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Existential Grammar for Composition

Grammar is in sad decline since those mediaeval times when it could
include the whole skill of creating in language, including rhetoric ‘and
prosody.. We can only wonder now that the Scots came to designate one

full of its learning as glamorous. In the interests of "English as she is

spoke" and against supposedly unscientific, snobbish prescriptive rules,

the textbook community has moved, through Friesian descriptivism to Chomskyan

transformational to formulas, often as confusedly semi-mathematical as

Emmon Bach's, which are supposed to describe the innate'psychological
patterns which generate expressions from kernel sentences bj "rigorously"
logical phasefrules. A1l this was sunoosed to replace grammar rules for
writing "fixed" in the 18th and 19th centuries. The rules, as the various
new grammars named editorial and elitist social conventions, were aurealistice- .
So we have been told by all the professors of the New Grarmmar in the most -
scholastic.of language arrangements., Besides, continued teaching of grammar

from grades to freshman college levels had no effect on speech or writing.

Thus we were led to drop most years of grammar teaching and much corrected

composition in all our schools-~including the once-~universal college
freshmsn requirement.“ For those, we can discover an odd substitution of

developmental reeding and remedial writing, Concomitantly, since World War I,

American Education has been eypluating largely by multiple-choice, arbitraiily
machine-scored tests denominated objective. These punchboard exercises,
replacing language for determining course credit all over our disciplines,
cannot be identified with the New Grammar they preceded (the& were in great

.....

use while Charles Carpenter Fries was starting the later movement, in the
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1920;s). * But they have made the old, prescriptivist syntax appear unnecessary
for getting any dinloma. Meanwhile, fashionable schoolbooks and graduate
study in Iinguistics, with their explanations of the New Grammar!s lex. con
and its "“generations," have served to reduce further the practice and the
Judgment of composition by the traditional standards of "unity, coherence
and emphasis."

As an English teacher, I find myself surprised to have grown old in
the belief that coggosition is the essence of my subject. A4ll else, the

rigorous and pragmatic logic of a half-century's experience in and outside

| classrooms has shown me, is auxiliary (however greatly so) to the end;result . .
of English training and all the kinds of work in the world which English .
trains one to do, Grammar as study of the use and order1ng of words, is the
regulatory skill for composition- today it neans mostly the production of
sense and effect in sentences, but its advanced levels can be considered, as
b} the New Rhetoricians, to panagraphs, lon%er works in prose and verse and
' overall stylistics--all based,lnzcessarily, on the statement form. Without |
the production (or criticism)ﬁbf compositions, grammar is useless, however
amusing or prestigious it’may become to those interested in playing its
game for the sake of itself. This leaves it‘unlike muthematics, whose
pure theory does mean treation of a mental world, in addition to its appli-
cable profits. The creations of grammar are the pictures, actions, arguments
of compositions, according to their effectiveness. -Its terms cannot remain
abstract, operating”b& themselves; the treatment of specific words for

production is their life and reference, without which grammar patterns are

less than mere line or sound-abstractions. It should not be hard to argue,
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from this, that there can be no abstract systems of grammar for practiced
1anguages evidenced in individual statements, never mind "universals" of
gfammar for a;l languages.,

Practical grammar, as I have called it, works and is trained best
through writing, in which its use has begn made important--as the history
of the subject shows us. The Greek root‘(YFa%D demonstrates the written, -
lagting, more fixedly considerable origin and operation of the grammarous.

Say three decades of New Grammar in a whirlpool of curriculum reform hit

.the fan last Spring and Fall when a decline in teenagers® writing ability

on tests gave force to the outeries of‘basic education advocates. The
Proclaimed decline was featured in an edition of Business Weék, as well as
press association dispatches, and sﬁmmed up in the "Why Johnny Can't Write®
article in the Dec. 8, 1975 Newsweék, which seems to have been quoted in
the dailies to a pubiic far wider than that weskly's usual circulatiori.l
The New Grammarians?! and Educationists? defensiveness against the

