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ABSTIRACT
This student book, one in a series of civic =2ducation

focuses on white ethn*c groups and how they influence the
operation of thsz American political system. The othnlc groups which
are investigatsd includs Poles, Irish, Italians, and Jews. An ethnic
person is defined as anyone who decides to identify with and live
among those who share the same immigran* memories and values. Ethnic
origin, ethnic loyalties, and ethnic considerations play an important
role in the political process of the United States. A separate
chapter focuses on each of *he four minority groups and its role in
the process of American politics. Jews, labeled as the shaken
liberals, have historically been staunch supporters of the libesral
tradition as a urnified voter block, but apparent conservative trenis
are showing as a reaction to radical liberalism and its support of
the Arab rations. The Irish built and dominated political
organizations, known as machines, in several cities and their
predominance in city politics continues today. Italians were rather
slow in get+tting into politics, but in general Italians are
politically conservative, strong 2merican patriots, disunited duz to
internal identity conflicts, and assimilating rapidly into U.S.
sociely. Truly a silent majority group, Poles have been inactive as
an ethnic group, but thzy indicate recent growth in ethnic identity
and pride. (Author/ND)
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INTRODUCTION

Tis = the It unit 1 o series of civie education materinls published by the
oo and Chuarles P Schwartz Citivenship Project.

[n weeping with the basic objectives of the new curriculum and vitizenship,
s it Tocuses onoone specific aspect of the operation of the American system of
Sovernnient,

Winte eihnic groups, especially the larger ones, the Poles, the lrisn, the
Ladians and the Jews have influenced and still influence the American political pro-
vess i onuny wavs. How these influences operate in the American political system
I= the basic subject matter of this unit.,

Literature on the subject of ethnicity and especially on the white ethnic groups

i America s scarce, We hope that this unit, in some measure, will fill the gap.

. Mark M. Krug
Professor of Education in History
Director, Schwartz Citizenship Project



PREFNCE

News iten:s and stories about the white ethnic groups. the btalinns, the Poles,
e Iristoand others, are now appearing in newspapers and magasines with
HOreasing frequency. A\ tople that seems to have been shunned by the news medii,
faotelevision, and b the moovies, is crmerging as newsworthy and relevant. 'Fhe pub-
oserins tawant to snow ahout the halians, the Poles, the Jews, and other white
cILANUS T our conntry,

Ficre are scveral rather complex reasons for this awakened interest in oth-
erinoand ethnic sroupns, Whatever the reasons. it would seem only proper and
il Yo our Aociety, and especially its scholurs, to turn its attention to the white
ciiinie conorities, who roughly comprise a fifth of the American population, This
Tranre does notanclude the 20 miltion blacks and many millions of Spanish Americans.
Orirdiscussion will be confined to the major white ethnic groups who comprise about
s0otion peoale,

The st population census uscertained that 34 million Americans or 19 per
vent of ihe totud vopuaition were of Uforeign stock.' The Census Bureau defines
Clorcign stock” a3 coming from a foreign country, or with at least one foreign born
purent.” In addition, millions of ethnics in America, so defined by themselves and
Dioesnwrs, are second or even third generation Americans. Over 600 foreign news-
pupers are publisieed in the United States with a total readership of over 3,000,000.
Handreds of rudin siutions have foreign language programs, and an estimated one
million chiidren ationd schools operated by various ethnic groups. Several million
ethnics belong te etanie organizations like the Polish National Alliance, the German-
Vinerican Notional Yengress, the Ancient Order of Iibernians. the American Jewish
Corernittee, the Czechoslovak Society of America, the Sons of Italy, and many others,

Even o supertficial inquiry into the history of immigration into the United States.
anunalysis of the present political and social structure of our country, and even a
cursory jood at the operation of our political svstem, would easily lead to a conclu-~

slon that the vurious ethnic groups, with their special ideological outlooks and voting
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prelerences, consEhinte one of the snost posertal Sactors a the e riens societs and
ain oolires Y e e wnesy redative !y hitte about this =abject,
[ty be wize to reconsider a rather widely held view, that the ctinic groups
B Minerron are aopassing phoenomenon to be soon absorbed in the American melting
sots Notiing could be further from the truth, There is strong evidence that most of
deoethnio growns are strong, thriving, and are here to stav, at least for the foresee-

ihle futere, b thids is so, then it s time to start talking,

writing and teaching about
the forootien ethuies in Amerien, not to apotogize for their existence and tenacity with
witen then seep their rdentity, but to try 1o understand their problems, hopes, and
Aasoirations.

Muany seholars long ago predicted that white ethnies will disappear from Ameri-
von bites lors now clear that predictions about the disappearance of ethnic groups in
Linericiswere, at feast, premuture. Lthnicite or immigrant group consciousness has
Droven to nave aogreat vitalite and oo remarkable tenacity for survival, Ethnic groups

Jd etnnles are very much in evidence in almost every facet of American life, especial-

s

moontterns of residence, in voting patterns. and in their response to the racial crisis
i large urban centers. The rote and influence of ethnic groups in politics is most prom-
pent. I fact, it s evident that the deepening of the crisis in black and white relations
served to revive and strengthen the ethnic identities of [talians, Greeks, Poles, .Je\.vs.
e, ’.J,"::u 1'c:_t1i;t;1tioxl that their parents and grandparents were not accorded a cordial
weloome or given much assistance by the dominant American society, and that the ad-
vieicement, cconomic, social and political of the ethnic groups, has often been achieved
in spite of obstacles put in their wav, mav have also contributed to the conscious or sub-
conscious determination of the children of immigrants to keep their ties to their respec-
tive ethnic groupings.

This is not to =axr that all chitdren and grandchildren of immigrants are ethnics,
v rman be nelptul to first define the term ethnic,  As a working definition, we would
e sgoan ethnic any one who, for whatever reason, decides to identify with and live
amone those wio share the same inmmigrant memories and values. Obviously, millions
o Yimericans, including millions of sons and grandchildren of immigrants, do not pay
v atteniion Lo their ethnice originsg.  Many of them married outside their etinic group
and their children do not consider ethnic origins in their plans for matrimony. They

loos npoen thensselves and are just Americans.” But to about forty million Americans,

6
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iR T e on Sedins to be very amiportant, They choonse 1o Hive dunong othnics of

oany =St on their ehildren mareving within the aroup, and many

Lothrough supplementary schools and =unnmer camps, to instill in their

crthdren aoanowjedee of and A love for their particular cultural bhackground,

Wonile 2o O

!

Prdentifications and dthachments have somoewhat weakened, an

S raiion oo hich i would not eate

erowhether aoman or a wonian was of Anglo-

it or Polish origin, has not as vet cmerged. Mthnic origin does mat-

i teany chitdren and vrandehildren of immigrants think of themselves and are
comvAndered o athiers as aelonging to various ethnic groups.  America is o united nation,
recosnioablie s s, st deep bonds of patriotism and strong common cultural ties
PR TRs T s iy s not of the meliing pot variety, but rather o unity in diver-
Lo oo Smgle areas s ethnicity and cthnic origin as important as in American
aiiteR mic origing, vithnice Jovalties and ethnic considerations play a very important
rode n the volitical process of this country.,
[

Hoisourious to read today the sentiments of President Theodore Roosevelt on the
Sungect ol ethnie voting, Inan address before the Knights of Columbus in 1915, entitled

A
.

oo rieanisn., o lloosevelt sald:

For on American citizen to vote, as o German-American, an Irish-American,
o an bBnglish-Armcerican, is to be a tr - or to American institutions: and those
eohenated Ariericans who terrorize \meric n politicians by threats of the
foreign vote are engaged intreason to the American republic.”
In spite of these strong convictions of President Roosevelt, millions of Americans
sinee 115 voted according to their ethnie lovalties, and more millions of Irish, Italians,
decss and other minorities, have nressured and still pressure politicians to support their
particular causes. America has learned to Hve with and accept ethnic loyalties and alle-
Srances, o3 long as the same do not interfere with the hasic loyalty to America.

ine nnalvsis of election results in Presidential, Congressional or local elections.
feaves ont the ethinie factor is incomplete and distorted, Our focus in the discus-
Sstonod e white ethnic groups in the United States will be on their role in the process
o Aerican nolitics.

-ill-
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CHAPTER 1
THE JEWS--THE SHARKEN LIBERALS

[t is not casy to generalize about the five ana a half million Jews m America.

Most genevalizations about Jews turn out to be partly true and partly false. For in-
stance, there 1s no doubt that American Poles are generally considered an ethnic and
not 4 religious community (in spite of the fact that the Poles are overwhelmingly Ro-

man Catholices) but Jews are often grouped with the Protestants and Catholics as one
of the thiree religious communities in the United States. But if religion is the identi-
fving criterion, then what about the two million Jews who have no religious affiliation,

or the substantial number of Jews who acknowledge their membership in the Jewish

community, but profess to be agnostics or atheists? Obviously, Jews are more than
areligious community,

While accurate statistics are not available, it is estimated that over two million

Jews out of five and a half million belong either to a Jewish communal, fraternal, Zi-
onist or charitable organization.

This is a much higher percentage of affiliation than
that tfound in other ethnic groups.

Only ten per cent of Poles belong to any Polish-
American organization and the ratio is even smaller among the Irish and the Italians.

guage

While Jews have assimilated culturally in the dominant society, by adopting its lan-
and mores, most of them seem to be determined to preserve their distinct cul-
tural or religious values. The goal of total assimilation has little support in the Jew-

ish community and intermarriage, while on the rise, is frowned upon by the older gen-
eration.

Jewish Voting Preferences

In no other area is the distinctive character of Jewish ethnicity more evident than
in the areu of politics and voting preferences.

Jews have historically been the staunch-
est supporters of the liberal tradition in America.

The country may be moving to the
right, as some assert, but the Jews, with some notuble exceptions, are still ocverwhelm-

O
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el o tne side o theradism, T view of The growsing lensions inoour <ocjety ths
Doreo ol beenl s s position to o neaentadn for oo relativels smadl ethnie 2roup, Never

SV Tne taE ot o onr conntey e there been soomueh open discussion of ethnierty cind

viine sloc soting e o the period which preceded the 1070 Congressional eleations,

Severat opiion noibs conducted before the 1970 elections, provided somme en-

Drorenming Arati=tie=. 0 O October 20, e New York Times announced the results of

Neww Yo state sonde poll conducted b the New York Pimes and the Yankolevieh Sur-

censoraanication. heothie oubernatoricd race between Governor Nelson Rockefeller, the
Bonatdic e candidare, tmd Arthur Goidberg, the Demoucratic eandidate, the survey

Do diferences canong e respondents who identified themselves as Halian

~Anerreans and dew s b intv-tiree per centt o Italians expressed o preference for
Boceteiie cd LT oy Goldberg, wiile 8™ o Jews satd they intended 1o vote tor
Goddoeras wrade T b were for Rockereller, Over 507 of polled Halians said they
coere enrotled Devnvocrats,

More mmportantiy, 507 of Jdews polled described themselves as liberals,” 27%

i i were oderates | oand T of the Jdews gave President Nixon oonegitive job

The New Yook Tihmes sumimuarized the conclusions for the poll in these words:

A statewide survey of voter attitudes indicates that New York politicians are
essentindly correct in viewing state clections in terms of ethnic groups - with
aoragority of Irish and Italian Roman Citholics on one side and a majority of
Jews and non wiites on the other.”

e constaney of the liberal convictions of American Jews can be judged when
o recadls that o 1954 o similar question was asked by ‘he Gallup Poll cencerning
heactivities of Scenator Joseph MceCarthy.  That poll disclosed that 38% of Cathoiics
Lad o favorable opinion of MeCarthy, and 407% of Protestants supported him, but only
157 o Jews expressed approval of the Wisconsin Senator,  An overwhelming majority
nrine Jews polied voiced strong opposition to the powerful Senator and the tactics he
craploved to fight alleged communist influences in the Federal Government.

[n recent vears ihere have been about fifteen Jewish Congressmen in the House
ol Depresentitives and either one or two Jewish Senators.  All Jewish Congressmen
are considered iiberals as far as their voting record on foreign and domestic issues
iz considered. At this writing there are two Jewish Senators, Jacob Javits of New

York and Abrabiom Rubicof! of Connecticut,  Both Javits, a Republican, and Rubicoflf,

10
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oo Perecra s e hiberats ond eir voting records ave almost identicil on hoth for -
CL i o e s Ie e s e s,

Lo vere sneh oo thine as o1 Ldewish voting bloe™ Do dews vote for Jdewish coandi-
et e e rs Lo the e questions are as comples s are the Jewish voting pudt -
Tert e s o mlel sote Tor o Jdewish o candidate i he is oonoa ticket, provided

Ped nneral o donrestic issues, an onternationalist and dovish in Yorcvien aftuirs,
o anti conser ot ives ) hoewhs, orasolationdists, and in recent yoears they would un-

pected D petiEe to vore Tor s eandidate v ho was not in favor of American support tor
foreelo e nrerer o ote for o Democrat, although, as in the cases of Senator

P T New Yors or Semator Case of New Jersoey, they vote tor a Republican who
ce v en itaeral and ton advocate of peace and international cooperation,  There
et nus won e Jdewish constituenesy 1o regect aJewish candidate who is o con-
et enen i id conservative, when the alternative is o Gentile liberal, let's
s Tornstuaee . ot the 20th Congressional district which includes the West Side of
Shaniatnin cukd part of the Brons. The population is about 40% Jewish, 307 Irish, and
200 biaew, dnthe 19T0 election, William 17, Hyan, the Democeratic Congressman,
v obposed b Witk Goldstein, o Jewish Tnwver. Ryvan is one of the most out -
poen heralsan the House and o consistent critic of the Vietnam War., During the
Counpiidn e soose sigorously against the war, bluming Vietnam for the problems of
arivie. student unresy, and inflation, Goldstein accused Ryan of appeasement of the
communists, declared himself a supporter of Nixon on forcign and domestic issues,
find Saddbthat he fuvored the so-called "no knock” erime bill which Congressman Ryan
opposcd. Hyan was re-elected by an overwhelming majority.  His office estimated
Lt be recedved 807 of the Jewish vote in the district. This pattern of Jewish voters
ditowning aJewish candidate and supporting a liberal non-Jewish opponent has been
fotlowed consistently by American Jdews.

dames Yatfe, in his perceptive volume The American Jews, writes that "ews

nride therselves on their individuaiism. on the independence of their opinions. vet
their politicad oehavior can be predicted more easily than that of any other ethnic

aroun in America, There definitely is a Jewish vote." Vaffe could also have added
teat Jdewisi voting patterns are subject to certain rather casily discernible rules.
1

dens vote for liberals and not for conservatives, thev vote for internationalists and

nos for asolutionists, and they have a marked predilection tfor the well educated nd

11



cllevtaat cochoada, e deepls pnoedded ot preterences of

Lot

cnndewss nere oot Calontad Vineriea, The smadl dewish connnunity con-
eted Dovoels cn Portngnese and Spanisn Jews, They were not welconse i the Pari-
Densdroted Nes Waortds e Paratans believed that Jdews were dispersed all over
e shete s s oani=hent and Ctestimons tor thernr regection of Jesus as the Son of
Coonde Ires alao e lieved rhat Jew s wonld soon convert to Christianity and await with
oern the conning of e Mitlenndnn, Cotton Mather o ed fervently for the conver -
ececs s On bl TO0 tann s Ahahier ictuded this praver in bis sermon:

Frasodoan Trorn the dust wnere [lay prostrate, betfore the Lord, Flifted up my
crivss lar the conversion of the Jewish Notion and for my own having the hap-
plness, i Sone tinee or another, to haptize aJew, that should be my ministry,”

Pror Aliteer was dae for oo disappointmient because very few Jews converted. While

Luedeplored e ish stubbornness, he publich opposed the perseoution of Jeows,

The tfiest siveable Jewish nnmigration caane to America from Germany in the
Poin'=, deews ettt Farope during the collapse of the liberal revolutions in the 1830's
s especially e Wevolution of 15450 Some Jews came in the same large wave of
Goreoan remdgration of the =o-colled Fortv-llighters. i3ut on the whole, Jews came
o Armerica ftor ceonomic and political reasonsg, A few of them were artisans. but
mostvere simall merchants and some vrofessionals.  On the whole they were a well
colicated cronp of immigrants and since they were politically liberal, thev found
Amvrican democracy very atiractive.  What they prized most were the opportunities
Tor ceonomic advancement and individual enterprisc,

deevs setiled in New Yors, Chicago and Philadelphia, and in many smaller cities
med towns. bl temples and established schools with German as the language of in-
stenetion. Their Jinancial success was remarkable, Many of them started as ped-
diers, iraveiling ceross the bind and then settling in the city of their choice. Many
of the rnost famous depirtnent stores of today, Altman's, Marcus-Neiman's, NMacy's
and Bloomingdale's were tounded by these German-Jewish peddlers.  Banking housces
-.*.(:rvc Founded e the Senitts, Warburgs, Kuhns, loebs, Seligmans and l.ehmans, Be-
veoeen 1840 and 1500, the Jewish population rose from 15,000 to nearly a quarter of o

million,

-
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des, e nervied preceding the Civil War were Democrats, and they tormed

porteriil aroun e Nes York's madn political organization, Tanumany Hall,  After
the breconn ol the Demcoratic Party which resulted from the passage of the Kansas

[N

Nebrasias Yot of TEN, and the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, Northorn Jews

setvned Snedr alleginnees to the new Republican Party founded by obraham Lincoln,

wrs, The issue which brought then: 1o the

Wiltion Seward and
Heowodbiean Pars sas opposidion to slavery.  Since the slavery ot the Jews in Fpvpt
atediv o condeimned in the Old Testenent and since Jews have for centurics
colecrnted Pussover to commemornie their redemption froa slhivery into freedom,

to become ardent supporters of Lincoln and of the ¢mancipn-

P oos nntaral for oo

b edditton, Lincoln's repudiation of the Know-Nothing Pariy and its

tion S0 13

o HLooanti-Catiolie and anti=Jdewish views endeared him to the Jews, Generally
P renadned faithiud to the Reoublican Party until the Presidency of Woodrow Wil -
~oon theen e, o T2 when Woodrow Witson became the candiditte of the Demo-
Croaatie i or the Presidency, Jdews switched o the Democrats and became a con-

cerases toree i Democratic Party and in national politics.

peeteeen bano and 1010 over three miilion Jews came to America, mostly from
broes gt s todey Poland and Crechosiovakin,  This woas o mass tmmigration
croddin changed the nuture and characier of the Jewish cormnmunity in America.
cootsnonandaranis cansie to the United States from the cities and towns of Russia,

wiactetnes ed dn restricted arcas and where governmental regulations forced them
Uenaeie o civelinood as peddlers, artsans and small merchants.  Their mass flight

Teens Besspeand Poland e o flight from poverty and oppression.  Most of the intel-
doctors, rournaiists and writers, were socialists or Zionists

Loclinis, the o engimeers,

e oppression and persecution of Crzarist secret police. Lo these mil-

N vl o

dons el e isnonomigrants s Americn was a land of freedom and opportunity. They
Devens Amerten, ahich was ey drewn and the hope of their life in the wretehed
soeticen or tounstins i Burence. Armericn was for oihe Jewish immigrants a "'Gold-

Hre, oV Goodden Tand, onaven of refuge, a country of freedom and opportu-
aoerer cenvirtes of wandering and oppression across Furope and other continents.
S laeadivainaes o Anericn, Jewish immigrants differed considerably from the
titnde oD nnny other innnigrant groups,

Cuire oo Polishoind Dadian innnigrants, Jdews came 1o Americn to stay. They

13



2ad nointention of accumulating some oney ond returning to their native villages
wrovities i the Ofd Country. They nad no sentimental nestalgic feelings about the
places they came rom. On the contrary, they wanted to forget them as soon as
possible and were determined to hecore merican citizens as soon ag the law
a religious good deed, almost a

woutd adbows Amonyg Jews iU was o Srevah,

ceticiows commmandment, o become o citizen as quickly as the faw would allow and

o ote i elections, Sinee they were jiterate they had little difficulty in meeting the

legal requirernents for citiqenship,

Tnere were many similarities between the niasses of Jewish immigrants and
antz ror Poland and Southern Italy, but important differences must
dEo e noted, Jews were as bewilderced by the new American environment and suf-
fvred asomuch of g ocalture-shocek as e Poles and latians, but they had one impor -
Uint acviatage. They bad had centuries of experience in adjusting to new environ-

ents, nes endtures and new governments. They had learned by experience how to

drerong the Russians, the Poles and the Lithuanians, and still remain a separate
entive, Thew Bnew that they were, by their own decision and the will o” the majority

popubation, not Russiuns, Poles, or Lithuanians, but Jews. In fact, they neither
particiiariy ovanted or were given the rights of citizenship in the countries of their

citarion. Forothe Jdews, the oo ceptance of 2 new government and an adjustment to

widien socters presented much less difficalty than for the Polish or Italian immi-
Srantss Jews had secumulated wogreat deal of experience on how to respond to hostil-

o diserimination and were prepared to cope with the same phenomena in America.

Infaet, they were experts in survival ina hostile environment.  They knew how to ig-
o occasional anti-semitisme and nativist propaganda and they fully appreciated the

e,
u

Trecdon and opportunities offered by the new country.  Theyv welcomed the pluralistic

poatare of Americn and rejoiced inits proclaimed egalitarianism and gladly disrcgard-
cior dhscounted the ridicule and animosity thev sometimes encountered.
“for adhering to the principle of separation

Jens onere graterul to e ey countr

: wEsia where the Orthodox Church was almost identical with

Groconrenoand State, In i

e State and oo Pobaoad where Polish nationalism and Polish Roman Catholicism were

wanel together, Jews were subject to repeated denigration by the power-

Derinsically
The

nulostane suy

L

maorted cnurches and to persecntion by official government bodies.

! class distinctions in America made it casier for Jews to make their way

Paey o clear
14
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upwiard in the new society,  The division between the landed gentry and the peas-
ants, the "muziks,” torced the Jews in Russia to act as intermediary between these
o gronns withs the consequence that they became the scapegoats of both the big
Purdowners and the oppressed peasants whenever an ¢ conomic depression or a polit-
tead erisis occurred.

Mozt dewish ipimigrants were artisans and small merchants.  Some were fac-

Borsovworsers trom the textile centers like lodz or Bialvstok. Jewish immigration
tiso included intetlectuals, writers, doctors., lawyers, journalists, actors and stu-
denis Trom Russian universities, many of whom were involved in revolutionary ac-
theities. Ingeneral. this was a semi-skilled and a literate immigration. \When the
borents themselves lacked an education, or where their own education was limited
e tiebrew stadies, they more than made up for it by their zeal and deltermination to
dtoe s eollege education to their children. Passion for learning and a deep belief
it edication was the best read to advancement in life was, probably, the most im-
portant single characteristic of this new massive Jowish immigration to :\merica.
s dedication to learning and appreciation of knowle:ige were the direct consequence
of generations of Jews who preserved their identity in many lands of dispersion by
inzigiing that their ablest voung men dedicate their lives to the study of the Torah
and the Tainwd,  The public schools and the public school teachers have always en-
doved and stll do, the strong support of the Jewish community. .Jews feel a debt,
Ldeep aratitude to the public school syvstem and to the free universities, like the
Cit. College of New York, for the opportunities they have offered to their sons and
griandsons,

‘he magority of the new immigrants drifted into the clothing trade. Jewish

bnrnigrants,” writes Moses Rischin, in The Promised City,"separated by religious

proscriptions, customs and language from the surrounding city. found a place in

Lo clothing industrs where the initial shock of contact with a bewildering world was
termpered by a familiar milieu.’ Other Jews found Jobs in another industry, familiar
to thern from Russia and Poland--cigar making. It was in the clothing industry that
Juews were destined to make a lasting contribution to the American Trade Gnion
rosersent through the organization of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America
and the Insernational ladies Garment Workers Union. After an initial period of bit-

ter sirikes, collective bargaining and mediation of disputes became the established

—
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oractives i the clothing indust. which were then widely imitated in other indus-
tries,  Significantly, since the bosses were Jdewish and most of the workers were
Jewisti, the owners of clothing factories were subject to very etffective pressure
frore the generally Hberal Jewish community which svmpathived with the demands
ol workers for ativing wape and Tor adeguate and safe working conditions,

It took the Joew=, and especially the over one mitilion Jews who settied in the
Fower Bast Side and in Central Harleno of New York, little time to beconme a power -

:
LU actor in the volitics of New Yors City and the state. As we said, Jews were
overwnelniingty Reopublicans,  Thelr pacticular favorite was Theodore Roosevelt,
Hoozevelt endeared niimselt to Jdews when hie served as the head of the New York
ity Board of Police and then as Governor of the State. e made no secret of his
Tricndship with many Joews and when TOR, became President he aopointed QOscar
Straiss to become the irst Jdew 1o serve in the Cabinet as Secretary of Commerce
d babor, Jews were also deepls grateful to President Roosevelt for his vigorous

condernnnation of the perscecution of Jews by the Czarisi governments.

The sttt from the Republican to the Democratic Party came in 1912 when Wood-

ros Wilson ran en the Democratic ticket., Wilson was almost irresistably attractive
oo dewishovoters, vas a liberal whose record as Governor of New Jersey includ-
ed laws previding ecompensaiion for the unemployved, and strict regulations governing
the abhor of womaen and children. Woodrow Wilson was a known internationalist and
very suportantly be was an intellectual, a distinguished political science professor,
and o former President of Princeton University,  All in all, an answer to the Jewish

fctiead tmage of a political teader,

Sources of Jewish Liberalism

I ey he usetul here to explain the Jewish steadfast adherence to political lib-
cralisny and to social weltare legislation.,  Throughout their wanderings in various
ads of the Diaspora, Jews learned an important lesson. They saw a direct corre-
totion tetween the conservative and reactionary regimes and anti-semitism and re-
oression, Contrarywise, their tong experience has shown that they lived in relative
security and praospered in countries ruled by liberal governments. Crarist Russia,

with the Pale of Settlement, the rampant anti-semitism, the ritual blood murder

trinds and 1the pograms, was 4 classic exomple of how an unenlightened reactionary
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regime treated the Jews within its borders. Periods of relaxation in political re-
pression, lollered by liberal reforms like that whici: came after the Revolution in
Russin in 1900, alwayvs brough® an improvement in the lot of the Jews.

dews rememberced that their brethren lived in relative freedom under the long
ruie of Emperor I'ranz Joseph of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, which was a
coustitutional monarchy with a fairly enlightened government. Dictatorships, mili-
Liryountas, states which had an established religion, and governments which were
oblivious to the poverty and sufferings of the under-privileged, have proven to be
bad risks for Jews throughout their long history. Those lessons have not been for-
gotten by Jdews until this day.

Responsibility for the plight of the poor, for the widows and orphans, has been
pirt of the Jewish tradition. It was a logical consequence of the emphasis in Jew-
ish reiigion on this worldliness. Since the promise of immortality plays a relative-
vominor role in Jewish religious thinking, the right of every person to a good life
on his earth becomes paramount. Deuteronomy 15, Verse 7, states:

It there be among you a poor man of one of the brethren within any of the
gates in thy land which the I.ord God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine
heurt, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother."

The Bible contains specitic weifare legislation. All debts were cancelled every
seventh vear, so that ‘he poor could get a new start toward economic advancement.
Every fiftieth vear was to be proclaimed a Year of Jubilee, when all land reverted
to the original owners. Every man was, under this law, allowed to return to his
ancesgtral home.,

l.andowners were enjoined to leave a part of their fields at harvest time as a
“peah’ or a corner to he harvested by the poor of the community. The rabbis of the"
Tulmud later specified the size of the ''peah’ and made it clear that on that part of
the owners' property the poor were to gather the crop as of right and not as charity.
The Book of Ruth describes the workings of another part of welfare legislation under
which the poor were allowed to follow the harvesters and gather the sheaves of wheat
whicn the scythes did not cut.

The Prophets, especially Amos and Isaiah, castigated greedy large landowners
wiho dispossessed destitute peasants from their land and who exploited the poor and

neglected the widows and orphans. Amos cried out against the fat women of Samaria
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who were Hving in luxury while the poor suffered. He urged of his brethren, "Jus-
tice, Justice Thou sShaltl Pursue.”

Bolstered by the Biblical laws and the admonitions of the Prophets, the poor
ol Israel have, from the earliest period of their history, considered it their right
toobe tasen care of by their convmunity. Significantly, the word charity in Hebrew,
CTedakan,” comes from the word CTredek which means Jdustice, Thus. ,Q,ivi.n;_{
chnrity has been expeceted of every Jew even of modest means and it became un-
thiinxable Jor a Jewish community, however poor. not to take care of its poor, its
widows and orphans.,

Inalmost every city Jews maintain well equipped Jewish Centers for youths
and adults, family wid socicties, vocational schools, clinics and hospitals. Inre-
cent vears, the Jdewish Welfare funds which supervise these institutions were con-
‘rented with o opeculiar problem,  There simply are not enough poor Jews who need
theac philanthropic services, especially in the big charity hospitals. Consequently,
the iarge Jewish hospitals in New York, Chicago, Boston, los Angeles, and lPhila-

delphia are serving mostly blacks, Puerto Ricans and Spanish-Americans.

Jews in American Politics Todav

The number of Jewish Congressmen went down in 1971 from 19only a few years
ago to 4L Jdews have lost influence in the Democratic Party, where they wielded a
great deal of power o the davs of F.D.R.'s New Deal, the Presidencies of Ilarry Tru-
rman and John IY Kennedy. They were an important part of the Grand Democratic Co-
alition, which included some Protestants, many Catholics, blacks, and leaders and
members of Labor Unions and ethnic minority groups. This coalition is shaky and in
ine process of losing some of its churter groups. The source of Jewish political power
Wias their concentration in big cities where they were able to deliver an important vote
in crucial clections. Now Jlews do not live in such lurge blocs in the cities because
many o ther moved to the suburbs where their political power became diffused and
ansorbed in the usually large Republican vote.

