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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

THIS glossary was orlginally prepared for use In a survey course
on the Mlddle East given at Harvard Unlversity in 1957, It has
also been used In connection with lingulstics courses at the
Unlverslty of Michlgan (1960} and Peinceton Unlversity (1961},
it is here reprinted with minor changes and correctlons.

Charles A, Ferguson

Tanuary 1962
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS RELATING TO LANGUAGES OF THE MIDDLE EAST

THIS GLOSSARY qives brief, non-technical explanations of the foilow.ng
kinds of terms:

{t} Names of all important languages now spoken in the Middle
East, of known to have been spoken in the areay

{2} Names of language famllles represented In the areas

(3) Descriptive terms used with reference to the writlng systems
of the arear

{4) Names of famous Inscrlptions or sources of documentatlon for
anclent languages;

(5) A few relevant technical terms of general lingulstics.

AFRO-ASIATIC Another pame for Hamito-Semitle {q.v.) recently devlsed
to emphaslze the fact that the non-Semitlc languages of the stock,
formerly often called the Hamitic lantuages, do not seem 10 form 2
dlstinct unity. .

AHIRAM ©One of the most famous Phoenician inscrlptions, carved in the
sagcophagus of King Ahiram uncoverad at Byblos (modern ubay!,
Lebanon) in 1923, It'dates from about 1000 B.C. and its discovery
demonstrated that the Phoenfcian alphabet was in use as far back as
the eleventh century 8.C. and that it deflnitely served as the
pratotype of the Greek alphabet from which the modermn alphabets of
Eurcpe are derlved. Later discoverles have pushed the age of the
alphabet back still further.

AKKADIAN The.Semltlc language spoken by the ancient Ass¥riang and
Bab¥lonians. It was written In cunelform {q.v.} script. most often
on clay tablets. and an enormous number of such tablets on a great
varlety of sublects are extant, The language is documented over &
long tlme span and a large area. The southern diaiect, especlally
as rePesented in the earlv texts of the BabYlonlan Emplre, is
called BabYlonian, and the northern dlatect, £specially as shown in
late Assyrian texts, is called Assyrian.

ALPHPRET A system of wrlting in which each s¥mbol tends to represent
one phoneme (q.v.) of the Janguage being written, A writing swstem
in which the consonant Phonemes are regularly Indicated whlle the
vowels are shown, if at all, only by addltional dlacritleal marks,
1$ usually called an alphabet also. alihough It could with some
justiflcation be reqdarded as a syllabary (9,v,)., The most important
alphabets in use In the Middle East novw are the Arable {used for
Arablc and Perslan), Hebrew (for Hebrew}. Roman (for Turkish): and
Armenlan {for Amenlan}.
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AMHARIC The most important Ethfopic (g.v,) 1anguage now spoken. It
fs the official langwage of Ethiopla and is spoken by several
milllons of people In that country. It ic wrltten with the Ethiopic
alphabet, which goes from left to right, and in which the letters
are unconnected and the vowels must be fndicated.

ARMBIC The most fmportant Semitic language now spoken. It ls the
official language of all the Arab countries and is spoken by some
fifty miitlon people. Classical Arablc was the language of the
Qur'an and the vehlcle of the great Arable literature. It is still
vniversally acknowledged to be the standard form of the language
and is used for written and formal sPpoken parposes. For ordinary
conversation, however, the local dlalects such 33 Egyptlan Arabfc,
Iraql Arablc, etc. are used. Arabic s regularly written in a
dlstinctlve alphabet witch goes from right to left and fs very
cursive! most ¢” the letters are connected, many letters are
dlfferentiated by various diacritics such as dots above or below
them, and the vowel signs are usually omitted..

ARAMAIC The name given to various Semitfc dialects of the same
general type as Syrlac [4.v.) once spoken over a large area of
the Middle East. One varlety was Probably the language of Christ.
& modern variety Is stlll sibken by several thousand people In
Ma'lula and two neighboring villages in the Anti-Lebanon north of
Damascus. Earlier, Aramatc was most often written in & scrlpt
similar to that of modern Hebrew, but the medern Aramalc Is not
wrltten. .