news media's, general public's and uninitiated classroom teachers! protests
cduld, I realize from watching 60 years! rounds of pedagegical faddism and »
unpalatable revivals, have been anticipated. Hardly had the first sto?ies
about the SAf scores come ouﬁ, in June, 1975 than educator- administrators

reacted with complaints about an expected outery of "Back to basicsl" Thein

rationalz (oral and printed, as far as I observed them) was that accounta-

bility for language performance would turn back all the (I presume; psychic)

b progress made in phase-elective, open-classroom, non-subject-matter schools

after the subsidence of the Sputrik (pro-science, communication skills and

languages) scare. My sending Edward P. J. Corbett (New Rhetoric promulgator

4
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.at Ohio State) a copy of a speech to Upper Cumberland,”Kentﬁcky, teachers
urging that they turn away from all diverting fads and theories to teach the
use of language, centoring on writing, drew from the editor of College
Composition and Commuplcation a sqorn}ﬁl reproof: I was levelling a shot-

" gun blast at many methodologies, including transformational grémmar, which
have advanced our profession and, in some cases, provided strategies'for‘

a viablé'éyntax. My speech and Ccrbett's anguished denial were written
(neithér has been published) last Fall, several years after the attenuation
of college English departments (including the abolition of Freshman Compo-
sition at Ohio State), perhaps before the effects of the SAT scores had
been realized and whlle Newswcek was preparing its December 8, 1975 article,
I couldn't re31st reminding Professor Corbett of what has happened to

Departments of English--to my mind, because of the rule of the non-literate
objective test in the Uni%é& States, the destruction eof Gompoaitisn itraining,

_ and, in some part, to diversion of English classes froﬁ%practical writing to

" a new and abstract and non—prescriptive language study.c As to strategies
for a 'viable syntax," my notions -about concept of useful grammar weré
reinforced ét the NCTE's 1972 convention in Minneapolis, where Ezor and
Lane (then of Jersey City State tore up Transformational.contentions with
a roport on the success cf their "Applied Linguistics" strateoles with
grade school youngsters from culturally deprived, even bilinguial (or, uearJJ
monolingually Spanlsh)families.3

Teachers_of my Appalachian area have not been enthusiastic or *supportiva?

of Transformational Grammar in the last'decade. The Paul Roberts series for

. middle and high schools, which start with transforms and phase rules, has




-S-Existentiallcrammar Frank Merchant

been dropped raSidly, even where the texthoqk salesmen got the books
introduced. In fact, here--as nationally--~the sum of grammar teaching,
however related to writing has been reduced, more often than not to one
year in the six pre-college grades. The “phase elective" fad has displaced
grammar, as well as basic and intelligible writiﬁg, as a required subject
throughout our public schoélse New Grammaf edherents may well contend
that schoolteachers haVe'not un&erstood or applied themselves to these
"sc1ent1f1c, linguistic" theories, with the exceptlon of a few enthuulasts
for N. G. as a cause. And my observation of these d1801ples has been they
have far more often been asserting beliefs than applying a discipline,
Meanwhlle, in the graduate schools, transfo: mauloaal abstractlons
show.signs of be1ng in more trouble than prescriptive, Latinate or histori-
cal linguistics were, in the 1950'3. "Not only is there an intensifying‘
ambience of concern about writing itself, tending to denial of any syntax
theory which obviates stan&ards of "correﬂtness," but there is also in-
‘ creasingly open dlstrust of the meanlngfulness or truth of generative
structures. Too much has been what riay be produced by inventing a 'gensrative
~ line! of seunds to deduce morphemes in a languaée--as I discovered, when
lietening to a 1960'3 talk on Esthonian at the University of Kentucky°
modern forms were glibly assumed, until a speaker of modern Esthonlan
breke in. Languaoe generauxon, throughout, is a matter of history, not
" abstract reason, as I have long lmowm, in telling.students they-can'explain
an English wofd's relaéionehip to say, Laﬁin, by Grimm's Law but can never
assume by consonantal sh~ft that there must be a certain English form

'l

resultlng from an ear11er Indo-European root. Sentences may be reduced
oL@
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to kernels or less meaningful, less ambiguous deep structures with results

.. 0f problematic value, but transformatiornal- analysis starts witp a sentence
Iéﬁd goes through treéing and PE&EE_EE}EE to arrive at the same sentence~-
as I used to go mistily through high schcol physics problens.