In addition, since most Jews arc cconomically rather well off, they no longer
need help or patronage from the big city political machines. Consequently, they
look upon themselves as independent voters on local and state issues and vote for
Duemocratic or Republican candidates according to their qualifications. The price

that Jfews pay for the loss of their traditional political allies and for the withdrawal
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ol much of thelr support from big vity political machines is less political power not

onlvoon the focal, but also on the national level.

Conservative Trends in the Jewish Community

There 1s mach evidence that many Jewish intellectuals, who with some Gentile
srirers, forn che Literary E=iablishment in New York and its environs, have shift-
cd Trom o liberad to o more conservative position. Nathan Glazer, the Harvard so-

ciologi=tand co-author with Daniel Movniban of Bevond the Melting Pot, wrote in

the October 1970 issuc of Commentary:

How does aoradical--a mild radicai, it is true, but still one who telt closer

tooradical than to liberal writers and politicans in the late 1950's--end up by
carls 10970 0 conservative, o mild conservaiive, but still closer to those who
towocalt themscelves conservative than to those who call themselves liberal."”

Gilaver's trawmatic experience which shook the faith in dogmatic liberalism was the
Bree speech Mo nt's rebellion at Berkeley when Glazer was a professor there,
Vndle sympathet. o rebeliing students, he concluded that if they had their way,
free inquiry, rree discussion, and rational discourse would have ended at Berkeley
and on other university campuses,  The voung radical guerrillas bent on destruction
of the American political, economic and social system would in Glazer's view, if
suceesstul, bring about not an improvement in tlie lot of the poor, but "a radical re-
duction in the general standard of living.”

In w story dealing with Glazer's revelations about himsell., the New York Times

" Paul

interviewed other Jewish inteliectuals whom it called the 'Label-Makers.'
Goodinan suid that he was alwavs a conservative anarchist, a passivist anarchist

and aodecentralist, und Irving Kristol, co-editor of Public Interest, said, "What's

the voint of arguing” I started moving right a long time ago. In my case it's been
aoreus steady drift, ever since 1942, Norman Podhoretz. of the Commentary. told
the reporier that the political skepticism of the fifties had slid into an activist faith
inthe sities, Tout] "now’ some of us...are convinced that it has become more im-
portunt fo Insist once again on the frecdom of large areuas of human experience from
L bower of polities,”

All this is obviously no simple-minded backlash to the race issue or the turmoil
and riots on the campuses,  On the contrary, the new 'conservatism’’ of some Jew -

tshointeliectunls s paradoxically the logical consequence of their deep commitment
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to liberatismo, IC being Cliberal” means accuptance of the concepts of naked power
of the Blacs Panthers or the concept of an inherent right to violate the “white” law
of fociety, or the concept of the 5. D0 S0 on the unviability of thé American system,
ot the repression of free inquiry and free digceussion, these Jewish intellectuals re-
et tids Kind of liberalism, It muy be that Michael Harrington, the author of The

. . s " o . : ooty
Other Amserica, nade the most apt comment about Glazer's “confessions. My

inipression is, tHarvington said, “that Idon't see that big a change in Nat, I would
. V. N . . [ . . 1

ive nin absolution and tell him some of his sins are not necessary to confess.

Jewishontetlectuals are re-examining some of their former simplistic notions about

acfree focicty and race relations, but their basic adherence to liberalism and liber -
Larinnism stitl seerms to be in evidence.

The prent nmss of Jews, s he 1070 Congressionad elections in New York, Chi-
cviteo, and California showed, ave rentained faithtul to the liberal Democratic ban-
ner. flowever, there has been some shift to the right which cannot be ignored and
s canses ought to be analvred,

The support be the Bluck Panther Parts and other black militants to the Arab
cuerrilins in the struggle between Isracl and the Arab states, contributed to the con-
sercative wend in the Jdewish community.  fluey Newton, Bobby Seale and Eldridge
Cleaver, ihe exiled leader of the Panthier Party, who now resides in Arab Algeriu,
Bave all proclaimed their solidarity with the aims of the Arab liberation movements

" This anti-

to destrov Israel as an outpost of foreign imperialism and colonialism.
[zruel position is not shared b the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, the Urban League, and has been repeatedly repudiated by Negro leaders,
including the late Dro Martin Tather King, the late Whitney Young, Roy Wilkins and
Bavard Rustin,

The muassive military support given by the Soviet Union to the Arabs, the hostil-
itv of Russia to the State of Israel, has also pushed some American Jews to embrace
more conservative views on Ulx. -Soviet relations, on defense spending and even on
vhe Vietniun Wiar, The Soviets are fanning this growing hostility and budding conser -
vatism by thelr inexcusable mistreatment of Jdews in the Soviet Union and their re-
fasal to alow those Jews who wish to do so, to immigrate to Israel. Defense of Rus-

sian Jdews against discerimination has become o universal and popular cause of almost

alt Jewish organizations and religious groups. Demonstrations. protests against the
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Soviet Union have not been conducted only by the Jewish Detense league. They take
phice regularly in all centers of Jewish population in America, and thev have a cu-
prlative-etiect in nushing many Jews into the conservative camp.

Inavery significant speech given by Charles IX. Silberman, one of the editors

of Fortune Magavine and the author of the best-seller, Crisis in American Cluss-

foors . ctarned American Jews in a speech delivered to the Annual Meeting of the
Amnerican Jdewish Committee in Alay, 1968, against the growing conservatism and
anti-Nedro prejudice in the Jewish community, T am worried,” Silberman said,
Lhout e fure of dudaism in America. .. the greatest threat to our survival comes
o asshindlation- -ussimilation to the dominant attitudes, values and mores of
Arerican societyv--to the materialism and hedonism and increasingly, to the preju-
Give sand diserimination, to the racism of white America. He urged Jews to return
feotheir Tessentiad liberalism and deeency on questions of race and their commitment
Toovaeiad justice,”

it seems that the American public in general finds it ditficult to understand the
roelitionship between American Jews and the State of Israel. The overwhelming ma-
cority of American Jews (the notable exception being a segment of Jewish radical
=tudents) scem to be devoted to the survival of Israel as an independent Jewish state.
In addition o the feeling of kinship for their brethren in israel, American Jews are

convinced that the destruction of Israel would have a detrimental, if not disastrous

criect on their own position in the United States. Many of them find a source of
pride and satisfaction in the fact that after two thousand years of wanderings and
persecution, Jews have o state, a state which serves as a place of haven and refuge,
“wstate represented in the United Nations and a state whose Prime Minister is re-
celved with honors (due to all heads of state) in the White House. They may never
woadl themselves of that haven of refuge, but they want to be sure that it is there.
This his nothing to do with their unquestioned lovalty to America--it is an almost
suioriitic historical retlex to the murder of six million Jews by the Nazis.

ren more significantly, Jews are inordinately proud of the political, economic,
rae Sacial progress made by Israel, especially of the courage and military prowess
e I=racli Sy Thes see in the widelv praised record of the Israeli Army at
cast o onrtiad recompense for the humiliation thev suffered when thev helplessly

wartened Hitler's bullies slaughter millions of defenseless Jows.
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Sob Tanowity, former board chairman of Nerox Corporation and former United
States Ambassudor to the Organization of Anerican States who has not been very
Active i the American dewish community, expressed this universally held pride in
[srach when he told a reperter from Newsweek: "'The Isruaeli victory in the six-day
davan IHed was the end of the image of the Jew as a loser. Ile became a mun, who
resemibles David more than Shylock. ' In a poll taken by the same magazine. 95%
of the Jews wanted the United States o support Israel diplomatically and by military
eguinment and an astounding 497 felt that the U, S, ought to continue this support
cven ot the risk of heing meolved g war., Some spokesmen for American Jews
save repeatedly testiried that thev find it difficult to impress upon Administration
officrals and some miembers of Congress how deeply and widely these sentiments
are teld by American Jews., Jews vote for candidates, as we have said, on the
basts of many domestic and foreign policy considerations. Among the latter, atti-
tide to Israel has become increasinglv important.

In the loth Congressional District in New York City, which has a population of
43,000 und includes the West Village, Chelsea and the Upper West Side of Manhat-
tan, the 1470 election evolved primarily on the issue of American support for Israel.
s rs an economically and racially mixed district in which Jews constitute the
largest ethnic bloc, There are also large concentrations of blacks, Puerto Ricans,
Italians und pockets of Poles and Ukrainians, Barry Farber, a colorful radio an-
nouncer-personality, who was the Republican-l.iberal candidate, accused Bella Ab-
sug, the Democratic candidate, of not being enthusiastically in favor of American
niititary and cconomic aid to Israel. Ile cited a remark made by Mrs. Abzug earlier
in the vear, that she "would find it difficult to support jets for Israel.'" Mrs. Abzug
radignantly denied Farber's accusations and told her audiences repeatedly that Israel
miast receive the jets and economic assistance *hit she requires.

Farber hummered at the Israel issue and came from behind to pose a serious
threat 1o Mrs, Abzug in this traditionally Democratic district. In the end, Bella
Avzug, a vigorous and flamboyant campaigner, pushed ahead and won the election
Lra narrow margin, But there is little doubt that Congresswoman Abzug will have
to demonstrate 4 much more vigorous pro-Israel stand if she wants to stay in Con-
Bress.

The most disturbing manifestation of the backlash in the Jewish community is
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Fov vmieraence of the Jdewish Defense Teague.  This lleague, fed by Rubbi Aleir
Nafane, mukes no bones of 1ts objectives to defend the Jews, by force if necessary,
A2uinst orine in the sireets and job pressure. Inessence. the Jewish Defense
Peasue s g dewish vivitante movement--anti-Negro and anti-Soviet, The league
CONUCs Vigorous anti-Soviet propaganda in protest against the mistreatment of
Jeas o the Soviet Union, When 1n November 1970 Soviet offices were bombed in
Newv York, Robbi Rahane disclaimed any Vdireet responsibility” for the acts. but
“ppiaaded the action and predicted similar acts of vielence agadnst the Soviet
adon oo Taptight \merican Jews distraught over the plight of Soviet Jewry.”

Tle activities of the Jewish Detfense Teague have been repeatedly denounced
Protne leaders of American Jews o by Mrs. Gelda Meir, the Prime Minister of
=il ws contrary 1o Jdewish truditions and inimical to the interests of American
Jensaad s potentially injurious to the status of Jews in the Soviet Union. But
there oS evidence that the league has some acceptance among the rank-file Jews,

1

eabecialhy in the Orthodox community.  Ina poll conducted by Newsweek Magazine

P Maren, 1T T of Jews disapproved of the League and 14% supported its ac-
tivitics.,

AL TS s not to suggest that Jews are turning away front their massive sup-
sort for diberal Democrats and liberal causes. But there are indications that racial
and politiead tensions do push some Jews toward a more conservative stance. As
the erisis in the cities becomes more acute. this trend may well continue or even

be awcelerated.,

Concern about Jewish Youth

Wajle ethnic solidarity among the older Jews has been growing, the American
Jew is vlewing the weakening of the Jewish identity of the youth, with growing alarm,
Max Fisher, the President of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds,
s adin an address at the conveniion in Boston in 1969, that "rrany delegates came,
proving, but not really helieving that the American Jewish community faced the
‘rightening possibility that we could lose almost an entire generation of our young
propte.” A vear later, at the convention in Kansas City, he rep.ated the same

warning aned added that “the American Jewish leadership had not found the magic

answer for hringing back our vouth.



JOL0 Frsnbein, the outspoken editor of The Seatinel, o popular Anglo-Jewish
weexdv in Chicago, wrote in an editorial in November 1970: "Assimilation is grow-
o Intermarringe has become o common thing.,  Our eollege vouth ure being in-
v oadionnted, unable to find o relevaney within the synagogue or communal

In o lectare aw the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Dr. John Slawson, former
long -line executive vice-president of the American Jewish Committee, stated that
the was1 nuiority of the 55,000 Jewish students--who comprise 85 per cent of the

Arerican Jewish vouth- -are indifferent or apathetic to Jewish values and Jewish

oo clentitication. Thes have lHttle or no concern about their being Jewish and

conseguentiy the rale of intermurriage among third generation college educated
Jewisn o vouthoand Jdewish coliege nrofessors is very high,

{

Frere ts much to support these expressions of concern,  JJewish college youth

Cend et means the great nugority of Jdewish college-age population) on the whole,

Tind tttle interest in the syvnagosue or in Jewish religious practices.  Many of them

{

fers and members of anti-Israel and anti-Zionist radical revolutionary

are e
2roups, few are interested in the continuous fund-raising for Israel or the Jewish
ohiibanthropics, and many seem 1o have no conpunction to inter-marry and leave

ac cewish comanmunity altogether,  The American Jewish Yeuarbook of 1970 found

el 10 1o 15 per vent of marriages consummated by Jewish persons were mixed.
The author of the survey, Arnold Schwarty, suggested that one of the important
Tactors contributing to the increase in intermarriage is the rapid attenuation of dif-
feronces in the lite-stvle of Jews and non-Jdews. Schwartz also noted that not only
Jews nave become fully adiusted to American life, but that Jews have succeeded,

thraugh their writers, plaverights and comedians, to infuse American cultural life

with Jdewish mores, expressions, food preferences and values.

Professor Ernest Van den Haag, the author of The Jewish Mystigue, found on
the basis ol an extensive surven that the rate of defection from their religious roots
Ll conviciions of Jewisn students at twelve colleges studied was much higher than
Ui of Catholic and Protestant students.  Dr. Bernard lander, a sociologist from

Hmier Cotlege, reported at the 1970 meeting of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-

grecations ihnt other studies indicated that 26 per cent of Jewish college students

raised as CJdews no longer consider themselves Jews,
24
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However, this picture has another side to it. There is also evidence that a
smaltl, but vocal, group of Jewish voung people are demanding (and getting) repre-
sentation and a voice on the boards of local Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds
and that many voung Jews throughout the country have organized for the support of
[zracl and for the defense of the rights of Soviet Jews to cultural freedom and im-
migraton. A considerable number of voung American Jews, disenchanted with
Amierica, have decided to settle in Israel, although some of them still retain Amer-
ean citivenshin,  Still other young Jews have organized 'chavurot' or fellowships to
Hve communally and to rediscover old Jewish traditions and values.

There is a growing movement of radical Jewish college students who affirm
their commitnent to the Jewish people, to Jewish values, but who EXpress opposi-
tion, and even contempt, for the 'Jewish Establishment.” Thev charge the leaders
ol the Jewish community as being guilty of an over-cautious assimilationist mental-
ity in dealing with anti-semitism, Israel and Russian Jewry, and of ignoring the
democratic process.  These young Jewish radicals who are now organized on about
foriy campuses and who publish their own newspapers, have been responsible for
deinonstrations against the Russian government and against the Jewish Federation
and Weltare Funds whom they accuse of allocating too little in support of Jewish
schoonls,

In summary, the Jewish youth is in a state of flux. They are disenchanted
with the traditional modes of Jewish communal life, some have doubts about the
State of Israel, and many express open contempt for the ''feasts' of Bar Mitzvah
and opulent Jewish weddings, or for the usual expectation of their parents to study
and be ‘nice Jewish boys and girls.” Professor Arthur Waskow, in a perceptive

essuayv in the New York Times, after neting these dilemmas, concluded:

"So the die seems cast. Either the American Jewish community will disappear
during the next generation, or it will survive through forms and values radically
diferent.”