MMENIAN An Indo-European language which seems 1o constltute an inde-
pendent branch of the family. It 1s spoken in Soviet Armenia and
by several milltons of Armentans scattered widely throughout the
Middle East and elsewhere. There is an older Tlassical Aimenfan
which was the vehicle of a substantlal lterature and is stll the
ilturgtcal language of the Gregorlan {1.e. Armenlan) church, The
modern language exists in @ variety of dlalects clustering around
two standard lterary languages, Eastern and Western Armenjan, It
15 written in {ts own distinctive Armenian alphabet.

ASIANIC This name is sometimes used as 2 convenlent cover=-term for the
various languages of anclent Asla Minor, the relationship of which
I3 not clear, such as Elamite, Hurrran, etc, It does not Imply
that the languages Included are relpted to one another,

ASSYRIAN See AKKADIAN ”

AVERTAN One of the two Old franian fanQuages reprasented by extant
texts. It ls the language of the Avesta, the holy book of the
Zoroastrians. The date of composition of the Avesta and the failth-
fulness of 1ts transmission are complex questions;: the languaqge,
especlally in the older section, the Gathas, is remarkably llke
Sanskrlt.




AZERL or AZERBAYIANL The Turkle language of Azerbaylon. |t shows
greater similarlty to the language of Turkey than to the Turkic
languages of Central Asia, but Is sufflclently different to be
regarded as a separate language. It Is not giten used for

-~written purposes in Iranian Azerbaylan. where Persian would
normally be uyged In writing, but when It 15, It Is usualiywrltten
in the Arablc alphabet. In Sovlet Azerbaylan it Is widely used
as a wrltten language and a modlfied form of the Cyrlillc {q.v.)
alPhabet ls used.

BABYLONIAN See AKKADIAN

BERBER A closely related famlly of lanJuages spoken by slx or seven
million people in North Afrlca. The Berber languages constitute
one of the divislons of the Hamlto~$emltic {q.v.} stock. Aithough
some varletles of gerber have been written In the past, the Tuareg
still preserve their old writing System. and some PeaPle occasionally
wtlte Betber In Arahic script. these languages are not usually
wrltten today. Arable belng used for this purpase In Berber-speaking
areas.

BEHISTUN or RISUTUN The most famous Achaemenlan Inscription. carved
on the face of a cllf spn the north side of the maln road between
Kzrmanshah and Hamadan In Iran. The inscription. which Is a lengthy
recital of the accomplishments of King Darlus, Is In three languages:
Old Perslan, Elamlte, and Akkadlan. By Ingenlous guesswork based
on what was known about Persian history and language from other
sources, it was posslble to declpher the Old Perslan and this In
turn s2eved as the flrst important key to the declpherment of
Akkadian., and ultimately all cunefform scripts.

BOGAZKOY The most lmpartant source of Hittite texts, the royal
archives of Hattusas, capltal of the Hittite emPire, excavated
In 1906. Up to the dlscovery of these téxts nothlng was known of
thls Important language. and very ilttie of the hlstory of the
Hittltes themselves. The name Bogazkdy 1s that of the small
Turkish vlllage near the excavatlom It Ls located about 150 miles
sast of Ankara,

bmar CAUGCASIC A group of over thinty languages spaken In the Caucasus.
which probably constltutes a famlly. Two subgroups. South
Caucasic (ncluding Georglan} and Northwe st Caucasic {Including
Circassian) are clear genatic units! the other languages are
lumped together as Nontheast Caucasic., These languages in general
are characterlzed by rlch consonant systems and complex morphologles
Most are unwritten, but several are written In modified versions of the
Cyzlllic (g.v.) alphabet and the most Impartant, Georgian, 1S written
In its own alphabaet.

