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INTRODUCTION

LY

Profassor Dale Tillecy of the University of California =t Berkeley
in his study - A COLLEGE FOR EVERYONE - states that the community ccllege

1s ap emerging institution with multipnle historical roots.- Since Ats-own—

identicy has been closely tiedto the changing functions of other educa-

tional institutions, particularly the public schools and the Land Grant

-

"Universities, its educaticnal philosophy is both eclectic and frequently

‘misunderstood.l: . . af

This practiﬂum on Societal Factors is addressed to this identity
problem of many community colleges within their own communities based
onﬂthe belief that pﬁsunierstanding on the part of tho public as to ‘the
role of the community college is in part due to the failure by the commun—
ity colleges to present their philoéophy in an_understoﬁdpble manner and
to make the best use of the media in reaching, their public:
- To he more s?ecific, the Metropolitan Copmunity Colleges recenfly
conducted a 59,9 million dollar bond campaign uhioh‘failed:' o ,
The Kansas City Times commented editorally, "In the post-mortem on the

>

bond debacle, the Metropolitan Community Colleges presented a recital of

- *
"20

excuses both sublime and ridiculous. Fnllowing an analysis of whet

the Metropolitan Cormmunity Colleges had stated to explain the defeat in .

1'Hedsker, Leland 1., and Dale Tillery. Breaking the Accesa Barriera,
Carnegie Foundation for the, Advancemeat of Teaching, 1971, p. 37.-
2-The Kansas City Times, November 1, 1975, p."96.
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\ L '
the bond carpaign, the editorizl concluded with this cormmeny, "...the hest
campaign usually is to tell the people yhat is needed, explain why it is

needed, and to present specific plans showing that it wiﬁi be done well at

3

" the lowest possible cost."3¢ .

*

A———— T

This practicum attempted to an_ﬁyzg_hosLJﬂaLL—the-HetropﬁIifEﬁ“ﬁbm—

e DI e /

munity Colleges in the greater Kansas City area have /dn their ten year f

history told the people what is needed, e&plained to the people why it has;

Peen needed and also how well thils has been acc lished in the use of

the local media which in turn-is the main instriment from which the phil-
osophy of the community colleges can and does reach the general public.

This practicum presents a survey of the identity problem shared by

macy of the community colleges over the United States; presents a' blue-
. ! . V4

print of what exverts in the field of community college education consider
the "correct image and goals of community collegess states' a background

study of the Metropelitan Community ﬁolleges under study; and presents

L

- ¥
findings of news coverage of the Metropolitan Community Colleges for the *
years 1965 and 1975.

Am "
BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE

1+

*

The two-year college movement.in this country 1is in.a state of dramatic
change and develepment. This condition is reflected in the nomenclature of
such colleges, in the educational purposes ard populations they serve, and
in the recognition and support accorded to such colleges by the public.

"

The comprehensive two-year community college is generally regarded to be
£ T

3"Kze'u'was City Times, November 1, 1975, p. 96,
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_ the most dynamic and fastest-growlng segment oﬁ_education in America. Any

institution growing at a rapid rate can be expected to suffer from "growing

pains" and comunity colleges are no ékceptionf“ahmhx

_ _One_of the most sigﬁificant problems confronting community colleges
is that of developing and promulgating an idggfigz vhich will facilitate °

its further develvpment-.and its ability te mobilize resources appropriate

3

to the educational needs it attempts to aervé.

B As the public becomes iIncreasingly aware of the communit§ college, &
number of paradoxes appéar whicholimit public'undexatand}ng and blur ghe
identity of this new;:st and fa,gtest growing segment in American higher edu-
cation.

Terry O'Bannon Suggests that such paradoxes are understandable when
one studies both the growth and-development of the community-junior college
system. lle suggests that administrators and faculty are zeéloualy proud of
the ex;ellence of their academic programs which propel students into.four—

—_— . N
yeayr colleges and universities but that they alsc broadcast their willing-

] *

ness to play an ever greater role In vocational training. Also, ﬁe points
out‘that.the community college is genegally viewed as ?lac;3 where high school
graduates can regeive two Mmore yeart oé public education and thus it abpea:a

to the public incongruous th;t nalf of community-junior college students are
twenty-one years cf age or older. Institutioms once called “jﬁ?;or collegééﬂ

change their names to 'community colleges" and often leave the ptblic won=

dering why. Educated consumers, taught that "they‘get what they pay for,"

- % ' -
question how the community-junior colleges can claim both high quality and .

