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ABSTRACT ' '
- A successful renedlal reading program in a three-year
high school in Las Vegas consists of s-all, separate, elective

" reading classes for vwhich students receive credit and in which

students are ‘taught by a qualified reading specialist aided by

" trained assistants. This program uses placement .tests and diagnostic

tests to prescribe specific remediation for each student and relies
on individualized attention, varied materials, and a balance between
skill developmeht and reading for comprehension improvement and )
enjoyment. (A llst of references is included.) (JM)

Aok o Ko o Ao o o oK o SR SRk KK o e ko ok o kR ok sk Kok R o Aok ko ok ok ok ok ok e ook A ook K Rk
* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished *
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal *
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality =*
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
* via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not *
* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *
* *
* *

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original, '
*t***:*********;****:****t*t***t****t#**#t**tt**t#*tt***tt**t**t****#


http:HC-J1.67
http:HF-$0.83

Sally G. Hellman T About 1,050 words . A
3338 Ayita Circle ' , plus references - L. ‘
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 : : ' o . .

- ) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, ..
{ " . . , EDUCATION & WELFARE g
. . . NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF . a0

2 - EDUCATION : . . .

. THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
, . L DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
-7 . THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN~
N . ' . "ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW Off OPINJONS
~ R STATED DO NOT-NECESSARILY REPRE-
S - SENT OF RICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

'S

¢

- . (‘
>
. - * PERMISSION ‘70 nroaoouc.s THIS C(;P;
’ . - . RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
FINDING, METHODS AND MATERIALS THAT WORK "Sally 'G. Hellman

FOR PROBLEM READERS

TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERA‘TWG

. ' : '
‘ b ) . UNDER AGREEMENTS wn‘?k THE NATIONAL IN ~
. y STITUTE OF EDUCATION FURTHPR REPRO. .
) DUCTION OUTSIDE  Teg £330 SYSTEM fp
. t QUIRES PERMISSION OF  Tap  COPYRIGHT
Sally G. Hellman OwnER ’
. .

John Harker's article, "Materials for Problem Readers"

in the March, 1975 Journal of Reading was of special inter-

‘est to me. Due to my involvement this .year in a Title I
Reading Program on the secondary level, I fOQnd many of the

. same problems in my classroom which Mr. Harker dijppsses in
his article. . . . . ,

I am in a@reement with seqeral of Mr;’Harker's points,

4 .
especially his conclu51on that, without an 1mprovement 1n

-

the basic readlng skllls of the student 1mprovement in his

.motivation to read will not be sufficient help to the

!

student.
L]

However, I must take exception to his statement re-
,"

' garding the‘prepafation of secondary teachers fox the

teaching of reading skills. Perhaps his experiences have-

cz:?.ciqg3 ¢z§13



put him into contact only with'English teachers who have

v

been*given the added job‘of teaching remedial'or develop-

mental readlng programs and therefore are nelther trained
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1n ‘nor perceptlve to the partlcular problems of the second~’

ary student who is a poor reader. Thls is not the case in

the program with whlch I am presen ly 1nvolved.

The three-year high school w ere I teach has approxi-

mately 300 students who. have rem dlal readlng problems

serlous enough to need special jelp. (approxlmately 90% aré

R
!(‘

Stanine 1)< My students are a eterogeneous mix of 10thy

'L

11lth and 12th graders, many of whom have been ln remedlal
reading programs since elemen ary school; fifteen of my

students are imn need of Englifh as a Second Language.

~

Due to the specidl guidg¢line of our Title I program,‘-

. | have a teachlng load of onﬁy 60 students, d1v1ded into

six classes per day. In\the classroom, I have theéastﬂ

sistance two well-trained and well-qualified teacher

aides, and{the part-time*help of a family aide in the

classroom.

One of the ba51c premises of our program was the idea

'S

that lf one could determlne the spec1f1c skill deficiencies

of each student, we could prescribe specific remediation.

In.order to determine these needs, a placement test and
dlagnostlc tests (developed by the local school district

and keyed to the district readlng gulde) were admlnlstered

P 4

to each student. 1In addltlon, an oral reading 1nventory and

basic sight word tests were admlnlstered to obtain the

3
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approximaﬁé réading“gr;de 1€vel of each student. The CAT
Il . R o

Test, Level 5, in Vocabulary and Comprehension was used
as an overall pre~test of gradé’féVellreading abi;iry.'
‘Armed with this informatioa; it was possible to plan’
an individualized program of instruction for each Stddént,
and then group studentssinto a small, large or one-to-one’
situatron for instructron; Thé‘ska;l deficiencies had‘a-
very wide ranga,.as did the reading grade level,_from‘oae
to eight. | | o
Our next problem was to find materials suitable for
remediating these deficiencies. Since most of the stuoents,
as prev1ously‘ment£oned, had?been in remedlal programs be-
fore, they had already been subjected ‘to most of the skill
building sets_and workbooks such as SRA, Sulllvan'Readers
and _Better Reading, and wanted nothing more to do with theﬁ;
- We decioed not to buy. sets, kits or entire programs of;'
.material if we could avoid it. We did purchase approxi- -

. L . .

mately 400 paperbacks from, Scholastic, Bantam, etc., on as
wide a variety of subjects as possible. We ordered daily
ﬁéwSpapers for the classroom. Current magazines were

donated by students, teachers and the local pospJoffice.