COPTIC The most recent form of the Egyptlan (q.v.) language: as a
spaken language It died out probably In the elghteenth century.
It was written In 3 modiffed form of the Greek alphabet, served
for some centurles as the Hterary and liturglcal language of the
Egyptlan Chrlstlans and remalns the Lliturglcal language of the
Coptic Lhuren ‘oday.
Q
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CUNEIFORM A descriptlve term applied to certaln anclent Middle Eastern
wrlting systems characrerlzed by wedge-shaped marks. most often
made by a stylus on clay but also cut In stone. Flrst used by the
Sumerlans as a method of wrlting, It was adoPted {modlfled to sult
the particular language) for Akkadlan. Old Perslan, Hittlte,

Ugarltlc, and other langua9es. Cuneiform scripts vary In nature

from compllcated mixed ldeographlc-phonatlc systems {e.g, Akkadlan
with hundreds of signs) to syllabarles or quasl-alphabatlc systems
{e.q. Old Perslan with thirty-six syllablc characters and flve
tdeograms) .

CUSHITIC A family of languages spoken by some mllllons of people In
the castern "horn” of Afrlca, Including most of EthloPla, Erlirea,
and Somaltland, and parts of nel9hborlng countrles. They constitute
one of the dlvlzlons of the Hamlto-Semitle (4.v.) stock, None of
them are reQularly written. The best known are Somall and Galla.

OYRILLIC The alphabet used for Russlan and several other Slavic
languages and. in modified form. for varlous non=Slavlc languages
spoken In the U.5,5.R. The name IS derlved from St. Cyrli who Is
belteved to have invented it {n the ninth century A, D,

DEAP SEA SCROLLS A number of scrclls in Hebrew, both bibllcal and non-
blbllcal. discovered ln caves near the Dead Sea In the sPring of
1947 and In several subsequent years. The biblical texts are
roughly a thousand years older than the earllest manuscripts
previously avallable, and the non-blbllcal texts offer 2 wealth
of hitherto unknown materlal.

DIACRITIC A mark regarded as added to a letter and not part of the
maln body of the charactar, such as the accent over . the hook under

; 5

EGYPTIAN The language of anclent Egypt. documentad from the fourth
millentum B.C. It wag flrst wrltten In a compllcated hieroglyphlc
(q,v.) system which was followed by other more cursive put not
much simpler writing systems. Old, Middle, New E9yptian with
Coptic (g,v.) represent a landuade documented for a fonger perlod
of time than any other language of the world, Egyptian constitutes
one division of the Humlto-Semltic {g.v.} stock,

ELAMITE The lan9uage sPCken In anclent times In Elam, a mountalnous
area of southern Iran. It I$ known from a few Inscriptions of the
third millenlum B.C. and from some Inscriptions and numerous
tablets from later periods, aspeclally of the tlme of the
Achaemenfan Emplre . of which It was one of the officlal languages.
The later materlal s In a cunelform scriPt derlved from the
Akkadlian system. Elamlte has Aot been Shown to be related to any
other language.

9

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




ETIIOPIC & grouP of closely relatad languages constituting one hranch
of the Semitic {(q.v.) famlly. It includes the extinct Geez or
Ethiopic proper. whleh was the vehicla of 3 falr—-sized relico~
hlstorical llteratare and rematns the ltul9iecal language of the
Orthodox Church of Ethlopla; Amhaile {9.v.} and a half dozen
other languages spoken In EthioPla and Erltraa. Both Geez and
Amharlc are written in the Ethiopic aiphabet, of which the letters
are uncoanected. run from teft to ridkt, and in which the vowels
must be indicated.

FAMILY Two lan9uages are sald to pe related, or genetically related,
or members of the same family. if it can bé demonstrated that they
are continuations of a single language at an earlier polnt in
tlme. Thus Fiench and Spanlsh are related because they are both.
continuations of Latln, l.e, Latin went oh helnd sPoken In both
regions and gradual differentiaticns without a break In communl-
cation between denerations flnally resultsd In varietles of Latin
so different that they are to be regarded as separate languages.
The term family Is flexible, however, as this process is a
continuous one. It could be applied, for example, t> the Hamlto-
Sermltic languages. to Semitic languages, or Ethiopic. when
necessary, rerms llke stock, family, branch, or sub-branch, etc.,
are used to indicate the tlme depth at which the presumed split
took place. In this way one can speak of the Hamito-Semltic
stock or super-famlly. the Semltic family. and the Ethiopic
branch,

