DOCUHENT RESUME
BD 130 950 so 009 529

TITLE Humanistic Studies, Academic and Cultural Enrichment
Project: Title III Public Schools of the District of
Columbia. Evaluation, Final Report, 1975-76.

INSTITUTION District of Columbia Public Schools, Washington, D.C.
Dept. of Research and Evaluation. .

PUB DATE Jul 76

CONTRACT “ 0570-AA-NS-N-6-GA

NOTE 99p.; For related documents, see SO 009 530 and ED

110 367 ; Appendices C and D may reproduce poorly due
to marginal legibility

EDRS PRICE MF-3$0.83 HC-$4.67 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS: Art Education; Course Descriptions; Educational
Inprovement; Formative Evaluation; History:; .
*Humanistic Education; *Humanities Instruction;
*Interdisciplinary Approach; Liberature; Music
Education; Program Descriptions; *Progranm
‘Effectiveness; *Program Evaluation; Secondary
Education; Senior High Schools; Social Studies;
*Summative Evaluation; Tables (Data); Tests

ABSTRACT _

This is the final evaluation report of a senior high
school Humanistic Studies Prograk. This ongoing program was begun in
the 1972-73 school year at Woodson Senior High School, Washington,
D.C., to provide interdisciplinary academic and cultural experiences
to students in grades 10-12 in art, music, literature, social
studies, and history. The first half of the evaluation report
identifies the program objectives, describes program operations and
performance, and analyzes the performance of participating students
within each program area as evidenced by test results on standardized
and nonstandardized tests. Results show that the program improved
student reading and writing skills to a greater extent than other
classes. Students also gained a greater ability to analyze and
verbalize problems and issues in a logical, consistent frame of
thought. Student test results also show marked improvements in
academic achievement. The appendices, which comprise half of the
report, contain the test instruments used in the evaluation and data
results of the evaluation. (Author/RHM)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Humanistic Studies: Academic and Cultural Enrichment
Project is an interdisciplinary prototype in academic and cul-
tural enrichment embracing art, drama and literature, music,
social studies and film study. The Project began in the 1972-
73 school year and is in its third year of operationm.

The context in which thbis evaluation is performed is to
provide the greatest information to the Project staff and School
System personnel for future program planning and implementation.
Therefore, this final report of the evaluation of the Humanistic
Studies: Academic and Cultural Enrichment Project is addressed
to a variety of audiences interested in improving humanities stu-
dies and curricula for secondary school and college students.

The Humanistic Studies Program at Woodson Senior High School
is a program developed to provide intezdisciplinary academic and
cultural experiences to students in the 10th, 11lth and 12th grades
in art, music, literature, social studies and history.

The program is under the supervision of a director, a coor-
dinator, a counselor, an assistant coordinator, and, various
teaching personnel.

Students and teachers felt the Humanistic Studies Program had
two major objectives: a) preparation for college, and 2) greater
understanding and exposure to culture. Students and teachers felt
the program's classes were different from other programs. Students
felt that you knew what is expected of you, teachers were more
helpful, classes were more reality-oriented, one must study to keep
up, the work was more challenging, but they better prepared you to
make choices.

The majority of students and teachers report that the program
improved students' reading and writing skills to a greatcr extenc
than other classes. And teachers report that students also zained
a greater ability to analyze and verbalize problems and issues in a
logical consistent frame of thought. Student results on the STEP
test show marked improvements in academic achievement. The test was
administered by the (In-House) Formative evaluator to students in
Step I and Step II, when students entered the program in September
and in January. Table 3 and 4 show pre- and post-test results on
STEP reading tests for students in Step and II of the Humanistic
Studies. The results show that over 85% of Step I and 86% of Step
II students gained at least 1 grade level in reading after 4 months
in the program. The greatest gain shown by a student was &4 grade
levels. . h
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INTRODUCTION

The Humanistic Studies: Academic and Cultural Enrichment
Project is an interdisciplinary prototype in academic and cul-
tural enrichment embracing art, drama and literature, music,
social studies and film study. The Project began in the 1972~
73 school year and is in its third year of operation.

The operational emphasis of the Project in the three years
has been the development, implementation and documentation of
a model program which can be disseminated to other schools in
the District of Columbia.

The major purpose of this Report is to provide a complete
description of the activities implemented in the Humanistic
Studies Program this year and to present the specific evaluation
procedures and findings instituted to measure program implementa-
tion level.

The major worth of this evaluation effort is the utility of
its results in the educational environment. Therefore, a necessary
characteristic of the evaluation activities was continual feedback
and dialogue between the Project staff, the evaluation officer and
the evaluator.

The information presented in this report is meant to serve
as a tool for examining the current Humanistic Studies Program to
improve its effectiveness in serving the educational needs of those
students currently participating in the program and for future
program participants.
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AUDIENCE FCR THE EVALUATION

The major purpose of this evaluation is to measure the extent
to which the objectives of the Humanistic Studies: Academic and
Cultural Enrichment Program have been implemented and accomplished.

Education researchers have come to realize that evaluation simply
for evaluation sake serves little or no purpose. This Evaluator believes
that the utility of an evaluation is increased when both the evaluator
and those being evaluated are interested in the total process. The
total process in this instance refers to the causal relationship or a
practical explanation of the how(s) and why(s) related to the findings
of an evaluation. Specifically, greatest value 1s derived from evalua-
tion when the process is not a one-shot nor one-~dimensional experience.
That is, the evaluation does something more than merely answer the
question of whether or not the program is achieving its objectives.

The context in which this evaluation is performed is to provide
the greatest information to the Project staff and School System
personnel for future program planning and implementation. Therefore,
this final report of the evaluation of the Humanistic Studies: Academic
and Cultural Enrichment Project 1s addressed to a variety of audiences
interested in improving humanities studies and curricula for secondary
school and college students.

] National educators concerned with the relevance and need for
curriculum change and reform to meet current needs and demands for
articulation between real life and the school's academic program. Also,
curriculum evaluation experts concerned with matching measures of learn-
ing with that which is learmed.

° Board of Education Public Schools of the District of Columbia
with whom rests the opportunity to share the potential worth and value
. of this program with the nation's schools as a whole is an example
of solutions to the crisis cf the schooel curriculum gap in America.

- Superintendent of Schools of the Public Schools of the District
of Columbia and other administrators who must realize the potential
answer this program presents to the school system curriculum dirth
in the humanities and related areas, and who ultimately determine the
future of this Project.

® Local humanities program directors and teachers who must
decide where and how to implement and disseminate the project and then
provide adequate support and technical assistance in ensuring program
effectiveness.

10



] Parents and community members who must be the recipients of
the success or failure of the child's preparedness to find a life in the
soclety based on his .schooling.

° Students whose lives are ultimately determined and/or

influenced by the opportunities presented each to prepare for living
in the school setting.

11




PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Humanistic Studies Program at Woodson Senior High School
is a program developed to provide interdisciplinary academic and :
cultural experiences to students in the 10th, 1lth and 12th grades in
art, music, literature, social studies and history.

The program is under the supervision of a director, a
coordinator, a counselor, an assistant coordinator, and, various
teaching personnel. ’

The director of the program is responsible for the manage-
ment and administration of the program along with;an assistant
principal for curriculum and other personnel. The director is res-
ponsible for approval and development of teaching staff, design and
direction of course offerings and curriculum development.

The coordinator of the program is responsible for coordinating
the program on all levels. The coordinator is the person who facili-
tates the ordering of textbooks and supplies, arranging field trips,
securing speakers and guest consultants, planning sessions, keeping
the Principal and Project Director appraised of the progress and
needs of the course, collecting and distributing materials, collabora-
ting activities and exchange progrsis and reviewing materials to be
utilized in the Program. She arrs:gjes team teaching, scheduling,
recruitment and orientation of stucents; conducts bi-weekly staff
development and planning sessions; and assists in review of syllabi,
report writing, etc. h

The Counselor has the major responsibility for the formative
(internal) evaluation activities; he designs the evaluation and
testing procedures; identifies appropriate measures along with the
project director and other staff, and administers instrumentation as
appropriate to measure program progress. He couusels students, and,
coordinates with parents and the community for program participation.

The Assistant Coordinator is responsible for providing assis-
tance to the coordinator in procuring books and supplies, arranging
travel, establishing and maintaining visual files and records,
arranging for audio-visual program needs, etc.

Auxiliary personnel serving the program include the principal
and the assistant principal for curriculum.

The prograﬁwﬂtilizes 7 teaching staff persons in the subject”
areas shown in Figure 1.

12



FIGURE. 1

ANALYSIS OF TEACHING STAFF BY SUBJECT AREA

PROGRAMS

SUBJECT AREAS STEP I STEP II STEP III
Art 1 1 1
Music 1 1 1
Literature 2 2 1
History 1 1 1
Social Studies 1 1 Appgggable
Philoéophy Appgggable Agg?ggable 1
Science 1 1 1

The program serves a total of 138 students this year as
shown in Figure 2. Fifty-two (52) students participate in Step 1

of the program, sixty-two (62) in Step 2, and twenty-four (24) in
Step 3.

Figure é

STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE HUMANISTIC STUDIES PROGRAM
DURING THE 1975-76 SCHOOL YEAR

Number of Students Particlbating:

Step 1 52

) Step 2 62
Step 3 24

Total 138

The program is an inﬁegral part of the regular school program
with classes scheduled as shown in Table 1 (See Appendix of Tables).



The Humanistic Studies: Academic and Cultural Enrichment
Project has the following objectives:

1. To provide students in Humanities with an scademic and
cultural enrichment program which will prepare them for further engage-
ment in research, the professional and performing arts, career studies,
and which in addition will deepen their own sense of worth;

2. To provide opportunities for students to transcend the -
narrow environs of their immediate physical and social community so
that they may identify similarities in all cultures as well as the
dissimilarities which make each setting unique;

3. To provide a forum for the exchange of ideas among
students, non-Humanities teaching staff and visitors touching on some
particuldr problem related to a phase of study, a humanities theme,

a social issue, or a philosophical concept ( problems including those
of cultural pluralism, racism, implications of bidialectism, ghettocism,
racial heritage, and racial pride);

4. To present the inter-relatedness of the scientist and
the humanist in today's world; ‘

5. To communicate the techniques of informed listening and
viewing and to develop improved skills in writing and reading.

The Humanistic Studies Program is a three-step program involving
intra and extra school course experiences for students of the Woodson
Senior High School. The steps are as follows:

e STEP I -- AMERICAN STUDIES

Content: A course conceptualized around two themes:
(1) Search for the American Identity, and (2) Search for self. The
course is an interrelated study of the social, economic, political,
and cultural forces which define the individuals who discovered, settled,
formed, developed, and expanded this nation to create the "American
mystique”. '

It embraces the study of the contemporary and historical
American people (the Anglo-European, Ameridian, Afro-American, and
Spanish-speaking American), their literature, art, music and dance
from the Renaissance background to the Contemporary America in six
major units: Renaissance Man; Puritan Man; Revolutionary Man;
Frontier Man; Rise and Fall of the Great American Dream ~ the Dis-~
illusioned Man and Contemporary Man.