There may be considerable exaggeration in this either-or alternative. Ameri-
can Jdews will not disappear either in the next, or in the next after the next genera-
tion, and it is doubtful if this large, vital, and varied community can or will adopt
radically different values and forms. \What will probably happen is that a proportion
of American Jews, fifteen to twenty per cent, will disappear through assimilation,

while the rest will, as Jews have done through the cen- s, make some adaptations

25
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Andd compromises and muddle through as an ethnic community. Theyv will accomp-

el
H=h s because they have developed through the many centuries ot their disper-

sStoninany toads wgenins for accealturation, for learning, acquiring and adopting

the values, traets nd maodes of behavior of the dominant culture. while at the

Lot

e tee resisting successtully total assimilation which would call tor the giving

ap ool their ownovubwral vatues.,

What of the Future?

There is Hude doubt thar American Jdews are in the throes of o profound ideo-

S0l

: The radicalization of some Jewish vouth {probably no more than 5%

rogieal erists,

“wishoeollege students) and the alienation from Jewish life of a4 much larger

crent ol voung Jewish omen and wemen, the dilemmas confronting American Jews

nooonsequence of the constant peril to the existence ot the State of Israel and the

i

danforeseen course of the Black Revolution, have made Americun Jews unsure and
stiery about their future. The emergence of the Jewish Defense League is only an
outvard semptons of this deep internal unrest and insecurity,

Paradoxicallv, much in the patterns of Jewish adult communal life and in its
develoning modes of socind and politicad thinking is albeit unwittingly contributing
1o the alienation of the vouth,  The concentration on incessunt fund-raising for Is-
ravl with the inevitable testimoniad banguets for large donorﬁ lld iSracl Bonds, or
the United Jewish Fund, leaves the Jewish vouth and the young adults out in the cold.
The trend toward conservatism, the slackening of enthusiasm for."the struggle for
racial equality, and the support by some segments of the Jewish community of right-
wing and hawkish Democrats and Republicans, have alienated the people who are
overwhelmingly liberal, in favor of civil rights and bitterly opposed to the Vietnam
volvement. The single-minded concentration on Israel by many Jewish organiza-
tionsg nad the absence of any meaningtul discussion of the rights and wrongs in the
Middle Bast conflict are-scurces of resentment among many Jewish college students
and professors.

Lo all this must be added the significant loss of standing and influence of rabbis
ind synagogues. The synagogues do not attract Jewish young people to their ser-

Ciees and activities and the rabbis have little influence in Jewish communal life.

asked an editorial in the Anglo-Jewish weekly, The Jewish Post

26
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and Ooinion, that our rabbis could be brought bhack into the mainstream of Jewish
Livactivity, and thus moke the necessury contribution that their superior knowledge
ek training prepare them tor. It is clear that for the past several decades or so,
i rabbis have been almost totallv ignored in the decision-making process in the
Jesi=h commmunity cven in areas wiere they ure the most competent and best ad-
vised, T The writer of the editorial s as a0t hopeful that a solution to this question

can e found,

Do Marvin Femnstein, Director of the Jewish Studies Program in the City Col-

leae of New York, cstimated in a letter to the New York Times of December 7, 1970,
Tt Fome 60 per cent of American Jewish children received no Jewish schooling.

Lend] it muy te sssumed that o higher percentage abstained from svniagogue atten-

1 1 - gy . te P . N (S
Ghtilve excenl o0 the rarest oceasions. .. The bitter truth.' FFeinstein added, "'is

el the maority of American Jewish young men and women are abysmally ignorant

nfevers aspect of Jeawish culture aad ideals--a condition which robs them of histo-

vivalidentite, disorients thens and frequently breeds Jewish self-hatred,”

i 12 oy

¢ rather grim picture, but it would be foothardy to discurd the impres-
sive evidence from the long, and often painful, history of Jews in the Diaspora,
LRLCh ponts o the alniost uncanny tenacity of Jews to survive as a distinct religious

and ethnic community. Earl Raab concluded an insightful analysis of the plight of

Armerican Jews with this sober yet hopeful paragruaph:

TAmerican may have provided Jews un opportunity to take such a stance, to
De active in history, and to help shape a human society in which history is
itctionable, that is, an open society struggling toward social justice. But the
Jewish community can only seize that opportunity if it casts off the various
‘orms of self-destructive innocence in which it has been caught and which are
so deadly 1o its identity, to its meuning and indeed to its very existence.”

Among these delusions of innocence, Raub listed the assumption that Jews have
conereome their niarginal status in America and that the establishment of the State
O Israel has resulted in an improved status for Jews in America. In fact, it can
beoalgued that the Arab hostility 1o Israel and the Seoviet Union's invelvement in the

contlict on the side of the Arabs, huave added to the complexity of the Jewish posi-
tion, cvspecially in relation to the policy of the United States in the Middle East,

e Jewish community suffers from lack of leadership. Gone are the days of

such thestrious and widely respected Jewish leaders as L.ouis Marshall, Rabbi

Stephen S50 Wise, Justice louis Brandeis or Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. There is no
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one on the horizon of that stature.  Since the whole world scems to be looking for
charismatie feaders, it may be that one ought not to make too much of the lack of
such leaders inothe Jewish communite,

It mayv bhe difficult if not impessicle to find a satistactory over-all conceptual
Tramework which may be helpiui in the analvsis of the present status of American
Jewry and which may provide some sensible basis for predictions as to its future.
A =imilur vroblem faced the distinguished American historian, the late David Pot-
ter, wien e tttempted to find o genervalization which would explain the basic ingre-

dients of the American national character. In his search tfor such an over-arching

seneralirzation, Potter, as he explained in his book People of Plentv, asked three
sovlal scientists, Margaret Mead, the anthropologist, David Riesman, the sociolo-
Jist, and karen tlorney, the psyvcehoanalvet, (o isolate some traits in the American

national churacter. Mead suggested 1 Lility and the suceess drive as main compo-
aenis, Ricsman stressed concern for the oninions of ti-- taoer group and tlorney
sincted out competition, Professor Potter then searched for one major determining

Tactor in the formation of the Mmerican natio .al character. He concluded that eco-

nortic abundance was that determinant.  This state of relative abundance, of mate-

srad plenty,” Potter wrote, “has been i basic condition of American life and. . . has
Gooervasive, iV undetined, influence upon the American people.“

Without claiming too much for this analogy, one can cautiously suggest that the
crtraordinary arfluence of American Jows has been largely responsible for their
aonicvements, their outstanding contribui‘ons to American cultural life and that the
swoeme affluence miay have also been an imoortant factor in the disturbing trends,
condlicts und the growing uncertainty about their future. Jews are by far the most
aifinent ethnic minority i the United States, Cuer 39% of American Jewish families
haoe an income of between S7,000 and 315,000, These figures exceed the averages
Torothe total population. Jewish contributions to philanthropic and culturail organiza-
tions in the ULS AL are astrononiic in comiparison to those made by the other ethnic
Jroups to their institutions. In 1967, which wuas the yvear of the war between Israel
o the Arabs, Jewish Welfare Funds and Israel emergency campaigns raised 319
e bion dollars, The amount (:()_Ilect-cd in 1969 wias not much smaller. All this was
in ndedition to the enormous sums raised by Jewish institutions of higher learning

and e svnagogues and temples.
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dowever, 1tis this coneertration on fund-raising thut has contributed to the
alivnation of Jewish vouth which is. of course, excluded from these activities,
Sotne Segrmenis of Jdewish vouth, especially the college youth, resent this concen-
tttion on philunthropies (for targely non-existent poor Jews), and on iaid to Israel
a5 hminishing the interest of the Jewish community in opposing the Vietnam Wuar
ad i belbing the blacks in their struggle for equuiity. There is little question
Lt the massive Jdewish tlight trom the cities to the suburbs, which was made pos-
sible oy thelr affluence and the competition between Jews and nlacks in big cities
Yor weltl-paving jobs in education and in city governments, huas strvained the relations
betseen toe Jews and the Negro community.  Tne growing conservatism evident in
e Jdewlsh community can be, at least in part, traced to their economic affluence.
Tie same economic abundance has made it possible for American Jews to build
auew ond magnidicent temples and syvnagogues waich because they need huge funds for
Lhelr maintenoncee are ruled by small groups of the very rich. This keeps the yvoung
and ithe fess arfluent away from synagogue attendunce and svnagogue activities. Pro-
ressor Lraest Van den Huag has predicted that it present trends continue, in the
Fear 2000 there will have never been more hands yme, better endowed synagogues

i America, nor so many; nor so few Jews. Not all experts share PProfessor Van

den tluag's pessimism.  Some assert that there are signs that many Jewish college

ouths are seexing and finding new ways for their identification with the Jewish re-
ligion, the Jewish ethical traditions and with Israel outside the synagogue. ''They

‘¢, said Rabbi Jucob Neusner, professor of religion at Boston University, "ex-

-

pluining the meaning of big outside established synagogues and community organiza-
tions,

Eeonomic aifluence has made it possible for American Jews and particularly
for it antellectual elite, which traditionally has had a great affinity for books, lit-
vrature and arts, to become very influential in the cultural life of this country. It
IS ovonmnon o speax of Jews us dominating the American Intellectual Establishment.
[rysne Tield of fiterature there is Saul Bellow, Bernard Malamud, Philip Roth. Nor-
coan AMudler and amany others.  Among the literary and intellectual magazines, there

ompentary, edited by Norman Podhoretz, the New York Review of Books, edited

o Barbara kpstein and Robert Stlvers and the Pw san Review, the New ILeader. the

Dissent and others whose editors are Jewish writers and critics.
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[t 1= not easy to prognosticate on the ruture of any ethnic community,  Deuling
with Jdews, an ancient, peculiar and unique religious and ethnic minority, the task

et impossible. AL tha can be said is that the next decade may prove to

‘¢ oshaping that future,
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CITAPTER 2

THE IRISH--FROM RAGS TO RICHES

In 1662, a newspaper in New York gave this description of the Irish Catholic
icunigrant:

“tle [the Irish immigrant] never knew an hour of civilized society. .. born
csavage--as brutal a ruffian as an untamed Indian. . .a born criminal and
pauper. .. a pititul spectacle of a man. . . pushed straight to hell by that
abomination against common sense called Catholic religion. .. To compare
Bim with an inteliigent Negro could be an insult to the latter. . . Scratech a
convict or a pauper, and the chances are that you tickle the skin of an Irish
Catholie,”

[i would be of interest to see the reaction to this passage by Senator Mike
AManstield, Senate Majority leader, Mayor Richard J. Daley, Father Theodore
Hesburgh, President of Notre Dame University, or Senator Edward J. Kennedy of
Massachusetts. Theyv would probably be amused at this display of nativist preju-
dices. However, prejudice was no laughing matter to ihe Irish Catholics who be -
gun coming to the United States in the 1800's and 1820's in large numbers, because
ol the famine which resulted from the repeated failure of potato crops in Ireland.
B2 1850, the Irish constituted 44% of all the foreign born in the United States. Be-
tween 1820 and 1970, about three million Irishmen immigrated to the United States.

The process by which Irish Immigration made New York City a predominantly
[rish city is a fascinating story. Irish hegemony has long since ended as the result
of large Italian and Jewish immigration and a huge influx of blacks and Puerto Ri-
cuns into the city. The 1850 census showed that there were 133,730 Irish people
In New York City and by 1835, about 35% of the population was Irish. In 1890', out
of one million and a quarter inhabitants in New York, about 425,000 were Irish. In
Boston, in 1843, one out of five inhabitants was Irish.

The carly Irish immigrants, mostly laborers and small farmers, were wretch-
cdly poor, illiterate, and many of them spoke only Gaelic. .On the streets of New

Yorik, Boston and Philadelphia, they were a bewildered lot. The calture shock of
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the transition of these rural tolks imto city peop. < great indeed.  They werce
Catholics, a generally unpopular minority in a prodominantly Protestant country,
which =t harbored strong anti-Cuatholic Puritan pregudices,  The working class
senerally, and particularly the members of the Knights of lLabor, the first labor
siions inoAmerica, feared the competition of these hungry Irish laborers who were
willing to work tong and hard at the most menial jobs for low wages,  Many thou-
sands of Irishimen worked on the construction of railroad tracks, often under diffi-
calt and dangerous conditions.

The hatred aguinst the Irish immiigrants exploded into violence and riots, In

155w oo burned an Irish Catholic convent and orphanage in Philadelphia, Kkilling
aomunber ol nuns and children, A few vears later, there was a three-day riot in

Priladelphia which left rourteen dead and forty Irish homes und churches burned.
Iiie rioters invaded Kensington, the Irish suburb of Philadelphia (we have men-
tioned Kensingion betore in connection with o recent riot of its Irish inhabitants
soainst Negroes), and order was not restored until the governor called out the
mibiitin to quell the riot,

T "burely’' Amevican

Phailadelohiin riot was instigated by several nativist or
socicticas,  In 1004, the American Know Nothing Party which was anti-immigrant
and anti-Catholic was formed.  President John I, Kennedy, in his book, A Nation

of Inumigrants, remarked with wry humor that: The Irish are perhaps the only

people in our histors with the distinction of having a political party, the Know -
Nothings, formed against them.” The name of the party came from instructions
given the members to say 1 know nothing” when asked about the party's program
and ctivities,  The Know-Nothing Party scored impressive gains in the 1854 elec-

tions, but then its strength ebbed. A\ few vears later, its remnants joined the new

Republican Party or threw their allegiance to the Democrats.

The Irish and Big City Politics

A= their numbers grew, especially in New York and Boston, Irishmen began to
ol an ever important role in politics,  Many of them worked for the city govern-
ments in New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago as taborers, and many be-
ciurne policemen and firemen,

It 15 not difficult 1o understand the attraction that the police departments held



cut Tor the Leish, The uniform, the power of being o policeman, gave the Irish immmi-
arant afeeling of scecurity, an antidote for the low social standing in the general so-
ciets. X policeman's career also filled another deeply felt need for the sons of im-
povertshed nnmigrants, namicly cconomic security. inally, a policeman's uniform
feennt Stutus and auttiority, both much desived by the Irish living in a largely hostile
Crvivonment,

City and state politicians soon found out that Irishmen who were given jobs were
fattaful and oval to the party and officials who gave them employment; they remem-
bered their henefactors at clection time., Gradually, some Irishmen rose to positions
~f nmportance in the police and fire departments and others became sheriffs and Judges.
[eisn irmomigrants had o clear advantage over other immigrant groups in the quest for
politicid power and influence because they spoke Linglish and were basically at home
In o socicty which cherished Lnglish political traditions and the English law system.
T fact that niany of the better educnted Irishmen had attractive, outgoing personali-
tivs and genuinely liked people and a good time was of great help in the informal atmo-
sphere of American politics.

In the vears after the Civil War. the Irish built and dominated political organiza-
s cromachines inoaonumber of cities in the North and the Midwest. A city govern-
faent o g county connmittee (usually Democratic) were ruled by a "boss’ aided by a
nurnber of Heutenants, mostly city or county office holders. The top leadership drew
itz power from the votes delivered by the associated clubs, strategically placed in the

various election wards and precinets.

