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PURPOSE:

oALKGROUGG

Ust OF PAR:

ROOM
ORGAHTZATIOH:

NOTES TO TEACHER

fi1is Pak was basically designed to be used as an individualized
roadine Lit for the intevmediate grade student. The nature of the
books in this kit readily lend themselves to a supplementary read-
ing program as part of a science unit. In order to get the most
value from these books, the student stould have prior ehvironmental
awareness expuriences,

The reading and interest levels of the books are varied and have
been categorized by reading levels into three groups:  Easy, More
Difficult, Most Difficult. The scope of subjects in the books 1s
broad but cacn book is keyed in to the overall area of ecology.
for example, the book What Does A Peace Corps Volunteer 007 is a
carcer oriented book, Dut special care is taken to relate a peace
corps volunteer's career to environmental concerns.

Included witn thic Pak is a kit with 20 books. Each book is listed
in the Pak in alphabetical order. For any given book there is a
short sumiary of the book and some possible conference questions
for the teacher. Many conference questions are judgmental in na-
ture and therefore the answers are not included with the guestion.
[t is assumed that the teacher will be able to tell if a student
has read a book by the guality of that student's answer to these
kinds of questions. However, some conference questions do have a
definite answer and in those cases the answers have been outlined
for the teacher.

Accompanying each book is & card with some student activities. The
activity card includes at least one language arts skill as well as
an art activity. A student may wish to do all activities given for
a particular book, or a teacher can help the student choose an
activity which will ennance individual skills development and ful-
fi11 individual needs. '

Depending on a teacher's needs, this kit can be used for a whole
¢lass or for selected individuals. It is a supplementary tool. The
teacner should order the kit ahead of tiime and then make corres-
ponding plans for it. Some things to plan around are the physical
classroom organization, how the kit will be used, and who will use
the kit, accessibility of the kit and the materials needed to com-
plete the student activities, the time for the teacher to plan con-
ferences with the students, and ways in which students can share

and/or display their activities.

Some films are listed that the teacher may find as valuable supple-
ments, but are by no means all inclusive. A learning idea is also
included.
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BOOKS LISTED ACCORDING TO READING OIFFICULTY

EASY

About Garbage and Stuff
by Ann Zane Shanks

The Air We Breathe
by Enid Bloome

Computers

by Jane Jonas Srivastava

see Through the Forest
by MiTlicent selsam

*Sound of Sunshine; Sound of Rain

by Florence Parry Heide

Who Cares? I Do
by Munro Leaf

MORE DIFFICULT

ABC's of Ecology
by Tsaac Asimov

A1l the Year 'Round
by Fritz Peters

Chain of Life: A Story of a forest

by Patricia Collins

From Sch115 to Satellites: The
Story of Commum1cat1an
by William Wise

Into the Woods: Exploring the Forest

Ecosystem

by Laurence Pringle

*Silver Wolf
by Paige Dixon

*Sound of Sunshine; Sound of Rain

by Florence Parry Heide

*The White Palace
by Mary 0"deill

-1

MOST DIFFICULT

Bignics: Man Copies Nature's
“d(h]ﬂﬁf

by ATvin & Virginia ;11verfte1n*

(niij The L]tn]e of Life
by HavoTd R, Hungerford, Ph. D.

The How and Why WDnder Book of

Lcology

by Shelly and Mary Llouise
bPD%;IdH

The Only Earth We Have
by Laurence Pringle

Recycling: Re-Using Our World's
Solid Wastes
Ty James & Lynn Hahn

The Sense of Wonder

“by Rachel Carson

* Indicates a good read-aloud

book,
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DEVELOPING A LLARNING CENTER
FOR USE WITH
THIS EJVIRONMEATAL LEARNING EXPERIENCE

Recipe for Inproving Your Environmoent




Leayning Center Plan
"Rec dpe for Improving Your Environment”

PURPOS E: After complet-ing the center, the student should be aware of environ-
nental problemms anck ways to help control ther,
MAT RRIALS: [T lustration and titie
Activity 1ist (36 x 24 tagboard, individual student copy)
Crayons
Draving paper
Sc issors
Ha qaz ines/ newspa pers
Gl we
Paper bags

Litter chart
Li tter graph
Packa ge impro~ement worksheet
PROCEDIRE: 1. Place all naterials in center.’
2. Introduce the center and discuss the ac’:ti'vitiesa

3. Provide t ine for evaluation for each completed activity and
record individual student progress.

b, Display completed activities.
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(Done on 24 x 3b tagboard to display at center; also make a ditto copy for each
student so teacher can keep track of progress.)