40

low cost. . o X .

— : "‘

4'O‘Bannon, Terry, Teachers for Tommorrow. University of Arizona Press,

1972, p. 1. . .
7
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Community-junior colleges, attémpting to be all things to xll people,

. . . o
often find themselves in an "identity crisis” according to Edmund J.

Gleazer since they are alsc different things te different people.s‘

Despite these paradoxes, however, the growth of community colleges

Ay
Ay

proceeds at a phenomeqfl rate. In the fall of 1970, nearly 2,400,000 stu-
dents were attending-1:alﬂ_nnmmunitx:iunigx_ggllggga.6‘ This was four
times the. number of.community—junior college attending in 1960 and nearly
twice the number of community-junior colleges.?'

Educators cleose to the movement and committed to its comprehensive

‘ goals arez aware that it 1s more than a hasty response to a frantic need.
They know that the wide-ranginé’intereata énd ép;itudes of young and ad;It-

. .
men and women whe enter threugh the ''open door" have necessitated the multi-

L

directional aims of the celleges. ?urther, they know that thg‘coﬁmunity
colleges have develeped a tradition of attitudes and ideals which has

the potential tc fuse their diversity of pecples and programs. This
knowledée oy the part of eduhators, however, makes the 1§entity crises all

the more frustrating if the goals and cbjectives of coﬁhunity cellege edu-

7

cation remains vague and p&rhdoxical for the general public. An exampie

of this problem exists In the Metropolitan Comnunity Colleges undeyr study
in this practicum. In April of 1975, the results .,cf a study made by the

Metropolitan Community Celleges ghowed that mest people in the District know

80

little or nething about the communit} cellege system. In an article

appearing in the Metropolitan newspaper, Barry Garron, education writer,
" v

’— - Ll
reported that despite rapidly increasing-enrollment, the study proves that
g
5.Gleazer, Fdmund J., Jr., “Emerging Role of the Commdhity Junior College,’

, Peabody Journal of Education, XLVII, Wo. 4 (July, 1971), p. 225.
6, Junior College Journmal, February, 1971.
*loc. cit. . \
8.District Survey to Determine the District's needs in the next 10 years.
Results presented to the May Board Meeting of the Trustees.

8
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there 1s an identity problem. Of the 1,708 persons selected at random T

in the Districy, 76 per.cent_said they knew little or nothing of Longview, BN

9.

Maple Wooﬂs, or Penn Valley Community Colleges. It seems a fair evalu—

ation to state that if 1,297 individuals out of 1 708 individuals‘failed
to know little, if anything, concerning the three colleges of the Hetro- |
politap Community College District, thaF a major identification'problem_.
exissf ten years after the ﬁetropolitan Community College District was es~ . |
tablished. Another series of articles in ;he Metropolitan newsqapef would -

in&icate that the administration, trustees and qhe colleges of the other

Metropolitan System are not considered or known as cocmmunity leaders and

L]

forces. In July of 1975, the articles on the POWER/STRUCTURE of the Gréate:.
Kansas City Area failed to consider that the Metropolitan junior College |,

District - Kansas City had any influencé in either the pregent decision~

3

making within the greater Xansas City community or with the development of
leadership for‘ghe community. Also, i a list of names of prominent leaders

within the community, neo méntion was made of anyone associated withlthq

Ll

lHetropolitan Junior College District or.one of its four.colleges.IOi

This lack of identity and\influence is more difficult to upderstand

yith the realization that, while the community college_szsteﬁ ig only tén
years of age, within the Kansas City commuhity, the junior college Bystem

from yhich the community collegé district developed has heen a part of the

educational picture gince 1915. ‘

*

The institution which formed the'nucleus of Metropolitan Junior College~ -
Kansas City was founded in 1915 by the Kansas City Board of Education. Or- .

iginally, there were gix divisions of the gchool. In addicion_to the Junior: -

-

9.%Sehools fack Tdentity" by Barry Garrcn, Kinsss City STAR, Section A, p. 12 o
(april 9, 1975) o

'10."The Power Structure in Kansas City" by Harry Jones and Michuel Corrigam. -
A geries of three major arti;}es printed 4in ‘the Kansas City STAR. Section A, Lie
on July 23, July 24, and July 25, 1975. P 1 for -each article. v _g. ..