Chomskyan linguistics originaily disdained connecfzggfwith mganing
in its formalism; and so we might assume the New;Grammarians"later oozing
into their own Semgntiqs has betrayed some dicsipation of the movement!s

. Thard,! iscientifin;! tuniversal! abstraction. And Chomsky!s universals
were prasumed to be built on inbuilt~psychologicai mechanisms or brain-
chonnz2ls so that soon one could say that "every child knows his ol
language"-~-apparently by growing in a linguistic environment rather than
by being taught. Yet this is now being deniéd by the school of Paul
Pdstal; this could mean a fundamental denial, more than a heresy. And
the cycle of Linguistics is veering round to the argument offered in a

December, 1975, text by Jan Robinson (University College of Swansea) in

5

his The New Grammarians' Funeral, A Critique of Noam Chomsky's Lingiistics:

o »~eargues that Chowsky's dis’inguished work is in traditional grammar
and that when he concurrently continues a modern ambition to turn
linguistics intn an exact science, Chomsky fails compietely. 1.
Robincon uses this discussion to suggest criteria by which anything
calling itself the study of language must be examined as being more
closely related %o philosophy and literary criticism than to science.

When it comes to Searching out ramifications of meaning {rather than

deep structures) or solving ambiguities (provided they chould be solved),‘

I will claim that T can find more zense in applying the history of words,
of society, of ideas in history and ail the range of literavy style and -
recorded idiom than by reducing rich statements o positivistic kernals

or even working out a purely literary formula of Vaubiguity-irony-dramatic

7
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tension! according to the 1930'3 once-New Criticism. Phase rules seem to
me long-winded, éxtraneously difficuit ways of explaining the 'active-
passive transform! or.the amplification of a simple'into a complex sentence.
Alth;ugh there appear to be pr1nc1p1es of some methodology 1nvolved in
those operations, I know that writers perform them by a feeling of acquaine
tance, mainly w1th literature, and a feeling'for Janguage rising from habit,
not from recollecting some generalized mechanics, as one-might do, disaé-
trously, in trying to reinstruct oneself in how to walk.

We have come to the notion that our practice of grammar may result

in an art, literature, being in its deed the art's first step. Grammar,
. ‘-".

~with its writing, does reoresent some rationalization of sound and ex-
pression toward controlled commwnization, but it never makes language wholly
positivistic. ‘A true, "deep structure" study of language leads us to
analysis of the symbology in the origin of words and how muqh o£ this
etymology-~even Frendian or Groddeckian--a writer may be employing. Language's
effects from its written pages arevalways more than its surface~code méanings;
the subcdnscious and consciously-realized philslogy and hi.story of use in
literacure add even more--much more--to verbal expression than do oral
intonations.6 dombining words in structures from sentences to opics and
novels creates nentai, emotionai and sozial situations richer or '"more
meaningful"'than those surrounding recited words. Modern psychological-
histnrical literary criticism, which reaches for the nature of the viiter

in the manner of the Swiss-French existential school together witir an

awarencss of the psychological depths in social effects and surroundings,

might well be applied -to the "disease" of the fumbling accused at Watergate

S
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trials or of foolishlyeconfusee advertising'(likerA & P's "fr}ce and Pride")
as well as to the "health" of Wordsworth or William Faulkner.‘