At tnis center you can:

1. Take a walking fieldtrip on the school grounds to gather 1itter and
complete a litter chart when you've gathered your litter.

2. Make a litter graph from the litter chart findings.

3. Fill out the litter survey, "Every Litter Bit Hurts".

r.

. Make up an original cartoon telling about:

air pollution, or
water pollution, or
noise pollution, or
11 tterbugs

[ I

9. Invent a machine that will solve an environmental problem. Draw a
picture of your invention and color it. Give it a name.

L 4]

Find some pictures of grocery products in magazines or newspapers. Do
"Package Improvement Suggestions Sheet',

7. MNake a scrapbook of pollution articles from magazines and newspapers.




EVERY LITTER BIT HURTS

me Fau: Number of Where [tems Guilty :
Ltens Found Items Found Found Persons Sofution

Source: Center Stuff for Nooks, Crannies
and Corners
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EVERY LITTER BIT HURTS

Uéfﬁg?fﬂformatian from the chart, make a graph
showing the findings of the field trip. Use
different colored crayons to graph the results.

c ol X _ _ _ . __
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Nooks, Crannies
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EVERY LITTER BIT HURTS

Read each question and check your honest answer.

10.
11,
12.
13.
14,
15,

16.

Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you
Do you

Do you

leave the water running whén you brush your teeth?
use paper cups and plates?

drink milk with a straw?

use colored Kleenex?

use just one side of your writing paper?

make one m15£ak§ and throw your paper away?

useé scraps of art materials?

se@ papers on the floor and leave them?

ever write on walls, books, floors or bulletin boards?

break plastic spoons so they can't be reused?
dyrink pop from cans?

use two paper towels rather than one?’

Have you ever thrown anything out a car window?

Do you

waste paper to make paper airplanes?

Have you ever broken a branch off a tree?

Do you

‘throw away a pencil that could still be used?

If you have more than five "yeses", you are guilty of
polluting the earth.

List five things you could do to promote ecology.

SOURCE :

Center Stuff For
Nooks, Crannies and
Corners



EVERY LITTER BIT HURTS

Package Improvement Suggestion Sheet

Look at the pictures of the grocery products. Many products have excess packaging that
contribute to the waste problem.

How could these products be sold to lessen the amount of packaging?

Packaging Used How to Improve It
. o _ ~ _ o
|
_ . — r,ff— = -_
I
— — - - - ,
z. L I i )
N
. _ | _ _
i ; - §
!
. _ ———— ,
3. _ - _
4, L .
_ = -
— l, - — _
5. _ L o .
;

SOURCE: Center Stuff For Nooks,
Crannies and Corners
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MASTER MATERIALS LIST

These materials should be available to the students at all times and should be easily

accessible to them.

scissors

stapler/staples

colored construction paper
1ined notebook paper
hole puncher

yarn

brads

crayons

felt pens .~

magazines - Lots of them
newspapers

glue or paste

tagboard

poster board

string

straws

20

hangers

wooden rods or sticks, twigs
shoe boxes or other cardboard boxes
unlined newsprint

paper bags

butcher paper

pencils

water colors

tempora paint

old cans

rulers

compass

encyclopedias

dictionary

scraps of cloth

straight pins

graph paper

i



TITLE: ABC's of Ecology
AUTHOR: Isaac Asimov
PUBLISHER: Walker & Company

SUMMARY: Isaac Asimov clearly defines two ecological terms for each letter of the
alphabet, For example food chains, recycling, over population and pollution,

CONFERENCE NOTES:

1. What are some new words you learmed from this book? What do they mean?
Possibilities might include: '
eutrophication - heavy growth of algae and bacteria in a pond or lake
into which wastes are poured
herbivore - an animal that eats plants
inversion - when the upper air is warmer than the lower air
mimicry - the way in which one life form imitates another
quagmire - soft, wet ground your feet sink into

There are lots more. ..

2. Do the pictures help you understand what the words meant? How?

ACTIVITIES:

1. Make an alliteration alphabet booklet using either words from the book or your own
words about the environment which you found by taking an environmental walk.
(Alliteration is the repetition of a beginning saund§. Examples of things you
might find on an environmental walk: :

ant
building
caterpillar
dogwood
electricity
Now, examples of these in‘an alliteration alphabet:
active angry ants
bustling, brick buildings
cautious, careful caterpillars
dynamic, deciduous dogwood (trees)
everflowing, energetic electricity
and s0 on. You may even think of a better format. Try it...you might Tike it.