9 * S .
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college,. there were a teacher. training school, a high school,  a mechanical

- *

arts schoolt a, txade school, and a businesg training-school. Shortly after-
wards, a nurses' training school was also added. As long as thii organi-
zation prevalled, the school was known-as the Kansas Citf Polytechnic

Institute. Because of the rapid g}owth of the junior college and the re-

sultiqg need for more space, however, most of the other divisions ﬁere trana~ ¥

e -

ferred .to other institutions. The businésq training school was retained,.

and in 1919 these divisions were combined In the Junior College of Kansas
. ‘. " ;
ciey. ' '

. ' < \
The next experiment in junior college education was begun in 1930. \\

Tne School Boarq initiated the Northeast Junior qulege of Kansas City.

*

_?0110w1ng the recommendations of such educators as Dr. L. V. Koos of the

. A ’
University of Chicago, this combined the last two yedrs of high achool and

thF two years of jun}or college into & three year course of study. 1In 1937;-
the Northeast experiment was discontinued, and a ‘numbher of tﬂe instructors -
who had taught in t.ds program joined the faculty of the Junior College of
Kansas City. , .
Before this experiment was brought to an end{ however,:the School Pis-
trict cré;ted aqother junior college at Lincoln high school. The Lincoln
Junior College was establiahed }n 1936 and continued t; operate un£1171954 B
when its séudents trangferred to tne Junlor College ox,Kans;s City. |
During the ninetee thirtiés‘ when the éxpeﬁimenté,in jUniorlcollége
education were initiated at Northeast and Lincoln high schools, the Junior ___
Coliege of kansas City’cgntinued to operd%e as it had done since 1919. " In,
1942, however, it was broq?ht together with the Teacheéa College of Kansas

City, which had begun as the teacher training school of the Polytechnic Y

Institute. The new institution was called the Kansag City Junier and:Teacherk_
A} o \ L £
. 10 )
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Collegé. 'In 1944, the Teachers College‘division was discontinued, and

for tpe next twenty years the school was again known as the Junibr Collepe

*
-

of Kansas_éit?.
In May of 1964, the voters gf the Xansas City, -Belton, Center, Grand-
view, Hickman Mills, Lee's Summit, North Kansas City, and Raytown school

districts created a special junior'college dist}icg, At that time, the

Kansas City Board of Education agreed to transfer its junior college to a
new district, so that it became Metropolitan Junior Collegé ;“Kansas Cicy.

Since the reorganization, the affairs of the college have béen governed by

- =

a Board of Trustees composed of six members. Three_yefe elected by the voters

-

of the Kansas City School District and three were elected by the voters of

4+

the other school districts untii a court deciﬁihn made the election of the
six board memﬁers basic to the equal.répresentation of the rule of 6ne vote

edualizacion.

In November, 1965, voters of the Metropolitan Junior Colle@é—nistrict-
Kansas City, Missouri, authorized, by a fourrto—bne majority, the sale of

slightly over $25 million in bonds. These bonds were to be uged to purchase

o

three sights of ground for the junior college and to consbruét buildings on

a central site - the £irst site to be developed.’ —
5 . »

After conducting & site search and eyaluaq;on,,the Board of Trustees

decided to purchase and develop a 150 acre tract - commonly referred to as

the Bennington Site - located in the northwestern sectfon of Raytown School
District. An architectural firm was selected, land purchased, engineering

studies were made, and considerable development planﬁing undefggken.

lShoﬁQly after the Bennington site was selected, critical problemg de—~

I [

veloped which threatened the future of Hétropolitag Junior Co}}ege}' The

Hetrbﬁolitan community was suriously divided on tpe queBtion of the; suit-

abilicy of the Bennington ﬁite to meet the perceived_géedh of theléollege-

11 o

e
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district. Although it yas f2ographically near the center of the District,
v, /' - - . - .

P *+ a number of individuals.and Rroups concerred with the futun& of education

+ . b
in the netropolitan region believed the Bennington site to be too far re-

. moved from areas of greatest need. Inzaddition,\it was believed that: the

Csite did not meet the implied intent of the "bond issue.