VWiriters trained to be conscious of what the technique of grammar is
doing in application to their work-will realize it iz like ha techniques
of other arts--say'meeic--in selecting some rational tradition of ordering
which may be varied and individualized, according to their reaction“ to

the conventions of society and hlstory. ‘Grammar is not a single code in

ungllsh, altbough it works undcr the shaddw oP the same Latﬂnate,”Indoa

N EurOpean txadltlon of the paradigms wiich have been applled to order f“om e

Sanskrl* through Thrax and Bishop Lowth or the Fowlers to Edwin Newman and
Bernstein in attempts to show how conventions may be directed for force and
clarification--but they must be used more as cautions against undisciplined
confusions than as some kind of unvarying algebraic prccedure. Grammar is
a set of conventions, prejudices, codes of manmners; memories of past styles;
and recent, lively experiments which shous how to keep the game of expression
going, with some broadening and cheatingA-se that one’s oppqsite playeis,
or awaience, will regpect its shlftlng dis clullneo It is significant to
note that M"prac ctical prammarﬂans' moet noted by the clericy of thege times
have bcen newspapermen, suspicious of fusty scholarship w11]e they ask of
learnang what authority of tradition in 11te;ature will back vp scme
amiliarly logical and customarily forceful usage.

Cne thinlks of the Spanish word for "language"~-i§iig3u-as being a more
'msaniﬁgful “deep etymolgéé" for that within which grammax, or its supposed
riles, opefates. The rule, however prescriptive, is usciully which

rationalized practice and something from which to deviate: Liky tke

Spanish accentuation on the penult of words ending in n, s o vowels, which

o 9
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so frequently fails to hold that it sprinkles aceents on the wltima throughe.
.out that language; or the peculiar indecision of American English’aboﬁt the
number of collective nouns (ruled singualr); or the anaco}antha accepted as
rhetoric in ‘the mos* subtle Attic ‘Greek. style, 1°tc that of Thueydides, Rules

. can be only prétentious, like the 19th century differentiaticn botween shall

- -

—

and will in the future, which never was observed by the "best" writers. Ard
useful ones, for marking out specific meaning, can so fai’ of enforcement
that the most arbitrary stylebock mst give way: as with proh1b¢u1ng me or
other pronoun objectives after it's; differentiating who from whom,iyet
.retaining when after prepositions; and, sadly, admlttlng hupefullv to all
levels of journalism, never miﬁd politics or business, as an absolute signi-
fying "It is hoped that." Levels.of usage for vocabulary in combination is
a ravionale which requires a coronllary of adept violation for a lively style,
much as rules about mixing up sentence aﬁd.paragraph lengths aad structures
require néglect when writers decide thay need rather to go by their fesling
for the inner rhythm of what they are thinking.- Grammai rules, then, depend
on hints from what'has een considered good writing, prejudices whlch accord
with the persona a writer is trying to make effective, the ambience of styles
listened to in hlu time, and the character of an individual writer's daring--
all to be jndged editorially by uhose who oversee writing communication,
whothcr theJ be teachers, the writers! peers,'office managers cr customers,
. Or a writer growing cut of servile irdtation toward becoming a master.
Grammatical rules and systens, accordingly, cannot ba abstract, rigid,
or systems except in the se ense of deliniters of a felt standard acquired from

considerable acquaintance with the English language.- This applies nore to

j 10
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English, I'think, than any other partly synthetic language; English!'s

syntacticism and an sxceptionally large and multi-based vocabulary permit
a great deal of "shimmer" around almost evary established element cf
stylistics.

To write a grammar, never mind a rhetoric, which has genuine, current
reference to English is to write documented descriptions of its features
in use~~very likely following an outline of Indo-European paradigms and
parts of Speech, as well as maJo* clasSifications of syntactic sentence
order (the familiar S,V,0) £ keep the learner aware of how rule-breakers
or anacolontha are to bé noted in their variations from prescrigyiona or
norms. Even "orescriptivist" grammar of the 18th oentnry_was often a
rationalist justification for Latinate authority or muoh-used new idiom,
Vithout a sense of tradition and rule, business English--andfgyé mey
deduce, its speech--was coniﬁsing in its outpourings of directions; so
much so that one gathers from the examples in Mary Brard!s history or in
manj examples of private corrispondence before Defoc and neo-classicism
that orly those who knew what the writers were going to wfite about undere
stood then.