GEEZ ez ETHIOPIC
GEORGIAN See CAUCASIC

HAMITO-SEMITIC or AFRO-ASIATIC A langduagde stock consisting of flve
familles of languages: Semitic {9,v.), Egyptian (a.v.}, Berber (@.v.),
Cushitic {q.v,), and Chado-Hamitlc, a family of some thirty languages
of West Africa Including Hausa. Common Characteristles found In
all these famlles, though not necussarlly in overy languagde, a'.d
which may be assumed to have bean Present Ip the supposed parent
lang-uage Include: a speclal set of throat consonants {glottal
stap. pharyngal spirants, velar spirants), the triconsonantal
root {q.v.), a leminlne afflxt, a tense made with prefixes
indicating the subloct, certain kinds of derlvative verbs, a set
of pronominal suffixes,

HEBREW The Semitic Ianguage spoken by the anclent Israciltes and in
whlch most of the Old Testament was comPosed, It dled cut as a
spoken language some time about the beginning of the Chrlsticn
era, but wag revlved in the nineteenth centur¥ as the language of
Zlonlsm and ls now the official languade of the state of Israel,
For many centurles it has been written In a distlnctive script
{derived from the Arama‘c alPhabet) called the Hobrew alphabet,
which conslsts of unconnected letters (consonantal), running
irom rlght to left with the vowel marks usually omitted.

0




HIEROGLYPHIC A descriptive term aPPlied to anY conventlonal writing
s¥stem of which most of the symbols are pletures of objects, such
as the E9yptian. Hittite, and Mavan hleroglyphs. Usually such
writing systems have & large pumber of symbols which are used in
a mixed way. partly ideographic, parti¥ phonetic.

HIFTITE The chief language of the ancient Hittite Empire. It §g
related to Indo-European (4.v.) lanquades and was written in a
speclal cunefform s¥llabary (qq.v.), Anmportant language of
the ancient Middle East. it was comPletely unknown to modern
scholarshipP until revealed by excavations at the beginning of the
twentleth century. Another rejated lan9uage customaril¥ written
in a hierogl¥Phle writir9 s¥Ystem s called by the clumsy name of
Hteroglyphic Hittite; this i5 not the same language.

HURRIAN A langua9¢ known 1o have been widelY spoken In northern
Mesopotamia-and Syrla In the third and second miltenia B.C. The
language itself 15 known from relativel¥ few texts widely scattered
in time and place. the most important of which is the long letter
from King Tusbratta of the Mitanni country to Amenophis HI of
Eg¥pt about 1400 B.C. It has pot been shown that Humrian 15
telated to anY other lan9uage.

INDO~EUROPEAN A very widespread family of languages which includes
the Germanic (English, German, etc.). Slavic (Russtan. Poilsh,
ete.), Jsalic (Latin, the Romance languages), and about a half
dozen othar branches. Common characteristies found in all pranches,
though not necessarily in all languages, and which may be assumed
to have been present in the supposed parent language include: a
verb system which has differsnt stems {for tenses or partleiples)
characterized by certain vowel relationships {e.9. slng sang) or
by suffixed d or t; irregular verb "to be"; 9ender inflactlon in
mouns and Pronouns, not 1n finite verb forms. The two branches
of this famlly found in ihe Middle East are Armenlan and Iranian

(qq.v.).

IRANIAN A sub=branch of Indo=European lan9ua9es comprising about
fifteen modern languages as well as a number of languages now
extinct, With the Indic gub-branch (Sanskrit, Hindt, Bengall,
etc.) it constitutes the Iranian or Aryan branch of Indo-Eutopean,
The most important Iranian languages now spoken are Persian.
Pashto, Kurdish. Baluchi and Qssetic. The better known anclent
languages include Old Persian and Avestan (qq.v.) of the Old
Iranlan stage and Pahlavi (Middle Perslan) and Sogdtan of the
Middle Irantan stati. Features characteristle of Modern Iranlan
languagdes. but not necessarlly to be assumed for the proto«Iranian
or proto-Ar¥an. tnelude the presence of palatal affeicates {ch of
church and § of judge): reiative™: stmple noun inflections:
frequent use of compound verbs conslsting of a pre-verb of scine
kind plus a colorless verb llke “do,” "be,* ete.

