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ABSTRACT
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similay backgrounds. Questionnaires were then completed by the
tutees, tutors, school staff and the parents of tutees. For over half

-the tutees, an improvement in grades was reported. Changes in -
educational motivation, a*titudes toward schoel, and aspiration lavel-

wvere evident. The value c¢” a tutoring program in enhancing remedial
programs is stressed. (KS,
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' " EFFECTS OF TUTORING ON THE‘%UTEE

IN AN

UPWARD BOUND PROGRA'

In recent years there has been a proliferation of remedial pro-
grams throughout the country. A significant number 6t these programs
can be classified undér the broad category of ''Upward Bound.'" However, .
many progfams have also been implemented to serve the needs of under-
achievers from all‘socioteconomic envifonments.

A compilation of 215 remedial programs scattered throughout

country has made it apparent that there are wide variations among
such programs. Despite the diversity in the number of students involved,
the level toqard which they are.directed, and the mode of implementation,
_ ‘ remedial pfbgiams élmost.invariably include tutoringjas‘an aspect of the ’
total program. . ' ‘ ., N~ | I
A Tutorial progfaﬁs’defy classifiqations begtause of the many
variables ‘involved. 'The frograﬁs Qary.iﬂ grade lével, subjec;s tutored
and pUpil-futor rates. In some prdgrams tutors pré paid,'in'others they
afe volunteeré.i Depeﬁding on the program, the futprs may be teachers,
volunteer adults, colleée.students, high’school_stﬁdents, or upper
classmen in the same grade grouping.' Time and location gf tr:toring
varies.with each program. Underlying all of these variabies is the
unifying thread of the goal of these programs} Thé stated goal of

most tutoring programs is to assist the student in his academic and

1]
social development. <
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An 'lipward Bound" progfam in a large metropolitan area was
investigated in det2il witlh the tutorial program being the focus of
the study. The aspect of the study being reported herc is related to
the stated goals of academic and social development of the tutee. It
examines thc cxtent of educational grthh};nd attitudinal change that
has taken place among 580 tutees in tne prograﬁ under study.

Students were sclected for the program in the 9§h grade on
the basis of high potential which had been hémpered by socio-economic
disadvaﬁtage. The tutee§ were assigned to five different cénters.

+ according to the geographic location of their residence. Tuéorsuwere
assigned from colleges in the same city. The criterion that tutors
come from the same socio-eccnpmic bﬁckground a$§ the tutee was based
on the asswaption thot this similarity would facilitate the develop-
ment of rapport between tutor and tutee and permit the tutof to serve
as a tutor-ménto;. The tutors werc paid an hourly stivend for their
services. The teachers and counselors were selected 6n the basis of
their interest in participating in the program. -Physical ;ﬁcilities
and availzbility of tutors varied from center to center, thus in-
fluencing the implementation of the tutoring program.

The data was gatiered bytmeans of questionnaires completed
by the tutees, tutors, school staff and parénts of tutees. The data
was analyzed - ..1ing to center, sex, age and grade. The Chi-Square
test was usec .. determine significance of differences in the distribu-_
tion ofvresponées within the different classifiéations. Judgments-
involving relative ihportance of alternatives were ranked aﬁd similari- “

. ties for the groupsiwithin'each classification were assessed by Spearman's
’ )
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Rank Order Corrclétion\yhen two groups were involved and Kendall's
Coefficicent of Concordancc when there were more than tw; aroups in
the category. -

The results were abstracted-and combihed in ofﬁer,to answer
the following questions: |

1. Did the tutces' grades improve in the*subjccfs-in,which
tutoring took place? |

2;, Does the tutor assume the cxpected tutor:mentor fole?

3. Are there any hoticeabi;-attitudinal ghanggs in the tutee

as a consequence of the program? J

™
Table I prcsenté a composite of responses,b§ all groups to a
questicn rclative to the imptgvement in grades by th; tutee in the
sugjects being tutored. In order to make thc datd comparable, all
résponses_indicating indecision were equélly divided between the
positivz and ncgativé categorics.
TABLE I.
© WAS THERE A NOTICEABLE nCADEMIC IMPROVEMENT BY THE TUTEES
“"“‘TTT?TETEﬁ§3EET§“ﬂT"‘TTT‘T%*ORINF TOOK PLACE?

(Rerorted in Percent)

[ ' TUTEES |  TEACHERS | " 'TOTORS |  PARENTS
YES 58.3 54.5 874 | 84.7

- i : )
NO 4.z 45.5 _ 12.8 15.3
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It is important to note that there is substantiéi'aéree—
. ! ’ N .-
mqﬁf—ggfﬁéen tutees and teacners in the percent showing improvement.

