
ED

AUTHOR ilteoghlr Barbara , And Othe
TITLE Five Years of Research in S

Summary Report.
California Univ. , Los Angeles.
Education
California State Dept. of Education, Los Angeles.
SERP-1975-A19
Oct 75
SA-5893
45p.

--pcx ENT- RESUME'

INSTITUTION.'

SPONS'.AGENCY,
REPORT WO

-PUB DATE
CONTRACT
NOTE

EDRS P CE MF-S0.83 HC-$2.06,Plus Po stage.
DESCRIPTORS Abstracts; .Data *Dili-very Systems;

Exceptional ChildrEducation4 *HandiCaPped Children;
*EeSearch Proje,ets;,*RéSeaiCh Reviews-(Publications
esponsibility; Special EducatiOn; *State Programs;
Teacher'.Ed dttoni 1

IDENTIFIERS *Calittirni Final Reports

ABSTRACT

program conducted-in fornia tofillvestigate Substantive prbblems
is the summar 'report of a.5-year reseagch

--and questions rele n o the education 1Df exteptional children, with

4/
emphasis on resea ch- e ns having "direct implications for the
development and/ tion of ,ublic school special "education
program: Priority recommenda ions stemming from over 60 separate
Rrojects coitering bro of special educAtion topics.and
target groups are rep. ed, inc uding the ollowing (listed'after
subject headings):, training (implementation of immediate chaAges in
pre- and ieSetvice regnirements), comprehensivenese of services
(systematic effort to identify exceptional pupils now. unserved)
responsibilitiep for servdces (delineatipn Of responsibilities), da
collection ssstems,. (implementation of comprehensive record keeping
systems), and coordinated research (expansion of "'tate support for
research). The bulk Of-the document consists of abstracts on-the
projects.,completed during the first four phase. A list of the phase

projects is included. Alq appended is a list of over 100 selected
publicatiiins, presentations, theses, dissertatlons, and grants

r,

derived frOm participation in the project.,(I8)

***** ***** ** ** *** ic********** ********************* **
.Documents.acquired by ERIC,include many tnformal unpublished *

*aterials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
* to Obtain the best copy available. Heverthele'ss, items of marginal
* reproducibility are.often encountered and this affects the quality
* of the microfiche ahd hardcopy,reproduc ion'e ERIC makes available *

via the ERIC Document Reiaroduction 'Serv ce. (EDRS). EDRS i not *
responsible for the quality of the orig nal document. Reproductions *
supplied by Eus are the,best that can be made froi the original. *
*********** ************************************4!******************



FIVE S 'OF RESEARCH IN _RECTAL EDUCA1TON:-

.A.SDEgARY REPORT /

Bar-ha Keogh

Stevan 3. Kukic

Melinda Sberdone

Technical .Report SE 1975 7 Al9

U ARTPANNYOPHIALTH..
DUCATION A WOLFAIIII

NATIONAL INSTITUT' op '4
EDUCATION;

THIS.' DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REP
DLICED EXACTLY-AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ANIZATION
ATING IT. POINTS oF vIEW OR OPINIONs
sTATED 00 NOT NEcESSARILy BEPRE.
sENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INsTITUTE oF
EDUCATION POsITION oR Roo&

,

Prepared Under ContraCt'No. SA 5893 Between the
California State Department of Education and the.
.University of California, Los Angeles

1
A

Oraduate School of'Education

nfiArsity of California, Los Angeles

October 1975



Fo

This.report was prepared under Contract No. SA 5893 between the .
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PRIORITY RECOKKE ATIONS

Projects completed over the ,-,five years of the -UCLACS4LA Special

cation Research PrOgraM have, yielded a...number of specific snggestione f

,

improvement of serViCes to plapils wiih special educational needs., Despite

dive _y and the specificity recOmmendSti: s accompanying each re- /
/

sea distudy a. iunber ofrecommendations _tand out by -appearing in almo all.,
---,,- .

projebta Such re ommendation deeerVe,particular attention and response, as-
/

-they cut across categories, of exceptionality, geography, age, g ade level and'-
,

program specifics They become especiallY- important en the impetus of the

California Mastcr Plan for Special Education n---these recommenda ions stand

alone, seeming to be so basic :and so pervasive to improvement of services,
-

ve designated them Priority Recommendations.

TRAINING

is-recommended-that-immediate-changta in-pri-and-inservice train-

ing requirements be implemented to ensure that,educators at all levels of

sehoofeervices have accurate and c mprehensive understanding oftexceptional
_

children and their educational needs.:

Preserviee traininefer bdth regUlar and special education teachers
must anclude coursework in the-dthdy,o6.exceptional children'as prerequisite
to-certification and credentialling, Spe4alized-school Professionale(school
peychologists, administrator's, eiource!'epecialists) must\have advanced,
indepth coursework and eUperience With exceptional pupils.±as part of their. :
preptratiOn fer consultant-epecialist roles. Edusators aiready in the system
must be upaated;with accurate and current-information about\ exceptional Pupils

,and appropriate edu'cationaI programs,for them.,-Such,efforts require
,

lative action, funding, and cooperation ,of State, county, andslocal education ,

,authorities is well.as of training coliegee and universities. .We urge that
',the-State Department.of Education assume a major role'in developing netessary
',liaisons-with other agencies and resources in order t develo0 effective,
mandated'pre7 and inservice training programs.'



4.
COMPREHENSIVENESS OF SERVICES

rt is récommendedthat.educatioñalagencLas

local= leyels undereake Sy

captional pupils how tinge ved

State, CoUntt, ana

tematic ahd comprehensive ffort;.to identify ex-
.

n order to ensure ppropriate serviceS for them;

here are unfortunately large'nambers ofpupi16-in both rUral and_urban
ardas who are not.now provided appropriate.and comprehensiVe'edadational
setvices. The problem is in part ane of recognition ofresponsibility for

.

=service, andin part inadaquacY of pravisions for delivery of services- .

Particular Plans for educational SerViCes will vary eecording toYarea and
. .

OuOils; but recognition of the extent end. kind of eduCational need-is impe a e.

- .

. RESPONSIBILITIES FOk srRvIcEs

It is recommendea that responsibilities'for-ilelivery of services to

pupils needing speciallzeeeducatiOnal prograMs.he delineated Sothat'lanctions

UStete, countY, and lOcal eaucatioh authoiirieS, 4s well As-other community

resourtes, are clear; and that working resPOnsibilitles

-ithiri and among agencies 4re specified.,

! _

and liaisons-436th
,

.Diespite legislated program.mandates, there re often,gaps,in proram
quisites ahd program support, as well ea-inconsistencies in implementation.
Approved guidelines are sometimes-incomplete. Or embiguoaS, with the resalt.
that comprehensive, continuous services aresometimes not available,. Re-
sponsibilitiCs within agencies (State,coulity,Jocal) reqhire:periodic review
in-orderto ensurT.thee-e forts are coordinatedi hot .overlapping or nonexistent.



'DATA COLLECTION SYSTEMS

\

It id ecommended 'that Stdte county, and,local educational authoritles

mplereent comprehensiVe sYsttms of record keeping apd data collection which
.

.

Will allow review of prograMs and whi.Ch id.11 provide informajion..and 'evidence

-hich.to base educational decisions.

'Useable data systems are basic to educational decisimas on individual
and proSram matters,-whether at the local or State levels. '-Datdcollection

, _ .

systems.carinot-ee imposed but must be developed;.to meet requirements at the
unitjr c4ganiiational level. We recommend snecifically.ihnt the gvaluation
and Research 4ection of the State Department 'of Education Make vigorous-efforts_ ..._-_ .- , .

o_assist local And county education-agencies in this effort.

ended that th State exPand is supiort to research in

esearch to be conducted within the general priorities

Assion on Special Edueation."

Whereas evaluation efforts have received considerable attention,and
---fUnding;-resear _Ton-,basic-questions-in the-field-his received only minimal

support. In. order It, plan lor futu Immgrams, it is imper tive to have on-. .

!-going. suhstantive data. '_Evaluation pay :tell us whereye ha_ been, but re earch
is needed to provide us with information in order to make decisions as to here
we should's°. 'We'0-ommend strongiy that the State supporta wide ranging and
lbngtr proirafit 'of _search in special education.'

:



A TROGRAN,.OF RES

'11.21:8±2Aast

IN SPECI EDUCATION

The UCLA-CSULA Special Ed cation Resea ch Program wa9 establishe for

Yea period by actien Of 1 the California State Legislature in 1 7
0.-

, ,

1099 provided that a small proportion of total State'funds ex

'pende for special education ograms be,allecated _for research. The o-
, .

five-

Senat Bil

-UAiveriity'of California Campuses having ntdoctotal Programs with
A

state universities:were designated as,tesearch centers.

and Berkeley campuses,
k

e University of C lifornia and the. Los Angeles

sitY system-have:worked together

Thus the Lo_ Angeles

and San Francisco campusea of the State Univ

to imple ent this legislation.. The UCLA-CSULAIRessearch Program operated under

the administrative direction of a UCLA faculty member in Special Education,

. with offices i_ Mbore Hell on the-UCLA eampu ace wws provided by the,

-University of California. The Program Offi coOrdinated the many and diverse

-research-projects Conducted in the field an on,the\UCLA and CSULA campuses.. -

Major responsibilities of the Retearch PreAram staffwere to, identify and

plan needed'research Projects, xpedite and

vities disseminate findings, and

nthesizg ongoing research acti-

serve as ason betgeen university research e

and,pereonner in State and local echkation agencies

oâls /

Research carried out during the five years was waded by the overall
----

goal of the UCLACSULA Program: to investigate substant -Peeblems,

ques ions relevant to exceptional Jiildren, with emphas

questions having direce implications. for



school spacial education progra-

oW can s hooli provide op

Theprimary question of concern

_fictent. 'and- effective programs for ex-.

taptional,children? Major reearch questiOns included: What are the

edUcationally relevant chara eristics of$differing, populations o exceptional

_children?- What instruction_l techniques and materials are most effective with
-

partiedlar kinds- of excepionaJ Chil

Special educationdelivery of

en7 What are effective odelstfor,

ervices? Jlow cawvie train teacher and...other

_school personnel to recognize and Fork'successfully'with children with differ-,
$

ent eaucatioaal abilities ahd experiences? . Review of the state-of the art

in the field showed clearly that subs;antive data to answer these question

were unavailable. Indeed, many educational progra s appear to bpera

faith or intuition rather than on evidence. The progradi of coordinated re

search was developed to Provide 'needed- evidence on which to build more

effective educational programs.'

