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GEORGIA'S CRITERION-RI:FERENCED READING TEST -¢
‘ .

NEW HELP FOR TEACHERS

N

In 1975, the Georgia Department of Education cemple'tcd deveiopment ‘of criterion-
rcferenced readlng, tests in reading for grades 4 and 8. 'l'he'se tests were L
admmlsxered on a statewlde basis for the first time in the spring of 1976

The purpose for developing these tests was -to provide the teachers with specifie
information on the pefformance level of each student so that diagnostic and
prescnptwe teaehmg might be better fdc111tated It was felt that the previous
standardized test. g procedures provided little substanative i.nformation o‘f the

progress of, individual students.

“ - ~t
» . -

On the surface, these new tests developed by Geergi'a educators do not appear to-.
differ from standardized tests.. 'l"he_re are, ho\vever‘, several important differery:es'.
\ - One noticeable differenee is the language and termihelogy of the test. Locally -«
famxllar places, people, and’ obJects were used in the test items. In this sense,
the tests have been "Georglanlzed" For example, in one sectmn dealing witﬂh map
reddlng skllls, a portlon of t_he Georgia map was used. in other sections of the' /
tests references arc made to places and events with which Georgia children would
be familiar.' It was’ felt by the test committees that use of familiar namcs end
places in the acfual test would make for a less threatening t‘esting situation ‘f.or

} the students. S

)
Another unique feature of the Gegrgia criterion-re'fe;‘ended r‘eading tests islthe -
fact that the skills iden.:tified and tested were those specified by Georgia educators
as &being essential for success 1n grades .4 and. 8. In t,t}eﬁ‘gev:elepmer}t of these
'objai%s, 50,000 feading specialists, teachers and ethers thx“oughout Georgia
were asked to put in order of prxorlty a list df objectives takéen from the Goals

k4

for Education in Geolla, (1975), the Atla@ Assessment Project ob_] ectives, and

numerous Georgia curriculum guides. Committees of teachers, admlm.,gtrgtors, college

and university personnel, and\afe department\ staff persons rewviewed the 18,131.

- responses, to the sur.vey. The 20 object'ives regziving highest priority. ranking at
the 4th and 8th grade lévels were sel as the objectives to be used in"the o

construction of the tests. -A hstmg t ose ob_)ect1ves for'4th and 8th grades .

is as follows: T ‘




4th Grade-

Obj. # '
1. The student can distinguish between sentence fragments and
f & .
complete sentences.
;!
2. The student can identify the sounds of beginning consonants, or
. o '
" two-letter combinations -of consonants. :
3. The student can iQQntify the sounds of long vowels in one and two
syllable words and the sounds of short vowels in one and two
- syllable words:
¢ .
4. The student can identify the number of syllables in a word and can
divide words ihto»;yllableé correctly-. “‘ c
—— '“ . -
5.° The students can ntify the sounds that vowels have when they
. >
appedr before L,W, . = and can distinguish between the two'
different sound of "C' .:ud "G".,
SR . . -
6. The student can select the appropriatc word such as here, under,
beside, above, etc. to indicate pesition or location.
~ >
7. " The student can identify contractions and abbreviations.
8.., The student can®select the appropriate verbs or adjectives which
ht A . . . \ ° )
correctly complete sentencess N .
o 8] N X ’ "
. R 4 s
9.’ ‘The student can:select the appropriate meaning for the following -
N ° . - . . N - - : )
ot .word endings: s, es, ies, ing, ed, ly, er, est.
4 ¢ e
- ) s e . ‘ f .
10. The student cam recognize simple vocabulary words instantly when.

seen without having to analyze them in order to pronoynce them.