2. Make an ecology alphabet begéﬁfdh'a younger child. Illustrate or find magazine
pictures for each word you_choose. Remember all the parts of a book including a
cover and a title page.

3. Some of these words are pretty broad in meaning. Pick one word and find out more
about it. Choose an interesting way to display your findings - chart, poster,
mobile, diorama, collage, etc.

4. Choose some words (ten is a good number) and write each word at the top of a piece
of newsprint. Design an environmental picture using these words as outlines.
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Example: & T T e, % i on I -ﬁ%@’y
A T U2 S B 20, T '
; 2 Vot TR ?ﬁgGQQ’equggfﬂf%ﬁ
L il o3 3 J y X
W, A QoY o @
~yh "?'i%lg o a%*t;r ?;\\ ) ¥ S ) 43'} ‘:.
"y ¥ Eaxts ¥ & iva,
2T X o eNag,
R o t&’p‘ k 3\
&) V¥ £y ] % ‘G’\H i LY T ~
ERIC »* N6 I SR WG g\ NAR aa o
* O L IROC L NG DO ¢ g WO T ey 2 .L "
K’u\_k:
Wt



TITLE: Tne Air We ULreathe
AUTHOR: Enid Bloome
PUBL ISHER: Doubleday & Co., Inc.

SUMMARY: Have you aever thought about the importance of the air we breathe to the
1ife of man and other animals and plants. This book surveys the ever-
increasing problem of air pollution and tells how you as an individual can
contribute to the fight for cleaner air.

COHFERENCE WOTES:

1. hat are some harmful effects of air pollution?
people sick
damage property
harmful to animals and plants

Song ago atr pollution was caused by
dust pollen
soot dust storms
forest fires gases from volcanoes

5. Ludawy ulv poliution ls caused by
cars
garbage
factories
ajrplanes

=

J,  Wiat ean you do to improve air pollution?
put Titter in trash cans
bury Teaves and trash
help parents make sure...
family car is in good condition
furnace checked reqularly
yard kept free of pollen and weeds

ACTIVITIES:
1. Make a scrapbook showing pictures of air pollution.

2, vesign a billboard for your neighborhood telling your neighbors how tney can
help stop air pallution,

3, \Write a letter to a city official giving suggestions on how to solve your
© ¢ity's air pollution problem.

4, Keep a diary on your personal involvement in solving air pollution.

22




TITLE: About Garbage and Stuff
AUTHOR: Ann Zane Shanks
PUBLISHER: The Viking Press

SUMMARY: The MacDonalds discover what happens to their family garbage. Some
garbage goes to giant incinerators, to open dumps, to landfills, to empty
lots in the city and to rivers and streams. But lots of garbage can be
recycled and that's not the end yet!

CONFERENCE NOTES:

Where did the MacDonald's garbage go? Why can't ve continue to put garbage
in those places?

0. What happens to the iazDonald's garbage now? Speeifically the bottles, cans
and newspapers.

ACTIVITIES:

1. Develop a family plan of action for making better use of your garbage, Write this
plan down, try to follow through with it, and then evaluate the results.

2. Go on a litter scavenger hunt around your playground and collect stuff. Recycle
this stuff into something useful. You may invent something new, make a beautiful
work of art, etc.

23



TITLE: Al1 the Year 'Round
AUTHOR: Fritz Peters
PUBLISHER: The Lion Press

SUMMARY: Drawings and poetic prose enlivens a child's view of nature throughout the
year, The brook for February, the crocus for March and the grass for
April describe its part and place in nature's progress through the year.

CONFERENCE NOTES:
i, What ©s your favorite morth ad what do you ltke best about {t? Do you lLike

the way this book talked about ydur favorite month? Did it mention tnings
that espectally remind you of that month?

¥
2. Av yow read xbout each month, what did the authoy choose to tell you? What
oblfeats did he use to carry owut nis megsages? '
ACTIVITIES:

1. Make a calendar for this month. “Include in your calendar a picture representative
of this month as well as the occurrence of important ewents, past and present. Be
creative! Let your mind ga,..

2. Keeping in mind the sights, snells and your feelings about your favorite month,

you write a descriptive poen about that month. Remembar: a poem is an expression
of inner most thoughts and the best poems don't always rhyme.