Participation Logistics: The course is offered over a two-
period time span. :

14
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Criteria for Student Participation: Students must be in their
sophomore year and matriculating in the Humanities Studies program.

Credits: Two Carnmegie units of credit are given for the course --
one credit in English and one in American History.

e STEP II -- BRITISH LITERARY HERITAGE -

Content: A course conceptualized to provide the student with
experience in related music and art. Complete works of some British
writers who have achieved recognition for generations because of their
dominant influence on world culture are studied thematically together
with representative works from former British colonies of Africa, India
and the West Indies. The literature is studied as a response to the
numan condition. The mysic and art relate to the historical periods
in which the works are set.

Participation Logisticé: The course is offered over a one-
period time span.

Criteria for Student Participation: Students must be in their
junior year and matriculating in the Humanities Studies Progran.

Credits: One Carnegie unit of credit in English is given for
this course.

e STEP III -- WORLD CULTURE

Content: A team-taught course, multi-ethnic and multi-ethic in
content, follows a cultural-epoch, thematic approach in music, art,
literature and drama, science and philosophic studies. The science
is studied in relation to human values and the philosophy in terms of
the currents reflected in the literature. Four themes of universal
concern are explored: (1) the search for self, (2) the search for
meaning, (3) the search for freedom, and (4) the search for values.

Participating Logistics: The class is scheduled for two
consecutive periods a day with an option period once a week.

Criteria for Student Participation: Students must be in their
senior year and participating in the Humanities Program to be eligible
for this course.

Credits: Not a core curriculum course.




EVALUATION DESIGN

The Humanistic Studies: Academic and Cultural Enrichment
Project is an innovative approach to the teaching of Humanities.
It is a Title III-funded project and is an educational research pro-
ject to develop a prototype for Humanities studies for secondary
schools. The Project is organized on the IVD research model. The
time frame for Implementation (I), Validation (V) and Dissemination (D)
of Title III projects is a three year period for the I and V phases
followed by the D phase after the third year. The Humanistic Studies:
Academic and Cultural Enrichment Program has Implemented and has Vali-
dated a model for dissemination. The approach of this evaluation is
to examine the model program as developed, to document the major
disseminable elements of the project and to evaluate the effective-
ness or impact of the project developed on those subjects participating.

The evaluation design utilized in this evaluation is the CIPI
model (C-Content, I-Inputs, P-Processes, I-Impacts).

One essential element of this evaluation was to explore in-
depthly the impact of this program on all student participants and to
measure the behavioral changes of those students participating versus
those students not participating matched on certain dependent variables
such as grade, age, sex, attendance, academic achievement, home,
background, etc.

&

The Humanistic Studies Program operational at Woodson Senior
High School offers an interdisciplinary course in academic and cultural
enrichment embracing art, drama and literature, music, social studies
and film study. The courses are taught’ by specialists. The basic
purpose of this study 1s to evaluate and document the extent to which
progress has been made toward achieving the program's objectives. 1In
essence, the following evaluation research questions were used as
guldes: ‘

What has happened to students and teachers in the
Humanistic Studies Program?

Why it happened?
How effective was what happened?

These program effectiveness questions were utilized to identify,
evaluate and document critical variables in the program.

The overall objective of this study is the assessment of the
effectiveness of the Humanistic Studies Program in: (a) providing
students with a substantive and enriching program; (b) expanding
the cultural exposure of students; (c) establishing a symposium for

16
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free exchange of ideas between students and adults, and to bring
together diverse disciplines in an expression of one central theme; .

(d) bringing together the humanist and the scientist; and (e) improving
the students' reading skills.

The more specific objectives of this evaluation are:

- to identify program elements and terminal
objectives; )
e

- to analyze and describe program operations

and performance;

- to analyze the performance of the participa-
ting students within each program area as
evidenced by test results on standardized
and non-standardized tests.

The interactions and relationships between student performance,
the Humanistic Studies Program processes, and the environmental
context constitute the system utilized in evaluating this program.
This system is represented in Figure 3, The following major elements
of the system were evaluated:

- Student and Teacher Characteristics (Inputs);

- The Environment (Context);
- The Program (Frocesses);
- Student Outcomes (Outputs).
FIGURE 3
4
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POPULATION AND SAMPLING DESIGN:

Sampling Plan

Because the population of the Humanistic Studies Program was
intact and small, the evaluator's sampling plan projected a 65% to 75%
minimum respondent level from all groups administered instrumentation.

Student Population and Sample

Figure 4 below gives the actual populations of students
participating in each program step or phase. Also represented is the
actual sample or number of subjects responding to the student question-
naire administered by the data collectors for this external evaluation.

FIGURE &

HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

Student Participating Population and Evaluation Sample

STEP GRADE POPULATION SAMPLE 7% RESPONDENTS
I 10 P =52 N = 42 81
Il 11 P =62 N = 39 63
CIII 12 P =24 N = 18 75

Teacher Population and Sample

Figure 5 gives the actual teacher population and teacher
subjects completing the teacher questionnaire administered by the
data collectors for the external evaluators. The Project Coordinator
and the Project Counselor were included in this sample.

FIGURE 5
HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

Teacher Population

Teachers P* N* % Respondents

Step I 6 6 100
Step II 1 1 100
Step III 100

*Note: Teachers are only counted in 1 Step although they may
teach in several Steps.

9.
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‘Instrumentation

The following. instruments were developed and administered
to evaluate the Humanistic Studies Program.

1. Student Questionnaire

2. Teacher Questionnaire

3. Auxiliary Personnel Questionnaire
4, Parent Questionnaire

5. Program Data Sheet.

1. Student Questionnaire

What do students participating in the Humanistic
Studies Program perceive as the purpose of the
program? »

Do students view the Humanistic Studies class
experiences as different and unique from their
other classes?

How do students feel the program has affected
and benefited them?

What 1s the students' perception of appropriate
program participants?

What changes do students recommend for the program?

2. Teacher Questi.nnaire

What is the teachers' percepticn of the program's
purpose?

Wwhat students do teachers consider the program
most suitable for?

How do teachers perceive the program's effects on
their teaching methodology and effectiveness?

What effects.do teachers feel thz program has had
on students participating?

What recommendations do teachers participating in
the program have for preparing other teachers to
participate in the program?

19
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3. Parent Questionnaire

What do parents perceive as the purpose of the
Humanistic Studies Program?

How do parents feel the program has affected
their students cognitively and affectively?

4, Auxiliary Personnel Questionnaire

How do principals and assistant principals feel
the program has benefited the students partici-
pating? i

How do principals and assistant principals feel
the program has affected teachers participating
in it?

What students do principals and assistant princi-
pals feel benefit from the program?

S. ~Program Data Sheet

What specific activities hzve been implemented
by the program?

What personnel are responsible for implementing
program activities? '

What specific teaching content and instructional
methodologies were students exposed to?

What materials and resources have been utilized
by the program?

What plans have been made for expansion of the
program in the next school year?

Data Collection

Figure 6 gives the evaluation data collection schedule. Two
data collectors had the major responsibility for collection of data.

11.
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FIGURE 6

ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT 2ROJECT

Data Collection Schedule

L

Instruments
Name of Data Teacher/ to be
Gatherer Date School Site Class Population Time Administered
Williams May 11, | Woodson Senior | Art Rm 202 N=52 Second Student
Lawton 1976 High Literature | Step 1 Students | Period Questionnaire
School Rm 702 10:10am
. May 11, | Woodson Senior Teachers Sixch Teacher
Williams 1976 High School Rm 702 Participating Period Questionnaire
N=2¢§ 1:25pm
Lawton May 12, | Woodson Senior | Litevature | ¥ = 24 | Fourth Student
Williams 1976 High School Rm 702 Step 3 Students | Period Questionnaire
11:45am
May 13, | Woodson Senior | Literature | N = 62 Third Student
Williams 1976 High School Ra 702 Step 2 Students | Period Questionnaire
10:5%am
!

° Data Codification and Documentation

All data was codified in numerical and statistical terms.
Results were tabulated for each item and sub-item in consistent
numerical terms. Most of the items on the questionnaires were pre-
coded, therefore, data collected was tabulated in summative rating
or Likert scales, and cumulative or Guttman scales. Many question-
naire items were structured to identify variations in the perceptions
of respondents or were open-ended. These were coded using.the same
rating technique stated above when possible, other specific responses
were listed.

® Data Results and Analysis

The specific results aud analysis of data codification and
tabulation for the student and teacher questionnaires and other data
are presented in Part II of this report.

21
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ANALYSIS OF EVALUATION FINDINGS

The evaluation findings are presented here. The findings are

stated in direct response to the evaluation objectives which are stated
as questions:

1. Were students in the Humanistic Studies Program
provided with an academic and cultural enrichment pro-
gram which prepared them for further engagement in
research, the professional and performing arts, career
studies, and which in addition deepened their own sense
of worth?

Yes, students' responses and teachers' responses to data
reveal that students were provided with an academic and
cultural enrichment program which prepared them for
future engagement in research, the professional and
performing arts, career studies and which deepened their
own sense of worth.

Student questiommaire data revealed that 297% of all students partici-
pating in the Humanistic Studies Program felt that the progran's purpose
was to prepare them for college and 15% thought it was to prepare them
for the future. Ten percent felt that the purpose was to develop reading
and writing skills. Thirty percent of students thought the Humanities
classes were different from other classes because they prepared you to
make better choices, K 25% because they were more reality-oriented,

53% because writing and other academic skills improved as a result of
being in the classes and 36% because you alwayc know what is expected of
you. Fourteen percent of students thought the program had met their
needs as a person because it improved academic skills, 117 because it
increased their understanding of self and others, 9% because it prepared
them for the future, and also because it gave them a realistic outlook
on life and 5% because it made them more articulate and improved their
self-development. Teacher responses indicated that most teachers felt
the program prepared students for college, helped students make critical
decisions to survive in the world and, to enable students to think and
reason logically, debate, question and present daily happenings.
Fifty-four percent of teachers also felt the ability of students to
express ideas and thoughts in a logical and consistent manner as com-
pared to students not in the program was much better, 14Z thought
greatly dimproved.