KUFPIC An archaic st¥le of Arabic writing characterlzed by angular
shapes end few diacritles, Formeriy used in inscriptions and in
manuseripts of the Qur'an, jt is now used as an ornameantal type

Q face. Gf. NASKHi.
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KURDISH A lanYuage. or wore exactly a group of dlalects of the Iranlan
sub-branch of Indo-.uropean {q.v.). It Is spoken hy several
million Kirds, mostly In Eastern Turkey, Southwestern Iran, and
Northern Iraq, but also some In S¥ria, the U.S.5.R., and elsewhere.
It 5 usually not written (Arabic. Persian, or Twkish being uszd for
this purpote by Kurdish speakers) but when it is, th> script most
often used In the Arabic alphabet. although Roman and CYrillic
alphabets have also be* used to a }imited extent.

LINGUA FRANCA A language wldely used in a gh'ren area as the medium
of communication betwean sp2akers of different languages. It may
be one of the languages of the area, as when Aramale was a lingua
franca in the Middie East, or It may be a language from outside the
area. as bnglish 12 In Indila teday. The expresslon lvself originally
referred to a language used In thls way around the Mediterranean
fot several centurles. based chiefly on dialects of southern Francs
and northerr. valy.

MCABITE STONE A tablat found |n 1869 containing one of the most fumous
We st Semitic Inscriptions, a proclamation of King Mesha of Moab
dating from the ninth century B.C. The language {5 very close to
Hebrew and it 1s written In the Phoenician ¢lphabet. At the tlme of
its discovery this Inscriptlor represented tne oldest known example
of alphabetic writlng.

NASKHI The style of Arablc script ordinerllY employed In printed tests in
_ wodern Arablc, It Is more curslve t~ar Kufic (4.v.},

ORHON The most famous Qld Turkish Inscription. so called from the
name of the river In Mongolla noar which the two stelae were found.
They are epltaphs. written in the so-called ™ikish runes. dating
from 734-5 A.D. and provided with Chinese translations.

PAHLAVI or PEHLEVI Name aPplied In general to western Middle Iranian
and in partlcular to the official language of the Sassanlans. The
script, derived from the Arainalc alphabet, Is often difficuit to
fntarpret. Other varieties ¢f the language are known from Zoroastrian
and Manichean texts discovered In eastern Turkestan at the beglnning
of this century. )

PAMIR languages. A group of five iranlan languages or dlalect clustars
now spoken in and sear the Pamir mountalns. chiefly in Afghanistan.
but also in the U.S.5.R8, and Pakistan. The tctal number of speakers
cannot exceed 50,000 and the 12nguages are being replacad by Parsian.

PASHTO The Iranlan language spoken by the Afghans or Pathans, who con-
stitute abuut one-third of the population of Afghanistan, and several
milllons of people In Pakistan. 3$ince 1936 it has In theory been the
ofiicial language of Alghanistan but Perstan remains the most impor-
tant language of the countl¥, Persian and Pashto are both kranlan
languages, but actually they are Guite different, Pashto phonology
and morphology builng much more comPlicated than those of Persian.
It is wrltten in the Perso-Arable alphabet with & number of additional
letters to ropresort consonants not present in Arabic or Perslan.

ERIC
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PERSIAN The most Imporiant Izanlan {q.v.; languare now spoken. It is
the malor spoken language in glightly dlfferent forms In iran,
Afghanistan, and Sovle: Talikistan, and 1% known and used In
Paklstan and elsewhere as a llterary language. It Is wrltten In the
Arable alphabet with several additlonal letters, except in Taflklstan
where the "Talik™ form of it is wrltten 1n a modifled Cyrllllc {g.v.)
alphabet.

PERSIAN., OLEL One of the two Old Iranlan languages represented by
extant texts. It was the languago of the Achaemeni and Is known .y #
from thelr ro¥al lnscriptions. It was written in a cunelform
stllabary {qq.v.).