11, . The student can match symbols and pronouns to the things, ideas, or
{

'\ persons th#t they represent.
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OBRJ. #
. 12, The :tudent can read short selections and identify the main idea and
the supporting details in the selections read. N
13.° The students can read short selections and identify which statements
. arc facts and which statements express the writer's opinions,
'D
14. The student can arrange groups of oljects or ideas into simple
categories.
15. The student can arrange words in order from the most general to the
most specific.
.
. M » '
16, . The student can read-a simple selection, identify "heroes", "villains"”,
. - other main characters, and the setting. ,
. . . ‘
~ ” )
17, The student «can distinguish between the obvious and implied meanings
. ¢ in simple statements.
i ' %
- - . » - . . z
18 The student can alphabetize words according to the first two letters,
and can use dictionaries and tables of content to locate specific
information,
19, ’ The student can read and comprehend a simple passage and tan draw
conclusions, recognize cause and effect relationéhips, and/or the
- sequence of events in the material read. ) e ~
20, The student recognizes the correct use of basic punctuation marks
NN - and recognizes how punctuation can change the meaning of a senténce.
Qo . ' ‘
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8th Grade
Ob). # ’
Y : .
“1. The student can recognize long vowels in, words, short, vowels in words,
and combinations of vowels in words. ! oot
- @,
2. The student ‘can identify the sounds of two and threc-letter combinations
r < or consonants in words.
3. The student can divide words into syllables correctly.
4. The student can recognize how the samg word accented in different positions
s can have different meaning. J :
5. The student can identify the sounds that vowels have when they appear
A before X, L, W, and U in words and can’ distinguish between the two
. 4 ) '
diffefent sounds of "C'" and "G in words.
~ 6. The studlent can identify the phonetic spellings of words as they might
. . ' ' N
appear in a dictionary. -
7. The student can use a dictionary for the following purpgses: selecting
, appropriate word meaning, finding synonyms, and finding antonyms.
Q
8. The dtudent can use the table of_contenté and the index to locate specific
’ informatiqn in a textbook or a reference book. ,
9. ‘ The student can demonstrate ‘the ability to locate materials in a library. -
10. - The student can read a selection.and aistinguish between the main ideas
and the supporting details in the material read. -
.11 " -The student can read newspaper articles and advertisements and \determine
' which statements are facts and which ones are statements of the Ruthor's

©

opinions or preferences. o . o
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16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

Obj. #

12.

The student can read a pasgage and determine the order in which the

cvents occurrved in the material read. ?\)
4 '

13,

Al
- The student can rvead typical texthook passages illustrated with a diagram
and can accurately interpret, the material presented, . ) X
V.
) "&.‘ ' } N
: ' 1Y
14. The student ‘can read @ passage and respond accurately to questions of

Whenp Where, and Why as they relate to the material read.
'

The student

can read simple poems and recognize the obvious and inplied
meanings of

statements, patterns or rhyme, and patterns of sound ip the
poems .
.
LR

v

The student can interpret the meaning of prefixes and suffixesj and

can recognize the root word in words presented.

«

The student can match

symbols and pronouns to the things, ideas, ofr
persbns that they r&esent. '

P °
The student can place words in appropriate c&tegories and can arrange
c ’

7
words in order from the most general to‘the most specific.

The student can distinguish between sentence‘fragments ang complete
sentences and can co

rrectly combine two or more’sent
3 > ’
single sentences

Yy ,
The students can identify the plurals of nouns or the appropriate verb

forms which correctly complete given sentences.

-3

o
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The objectives were then restated as reading goals in five general categories by the

Georgia Department of Education, 1976.

READING (UALS

4th Grade Vocabulary Skills
recognize simple vocdbulary

words (such as big, have,

look) on sight.

[l

1. The student should be able to a 1.

Bth Grade

The student should be able to re-

 cognize general vocabulary terms and

simple vocabulary terms from content
‘ ,
areas (such as science, soclal

studies, etc.) on sight.

;

g

Word Recognition Skivll_s

2. The student should know the 2.

sounds repré’sented by letters

and basic two-letter combinations *
(such as st as in stop and sh as

in ship) and the rules which ex-

plain those sounds in words.