13.
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Students also felt that the program had influenced their lives.
Fifty-two percent reported that as a result of the program they had
changed their life goals, and 11% that it had helped them decide to go
to college. The greatest program influence was shown with Step I students.
Fifty-five percent of Step I students compared to 337 and 28% of Srep Il
and Step III students respectively reported that the program helped them
relate better to people. Additionally, 60% studenis report that ‘the
program's activities helped them imprave their writing skills, 40% speak-

. ing skiils, 23% leadership skilis, and 24% skill in understanding them-
selves and their culture.

- Were students provided opportunities to transcend

the narrow environs of their immediate physical and social
community so that they may identify similarities in all
cultures as well as the dissimilarities which make each
setting unique? o

Yes, program data and student and teacher responses
indicate that students were provided such opportunities.

Student data revealed that students were presented opportunities -
to transcead the narrow environs of their physical and social community.
Thirty-five percent reported that the program's activities helped them
develop skill in understanding people of other races and cultures, 15%
reported skill in communicating with people of other races and cultures
and 24% skill in understanding self and own heritage. Sixty-three per-
cent reported the program helped them appreciate reading materials and
knowledge of other cultures and 287% felt a major purpose of the pro-
gram is to give greater understanding and exposure to cultures. Teachers
felt the program provided students skills in seeing the interrelation-
ships of man with everything about him.

3. Was a forum for the exchange of ideas among students,
non-Humanities teaching staff and visitors touching on
some particular problem related to a phase of study, a
humanities theme, a social issue, or a philosophical
concept (problems including those of cultural pluralism,
racism, implications of bidialectism, ghettocism, racial
heritage, and racial pride provided?

Yes, a forum for this exchange was provided as evidenced
through program activities and student, teacher and pro-
ject staff ‘responses and through observations and visita-

tions by the evaluator.
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Program data reveal that students and teachers and visitors engaged
in trips, visitations, etc. to discuss and delineate various social issues
and philosophical concepts. Students spent a week in an ultra-caucasion,
middle~class school and community. Students returned the visit.

Students visited sites in Washington and the surrounding areas, e.g.
Williamsburg, etc. Student data results reveal that 55% of students
understood and appreciated art more as a result of the program, 347%
history more and 407 literature more. Students' results reflect that

62% had not attended a play before program participation, 29% had not
wisited an art gallery and 17% had not attended a concert or symphony.
Teachers felt the program gave students skills to analyze, verbalize,
conceptualize and think critically, and give knowledgeable self expression via
art or music. Teachers related greater exposure to other humanities

areas other than their own and team teaching as major self-improvement

and helpful activities for them. Also reported was the fact that ther

was not enough planning time and that their experience was broadened

as a teacher as a result of program participation. Teachers also

reported that the program allowed them to try out new innovative approaches
Teachers reported that conferences with visiting consultants provided them
with needed material and information, Trip to 1776 with Step I students
gave clearer review of events leading up to signing of the Declaration

of Independence.

—

4. Was the inter-relatedness of the scientist and the
humanist in today's world presented?

Yes, program data and student and teacher questionnaire
results reveal that the inter-relatedness of the scientist
and the humanist in today's world was presented.

Program data revealed that students were presented many experiences
in the humanist-scientist relationshkip. Various subjects teachers
- taught as a team or groups. Program materials were chosen and utilized
based on this relatedness to various subjects. Teachers reflect that
team-teaching opportunities which they eangaged in were:
1. British and Third World Literature (Art Teachear);
2. Philosophy, Current Events in Literature (Science Teacher);

3. Music and Literature. "Brought Music of Victorian Age to
‘Step II students whom I do not teach."”

Forty-nine percent of students report the materials studied in
this program are more related to everyday life than other classes.

25
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S. Were the techniques of informed listening
- and viewing communicated in order to develop improved
skills in writing and reading?

Yes, teacher and student questionnaire results reveal
overwhelming response in this area.

Fifty~three percent of students report that their writing and
other academic skills improved as a result of being in the Humanistic
Studies classes, as compared to all other classes they attended.
Fifty~two percent that the program met their need by helping improve
their reading skills, 57% by helping improve their writing skills.
Students designated program activities to help develop leadership
skills 23%, decision making skills 15%, writing skills 60%, and
speaking skills 40%. Sixty-two percent of students report that they
have viewed television shows or movies which relate to the Humanistic
Studies. - "

Teachers rcport that the reading ability of =tudents in the
Humanistic Studies Prosram is much better, 70% or has greatly increased

14% 25 compared to students in their other classes and that their.
writing skills are much better 56 or have increased 147.

26
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EVALUATION RESULTS

The major inputs of the Humanistic Studies Program are representad
in Part I of this report (Program Overview). The major processes of
the program are discussed in the Findings of this report. This section
will discuss the major effects (products) of the Humanistic Studies. A
cursory look at student and teacher response related to program effects
of this summative evaluation, as well as some of the formative evalua-
tion findings are discussed.

Students and teachers felt the Humanistic Studies Program had two
major objectives, a) preparation for college and, 2) greater understand-
ing and exposure to culture. Students and teachers felt the program's
classes were different from other programs. Students felt that you
knew what is expected of you, teachers were more helpful, classes were more
reality-oriented, one must study to keep up, the work was more challenging
* but that they better prepared you to make choices.

The majority of students and teachers report that the program
{mprcved students' reading and writing skills to a greater extent than
other classes. And teachers report that students also gained a greater
ability to analyze and verbalize problems and issues in a logical con-
sistent frame of thought. Student results on the STEP test show marked
improvements in academic achievement. The test was administered by the
(In-House) Formative evaluator to students in Step I and Step II, when-
students entered the program in September and in January. Table 1
and Table 2 show pre- and post-tesf results on STEP reading tests for
students in Step I and Step IT of the Humanistic Studies. The results
show that over 85% of Step I and 86% of Step II students gained at
least 1 grade level in reading after 4 months in the program. The
greatest gain shown by a studeat was 4 grade levels.

17.
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TABLE 1

STEP I STUDENTS
PRE-TEST AND POST-TEST SCORES ON STEP READING TEST

Pre-Test Post-Test
Student Number Read Score Grade Level Read Score Grade Level

1 288 8.8 310 11

2 288 8.8 300 10

3 258 6 275 7.5

4 269 6.9 280 8

5 279 7.8 205 10.5 |

6 272 7.2 275 7.5

7 282 8 285 8.5

8 286 8.5 305 10.5
.9 267 6.6 278 7.5
10 284 8.5 292 9.2
11 268 6.6 - 260 6
12 265 6.5 269 6
13 284 8.5 295 9.5
14 275 7.5 285 8.5
15 264 6.5 260 6
16 279 7.9 210 11
17 284 8.5 ~. 290 9
18 279 7.8 290 9
19 : 283 8.5 280 8
20 275 7.5 290 9
21 264 6.5 270 7
22 278 7.8 280 8
23 ' 286 8.5 295 9.5
24 284 8.5 300 10
25 276 7.5 275 7.5
26 284 8.5 290 9
27 268 6.5 285 8.5
28 267 6.6 280 8
29 268 6.6 T 280 8
30 280 8 ‘290 9
31 269 6.9 270 7
32 282 8 290 8
3z 270 7 256 6.5
34 276 7.5 280 8
35 278 7.9 280 8
36 265 6.6 260 6
37 266 6.6 280 8

18.
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N TABLE 2

STEP II STUDENTS
VRE~TEST AND POST-TEST SCORES ON STEP READING TEST

Pre-Test. : Post-Test
Student Number Read Score Grade Level Read Score Grade Level
1 295 8 295 9.5
? 288 8.8 290 9
3 278 7.8 285 8.5
4 282 8 295 9.5
5 286 8.5 305 10.5
6 276 7.5 283 8.3
7 282 8 305 10.5
8 295 9.5 295 9.5
9 276 7.5 283 8.3
10 285 8.5 300 10
11 . 286 8.5 310 11
12 293 9.2 310 11
13 287 8.t 295 9.5
14 282 8 285 8.5
15 293 9.2 312 11.2
16 285 8.5 290 9
17 291 9 310 11
18 291 9 295 9.5
19 287 8.6 289 9.1
20 287 8.6 295 9.5
21 280 8 289 8.9
22 279 7.8 294 9.4
23 289 8.9 295 9.5
24 291 9 310 11
25 284 8.5 305 10.5
26 284 8.5 295 9.5
27 283 8.5 290 9
28 291 9 300 10
29 281 8 300 10
30 266 6.6 285 8.5
31 293 9.2 310 11
32 287 8.6 295 9.5
33 281 8 300 10
34 284 8.5 295 9.5
35 : 278 7.8 279 7.9
36 284 8.5 300 10
37 280 8 280 8
38 293 9.2 315 11.5
39 : 284 8.5 292 9.2

19.
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Students report that assignments are challenging and that you
really have to keep up but that library resources are not responsive
to their material and resource needs for this program.

Students and teachers report that high and average achievers
should “e involved inthe program, but the majority indicate that the
program is geared for college-bound students with high academic skills.

Students and teachers both recommend more trips related to program
as a major program change.

Teachers relate that the program provided team teaching, workshops,
conferences and other experiences and that all were helpful to them.
Teachers report that they are not given enough planning time for a pro-
gram of this kind and suggested that business meetings be held at times
other than the planning period. Although results show that 70% of the
teaching staff related faculty discussions and meetings as the most
supportive activities.

Teachers recommended expanding this program to include other
teachers in this school and others related that the following training
and experience be provided new teachers:

1. Workshops, orientation, study of syllabi, through know-
ledge of subject matter, knowledge of all subject areas.

2. Course wbrk, team teaching with experienced teacher.

3. In-depth inter-staff discussions to develop sound
approaches.

4. Working knowledge of resources available in Washington, D.C.
and other places to augment the teaching and learning experience.
Teachers made the following specific recommendations for changes to
improve the program: ‘

- .  More team teaching and teacher planning time;

- De-emphasis of the linear, sequential curriculum
) with more stress on specific concepts and ides;
- Greater input from teachers that are not a formal

part of the Humanities staff;
- More trips out of building;

- A parent-student conference period;

- A period of composition and related skills;

- More supplies and equipment;

- More visiting consultants;

- An additional social studies teacher;

- 4 section in the school library expressly for

humanities material.
30
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Formative evaluation results show concurrence that students feel
more study is required, more materials are present related to human concerns.
That grammar is the major skill development area needed by students,
and that students feel the course is most valuable for college preparation.
(See Appendix C). :

Formative evaluation results of students' attendance in Step I and II
of the Humanistic Program compared to students ir. other humanities classes
reveal that two times ac many students show absenteeism in other courses
as in the Humanistic Studies courses, - 32% total for other classes
compared to 17%. In each of the class samples, (see Appendix C), atten-
dance was two-three times less than for Humanistic Studies students.

Dates and absenteeism are represented in Figures 7 and 8 below.