Still, the rules of "standard" grammar need to be described, in all
their variat101s, rather than laid down, if they are to be understood as .

both living and effective. For this reason, I have found Lamgrecht's
-8

Crammatik der Englischen Sprache; as used in both East and West German
universities, to be the "truest" of foreign-written grammars of our
language {including Scheurweghs and Zandvoort) because the Heidelberg

syntaxist has made.au anthology of examples, mostly from 20th century

-

11 o ,,5
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Eritish fiction, %o answer specific Questions of Germaﬁs about, the idioma=
tic and accepted use of English on a fairly quhloblCated levels The |
most useful grammars for studcnts within English ave narrover, even

when they do sst wp a prescriptivist and stanc‘.ardiz.i:ag basis which will
aid students toward communicability and clarity. Even as freshnan

b
handbooks, like Sherican Baker's The Comolete Stylist, they slant and

lnnut their vsofulness by urging cevtain icicsyncracies of style which
may be accused of being too journalistic and temporal--like the precepts

of Copeland, Strvnk, Robert Penn Warren, or the Naw Yok Timas

I argﬁe: from knowledge of how grammay iorks, thav it is not loglcally
systematic or to be put into accord wiih any logical or psychological
medele Tt is a practice in which one has to take in*n account nany
variations of a charag&gz cowposed by historical, social, tonal and
aesthetic standards, These practices are guided in as much variation,
or confusion, of both se% rules end, possibly, neuly accepted phra 1sings
as verse has been, beyond rizid mechanics--even before the breakthrough

rrom meier ennouvnced £ om Ezra Found to Charles Olsen, und now dom;nant
10 ’

. in that arte A uriter takes cn exisiential respensibilitv when he

COMPOSES a éentence and rakes himself and his thought res onsible for
iv. Ji2 needs the d°1¢n¢te, Listorical. language to fashion cven if he
Ymakes it new" (as Rlio% and Pbynd eought to do with %ra il tion through
the individual telient). Uao draw_ froum the practice of the language as
it is fixed{ with some indeterminacy about which he mush male d\cls¢ons,

in hig owa time; - i% wonld be more imnoz zsible for lim to be diaclronic,

N

- 0o "universal," although he moy risk time's reversal for scme special

12



 =12-Existential Grammar Frank Merchant.

grammatical originality (if he ﬁants to establish an authority like that
- of the King James Bible). |

This existential responsibility for viable, effective communication
épplies to ord:.nary ‘business-of-the-world wr::;::ng as well as to the most
responsible speech. Control and basis for formulating statements (which
are, .or can be extended to, ideas) rest oil the accepted convén‘ﬁions of "
the idioma, the traditions of Indo-Europsan grammar we still ho_nor and
preserve in wrliting .and use to‘ speak outside our own mindis and social
cox;ners. Variations-l would often call them g_c_a_c_ll}_c_::r;:i_._o_g‘é:-;f the zccapted
'BAE (Edited American English)—-jéan be recogn:i.zied, as we >ang? "doun"
social levzls and/or "across" dialects from its stance. I am inclinod
to take lightly and querulsusly the concept of Black English in America |
outcide the (misnamnd) "ghettio" because I encounter so few Negroes who
cén handle it--probably because they lhaven'!t read Dillard ci the apparently
not-con‘tinuin.g texts diétribu‘had in i;o. In bbth fully integratced and
still dominantly Black colleges,the problem "dialeci” mocounterod is
most often cormposed ;>f pscudo~iiterary, outmuced mxtéc‘bical formalism,
aberrant coinages in the same vein {like llluminstionod), examples of .
the "hip" or harlemese in which the student outside the "ghetio" is noﬁ
Very sacure _a_p_}-mostly---*t-he #linshod, non-specific word usc, the illogical
and muddled werd--grouping, the misceuncelved soellings 4and folk etymologles,
the failure to moerk meaning by punchuabion, the hoedlozu and gobblaed rush
of sound which make an All-Amerisan Teenle, or Bop or Mixoff, as I have
piayed with classifying its variations. Of all dialects, this is the

most warthy of study by teachers; not that it will enablo them to

13
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communicate with their puplls any more than the y'lmow crowd does Wluh

‘ene another, but in the. future of education as acquaintance with tho

etlology of dlsease is useful to physzclans.