L]

RecauSe cf the aduerse public réaction.and divided opinien among

- . - ﬁ'
y Board members, the Board decided to halt development work and a&ppeint a
—— — PR —— ¥

Citizen s Ad‘visorv Comnittee to assist in the selectiﬁn of a consulting
.

firm te undertake a comprehensive study of the problem and formulate 19ng~_

- . \ range plans for the dev lopment of a truly comprehensive Hettopolitan
Junior Col&ege. Ehe‘Bo:§d of ,rustees and its Citizeg-s Advisory Committee
selected Arthur D. Little, Inc, to carry out this assighment. "*e
&

The Arthur D. Little Company was rdtained in 1967 by the Board toiJ S

’

previde through an'intensive'study of the critical factors relating tc ¢
District deﬁelopment. a master plan for the District. A part of the plan

was to be recommendations upon “which the‘Board could act in moving the Dis-
’ L] L]
,trict—forward. The report by Arthur D. L ittle Company was made to the

¥.
- Beard_in Febtuary of 1§Bs. A full written’ report in three volumes was

L} * 3

“ presented. in May of, 1968. . ' ~ ’ -

L

$

The Little report to the Beard of Trustees conitained a number of criti-
cal recommendations and supporting documentation. v

lume One, the Exécu-~

— tive Summary, contained the basic study recommendations; Velume Two,

Guidelines for Dévelopment, projected a course of action if the recomﬁénda—
tions of the report.wire accepted, and Volume Three provided hard data and
L . /

other considerations made in the study. ‘Since Pebruary of 1968, tlhe Arthur

- D. Little Report has served as a basic blueprint for District development. .

( ot ' J v .
. ) . . 12 '

_ El h ) - - T
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As such,#ita recommendations have been closely obeerved in the process of
Diatrict“Advancement.ll‘ l
The major ahd most significant recommendations of the Arthur D. Little
report were.
A. The District should undertake the simultaneoes development .
of three colleges, each providing comprehensive community
services,12- ' o
' .B? The development: of permanent physical fxcilities for the
three colleges ehguld take élace in two phases; phase I to
\ be from lg?%ﬂto 1974, phase II to be from‘l9ié to 19§0.13‘
C. The full ringe of alternatives available for financing the
development of the Diattict should be utilized. Critical,
however, to the overall success of District development would

L'

be the planning for a second_genetal obligation bond igsue.lé- i

D. A District administration should be eetabliahed to give leader-

ship and direction to.implementipg-the report.ls' . ’ ) j

E. The excellent two~year transfer program of the college should

be augmented with strong efforts related to occupational pro- i
- .o c ]
grams, *community service efforts, and co-operative work exper- o
” : ) '4
ience programs.lﬁ‘ /

4

The recommendations in the Arthur D. Little study contained two

] -~ v

LS

[

additional and critical considerations. '

A
a
ks

Phase II Development. Office of the Chancellor, Metropolitan Junior
College Digtrict - Kansas city, 1972, p.3 .

12, prthur D, Little Report, Vol. 1, p.2
13.7bid., p.3 . .
14.1pid., p.4 <o , - o
15.1bid. ,’ p.5 ’ . .
16.1bid., p.6 . b 2

13 ‘ _ Y
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) 1. The' sequence and timing schedule contained in bblume Two of the '

L]
. 1

- report provided a general framework in which district develop-

ment should occur.

T 2, The reﬂé}t‘recommended that during the process of development,

. -periodiec "in-house" evaluation of progress should be made.l?' .

v

. ° The Board of Trustees of the Metropolitan Community Colleges voted at
the regular meeting June 19, 1975, to ancept an MCC staff prepared ten year

Master Plan outlining General Guidelines for District-wide growth and develop~

¥

.ment; to submit a2 $59 million Bond Issue to the voters, to convert the Metro-

Fl ——

& ¢ ) * . " -
. politan Institute of Community Services to a fully accredited fourth college,

and to raise stﬁhenp fees _and tuition, 18-

-
: »

. The Master Plan accepted b& the Board is a basic plaﬁning document for
¥ H

the development of the Hetropqlitén Community Colipges which "includes curric-
ulum, facilities developmént,‘?&aff, enrqQliment projections, and fiscal coq:
siderations. An extensive building program and expansion of the Metropolitan

Institute to a fourth college --a college without walls - are the plan's

‘= major components. _ .. . .

- According to Chancellor Ervin L. Harlacher, ''This 15 the first time a
* ' - . - ] " / -
Master Plan for the District has been developed from within, based on the

. input of a cross-section of the MCC community. Furthermore, the plan bas

% - »

o a built-in mechanism to prevent obsolesence. Itfaill be ug?ated annually,
. , r i

to keep our system flexible with_the_times,“lg‘ ' . S A

L)
¥

This detailed history of the eﬁo}uéion of the preé&n}—day Hetropolitgﬂ

Community Colleges has been presented-to Suggest first, that the educational -
’ c - - * -

. . v, ] .
o - —_——— ,3 A . ,

‘1?‘Arthur‘24 Little Repdrt, Volume I, p.-81f.
18.7p1d., p. 81. '

19'Hinutes of the ﬁoar@ 6f Trustees, (June 19, 1975}, ° . £

SO » ., L e
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such identity has not real;ly been EStablished..