Irish PPoliticians in New York

The Irish machine politicans staved in power because, unlike some of the Anglo-
Saxon elites which preceded theny, they did care for the welfare of the poor and needy
constitients, but as a rule, they were not averse to getting rich in the process. They

.
Zave thousands of jobs to their supporters and built free clinics for the sick, but they
wiso peiieved in the fegitimacy of whut a famed Tammany Hall leade s, George Wash-
ington Plinkit, called "honest graft.” Plunkitt, a millionaire Sachem (Chief) of the
Tooiany Hall Societ, who was at one time or another State Senator, a Judge and an
Alderran, cexplained i oan interview that 'dishonest graft' was simple thievery, but

Chonest graft’ wus completely legitimate. T have made a big fortune,” he wrote, "out
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o the sanie Lor polities] and U getting richer every diy, but P've not gone in for
distienest grart, blackmaitin® gamblers, saloonkeepers, disorderly people, ete. o
He noade the money inoaosimple wav, ' seen my opportunities and 1 took 'em.”
Phankitt knew, for mstance, throngh direct involvement in eity planning or through
Hisoconnections, what and would be needed by the city tor a road or o school, He
Lonthd sell the Tots which he bought for practically nothing at high prices.  Plunkit
and oSt other Lrish politicans considered this road to riches as perfectly legitimate.
Ptz s wirtt Plunkitt called "honest grart,” It secems that most of the constituents of
the city machines saw nothing objectionable in these procedures.,

Polittes was their 'carcer',  writes William Shannon in The American Irish.

Lihe every other profession, it was expected to reward its practitioners with money.
prestige, aad i possible, security. © o Irish politicans who firmly held to this theory
of volitics ran the Democratic machine in New York between 1854, the vear that the
Socrei of st Tanneany was established o 'UL'L‘,()I.HC the center of political power, un-
v e inauguration of Fiorello H. La Guardia as Mavor of New York in 1933, First
care Poeter Sweeney and Richard “Stippery Dick™ Connolly, the chief lieutenunts of
PBos= Williiun Marcey Tweed, who wuas a Scoteihr-Irish Protestant. After the fall of
Toced, "Honest dohn' Relly took over the reins of Tammuany Hall, but the ablest
Trounany chiet was Charles Murphy, an ex-horse-car driver, who dominated the
New York Democratic organization and New York's City Hall for over two decades--
a2 to 19240 One of Muarphy's political pupils and proteges wuas Al Smith, who in
1013 heeame speaker of the Assembly of New York State, then governor of New York,
and finadly, the first Irish Catholic to become a candidate for the Presidency of the
United States. s Smith grew 1o adulthood on New York's lower I'ast Side, he saw
W1 around him the great shifes 1o population of the big city. The Irish were no longer

the Largest immigrant groun.  Waves of Italian and Jewish immigration changed the
etnnic balance. Smith would often repeat in his speeches that his beloved city had
grore Irish than Duablin, more Jews than Warsaw (now one would say el Aviv), and
- vpore Iialians than Rome.
Thoere was still an Irisn Mavor, William O'Dwyer in the 1940's, but Irish dom-
ination of the city has ended. New York is now dominated by shifting coalitions. It

was the coalition of Italians, Jews and white Protestants that elected Fiorello H. l.a

Criardia in 1033 and re-elected Lim for two more terms, and it was the coalition of
34
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Jdews, blacks, Pucrto Ricans and white Protestants that elected John l.indsay as

Mayvor orf New York,

Irish in Boston

The predominance of the Irish in Boston's city politics continues until today.

The dine of Irish mavors continues almost unbroken from John "Honey Fitz'" Ken-
nedy, to the present Mayor, Kevin White. The most important of the Boston Irish
politicans wus.hunés Michuel Curley, who began his career in 1913 when he was
elected Mayor of Boston by a large majority. Curley became the boss of the Bostun
Democratic machine and was a power in the State of Massachusetts for many decades.
tle served as Mayor of Boston, Governor of Massachusetts and Congressman. Curley
muade no bones about his determination to use the support of the Boston Irish to wrest
control of Boston and of the state of Massachusetts from the Anglo-Saxon Brahmins
whom he despised. In a letter to a member of the Harvard Board of Overseers,
Curlev wrote (borrowing freely from Lord Disraeli, who said almost the same thing
avout the Jews):

The Massachusetts of the Puritans is as dead as Caesar, but there is no need to

mourn the fact. Their successors--the Irish--had letters and learning, culture

and civilization when the ancestors of the Puritans were savages running half-

naked through the forests of Britain. It took the Irish to make Massachusetts a

fit place to live in.

Throughout his long and colorful career, Curley drew overwhelming support from
working sections of the Boston Irish who concentrated in Charleston, East Boston,
South Boston, North and West Ends, and Roxbury. These people did not desert him
even wnen he went to federal prison for mail fraud in 1949, While in prison he got
thousinds of letters from Irish workers and longshoremen, pledging their unwavering
support,  After Curley died in 1958, his will showed that unlike Slippery Dick Connol-
v, Plunkitt and Charles Murphy, he had not used his great power to get rich. He left
a net estate of 33,768.00. Curley apparently wanted power, not money, and neither
honest or dishonest graft appealed to hin,

The brief but memorable career of Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin must
be part of this cursory glance at the history of the Irish in American politics. The
“MceCarthy-like " tactics of fighting what he believed to be a menace of communism in
the U5, Government and in the U.S. Army, scared millions of Americans who saw
the specter of right-wing reaction sweeping the country. The devoutly Catholic and
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snti-communist leish Americians gave Senatory MoeCarthy, an Irish Catholic, a

Strong measure of support. CMeCarthyism was oomagor erisis, writes William

annon, Cin the coming of uge of the lrish Catholic community in the United States.,”

v Godtup Poll taken in Jannary, 1954, showed that 387 of the Catholies had o favor -
able opinton of Senator MeCarthy, as compared to 9% for the Protestants and 157
Tor the Jdews,

In contrast 1o the rather cmbarrassing MeCarthy episode, the election of John
FrooRennedy (the grand=on of the Mavor of Boston, "tloney itz Kennedy) wus an
senr ot alory toall the sons, vrandsons, and great grandsons ot Ireland in America,
T oo msdtinble pride in this Irish-Amcerican, who, as it was widely admitted,
acot onls nad politics! chavismia, but also social class.  What o long way it was from
tae atld aad iiterate” ond unwelcome car!y Irish immigrants to the charming

Hoeoard-cidneated John oo kennedy in the White House.

The Irish Daley Machine in Chicaso--A Case Study

Tre drish are still aostrong influence in American politics, but the nature of
thelr power and the gquality of their influence has undergone many changes. Mayor
Bovhard o Dales o Chicago is in a chronological sense a direct descendant of
THonest dohn Ketle, Charles Muarphyv, and George Washington Plunkitt, but the dif-
terences inthis comparison far outnumber the similarities.  First of all, Mayor
Driler s aoman of knewn and tested honesty, who lives in a relatively modest bunga-
Loy bome in the working and fower-middle class section of Bridgeport, =here he
was boen. second, while he loves vower, he looks upon public office not as oppor -
minit for personal advanceient, but as a sacred trust to do all he can, as Mayor
U Chileage, tor all the people of the city he loves. Finally, Mayor Daley is much
beiter edneated, being a lawver by profession, than most of the other Irish political
GossCs of the past,
Diden dikes power, mnows how o use it and does not hesitate to do so. Anvone
il ever found himsel! opposing a project or an idea which the Chicago Mayor
B Tirmmly adopted, would never underestimate the amount of power or the skill
wineh the Mavor uses to get things done his wayv,
[t would inake no sense to claim that among the vast legions of officcholders in
the Clon and in Cook County, which Dualey runs as the chairman of the Democratic
36
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Organization in Cook County, there are no corrupt individuals.  Any knowledgeable
Luwver on La Salle Street kuows of some grafters and loafers in the city government,
The Mavor too reluctantly accepts some degree of corruption ?m(l incfficiency, but
secvadiantly strives to keep it to a minimum,  In 1960, when corruption and thievery
seandals rocked the Chicago Police Department, Daley removed the Irish Police
Conmmnissioner, an old friend, and brought Orlando Wilson, a criminology expert
froi Calitornia, giving him a free hand and full support to clean up and reorganize
the Chicago Police Department. It s generally recognized that Wilson made great
orodress i both directions,

Mavor Dalev is surrounded by many officials of high caliber and many experts
on various aspects of city government,  Directed by the Mayor, who is a consummite
adiministrator and who does his homework diligently, these officials rebuilt the Chi-
cado sxvline and boosted Chicago's convention business by excellent promotion and
byotie building of the McCormick Exhibition Hall (it had to be built 4 second time
wien the first bhuilding was destroyved by fire). Daley has excellent relations with
Cnicago's business and industrial community, but ha. successfully resisted any
serious encroachment by real estate interests of Chicago's heautiful waterfront
which is dotted with many parks. Daley is a great road builder and one of the na-
tion's most knowledgeable men on the issues of big city transportation.

In a city where political infighting among the newspapers has long been a tradi-

tion, Richard Daley enjovs the support of most newspapers, including on many occu-

sions the staunchly conservative and Republican Chicago Tribune. When election
titne comes und the Republicans field an unfortunate scapegoat to run against Daley,
the Tribune gives the Republican candidate a small measure of exposure and publicity,

[n the 1971 campaign, the Chicugo Tribune, the Chicago Sun-Times and both after-
Palg £ ) g

nnon papers endorsed Mayor Daley,

Long berfore Mayor Daley announced that he would seek re-election in 1971, the
Reopublican "fat cats™ in the city organized a 'Non-Partisan Citizens for Datey Com-
rmittee’ which included such business leaders as Gaylord Freeman, President of the
Frrst National Bank, Phillip K. Wrigley of the Wrigley Chewing Gum ('ompaﬁy, Phil-
Hp Kbuenik, o town developer and former Ambassador to the United Nations and Irv-
ing Biock of Inland Steel. The Committee took out full-page advertisements in the

Chicago papers to hail Daley as a great Mayor and urge his re-election,
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Moasvor Richard Daley stood beaming on o plattorm surrounded by his large fumn-
pinoand the fanidlices of dohin Marein, the Polish-American leader who was re-clected
Cutn Ulers, and of Joseph Bertrand, the City Treasurer, the first @ck elected to
Aondzh poston the ity administeation, The sonrce of the unespectedly overwhelming
cictory of Richoored Daley in the Mavoral election in April, 1971, was in service, or-
cani-atton and patronage. Most Chicagoans are convineed that their city is well run
cnd s e, the best managed cityomn the United States, Unlike other big cities,
Crdeago i3 finaneially sotvent and its police, fire and sanitation scervices are of high
Duae to Dalev's power, vision and ability to have in the City Hall specialists
b competenee, and because of his smoothly functioning alliance with big business
andoihe baoor unions, Chicago's downtown has been saved trom decay by intensive new
sutiding and ageressive and largely suceesstiul efforts to attract new industry and con-
vention husiness,

Inhabitants of Chicago are avid readers of AMike Rovko's clever and cutting col-
winns on tne od

d hehavior of some of Daley's Irish cronies and the steamroller tactics

sed b

e Mavor and hits ehie! henchman, Alderman Thomas Keane, to beat down
Tne helpless opposition in the City Council, but as the election results have shown
refuse to buy Roviko's indictmient of Daley as an autocratic, bigoted reactionary.
There is no doubt that the 50,000 city patronage jobs had a great deal to do with
Dales's victory, but they account tor only i fraction of the 700,000 votes cast for the
Miavors The eleation triwmph of Richard Daley can only be explained by the extraor-

s

“H et owhich hie orerates in the complex ethnic politics of Chicago. This

=

is not to rminimize e importance of the support that Daley received from Chicago's
businessmen, the financial Establishment which is led by many prominent Republi-
cans, and from the labor unions.  But the architects of Daley's victory were the t'it'i}’
Deviocratic Ward Committecemen and the 3,412 Democratic precincet captains who
pounded the pavements and rang the bells,  The Mayor of Chicago would be the firsy
Lo avinowledee that e owes his trivmph to ward chiefs Jlike Thomas Keane, George
Ianne, Vito Marvallo, Matthew Biesvcevat, Dan Rostenkowski and Alderman Claude
Hobrean and Fred Hobbard,

Richard Friedman, Duatesv's opponent, tried to unscat Daley by a coalition of Re-
publicans, Independents, Negroes and Jdews.  Many Republicans and most blacks and

Jews did not tuy the fusion ticket and voted for Daley. The fusion was no match for
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the Democratic coalition of ethnic groups, business and libor,

Ethnicity 1s the kev to the understanding of Dalev's Chicagpo Democratic mi-
chine,  Daley, an Irish Catholic, can count on the overwhelming support of the
[rish in Chicago, but he could not be clected Mavor if the Poles, the Negroes and
the Italians did not vote tfor hin in very large numbers. Were Daley to fuce a
targe defection of cither Poles or blacks at the polls, he could notl be Mavor, The
subport frony the 400,000-strong Jewish community 18 also a factor in Richard Da-
leyv!s political tortunes,

The task of keeping the good will of the ethnic communities is of constant con-
cern to Daley and bhis lieutenants, They make sure that the constituents in these
communities are helped with patronage and large and small favors by precinet cap-
tins and ward committeemen.  The Mayvor has a number of key people assigned to
workowith and to represent the ethnie communities. The handsome and voung Daniel
D, Rostenkowski, w member of the House of Representatives and Ward Committee-
ian o the 32nd Ward, informally leads the group of Polish office holders who keep
aneve on the Polish community,  The Mayor is known to have a strong atfection for
CCongressman Dan' as he often calls him. Dan Rostenkowski's father was an Alder-
man and o Polish leader, who in 1933, together with William Dawson, Jack Arvey,
Jaseph Gill (now Clerk of the Municipal Court) and the labor bosses, William lLee
and William McFetridge, enginecred the dumping of the then Mayor, Martin H. Ken-
nelly and the slating of Richard J, Daley.