Numbers_ and 2pè _f:Projetts

Specific research projects were designed and car jei'out by UCLA-CSU1A

faculty and, advanced graduate students, following priorities developed hy. the

State.Special Education Commission, the State Departffient. Edudation and

public.school district personnel. Over the five years, 20,facuity membera.',.

from UCLA and CSULA have been directly involved in research proj/ects under

this program and over. 40 graduate students from the tuT6 institu_ions have

served as-project leaders and research assistants. On site fild research

has been

-.!distritts have

conducted in 98 public school districts, and at_ leas 400 other'

participated in research studie's by providing ata through

J1 and telephone interviews, and,the like, ResearCh,.



-

jrojecta-haVe distrcts

and ru alv.partidipating Otitrict

opelate a variety Of,- pecial prog
1

Over%WseParate project-5'h,

:target groups studied have included

_iroighout the :Etate, largeand small, urban'

Serve a dive ,ity-of-pupif poOlations and-

_ye heen completed dpqng the.five -year-

pupils in spacial education

,olasSifieationa,fo,- edticable and ieve_ely mentalay etardedieducationallyr
-

alandicapped, emotionally disturbed, Mnitihahdicapped, visually impaired,
,

deaf-and hearitig impaitid, and aphasic, as-well as schwil professionals,

. , ,__. ,

A.g.4-.-.special and regul classroom teachers-, printipalS, and, school Psycho-
. -

t
..

. ...
logists who ser-- ekoeptiongl 4hildren Research subjectJ ranged from infAn

_ ,- , fzwzi
.

_and preschoolers tb high hoof and post hiih schd:ol pupils and'itheir parents.

Major single Anvestigations and setsktf continuing Studies were:direc'red at

suchropica'a6 early ldentification-of educationally high:risk-and-high .

potential children-, assessment ancrodudational planning for multinandicaPped

and pensory impaired children,-delivery of Services to exceptional pupils in

rural areas, evaluation and 'remedial planning for EH' pils, inservice-

training for teachers administrstors, school psycholog oxher school

:p ofessional peradnnel. A number of projects were focusod urrent and

urgent eduCational :opics, viz. 7Mainstreeing ithe California: Master Plan

for Special Education. In short, the range of topis arid target groupere-

fleets the diXersity.of special education pro'grams and the pupils they serve.

The-research4rograwhas, thus, been representatiVe of the field. Abstracta

_f studios according,to the year Completed' -may be found In Appendix 4 of this



DisseminatiOn

'Dissemii
-

on of information Was accomplished in three,way topie4

df.reports,were sent regularly to approptiate individuals and institutions

and to 411 districts'particiPating the various projects; requests

iepokts were Answered as-reteived;. four Research Conferentes'Were held:

'describe And diacuss result_

larly to appropriate State ana
, . .

In:specific, copies of'reports were sent regu-
,

Federal Officisls-, o local school district

personnel who partici ated'in research -projects, and'to a wide range of pro- .

lessionals throughout the Country. In addition to-over5500 reports sent mist

following completion of proiects separate requests for over '3000 copies of
L

reports were-received and answered. These.unSolicited requests'came from'

professionals in local school distficts (teachers, schoOl Psychologists,

speech and.14nguage specialists, school oounselora,ana the like), universi

professors and students,,state and local men& Nalth.agencjes, private

centersandschoolS, and professional organizations. Requests were received

from throughoutthe Uated States end from Canada Great Britain, Holland,

Austria, Germany,'Israel, and_several South American cOdntries. Three Re-
.

search Conferences were held on the UCLA campus one ai.CSULAI- these Conferences

wefe a tended by over.1000 persons. In addition to dittct dissemination, re-

.

'sear h results have been utilized by researthers ss bases for-publications,

presen ations, theses, and aissertAtions ana td secure research grants from

Federal and State agencies, A list of:publications, presentations, an4re-

. search grants tay be.found Ln Appendiz B. ,



III A PROPOSEb MODEL FOR RESEARCH

The number-n.f projects completed,

researchers and school profes ionals and

eco emdations; provide strong support for

rdgra of research There are few if any

e working interaction between

he substantive findings and

the, effectiveness of a cordinatid

single studies which answer im-

portant questions sufficiently cr:efficiently but a conti

and concentrated research ,effort yields a body

uing, coordinated,

f information which may ansWer,

important questions and provide direction for hange, ,Knowledge that consis7

tent funding forresearyi is available,allowf researchers to take'.-on major
; , 1

long term studies rather than limiting thei-
-:-

fferts to separate one

projedta. .A program of research-is also cost e

:Research Progam, early.studiagenera

were'shared and research personnel, he

,design,and conduct neW and'ongoing stu
-

In the,-,DCLA.CSUlA,

d subsequent investigations. bate

ped-ope- anothtr examine results,
I.

es, and determ ne the practical appli-

,datiOn6 oftfindings. Early effortsorovide4r:the baais for more definitiVe and

insightful projectS. 'As the p..ogram progressed, researchers- wQrkin vift th:e

field:began to appreciate the complexity ef progra d the neceisity of

,designing research to investigate that complexity educators in the field

became more Sensitive to

and to

arch needs- inherent,in their ongoi g programs

the diffidaties'in conducting field research.'

A majo benefit of, the five year involvement has been increased

communication, mutual understanding, and respect between public school and ,

universitY personnel. District:personnel have gained informatiOn and deas

of direct -relevance for delivery.of servides to pupil aditinistrators in

Irt



Department of Education have rece ve

-to Consider i_.policy formulation; the-universities lave gained Iroa

ehecradli relçvant trining .opportunitieWfor students

as benefitting 'from first-hand invOlvement in problets And questions_ at the

program'level. This working 1nteractioriof publii schocil State.,Departmen

of Education, and university personnel may

education.

basis of our,experiente-over the past five .yeari, we propose

step model of research in special education. The e steps allow delineatien

of responsibilities fez* the various-components of.a comprehensive progfam of

'research and maximize talenta experience, and expOrtiab.of participants

-

AlthoUgh the Model as developed_within the.contekt of special eduentibn

'California, -it 1.0 bbvieusly aPplicable In other

Establishment of Priorit Researli Areas ,

Major problem areas for priority.conterns are eb b shed.ap,the.State:

level-by State' Department bf Education staff, the S te Commission oic.Spebial

Education, and,other appropriate State personne yaking intb gtoUnt inpdt-, .
_

from publit school and college and universi facuty,parent5, and.other

special interest groups..

DP.;1.ELI2f_aRftLELPIJU!t-ea--h Prglects'
A

Research studies_are plAned and designed rby unlversity 2ae-archers

within the Pricritr_areas as defined.itep 1- Review'of pro ect -pia

appropriate-state>bfacials ensures that7prqjects are consistetiii, with State;

,priorities;_ba leaves decisions of deliin and operation to indiVidual te.7

searchers,-;

_Stip Conduct.of Pro etts

rational activities necessar to complete projects are carried.out

by university reseateh.staffi working.:Within'the fiical and time Constraints

agreed upon t.11. Step 2 .



Ri -tin And Revie- ed Pro ec

Detailedreports of.edch project, including design, methods, results;
and recommendations are prepared by 4researchers for theState Department of
EdUcatton,and the Commission on Spedial Education. Reports providt:information

.

as well as opportunity,for review.and eValuation by Department saff cky independent
evaluators.

§1!,P._LPlaE111-211-on of Findings

D -semidation ig the joint rapons bility of the university researchers
and.the State Department'of Educaticjn. In-estigators are obliged to communi-
cate through.pilofessional papers end presentations.. At the Same time, the
-Statepeparpment of-Edupation; through its_many and ongolng relationships with
,school distticts, Must be e ptimary A_sseminhtor of_information.

6: Implementatión of'Results

The.State Department 'of Edueation, working with appropriate,school
district personnel, must actively develop programmatic strategies for bridg
ing.about changes. Stet& Department staff hre alto responsible.for working .

cooperatively with legislative.and exectitive:bftnches of state govdrnment
to ensure that where peeded, legislatiVeitcbanges-come'about.

. It?
. -The propOsed.rescarch model i not original; but may be unique as a'

0

formalized, cooperative, and long term :esearch effort between State ;Depart-
./

1

.ment of:Education and 1Jniverity researchers Is rare. ,Tbe model; takes into

aecount\particular Skills o -ofessionala in:different but complementary

settings. lt is not likely thel-tHe Ma y of State. Depa Merit of Educe-

tion officials have training, experienceS, time, or facilities to catry on

-technical resdarch. If is even less likely that university'researchera
,

.
..

.

have training and expertise in administrative and legislative aspects of

government and program organization. Both areneeded. The.proposed mode177:

combines particular strengths of each.. Th research model requires continu-.

ing and close -orking interactions,

a

commitments of continuity of
,

funding. Ov _ tht five years of the WI. _-CSULA research a rangements with

the State Depart entof Education, we have learned many lessons about research

special education. Not, ell of our efforts h v been successful, but orcr-

ave collected extensivciformation which may be used 11:i the basis for

policy and'program changes. In we have tested s

proposed model. The effort must na stop there.