3. The student should be able 'to sep- "3,

arate simple words into syllables
correctly, identify the'words rep-
resented by contractions (can't -
cannot) and abbreaviations (Ga. -
Gforgia), and understand the meaning
| and use of silmple word endings such

as ing, s, ed, anci er). )

L4

The student should know the sounds of

letters and letter combinations (such

as str as in street, th as in those,

_oi, as in noise, and au as in caution

:

and the rule§ which explain those
sounds in words.,

The ‘student should be able to separate
words into syllables correctly, under-
stand the use and function pf accents’
in words (for example, sub jeci,

sub ject) and understand the méaning‘ N
and use of prefixes (such as un in
E_ﬂ\app)"s) and suffixes (such as er in

harder) in words >

.

Comprehension/Language Usage

4. The student should be able to identify . 4.

complete sentences and select the
appropriate part of speech (noun,
verb, adject.ive, or adverb) which
correctly completes a given sentence.
The st‘uder'1£ should be able to under:
stand the meaning and use of basic ‘
punctuation mayks in simple sentences

and understand the meaning an& use of

pronouns in sentences. ) 8 »

The sthdent should be able®to read
'simple and complex sentences and dis-
tinguish between sentehce fragments
and complete sent'encqs. The student
should be able to corﬁbine two or more
sentences to form one sentence aﬁ'd
‘select the appropriate part of speech
(noun, verb, adjective, or adverb) to

correctly complete a given sentence
4



5. The student shoutld be ;mu} to read
and understand the meaning of simple
signs andesymbols necessary to ﬁu;c»
tion effectively and survive in our
society (examples:  highway signs,

danger signs, and signs giving direc:

"

tions). .

The student should be able to read
and tuuh-rs}und short selections
identify the main ideas in those
passages and respond accuratety to
- questiuns of wlu‘,a, what, whvl;, where,
and why‘.’xs they relate to the mat(-’ri.'nl
read. The student should be able to
identify which statements in the
selection are facts #nd which express
opinions and should be able to under-
stand the difference between obvious

- and i meanings in simple state-

ments {suck as: The soup was as cold

as ice.).

Classification Skills

7. The student should be able to place 7.

groups of objects or ideas intQimple" )

categories (such as apple, orange,

./’){sgnaha = fruits) and to arrange words

in order from the most general to the

¢

O

ERIC
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and undorstand the meaning and the Use

ot pronouns in sentences.

The student should be able . to read
and understand the mcnhiug of signs
“anud r:)1rnl;(~lrs necessary to function
etftectively .'u(\l survive in our
r;m'ivt;' (examples:  highway signs,
danger signs, .'mﬁsigns giving difoc-

-

tions). ,

The student should be able to read
and understand typical textbook

passages dllustrated with charts or

diagrams, identify the main idea of”

-

the passages, accurately fcspond to
quest ions of who, what, thn. where,
and why as they relate to the material
read, and accurately  interpret the
charts and diagrams presented. The
stud;:nts s'hould-'j)e able to read news-
paper articles and aﬂvertiséments and
;Jetemir;e which -stgtements are facts
a‘nd which ones express opinion or
Ereferénccs. The student should be
able io read simple poems‘ and rgcognize

the obvious and implied meanings of .

statements (such as: The soup was #s
cold as ice.) and the patterhs of rhyme

and sound in the poems.
N <

The student should be able to‘e
groups of words into appropriate {

categories (example: G&)rgiq, Florida
Alabama = states) ‘and‘q‘arrange words

in order from general to the most
\ : ‘

' . "
. . .
- . 9 -




7. most specific (example:  animl, doy, 7. "i?ﬁ’}'.“,,‘:,‘}: (examples: uutlun;

collie). l %’ state, City).
8. The student should b(; :;hl« to alpha- ’ 8. The student should be able to use
betize words according to the first : a dictionary for the following
two letters, understand basic dictionary - juirposes:  identifying phonetic
skills (such as use of guide words and . spellings of words(mil for mile),
selecting appropriate word meanings), sclecting appropriate word
and understand how to use a table of meaning (locating definitions),
contents to Ivcate ix.‘fm‘mtion iiv a . tinding synonyn{s (words that mean
~ book. . ' . the Sahnc-t}nir;g), and finding
' [
] antonyms (opposites), The student
. should bé able to use the table
ot rvontents and the index to
; locate specific information in a
' thtb'oék or a reference book.
J The student should understand how .
to usc a card catalog and how to v
locate materials in a library.