L4

FIGURE 7

ABSENTEEISN OF REGUL;\R HUMANITIES CLASSES

a o’

Group C

- Group B

Parcent 0
3 Group D

Group A

Oce. 14 Nov. 12 Jsa. 13 Pab. 11

Date Absentess Racorded

Group A - Amarican History

Group B - English 4

Group C - Eaglish 3 .
Group D - English 2
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FIGURE 8

ABSENTZEISM OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES (STEP I and II)
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IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Findings and Results of this study give implications for the
following Recommendations:

1. That the Humanistic Studies Program should countinue and
be expanded to other students and teachers, however, strategic planning

to prevent rapid expansicn and program quality losses should be
implemented.

2. That teachers and students in the Program be given more
opportunities to brcaden theilr experiences.

3. That equal attention be given all cultures to present the

facts related to each to students and teachers, rather than dwelling

on one or two dominant cultures.

4. That libraries and other resources be provided so that
students can experience maximum educatioral opportunities in the school
setting.

" 5. That this integrated approach to learning be explored at
other school levels and for children of other ages..

23.°
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TABLE 1

"HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

STEP I
PERIOD 2
Group Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri.
A Lit. Art Lit. Lit. Lit.
711 202 711 711 711
B S.S. Lit. Art S.S. Lit.
709 702 202 709 702
PERIOD 3
Group Mon. Tues. . Wed. Thurs. Fri.
A Art S.S. Music S.S. Music
202 709 G107 709 Gl07
B Lit. Art - Music Lit. Music
702 202 Gl07 702 Gl07

(W]




TABLE 1

(CONTINUED)
STEP II
PERIOD 3

MON. TUES. WED. THUKS. FRI.
1st Historical :
WEEK & Cultural Lit. Lit. Lit. Lit.

| Survey

2nd
WEEK Lit. Lit. Lit. Art Iit.
3rd 4 »
WEEK . Lit. Music Lit. Lit. Lit.
4th Camp.
WEEK Tit. Lit. Lit. Lit. Skills.

36




TABLE 1

(CONTINUED)
STEP III
PERIOD 3 -

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri.
Music Lit. Art Music Lit.
G107_ 702 202 G107 702
PERIOD 4
Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri.
Science Phil. Lit. Lit. Art
702 710 702 702 202
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HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

Name of School: Date

Instrument #1

Student Questionnaire

Directions: Answer each of the following.

1. In your opinion, what is the purpose of the Humanistic
Studies Program?

2. How are the humanities classes different from your other

classes?

a. You always know what is expected of you

. Teachers are more helpful

c. Materials studied are more related to everyday life

d. My writing and other academic skills improved as a
result of being in the class

e. More reality oriented

£. Prepares you to make choices better

qg. You really must study to keep up

h. Work is more challenging.

3. What influence has the program had on your life?

a. " Changed my life goal
b. ‘Helped me decide to go to college

c. Helped me change my area of interest for college
d. Helped me decide not to go to college

e. Helps me relate better to people

£. None of the above

4. To what extent is this program suited to your needs as a

student?
. a. Helped me improve my reading skills
b. Helped me improve my writing skills
c. Helped me improve my grades
d. Helped me relate better to my teachers
e. None of the above

39



Instcument #1 {(cont'd) o Page 2

5.

How has this program met your needs as & person?

Are there adequate resource materials for you to find infor-
mation related to humanities available in the school library?

What activities have you engaged in with the program that
have helped you develop the following:

a.

b.

Leadership skills (liét activities)
Deqision making skills (list activities)
Writing skills (list activities)
Speaking skills (listAactivities)

Skill in understanding people of other races and
culture (list activities)

Skill in communicating with people of other cultures
(list activities)

Skill in understanding yourself and your heritage (list
activities)

Other skills

None of the above .
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Instrument #1 (cont'd) : Page 3

8. Would recommend this program to your friends or other

students?

a. Only if they were high achievers

b. If they were average achievers

c. Yes, to all other students and friends

9. Do you feel your assignments have required you to use your
ability as a student?

a. To a greater extent than any other class
b. To an equal extent as other classes
c. To a lesser extent than other classes

10. Do you discuss your experiences in humanities with your
friends and/or family?

a. Sometimes
b. Always

c. Seldom

d. Not at all

11. Do you think that you lad enough assignments in your
humanities classes?

12. Have the humanities courses helped you to appreciate
reading materials and knowledge that are not relevant to
your community?

13. Have you Viewed television shows or mov ies which relate
to what you studied in humanities?

a. Yes. List them.

b. No

14. What activities and experiences in which you have
participated in this program would you like to see
change? .
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.Instrument #1 (cont'd) : Page 4

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

"How has your understanding of and attitude toward art

changed as a result of participating in the Humanities
Program?

a. I und=rstand and appreciate studying it much more
the. before.

b. I still don't understand or like art very much.

c. ' I can study art if it is required in class.

In which of the following ways has your understanding of
and attitude toward the study of history changed?

a. I like to study history more since participating
in this program.

b. I can study history if required to do so in class.

c. I still don't understand or like to study history.

How has your understanding of and attitude toward the study
of literature changed as a result of participating in the
Humanities Program? ‘

a. I understand literature much better and like to
read it.

b. I don't understand or like literature.

c. I like some literature.

d. I only study literature if required in class.

As a result of participation in this program, which of
the following do you like to participate in that you did
not participate in before being in this program?

a. Visit an art gallery
b. Attend a concert or symphony
c. Attend a play

Do you recommend offering the program to more students?

1. Yes

b. No

Why or why not?

Do you think this program should continue next year?

a. Yes
b. No

Why or why not?
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_Instrument #1 (cont'd) _ Page 5

21. Would you like to participate in this program next year?

a. Yes
b. _ No

Why ox why not?
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HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

Name of School: Date

Instrument #2

Teacher Questionnaire -

Directions: Answer each of the following.

1. what are the objectives of the Humanistic Studies Program?

2. Do you consider this program suited to students?

Of low academic ability

a.

b. Of average academic ability

c. Of high academic ability

d. Of exceptional academic ability

3. What team teaching opportunities have you engaged in this
year?

4. Have these opportunities enhanced your teaching effectiveness?
How?

5. Which of the following activities have ynu engaged in this

year?

a. Team Teaching
b. Trips

c. Workshops

d. Conferences
e. Other

41




6.

10.

11.

Instrument #2 (cont'd) Page 2

.Which did you find most helpful? Why?

How do you feel about the amount of planning time you were
given to prepare for your classes in this program?
R

iy

a. Not enough time

b. Too much time

C. Not enough time considering the ability of tke
: student

d. Adequate time required for this type of program

The writing ability of students participating in your
classes in the Humanistic Studies Program compared to
students in your other classes

a. Has greatly improved
b. Is much better

C. Is about the same:
d. Is not as g-.od

The reading ability of students participating in your
classes in the Humanistic Studies Program compared to
students in your other classes

a. Has greatly improved
b. Is much better

c. Is about the same

d. Is not as good

1

The ability of students in the Humanistic Studies Program
to express ideas and thoughts in a logical and consistent
manner as compared with other students not in the program

a. Has greatly improved -
b. Is much better

c. , Is about the same

d. Is not as good

The activities of this program which were most supportive
to you in your classroom were:

a. Faculty discussions and meetings

b. Workshops

c. ~ Discussions with teachers in my teaching subject
area

d. Discussions with teachers in other related subject
areas

oo
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Instrument #2 (cont'd) . Page 3

12. I would recommend expanding this program to include other

teachers:
a. In this school
b. In other schools

Should remain as is
Oother. (Explain)

c.
d.

1]

13. What training and other experiences would you recommend for
new teachers participating in the program?

a.

b.

Ce.

14. In your oplnlon, if the program expanded it should include:

a. Only students of exceptlonal academic ablllty
b. Students of high academic ability
c. Students of average and above average ability
d. Students of all academic abilities

11

15. The skills which students acquire who participate in the
Humanistic Studies Program that are different from skills
which other students acquire are:

16. The .classes for humanistic studies have:

a. . Broadened my experiences as a teacher
b. Allowed me to try out new innovative approaches
c. Not given me the opportunity to teach subject matter

which I think is vital and important for students
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Instrument #2 - : Page 4

17. I would like to see the following changes to improve the
Humanistic Studies Program:

a.

b.

18. As a result of my experiences as a teacher in the humanities
program my classes are:

a. More formal

b. More structured

c. Less formal

d. Less structured

e. Require more student parthlpatlon
£. Require less student participation




DIRECTIONS FOR ADMINISTRATION

The following instrument is designed to solicit the opinion and
perception of school auxiliary personnel in reference to the
Humanistic Studies: Academic and Cultural Enrichment Program.
The questionnaire should be given to the principal, assistant
principals, counselors, and other auxiliary personnel who are

responsible for the students involved in the Humanistic Studies
Program.

R N
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HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

Name of School -Position

Instrument #4
AUXILIARY PERSONNEL QUESTIONNAIRE

Directions: Answer each of the following:

1. The purpose of the Humanistic Studies Program is

2. What students do you consider this program suitable for?

a. Students of low academic ability
‘b. Students of average academic ability

c. Students of high academic ability

3. Students of exceptional academic ability

e. AZl students regardless of academic ability
f. Other

3. Students in the Humanistic Studies Program as compared to
other students

a. Are more academically equipped

b. Show higher academic achievement

c. Participate in more extra curricular activities
d. Participate in less extra curricular activities

4. As a result of your observation of and interaction with
students in the Humanistic Studies program, these students as
compared to other students in your school

a. Have less truancies and absences
b. Are seldom tardy

c. Have less conduct and behavioral problems

d. Are more enthusiastic about school and learning
e. Are the lead=rs of their group

f. None of the above

I
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Instrument #4 (cont'd) Page 2

5. Students participating in the Humanistic Studies Program as
compared tc other students have the following effect on my

job role:

a. Demand more of my time

b. _ Require more conferences

c. Demand less time

d. ____ Require less conferences

e. Have no effect on my job role .
£. Other

6. The Humanistic Studies Program has had the fol’owxng effect on
the school.

a. tudents in the program require less counselling

b. Students in the program require less parent and teacher
conferences

c. Students in' the program influence the conduct of other

students in the school

d. Students in the program require less superv1sxon

e. Students in the program assist in keeping the school
orderly and condusive to learning ~

||

£. Other

7. Which of the fOllOWlng improvements have you observed in
- students participating in the Humanistic Studies Program to a
greater degree than you have in other students?

a. Improvement in grades
b. Speech has improved
C- More leadership skills
4. No change observed

8. Which of the folle7ing changas have you observed in the students
participating in tne Humanistic Studies Program to a greater
degree than in other students?

a. Seem to understand themselves and others better
. b. Seem to get aiong better with peexs and classmates
c. Seem to get along better with teachers:

9. Which of the fOllOWlng nave you observed to a greater degree in
parents of students involved in the Humanistic Studies Program
than in other parents? (over)

ERIC °0




Instrument #4 ' Page 3

10.