PHOENICIAN The Semitic language spoken by the Phoeniclans. It is
known chiefly from numerous Inscriptlons, mostlY rather short. of
the cttles of Tyre. Sidon., etc., and thelr colonles or trading centers
around the Medlterranean. especlally that of Carthage. the
Phoenlclan of which 1 uswallY called Punic. These are In the
twentY=two lotter Phoeniclan alphabet, from which the Greek alpha=
bet was derlved. The language itself was Qulte close to Hebrew.

PHONEME ©One of the baskc souinds of a glven language which may be
used to dlfferentiate words In the language and In terms of which
the natlve sPeéaker hears and spedss. For example, thebpte and
a sounds of English bet, bat, pat. pat are phonemes in Engllsh, and
Engllsh speakers readilY hear and make them. Arablc hasnop
phoneme but has two g phonemes, and the spoaker of Arable has
trouble haaring the diffarence ot producing it between b and p, Just
as the sPeaker of Engllsh has a hard tlme hearing the difference or
producing 1t betwecn the two Arable £ phonemes .

ey

RAS SHAMRA A cape on the codst of northern $¥7la, thé 'qsite of the
archeological excavatlons of the ancient clty of Udarit which beSan
In 1928 and Yielded extenslve texts 1. Ugaritié {q.v.), a previously
unknown Semltic language spoken there In the middle of the second
millendum B.C.

ROMAN or LATIN The name of the alphabet used ori9inally for Latin, and
leter In various forms for most of the languages of Europe. The only
Middle Eastern language for whlch the Romen alphabet 1s reguiarly
used now ls Turklsh. but Roman alphabets have from tume to time
been devlsed for various other languages of the area.

ROOT Term used for the core of a word In seme lanGuages 10 which othor
things are added to form & stem of base which may In turn have
afflxos of varlous kinds. In Hamito=Semltic languages, and most
clearly In Semitic, most words contaln a root which t¥plcally con-
sists of threo consonants and has a goneral lexical meaning, and a
patterr whlch conslsts of cortain vowel arrangements ofton In
connection with cerialn affixes and hes 8 grammatical meaning.

13
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Compare the followlng Arable words-contalning roots dyg and frg:

dars 'tesson’ . farq *dlfferance’
damras ‘he taught' farraq 'he separated'
tadris ‘teachlng’ tafilq *separation’

in Indo-Euwropean the root conslsts typlcally of a syllable contalning
a consonant, a vowel, and a consonant, which shows vowel
varlatlons and often takes affixes to become a stem. For example,
Latin roots gap and vid:

capere  'to take' videre *to see’
cepl I took' vidl '1 saw’
Inclple 'l begln' invideo  ‘lenvy’

ROSETTA STONE A famous tablet contalning an Inscriptlon in (I} Egyptlan
hleroglyphic writlng: {2} another form of Egyptlan wrltlng, and
(3) In Greek. It was dlscovered near Rosetta, Egypt, In 1799, and
1s now In the British Museum. Slnce scholars were able 10 read
the Greek verslon, thls billngual Inscriptlon bacame the key to the
decipherment of the Egyptlan language.

RUNES The name glven to alphabets of which the letters are unconnected
and have a centaln characterlstlc geometrlc shape. It 13 spPlled
pelnclpally to certaln alphabets once used to write Germanle
languages, but also. for example. for the letters used In the Old
Turklsh Inscriptions of Orhon {g.v.)} and elsewhere.

SBléﬂ"i"lC A famity of languages Including Akkadlan, Arable, Habrew, etc..
characterized by a number of throat consonants, aroot and Pattern
structure {see ROOT) and & two-noun constructlon. It constltutes
ane dlvislon of the Hamito-Semltlc stock {g.v.).

SUMERIAN The lanSuage spoken by the Sumerlans of southern Mesopotamla
from the fourth or second mlllenlum B.C. It was written In a cunel-
form (q.v.) script: writlng was apparently Invented by the Sumerlans.
It has not been demonstrated that Sumerlan ls related to any other
language.