. . o .
) Sénce the judgments of both of these groups are limited by#tﬁglxeality

f the actual grades given and received, their agrecment suggosts
g ! ' 4

¢

that it would be reasonaily, accurate to conclude that the tutoring pro-jl

[

i

. ’ . N N : .
gram has been a factor ir the academic improvement of more than half
! »

i - \ .-

of the students. ‘ f X ' s

i “ It is interesting to note that the judgments of tutors and

parents are very similar ahd highly inflated when compared tc the tutec

7te§chef judgments. The o#er—estimation Ly these two érgups might be
eﬁpiaiﬁed'by'the influéncélof “wishful thinking' in which both\groups
can“be ex ected to ind;lgé. -

g\)l‘he results indicate that there is a pleasant and friendlyz

.tutor-tute@rrelationship.f Only 2.7% of the teacliers believe that the
. . ! - .

tutor-tutee relationship was not friendly.

c & - V . (—\\ :
SR | N
N ! . -
’ TABLE II: $ '
. . r ° ° .
, IS TUTORING |A PLEASANT- EXPERIENCE FOR THE TUTEE?
. : Tt
g TUTEES . | TUTORS | PARENTS
7 j .
YES-| 49,1 - 93.4 | 66.7 ' .,
’ ' - :[ - ‘
NO 10.0° 6.6 w 8.0
- i . . - N
NO OPINION | ro,g' 0.9 125.3
] |
5 7
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The results in Table Ii confiwms this judgment.. Amid the ¢

wide vafiability in "Yes and “ilo Opinion" responses, there is B
, consistent agreement that only a small percent of tutors and tutees
find the sessions unpleasant. tHowever, the indicptions are that.the

relationship does not often develop\beyond a sﬁperficial_friendlinch.

]

Only 25.7% of the tutees report'that they discuss personél‘problems-

with the tutor and both, tutor and tutee, agree'thag\personal—social

~

relationship beyond the school situation is virtually non-existent as

shown in Table III. . ‘ : : . y

TABLE ITL. ' .
TUEOR-TUTEE SOCIAL CONTACTS

(Percent of Ruspondents)

_"/ )

C o ) _ -
B L , ) — T
' /// , - .} TUTEE ! TUTOR

| TUTOR VISITS HOIE OF TUTEE .2 3.0
- ’. n. l.
TUTEC VISITS HOME QFTUTOR | 1.00 } 1.0 | -
i ] . .

L N
The data offers a wide range of indiééfors as to éhenge in
éttitude on the part of the tutee;; Most of the tutors (82:8%) believa
that thé’ tutees are interested in getting good grades while 96% of
thé pérents report that their children ta;ﬁ;about‘going to éollege '

and college life. Both tutors and’ tutees agree that College Life and L

 Job Careers are the two topics of .major interest to the tutees in.

7 —.
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terms of frgqﬁency}of diSCQSSiGn. The dréas\éf interé§t are apparently
'rsiﬁilar(fon.a;{ tﬁtee;'sihée the correlations for the rank order of
v %mportance'df topicé-di3cuééeq rangé frqm :96 to 1.7 for centers, sex,
ége and grade distriﬁutionsl. .

Both parents and teachers have noted specific changes in

, -

-

éttitude as reportpd.in Table IV.

\/ . TABLE IV

' .~—JUDGHMENTS OF . PARENTS.AS TO IPROVE

.
- . s
. < . .
&, .
: d . :
. i

THPROVE FEELING, TOWARD: .| | =
STUDY | SCHOOL { ‘FEACHER i
YES ) 73.3.| 74.4 65.3
RN S U S ' .
LN Y g0 9.3 18.7
R |
NO CHANGE | 13.7 16.3 ] .16.0 - f
..‘ .'

TableTIV.VSuggests that there has been a greater improvement
in attitude toward education than toward people in eéucation, such as
teachers. This indicatign_is Supported by a report of teachers in which
fhere is éimost total agreement. that the areas of g;eétést improvement
~in which the.tutees have evidencedifavorab}e change are in{ 1) educational
Amotivation; 2) attitude foyard school; 3) aspiration level and; 4) self-
concept, in that order. Attitude toward pcople as peers; teachers,
"counselors, showed the least amount ofwfavorable change.

In summaiy, the results indicate that, although the expected

i
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tutor-mentor role did not evolﬁc, the tutor—tutec.rqlationsh%p w;s !
gengrélly congenial. Improvement in grades vas rcportgd for over
half of the tutecs, indicating a feasonablg attainment of the goal cf'
academic improvemenf. Changes in attitude among the tutees weré

evident, particularly in the areas of educational motivation, attitude
e .

"

toward school, aspiration level and self-concept. Thus,.it would
appear that, despite the variability within the program,- the benefits
of the tutoring program permeated the total program. Since tutoring

programs throughout the country almost invariably repcrt .some degree

of sucess, it would appear that the tutoring programs serve to enhance

«

a remedial program. . .
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