24




TITLE: Bionics: Man Copies Natures Machines
AUTHOR: Alvin and Virginia Silverstein
PUBLISHER: The McCall Publishing Cao.

SUMMARY: Bionics is a new branch of science that involves the study of systems in
living creatures. The findings of these studies are then applied toward
the improvement of man-made systems. In this book, the Silversteins tell
the story of what has happened so far in this young and exciting science,_
covering such diverse topics as sight and sound, navigation and biological
clacks, memory and learning, and bioluminescence and biocelectricity.

CONFERENCE NOTES:
1. What ig bionics? Explaiw it in your own words. (The study of systems in
living ¢reatures and their applications for the improvement of man-made
systems. ) co

wnat ave some of the Living systems man can made mechanically?

[t
-

3. What ar¢ some living systems man hopes to make?

ACTIVITIES:

1. Design a robot-type man of the future whose body functions relate to that of a
man. In¢lude an illustration of how it will look and write out the plans for how
it will fungtion,

You have been promoted to chief architect in the planning and development of a

new city that will use the science of bionics. How will you incorpdrate bionics

in your city planning? Remember things such as temperature, communication, navi-

gation, defense, transportation, 1ighting, machinery, etc. Write a blueprint for
. the construction of your city. Be imaginative!

[ ]

[ e
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TITLE: Chain of Life: A Story of a Forest food Cycle
AUTHOR: Patricia Collins

PUBLISHER: Doubleday & Company, Inc.

SUMMARY: A story about the delicate network of the forest - how the native plants

and animals get their food, how plants 1ive on plants, how plants 1ive on
animals, how animals live on plants and how animals 1ive on other animals.

It is the history of the gigantic food chain that can be found in any forest.

CONFERENCE NOTES:

L. Suppose you were q rodent in the forest. How would you affect the food chain?

T2

Wiat do you thirk a feod chain 287

anutaing wwsual about the {Zlustrations in the book? Did you

Why or why rnot?

3, L L:L‘ you find
‘he rhem?

ACTIVITIES:

1. Suppose you went to the supermarket to get this list of things:
1 qt. of milk 5 Tbs, of sugar
1 doz. eggs 1 1b. of margarine
2 1bs. of hamburger loaf of bread

— .

| box of salt chicken

You have been told to have the groceries put in two bags,
all the items that can be traced back to green plants,
tain whatever is left. Which bag would you choose to carry home?

your answer on the food chain you read about.)

One bag is to contain
The other bag is to con-
Why? (Base

2. List the things you had for breakfast this mnrnﬁng_ Trace the energy flow back-
ward, through all the steps including wrapping and del ivery, frcm each of the
th1ngs you ate.

3. Consider these things in the forest:

™ bears

trees rabbits

seeds (acorn) moose field mice
mice elk hawk

squirrel + beavers snake
blossoms deer foxes
honeybees so il owl 7
leaves caterpillar mountain lion
aphids robins raccoon

porcupines

Connect those things that work together by using arrows to show the relationship.

(Your map may become quite complicated, but think..

- 7r§ga tﬁees . |

world complicated?)
Example:

squirrel
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TITLE: Computers
AUTHOR: Jane Jonas Srivastava
PUBLISHER: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.

SUMMARY: A1l about computers from their beginning to their modern day use,
CONFERENCE NOTES:

boo Have yow ever uscd the services of a eomputer? 1S o, Inowhat wey?

2o What,are sorme ways computers ae used loday?

S, Wnat are gome words we associate with the computer and what do they mean?
un1t - part of a computer designed to do a small job

Tnput unit - reads information that is given to the computer

Hata - information a computer needs to do a job
program - instructions that tell how to use the data

algol, cobol, fortran - computer languages
memory bank - place where the computer keeps programs and data

-0 O o

ACTIVITIES:

1. Make a flow chart for asking a computer to count from 20 to 30. (see page 22)
Give your chart to a friend. Remind him that he is like a computer and can do
only what the flow chart tells him to da Can he count from 20 to 30 using your

flow chart7 R

2. MWrite a story about "If I had a computer, I would use it for.......

3. Draw a picture to go with your story.
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TITLE: Ecology: The Circle of Life

AUTHOR: Harold R. Hungerford, Ph.D.

PUBLISHER: Childrens Press

SUMMARY:  Shows various communities from the pond to uncultured man and the succession
in each, The la«t chapter deals with how cultured man produces and chanqes
communities.