Rostenkowski shares the Democratic fcadership of Chicago's Polish community
with County Commissioner Matthew Bieszcrzat, Congressman Roman Pucinski and
Jonn Marcin, the City Clerk., There are over six hundred thousand Poles in Chicago,
so the task of Haison with this large community is very important to the Daley ma-
caine, especially since the Republicans have recently intensified their efforts to gain

he support of the Poles. Edmund Kucharski, chairman of the Republican Cook Coun-

v

o Committee and Benjamin ("Fighting Ben”) Adumowski, a former States Attorney,
and Representative Ldwin Derwinsii, three able politicians, are making some in-
roads into the usnally overwhelming Democratic Polish community. However, in
the 1870 clection, the powerful Daley machine thwarted the effort of Kucharski and
Adamowski to be elected to key state offices,

Polish fcaders often complain about the "crumbs™ they get from Mayor Daley
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when it comes to the distribution of important city jobs, There is not one Pole who
hoeads e ety department and the Poles are the only ethnic community in the city
Which s no representative on the Chicago Board of Fdueation,  Incarly 1971, out
AU the nine members, there were two blacks, one Puerto Rican, one Itatian, two
dew s and Iill‘t't: Irish-Americans,

Yo, in the clection for Mavor in 1971, both Polish newspapers in the city en-
dorsed Daley for re-clection. The editor-in-chiet of Zgoda, n staunch Republican,
stressed o the eadorsement editoriad, Daley's upholding of law and order during
tive 1965 Derprecratic convention, white the Dziennik pointed to Daley's reecord of
achicvement and to his fmendship for the Polish communily,  Both papers praised
e Mavor for his rejection of an order by o Federal District judge which directed
the Chicago Honsing Anthority to build Tow-cost public housing units (which would

aecoccupied mostly by blacks) in white neighborhoods,

The election results showed that Poles voted overwhelmingly for Daley. The
2hth Ward, where Matthew Bieszezat is Ward Committecman, gave Daley 16,270
voles 1o 5,001 for Friedman, The 32nd Ward, led by Congressman Rostenkowski,
sent for Daley by o muargin of 15,020 to 3,736,

The Hatson with the Jewish community is in the hands of the aging Colonel
dacob Arver, the Democratic National Conmmmitteeman fremn Illinois, Cook County
Sherit! Richard Flrod, by Marshall Korshak, the former City ITreasurer, and
Caarles Swibel, chairman of the Chicago Housing Authority, who is a great favorite
of the Muvor, Phitin Kluatznik, a leader in Jewish communal and philanthropic or-
sanizations s one of the Mavor's staunch supporters,

Siree Marshall Korshak could not run again for his office, the Mayor tapped a
voung Jewish lawyer, Richard Elrod, the son of a veteran Democratic politician, to
run for steriff and to represent the Jews in the Cook County Democratic Organiza-

tion,  Phe nolitical editor of the Chicago Sun-Times, John Dreiske, explained Daley's

ove in these frank terms:
Tlirod is Jewish, and that is the basis of Daleyv's desire to huve him on the tick-
et Alarshall Korshak, also Jewish, is the incumbent city treasurer, but is pre-
vented by law from succeaeding himself,  The position of the city treasurer has
been held mainly by Jews down through the years and has become the political

nroperty of that ethnice group,’

fSirod, running against a more expericnced law officer, woen the office of Sheriff of
Cook Countyv,
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The Mavor also has the buacking (in return for his powertul support at election
time) of two very able Jewish members of Congress from Chicago, Sidney Yates
and Abner Mikva, Representative Mikva is occasionally too "radical’ for the May-
or, but he takes care not to stray too far from the Cook County Democratic fold,
Madndy through the efforts of Arvey, Eirod, Kershak, Klutznick and Yates, the
Jewish support of Daleyv has been substantial, The Jews generally prefer the Dem-
ocrats to Hepublicans and most believe that Daley is u great Mayor and a liberal
on domestic issues. Daley has been carerul to select a fair number of Jews for
sidgeships and other city und county otffices. IHe is also @ staunch supporter of
Lsruel, Ingeneral, however, Jewish political influence in Chicago has substantial-
Ivisveaxened in recent vears. In selecting his running mates for the ¢lection of 1971,
in e hich Daley sought an unprecedented fifth term, he did not designate a Jew as
one of his running mates. His 1wo running mates were a Pole for City Clerk and
4 Nearo jor City Treasurer, The designation of Joseph Bertrand for City Treas-
urer also represented Daley's realistic response to the substantial growth of the
bluavs population in the city,

In the 1971 Mavoral election, the Republicans fielded a Jew, Richard Fried-
mian, as their candidate against Daley. It was expected that Friedman, an able
and liberal volitical independent, would get sizeable support from Jewish voters.

[n ‘act, Friedman's support among the Jews, while respectable, was disappointing
to bis bacxers. Jews in Chicago vote increasingly as independents because they

do not need any special favors from the Daley machine. They are affluent enough
not to need jobs from the city, special welfare help, or recreational facilities. On
the local and state level, all they want is an eificient and honest government. Ba-
sically, the same situation prevails in cities like New York, Boston and Los Angel-
¢s, which do not have strong political machines.

But the Mayoral election provided added proof that Jews cannot any longer be
counted s constant partners in the Democratic coalition, at least not in local elec-
tons.  In the 40th and 50th wards, where the majority of people are Jews, the votes
went for the lluﬁor by much smaller margins than the Polish, Irish or Italian wards.
-1 the 50th the Mavor won by 5,000 votes and in the 49th by less than +,000. Mayor
Daler lost two wards out of fiftv, and in beth wards, one in Hvde Park/University

of Cuicago area and the other on the Near North side, Jews cast their votes in
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large numbers for Fricdman,  Significantly, the two wards are represented in the

City Council by Jewish independent Aldermen, Leon Despres and William Singer,

Lho zave Richard Friedman their endersement,

An influential alderman, Vito Marrullo and Congressman rank Annunzio, are
Daley's men in the Itadian community. Aided by their close ties to the Polish com -
unity and because of their independence, Marzullo and Annunzio are poweriful fuc-
tors m city politics, Vito Marzullo is one of the most colorful and most powerful
menbhel's of Dalevts political organization, Marzullo, who is now in his seventics,
wad bornon Sictly and came to America as a voung boy. e prefers to shun pub-
ety pat s one of the most poweriul city poiticians, His office in the Civie Center
p8 the lirgest next to the Mavor's and to Tom Keane's, Daleyv's floor leader in the
Cliy Counceil. Muraullo is undisputed bhess of the 25th Ward where he ran unopposed
for re-clection in February, 1071, This is surprising because the ward has ©« ma-
jority ol Poles and onlv 57 of the residents are Italian,  There is o large population
of blacks and Puerto Ricans,

Vito Marzullo s not only o leader of the Chieago Italians, but he is also an im-
portant factor in the Polish conmmmunity. A number of Polish-American ju 'ges, state
fegishuors and Cook County oftice holders cwe their jobs to Marzulle who was their
sponsor.  Inthe 1471 election for Mayor, Marzullo was one of Daley's key aides.
Wien, late on election night, he brought the ilayor his tally sheet, as do all ward
committeemen, Marzullo had good reason to be satisfied., The 25th Ward cast 14,699

votes for Daley and 2,177 tor Friedman,
The Mayor is Chairman of the Cook County Slatemaking Committee and to watch

nireoat this intricite and delicate task of selecting people for various offices is a joy

to hohold by anvone fnscinated with game of politics., It is also an excellent demon-

straton of Dules's political acumen, wisdom and shrewdness. The principles on
witich: Daden operates the entire process of slate-making are simple. He wants men
of abitite who rould lend strength to the ticket and who could be elected, but he also
woants oan ethinleally balanced ticket which would appeal to all ethnic groups. There
be onoadl state. county or rudicial tickets an equitable ratio of Irish, Polish,

i

BT
lialian, Jewish, und Negro cundidates.
[he Mavor is, of course, most comfortable, and usually works best ~with otz

Irish-Americans, espectally with those who came from a milieu similar to his own.
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A surprisingly large number of Dalev's associates grew up in the small Irish-Polish-
Itatian neighborhood or Bridgeport where the Mayor was born. Irishmen occupy the
most important posts in the city and in Cook County. There is George Dunne (ru-
mored to be the heir apparent) as President of the Cook County Boeard, and an old
friend, Pobo ("Parky™ Cullerton, is the County Assessor. Daniel Shannon is Chair-
i of the Chicago Parks Commission, John Egan heads the Sanitary District, and
Fromas Keane 1s the Mayor's floor leader in the City Council. In addition, Edward
Barrett s County Clerk, Joehn Carev s President of the Board of Education, and
Matt Danahier 15 the powertul Clerk or the Circuit Court.

At the Democeratic Convention of IN68, television cameras repeatedly showed
AMivor Dalew sitting surrounded by his chict aides. The Irishmen were nearest to
Rl but Dan Rostenkowski was not far behind. In 1962, with only twelve per cent
of the population of Irish descent. 12 of the 50 Aldermen and 21 of the 50 ward com -
mitteemen werce [rish,

[rish politicians in Chicago possess. on the whole, characteristics attributed to
that breed of mien. Thev are handsome, gregarious and good speakers, who like peo-
oie and like to be liked in return, A political scientist, Professor Edward M. l.evine,
WO make a special study of Chicago Irish politicans, may be wholly or partly right
when e eoncluded that they “have an obviously genuine and highly personal interest
in people, though not a4 marked concern for the welfare of the people en masse.

Their mterest is in the specific individual. particularly people who live in their
neighborhood, precinet or ward, 2nd to those who come to them for assistance.’

Many observers have noted the uncanny uability of 'Mayor Daley to do what the
peonle of Chicago want to have done. There is really no need to wonder how the
Mavor does it because he truly represents so many of the people of Chicago. There
is fitle doubt that the Mayor, with his obvicus 1:tiellectual ability, could easily have
icarned to improve the syntax and the grammar in his speeches, but were he to do
so. e would lose his easy communication with the millions of Chicagoans who have
necdifficults in understanding Daley, but whom Adlai Stevenson, Sr., used to leave
sewcildered and Hored with nis diction, high sounding phrases and sophisticated humor.

Party lovalty has very high priority in Richard Dalev's political catechism. The
iden that e could or would bolt the Demoeratic party because a platform which he

Tovt abnedious was adopted at a convention. or because the party has chosen a
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candidate not of his choice or preference, would be abhorrent to him. Su<;l1 a move
would violate his Yierce belief that party regularity is the mainstay of the two-party
svsteln, which in turn he considers indispensable to the working and survival of the
American politicat system. However, party loyalty is not enough. Ward Commit-
wemen miust deliver the votes at election time when voting tally sheets are person-
v scrutinized by the Mayvor., Those who fail to deliver the votes are shown little
meren,

threhard J. Daley strongly prefers a Democrat in the White House, but being
deeply patriotic he also respects a Republican in the White House. He intensely
dislizes to second-guess a President of the United States, whether it is l.yndon
Johnson, Dwight D, Eisenhower or Richard M. Nixon, on issues of foreign policy.
The Mavor of Chicago gave strong support to Johnson's Vietnam policy. but if Rob-
crt Kennedy would have been clected to succeed !ohnson, as Daley prayerfully hoped
for, he would have supported a pull-out from Vietnam without hesitation. On foreign
policy 1ssues, as a rule Daley operates with the motto, 'The President knows best."

Daley and his Democratic machine have a strong base among Chicago Negroes.
For veurs his black supporters were led ably, sometimes even ruthlessly, by the
tate Congressman, William Dawson. At present, the leaders of the pro-Daley
forces in the black community are Congressman Ralph Metcalfe and Aldermen I'red
Hubbard, Claude Holman and George I'. Collins. Holman, the President Pro-Temp-
orce ot the City Council is an articulate, uncompromising Daley supporter, who does
not hesitate to denounce publicly and vehemently the Blac!: Panthers, the black youth
sang leaders and the Negro mi!'tant leaders in the city. Congressman Ralph Metcalf,
handsome and soft-spoken, recently succeeded Representative William Dawson, long-
e boss of the Chicago Negroes, who represented Chicago's black South Side Ghetto
in Congress for ciose to three decades. When Daley designated Metcalfe to run for
Divson's seat, the militant Negro groups ran a candidate of their own in the 1st Con-
sressional District,  Rulph Metcalf swamped his opponent, proving once again, that
contrary to widely held assumptions, the overwhelming majority of Chicago blacks
are moderate and see some important benefits in supporting the Mayor and his city
Jovermaent, Dualey and his black lieutcnants got this support primarily because
tiney offer thousands of Negroes city jobs and economic help through the adminis-

tration of farge anti-ooverty funds. 4 4
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[ the 1970 Congressional election, Mayvor Daley won an even maore impressive
victory when he succeeded in having Alderman George Collins elected to the U. S,
House of Representatives to become the second black Congressman from Illinois.
Tae vih Congressional district embraces the suburbs of Cicero and Berwyn, long
Coechand Polish strongholds, but it also includes the 24th Ward on Chicago's West
Side which constitutes one of two huge Chicago Negro ghettos. In addition to being
Alderman, Collins also happens to be the 24th Ward's Democratic committeeman.

[ the 10970 election, Alderman Collins prevailed over his opponent, Alex Zab-
rossic by biling up ahuge vote among the 20,000 registered voters of the 24th Ward.,
Toe margin was sufficient to overcome the large Zabroski muajorities in Cicero and
Borwyin Inothe ast davs berore the election, Zabroski's campaign headquarters
cireulated aohandbill which said: UIf vou don't vote for Zabroski on November 3rd.
ouwow D wake up on November 4th with o black Congressman.” This racial appeal
proted ansucceessiul and Colling was elected.

[t was clear to the Mayor and his aides that in order to win, and win big as they
were determined in the 1971 election, it was imperative to assure overwhelming
sunport for the Democratic ticket in the bluck community., The Mayor helped his
cuuse by selecting a voung Negro banker and a former Notre Dame basketball star,
Jdoseph Bertrand, as his running mate and candidate for City Treasurer. The slating
of Berirand helped, but a major threat developed because of the worsening relations
betieen Mayvor Dalev and Reverend Jesse Jackson. the popular head of the Bread-
basxet Operation.  Jackson wanted to be an independent candidate for Mayor, but
railed to get the required number of signatures on his petitions. The black leader
made no secret of his conviction that the Mayor has ignored the black demands for
better housing, better schools, and more jobs.

In the February, 1071, Aldermanic elections, the black militants concentrated
their etforts on defeating the black Aldermen who were Daley's faithful allies and
sunparters, A former aide of Reverend Jackson ran against Alderman Holman, the
Mavor's sreatest admirer.  All these efforts proved to no avail. Holman swamped
cis opponent and the other Democratic organization Aidermen scored impressive
viclories,

nidfected by Dalev's victory in the black communiiv, Reverend Jackson en-

dotsed Richard Friedman for Mavor, The endorsement had, at best, a limited ef-
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feet, Chicago's Negroes gave Richard Daley an overwhelming vote of confidence.
e all-black 24th Wird voted tor Daley by an astonishing margin of 15,706 to 1,909,
Hohman's tally for his 4th Ward showed 14,709 to 4,461, The &}ox‘_y was virtually
she same inother black wards in the city. The election results would seem to indi-
cate that the usuwal explanation given by the anti-Daley black leaders, that Negroes
sote for the Mavor because of jobs and patronage is umsatisfactory. The margin of
Dadey’s plurality in the black wards was just too large for such a simplistic analy-
Si5 of his supbort,

[n view of the role played by ethnicity and ethnic groups in Chicago politics, it
i rather curious that those who have yritten recently on Mayor Daley have ignored
thi=s phenomenon,  Mike Royko in his book has muanaged an astonishing feat, He does
not address himself to Mayor Daleyv's ethnic policies and to the decisive support he

gets irom Chicago's ethnic enclaves in crucial elections. No wonder that the reader

lnvs away the book tascinated by the anecdotes, pleased or repelled by the venom
and the sarcasm, but in the dark as ever as to the real secret of Daley's amazing

SuCLess.