LR . - L

“ ) . . . . ) N

syscem has over the yeafs pregented a number of neéws value copy to have

. * LR wy o1

become fully identified within the community. Secdnd: it would appear that
- L] . ) . . ’

+
*
-

L3 ' -

coverage l:hat (J.) the’ old joumalistic weakness for emyhasizing, trouble ' g

3
e

rather than achievement is~part of- the difficulty in achieving a balanced

*

presentation of the news of education;.hdhever, (2) the extreme sensitivity

2
. . . N . b .
of 'school and college admiaistrations to criticism handicaps even their "'
' 20, 21. 22.

defenders when_they embark on a purely fact—finding‘educational story. "’ .

In a situation as‘mentioned in the second statement abbve, there 18

3
-

lictle possibiiity for a, constructivé dialogue and the educational system

T . . : ”
and the press may easily drift into postures of mutual hostility. In part, T? .
this may Be one of the probléms faced by, the Metropolitan Community Colleges \\\;'

since ovei the years there has been at igsue a question of fwtual respect
. ‘.‘ . " . » * v

) between,the administration of thé college district and local educational re-

R < .. . . .
portersy e . ) .
L)

Nhat is presented in the research of this practicum would seem to indi-

1
I *

cate that the Hetropolitan Community Colleges have had'press coverage,_but

often the wrong type of coverage to establisﬁ in the minds of ‘the readers,’

L)

(who are the public for the college system), a positive identification of A

. . . -

the college, its goals and objectives. .. . . s
v ° ’ [ : ‘_-
* PROCEDURES

an R ‘s

In order to c#pare the ‘newspaper coverage of.1965 to that in 1975, the -
. . s -

*

. -

20, “Hohenberg, John, The Professional Jo grnalist, Holt, Rinehart and Nins- j
ton, New York, 19?3 . 383, ;’

21'Hough George A., News Nriting, Houghton Hifflin Company, Boston, 19?5 .
po B?E' LA B bt
22'F’edler red, __porting for the Print Media, Harcourt, Brace Inc., New .

ork, 1973, pp. 169-?4 N - e
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Sanford Greendahl Copy Value Rating Scale was aﬁplied to each article from
each of the two years.
While the newspaper serves in all its areas as a comgunicator, cer-

tain divisions of the rewspaper serve best to transfer both quick and

accarate information and create an image value for purposes of public re-

1
—
fl -

lations.

The Sanford-Greendahl Copy Value Rating Scale pinpoints those areas
established by Edmund C. Arnold in his MODERN NEWSPAPER DESIGN - as the
headline, the first paragraph, (lead paragraph) of a story, the total inches

devoted'to the story and the classification of the story for the objective

.
-

value. In addition, a subjective value is given to each article By the
evaluator making a value judgement of the individual copy.

The Sanford-Greendahl scale is based on a Q’; 5 point system for each

-

of the five cgtegories'on the scale Emounting to a totle possible score of

25, . T . T,

1

’

The following criteria exists for each of the divisions of the scale:
Ed . .

CATEGORY CRITERTA - EXAMPLE
#1. HEADS ’ : 5 Headline should contain Council Approves s
(headlines) unusual mixture of words Budget in Shortest -
which contain positive Session Ever

element while maintaining
- ¢asy and understandable
- readership.

4 Headline should contain Ancient Chuich Carillun
future tense or uysge of to Find Home in Museum
! infihitive, gerund or
principle in either body.
or kicker. ' However, use.. ~
of future tense will sat-
isfy general rating of 4"
* value, =~ \
¢ . oo~ § Headline is standard = ‘*Schools Open For Fall
. attracts in general reader - Term :
- interest, ~Headlines using’
s - pastftense'(ed) autoriatically

falls into this rafing Yalue,

‘ 16 . -

]
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CATEGORY CRITERIA EXAMPLE
% 41 aEaps 2 Headline should contain  False Fire Report
(Headlines) a negative element, stated Evacuates Schools
or implied. - S
- ’ 1 Headline contains terms Casualties Mounting
. which gives reader minus as Fires Break OQut

rationale such as — defeat,

fired, resigned, quake, .

accident, missing funds, :
false statement, lay offs,

stornm, rec?ssion, etc.