11.

12.

a. Better relationship with the school

b. Parents contact school more about child's academic
' progress

c. Parents participate more in school activities

d. Parents attend more school functions

e. None of the above

£. Other

Which of the following changes have you observed in teachers
who are in the Humanistic Studies Program?

a. Teachers are more concerned about the education of
students

b. Teachers report less discipline problems

c. - Teachers are more cooperative in participating in
extra teaching activities

d. ___ Teachers are more closely working group

e. Other

I would recommend expanding this program to include other

teachers and students

a. In this school

b. In other schools

c. Should remain as is
d. Other (Explain)

What training and other experiences would you recommend for

new principals, counselors, and teachers participating in the
program?

a.

b.

Ce.
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_ Instrument #4 (cont'd) ) Page 4

13. 1In your opinion, if the program expanded it should include:
a. | Only students of exceptional academic ability
b. Students of high academic ability
c. Students of average and above average ability
- d. Students of all academic abilities

14. The skills which students who participate in the Humanistic .

Studies Program acquire that are different from skills
which other students acquire are

a.

b.

Cc.

15. I would like to see the following changes to improve the
Humanistic Studies Program:

A.

b.




HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

Dear Parent:

The attached questionnaire is designed for parents
of students participating in the "Humanistic Studies
Program.” It is an opportunity for you to express your
opinion of the usefulness of the program to your child
as well as the effects of the program on him or her.

Please read each question carefully and write your
answer. '

an
o



HUMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

Name of School Student Grade Level

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Instrument #3
Directions: Please give your answers to the following:

What do you think is the purpose of the Humanistic Studies
Program?

Doces your child seem more enthusiastic about school as a
result of participating in the program?

a. Yes b. No c. No change observed

Does your child talk more about:

a. New books which he/she has read
b. The assignments he/she has to do in literature,
history, art, or music

c. The trips which he/she has taken this Yyear

d. The interesting people who visited the humanities
class

e. How the humanities class has prepared him/her to
go to college

£. None of the above

Do you feel that the experiences provided your child in
the Humanistic Studies Program have

a. Helped reduce truancy and absences for your child
from school ‘

b. Reduced tardiness for your child
c. Improved your child's attitude toward school
d.  Other

None of the above

e.
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PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE ‘<ont'd) Page 2

5. Wk ~h of the following academic improvements have you obcerved
* your child as a result of participation in the Humanistic
Studies Program?

- a. Improvement in grades
b. Writing skills improved

c. Speech has improved
d. Reads more

e. Better study habits
g. None of the above
f. No change observed

6. Which of the following chanées have you observed in your
child's attitude as a result of participation in the
Humanistic Studies Program?

a. Seems to understand himself/herself hetter
b. Seems to understand others . better

c. Seems to get along better with peers and classmates
d. No change observed
e. None of the above

7. Which of the following changes in your relationship with the
school have occurred as a result of your child's participation
in the Humanistic Studies Frogram?

a. I feel freer to call teachers to discuss my child's
progress.

b. I participate more in school activities.

c. I take trips with the children.

d. I attend most school functions.

e. I have less communication about school problems

related to my chila.

8. What interests have been stimulated in you and your family
as a result of your child's participation in the Humanistic
Studies Program?

a. My interest in plays and cultural at+tractions has
increased. _
b. My family attends more theater performances.

c. My family's interest in art has increased.

d. My family's interest in history has increased.
e. None of the above.

£. Other
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PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE (cont'd) Page 3

9. What new activities would you like to see to impr.ove the
Humanistic Studies Program?

10. What suggestions do you have for involving more parents and
community members in the Humanistic Studies Program?

56 :




HMANISTIC STUDIES: ACADEMIC AND

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT PROJECT

PROGRAM DATA FORM

This form is designed to solicit information on the specific activities which
have been implemented by the Humanistic Studies: Academic and Cultural Enrich-
ment Project. It should be completed by the Director or Coordinator of the
project. Please give your complete answer to each of the following questions.

1. List specific trips taken by sach teacher subject area in the Humanistic
Studies Projact.

g No. of
Staff | Parents | Teacher |Students
L ] "~ i | Partici- |Partici- | Subject |Partici-| Program
Teacher Trip Purpose pating pating Area ~pating Step




PR_OGRAM DATA FORM (cont'd)

Page 2

2. lList each visitor and consultant to classrcoms of the Humanistic Studies
Program this year.

Teacher | . Results
Visitor/ Subject. | No. of Others | Program and
Purpose Area Students | Attending| Step Follow-up

Consultant

Y]

3. 'List specific workshbps and conferences held for teachers and other personnel
associated with the Humanistic Studies Program.

Workshop/Session

Purpose

Persons
Participating

Date

Results

Presentations
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PROGRAM DATA FORM (cant'd) Page 3

4. List the staff and auxiliary personnel of the Humanistic Studies Program
and a deccription of the role of each in the Program.

Staff Position Role Years in Program

5. What specific academic contents and assigmments (Teacher I.ogs) were students
exposed to in each class in the Humanistic Studies Program?
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PROGRAM DATA FORM (cont'd) _ Page 4

6. What plans have been recamended for expansion of the Program?

7. Wwhat in-house evaluations of program effectiveness have taken place?

8. What pre-service or in-service training would be necessary for inclusion
of more teachers in the schools in the program? ‘

9. Wwhat pro‘;isions would be necessary for inclusion of more students or more
schools in the Program? :
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PROGPAM DATA FORM (cont'd) Page 5

10 What specific teaching materials have been developed by the Program this
year? ' )

1. what staff meetings have been held this year?
Meeting o ' Purpose Date
. List all Program activities and purpose and results and follow-up which have
occurred this year in the Program.
Activity Purpose Date Results Follow-up
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APPENDIX B

Results of Data Tabulations and Codification




APPENDIX B

1. Results of Student Data Tabulations
2. Results of Teacher Data Tabulations
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STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE DATA TABULTION RESULTS
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QUESTION #1: In your opinion, what is the purpose of the Humanistic Studies

Program?
TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
Responses: N ZIN Z N Z 1N A
a. Preparation for college 28 29|24 3310 274 28
b. Developing Reading and Writing skills 9 10| 3 7]'5 13{1 11
c. Enrichment in Art, Literature, History, 12 131 3 7] 8 21{1 11
History, Science, etc.
d. Greater Understanding and Exposure to 26 28119 45| 4 103 22
Culture
e. Preparation for the future 14 151 6 14| 7 18!1 11

A total of 12 to 14 various responses were given to this question by students
at each level. The most frequently occurring responses are presented. Furtner
analysis of additional responses will be given in the final report. Students
could give several responses to this question.

QUESTION #2: How are the humanities classes different from your other classes?

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3

Responses: : I N 21N Z1N Z1N y 4
a. You always know what is expected of you 36 36|20 48112 31 4 22
b. Teachers are more helpful 28 28116 38|10 27} 2 11

¢. Materials studied are more related to
everyday life

d. My writing and other academic skills im-
proved as a result of being in the class 52 53|24 57|23 59| 5 28

27 27118 434} 5 13| 4 22

e. More reality oriented 22 22114 33} 4 10} 4. 22
é. Prepares you to make choices better . 30 30|29 48 | 6 15) 4 22
g. You really must study to keep up 62 63|30 71|26 61[11 62
h. Work 1s more challenging 170 71 29 6930 77{11 61




"QUESTION #3: What influence

Responses:
a. Changed my life goal
b. Helped me decide to go to college

c. Helped me change my area of interest for

college
d. Helped me decided not to go to college

e. Helps me relate better to people

f. None of the above

QUISTION #4:

" Responses:

a. Helped me improve my reading skills

b. .Helped me improve my writing skills

c. Helped me improve my grades

d. Helped me reiate better to my teachers

e. None of the above

has the program had on your life?

To what extent is this program suited to

QUESTION #5: How has this program met your needs as a

The most frequently occurring responses for
this question are recorded here.
responses will be analyzed and reported in
the final report.

Responses:

a. ImproQé Academic Skills

b. More Articulate

c. Understanding of self and othéré

d. Realistic Outlook on life

Self Development
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Dranaratrinon for the future

Additional

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
N Z|N Z|N ZIN Z
5 52| 5 12|- ~|- =
11 11| 7 17| 6 15 2 11
8 8| 6 1| 2 5|~ =~
41 41]235%5|13 33| 5 28
57 58|12 29(20 51} 8 44
your needs as a student?

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
N ZIN Z|N 2N y4
51 52|26 62|20 51{ 5 28
56 57|23 55|26 67| 7 39
11 11} 9 21| 2 5| - -
16 16 9 21| & 15| 1 6
16 16| 9 14| 5 13| 5 28

person?

TOTALS | STEP 1| STEP 2| STEP 2
N Z|{N %N ZIN 2
13 14(5 12(6 16|2 17
4 sl2 s|l1 2|1 8
12 11({8 193 8|1 8
10 9{4 10{&4 102 17
5 4|2 5|2 5/]1 '8
70 9|4 105 13f1 8




]

'3JESTIOﬁ #6: Are there adequate resource ﬁaterials for you to find information
related to humanities available in the school library?

TOTALS { STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
Responses: N Z|N Z N %2 |N Z
a. Yes . 23 23'12 24 (11 28 |- -
b. No | 39 39] 9 21|20 51|10 -
c. No rcaponse 17 174} - =1 - = - -
d. Sometires | 7 714 103 8| - -
e. Never used the librarv 9 9| 8 19| 1 2 - -
f. Don't know & 4| 4 10| - -} - -

QUESTLON #7: What activities have you engaged in with the program that have
helped you develop the following:

TOTALS | STEP 1 |STEP 2 |STEP 3

Responses: N Z|N Z N 2 |N Z
a. Leadership skills 23 2312 29| 8 19 |3 17
~ b. Decision making skills 15 15} 9 2113 713 17
c. Writing skills | 59 60 |27 64 |27 64 |5 28
d. Speaking skills ' 40 40 |18 43 |18 46 |4 22
e. Skill in understanding people of other 35 351016 38|11 28 |8 44
races and culture
g Selil in commmicating withpeople of 15 15[ 3 7|5 13[7 39
g ﬁgiitazz understanding yourself and your o6 24115 36| 7 1812 11
h. Other skills 14 14 |10 24| 4 10 |- -
' 1. None of the aBové , 11 11| 3 7} 5 133 17
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QUESTION #8: Would you recommend this progrém to your friends

Responses:
a. Only if they were high achievers

b. If they were average achievers

c. Yes, to all other students and friends

QUESTION #9:

as a student?