The wv1+ing of New Grammars has been comm1bt°d by persons aware
of the aids to clear uypre331on and to w;de recognition of verbal intent
which the 0ld Grammar has provided. T have not seen any litsrate students
or text-writers who have used only genersied structures and rule; for phase.
The conventions of the historical and "prescriptivel classificaticns~-parts
of speech, singulumw and plﬁraJ tenee”unjty end sequence, statemsnt marking
by finite wverbs uad an editorially arbitrary pune uuationnn.'“k asznge for
reading or fox more precisely required occasions of speech. The girl

instructor at Providence (R.I.) Cellege who, a few years ago in CCC

' argued that subjects and verbs may bo mixed, both singular and gﬂuwul,

- was advocatiog grammar ag a Jury rig as well as for less laler in Euglish

teaching., The conveniicns chould help us with complexities of statement,
acting as clarifiers of vhat we are and mosn by their discipline and
enabling us t5 conirol and seloct occasions when we want tomsay something
spécial; Command of the languago, the Courzil for Rasic Fducation proposes
in its latest Ceccasional P apﬂr (No. 23) is to be securad by teac hing

twelve yoars of effoctive use from accepied style in the richness of all
kinds of good writing, including literatura, together with inewlcation

ia that style throvgh wolting-=making cuve that all teachers (and, I

prasume texthook produccrs) are creating an effective eavivenment of
KR

oo —

languages

eeo¥e siould not allow in any clzsgroom teachers who lack a
maqterv of it. In their years of uCﬂOOllﬂ”, students p*ogress
far ’rom imitation through which theyr first learned English,
but they never complctely leavo inxta*lon behind. All teachers
teach language. -

14




~1ll-Existential Grammar ' : Frank Merchant

If, as Dr. Kenneth Oliver (Oncidental College) declared in that
pamphlet, “Grammer is what distinguishes a sentence from a list of words.
randomly ordered,® grammar makes sense by providing words with control
and slanf or tone or direction in content. Orelly, what has gone before
and what surrouwnds a'situation (even more ‘than words) supply a senienca's
missing verb or key to its intent. In writing, the field of the paragraphs
and their esszays does‘even more of the same bringing out of meaning; here
to the relations of words and their units we must add more particular re-
merking of grammatical signs like the remnants of English irflection and
the euﬁctuation‘whichiimitates in code or even intensifies speech emphasis,
or silence. Tﬁis sense of coh tent is to be learned from ezaﬁp]e--best
seen in writing and, admittedly, richest and most adaptable in ILtegﬂzgzg.
'Imaglnative expression of exnerlenCe and concepts in it does belp to guard
aaalnst scanted, guirky, false and temporarily fashionable wse of words in
studies, new or old, social or zeientific or linguistic, which seek too
arrogantly a logical positivism.

In expanding the base of accepted grammar, -I therefore suggest moving
from abstract or limited rules with examples, whether the latter be made
up or'}imited for textbooks, to consideration of structure and style,
showing pupils how English is written, both discursively and aesthetically,
outside haedbooks. This gives grammar teachers the Jjob of renewing-=~or,
if they use them, amending, Jjudzing controlling those anthologies; Admittedly,

the traditional Reed-Kellogg sentence analysis made dead sentences, like
‘ thozs term apart, rephased, dissected into kernels by the Transformationalists.

I prefer seoing the sentence as an action or operation, examining it while

15
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'sti_J:'l., moving ;live, not as a cut-up laboratory animal. At nost, I would
wfite independent clauses out in one long ;ine for each, marking their
two or three major parts (S; V;-0 or PN, PA), circling phrase and sube
ordinate ciause units and demonstrating their functions by arrows point-
ing at the majorqumponents. Paragraphs, as some of ﬁhe New Grammarians
have realized, are important as the way we organize:?ost of ou; eﬁpression
beyopd‘stutter or command, It is more impoftant to mark the forces in
their field by arrows indicating what supports or fills out and double
arrowvs p&inting to conclusions and related transitions. In "real writingn,
single topic sentences may not even bc wanted (as in rousing narrative
and description). A good many esteemed essayists and article writers
can be shown to have written double-ended or two-topic paragraphs in
tension, in a manner transcehding the’sémplistic, "lead sentence" or |
"surmary-topic" paragrach which we expect our more skilled, mature learners
of language to pass beyond. Aﬁd, at some grade, writing teachers need
to show their charges that "real writurs" seldom plan their paragraphs
around topics, but use the typograshical érrangement as a "breath in
thought," whose connectedness may be best expressed as inferential and
supra-logical.