It

10

;

through 5 of the



Appendix A

Abs racts'of.Projects.Completed DuThg Phases I-IV

Along 'with a Listing Of Phase V Projects

Phase I 1970-1971

-

RESEARCH INTEREST OF SPECIAL EDUCATIbN ADMINISTRATORS
David C. Loe Laurence Becker '

Research interests o'fAnblic school special-education administrators
were sampled to establish pciorities for redearch topics. During spring ancV:'
suMmer 1971,-representativeA of 26 school districts in Southern California
were.interviewed. Interviews.consisted ofopen-ended discussions; adminid-
trators were encouraged..to identify and discuds areas of Concern or interest
relatedsto dpecial-educion.programs Results indicate that administrators

-2

'viewed develoPment of evaluative techniques es.most crucial '(62%), while.:
selection of teachers (46%), early identificat,ton ',(42%), elimination of
labels 38%), and planning-. for indivldual differences (31%) were also frequen
mentioned.

AN EXPERIRENTAL PRESCHOOL PROJECT: PUPIL AND FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS
Erma Bley Idhn R. Kershner

. A field study, utilizing participant obsetver'techniques,- was designed
to aSsess the 71' -tionship between characteristicAin the hoffie environment,-
iarents' 1eveLfjucatior and SES, and children's performance on Slosson
Inteliigence.Test Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test,''Slossen Oral Redding Test,
D-1( Scale of Late 'Dominance, and Kershner's Spatial Ability-Task. Subjects
were 9 Chicano, 9 glo and 2 Oriental families and their 21 preschool and
.22 school children,'drawn from one elementary school districts. Rather than
educability, A facilitating Index, developed around 4 variables (physical'
--ce, diversity of stimulation; self-directed-movement, and parental respon-.

siveness), differentiated between Chicano and Anglo families. Results
suggest qualitative differences between Chicano and Anglo childrenlin infor-
mation processing strategies,'Chicano children attending to spatial r.W.ation-
ships in contrast to Anglo children who tended to be more verbally articulate.

0----

INITIAL ATT1MPT TO TEST IHRRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MAN'S
SENSITIVE PERIOD FOR LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AND HIS

' ABILITY TO LEARN ESSENTIAL READING SKILLS
W bster Ragan Callaway

Twenty-seven children participated in an experimental preschoo_ ding
,program.. Fourteen children, rAnging iii age from two year .tfIvç1ea
worked on formal xeading Iessons.at least three,times per weekf9ne or
more months. Readihg lessons were programmed components of the Borg-Warner
System 80, a dihgnostic and prescriptive audio-visual unit for individualized
instruction. AllehildXen attained succesqful independent machine operation.
Pre- and -post-test sc'ores .(Alphabet Recognition-Test) rvsulted in a mean
ovoralf.gain of 48.5%-, range of improvement from 31% (five-yearolds).to 63%
(two-year-olds). Results indiciato progressein acquisition of initial reading

'Lskills, tending to bear out ty'central hypothesis of n biologically based
,

6?ci1itation ot reading :61dependent Of mental age. 1

1 4

11,



'CHARACTER1STICS .OF PROGRAMS AND PUPILS DESIGNATED AS MULTIHANDICAPPED
AnnetteTessier Glenda'Gay- .

Assembly. Bill 1886 (1970) created a.new category; Multihandicapped (MH),
deaf-blind, and-other multihandicapped. .With.400 classes anticipated by.
1975,need to develop and implement quality services to-MBHchildrenyes.recog-
nized. This.'study was_ a. descriptOe'survey of curient.status Qf MH claSses
in Southern Califernia school districts with parricular reference to prograT,
pupil, and teacher characteristies. Data were derived from questionnaires
complete& by .23 school district administrators and .36 teachers of. MH,children
during onsite visits to 12 distritt'prOgrams in:Southern California.. Results-
'rendered a wide tange.of practides ahd Precedurea in programs.for MH children.
Needs far development Of pupil identification criteria, prograffi goals, assess-
ment procedures, sPecial educational teChniques, teaeher training, and patent*
-education.Programs were- expresied by hoth administrators and teachers. The
folloWing recommendations were made: 1)obtain more exteneive information. on
characteristics.of, MHYchildren throughout..Californial2) obtain information

.

from school districts relative toThildeophy, organization, and administration
of all special' educatioh-classes.including program goals for MH.clasees, 3)
further develop.and refine Criteria for. MH diass,placement', 4) define rolee
and competencies of school personnel employed tO eerVe the MH child, and 5)-
expand MHsprogram to: provide for children under tIlree years of age.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIORS EVENTUATING TN REFERRALS.FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION
Steven R. Forness'

AlthoUgh previous inveseigar ens of children's. cl ssroom behav oi have.
been approached'throughreacher ratine aftd othtr ).rect means of obtaining,
data, the presentsrudy focused on directSystematicOba'ervation of children
in their public school elementary classrooms: SubjiCts were ten seven-year-old
.boys who had been referred to a child psychiatric cilnic as school problems.
They were observed over a Period of six days durinkcheir reading and math
groups. Their' behavior and teacher or peer respohses were coded aceprding.to
predetertinecreategories and compared with these of'Male pedis in the groups..
Significant differences were found for appropriate behaviers in reading, but
differences only approaehed significande immath. Results,werediscussed in
terms ldifferences in.group size and teacher iponst,. and implications for .,

public Sschool referral prAtic6s.
4

EDUC °NALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S PERCEtrION OF 1SK INTERRUPTION
Barbara K. Keogh Cathleen, W chmann ahill

Thirt9.nine-year-old and thirty tweive-year-old-heys enrolled in public
school classes for the Educationally Handicapped. (EH) were prosentpd with six'
block design tasks, three of whieh were interrupted before completion'. Prei-

instructions defined interruption aa success, failure, or aW a neurrhl event.
Upon completion of the ,series subjecta were asked to choese'a task to repeat
and then asked Why they had.not completed all tasks. Repetition choice did
notyary with instructional-conditions. For mine-year-old subjects placement
of biamt for interruption-varied with instructions. COmparisons of EH children
with normal and educable mentally retprded aamples revealed that older EH .

'childrewwere like retardates in perception of interruption: i.e., they were
overwhelmingly self-blaming. Expectancy,for failure and a self-%laming in"
terftetation of interruption appear to increase with prolonged achool f-ilure.
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DIFFERENTIAL PROGRESS RATES; WITHIN AN-EDUCATIONALLY
HANDICAPPED'POPULATION -

*Janet Switzer .

Thia.study examined the question of differential ptqfess rates of 11.
'delineated 4Ubgroups with an Educationally HandAE ped (EH) sample. lising

, _

the caseload'of a private benter-fmEducationarm berapy, a nonprofit facility,
a preliminary analysis: of testfindings pertinent to Children's academic %

. progress rates was Carried out. The basic sample ConSisted Of-347 children,
'270-boys, 77 ,giris, mean dA 9-11.. For, the sample-:as'a whole, mean reading
progress was 1.4 years per year; with spelling and arithmetic progress et 1.1
yeais Per year. Higher IQ, ga well as Older chibaren made fearer progress

'tharl,did lower IQ er younger children. However,'childred With IQ:below 80_
made 1.1 year_p,vertess per year, suggesting the neCeSsity with this-group
Ebr very early intervention ro preverit, iftpossible, the:.chilesifailing
behind. Relationship-of type of disability(d.g., Vigual perceptual, .auditory
perceptual, emprionally,disturbed) to.progress rate was undifferentiated.:
Questions as to the,optimal point- of intervenrion and the coMmo-ly accepted
goal of "catching the child up" wdiscussed.

'Phase II 197171972

CLASSROOM-OBSER TION OF POTENTIAL
. SPECIAL JCATIoN CHILDR4EN

Sr en R. Farness:

Direc_t:ob'servation'af ch 1 in classrooms is a techniquewhich '

has had iateasing.usefulnes s 'allowss s..rticstudyo f.
children's learning and beha e s in ' ingain which they

octui. The.purpose of the pre study was to d erMtne if children
with. learning OT behaViar prohlems were different from their peers'in :
the game_classroor; kn.-terms of,observable behavior. Subjects for the
study were 24 boygLin!grades'one 2 6 three who.were referred ro a
psychiatric clinic for evaluation Of school learning-and/or behavier
problems. All were of normal intelligence and enrolled in thj regular
grade's btit werp,viewed as potential special education referrals. TheY
-were observed unobtrusively in the classroom-over a period of six con-
secutive days during thetr readiu and math.,groups. Results indicated
that tatget children engaged in .significanriy less, taslc.oriented
behavior (attending and interact-positive categories) rhan their peers,
but there were no significant differencesJd disruptive behavior. .Use

of this technique as a screening device and for early identification.of
problem children was discussed.
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PROGRAMS FOR EDUCATIONALLY HANDICAPPED AND ED1.161BLE
MENTALLY RETARDED PUPILS: REVIEW AgD RECOMMENDATIONS

Barbara K. Keogh
'Laurence D. Becker
Maurine B. Kukic
Stevan J. Kukic

Thia udy is a review and analysis of characteristics of pupils
, ,

and programs
/

ncluded bnder the headings Educationally Handicapped (EH)
and EduCable rehtally ketarded (EMR). Concerns have been expressed
about appropridtp4ss and -effectiveness of diagnostic techniqu4s for
placement, ongoipg evaluation of children' and rogramb, program
effectivonesls, 'teacher 6redentialing and prepare ion, and roles

/

special schools and special programs. This study was carried Out to
provide systeMatic data which might be used to nswer these questions.

i,.,..A statewi sample of Cali liornia public school istricts was drawn to
meet samp,le parameters of size, school district organization, communit)/
SES, and ethnic composition. Within eadh district, individ inter-
views we e conducted with the administrative officer respensible fort

. i
EH/EMR Programs and with classroom ,teachers in EH and EMR`progrAmS-. '

Pupil haracteriiics werjassessed through district records. This

;

sampli g desi.n rg suited in inclusion of MR
1.