#2 FIRST GRAPH +5 Five points are scored 1f . : .
‘& (lead paragraph). the first paragraph contains
L T a concrete:noun, active verb,
’ modifier, identifies person,
: ' " institution or organization,
and has an interest level -~
stated within 35 - 50 words N
-of the coverage.

-

*

4 has four of the above ) L
elements. . oo

3 has three of the above

. ) ' elements.
2 has two of thé éaoﬁe
- " element§.m .
¢ B 1 has one of the above .t ‘
~elements. . {
. .. ) R . 1l
" #3 TOTAL INCHES -~ . : -
“ 4 CLASSIFICATION The following value is - : .. "
‘ given to each plece of * _
copy: .o . .

r u 3 -
. "

5 News story.

. 4 Feature coverage - .,
? ingtitutional nature ’

3 Feature coverage -
human interest - . ¢4

2 Editorial content,
: - (include letters)

1 News item of notice value s

. .
17 - |
. . -
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v CATEGORY ‘ CRITERIA EXAMPLE

#5 VALUE JUDGEMENT OF This is subjective but ) . :

CONTENT MATTER - each‘evaluator 18 asked
to tead the article and.

. - -foim-a-value-judgement - - - .~ .
on a scale of 1 to 5,

» (5 being excellent with

1 being poor), which -

gives in the opinion of

the evaluator thke Image

the reader would perceive

. ., from the article.

L]
. L

Each of the two evaluatcrs rated éhch article for hoth years on a

rating sheet (see appendix) In c?ses where the twe evaluators disagreed

by more than two’ po&nts, a’ third or compromise evaluation was given by an

- P

outside party. Of the 187 total articles for 1965 ané 1975 a conpromise

* * *

evaluation was needed in twelve cases.

LI *

‘?The two or three ratings were then averaged for each of the five -

. ' = b - r
. ~ caﬁegories and a total score for each ‘article was computed, An example

- I
* . . -

of the rating scale applied to an article can be found in the{rappenq:!.x._

. o~ . \ '
For the purpose of this study, a total of nine coaparisons were made

»

. ﬁromuthé collected data.

L3

_ 1. .The most obvious comparison is the difference in the total /
. L’ ) . pleces of news in 1965 compared to 1975. (See Figure 1). /

- * . L] ’

.o 2. In the same vain, a comparison of the amounts-of .coverage ¢
. per month was made. (See JFigure 2) |

3. The average rating (1-5) for vategorv nimber 1 (Heads) in

'., . ' . 1865 was compared to 1975 (see table 1). The average for

each category and divi%ing by the total number of articles
‘ for that year.
‘ . . 4. The avarsge rating for catzgory number 2 (First graph) in’ e

1965 and 1975 was compared (See 'I‘able 1).

S ' 18 .
. )
.
* N N
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5. The average rating for category number 3 (Inches) in 1965

and 1975 was compared (éee Table 1)
6. The average rating for category number 4 (Classification)

in 1965 and 1975-vas compared (see Table I)

7. The average rating for category number 5 (Value in 1965
3 . \\\\

and 1975 was compared (see Table 1)
8. The average total vating for categories 1l through 5 was

compared (see Figure 3)
9. The final comparison was hetween the specific types qg?
.n - :.2‘ * . .
articles as ranked in category nupber 3 (see Table 2). .
™.
. RESGLTS
The following figures and tables repreaent the tabulation of datg cols
- t
1ected on newspaper articles concerning the Hctropolitan Community COIlegea
w . i
m 1965 and 1975. . ’ I 5
. . K
- ' : }
‘150 ;
total 125}~ o i $
articles - b e
. 100~ > o . : )
.~ L] s } .
75| - i
- 50}~ ) )
25f- | - k
. 0 k ,: . ’ N - ] - /
. . . - 1965 1975 ,
year g(
«  PFigurel ‘
Total Articles for 1965 and 1975, f‘

From Figure 1 a drastic decrease in covefigé of the district in 1975

from 1965 can be seen., This difference i8 more clearly seen in Figure 2,
Notice that there were !

vhich is a monthly comparison of the two years.
19
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L]

more arficleg in the two monthks surrounding the bond electibn in 1965 than
in the entire year of 1975. It should be noted that the bond election of
1965 was in November and the election of 1975 was in October. This accounts

for the difference in the dates of peak pericds in 1965 and 1975,

L ad

45 |-
49 1-
35(-

25~

15|~

| :;L 10 i

Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
April °
May

_ June .
ihly .
Aug.
Sept.