CONFERENCE NOTES:

) bt e thoen the roal Do o on owao o o e e d ey o Be bk,
Y T R S A TS UG S res DO SR A 15 S T L F TR LA S S R ST
the soil = grass - buffale - Indian relationship
! R T L T LT e S O T O S N R T N I N L AT
e R T £ N S S S L P S S | Y S J NEDLTEY S BN N AT § ) ‘.‘.;J FLNE Y| [‘ EEPOV N o LTSN § S S LL"'
. . ¥ & ¥ . -
v Hont loed ULl prOdlets Or S0 plge JLTReii b ol
- e )
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ACTIVITIES: ¢

1. Using the index in your book, find the pages where topic man is discussed. Write
the page numbers down,

2. Use the index ito answer these questions:

ag What s a saguaro?

b) Who was Francis Bacon?

¢) What does the word commensalism mean?

d) On what psge could you find a picture of a food web? Explain the picture.
e) What's mans role as part of the ecosystem?

3. Make a collage with a theme of producers, or consumers, Cut pictures and words
from magazines to make your collage.

5
o
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TITLE: From 5crolls to Satellites: The Story of Communication
AUTHOR: William Wise

PUBLISHER: Parents' Magazine Press

SUMMARY: The story of communications; yesterday, today and tomorrow.
CONFERENCE NOILS:

Veoll about bl Lhe JLSforent waye people communicate with each other. Do
Cther things besides people comunicate? What are they and how do Lhey do 1t?

How Jid Language begin?

) So Wit are geme ways people will cormunicate with each other in the future.

ACTIVITIES:

1. Develop a system of communication which uses pictures and symbols to represent
words and ideas. Begin by compiling a list of the words and ideas you think are
most necessary to the language. Develop a picture or symbol for each.

Example.

bird ¥ Y sad m home

P day @@ see Ga food
child 2 night J sing @ friends
tree U happy @ hear A over

nan

woman

b

2. Make a timeline tracing the history of communication. (Even though the dates
are not given, events should be in chronoligical order.)

3. Write a newspaper article about the invention of the first telephone. (Remember

to include the 5 W's: who, what, where, when and why. Does your headline
attract attention?)
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TITLE: The How and Why Wonder Book of Ecology
AUTHOR: Shelly and Mary Louise Grossman
PUBLISHER: Grosset and Dunlap, Pub.

SUMMARY: Discusses the coastline, forest, grassland, desert, and m@untain biomes
and some of the natural Tife and changes that occur in each. It ends with
problems and alternatives for maintaining a balanced system in these biomes.
CONFERENCE NOTES:

l. Deseribe a food chain.

eats eats eats eats eats

climate, rainfall, and type of soils.

§. What are some of the bilomes suggested in this book? forests; grasslands;
deserts, hot and cold; mountains; coasts. Can you briefly describe each?

4, What are a couple of problems that exist in the biomes in the food chains?
What are some solutions for these problems?

[

ACTIVITIES:

1. Pick out something in the air, earth, or water around you that interests and
excites you. Imagine that you've turned inte that thing. Write a poem about
what it's like.

2. Choose one type of a biome as a theme and draw a mural to illustrate the kinds

of living and non-living things you'd find there. (Hint: Do you know what a
mural is? There may be some good examples in the encyclopedia!)

3. Devise an outline tree chart for one of the biomes and fill it in,
Example.
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TITLE: Into the Woods - Exploring the Forest Ecosystem
AUTHOR: Laurence Pringle
PUBLISHER: Macmillan Pub. Co., Inc.

SUMMARY: A forest is described from canopy and understory down to the floor and
f under the ground - the animals and plants that 1ive in each layer and their
part in the forest's energy cycle.

CONFERENCE NOTES:

How 18 the forest an ecosystem? It is a place in nature with all of its
Tiving and non-Tliving parts.

2. This book talks about 4 layers in the forest. What are these four layers and
what are suvme things in each layer?
1. herb layer 3. understory
2. shrub layer 4., canopy

Lo

Which layer interests you the most and why?

4. How are ideas about forest fires changing? How ave ideas about use of the
forest changing?

ACTIVITIES:

1. Construct a minijature stage setting of the forest. (a diorama) Use a cardboard
(shoe box), wooden, or metal box and turn it on one side, with open side toward
the audience. Discarded materials such as cloth, small mirrors for lakes, etc.
can be used for background and props. Tiny toys can be used for special props.
For example, the picture on page 42 can be shown by using scraps of cloth, string
and toothpicks for tents, actual tree bark for trees, and paper leaves, etc.