We bought, the Reader's Digest Skiii Builders and Advanced

Skill Builders. with cassettes. The Barnell Lofts Specific

7

Skills series was one set we did borrow, since it covered
neededfékills on grade levels 1-7. The EDL/McGraw~H111

Adex machine and the workbooks for this program were



.

.

Sally G. Hellman S . o ' - 4

.

B L I . - N - o :
qrdered,;primarily for use by the ESL students,. although

. theVWord,Attack Review (DéFA)‘is extremely'heipful'for all.

secondary‘students.

Vo

S - Since there was quite a time lag before materials b

arrived, we had to create and use borrowed materlals and

<

ideas for the fﬁrst part of the semester. For skill re-

»

view workp we used several’ Splrlt-Dupklcating books from .

w

(
the’ Word Wizard Serles, 1 and 3, the Study Skllls Serles

$T\ published by Hayes, ‘and the Phonics Serles, 6th Grade

Level by Gel-Sten Supply Company.

Using these materials to starxt w1th, we proceeded
through the flrst.;emester with varylng degrees of success
and failure. We iodnd’that most of the studehts had ex-
tremely poor vocabdlaries, poor study habits,kand'a poor

attitude4towards themselves and their abilities. In view

of this, most self-directed assignments had to be almost

. “

completely~abandohed and varfous small and large group

activities substituted. Book reports, written and dral,

" play readlng, poetry readlng, spelling and. word games,

and charades were popular ac;1v1tres for the s;udents. The .

students'’ writfng assignments opened up many areas for

L e

individualized remedial instruction. .

At the end of the semester, when the CAT Test was ad-
mimistered, the smallest gain in qgneral readin§ was five

months and the greatest four years. There were also three

or four students who showed drops'in overall scores of from .

three to six months.

]|

g
Té



“sally G. Hellman _; | -' S Sl )

. What worked ana what did’ not 1s har& to 1dent1fy., The
1nd1v1duallzed attentlon, the varled act1v1t1es, the compe-
tént staff and the varled materlals all must take thelr
falr share ‘of the credlt. A balance between.sklll develop—
ment and readlng for'comprehen51on lmprorement and enjoy&bnt
were lmportant. Small classes were certamnly a big asseh to
whatever success we ‘had with the- program. . g

Slnce<ye'were a separate reading claséfand were not ?‘

1charged w1th teAchlng literature as part of our program, we
may have av01dg% the sin of allenatlng students from llter;,
ature which Mr. ‘Harker mentlons. No onus was placed on the'
student'for berng in the ciass, because it was an_elecrivef
subject for’whichfhe receQVed credit. »Certainly, qualified
and exéerienced teachers ‘are the biggest‘asset any reading
program can have at the present time. Readiag‘specialists'
will continue to be a part of the school picture,hqhtil
.‘every teaéher once again considers'himself a teacher or; .
reading,  and skild is made a part of every teachiﬂg
rdiscipILAe; A _‘ .

LN ’ »




-

s
.

sally G. Hellman .. | ) - 6
: " ’ - ' N i "

Reférences®

Bantam Books, Inc., Educational Division, Ngw York, N.Y.
EDL/Mchaw-Hill Audfx-Program, Los Angelés, California. -
Harker, W. Jolép,'"Materlals for Problem Readers: Why

Aren't They Working?" Journal of Readlng, XVIII
(March, 1975), 451-454.

4

Phonics Series, %th Grade Level, Gel-Sten Sﬂpply Co.,
Los Angeles, California.

*

Reader's Digest New Advanced Reading Skill Builders,
1-2-3, Reader's Dlgest Services, Inc., Pleasantville,
N. Y. ‘ :

»

Reader's Digest New Readers Skill Builders, Parts 4- 6,
Reader s Dlgest Services, Inc., Pleasantv1lle, N.Y.

Scholastic Book Series, New York, N.Y.

Specific Skill Series, RLcharg.A. Boll;ng, Barnelt Loft,
Ltd., Baldwin, N.Y. v -

Study Skllls Series, Hayes School Publlshlng Co.,. ,
Wilkensburg, Pa. ’

Word Wizards 1 & 3, Hayes School Publlshlng Co.,
Wllkensburg, Pa. .

<+

A\ 4