Figure 2
‘Amaunt of Articles Per Month in 1965 and 1975,




Table 1
. Average Ratings Per Category for 19565 and 1975.

CATEGORY 1965 | 1975

' #1 HEADS ©3.33 3.25
#2 FIRST GRAPH 660 | 4278

- | #3 INCHES 2.72 | 2.36
$4 CLASSIFICATION 3.82 | 4.0L

#5 VALUE JUDGEMENT 3.98 | 3.39

OF CONTENT MATTER

e

In Table 1, the comparison of each category on the Sanford-Grzendahl

scale can be seen. A slight decrease in catcgories 1;(Heade and 3 (Totai

inches) from 1965 to 1975 is visible.

A élight increase from 1965 to 1975

can be seen in categories 2 (First graph) and 4 (T&pe of article). The -

most apparent change can be seen in category 5, where the judged value of

.ot

the article in 1975 was almost .6 of a point less than in 1965. Thia should

be conslidered a marked decrease in the value of the 1975 articles. In Figﬂre

3, the total wvalue 9; 1975 ﬁrtiéles has decreased by a little more than 1/2

of a point. On a,écale of’lrto 25 this appears'fo be an insignificant change.
s . ! .
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, 24

20

18 —

17 - ,

16 ;

15 .

14 ' : o

13 _ _ , B

12 e .

i1 -

10 ) | i
1965 . 1975 i

Figure 3
Average Total Score of Articles in 1965 and 19?5.

In Table 2 below, a comparison is made between 1965 and 1975 ac:prding
to the amount of edch type of article listed in the Sanford-Greendahl seale.
- \ The most drastic decrease apparent here is in the amount of humen interest

stories, _Both institutional and individual t;ggn interest stories decreased

- _

by over 707, ‘
* - i
-;:‘5_»' 'I'a'ble 2

T Total Number of Articles According to Type in 1965 and 1973,

" - 0 I

. S CLASSIFICATION 1965 .{ 1975

1. News A 47 :

2, Human Interest 15 4 i

! (Institutional) ta ) i

. 3. Human Interest 17 ¥4 ;

: (Individual) , .

4, Editorial .19 /,.*‘ 12 - ‘ :

5., Notice Value 10;' 6 - -ui

J- . , '}

. RECOHHEHDATIONS P T

wb

This practicum recommends that both the Distriét Administration and |

the administrators of the four colleges with the Hhtropolitan Community . j
- |

!

College System gtudy 1its findings in hope that the accomplishmenta, 30319

: /22 - L
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' b .
and objectives of the District might in the future receive wider and more

positive coverage within the area. Wt

-+

Specific recommendations to be considered would include the following:

1. Some type “of in-servisze training by provided so that adminis- o -
~ . tration, faculty and staff of each college‘and the district ) !
might better understand how the image of the district or a col-
lege‘ﬁight be presented to obtain maximum coverage and under-
standing by both the professional media and the public,

. /s ) . .
2. Some effort be made to communicate with all areas of the media ) |

M

the daily ator& of the accomplishmenta of -the community colleges
and té‘umderatﬁhd the necessities tf ﬁtrking with the proféssiongl
press within their own profeaaional standards.

, 3. To attempt to communicate the community college story in aimple’

- language. For example, a master blgn muat by. it's nature he |
lengthy and incorporate.some educhtiqntl jargop,.but efforcs -
could and should be made to present an abstract of auch a study
in a simple and concise manner which will ;; béth-iﬁtere;ting tnd
news worthy. SR ) :

4. To recognize the neéd to to&perate with the press in obtaining : o
coverage. That 18, to understand that not every.college tvent }
will be covered; to give the media advanced potice of events t i
and to undeistand deadline requirements and time sépedhles for |
the television atations, News conferences ;alled in the late:
afternoon will automatically miss coverage on the gix o ciock
news juat as“news stories given to the print media late will

seldom receive more than a one or two 1nch\notice,

23 S
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Finally, it is recommended that the District make an evaluation

of just how well their goals and objectives are being met and

give the results to the professional press in a manner which will
! ' . _
agaiﬂ%dgmagd positive coverage and on such qccasions when the news

Al
[ T

s nofﬂpdéitive, be willing'to accept a negative piece of news .

coverages
e -

The final suggestion is based on a summary of recent literature on the
subject of thebpurposee of a comprehensive gommunity college. Ferris F.‘
Crawford suggésts that mucﬁ‘of the misunderstanding concerning the com~
Tunigy colleges could be overcome if tliese same community colleges woﬁld
cons%gntly show to their public that they are providing the folléwing ser-
vice;. That is, a comprehengive community college should proyide for all

persoris above the 12th grade age level education consistent with the pur-

_poses of the individuals and the soclety of which they are a part.