-

The Lducatiohal Testing Services of Princetoh, New Jersey, was contracted to develop
8th grade reading tests based on the 20 objectives. After review and approval by
comittees of Georgia educators, the tests were field-tested in 72 local school systems

and revised into the current form,

,
3

v
Perhaps the ‘most signifiFant feature of the Georgia Criterion-Refercnced Reading Tests

is the method in which the results are reported. The teacher is provided with
information on each student's performance level on cach of the 20 objectives. In

addition to reporting the students level of mastery of the objective, the report will
E [ . ' . -

also suggest areas that the student might possibly benefit from additional instruction,
- For'example: at the 4th grade, the reporting statements look like this:
, N
RN » ) .
+Objective 1: Distingu'ish between sentence fragements and complete sentences. \

Mastery level (3 of 5 correct)

Item No. IZ 345
Response * A * B C
‘ Bill has not achieved the objective.
A .
Bill may need work on recognizing basic sentenc
] : M .

O
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This reporting procedure not onty provided the teacher with Snl‘unmt fonn on the
student’s present pretomance level on the uh)u(lw“ {llm( i';, whether or not the
student has madtered the objective), but alao provides the, l('.llhul| with valuible

“information that mipht he wied To plan future instruction tor cach e;mdmt-.

In addition the antonmition iddicated an thes report, on selected objectives the

computer has been programmed to printont wpeditie references i the student rdakes

specttle neotrect responnes, For example, on Bth grade objedt 1\&:71. is "the

otudent adent it res sounds of two and three Tetter combinatrons, ol consonants in

- wold<"". 1t the student misses a specitie mamber of items dealing with his/her

ability to identity diagraphs but is successtul noanswering rtems on blends, the

“reporting statement will reid, "The student did well with” blends but may need work

\ i::}f}l diagraphs. By adentaitying .t-'"‘ aredas ol student ot rength and weiakness on this
objective m “this Manner, the teacher should be able to focus his/Zher instruction
or additiond] dragnosis ona "r.pmit'n'.’llly rdentificd n(-vd: of the student.  The
report will turther allow the teacher to ;'Xil;llllll‘ ths' k-p((i! ic it/vms that the student
mxs.\v.\‘r‘;o thirt she/he may dvtcnninc,‘ in this casce, which diagraph or diﬁgruphs the

student hissed, b : BN

lhe report alse contains a sumuxr,v: statument on the 'student performance level.  This
statement, usually m?c or two parugl:.’lphs long; provides the teacher with a guidc
assessment of the student’s ovc'r;zll pcrfonn:incc. This quick sumary 'will hopefully
provide the tcacher with additional infom:n‘tion as s};c/hc develops org:uiimtwioml
. patterns for small groub instruction. ‘the information proyided from the %cst is
seen 4s an additional source oxf’ infémutioﬁ that the teacher may call on as she/he
makes decisions about the instructional needs of his/her students.
The Georgia (fritcrion-Rcfercncc\l.Rbading Test provided Georgia teachers with a great
deal of information on the student performance level. The test examines the reading
skill that t‘hotha'nd:; of Georgia educators identified as being basic to successful
4 " performance in grades 4 and 8. It is not the purposc of the developers of the test

to dictate cunriculum for local School systems. The primary purpose of this test is

.

to provide \tcu hers with additional information on the performance 1ove1 of these
students onudc tified Lrltu.al skills so that they might be able to develop
‘efficient and c estive programs of 1nstruct10n baded on student needs. The tafk
ahead is to msu e that the results of the testing are effectively combined with

< other. methodM)f ssessment to deVelop programs that recogmze and provide for the

ERIC . N 11 -
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tnetructtonay necds of all Ttn.lvnt:.. The sucves or Yatlure of the test and the

testang propram alt gaately Tests on such uta ezt son,
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