Responses:

a. To a greater extent than any other class

Do you feel your assignments have

b. To an equal extent as other classes

c. To a lesser extent than other classes

QUESTION #10:
: and/or family?

Responses:

a. Sometimes
b. Always

c. Seldom

d. Not at éll

QUESTION #11:

classes?

Responses:
a. Yes
b. No

c. Too many

Do you think that you had enough

AR

or other students?
| TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
N Z|N Z|N Z|N Z
39 39|10 24120 51]9 50
19 19} 9 21| 8 21{2 11
34 34125 60| 7 182 11

required vou tc

ase your ability

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
N Z|N Z|N Z|N 2
75 7634 81|32 829 58
15 15| 7 17| 3 8|5 28
2 211 2|1 12). -

Do you discuss your experiences in humanities with your friends

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
N Z|{N Z|N 2z|{N %
57 58|28 6719 49| 10+56-
20 2013 31| 7 18| - =~
12 12 1 2| 7 18{ 4 22
3 3/{- -|3 8/ - -~

assignmernits in

ybur humanities

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 sfzpis
N %Z|N Z|§ z|N %
82 83|39 93129 74|14 78
10 io - =l 2 8| 4 22
10 271 3 7|10 27} - -




QUESTION #12:

Responses:

Yes

No

No response

QUESTION #13:

Responses:

a.

b.

Ce

Yes

No

Unanswered

Have the humanities courses helped you to appreciate reading
materials and knowledge that are not relevant to your community

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STZP 3
N Z|N Z|N ZIN 4
62 63|30 71{30 77|12 78
25 25|12 29 7 18} - -
12 12 -.-]12 5| - -

Have you viewed television shows

you studied in humanities?

or movies which relate to what

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
N ziN %™ zin 2
61 62023 5530 77(8 44
20 20{12 29{ 5 13{3 17
18 18| 7 17| - =-|7 39

QUESTION #14: What activities and experiences in which you have participated

Responses:

in this program would you like to see changed?

More trips .related tn program

Nothing

Rules too strict

Less reading, more discussions

I

TOTALS | STEP 1 STEP 2 { STEP 3
N Z|N %Z|N Z N %
29 30119 45| 8 1912 10
19 18| 7 17|10 24|2 10
4 S| 2 5|2 1]}~ -
8 9| 4 9} 4 10|~ -




Q UESTION #15: How has your understanding of and attitude toward art changed as

a result of participating in the Humanities Program?

Responses:
a. I understand and appreciate studying art
* much more than before

b. I still don't understand of like art much
more : : .

c. I can study art if it is required in class

QUESTION #16:

TOTALS | STEP 1 |STEP 2 |STEP 3
N Z|N Z|N  Z|N 1
52 53|27 64|15 38|10 56
14 14| 4 1009 23| 1 6
25 25|10 2415 38| - -

toward the study of history changed?

Responses:

I like to study history more since par-

8+  ¢icipating in this program

b. I can study history if required to do so
in class

c. I still don't understand or like to study
history

QUESTION #17:

Program?

Responses:

a. I understand literature much better and
1ike to read it

b. I don't understand or like literature

c. I like some literature

d. I only study literature if required in
class

QUESTION #18:

_in this program?

Responses:

Visit an art gallery
Attend a concert or symphony

c. Attend a play

In which of the following ways has your understanding c¢f and attitude

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
N Z|n z(n 7|8 2
3 34|20 48|10 27|4 22
45 45|15 36|22 568 &b
1 11| 5 12) 5 13{1 6

How has your understanding of and attitude toward the study of
literature changed as a result of participating in the Humanities

TOTALS | STEP 1| STEP 2| sTEP 3
N z|lw z|y 2|y %
46 40|19 45|11 28|10 56
4 4| 3 3|1 2}- -
43 43|20 48|10 45] 5 28
13 13| 5 12| 6 15| 2 11

As a result of participation in this program, which of the following

do you like to participate in that you did not participate in before

TOTALS | STEP 1| STEP 2 | STEP 3
N Z|N  zZ{N  Z|N %
29 29|13 31|10 27|6 33
17 17| 7 17| 5 13|5 28
61 62| 25 60|28 728 4
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QUESTION #19: Do you recommend offering the program to more students? Why or

why not?
TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
Responses N 21N Z1N 21N 4
a. Yes 81 82137 88130 87114 18
b. No : 15 14 5 12 6 15 4 22

Some of the most frequently occurring reasons give by students for recommending
or not recommending the program to more students were as follows:

1. Good for developing students' skills

2. Very good program

3. Good preparation if student plans to go to college
4. Interesting program

5. Students need more exposure

6. Program too big (too many students)

Q UESTION #20: Do you think this program should continue next year? Why or

- why not?
TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3.
Responses: - N 2N 2N ZIN %
a. Yes 86 87|37 88|34 87|15 82
b. No - . 13 13}15 12} 5 13| 3 17

Most frequently occurring reasons give by students were:

1. Helpful for college preparation

2. Everybody needs it

3. Gives one the ability to understand oneselt
4. Interesting

QUESTION #21: Would you like to participate in this program next year? Why
or why not?

TOTALS | STEP 1 | STEP 2 | STEP 3
Responses: N 72N 2N %’ N yA
a. Yes 71 72 {3276 }129 74110 56
b. No | 28 28 |10 24 {10 24| 8 44
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TEACHER QUESTIONNAIRE DATA TABULATION RESULTS
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QUESTION #1: What are the obj«ctives of the Humanistic Studies Program?

Responses:

a. _.To instill high academic standards

b. To provide rich intellectual and cultural experiences

c. To develop multiethnic appreciation

d. To develop value system relevant and moral

"e. To develop humane approach to humanities

f. To facilitate learning in the basic skill areas

g. To prepare student for college

h. To help student transcend his own narrow environment

i. To help student make important and critical decisions to survive in a world
which must serve mankind

j. To develop aesthetic understanding -- a work of art, musical composition

k. To improve attendance and standardized test results

1. To provide field trips and experiences (concerts) that will reinforce
subject matter that is taught

m. To prepare the academically talented student to compete with his peers

n. To provide the student with a complete picture of a given period so that the
history, literature, art and music show a total relationship

0. To enable students to think, reason logically, debate, question ‘and present
daily happenings

p. To provide cultural exchanges that *sill make student aware of others outside
of his local community

QUESTION #2: Do you consider this program suited to students?

Responses: N bA
a. Of low academic ability ' ’ A - -
b. Of average academic abiiity - -
c. Of high academic ability 7 100
d. Of exceptional academic ability 1 14

QUESTION #3: What team teaching opportunities have you enganged in ;his year?

Responsges:

a. British and Third World Literature

b. Philosophy, Current Events in Literature

c. Plan beforehand general content and area, %echniques and methods. Planning
T after evaluation techniques

d. Very little -- planning only -- this requires expansiuu and great improvement

e. Brought music of :the Victorian age to Step II studeats whom I do not teach

f. Introduction of a unit of work
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QUESTION #4: Have these opportunities enhanced your teaching effectiveness? How?

Responses:

a. Team teaching has allowed me to observe other teachers' apprnaches and
techniques, new ideas

b. It was necessary to do research and collect appropriate materials

c. Yes, students receive a more immediate and broader picture of subject matter
on ideas

d. Raised my morale

e. Given opportunity for self assessment

f. Increased rapport with teachers and students

g.  Created enthusiasm

QUESTION #5: Which of the following activities have you engaged in this year?

Responses: N | Z
a. Team Teaching 5 70
.b. Trips 6 84
c. Workshops ' 4 56
d. Comferences 6 84
e. Othér 2 28

QUESTION #6: Which did you find most helpful? Why?

Responses:

a. The exchange trip to Connecticut =-- I had the opportunity to observe our
students in a totally different environment

b. Planning sessions =-- guidelines, techniques, problems are reviewed. . I was
able to function more effectively. v

c. Conferences with visiting consultants provided me with needed material and
information. '

d. Trip to 1776 with Step 1 students gave me a clearer view of events leading
up to the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The students were
motivated to write songs about it.

e. Trips provided students with immediate experiences (paintings, musical

) compositions, plays).

f. TField trips -- sharpened insight, improved oral and written work.

g. Workshops —- presented fuller understanding of the Humanities program; showed
the interrelatedness of all disciplines.

h. I learned how to plan.
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QUESTION #7: How do you feel about the amount of plsuning time you were given
to prepare for your classes in_ this program?

Responses: N y4

"a. Not enough time T 3 46

b. Too much time , - -

c. Not enough time considering the ability of the 2 28
student

d. Adequate time required for this type of program 1 14

QUESTION #8: The writing ability of students participating in your classes in
the Humanistic Studies Program compared to students in your other

classes.
Responses: N %
a. Has greatly increased 1 14
b. Is much better ' . | 4 56
c. Is about the same - -
d. 1Is not as good - i -

QUESTION #9: The reading ability of students participating in your classes 1in
the Humanistic Studies Program compared to students in your c“har

classes.
Responses: N Y4
| a. .Has greatly improved | 1 14
b. . Is much better 5 70
c. Is about the same - -
d. 1Is not as good - 1 _i

QUESTION #10: The ability of students in the Humanistic Studies Program to express

ideas a7 thoughts in a logical and consistent mauner as compared with
other s:tudents not iun the program ‘ e

Responses: N A
a. Has greatly dimproved 1 14
b. Is much better ; 6 84

c. Is about the same

Is not as good , - -




QUESTION #11: The activities of this program which were most supportive to you
in your classroom were: :

Responses: : N 4
a. Faculty discussions and meetings : 5 70
b. Workshops. ' , 2 28
c. Discussions with teachers in my teaching subject 1 14
d. Ezgggssions.with'teachers in other related subject 6 84

QUESTION #12: I would recommend expanding this program to include other

teachers.
Responses: N i 2
a. In this school - ' 4 56
b. In other schools . ] 6 84
c. Should remain as is - -
d. Other (Fxplain) 1 14

Explanation: Some disciplines in order to be very
effective require zdditicnal teachers. The nature
of social studies is onz of those areas.

QUESTION #13: What training and other experiences would you reccimarni for new
teachers participating in the program?

Responses:

a. Workshops, orientation, study of syllabi, thorough knowledge of subject
matter, knowiedge of all subject areas

b. Course work, team teaching with an experieced teacher

c. Visitations, consaltants in specific disciplines

d. In-depth inter-staff discussions to develop sound approach

e. Prior participation in team teaching

I. Working knowledge of resources available in D.C. and other places to augment
the teaching experience and leairring experience.