Irish Priests in Politics

Some Irish priests nave apparently concluded that a better way to bring about
changes in U.S, foreign and domestic policies would be through their entrance into
active politics,  Several of them became candidates for public office in the 1970 Con-
gressional elections. One of them, Father Robert Drinan, a Roman Catholic priest
in Boston, Massachuseltts, was spectacularly successful in defeating in the 1970 pri-
mary Hepresentative Philip Philbin, an Irish Catholic who had won re-election to
Congress in every election since 1942, Father Drinan mounted a vigorous anti-_
Vietnam campaign against Philbin, a supporter of the war, a ranking member of
the House Armed Services Committee, and a special friend of the late Rep. Mendel
Rivers of South Carelina, the chairman of that powerful and hawkish committee,
Father Drinan was helped by the rfact that Philbin, in the words of the Wall Street

1

dournal, ‘was not exactly oriented to the great issues of the day." In fact, the Jour-

nal called Philbin'"'a party hack' who dozed through most floor debates.'

After Father Drinan's primary victory, Congressman Phiipin, a life-long Dem-

ocrat, not only rcefused to support the party's nominee, but announced that he would
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wage an independent campiign as a write-in candidate, Many of Philbin's campaign
worsers have defected and actively worked for the election of the Republican candi-
date, state Rep. John McGlennon. In spite of the opposition, Father Drinan won the
clection to Congress.  Father Robert Drinan became the second Catholic priest in
the House.o The tact that he is an anti-war liberal adds & the significance of that
precedence. On the other hand, Mrs. Louise Hicks of Boston who gained fame as
dobliter vopponent of bussing school children to attain school integration, and who
holds zgenerally hawkish and conservative views, was elected 1o Congress to succeed

the long-time Speaker of the House, Jdohn MoeCormick.,

What of the Future?

e Irish i America are an ethnic group sui generis. ‘They came here down-
trodden and despised to become one of the most admired affluent groups in America.
tolitical feaders, whether Catholic or not, assiduously consult their geneological
charts to find some traces of Irish blood in their veins. \While the word "politican"
s basicaily a negative one, involving the image of a corpulent, cigar-~-swoking para-
site (i not vrook) the term "'lrish politican” evokes the image of a smooth, smiling,
friendly (if hard drinking) successtul political leader.

On Mareh 17, 1971, President Nixon, a Quaker, sent to the Irish Americans a
greeting which undoubtedly was fully acceptable to all Americans. ''St. Patrick's
Duv 1s a great dayv for the Irish, to be sure, but it is also a great day for all Ameri-
cans,” He said that all Americans value the qualities of humor, pride and courage
associated with the Irish people.  "Americans of Irish descent,” he continued, "have
given a great deal to this country, in fields ranging from governmental politics to
business and commerce, from science and technology, to art and music and litera-
ture.  The American spirit reflects contributions from every nation. But the charm
ot the Irish culture has permeated life in this country in a manner which has been
capecially profound. ™

Concluding his message, the President, as he has done on other occasions,
albuded with pride that some of his ancestors came from Ireland and that his wife's
name was Pat Hyan who was born on St, Patrick's Day.

Whar accounts for this unprecedented success of the Irish? The abilities of

their pocets, plavwrights and businessmen, their extraordinary affinity for Ameri-
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can politics and the capacity for hard work of the masses of the Irish immigrants.
But that is only part of the answer.  The Irish had a very important advantage ovel
the Jdews, the Italians and the Poles and many other immigrant groups. They spoke
fnglish and they were by and large at home in a country with Anglo-Saxon morces
and raditions,

But another very inmportant fuctor was their willingness to assimilate into the
dominant society. At best the Irish are a quasi-Irish ethnic group. \hile millions
of Americans of Irish descent march in St. Patrick's Day parades, this, for the
overwhelming mujority of them, is the only day of the year that they identify them-

selves as Irishmen, Por the rest of the yvear they are "'just Americans.”
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CHAPTER 3

THE ITATIANS AND THEIR DIILEMMAS

In the period of the Revolution, there were only a few Italians in America. An
[tatian, scholar and agriculturalist, Philip Mazzei, a friend of Benjaumin Franklin
whont e met in London, came to Virginia in 1773 and there, with the help of Thom-
as Jefiferson, acquired an experimental farm. During his stay in America, Mazzei
wrote many pamphlets calling on the colonists to cut their ties with England and
form an independent union of the colonies. Some.of these pamphlets were trans-

lated from Italian into English by Thomas Jetferson. In his book, A Nation of Immi-

granis, John F. Kennedy wrote that "The great doctrine, All Men are Created Equal,"
incorporated in the Declaration by Thomas Jefferson, was paraphrased from the
writings of Philip Mazzei. In 1784, Mazzei returned to Europe, but he wrote to
James Madison: T am leaving, but my heart remains. America is my Jupiter,
Virginia my Venus."

Italian immigration to the United States between 1800 and 1880 was very small.
It averaged about 2,000 per vear. Americans were deeply involved in the struggle
for the unification and freedom of Italy. Even in the midst of the Civil War, Ameri-
cans sympathized with the struggle of Italians for liberation under the leadership of
Giuseppe Garibaldi. Garibaldi and his red-shirted volunteers had the full support
of the American people as they fought the Bourbons, the French, and the Hapsburgs

for a free Italy. When Garibaldi escaped to L.ondon, and from there to America, the

New York Herald Tribune wrote on July 30. 1850,

"The ship Waterloo arrived here from Liverpool this morning bringing the
world-renowned Garibaldi, the hero of Montevideo and the defender of Rome,
fle will be welcomed by those who know him as becomes his chivalrous char-
acter and his services in behalf of Liberty."

Garibaldi staved in the United States for about a year, honored by the people and the

gevernment and then returned to Italy.

The great immigration from Italy began after 1880, a vear in which 12,000 Ital-
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funs cume to American shores.  Ina short period of time this immigration became
a flood.  Soon fifteen thousand Italians per day were arriving at the immigration
station on Ellis Istand at the port of New York. Between 1880 and 1903, four and a
mall mithon Italinns came to America. The reasons for this mass immigration
weire overpopulation, the critical economic depression in Italy, semi-feudal oppres-
sive conditions in villages, especially in Southern Italy, and the lure of opportunitics
for work and advancement in America. Italian immigrants were primarily peasants
rom Sicily, Abruzzi, Catabria and Campania, who, in spite of the poverty and ex-
ploitation, loved theiv villages. Many of them had no desire to settle in America
permanently, Inthat aspect, Italian immigration differed sharply from the mass
Jewishimmigration of the same period. Many Italian immigrants worked hard in
the tand of Columbus, saved as much money as they could and then returned to Italy.
Between 10908 and 1916, large numbers of Italians left the United States, but after
1020, the returnees were but a trickle. The publicity about the return of Italians
to their homeland was greeted with anger by the American press and public opinion.
To descrt America, with the money earned here and to return to the "old country"
was considered the height of folly, if not an act of treason by most Americans. Ital-
ians were looked upon as birds of passage who had no appreciation for the blessings
ot this country, The return of so many Italians to their homeland, fanned the fires
of hatred of the nativists and the xenophobes.

This hostility only increased the isolation felt by the Italian immigrants. They
were mostly men, illiterate laborers, wiio could only do unskilled labor. They
worked hard and were paid little building railroads and toiling on construction jobs.

< Thousands of Italians, however, were masons, bricklayers and stonecutters, and
the soon found better-paying jobs. TFor all of them, living in closely-knit Italian
neighborhoods was essential to their comfort, peace of mind, or even survival. In
New York, they lived on Mulberry Street, in a "'Little Italy,” in St. Louis they settled
on "Duago Hill,” and in other cities their settlements were known as "Woptowns'' and
"Mucaroni Hhils.”

The rapidity of the economic advancement of those ridiculed "Dagos' and the
Tleftovers of Southern Italy,” as many editorials referred to them. was remarkable.
In New York, Italians moved from pick and shovel jobs on the subways to the skilled

10bs in the garment industry and many started their own construction firms. Other
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thousands joined the building wrades, and still others became longshoremen in the
busy New York harbor. Soon there were many [talians among the top ranks of union
leadership,  In time, Italians had a virtual monopoly in the fish, fruit and vegetable
business in New York.

This advancement was achieved gradually and at a heavy price. The immigrants
lived i crowded homes and apartments wherce unsanitary conditions were the rule
and not the exception. The New York sanitation workers and street cleaners seldom
hothered with these areas which were always teeming with people, especially in the
summer when women and children sat on steps and fire escapes. Church holidays
and saints' davs were observed by colorful street processions. These processions
which were ted by a priest and costumed men carrying holy images, were often de-
nounced by the press as medieval superstitions and were looked at askance by the
lrisn bishops.

On sunday afternoons, after church, the teeming and noisy streets in l.ittle
[ialys were quiet, almost deserted. Mario PPuzo, in his brilliant novel The Fortu-
nate Pllorim, centering on the life of new immigrant families in New York, describes
the New York Italiun street on Sunday afternoon:

“Tenth Avenue opens all the way to the river at T'welfth, with no intervening
wall to give shade, was lighter than the other avenues of the city and hotter
during the day. Now it was deserted. The enormous midday Sunday feast
would last to four o'clock, what with the nuts and wine and telling of family
legends. Some people were visiting more fortunate relatives who had
achieved success and moved to their own homes on L.ong Island or in New
Jersey. Others used the day for attending funerals, weddings, christenings,

or--most important of all--bringing cheer and food to sick relatives in Belle-

vue.

The iife of the immigrants centered around the family and the church. While the
men remained cynical and disdainful of the clergy as only devout Italians can be,
for the women and children the church was the center of their lives. The church
wits important, but it was the familv which was the source of comfort and security
to immigrants suffering from the pangs of a severe culture shock.

Added to the burden of hard labor was the exploitation of the 'padrone'’ or the
labor-boss, The padrone, a man who usually knew a little English, in addition to
ltalian, arranged for the jobs, recruited the workers and got a fee from every hand
he hired. The working conditions were harsh, the hours long, and the padrones

showed little mercy or compassion. Complaints voiced to the padrone often brought
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immediate dismissal.  The newcomers could not complain to the American boss
pecause they knew no knglish and i1 any case he preferred to deal with the Italian

workers through the tabor boss.

Italians in the West

[n scarch of jobs and opportunities, Italian immigrants spread across the en-
tive country.  They developed vineyards and berry farms in New Jersey, apple and
peach orchards in Arkansas, and started flourishing fruit and vegetable farms in
Culitornia.  In California, Italians tound a land similar to their "Old Country' in
topography, climate and agriculture. The coastal area of California looked very
much like Tusecany and Campania, and San Diego and San Francisco reminded the
latian immigrants of Palermo and the Bay of Naples. Andrew F, Rolle, in his ex-
cellent study of Italian immigrants in the \\.'est, quotes this description of early
Lralian immigration in Cualifornia by Federico Biesta, an Italian consular official:

"The Italian population is one of the best, most active and hard working in
Cualifornia, Strong, industrious, and accustomed to sufrering and toil, our
nationals tend to their own affairs without taking part in those regrettable
disorders that the heterogeneous people of the state give vent to from time
to time,  Generally, whether in San Francisco or in the interior, the Italians
thrive and presper in their businesses and there is probably not a village in
all California in which Italian business is not well represented, just as there
i3 not a mining district where companies of Italian miners are not noted for
their good conduct, their fraternal harmony, and for the energy they bring
to their work,”

One of the carly settlers in San Francisco was Domenico Ghirandelli, who
Founded a chocolate factory which brought him great wealth. ''Ghirandelli Square''
on sun Francisco's waterfront, is today a magnificent arcade of shops and restau-
rants. ‘I'here were in succession, Rolle reports, seventeen Italian newspapers in
san Francisco to serve the large population, Italian newspapers are still published
in San Francisco and in [Los Angeles. Italian fishermen and dealers in fish were
{and still ure) dominant on San Francisco's Fisherman's Wharf, and the best res-
tarants were owned by Italians, The most outstanding success story of an Italian
immigrant concerns the rise of Amadeo Pietro (known as A. ) Giannini, a mer-~
chuant and real estate broker, who founded the Bank of Italy in the North Beach sec-
tion which was then San Francisco's Italian Colony. By keeping his bank open after

the disastrous carthquake in 1906, and by honoring its commitments to the depositors,
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Giannini gained a reputation for honesty and integrity which in time made the Bank
of Italv, which now has branches all over California. one of the greatest banking
firms in Americo,

As tinie went on, [tulians became a potent foree in California's politics. An-
gelo Rossi wus Mavor of Sun Francisen from 1931 to 1944 and Anthonyv Caminetti
was the Jirst Italian to serve in the House of Representatives. In 1913, President
Woodrow Wilson appointed Caminetti to the vost of Federul Immigration Commis-
sioner In his post, Caminetti, himself a4 son of immigrants, supported harsh, re-
sressive and restrictive immigration laws and measures, undoubtedly to please
Wilson, who had o deep-seated distaste for immigrants from Southern Italy.

In Violume V of his History of the American People, Woodrow Wilson wrote that
E ’

e imamigrants from Italv's South had 'neither skill nor energy ncer any initiative of
quick intelligence.,” Ile added that 'The Chincse were more to be desired as work-
men, 1P not as citizens, than most of the coarse crew that came crowding in every
Feur at the eastern ports,” Italians throughout the country did not support Wilson
inthe 1912 and in the 1916 elections. Caminetti, however, worked with Wilson

and his Attorney General, A, Mitehel Palmer, in the execution of the deportation
measures during the "Red Scare' persecution of left-wing immigrants in 1918,
Caminetti left office in 1920 at the end of \Wilson's presidency. ''Here was an Ital-
ian,” Professor Rolle summarizes, "who, though he never renounced his immigrant
vackground, used it in a manner totally at variance with the spirit of non-restrictive
immigration that had allowed his very parents to come to America."

In 1967, another Italian, Joseph L.. Alioto, became the Mayor of San Francisco.
Atioto, a successful lawyer, is a son of an Italian fisherman who established the
simous Alioto Restaurant on Fisherman's Wharf,

Lvidence seems to suggest that Italian immigrants in the \West and especially
in California, assimilated more quickly than their Counterparts in the East. They
were relatively few in number and there was a stronger tradition in the West which
frowned on ethnic ties and loyalties. Furthermore, the Italians were relative late-
comers to the West and especially to California. "As latecomers,’ Rolle writes,
“Itatians had to bow to customs already imposed upon society by others. They felt
bound 1o adopt existing systems until they had achieved enough success to follow
their own way of life.  In doing so, however, they frequently abandoned the old way
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Of fife forever, ... The need to catch up encouraged Americanization.” The grow-
ing prosperity of the ltalian communities in the vegetable, fish and wine industry,
speeded the process of acculturation.,  Unlike the Italians in the East, the immi-
crant in the West generally escaped the slums, the contempt and the prejudice and
this vrofoundly influenced their attitude to America. They loved the "new world"
and were proud to be a part of it

The experivnces of many thousands of Italians from the West Coast who served
in Europe, and especially in Italy, during World War II, revived the interest in Italy
and in hilian culiure.  The second generation of [talians in San Francisco (this is
also partly true in the rest of the countrs’t has shown in the post-war period a de-

sire to re-discover the Italian roots, to visit [taly and to learn more of the Italian

culture.