24 school districts, 655 E
nqnd 7 EH pupils, 111 teachers.of,EMR .agd 176 teachers of EH, and.29
schoo 11 administratorg. The sample is considered to rpClect, the variety
ibnA cope of the school programs for-EH and EMR pupils in California.
Findings,were organizeCto consider malt* questiOns, huing to do with
pl'ogram administration, classroom instruction, i entification and place-
ment pkocedures, followup, 'program strengths, an program problems. EMR
and ER daia-Were analyged séparatelyrznd.ib relat on to each other. Data

,

provide the basis for.determination of the deghee of congrupnce between
programparameters and pupil needs. Recomm dati6nsfor program'changes
at the.local and statewide 1 els-have been mmulated.,

TEACHERS' FERCEPTIONS'OF-EDUCATIONALWHIGH-RISK,CHILDREN
Barbara K. Keogh '

.
Chexyt Ange Tchiv

.

Teachers are key'ppple in IlferYal of educ
children". Howeve articurar haracterisics whtçtl -caupe LeaEher

out,potent.Lal rbblem childr6 are unclaar.4 This stu war,/

designed to invest i,p1te kindergarten and first gracp.thers'
, .

perceptions o,fn what constitute high-sisWbehavions of-cltildren
classrooms. Ihkrty-two kindergartqn and firdi'8rad&teashprs
ihterviewed to elicit theledescriptiona of potential WAAtiona y

Hanlicapped (E0 and Educabre-Men6illyfRetarded (MR) chtldy Thq
most frequently atated characteristics from,the,intervkews tic tabulated-
into a Oecklist and presented to 8.5 other kindirgaiekil.ftnii'ffist &rade

. .

teachers. Thirty-seven teachers responded to the checklist. ,4,1017-.
findings wre: (1) There is cOnniderable agreement among teachers 1:1-1 4r--

identifying high-risk characteristics.- (2) Kinaergarten and"first grae
teachers are nenaitive to common h*tih-riSk charactcriatico, P(3)'Tenchera
perceive surpr'iaingly clear-cut differen6c:o betweeh'Amtental 1N1 and MR'
pupils:

17
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'FIELO.INdEFENDENCE-DSpENDE CE, RSFLECTIONIMPULSIVITY,
AND-.PROBLEtl-SOLVING STY ES-OF .PRESCHOO/.....CHILDREN.

, . .

Barbara K, Keogh
me1414 F, Welleè
And"a L. Weiss:-

This etydy was designed to
preschool children, in ttrms of:mode
ganiiatipn, and inner-outer .directe
relate to sthool achievefaent-in pri

vestigate problet-solving s y es of
- ,

of-field apProach, Terteptual or
nenno dimens ions' hypothesized to

y grades: Sdbjects werd23 boys
and 23 girls.(CA range 50-63.monthWfrom a Southern-California preschool .

loeafed in a predomihantly Anglo, middled-Clase communiey. -Field inde".-

pendcnce-dependence'Was zes'eSsed with a portable,Rod'And Frame-Test% a-...,

m ified Embedd6d Figures Ttpt, and a Draw;-A-Person Test;.reflectjon-4
.im ulsivity Was peasured,with a modified Mnrching'Fasilliar'Figures Test,
Problem sblving Atyles were determined with an imitiatinn Test; a Puzzle
-Gamer and- LCCan8ellatio0ask. ,In general, boys-were,.field ind pendent

A(and girls field dependent.. Analynes of problbatsolk7ing-tahks' evealed
girls, aseeompared td.'boyit relied more on sitUati6nal and soclal

ucs in performiwithe tasks. Cirls_verbilized 'More than boyaand
theii ver4alcZations were4 a social naturerthey alpo glanced :away
from taskspore. Findinb suggest t4'i.Aignificant itx-reTated.diff-

- erences in priblem solvinestrategies are i'dentifiable in pireschOol, . .

children.- It is important that sucliMindiVidual _differences be taken
. . ,

.into account it efilucatibpal,planning and progromm r:-
,

CORROATES OF EARLY READINO SUCCESS
-IN PRESCHOOL CHILDREN

'Pdul A. l(iinger.
W.-Ragan Callawai

-
,

-
, i-Thirty-sik Children-, .agei two anti a-half ehroug0fivewere

.taughlsV:ected beginftiffeadIng skills :Using materials:programmed'
sequehtialty. Instruetton.was individuaclized and continued for'eighti
weeks:: Chrldran.were then compared on, the baeis of their.learning rates
anclyost-progr tnansfs..F.".CArdlations.,were coMputed betwe0 subjece
phafactefistics .progrnm p.erformance Amang,4:Tesefullediers, the

1 7 .

amount of .knopledge m.of progra malperial prior _ in4tructi,on was)the
single.mht significant .coft.elatfeo: Chronological npand intelligenc
were.not-signIEicant,ly corNlated.with success,:

..., --

. ,. ,. 6

.AUDIOLittCAL,ASNSSMENT -tip RUBELLA.tHi
piriey

-

,mini,ir Atesting oyoung, multihandicapped rubella children
indicdted t t ittandard audiometric techniques havc not been produc-

tive'. kearch f the literature provided little infprmation as to
methodoiogyi..for asseasment of thene children. The purpose'of this study
.was to develop a method to iissens the-peripheral hearing lona of the,,,
multihand4capped, rubella chfld. Wh infofmal pretesting- procedureJ
and: formal tenting methodology were developed. Testing procedures
included Oe use of teachers and -parent° in addition to extennive. class-
room obuervation -of the child prior tn tenting. Analysis of prior
tentingdata showed large discrepancies in ter6n of diagnonin.. These
discrepiancien have resulted in a dil enwm kor personnel involved in

-educational planning'and parent counniling.
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ROME. LONGITUDINAL STUDY
,Jack Share
Gari Landman

.The 1#erature on,powns syndrome OSYwas surveyed, inAuding
---,discussion of-former As well'as.current practices. DesariptiVe.group
r-dati'werre"gathAred od.a .longitudinal sample of 86,DS,children teen ever,
. a Tie 48 yea.i period. There has-been a shift over the pase decade.in
b th pracaces-and attitudes Eowards DS, with a greaedr-number of these,

ildran remainingAn their hqmes, or in the community. ,Earlytpredic'-
vqh the 'QeselL Developmentat Sciredu.les-given when chlldren were

under:2 yearaof age,werejeund t6 hiVe significant relittonships tos
later'dieakuTes iptelledtual, academic, and aocialqunctionlng. A',

de'range of ,variaeion exiAts lft-the developmentp, aeademic,and-: 1
cia14sikiItsef,these children. amBlications_were drawn, afillpding)the

. 4

recolumehdeflon educatton"inasit ceng-idersome of thesajiS
for progsal .ci,Aers.than che tradilbionell classes..

tt

l'Emo Tro/Iwz EVALUATION OF AN INSERV1# PROGRAM FOR
RGbIAR CLASSROOMIZEACHERS DESTRIED TO INCREASE',

.UNDERSTANDING AND-ACCIPTANCE or _EXZEPTI9NAL'HILDREN
-14ichae1 M. Sloloway

NI%

e -Frank n. Hewett

A.proposed project called.Train and Tradayas dastgned to .

'increase the regular-claseroom-teactierss understa'nding,_ the.:acadtrilic

and behaxioral charactcrisetcs'of the exceptional'chIld. The project
4l

focused'on tWo major components: , the demonstrarion-o rpiping
prograM that:urilizea.J.radidadtic and practicum approac thidevelop-
ment'of aeexperimenttl-design:to measureslAnges in :regular teache`rs

-Attitydes towards thekr understanding oelondicapped cheldren and the
Analysis of data reflecting.integralon-of handicapped children ilmthe
regyiarclastroom. Thirty-seven regulay.tea ndtherp a other schpol

,

personnelpartictpared in the,program. ResUlts were rePortedfori inte-

gration ind indicated that 277. mere handicapped 'children were being
maintained full time in the regular classr.00m during the'f4ist gaVen'
weeks of..the fall semester, 1972, in the experimental sche.c1Vi.c.
Train and Trade school% -Data were not reported on teacher atthudes
because of standardization problems relared to the instrumentAbeing
developed fl'o'Measure such.'attitudes. 'The rationale for conducting such
a ttaining progrkm'was discusS'ed.



DIFFERENTIA 14tOCRESS RATES WITHIN AN
EDUCATIONALLY MANDICAPPED muLATfoN.

'61,14t'Switzer
Pfcciott

.14ilma FAtir.1.

0 relaeed:studiesre concerned witli faaora releVant to the
preOttion of academic prdgress rates'in en educationally handicappfd
populatipn. (Tn'the'first ttudy, the effort was direted trward
taining the- talationship of various kinds of academic.deficits (read-
ing., epelling, and arithmetic) to overall I.Q. patterns (Verbal I.Q.,

--Performancx I.Q., and Full Sca1ej.-01.), as well'.as to clinically
derive0atterns: .Verbal, Perceptual-Motor, and Anxiety-Attentiona
made..up of three NISC subiests eachW Infeirmation for this scot:1y was W
taken from the caseresordtirof 131 EH children, ages 9--1'.21prears. Mi d,
modetatAtland severe acadefac deficit groups.were determitied through
-rank orOering.of aefiat scores. Differences among groups on WISC
pattern scores were enera.11y significant. Clinical patterns were-also
ignificant% Impr juns o4 these findings:reconfirm the WISC as a

'valid predictiveem ure of academic achievement.

The seCond -_udy.developed from.finding
'
in phase I ofthe

,

search, -namely_dolow negative correlation ween auditory memor and

TI

reading de it. sub-tkesample which incl dd 72 males, chroological
age 6.0 tO 9.6i I. : 80 to 124 was s lecipedl The.m an reading deficit
of-the group was 910 mon0s. Scores of the Auditorij Sequential Memory ,
(A§M) subtest of the ITPA, xeading subtest of the T, 4hrono-
logicala.ge of each subject at the time of the init al sting'were

, recorded and statistitally evaluated. -A significan _.ralationshlp was

.
found between auditorymemory and,degree oereading deiicit. ImpliCa-
tions for educational practice were discussed.