QUESTION #14: In your opinion, if the program is expanded, it should include:

Responses: N %
a. Only students of exczptional academic ability - -
b. Students of high acadamic ability . 5 70
c. Students of average and above average ability 3 42
O - - -
‘d. 3 1lities
[MC d. Students of all academic ab 76
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QUESTION #15: The skills which students acquire who participate in the Humanistic

Studies Program that are different from skills which other students
acquire are:

Responsges:

a. Ability to analyze

b. Ability to verbalize

c. Ability to conceptualize

d. Ability to see the interrelationships of man wiin zvervthing about him

e.. Improve reading and writing skills

f. Skills in writing research papers

g. General level of work more difficult

h. Critical thinking, knowledgeable self-expression via art or music. More self
discipline and self motivation needed '

i. Articuldtion of thoughts and greater consideration of value judgements.
Ability to examine and interpret paintings or music.

QUESTION #16: The classes for Humanistic Studies have:

Responses: N %

a. Broadened my experiences as a teacher 5 70

b. Allowed me to try out new innovative approaches 4 56

c. Nﬁt éiven me the opportunity_to teach subject - -
gﬁﬁgggtghich I thin is vital and important for

QUESTION #17: I would like to see the following changes to improve the Humanistic
Studies Program:

Responses:

a. More team teaching and teacher planning time

b. De-emphasize the linear, sequential curriculum with more stress on specific
concepts and ideas

¢. Greater in-put from teachers that are not a formal part of the Humanities
staff

d. More trips out of the building

e. Business meetings should be held at times other than planning periods

£. A parent-student conference period

g. A period for composition and related skills

h. Foster less complicated way of getting money for books, supplies, stipends,
etc.

i. More supplies and equipment

j. More course time allotment

k. Srtep II students continue music and art

1. More visiting consultants

m. An rdditional social studies teacher

n. A s.ction in the school library expressly for humanities material

o. The inclusion of more multi-media use.
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QUESTION #18: As a result of my experiences as a teacher in the

Program my classes are:

Responses:

a.

b.

More formal

More structured

Less formal

Less structured

Require more student participation

Require less student participation

8

Humanities

14

42

70




APPENDIX C

Data Results for Formative (In-House) Evaluation
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ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA COLLECTED
FROM THE HUMANITIES EVALUATION QUESTIONNAIRE
(Given February 26, 1976)

Inlcomparing the literature of Step II Qith that of

- Step I, forty-five percent of the respondents indicated thaf
Step II demands more. time for study. Fortf percent of the
reépondents indicated that the work in Step II was nore varied
in content than in Step I. While over half of the students

felt that the work in Step II was more thought provoking; forty-
eight percent of the studentsviewed the work as less related

to present human concerns.

The themes of the course are very helpful in enlarging
the students' concept of the universe and of man as indicated
by a sixty percent response. Forty percent of the students
found the themes readily understandable.

On a scale of 1-5 with 1 the highest, the students ranked
each of the following on the basis of its frequency in the
course: literature, 65% indicated l; historical background, 38%
indicated 3; art, 68% indicated 5; music, 68% indicated 5; com-
position, 40% indicated.Z; and trips, 60% indicated 1. Over.m.
half (55%) of the respondents felt that there should be more
trips in Step II.

Although fifty-eight percent of the students indicated

.that they thought the amount of written work in the course was
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HUMANITIES —-- STEP 1

Group A - Group B
No. No. % No. No. %
Date Absent Present Absent Absent Present Absent
14 Oct. 75 5 20 20 0 28 0
12 Nov. 75 2 23 8 3 25 11
13 Jan. 76 6 19 24 1l 27 4
11 Feb. 76 3 22 12 5 23 18
HUMANITIES -- STEP 1I
Group A Group B
No. No. % No. No. %
Date Absent Present Absent Absent Present Absent
14 Oct. 75 6 24 20 4 25 14
12 Nov. 75 4 26 13 6 23 21
13 Jan. 76 10 20 33-1/3 6 23 21
11 Feb. 76 10 20 - 33-1/3 8 21 27

Results of Findings (Selected Group of Classes)

No. No. 3
Date Subject Present Present Absent

I 14 Oct. 75 American History 8 33 . 19

12 Nov. 75. American History 11 30 27

13 Jan. 76 American History 15 26 37

11 Feb. 76 American History 15 26 37
II 14 Oct. 75 English 4 13 23 33

12 Nov. 75 English 4 18 18 50

13 Jan. 76 English 4 10 26 28

11 Feb. 76 English 4 12 24 33-1/3
IIL 14 Oct. 75 English 3 13 20 39

12 Nov. 75 English 3 11 22 33-1/3

13 Jan. 76 English 3 19 14 58

1). Feb. 76 English 3 8 25 24
IV 14 Oct. 75 English 2 12 29 729

12 Nov. 75 English 2 10 31 24

13 Jan. 76 English 2 11 30 27

11 Feb. 76 English 2 11 30 27
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sufficient, over half (55%) of the students indicated that their
written work‘sufféred most in the areas of grammatical faults
and word usage (40%). Sixty-three percent of the students in-
dicated that for greater competence and cénfidence in their
writing they needed more individual attention in preparation
and revision of their papers. Also forty-five percent of the
students indicated that more class instruction on essay writing
would be helpful in developing cémpetence and confidence in their
writing.

The method of teaching most often used in the classes of
Step II is that of individual reports as indicated by a 40%
response. Thirty-eight percent'of the students have never used
the following methods in their classes: collages, original poem,
sketches, parodies, paraphrases, or reciting memorized passages.

Twenty-three percent of the students indicated £hat
Humanities, Step II would be cf value to them as far as becoming
a sympathetic tolerant human being. As for its value in soul
searching and. self analysis, twenty-three percent indicated
little value. Twenty-eight percent of the students responding
felt that Step II Qould be of value fo them as college student§

and over half (85%) intend to continue. in the program next year.
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RESULTS OF ATTENDANCE COMPARISON

This study was made to compare the attendancé éf students
enrolled ia the Humanities Program at Woodson High School with
students in comparable classes during périods 2 and 3 (the
class periods that Steps I and II are in session). Four classes,
three English and one American History were arbitrarily sélec;ed
for +this compariscn. The dates chosen to make the comparison
in attendance were: Tuesdav, Octcber 14, 1975; Wednesday.
Noﬁember 1, 1975; Tuesday, Jznuary 13, 1976; and Wednesday,.
February 11, 1976. The month of December, 1975 was omitted
because many students leave schcol to work for the Christmas

holidays.



EVALUATION-STEP II HUMANITIES

Please ust a check | ) Lo tudicate youl respuise uxeepl whele you are

asked to do differently.

1. In comparing the lxterature of Step II to that in Step I do you find
the work being studied now:

~0,
a. Demands more time for study? %2 4
b. Demands less time for study? 2
c. Demands the same time for study" 307

2. Making the same comparison, do you find the work being studied
now: 12

a. More varied in content? 5/0%
b. Less varied in content? /,5’%

? A7
c. The same? 23%

3, Do you find the work in Step II: '

a. More thought provoking? 40/
b. Less thought provoking? 4%
c. About the same. ﬂ-34

4, Do you find the work in Step II:

a. More related to present human conzern? g% 5
b. Less related to present human concerns? c/fé

c. The same. 304 .
5. . The themes of the course az:e' '

a. Too soph1s icated (above your ab111ty to understand)" /3%
b. Readily understandble. 40b .
c. Helpful in enlarging your concept of the universe and of man. é:[",,p

6. On a scale of 1-5 with 1 the highest, how would you rank each of
the following on a basis of its frequency in the course.

literature /= 65% 2= $% 3:85% ¢ =55 5 'y
. historical bgckground/>/3}g' 2=/5% 3= 35/ ¢ = =/5% 9= 3/
Art [= 3% 220 3=0 ./ 0% 5455
Music /: 3% 2:3% 3= 3/ &z 3)) f-[f"é/
compos[:t;on a0l L:gyoy 3 - 234 &= j/ 5,‘/_,-;{
6% 2-pp% 5. 28F &= 358 =05

Mmoo QN oW
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.

7. In your opinion which of the above need(s) to be emphasized more in
. the course: (a\ (h\ (), (), (L), (£},

5 dey By 23§ S3F

8. Do you thmk the amount of written work in the course is

a. Too much 25’5/:
b. Too little

c. Just enough\fé//{

9. For which of the following are you most often marked down?

Content - /7%
Organization -/3 %
Sentence structure /5—/
Grammatical faubts 95’7/
Spelling  2§%

Punctuation 25%
Neatness ;7%

Form /5%

Punctuation /pZ

Word usage qofz’,

me A0 o

el

10. Whether you like to write or not, do you feelthat for greater
competence and confidence you need:

More outside written assignn.ents 3 /

More writing in class. /3%

More class instruction on essay writing '-/b

. More individual attention in preparation qﬂ?‘lfewsxon of your papers éj/p

Q.-n.U‘N

11. Humanities calls for varied and creative methods.of teaching. All
of these listed have not so far been feasible in you"r class. Below are
.certain groups. Check in each group the method or device that has
been used most often in your class. ' :

7 ok , , /5%

a. 1 individual reports, 2 srnall and large group discussion, 3 lectures,
4 none of these. I £F.

b. 1 pér{’els, 2 debatég{% 3 dramatizations (sk1ts, role playing, etc.)

' 4 none of;}'xese §7%
c collegé‘ 2 original poenff)z sketches, parodies, paraphrases,
}5%)9 reciting memorized passages, 4 none of ‘hase, ,35’,2(

12. To what extent do you think the course in St~ "I is or will be a value
to you? Check your response. '




13.

14.

DY 23%

a. j more sympathetlc and tolerant human bemg -greatly-somewhat-
’ e- not at all. ﬁ/ﬁ/ . { ngn
b. As for soul searching and self analysis greatly somewhat- 11tt1e

not at all. 2% 25% 239 (7% %

c. As a college student: greatly - som what - little - not atall.

Do you plan to continue in the program next year, Check your response.

Yes () No ( )

‘?
5% 5k
Please make any comment you wish to add, especially those which
may serve as suggestions to improve the cause.
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EOWARD D, WZODSDN SENICR HIGH SCHOCL
55th and Eads Streets, Northeast
Washington, D.C., 29217

April, 1976
Dear Hﬁmanities Graduate:

You have just sone through one semester of colleve and have
had 2 few weeks to stretch your limbs and give 2 lon¢ look at your
high school experience. We here at Woodson are still reviewing and
pruning our program in Fumaznities. We need your helo. Plezse
respond to the questions belo* and mzil your recponge .in the stamped
and addressed envelope enclosed, You may write your responses on back.

1. Did your experience in the Humanities help you =2t
all in your personal relations:
(a) with roomata(s) Circle one

1 - 2 greatdeal 2 - a liitle 3 - not a2t 2all
(b) with young men and women:

1 - 2 great deal 2 - a little 3 - not 2t'all
(c) with tzachers and counselors:

1 - a greatdeal 2 -2 little 3 - not at 21l

Explain your a2nswer to 2, b or c.