SYLLABARY A s¥stem of wrltlng in which each symbol tends to reprosent
a syYllable, such as ba, ku, i, mish, In the language belng wrltten,
e.g. Old Perslan. Korean, or Iapanese syllabarles. No syllabary
is fn current use In the Mlddle East, but ¢f, ALPHABET,

SYRIAC The name glven to varlous Semitic dlalects of the same 9eneral
type as Aramalc l_Ci.v.), especlally those spoken more toward the
E: st. Classlcal S¥rlac. the vehicle of a lar9e Christlan llterature
and still the Hiwrglcal language of several Eastern Churches.: was
based origlnally on the Ianguage of Edessa In northern MaspPOtamla
{modern Urfa). The name ls 2lso applled to the "neo=Syrlac” spoken
by certaln Christian comunltles In Iran and Iraq at the.present day.
3¥713c was and Is wrltten In Its own dlstinctive Syrlac alphabet,
which runs from right 10 left and is basically one of consonant slgns,
wlth the vowel points, of which there are several systems. usually
omltted.
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TEL EL-AMARNMA LETTERS A large number of clay tablets Inscribed for
th? most part in Akkadian, found In Tel E}-Amarna, Egypt, in 1887,
tured out to be the diplomatle correspondence of King Akhenaten
and King Amenophls III of Egypt {sbout 1370-1348 B.C.). The
letters Inciuded two in Hittlte, one In Hurrlan, and many ylosges
in the West Semitlc then spoken In Palestine and Syrla, and thus
were of gruat value from a Hnguistlc polnt of vlew as well as for
the Hght they cast on the customs of the tlme,

TRANSCRIPON The wrltten representatlon of a langueage by sy olg or
spelllngs other than those of the standard orthography of the
language. If the language 1s normally unwrltten, any wrlting
sYstem devised is called a trv -« iptlon unless it becomes the
accapted orthography, If & tra.. .idptlon 1s based sxclusively on
the sounds of the language, it 15 catled a phenetle transcription,
One Important varlety of phonetle transcription Is the phonemlc
transcrlption In which each symbol consistently represents one
phoneme {q.v.) of the language being wrltten. Transcrlptions
which are only partially phonetic ( or phonemic) are also used for
varlous reasons; they are usually hased In part on grammatlical or
semantlc considerations. Cf, TRANSLITERATION,

TRANSLITERATION The systematic use of the symbols of one wrlting
s¥stem to represent those of another, the Ideal being a one-to-uvne
correspondence so that somethlng written by means of the trans-
lteration can be converted to the orlginal erthography and vice
versa without amblgulty, The term Is most often used to refer to
systems of using the Roman alphabet to represent varlous orlental
alphabets., Two well-knownh systems of transilteration for Arable
and Perslan, for example, are that of the Encyclopedia of Islam
and that of the Board of Geographic Names of the U.S, Department
of the Interior, Cf., TRANSCRIFTION,

TURKIC A family of languages spoken In a broad zone extendlng from
Turkey across Gentral Asta to Mongolia, and In other areas of
Europe and Asla. They are characterlzed by vowel harmony, a
predomlnance of sufflxatlon, and a distinctive syntax, The Turkic
languages seem to constltute one dlvision of the Al.alc stock,
which Is assumed to Include also Mondoilan and Tunquz. The most
important Turkic languages spoken In the Middle East are Turklsh
proper and Azerl {gq.v.),

TURKIS¥ The Turkic language spoken by the majolty of the Inhabitants
&' ne Turklsh Republic and the officlal language of tha country.
The total number of speakers must be about 22,060,000, It has
been wrltten In the Roman alphabet since 1929, befors which the
Arabic alphabet was used.

UGARITIC The Semitic language spoken In northern cosstal Syria In the
second millenlum B.G. It was unknown to modern scholarship
until the excavation of Ras Shamra (q.v.). 1t was wrltten In a
cunelform scrlpt simllar in Its system, though not In the form of
the lettars, to the Phoenician alphabet.
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VOWEL POINTS The diacritic marks used in varlous alPhabets, notably
the Arabic, Hebrew. and 8¥rlac, to rePresent vowels, In all
three of these alphalets the vowel marks are added onlY for
speclal purposes and are ordinarlly omitted. The onlY other
method of indicating vowels 1n these alphabets is the yge of
certain consonant letters, especlally those for ¥ and w, to
represent vowels as well.
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