This is further description of the language which makes our culture
as non-rigid and not to be studied in abstrsct terms or diagrams which
do not accord with it. It denies gramﬁar's value as ; system in itself,
but rather as an aid to making a Judgment about expressive, often tra- .
ditionally ordered variables. It asserts that tha grammar teécher can
offer ua‘neither interest nor use without being more a writer, in practice

-

and example, for the endé of composition.
#=
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~ FExjstential Grarmar for Composition

-1-*Why Johnny Can't Write," Newsweek (Dec. 8, 1975), 58-65, credited -to ..
"Merrill Sheils with burzau reports." This plece started with the
March, 1775 HFW Dept. report -6i a decline in reading skills since 1965
and the Uollege Entra ce Exam Beard's forming in November, 1975 a panel |
to study the 12-yesr long decline in SAT scores, particularly in vercal

. skills, , ' o
My clipping Iile reveals this anthology of stories on the recog-

nition of national educational failure and this protest against it:
"Mother upset/son graduated, tut can't read" (AP-San Francisco; Louisville
Courier journal 12-8-7h4); "Teachers say: ‘'Amen! Amen! Amen!?!“leading
three latters from readers in favor of "formal English" (CJ 6.-21-75);
"Semi-literate freshmen," letter agreeing with those letters (CJ 7-3-75);
"How about a Reading Corps," Joseph H. Blatchford of los Angeles Times
Service on revelation of 26-million American illiterates, an article in
the background of the preceding comments (CJ 8-6-73); "Gollege!Board test~
scores drop" (AP-New York; CJ 9-7-73); "Educator wants/ years'in college,/
high school cut," AP-Washington, in which a former U.S. education ccmmiss-
iorer blamed TV (CJ 10-9-75); "High School/Reading Test/ScoreslUp," : g
indicating functional literacy depends on socio-economic backgroéund, (AP-
Washington; Knoxville News-Sentinel 9-9-75);  "Panel to probe declinc/
in College Board scores" (AP-New York; CJ 10-29-75); "Teen-agers!
writing ability/has declined, test indicates," John Matthews of Wash-
ington Star service (CJ 11-18-75); "College Boards/to add test for
writing," Gene I. Maeroff of N.Y. Times News Service in a sbtory which
has been bobbing up for years--like the much older one about ‘the con-
troversy of "ain't" (CJ 2-1-78). -

-2-Consideration of whether Corbeit is defending CCC's nmuch-criticized

"no standard English" program belongs to another paper which would
include my observation of CCC members! adverse reaction to it at the

St. Louis convention of March, 1975. Corbett was editor of the Fall,
197k Special Issue of CCC, Students' Right to Their Own Languege, but
the issue was attributed to a 3special committee, to back up a resolution
in repudiation since the Fall.of 1971.

2

-3-Se2 p. 53, on "C. U, Relating Transformational Gramaar to the Teaching
of Writing" in Minneapolis 72, program of the 62nd Annual Meeting of
WCTE, Nov. 23-25, Ezor and Lane's repudiation of transformational tech-
niques was joined by John C. Mellon (then of Boston University), the
announced opponent of Enola Borgh (U. of Wisconsin-ifilwaukes) st the
flove 25 "Dialogue." My typescript samozdat "shotgun" attack was copied
and distributed, mostly in Southeastern Kentucky in Cctober, 1975, -

~l-Zatin hortus may have led, according to the Grimm formulas, to English
garden; but Horatius did not give us anything like Gordie or George,
which were descended without “transforms" from a Greek oot Yo -
indicating farmer. !
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BtisSantial Cramma»