Paint the outer side of your box as well.

Choose some words (6 or so) from the glossary and either draw pictures about the
word or cut out samples from magazines. Write a sentence using the word in it
with each picture you make or cut out.

[a]

3. Pretend you are a teacher. What are 5 good questions you could write about this
book to make sure someone understands the book? .- Write the questions and answers
you'd suggest as good answers.
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TITLE: The Only Earth We Have
AUTHOR: Laurence Pringle
PUBLISHER: Macmillan Co.

SUMMARY: Spaceship Earth is divided into the air, water, the polluters, insects and
animals. If greater care is not taken in dealing with these, 1ife aboard
Spaceship Earth could come to an end.

CONFERENCE NOTES: ’

L. How ls the eavth ltself like a spaceship?
a. It's on a journey through space.
b. Life on earth depends on supplies aboard.

What are some problems we have on our earth today living with nature? With
the air we breathe? With our rivers and lakes? Give an example of each.

[

3. What are some solutions you, as an individual, can find to solve these problems?

ACTIVITIES:

1. Design a positive-negative poster. How? Decide on a way you think our spaceship
earth should be (positive) and then think how it is now (negative). Divide a
poster-board in half and on one side actually illustrate the negative (a problem)
and the other side the positive (your solution).

2. Write a letter to your son and/or daughter of the future. Explain to them what
you did as a youth to make it possible for them to continue 1iving on spaceship
earth,

1. Some areas where pollution is evident.

2. What the type of pollution is. )

3. What solutions or alternatives can be presented to combat the pollution.
Make your chart as interesting or creative as you feel or make it as brief and
informative as you'd 1ike. Use all your ideas and any ideas. Share your chart
with the class.




TITLE: Recycling: Re-Using Our World's Solid Wastes
AUTHOR: James and Lynn Hahn
PUBLISHER: Franklin Watts, Inc.

SUMMARY: Explains recycling, man's need of 1it, and present and suggested methods of

performing the task for reusing waste materials.

CONFERENCE NOTES:

L. What does the word vecycling mean?
2, Iz it good? Why or why not?
3. What are some products that are recycled?

4. Pretend you're o glass jar that has just been throwm away. Trace your path
from the garbage can to a recyeling center and you as a new product.

ACTIVITIES: : .

1.

You are running for mayor in a small town. An important part of your campaign is
the issue cf whether it is of value to have recycling stations in your town or not.
You believe it is, but how can you convince the voters? Write a plan, a speech,
or make a poster to show how you will win the election because of your support on
this issue. (Hint: The book has lots of persuasive facts in your Favor.?

Design a house of the future using only recycled products. Describe and draw
your house. (Refer to last chapter for help.)
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TITLE: See Through Lhe Forest
AUTHOR: Millicent Selsam
PUBLISHER: Harper & Row Publishers )

SUMMARY: From the basement of the forest to its roof there are many kinds of birds,
animals and insects, Each lives at the Tevel which is best suited to its
own needs of food, protection and climate,

CONFERENCE NOTES:

L. How does che forest compare to a tall butlding?

a. Leaves = roof

b. Trees = posts holding up roof
¢. Plants and animals = tenants on different floors
d. Climate varies from floor to floor

Name some plants and animals and which story you might put them in,
Answers will vary,

2]
=

3, How would you feel in the forest after the sunsets? Why?

ACTIVITIES:

1. Pretend you are an architect who has been contracted to make a "house plan of
the forest". How many stories would your house have? Who would Tive on each
story? On a large piece of paper, draw your house plan and fill it, story by story,
with the things that live there.

2. A. Write the names of at least 5 animals you put in your houseplan.

B. Now, write down the way that animal uses the forest and how the forest uses
it, (Hint: A chart might help you accomplish this.)

Fhk




TITLE: The Sense of Wonder
AUTHOR: Rachel Carson
PUBLISHER: Harper & Row, Publishers

SUMMARY: This is a journey of discovery which an adult can take to:
The sight of ferns, fungi and silver lichens, periwinkles, ghost
crabs, tiny field flowers, migrant birds passing from darkness across
the moon.

The sound of storm battering the rocks, the daybreak chorus of the
birds, the insect orchestras of August, the roar and whisper of the
tide,

The smell of wood snoke, seaweed and salt brine, raindrenched woodlands.
- The feel of reindeer moss, sand, spray, wind and rain,
CONFERENCE NOTES:
L. Share with me the things you liked about this book.
2. Do you wish you were in any of the places shown in the picture. If 8o, where?