DEVELOPMENT CT AS- SMENT PROCEDURE- :OR
YOUNG 11ULTIHA..ICAPPED CHILDREN

Annette Tessier-
ROse-44aiie Swallow
. _Marie roulson

Glenda:Gay

Iiasit to effective educational planning for m'ultihandicapped
children. (MR) is the use of assessment procedures which provide func-
tional behavioral data. The purpose 0 this studyoaas two-fold: I)

4to survey assessment techniques currently in use in various MH programs,
2) to develop experimental assessment procedures for young Mil children.
Results derived from 24 questionnaires returned from programs and
professional leaders provideainforMation of current program practices
aw well as.direction for development tf.the Ocperimental assessment
instrument. The instrument wan designed to obtain behavioral data in
gross-motor performance, visual-motor development,,language development,
socialization, reinforcement,prefelences, and tactile receptiveness.
Video-tape,recording seehriiquen (VTR) were utilized to-record child
performance. Finn 1 rvin ion and validaLion of the instrument, nnd
procedures arc in pr gress.

2 0
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INSTRUCTIONAL MODELS FOR TEACHING DISADVANTAGE
. -.EDUCABLE MENTALLY RETARDED PUPILS f

AlUe Watking0'

\

As. aresul,L,enare Bill 33, passed in! 1970, more than 1:1;00L
educable mentally e _ ed,Children have been returned to regularclags
41acements and labele4 triasitienal EMR'1. , The i--_-ediate problemwas

uk.--

to develop supp4ort programs for those ehildren 'in tder to facilitate
suceessful "ttansition" from'apecial glags:placemen_ to regular claStes.

. The primary focus of this study was.,to investigate israrious models for
'providing reading instruction to disadvantaged Children enrolled in:both
,transition programs and EMR classes. ',The imidels under study Ancluded:-
a traditional classroom reading instructional model; Wone-topone

0- .

tutorial model; and a'ieading resource Center model. 4,1so investigated.%
was theaffectivgness of using programmed instructional materials with
EMR.pupils. Located at a predominatay black,JUniot high school in
South Central Los Angeles, the'project -involved 110 children. Zraduate ,

students from CSULA, Department of Special Education, provided reading
instruction to the various experimental groups. Analyses of the resul.ts
suggested strongly that i4Ividuatized reading instruction pre!ents a
viable approach to'the suceessful.remliatiom ol reading disabilities
among disadvantaged educable mentallretarded children.

Phage III 1972-1973

ASSESSINO'THE CHARACTERISTiCS OF EDUCAW MENTALLY
RETARDED AND EDUCATIONALLY HANDICAPPED STUDENTS
RELATED TO SUCCESSFUL.INTEGRATION INTO A REGULAR CLASS

Douglas J. Palmer
Frank M. Hewett

Integration of mildly retarded, emotionally disturbed-and learning:
'61.1dren- into regular class programs is one-of the major concern._

of.special education. This study was designed to determine which, ii any,
k the demographic, IQ, educational, and teacher scbred -child rating data

on educable mentally retarded (EMB) and educationally handicapped (Eli)
. students are relate& to sudeessful integration into a regular classroom.
The 75,subjects in theaample included 20 EMR and 55 EH pupils who had
imrticipated in a special education integration program. .The dependent
_variable in thd study was the number of days a student was maintained on a
full. time Oasis in a regular class program during the following Fall school
semester. The:independent variableg include teacher,seoredchild rating data
(two rating stales developed by the author), Ss' demographic data (agesex,
and ethnic identification),.Ss' Full Scale IQ score, and SS' educational data'
(achievement test scores', length of time in specifl education, and the- Ss'
diagnostic label, i.e. EMR or EH); For:the EMR sample, it Was found that none
of the independent variables was independently related to successful ineegration
into a regular classroom. For the EH sample, it was determined tliat;Speeial
education toachers' prediction of stUdents' readiness to participate in a'

gular-class and sex of the student were 'significantly correlated with length
of time students were maintained in aregular clans. On the basis of finding's

from this ntudy four recommendations for further research.ar: proposed.

a

18

21



MEASUREMNT OF CHILD N S PERCEPTUAL STYLES: A METH6010GIC
Barbara K. Keogh
Karen H. Tardo

'. This project is one in a series of studies Aesigned to investigate -

individual differenc-es in children's problemmoiming stYles. -The Study was
conducted:to consider the reliability, validity, and feasibility of three
techniques.for asseqsment of Field-independence-DePendence,,an important aspect
of childrerOs'probl4m solving. strategies. In specific', this study was designed.
to assess the relationship between two portable rod and e testa, to deter-
mine the reliability'of each measure, to, estimate the str rtth of relationship
between performance'on the.thr-e tests_ an&available int ence and'achieve-,-
'ment-data.. The sample consist d of the ehtire third grade,in predeminantly
-Anklo, middle SES public scho (32 girls and 31 boys) -Subjects .W07 e'indimidu-
'ally administeed two portable rod and frame tests, the Man-in-a-Box. T_t (ABT)-
and the Nickel Portable Rod-and Framejest (NRFT); and the Children's mbedded.
Figures Test4.(CEFT). Ihe techniques were found-to be feasible and ap ropriate
for primary grade'children. Itshould be noted that,although relationships' .

between the two RFT Measures were significantly high the NRFT was found -o have
relationship to the ex-

/ a:higher tet-retest reliability,and to havg a highe
ternal measure of perceptual organization (the Children's Imbedded Figu.res- Test)
lthan, did the MBT. .Gimen its ease of.administration, portability, and.:good ..._ .

reliability, this RFT:is-to be'r.ecomMended for conti ued use n' the investigatIon ,

-of perceptual styles of children.

SCREENING KfNDERGARTEN'CHILDUN FOR EARLY INTERVENTION THROU-11
DIRECT OBSERVATION OF CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

Steven R. Forness

While direct_obserVation in the classroom can be cumbersome in both time'
,and technique, thereare several advantages to using-this approach ovef traditional
screening measures. The purpose of this study was to determine if.Children'identi,-
.fied.as "at risk" on-the basis of their observable classroom behavior at'the be-
ginning of:the kindergarten yea-L In suchga,case, classroom obserVation can be .

used as an effective, interventionintervention designed to=prevent school problems
from becoming more-serious. Subjects for ihe presens study were 106 children in-,
four kindergarten classes located in the same elementary.sChool of a darge.metro-
politan school district. Children were observed in their classroomS for A miniMum
of ten days at the beginning of the schoblyear and for- a similar amount of time::
in the, second semester. A time sampling technique was used such that children were- '

ervpd in succession at six secOnd intervals for.a total of one minute. af:nb-
_Set -ion per child per day. Behaviors were recorded in one of four-categories-,
under. One of three pOssible responses to that behavior'. When all observations were
completed for each phase, teachers were nsked te rate eachChild in three areas of
classroom functioning. Although the observation data gathered were-used-en makse-
to anhwer larger research qUestions, data on individual children, wereeXtremely
useful in predictingeeventual school problems. While the relationship between
observable behavior and academic,progress.has been fairly' well established in older
Children, the present study extends this relationship downward, at least insofar-
'as teacher evaluations of classroom adjustment, reading readiness,'and' peer,re-
lations can be saiä to comprise an appropriate measure of academic, progress In
kindergartners. .

2 2
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DEVELOPMENT-OF TEACHER ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE FORIYOUNG
MULTIHANDICAPPED CHILDREN: INTERIM PORT

AnOette Tessier .

Rose-Marie Swallow
Marie Kanne Poulsen

As programs f. infant and presechool'multihandica ped.ehildren expand,
the.heed for a- vari ty of assessment techniques continuss to.be a top priority
in 'program nlann To.meetwthis need the present inveigationdeVeloped
and,did preliinary.field testing of an assessment-system to be used inldevelop-
mental evaluation of-multihandIcapped children.. Work on .this project over the
past .year has led to the realization.of the 'importance of proViding thaniass7
roomteacher with more than a list of sequential-behaviors to review or cheek;
this has-guided the propoied pian- fovehange in approach to the problem This

report:describes the work of the past year which,provided the rationale for 0

revision of the present protocol. Utilizing the'experimentaiprotodol developed
_ -by this;group of-investigators-and deserited in the- 19711972 SERP report, the

_ajor oUjective was- to:pilot test .the assessment instrument on a selected saMple
of young-multihandicapped.nhildren in order to_ determine the appropriateness
and practicality.of,the protocol itas for use_by teachers nr other- classroom
personnel. The subjects his/present study yere children seleotedfrom the

:

'.

UCLA Pre-Nursery SchOol for _rdleapped'Children... There weretwo.girltand four
,boya, ages,26 to ,5 0if mohths. All'subjects wernassessed oVer a six-Week period.
kvide4r*tape recording:(VTR)Oprocedure described in the 1972 report (Tessier, .

$

et al) 4ps used,as the medium for .recordingthe..behavioral responses of each

child. The analysis of videotapes was done by:Jour raters, ,. working. independently.
The raters were the three principal investigatoi.s and a teacher of ihe multi-
handicapped. In additionAll protocol items were re-evaluated through group,
analysis of discuSsion Revisions of the experimental protocol- were planned
based.on results of the present study.

FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS OF WISC PERFORMANCE OF CHILDREN CLASSIFIED EH OR EMR
Barbara K. Keogh
Robert J. Hall

This diUdy was designed to investigate patterns oi atelligence test:per-
formance of public school children classified educable mentally retarded (EMR) or
educationally handicapped (EH). The test under consideration was the Wechsler ,

Intelligence Stale for Children (WISC). Major qdestions had to do withthe use-
fulness of,a WISC subtest analysis for educationql diagnosis of children in special
education programs. The sample was drawn from case reports of an. urban California

unified school district. WISC protocols for 240 children (157 EH-and 83 EMR) were .
analyzed according totthe three-factor process analysis proposed by H.A Witkin
in whinh WISC subtest scores are grouped acnording to Verbal-Comprehension, Attention-'
Concentration, and Analytical-Field-Approachlactors. Sex differences were- re-

rlected in W1SC subtest patterning for toth EH and EMR subsamples. No significant
-differences among factor scores were found withia EllorEMR female subsamples.
Funatonal characteristics of Children with severe school learning problems are
varied, suggesting the importance of differentiated remedial .strategies.