2. How has ‘he work in Humanities affected your ability
to do college work?
(2) in composition  (5) in analytical reading
(c) in viewing plays and art works
(d) in listening to music concerts

3. Would your academic a2chievement in college have been
as it is without your experience in Humanities? Explain

4. What was missing in your Humanities course which would
have teen > gre=zt help to you in meeting your college re-
ouirements?

5. What work in the Humanities courses are you finding most
beneficial to you now? Add 2 comment if you so desire.

6. How would you rate the Fumanistic Studies program for
students planning to pursue education beyond hich school?’

With every good wish for your continued success. I am,

Very sincerely yout s,

/;(ca,i(a (:7 //2‘ 2 3\’%

Marie C. Thomp"on, Coordinator

EMC . 87 . Fumanistic Studies
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PRETATORY NOTE ‘ S

- gt .'-

It becomes 1nc:easxng1y clear that pubhc education must of necessity

bear a.'rna]or responsibility for the whelesome moral and sp1r1tua.1 orientation
of its students. Supplementing the traditional, if measurably weakened,
’ .
‘resources of religionand family, 'public education must build deliberately
into its curricular structure those rnate:.rials which can assist in the positiVe '
) emergence of. morally sensitive, soci.;.lly creative concepts, judgments,. and
.'.'ta.stes witnin the individual student, soon to be the functioning citizen of
society.: Subject matter primarily suite.d to this conditioning is that which is
"peeuliarly"the province of ﬁumanities. For it is the initial and ultimate objective .
o df the Hurnanities that there shall be a positive insemination of mneaning and

. ! : ’ .
values throuzh a coordinated, intensive presentation of great significant instances

of ma.n s creative thrust tcward personal and social freedom. Ina highly

,-n
»

compehtive, pluralistic societ;', it is clearly vital that minority students,
;especiall)' the_disadvantaged, p"otentially talented ones in ou large urban centers,
become effectively grounded in such a discipline where rigo: and informed
pers*ﬁectiVe on'man's cultural and spiritual aspirations contribute toward a
healthy, confident ego-awareness, sound, 1mag1nat1ve1y original, and practically

' constructwe for personal and social experzence. These talented but d1sadvantaged
students can continue to press their just claxms for recognition by theu; quest

_ for technical know-how; they \vill emerge vlritl’;out challenge, however, if the

' cdn‘text and goals of this striving are ;'OOfed' in the ageless, universal pre-

. suppositions of hu;;nanistic concern. '

, ,. - ..'.:Jessic M Wri'ght, '.D.i.recto.r

_' . - Humanistic Studies: Academic
@ » - vl Lo o wmve e anT e v gnd Cultural Enrichment

‘ | .' . ' . 90 ' RN




R INTRODUC TION

H.ux:nanistic Studies is a threce-step progi-z{m involving courses within and
beyond the school environment. ' B )
Step It An’ierican Studies, is a two.-period course open to tenth graders,
selected ;m the basis of junior high schbol. rank, teacher recornmendation and

parental request. Two themes inform the course: a search for the American

identity and a search for Self. This is an interrelated study of the social, eco-

'nom.ic, political, and cultural forces which define the men who discovered,

settled, formed, developed, and expanded this nation to create the "American

mystique.! It'embraces in its study of the American people (the Anglo-European,

."Am_erindian, Afro-American, and Spanish-speaking American) the histéry,

" and Atomic Man. The course yields two Carnegie units. ‘ - -

—e o d -~ R R T . o1 o P .
, music from the Renaissance bachgivuud tu lue present tnrougn

-six major units: Renaissance Man; Puritan Man; Revolutionary Man; Frontier

-~
™ -

Man; Alienated or Exiled Man - The Rise and Fall of the Great American Dream;

» e

""" (The framework for the American Studies is based on a suggestion from
Dr. Charles Keller, often referred to as the founder of Humcrities in the-
secondary school, who quoted at a recent Regional Conference on the Humanities

in Richmond, Virginia, from an American Studies program in Baton Rou:e under

the supervision of Dr. Helen Brown). L. T

LR 3

In American Studies the literature is aesigned in this manner: Works of

major American writers are selected for an in-depth study of the ideas and
issues which describe or portray the dominant tho:ght in the development of the

American mind. Juxtaposed ar: works from other writers of the same or a later

period who present an opposing or questioning point of view. Sl
' 91
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The social studies procceds from a critical examination of what has

"

occurred and is occurring in this country in relaton to the ideal of human
" freedom and dignity as set forth in the bible of American democracy, the
. Bill of Rights, based as it is on John Locke's natural law:

The natural liberty of man is to be free from-any superior
power of earth, and not to bé under the will or legislative
authority of man, but to have only the law of nature for his
rule. The libeTiy of man in society is to be under no other
legislative but that established by consent in the commonwealth;
nor under the dominion of any will or restraint of any law, but

- what that legislative shall cnact according to the trust put in

" . it. Freedom, then, is not what Sir Robert Filmer tells us:
1A liberty for every one to do-what his lists, to live as he
pleases, and not to be tied by any laws.' But freedom of men -
under government is to have a standing rule to live by, common
to every one of that society, and made by the legisiative power
erected in it; a liberty to follow my own will ir all things,
where that rule prescribes not; and not to be subject to the
inconstant, uncertain, unknown, arbitrary will of another man:

..as freedom af nature is to be under na other Testraint b the
law of nature.

. wiFollowing the r econ;menda.tion of American History consultant,. Dr. John
Apthony Scétt, c;rigi11al documents and interviews will supplement texts as bases
© for m\IJch~of the f:ourse'cont.ent..

In music, the teacher and smdegt§ will act as pioneérs, experiencing the
events of.histofy and a..tte.mpting to react to thern as the people of thc.t.imes wauld
have rea:cted. Singing during the early:*"history of our couﬁtry was a practical
part of livﬂing". All important and non-irﬁportant events were reacted to ‘in song.
Much can be learned about the feelings, emotions, and strategies of the people
by the songs they sang. We shall alt'ti‘mes be motivatcd‘to create songs about"
wha.t.we arelearning and aboﬁt ﬁow we reé.ctto the learning process. ‘Emphasis
shal]: not be on the quality of speech for we a.r.e simply "folk" reacting in a

. spontancous foﬁ: fashion to the events taking place around us. |




-

The instruments to be us

The singing will be don

cd will be those that we feel could have normally been

e by the tcacher, guest performers, and/or the class.

used during the time the song was popular. . : -

"slides on art history.

as they try to give expression through creative com

jdea Onspecial event occurring in the period. L

%illiot & McDonald, Wester
Inc. ): p. 569.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The art il this study will make extensive use of the local muscums and of
e

.-
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Students will also have experience with art materials

positions to a dominant
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. - HUMANITIES STEP I

OUR LITERARY HERITAGE FROM BRITAIN
AND SOME THIRD WORLD VOICES

Step II in Humanistic Studies is designed to give the student a kpcwledge
and appreciation of his literary and cultural he*.-;t;.ge. Works from major British
wri'ters and' some Third World voices (Africa, India, t-he Carribean--former
British possessions) form the boﬁy of this course.‘ . The historical context
in whicﬁ the works appeared, the music and art related to the period, and the
occa;sional inclusion of science during some of the units are also projected
in a once-—a-v(reek session entitled "Historical and Cultural Survey''.

As only onejp“eriod a day has been scheduled for the program so far,
great care must be exercised by the teacher staff in selecting material from
s planning for the interdl
Empha;sis must be giw;en to involvement and experiencing the materials studied.

Free discussion is encouraged and essays (at least eight a semester of
about five to eight pages each) are required of each ‘student. Shorter pap&rs- -
three ‘:olfive pages-will be written in class. These papers wili grow out of the

_substance of the work studied and include at least two papers a semester of
independent study based on some aspect of the course. All papers are kept on
file and be:corne teachingl devices for individual v;.'ork with students. A final
end-of-th’e-year examination, essay type, or an annotated paper corﬁpletes the
required work of the course. Other e:é’arninations fnay be given at the discretion
of the.teac_her, but_examinations are not an essential part of the program. Ob- '
joctive-type tests are not regarded as adequate meas;xring tools for performance

in the humanities since the primary emphasis is accorded written work in the

form of critical review essays and annotated themes.

ERIC P



A library paper, 1000 to 1500 words in length, treating a literary work
s due during the third advisory. Students are taught the basic principles
f research: selecting and limiting a subject, preparing a bibliography, taking

otes and suminarizing material, recording and documenting sources, organizing

ontent, and writing the complete paper. Intellectuz! honesty is stressed.

'HE COURSE
The Stgp II course is structured Iaround ‘three major themes with subth.emes.
rIa.j.or.British wri.ters who have achieved recognition for generations because of
heir dominant roles in contributing to wqud cultu:. =*nd selected writers from
ormer British colonies are studied in the light of these themes:
A. Man in relation to'this own Self: the unique individual; the personal
dilemr;tma; the individual choice; the mind, emotions, conscience
and instincts; self -e;:pression.
B. Man in relation to world and society: social corﬁmehtary (man's
humanity and inhumanity to max;x);- man's view of his own times;
man's questions about-thc- world and his own position in it.
C. Man in relation to God and the universe:. Efforts to believe and

affirm; attitudes toward death; the problem' of evil and misery;

the sense of a benign or hostile universe (man in relation to nature).

.
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STEP III - WORLD CULTURE

“"The unexamined life is not worth living..."
Socrates

Step iII, World Culture, is a two-period course open to seniors who
have had Step II, This course, multi-ethic and multi-ethnic in content,
follows a cultural-epoch, thematic approach in music, art, literature and
drams, z!cience.and philisophic studies. The science is studied in relation
to human values and the philosophy in terms of the currents reflected in the
literature. ¥our themes of univefsal concern are explored: (1) The
Search for Self; (2) The Search for Meaning; (3) The Search fcr Freedom;

and {/4) The Search for Values.

In literature and drama, music and art- the three disciplines which
interrelate to form th_é body o'f any humanities course - these themes direct
the sclection of materials for the thr;ae. gpochs chosen for study: (1) Thé
P'resent (roughly the sixteis and seventies); (2) The Ancient (.from about 5 B.C.

to 1 A.D.); and (3) The Modern (the last half of the twentieth century

to the: sixties. Teachers in some disciplines may find it necessary to preface

the contemﬁorary'epoch as defined here with some materials, concepts, or
techniques'of the late 5.0"":';;_‘?.nd the mo'dern epoch with some late 19th century
works rehecting or contrasting the period fo ‘be considered.

The philosophic, psychologic and religious content of the course makes
for informed and broader'understanding of the dominant thought in the literature |

and drama being studied in a given epoch, _ v

w
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