3. Do you think this book has an environmental message? If go, why?

ACTIVITIES:

1. What if you had to answer the following questions by someone from another world?

Could you help him really gain sense of wonder about what things are really 1ike.
1) What color is the wind? - o

How lives in the stone? 7

Where is the bed of the sunlight?

What is the sound of a blade of grass?

What is the tree unhappy about?

When does the mountain feel small and yellow?

What is the ocean wearing?

If the sunshine is a girl, what is her name?

If a boy, what is his name?

Which comic strip characters 1ive on the sea?

e a4 TR Y I o S S gl =

2. Illustrate your answer to one of the above questions?

3. Sometimes writers will compare the way something look to the way something else
looks so the reader will understand what is being described. For example: The
wheat looked 1ike an ocean of gold gently flowing. Expressions like these are
called "similes." A simile uses the words "as" or "like" to make a direct com-
parison. Choose 8 of your favorite pictures and write a simile for each picture.
Examples: Page 55 - the stars sparkled like 1ight bulbs across the sky.

Page 31 - the person was as lonely as a seagull on its first flight
Page 9 the ocean was as wild as a caged lion

- TRy
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TITLE: Silver Wolf
AUTHOR: Page Dixon
PUBLISHER: Atheneum

SUMMARY: The wolf is a Tiving creature. And because it is, it has as much right as
any other living creature to life. How strong and sure and beautiful that
life can be, though full of dangers and deprivations, this story of the
early years of a young male wolf makes clear. (Good read-aloud book)

CONFERENCE NOTES:

L. In growing up, what kind of problems did 5ilver Wolf encounter?

Who ave the ememies of Silver Wolf? In turn, Silver Wolf ie an enemy to whom?

[ e}

3. Did your feelings change abc :t the value of wolves after you read this book?
Why or why not?

4. Is the wolf an endangered species? Why or why not?

ACTIVITIES:

1. What facts did you learn from this book about wolves? Write these facts down on
a piece of paper.

2. List the words in the story that let you know or picture for yourself how something
or someone looks or acts.
Example: battered car
‘ raging river
ragged old man
ram-shackled house
Choose one of the words from your Tist and draw a picture to show how you think
the thing looks that the word tells about.

Try about 10 of these.
3. Write some examples of times when Silver Wolf showed a great deal of courage. In
' your life, can you think of times or similar incidents when you or someone near
you showed courage? When? Write a short story about:one of these times.

R =




TITLE: Sound of Sunshine; Sound of Rain
AUTHOR: Florence Parry Heide
PUBLISHER: Parents' Magazine Press

SUMMARY: We experience the world of a young black who Tives in the crowded city through
sounds-and feelings of his blind eyes. (Good Read-Aloud story).

COMFERENCE NOTES:
L. What did you think of the illustrations in this book? Why?
8. Who ts Abram and why is he important to the story?

$. How does this book make you appreciate those things in your environment that
you see? How does it make you more aware of the use of your other senses?

ACTIVITIES:

1. What do the following words have in common? buzz purr arf  splash pop
These are examples of onomatopoeia which means a word that imitates a sound
associated with an object or action. Make a 1ist of some words that you know
that are sound words. Are there any in the b@@ki¥ou could add?

When your 1ist has grown to a good size, choose several words and write a sound
poem. Choose a theme and think of all the sound words that relate to your theme.
Poem Example:

Introduce I went on a vacation to the ocean.
theme [ loved to sit in the sand with my éyes closed and listen.
I heard waves crack, splash and Sp1at
I heard seagulls cry.
While their wings swished over the sand,
Sounds The driftwood groaned as the tide rolled in
And the sand scratched against itself.
It was a sea of noises--bang, whoosh, groan, creak, splash, crash
Ending I want to go to the ocean next year, too.

2. A, MWrite a color poem. Choose your favorite color and write your own feelings
and images of that color.. Be sure to include all five senses - things you
hear when you think of that color, things you see, things you feel, things you
touch, and things you taste. wr1te your ideas in poem form.

B. Draw a picture using only the color you wrote about in your poem. Include the
poem as part of your picture or make the two into a booklet.

3. You are a city park planner. What things would you include in your park to make
it a happy, natural area for children. Make a map of your park and label each

aread.




TITLE: What Does a Peace Corp Volunteer Do?
AUTHOR: David Lavine and Ira Mandelbaum
PUBLISHER: Dodd, Mead & Co.