20.
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A FIELD STUDY OF AUDITORY-LINGUISTIC FACTORS IN THE COMPREBENSION OF
AURALLY TAPED MATERIALS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

Rose Marie Swallow
Marie K. Poulsen

.4er

Because of the lack of sufficient information conceining the developmedt
of children's listening skills, this project was designed tolmake probes into
listening behaviors of school children. A Listening Skills Assessment-Kit was
developed to make probes into andabout listening skills or abilities of exception-
al children. A data bank of relevant information is being acciued from this and
other studies. The Master Tape Library Data Hank currently consists of records__
of 168 students from selected Special education classrooms throughout California.
Pupils range in age from 7 to 16 years. Sixty-six were from classes ffir education-
ally handicapped, 91 from visually handicapped classes, a d 11 from eaucable
mentally retarded classes. Assessment tasks for each of t (12) auditory-
linguistic functions were placed,on individual cassettes. The tasks were" put on
tape in order to correspond with the auditory-linguistic demands may be recotded
materials available through the State Department of Educatiar, Clearinghouse
Depository for Physically Handicapped, Master Tape Library, Compressed Speech,
and Aural Media Center, Sacramento, California. Though the main purpose .of the
Project was to set up a liste ing Skills Assessment Kit, a dale-gattlering.pro-

, cedure for the Master Tape Liibrary was incorporated as a part of the field
testing of the kit./ f..

AESESSMENT AND EDUCATIONAL PLANNING FOR MH
Janice Leine

SENSORY IMTAIRED,CHILDREN

Basic to effective educational planning for hearing-impaired -children
is the use of language aspessment procedures which provide the teacher with
relevant information regarding an individual child's revel,of language develop-
ment"-, The purpose of this study was threefold: (1) To conduct a literature
review and'a state and national survey of assessment techniqueS-currently in
use in various programs for the deaf and hard of hearing, (2)-to secure qxisting
language-tests and evaluate them in terms of applicability.to a hearing-ihpaired
Population, and (3) development of language assessmept Orocedurewlfer hearing-
impaired children.which can be Used by his teacher in planning his language
curriculum. Results of the state and national survey of progrems previded in-.
fermation of 'cuAent pragram practices'as well as directions for the development
of the language assessment instrument. The-System Fore Language Sequences has

.been accepted-as a basis for the development of the adapted instrument for the'
deaf. The instrument consists of the following parts: (1) developmental language
sequenceS4 -(2) informal immentories (tesi,items), (3) administration manual,,
(4) receMmendations for how the instrument can hy keyed to instructional materials.
The instrument is designed to obtain behavioral data in receptive and expressive
areas of langung# growth at the phOnological, morphological,_syntactic, and
semantic level' r Thejanguage response modes of oral, signing, 'and fingerspelling
are being tested. Individual interviews.are beihg utiltZed ta,report the child's
performance. Further research required for revisionand validation of the
instrument and-Procedure. Fer.PLase 1, thus it was determined that only the
first four age levels of the instrument%for ages three-through eight would-be
prepared. Pilot testing has been conducted with 35 hearing-impaired subjects
to determine the applicability,of several Methods for collecting and analyzing
language samples. Following is a summary of the study to date: ,Methods of
studying thV-language development and communication skills of the,deaf and hard
of hearing have been examined. Available langdage assessment procedures which
cus on the measuiement of language'competence and performance of normal and
ceptional language learners'have been surveyed. The effect of a single,pictUre
'11 picture sequence interview format on the total amount of language emitted

by hearing-impired childr.en has-been evaluated in a. pilot study.
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A LANGUAGE BEHAVIOR RATING SCALE FOR: YOUNG MULTIHANDICAPPED CHILDREN
Glpida I. Gay

A,LanguageBehavior Rating Scale was deveiaped to provide a technique
. N_______,,

.which could be administed.and interpreted by-classroom teachers in assessing
the receptive and expressive language of young multihandicapped children.
Thirty-four items were selected from standarUized language scales and Ordered
in.a sequence roughly corresponding to the order in which the language behaviors

of structured tasks designea,to elicit esponses from the child.- Items were74
they test for occur in the developm6nt o 'noAal" children. Scale items consist

deve.lopea to be presented in several differpnt 'ways depending on the nature '

of the handicaps of the child being-tested. The Language Behavior Rating Scale
(LBRS) was administered to 36 children identified'as mpltihandicapped'under the
California State Department of Education criteria whose language development,
as described by their teaehers, did not'exceed expressiVe language at the two-
ward combination level.. Subjects' ages ranged from three to nine yeats. Twelve,
subjects were enralltd in classes fqr the Deaf-Blind and 24 were,enrolled in
c1.1.0es for Other Multihandicapped. The LBRS was administed to all subjects in
order, beginning with Teem 1. The.researcher was video taped durini the testsing
of six children, and tapes were sdored by independent raters for a check of
interrater reliability. The Language Behavior Raging Scale is an instrument
which can be used effectively by classroom teachers, The LBRS provided a des-
criptive profile of both receptive and expressive aspects of the language of
young multihandicapped children, although in its present form it appears to be
more appropriate for.students classified Other Multihandicapped rather than
Deaf-Blind. The sCale was found to be reliable, as,demonstrated by its succe
ful use by otherl raters And by the retesting Of seleseted_ssubjects. It was
concluded that the Language Behavior Rating Scale is an instrument the teacher
may use for initial assessment of the language abilities of'young tultihandi-

o.capped children to provide a rbasis,for intervention.

CULATION OF:CONCEPTUAL TEMPO TN EDUCATIONA Y "HIGH RISK" CHILDREN:
Laurence D. Beeker

The purpose of this investigation was to examine a possible dimension of
edutational high risk-in kindergarten childrenregulation of conceptual'tempo.
Bdhavioral observation and teacher ,rating'deta were used to select twoToups.of
kindergarten children, high risk and low risk. Two major hypotheses wdre in-
vestigated. First, it was hypothesized that'as a group, educaftonally high risk
children would be pore impulsive than low risk,children. Second, it was hypo
thesized that educationally high risk childen would be less able than low risk
children to regulate their rdOponge tjempo on a va;iety-of tasks'that require such
regplation. Selection of the sample was based, in part,- on data collected by
Steben R. Forness, Ed.D. ip a project entitled "Screening Kindergarten Children
foi Early InterVention Through Direct. Observa4Kon of Classroom Behavior"..(SERP

1973-A-3). Behavior observatians, and teachers' ratings of four classraoms of
.kindergarten children (N.106) in'a lOwer-middle class Los Angeles City School
U.istrict elementary school were the basis for selecting 30-high risk and 30 low
'!risk kindergarten children. The two groups were Compiired on the following measures:
Hatching Familiar Figures Test, to assess concdptual tempo--reflection or itit
'puleivity; simple motor task (lever press), to asseiss motor response rate; and,
fiVe tasks which tested a child's ability to regulate tempo in situations with
Varying levels of task coMplexity (two tasks) and in situations Where -the task
was restructured verbally with different seta of instrucCions (three tasks).
Differences between groups in tempo, au well as in ability to regulate tempe,
as well as in abilityto regnlate leMpo, were analyzed. Data.frOM,the present
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:study establish regulation of conceptual tempo as a possible.ditension of
educkional, high risk -and provide pentative support,for2the hypothesis'that
high risk children have greater difficulty regulating-tempo than de low riak
children. Present data support the use of behavior observations'and-tepegers"
ratinge.as the basis-for predictions about individual children.

'SCHOOt PSYCHOLOGISTS ,SERVICES TO SPECIAL- EDUCATIO _ILDREN .GAIdEO, .

REVIEW AND RECOHMENDA.TI.ONSt.

'Barbara K. Keogh
:Laurence D.Becker
:Robert J. McLoughlin:,
Stevan- Kukic

tianrl.ne

Thid.s udy
H

twas.conducted to provide a comprehensive review of school
L

psychologist! .serviees-in California.public sehoels, with Orticnlar emphasis '
on.the nature:of thelr participation in prograMs for children-catgerized-
Educationally 'Handicappreil (EH) or Educakilp Mentally Retarded' (EtR). The study
wai designed to identify areas.of. strengOi and] weakness 'in school psVehological

. I .

serVices and to determine congruence.between school psychologists' serviCes'and
program needs. Fifty-eight sehool psychologists from ten-representative,sehool
districts,throughout the Atate were interviewed-,in Order to,gain -infOrtation.as
to the-functiona2 or operational aspects,oftheir roles in-EH and EMR programs
School distriets were selected on the basis of Size, school district.otganization,

-community _SES, and ethnic composition. A forty-five minute interVieW Was con-
.

.ductO with each school psychologist, in his 6wn school district. Based-on_the
date.:0. a Whole, r. number of generalizations have been drawn. There is,_of course,
_no single:prototype of a school psychelogist. The generalizations repreSent
majo-rity findings.