The

1 educational neegg appropriate for comprehensive community -colleges to ful-

E -

. - )
£f111 at this time should include:

-

1. The need for programs of liberal arts and science courses, usual

»

‘té the first and second years of collegﬁ, which will proviég-»-

sourid general and pre—professional education “of such quality

-1

that credits may be  transferred to a national or regional ac-

~
credited four~year college or university and applied toward de-

LY
-

grees of the baccalaureat 1eve1{
The-need for océcupational (including vocational and technical)
prograns i% the trades, business, industrial, agrieultural, and
semi-professional fieids. Such programs may be remgdiaiwdn
naéure or provide for retrainiqg, an&.ﬁ!y be of long or short’

“dufation, depending on the‘amount of time needgd oy the student
- [ 3 i

24

i




to complete.the requirements for entrance into given_occupationals;

. -
L] . -

3. The need for programs of courseg for-adults and other cdmmunitg

L]

* college students, for which credit' may or may not be given, de- -

signed to profice general education and to improve 3e1f—government,

N . : healthful” 1iwing,‘onderstannin§ og‘civic and public aﬁfairs, avo~ i
- ‘*ﬂ - ’ cational growth, constrtcti:e use of 1eisure time,. personal afihy
- . familykiiving Batisf;ctions, cultural depth,. and to‘facilitate
et ‘ ”occupat:l.on.al sdvancement; | - - - '

23. Ferrio N. Crawford, “A Twentieth Century Institution:

& 'rhé need for individual services to students, including gu'i'dance
and counseling. assistance in caregr aelection, removal of defic-
iencies in preparatibn for college programs, remedial educatien

’ and compensatory education, as well as personality and heath\im—'

provement; -

5.‘The nead ror progfams and services for individuala and groupa
. -
) intereated in cuifural, civie; recreational, or other community
betterment 1'.\1.'o:|ects.“'3 ! o NI '

L]

\ Or to summarize in another way, according to Ervin'L. Harlacher in

his. Etﬁﬁy of the community college function arid its relationahip to the

b

.community - the concluaion is that the image is built upon first, a solid

foundation of citizen participation and community coﬂlege.intgractiona,_

and second on a thorough understanding of the community,24- .

v

the Community.
College: Address delivered at Southwestern College Ag:eement Conference,
Battle Creek, Michigan, November 16, 1961.

*Exrvin L. Harlacher, The Community Dimension of the Community College,
Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1969, p. 37f

25 R
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/ u.. - [ ‘ ‘ . B H“““E L]
< L ’  ¥EWS ARTICLE RATING SYIEET A .
- ¥ .. - . Y
[ . . ....__:""\ .
. - ¥ ! T - “\'.‘
Date of article: _ -*~, . [Practicu:l code § ) .
‘ ' T ' Evaluators #l°  #2 C._, Fina}l
.HEAD: .. , .o — —y Ty
. & = ’ ¥ ‘_ -" , 1 :‘j"b
. i ¥ e L | -
wat . N b 3 . e
. . .‘f L T ' F -, ‘
FIRST GRAPH concrete ' - Y
(Lead paragraph) active \y ev-bs . .
mod:.giet‘s ¢
identification )
intexrest element . .
TOTAL INCHES . .
3 -
CLASSIFICATION . ‘ ' ’ .
S news ! . .
feature (inst;l.tutional‘)
* feature (human intereat) T
N . . editorial content LA e oA
. notice value o : _!T‘j,"
¢ . . - o d
VALUE JUDGEI‘ENT OF CONTENT, HATTER . ) . 1
aliu e o to‘. - “!.
5" a \ Iy - e
. )
Total Value Poiats - (25-0) \‘ i . :
Cy ) it Points: .
k] - I
X
‘{‘." T . i
f
1‘1‘1
) ’.? e * - e ’
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