SUMMARY: The achievement and experiences of the thousands of men and women serving
around the globe in the Peace Corp make a dramatic story. The narrative
text explains the purpose and necessary qualifications, describes the train-
ing, and tells of problems encountered, Actual incidents are included.

CONFERENCE NOTES:

L. What do you think a peace corps volunteer has to do with ecology and our
environment?

2. What are some of the actual incidents in the life of a peace corps volunteer
that intrigued you? Why?
3. What are some of the things a peace corps volunteer does? -
4. What ts a peace corps?
ACTIVITIES:

1. Make a mobile that summarizes some of the jobs peace corps volunteers fulfill.
Use a hanger bent into an unusual shape by unhooking it at the top, or use wooden
rods, plastic straws, or straight pieces of wire,

Examples:

— _rods, straws,
i B EtC-
hooked and bent~ :

hanger
bent hanger

2. Make a poster which has a theme of "The Peace Corps Wants You..." Balance your
design, and sell the peace corps to prospective volunteers.

3. You're part of an environmental team to evaluate the worth of the peace corps
in this area. What arguments will you use for keeping the peace corps? Write
down a final speech you might give before a committee of people who will evaluate
its worth. Give your speech to the class. Have the class vote as to whether
your speech succeeded in convincing them to keep the peace corps as part of the
O protection of our environment.
ERIC "
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TITLE: The White Palace
AUTHOR: Mary 0'Neill
PUBLISHER: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.

SUMMARY: The Chinook salmon travels from his high mountain stream to the ocean and

then returns to his exact place of birth. The journey is perilous; some
dangers are natural to his environment and some are man-made. This life
cycle is one of the miracles of all nature. (Good read aloud story)

CONFERENCE NOTES:

L. If the Chinock saimon's Life cyele could be divided into § parts, what would
yow think they might be?
a) birth in a stream
b) journey to the ocean )
c) return to his exact place of birtt

What is the white palace?
(Basically, a delicate structure formed of the bones of two giant fish,
It is on the bottom of a cold stream high in the Blue Mountains and
Chinoo, the salmon fingerlings, swims in and out of its corridors.)

What are some inings that threaten the life of the galmon?
g

4, Did you like the autior's style of writing and the i{llustrations? Why or

why not?
e

ACTIVITIES:

1.

Divide Chinoo's life into 3 parts, his birth, his journey to the ocean, and his
return to the mountain stream. Divide a sheet of paper into thirds and label
the top of each column with the steps in his life cycle.

Jér%;%5*: RETURN TO
__"Ocean | BIRTHRACE

BIRTH _

Now, under each column, write some of the adventures he encounters in each part

of his life. o

This book is full of descriptive words, phrases and sentences. Choose ten or more
of your favorite descriptive phrases and write them on a sheet of paper. Then,
choose one or two of your very favorites and make an illustration to go with the
phrase. (Hint: What art materials might you use to get some unusual effects?

* Could you combine media such as crayons and paint to achieve a more interesting

picture?) Example:

The net hung ih
the water as daTi-(
cately as fronds

of seaweed or water
drift,




TITLE: Who Cares? I Do
AUTHOR: Munro Leaf
PUBLISHER: J. B. Lippincoltl Co.

SUMMARY: Stop! Take a lTook around you. How are you protecting the environment?
or Are you a Spoiler? Dropper? Wrecher?

CONFERENCE NOTES:

L. Who do you think zaves about the envivowment? What have they done to make
you taink this?

41

2. Which places have you visited that ghow signs of misuse?

J. What 15 an example oj & spotler? A wrecker? A dropper?
A "spoiler" is someone who ruins things for all of us.
A "dropper" is one who drops anything anywhere.
A "wrecker" destroys something some way.

————

ACTIVITIES:

1. A. Take a walk around the school grounds. Take with you a paper bag in which to
collect litter that you find. Examine and classify the litter by making a
chart 1like this. : —e . S — e .

T ITEMS . | NUMBER OF |  WHERE  GUILTY :
round | 17ems round rrems Found  person | soLutrow

B. Using information from your chart make a bar or line graph showing your findings.
Use different colored crayons to graph your results. Use graph paper,
Example:

annao4
SW3ILI 40 d38WNN

T TTITEMS FOUND.

2. Devise a plan of action whereby you can do samething good for your environment.
Carry your plan out. -Write about your plan and tell whether it worked or not.
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