DELIVERY OF:SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
CHILDREN IN RURAL AREAS IN CALIFORNIA

Barbara K. Keogh
Marpha-A. Lyon
Laurence D. Becker
Madrine B. Kukic
Stevan.J.,Kukic

This study was designed to provide information about delivery of special

education services to handicapPed children in rural areas of'California. Major

,.although matters relc4nt to other exceptiOnalities
focus of the study prOgrams for.Edueatianally'Handicapped (EH) and Educable

Mentally Retarded (EMR pupilS

were considered. A Statewide sample of publischool:districts was drawn to meet

samplerparameters of administrative organieatiens--(unified,non-unified); Size

(average daily attendance of less than'900-or::907,200;-and.degree of'"ruralfiess"

(isolated, ..scgii7iselatedrI, semi-isoiated.U, and. l'uTA14Urban): The sampling

,design identified 24 rural distriets and, allowed.collecrion ,of data from 24-ad

-:miniittatorS., 52 teachers, 12 schoo14)sycho1ogists,-and six satool related

professionals. Within each districtAnterviews were conducted_ with available

personnel. Findings were organized.to answer questions regarding program ad-

ministration,'clnssroominstruction, identification and4TIAtement proceduresi

evaluation and followdp, program str'ellgiand program;problems, and availability

and usefulneas pf support personnel,: AnalYses werd made separately for each, pro-

fessional grenp. .Based on summaries of'information'.and opinions from-administrators

teacherL, sicilool.psyehoiogista/sniPancillaty,school personnel, h number ofrPeom-

Mendations have bean draWn:1-
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PER5EPTION6 OF EDUCATIONALLY HIGN RISK PUP
Barbara K. Keogh
Adele S. Windeguth

. The,first phase of this-pro ett (Keogh & Tchir) ,was a s udy aimed at
'investigation of teac s' perceptions of high risk children in an Anglo,
piddle soeio-econaMtc Status (SES) area. The present study wAs directed at
identifying teachers' perceptions of high tisk pupils in kower SES 'schools.
Combination of information from the twe studies allows some generalizations
about the kinds of pupil behaviors which alert classroom teachers to conditions
of special educational needs. -Twee-ay-six kindergartdn, first, and second grade
.teachers participated in the second phase of'the study; all were female, 22 were
Beack. Teachers' perceptions of potentially Educationally Handicapped (EH) and
Educaple Mentally Retarded (EMR) children were gathered through a structured"'
interVilew techniquv rt in Ohe first study of middle SES schools. Major. findino_
'were: (1) Teachers of low SES children were-in general in agreement with teachers

, of middle SES 'children regarding perceptions of EH and EMR pupils, with EH pupils
seen primarily in terms of behavior-persOnality problems and EMR children in terms
'of learning or achievement problems. (2) Differences between EH and EMR:,charae-
teristics were not as clear-cut in the-lower as in the middle SES groups. (3)

Teachers in middle SES Schools were in more agreement Uith each other as to-high
risk indicators than were teachers in-lower SES district schools. It 'may be-
, , =

concluded from data in both phases of the scudy that,. there is consensns among
teachers as'to,pereeptions oChigh risk characterisfics of kind'ergarten and
primary grade children. On the basis of Phase I and Phase 11, three major recom-_

mendations are propossed: (1) Successful completion of at least two classes in
e the,psychology And education of exceptional children be required as part of the
prepc-tation for a regular teaching credential.' (2) School districts develop
nolans for systematic inclusion of classroom teachers' input into programs of
screening.for educationallYhigh risk pupils. (.3) School districts broaden and-

--expand-in-service training-programs-for-regular-class-teachers.

ipcLA GRADUATE RESEARCH ON THE,GIFTED THEIR EDUCATION
May V. Seagoe
Barbara N. Mills

Graduate'researeh in education is ipti ately related to critical; practical
isT6es in the schools, yet because of limite4reirc-',, on, research findings are
relatively inaccessible to educators in the. field. .1s compilation representa
an effort to bridge the gap between theoretidal issnLs and practical applicatign
in the education of gifted pupils. It is based.os a series of 'studies on educa-

ion of the gifted done in the Graduate School of:Education at UCLA during the last
ifteen'years. Thirteen graduate dissertations and theses on the gifted were then
collated, and wherever there was consensus, an attempt was made to iill out and

clarify the nature of the issued involved. Fundame- ally, those issses urtioned
by three or more authors formed the basis for a finik section,."Issues_in the
Education of the Gifted." Five issues which emdrge are organized around fivn

curring groups of suggestions: 1) Identification, 2) Early childhood education,
elf concept, 4) Sex role, and 5) Administration and teacher education.
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EDUCATION IN RURAL AREAS
Barbara K. Keogh
Martha:A. Lyon

Collaborating autho
Marc Levitt
Ann McGinty
Douglas Palmer
Dan RobertSon -
Perry Rosenberg
Jim Stiehl'

This project was:4cused on special education,programs in rural areas of
California, the overall pütose -to provide information which could serve as the
basis for recomMendations_fdr.improvement in_delivery of'services to_exceptiona
children in'these areas. -the present 'project involve two ilij6i-eaiUUe*Ea: -an
in-depth,field study of special educWtion -in-six rur4 public school districts;
anc1,-a conference forrural special educators held on the UCLA campus.' Data-
colledted froM-over 50 scheol distrlicts contacted throughout the State during the
courseof the two majar Studies has-revealed the scope and diVersity of, 'problems
in,providing comprehensive educational services to regular and special pupils,in,
rural areas. Data from the presenv-project.also allOW some generalizations about ,.

eurrent.problems and inadequacies. Overall,: recommendations are directed at ovsr-
Corning problems ofjiaolation and lack of Communication, and invplve coordination' .

,of the fragmented and sometimes du,ljcated ror missing services provided exCeption-
al- children and.their familie&j ral areas.

INSERVICE TRAINING FOR-PERSONNEL
SERVING EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

'Ann M. McGinty
Barbara K.. Keogh

This report contains a,summary of Phase I cl A:two year project directed
at study of inservice training Cf personnel involved:.in educatidn'of exceptional
Ouptls.- The bverall goal .is to develop a comprehensive framework for implementa-
tion a insprvice training-prosrams, taking into account techniques ferasaessient
of needs, options for delivery,of training,-and reasonable'and pffectiVe teChnique*,
forprogram evaluation. The.present report is based on a comprehensive.starch of-
the professional literature- relevant to inservice training iri special eddcaton.:
It I* inessence a "state of the'art" report,,including a rationale'lor the itil
portance:of increasing inservice traininvefforts'for a broad:rang! of publid school

c,,,perionnel; determination of questions related to.trairing needs, content, and,
ieValuationLand, review of Current deliVery models op ate and national levels.
Ari extensive bdt Selective bibliography of inservice lit=rature is attached., Ues7
,criptions cf projects, foundjn the text of-the repert, along with complete citation
;in the reference list, may serve as-a-dseful source of-information for those in the--=7,
A.:process of planning:and implementing inservice training programs related to exception
al,ehildren.



VIEW OF TRANSITION PROGRAMS IN CALIF°
Barbara K. Keogh
Marc L. Levitt
Geor6 Robson

Yon S. Chan

C SCHOOLS

This:review of transition programs in California public:schools vas based
on information supplied by administrators responsible for Program operation 441-
their diatricts. 'Administrators in ten selected school districts.provided

-detailed-descriptions of their programs, and adMinistratorM in 156.districts
-supplied,information through a:mailed.questionnaire. .-The,sample included high
Anglo,'high Black, and high-Spanish surname districtS, aa well as diatticts
ranging from very small io super size. Districts re'present.the:§tate geographically,
and.include both rural and urban schdoli. For the most part, data from the in-
terview and questionnaires were consistent, although some difference's were noted,
'Om the liasis*of findings-in this_report,.it is clear that. extensive-work_is_needed.
'in at least three major treas.. 1) Preparation of regular school .pergonnel to
deal effectively with children with particular exceptionalities. 2) Investigation
rd options within ths.-regular program to ensure appropriateness of educational
'techniques and content for Particular children or grodps, of 'Children. 3YDevelop-

. ment.of comprehensive, feasible, and Usable sys emi'for evaluation Of prograM
outcomes

MISTORiCAL AND LEGISLATIVE ANTECEDENTS OF DECERTIFICATION ANI)
THANSITION PROGRAMS IN CALIFORNIA.FLIBLIC SCHOOLS

,Barbara K. Keogh
Marc Levitt
George Robson

The present report is a review of legislation directly relevant to
reclasiification and-transition programs, enacted during tfie period 1970-1974.
The California State Legislature was concerned primarily with tWo 'major aspects
of the problem. -The first'had to do essentially with identification, selection;
and placement practices, the second with supplementary educationa1:.(i-.e. transi-
tion) programs for pupils returning to regular education,programs7- Considerable
attention of theState Legislature was directed at aspects of identification-,
placementi and funding of educational programs for .pupils formerly or potentially
within the traditionally defined educable mentally.retarded classification..
Legislative action led directly to changed educational status for.many Ca4fornia-
pUpfls and to implementation CT a wide variety of programs, to serve'them. 'It is
now ihe obligation of the professional educational community to determint and
evaluate the effec5pfeness of these programs in order to make somedecisions
about future PrograMming.