.
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. =5-"Iibrary Advance Information Sheet" from the Cambridge University Press"

"dated "December 1975" and apparently sent from CUB's New York office,
since the price given for Robinson's book is "$13.95.M

-6-See Martin Grobjohn, The Voice of the Symbol (NY: Dell-Delta, 1973,
reprinted from the 1971 Mara Book). Groddeck's belief in the free
creative force of language in children and literary classics is eited
on p. 128. Use of grarmatical "rational thinking" while "The symbol.
oreserves (or orepares) mastery over thought, ideas, emotion" and
the use of words for "possessive mastery" rather than mecre reference are
described, pp. 161-16) ff. -

~7-I find modern literary criticism's search for the broad and deep meanings
and more, discoveries, in language art's creation exemplified in Gecffrey
N. Hartman (Yale), Beyond Formalism, Literary Essays 1958-1970 (New Haven
and London: Yale U.P., 1970). Note particularly his noting the effect
of the "trespass" of the mythical word, even though the classics may seem
to have lost "their power to be models for communal behavior," . pp. 8-9,
23-L. See also Hartman's statement of the role of consciousness, uttered
language, as middlc term more than both the mysterious subconscious and
itself, pp. 301-303, '

~8-Adolf Lamprecht, Grammatik der englischen Sprache (Berlin: Volk u. Wissen
Volkseigener Verlag, 1970). This is an enlargement of the origzinal, 1656
edition, continuing to seek the -Systemcharakter of English by further
citation of 23 British writers and Ernest Hemingway, as well as 35 con-
siderations of English and its teaching, from the United States, England
and Europe. Significantly, notice how Lamprecht's descrintion comes
closer to dealing with what the nreposition is, from its use and a brave
categorization of the idioms of ths nine most important prepositions
(pp. 309-330)~-a topic whose diffinulties are parsed over with general
definitions in other writers, as by Barbara Sirung in England recently
(Modern English Structure, Second Edition, New York: St. Martin's Press,
1968~-2nd edition of 1968 work): pp. 192-19L, describing the nature of
prepositions and differentiating them from adverbs. The vse of specific
prepositions in their circumstances is rot taught in Eng1§§H~speaking'
schools and has little handbook aid I know of since the Odyssey Press
textbook went out of print, a generation ago.

=9--Sheridan Baker, The Complete Stylist and Handbook (NY: Thomas Y. Crowell
Co., 1976) is the current,"combination and revision of 1966 and 1972 bocks.
Baker, in his Preface, aniidunces he has out together a rhetoric to get
students to write as he wants them to, with reinforecing materials on
contemoorary usage: Hote that he avoids the idioms of prepositicns (see
my footnote 8) in five lines on p. 367 and that his lively definiticns
and prescriptions follow Copeland and Strunk's tradition of a limiting
idiosyncrasy, as in "The Healthy English Sentence," on reference and
consistency (pp. LOO-LO1). -

-IO-MuéB.which can be applied to variation in grammar from a consideration
of poetic technique (poetry was the first literature) has been gatharc

~
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~-C-Footnotes f . - Fraﬂquérchant
Existential Gramiar i

in The Poetics of:the New American Poetry, edited by Donald Allen &
Warren Tallman (NY: Grove Press, Evergreen Original E<609, 1973).
See how the specualtions of Ernest. Fenellosa do point to the trans-
logic of language (pp. 29-;32), never minéd how right he may be about
the Chinese ideogram. Scse Pound's "Credo™ (pp. 37-U43) for a relation
of prosody to conventions of grammar; and Olson on field for the form
of poetry (and linguistic exoression), (pp. 147-153); making the

- relations in an exoression--by tone or feeling--a determining principle.

-11-Kenneth Oliver, A Sound Curriculum In Erglish Grammar: Gujdelines for
Teachers and Parents (Washington, D.C.: OCouncil for Basic Education.-
Occasional Papers Number Twenty-Three), p. 42 in conclusion. The next
CBE quotation is for page 9 and an inside-~the-cover summary.,
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