EARLX IDENTIFICATfON OF EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
FOR EDUCAT IONAL PROGRAMMING

Barbara K. Keogh
Robert 4. Hall
Laurence D. Becker

This stu4-Y.14as designed and' carrie4. out as part of a larger researCh
effort directed at early identification of educationally high risk and 146
potential children. The project was focused specifically on determining-ber
havioral'and learning characteristics of kindergarten children identified-*
high risk add non-risk forachool programs; and, on determining the validity
of these Characteristics as predictors of first grade success or failure..,'
Kindergarten behavioral data, collected from classroom observation's and teacher '
ratings; were used to identify pupils as risk or non-risk. Late in the kinder7
.garten yearaach child was individually administered It series of tasks whi-04
tapped perceptual, perceptual-motor, language, and cognitive abilities. At' the
end- of- :the first gradei achievement data--and---teachetratings-were-collected--'.--
for each pupil still- in the same school. The design of the study,- thus,. allowed
consi4eration of the.accuracy of the kindergarten measures for prediction of

nce in the first grade. Sixty children,were selected from four kinder-

8a clasarooms in a 6ity school located in a middle to low socio-economic
'atatus neighborilood. Children-were selected on the-basis of behavior observe--

.

tions and teaehers' ratings. Tbe.risk sample was made.up of_those children,
with the lowest teachers' ratings im October And February whoalso demonstrated

. the poorest classroom .LehaVior aceording to behavior observations. Non-risk
subjects were randomly selected frdm the remaining-group of pupils, i.e., those
not identified as at risk. There were 38 boys,and 22-girls ill' the final sample,
the"risk sathple having a larger number of boys than girls (26 versus four):
Both groups were of similar ethnic composition (approximately 10% Black, 40%
Spanish aurname, and 50% Anglo); of similar Chronological age (N=71.4 months,
71.6 months, SU4.3.5 and 2.9 for.the risk-and non-riOk groups respectively).
None of the subjects had known physical'or sensory disabilities. Systematic_
obserVations of-pupils' behavior and teachers' ratings-of pupils' performance
were found to be accurate techniques for identification6of.kindergarten pupils

risk" for success in first grade. Achievementmeasures.at theend of first
grade significantly favored non-risk over risk samples. Findings in the-,prese
study demonstrate clearly the many dimensions of educational risk.and the edit-
plexity of identification of pupils as _"ar risk." Pupils' abilities and behaviors
arg viewed somewhat differently in different educational settings; thus; both the
child and the program must he considered. Follow-up of pupils in' this=project.
may shed.light 'on the nature of the pupil-program interaction, leading to appro-
priate intervention efforts.
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_AHLY;IDENTIFICATION OF-HIGH RISK AND
HIGH POTENTIA12KINDERGARTEN OHILDREN

Barbara K. Keogh
kielinda W SbOrdone

This study was designed to investigate qUestions of_ early identification ,

of children at risk for school program-sand to consider techniques for early'.
recognition of ligh potential children. Subjects for the'study were selected
randomly.from,all 18 kindergarten classes in five eleinentary schools in the West
Los Angeles area, eath class represented by six girlaana_six boys.: The project .

was implemented in several phates, the 'first involved determination of:characterit7,
tics- of samp1e-pupils, the second focused* eh deseription-ef-the" insttuetiohar program;-
the third concerned questiona of educational risk or high potential. Pupil
characteristics were.assessed early in the fall and again in.late-spring of the
pUpils' kindergarten year. Assessment data included 'teachers' ratingi and children
performance on a series of learning taiks._ The instructional-program. was assessed
by classroom observations during the mid-year, observational data Including the
content and organization of the program, the pedagogical style employed by ihe
teacher, and the nature of the social interaction.- Teachers'-ratings pf children
consistently favored girls, yetmost of the learning tasks did not yield signifi-
cane boy-gitl differences.. Based on the combined scores from all and'spring measures,
it wasjound that pupils in the school of the Most advantaged socioeconOmic area
harithe.best scores on some of the learning tasks, and that:-they.were-rated signi7,
fitantfy" higher by their teachers than were pupils in less economicallyadvantaged.
area's., A number of trends in the data suliport,the interpretation that sample'
differences were largely due to differences in verbal facility of pupils. On the
basis 0I findings in this..project to date, the authors argue vigorously.for screening
irogiams which are multifaceted, which Axe ongoing over time,.whfch tap a-broad array;

_

of abilities, whidh allow frequent opportunity for confirmaticin or cowction, And
most importantly, whiCh Identify children's competencies which can he used as the
basis for instructional planning.
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ACTORS7RELATED TO ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE'
Xanyon S. Chan

This stady was designed to inveatigate the, influence of selected non-
. .

cognitive factore-on the development, of:educational mompetencies'in elementary.
school aged pupili. Contrasts.in social perception)and motivation were made
-aecording to socideconomic status i-? sex., achievement-performance, and race.
,Experimental hypotbeses were developed based on the strutture oU %he sample:
and the instruments employed. Secen elementary school in a large, metropolitan;
School district in.Califdrnia parti6i0ated in the-prOject. Because of the pre-
liminary:nature of, this investigation and the'iMportance of meeting aocibeconothic
requirements of the sampler aChools were non-randomly sampled.- The seven schools
-were chosen to regresent -three different socioeconomic income.levels;low, low-
medium, and medium.., 410.children were:included in the research sample. Three
Pubsamples of children were organized:for -analysis. Each of these subsamplei
was divided by sex:end divided by achiéveMenr, into achievets'and non-achievers
based-on:their grade'equivalentscore-2.on-,:the reeding_aphievement_portion_of the_
CTBS, a standardized:Achievement test., All measurement..devices used.were admin--
istered to the entire- sample children.' :A measure df basieability, four
interrelated measure's of school perception's, and a measure of loclis of=control
were employed. The results of the present investigation were interpreted as, _

demonstrating the importance of -socioecontimic status on school perception-and
locus of control by various racial, sex, and achievement groups. The present

. study provides evidencesuggesting-the need.for exaMination of pupil characteristica
-otherthan the traditiOnal assessment Of the Intellectural development of pupils '

in school: Special educators may well be concerned wlth the' motivational set anti-
social -gerceptions of tl,,t.tpils with school'problems. Such considerations are
important in-both diagnpais and- remedial prograMming.

DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF A SPECIAL 'EDUCATION
INSERVICE-TRAINING PROGRAM FOR REGULAR CLASSROOM TEACHERS

M4chae1Ag.. Soloway

The purge* of thig-attidy was to measure the efficacy of the Train and.Trade
Inservice training:model by assesaing its direct effect on the reaction,inowledge,
and attitudes of regular Olassroom teachers,in e school with a specialeducation
program that systematiea4y.integrated EMR and EH students into the regular cless-'
room,. and:La-a school-u4g h traditional self-contained classroom aPproach without
integration.- lbe subjeOte in this study-were divided into experimental and control
groups. The experimentigroup consisted of 41 regular classroom teachers, female
(40), male (1), ranging ,eaehing experience from one year,r-o thirty-five years

with the Majority never, Ving.taken a formal course in speeial education during
their educational care, These teachers all teaCh in-elementary séhools within
the Santa Monica Unified-School District, and represent the total school population
ofteachers in their redpective schools. The experimental groups was divided into
two experimental conditions c regular classrOom teachers who participated in the-
Train and Trade inservice trdning program and were compared with the contro
group, also divided intO-two ontrol conditions of regular classroom teachers who

had not received the im-=servie-,training. Both experimental conditionA and control
condition 1 included regular-classroom teachers who had EMR and EH.stUdents in 'their
classrooms on a part time basis. The regular classroom teacherezin experimental
conditiow2 and controI,condition 2 had no EMR and EH students?In their classrooma.-
The'positive results associated,with the Train and Trade program in changing regular

teacher reactions and attitudes lend support to the effectiVeness,of special education

in-service programs for regularelassroom teachers and ai/so corroborated_the findings

of Other researchers. //
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'GONSTRUCTION'OF.A LANGUAGE-A$7SESSMENII:MEASD
,

EARING IMPAIRED CHILDREN.
Janice E. 'Llaine:

Ili order to identify'ehildren who are suspected of having disordes in
he developmebt pf thelr communieation skills, the,Comprehensive Language Asss
ment Measure'(CLAM) bas beenAeveloped. The firSE-phase of this instrumentis
esignbd to:be Used. 'by teachers of seriously hdaring-handicapped 'children. Thu
four major purposes will be served; 1) The instrument can S'e used to identify an
approximate level of linguistie functioning and.be.useful in placing a child in

, -

an appropriate school program. 2) The instrument _can be .used by the teacher for
.

Aiagnostic purpeses in planning,her language experience ciirriculu;., 3), The instru-
-

ment is useful in assessintlanguage growth overtime. 4) The instrument.iS.used-
to determine-the effectiveness ofa particular tpe of language program....ry

effort .has been made to-design an assessment'instrument which.is based on valid
linguistic knowledge derived_from (1) normal child languate development;litera-

.

ture and(2)--the experitse-ef-lingUists; child-.1angdage-.46V-elepmbrit'Spe'Ci-aliStS
and teachers of the deaf. No other language assessment instrument,taPi hoth
receptive and expressive language as-measured by the three components ip CLAM:

.4. a) Concept Formation. b) Grammatical Structure. c) Sound and.Sign Features.
.CLAM. has been designed as a teacher-administered instrument. Lt.provides

the teacher with diagnostic data from which ta plan an individualized language-

training prograt. In the area of,specific sound and-sign features the-.test evalue e

not only the child's-ability to produce consonants on a:developmOntal,adale, but

also tests sign features on a similar developmental Scale. Sounds are broken down

into features such.as place and Manner of artidulation, While signs-are broken down

into-the features of (a) hand configurntion, (b) hand orientation, and- (c) movement..

To our knowledge this is the first atteMpt to formally assess thege sign features

developmentally.

SDRUY_OF_SELECTEDLINFANT=ANp_PRESCHOOL_ SPECIAL': 0.1.1.CATION '

."---PROGRMS IN"CALIFORNIA
Ahnette TeSsier

M- Patricia Simmons

.This study was-designed to.obtain descriptive aata relatiVe to:the current

status of a cross Section Of infant and preschool special education programs

(0-6 years of age) in California,'-with-particular reference to:;pregraii-organizetion,

personnelcharacteriariCiend..parentinvolvement and:concern. A statewide repre4

sent-at-I:ye sample of- 73.early.special education.programs serving a wide rangeof

'exceptionalities.was selected. in-order te obtain informadron 'related to -several ,

-dimensions-pUtheProgram, three differentAuestionnaires wera developed: one for

the program'administrators, one .for theciassroom.teachera, end one for paienta-.

The-packetpUquestionnaires was sent' tothe -program's administrator Who. distributed:-

-both the ,teacher:and.parent:questionnairps:to willing participants. Findings mere

organized in.order to 'answer Major .questionsjiavint to do.with program'orkanization,

and implementation,,characteristica of program:personnel, teacher training needs,:

nature and.extent of .parent involvement,iand finally,.-reeommendations from progtam.

'personnel and parents for future planning' in early Specialeducation. On.the.basis:

.0f.the_initial-results of this_preSent survey,.a number of recommendations for-

pregramimOrovement have beenformulated Further recoMMendatiens-willjollp0-Mere--

extensive analy4f ofdata.-
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