Italians in Chicago

A recent study of Italian immigrants in Chicago provides an interesting contrast
to the story of Italians on the West Coast. Italian immigrants who came to Chicago
in large numbers from Southern Italy, between the years 1880 and 1910, lived in
crowded and unsanitary communities which were called slums by both Italian lan-

]

guage and American newspapers., The Chicago Herald of July 17, 1887, complained

of ithe "nasty and cheap living' of the Italian immigrants and added that this was a
habit brougint by the newcomers from Southern Italy. A survey by the Commission-
vr of Labor in 1882-03 of the area bordered by Halsted, Polk and 12th Street, which
had a very high concentration of Italians, found that the tenement houses were wretch-
cd and dilapidated, that crime was high and that family life was disintegrating.

The adjustment of these Italian peasants f-rom Sicily or Calabria to the bustling,
rowdy industrial Chicago was hard and it took its toll. Lawrence Frank Pisani, in

nis study, The Italian in AAmerica, makes an important point that the problems of ad-

sustrment of Italian immigrants from Southern Italy did not stem from the incompati-
Lility of the Italian civilization with that of America's. The peasant from Southern
Italv faced (and still does today) similar problems of adjustment when he moved to
“hjan in Northern Italy. Working in "complex industrial factories, with hundreds
of ermployees and owners who did not know his name, housed in buildings with smoky

hlack walls, made the immigrant pine for the simple life he had left behind. America
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te decided (until he snew better) was hard and mechanical, a place in which to
wors and carn money, but no place to live.” Some could not or would not adjust
and returned to falv, but othiers were determined to work hard and save money,
to get better jobs and 1o provide cducational opportunities for their children. To
“se e iraasition they joined one or the many benefit insurance or social Italinn
organiyations.  Among these, the post popular were the Italian-American Civic
Union, the Italian~American Alliance and the Order of the Sons of Italy.,

To compensate for the slrangeness or the big city, like Chicago, the Italians
g renaciously to their slam communities, cven when they became economically
hle o move o better sections of the citv. In Chicago, as eisewhere, most immi-
arants orked nnder a labor hoss, a padrone wiro was the intermediary between
creroand the businessimen.  Evidence indicates that the padrones in Chicago, who

aoied o3 luhor au

gents, were on the whole helpful to the immigrants in getting jobs,

in ceplaining working procedures, in finding housing and in mediating disputes.
Some were dishonest exploiters who preved on the immigrants, especially in the
padrone ciwmps where rge numbers of workers lived for periods from several
Onins to tho venrs,

As in New York and San Francisco. Italians in Chicago advanced economically
S HD great rapidity, Using their savings, muany became property owners, others
moved gradually into better city and state lobs and still others became policemen
and firemen.  As the number of Italians in the Great Chicago clothing firms of Hart,
Svnattner and Marx and 1. 13, Kuppenheimer and others grew, Italians rose to posi-
ticens of teadership in the garment unions. Atter a tong and bitter strike in 1910,
¢ the Hart, Schatfner and Mars factory, the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union
s organized with Sidney Hillman as President and A, D, Marimpietri as Vice-
President, Some vears later, Luigi Antonini, an officer in the International Gar -
ment Workers Union, became one of the most important labor leaders in the coun-
trroand an infliential volitical figure in New York.

A they became more atfiuent, Italians began to play a roie in turbulent Chicago

politics, At the tarn of the century, Italian areas of the city were under the political
dorsination ol boss John Powers, who boasted that he could buy Italian votes for a

gluss of neer, ltalian leaders, sided by the Italian language newspuaper, I.'Italiano,

Gliled with Jane Addams of the [Jull House in repeated attempts to oust Powers as
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Aldermun of the Nincteenth Ward which had a large Italian population, All of these
attempts tailed and Powers remained the hoss of the ward until the 1920's, in spite
ol the cfforts o dislodge him and replace him by an Italian alderman,

The ltalians in Chicago, like their brethren in New York and California, op-
posed Woodrow Wilson both for his views on [tulian immigrants and because of his
alleged slights against the Italian delegates ot the Peace Conference, and primarily
Tor s readiness to hand over ‘Trieste to Yugoslavia, [ater with Franklin Delano
Roeosceveltin the White House, the Italians became a purt o the pewerful New Deal
democratic coalition.  During the thirties, the Chicago It lians finally succeeded in
sending un Itatian, Roland Libonati, to Congress as a Democratic representative.

There are. of course, criminal elements in all population groups, The most
dispussionate treatment on the subject of part:cipation of Italians in organized

crime is found in llubert Nelli's [talians in Chicago. Professor Nelli points out

et around 1910 o nuinber of non-Italian crime gangs operated in Chicago. When
thie Italians moved into the crime business which flourished in the corrupt condi-
tions of Chicago politics, the Italian 'syndicate was not staffed solely by Sicilians
or even entirely by Italians,"

The teaders of the Chicago crime syndicate were in succession: James Colos-
sbhino, wao wuas born in Calabria, but came to Chicago as a boy, John Torrio., born
i Naples, but who grew up in Brooklvn, and Al Capone, who was born in Brooklyn
but whose parents were born in Naoles. The ethnic cohesion and group loyalty, Nelli
samtiing, were a more significant factor in the struggle of the Italian criminals to
cdominate Chicago's aorganized crime than their Sicilian origin, Colossimo, with the
celn o Jdobany Torrio, moved, with the adveat of Prohibition and the Volstead Act,
frog. gambling . satoons and prostitution, to “he manufacture and distribution of ille -
2l liguor. Using terror and almost wholesale bribery of politicans and law enforce-
cent officials, Colossimo, Torrio and later Capone, became not only powerful lead-
crsan crime activites, but also exerted great political influence in all levels of
Ciacioo paolitics. "Under the leadership of John Torrio and his successor, Capone,”
writes Professor Nelli, "Tralians exerted o powerful economic and political influence
in Chicag. , and made a spectaconlar and notorious entrance into the mainstream of

citn iile and conscionsness during the twenties.  Their glittering successes and ex-
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travigant excesses. and the extensive publicity secorded their actions by the press.
dHverted public attention from the widespread but less sensational accomplishments
of Chicago's law-abiding Italinns.” The growing influence of pangsters in Chicago
s mantfested at the funeral of James Colossimo on May 12, 1920. The funeral
Sas attended Dy scores of judges, aldermen, a Congressman and a number of state
representative s,

The overwhelming migority of ks -abiding ltalians did all they could to disasso-
Citivoinemscelves from the ladian gangsters, but these efforts were hampered by the
pUinat e illions of Minericans seemed to be enamored of Al Capone's escapades
wad enen admired nis wav of doing 'business. To many poor Italians who benefited
fronn Capone’s pitronage, Jobs or gifts of coal and clothing, he appeared as the re-
Hlearnation of womodern Kobin Hood, [t was only natural for the downtrodden Italian
proviarants. the people called Tdagos” or Mwops” by the dominant society (and by
cter inanidrants). o feel a measure of pride in the swaggering 'feudal baron of
Crevrs wne treated important political figures with contempt and who for many
Mrals o as an untouchable as far as the law was concerned.,

Frank Costello, who grew up in a New York siuin, was another success story
tnoerime activides, A former rumi-runner and longshoreman. Costello became the
boss the New York crime activities during the Prohibition Era. With his partner,
Bili Lweyer. Costello employed shipg and speedboats to ship ligquor to Canada and
New Orleans.  In spite of all the efforts of the New York City police, the F.B.I.,
Costello was convieted only once, in 1015, for carrying a concealed weapon, He
spent ten months an jail and «as ol convicted until 1954 when he went to Jail on a
b raud charge. Mavor Fiorello H. La Guardia called him: "'a bum' but in 1940
Costello became the vice-chairman of o Salvation Army's fund-raising drive and
Fter was influential 1n the selection of Carmine De Sapio as the leader of Tammany
Hall, Sumimarizing the story of the life of Frank Costello, Gay Talese., a former

dew Yors Times reporter wrote, Costello never understood the rules of the New

World hecause he was mfluenced by the wradition of a lund that exists in the past. ..
He woas oving into oo land ihat professed hostility toward the most recently arrived
peasani. While most munigrants accepted their 'owly status, and worked patiently
to overcome it, Costello did not.”

The sad chapter ot the Torrios, the Capones, rind the Costellos must not be wl-
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fowed to obscure the magnificent contributions of Italians to America, Italians

fonght valiantly for the United States in the first World War. 1ln World War II, in
spite of the fact that Ialy was an ally of Nazi Germany, the Italians fought both in
burope and in the Pacific. Over a dozen Italians won the Congressional Medal of
Honor. After the war, when Italy hovered on the brink of a Communist take-over,
thae letters of American Italians to their relatives and friends in Italy were credit-
i by exoerts as having tipped the scale in the Parliamentary elections toward the

victory of the Christian Democrats over the powertul Communist Party,

ltalians in New York Politics

ladians were rather slow in getting into politics and it took many vears for Ital-
raa-Americuns to reach important political city and state offices. The first Italian
Governor was elected in 1937, The same man. John Pastore of Rhode Island, many
sears later hecame the first United States Senator of Italian descent. It was not un-
v Do ihat an Italian-American became a member of the Cabinet, when President
Jdonn o RKennedy appointed Anthony Celebreze, a former Mayor of Cleveland, to be
Svoreiary of Educatior, and Welfare.

Since therc were about a million and a half Italians in New York City. their
TirAtshow of political strength came in that city. New Yorkers and the nation well
rersernber Fiorelo L LaGuardia, who was elected Mavor of New York in 1933, after
aving served as oa ("(mg‘x'cssm;m for fourteen yeurs. [LaGuardia was re-elected in
P37 and o 104 New York has had some colorful mayors, including the most col-
crivioGlimmic Walker, but it never had before or since as great a mayor than the
ozt chubby CLittle Flower. " Fiorello H. La Guardia's background was as many -
siced s Ais performance.  He was born in Greenwich Village in New York, a child
of Achtlie Luigi Carlo La Guardia, an Italian immigrant, and an agnostic non-Catho-
ey His mother was Irene Coen, a Jewess from Trieste. Fiorello himself became
w Fodscopniian, The public generally assumed that La Guardia was a New Yorker
brrause ne so readiiv conformed to the popular image of a New Yorker. He was
briaty, loud and o fast talker ina pure’” bronx-Brooklyn accent. However, Fiorello
L Craardia grew up in Prescott, Arizona, where his father was a musician in an
premn and,

At twenty-four, when his family moved back to Italy, @.a Guardia became u
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unior American Consul in Trieste, then a consular official in Budapest and in Cro-
atin. He learned to speak, in addition to Italian, which with English was his native
tengue. Yiddish, Croatian, French, German and tungerian. This knowledge of tan-
silitges heeanrie a great asset to La Guardia in the political campiigns for Congress
and Tor Mavor of New York., When La Guardin ran for Alayor in 1933, the Jews and
e lindians comprised 43% of the city's population and his ability 1o address Jewish

[P

owds in execllent Yiddish and to speak to the population of New York's Little Italy
in ladoan, proved to bhoe o great asset. In fact, it is the muassive support of the Ital-

s and of g overy considerable number of Jews who abandoned their traditional Dem -

ovratic lovalty, that made La Guardia's clection ona Fusion ticket possible.
Fiorelle [ La Guardia was o genius in exploiting the melting pot politics and
otaeing full advantage of his append to the two most powerful ethnic groups in New
Yors, o Guardian's biographer, Professor Arthur Mann., summarized l.a Guardia's

appead to the ethnices in this wayv:

S The son of Jewish and Ttadian immigrants who attended services in the Cathe-
aral of Saint John the Divine, but who was muarried to his {irst wife in the rec-
tory of Saint Patrick's and to his second wife by a lutheran minister, was
clearty the most remarkable hybrid in the history ot New York city politics.
Belonging, vet not fully belonging, to nearly every ancestral group in the city,
including the British descended community of Episcopalians, Fiorello was a
balanced ticket all by nimself,”

Tulking to Jews, Italians, Serbs or Hungarians in their own languages, l.a Guar-

sxilfutly exploited their special values and traditions, their prejudices, fears
and hopes,  Iis supeal to the [talian-Americans, long neglected in New York politics,
wiad phenomenid. Italians were deeply discontented by their low social prestige, by
Lies of rapid economic ndvance and by lack of representation in City Hall and in Wash-
inzton, In fact, for many vears, I.a Guardia was the only Italian-American in Con-
gress. Ine Diadian press, led by the influential I Progresso, edited hy Generoso
Popes o power in New York polities, went wild in its enthusiasm tor l.a Guardia.

oo Guardin was not, of course, clected only on the strength of his ethnic appeat.
His supporters included the most prominent leaders of the reform movement in New
Tors, ded by Judge Samuel Scabury, the destrover of Tammany Hall and of the like -
whle. but corrupt, former Mayor, Jimmy Walker. [a Guardia vas also endorsed by

e New York Times, The Tribune and other New York newspapers. But the Italian-

Americans cluimed credit for Ta Guardia's election. Edward Corsi. the head of the
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Itatian Fusion Committee, declared after the election: "As we predicted, the more
than three hundred [talian votes received by the Honorable La Guardia have deter-

mined the victory of the Fusionist ticket. The now Mayor has received around nine-
The Ill Progresso spoke for

the gleetul und proud New York Italians, when it wrote, "'Finally, the greatest city

tv per cent of the entire Italian vote in New York City)'

in the world has an Italian Mavor. Viva le Nostro Fiorello La Guardia.”

In his three terms as Mayor of New York, l.a Guardia gave New York an honest
and erficient, if often turbulent, administration. The Little Flower, wearing his
wide Western hat, chased crooks out of the city government, improved police protec-
tion and did aogreat deal to help the immigrants, the poor and the needy in the big
citv, e also tiked to ride the fire engines to big fires and read comics for the chil-
dren during a newspaper strike. He was, by all odds, a great Mayor and Italian-
Americans took justified pride in him.

It was 1 measure of the growth of tie political influence of Italians in New York
City, woen in 1950, all three candidates for Mayor were Italians. Judge Ferdinand
Fecorn was o Democratic candidate, Edward Corsi ran on the Republican ticket and
Vincent Impelitteri, Pres.dent of the City Council, ran on an Indevendent ticket. The
prople of New York and especially the Italians and Jews liked Impelitteri, a well-edu-
cuted and well-spoken lawyer, who stressed his independence of the party bosses and
purty machines. He was electea.

In the decades of the New Deal, [talian-Americans voted overwhelmingly for
I'ranklin Delano Hoosevelt, although their support for FDR diminished when he ran
for a fourth term, The Italians wers an important part in the New Deal electoral co-
ddction and remained faithful to the Democratic Party through the Truman administra-
tion,  The miore affluent Italians gave considerable support tc Eisenhower, but most
[taliars returred to the Democratic fold to vote for John Kennedy. They clearly want-
ed 1o see a Catholic become President of the Uniced States.,

[n recent vears, there are clear indications that Italian-Americans are becom-

more vongervative and are now counted as very uncertain allies in the traditional

ing
Dermocratic coulition,  Rhode Island ftalians are still supporting the liberal Democratic
senntor Pastore and the San Francisco Italians voted overwhelmingly for the liberal

Dernoc: ~4, Joseph Alioto for Mayor, but the mascive Italian-American population in
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New York ity and m New Haven, Connceticut, has become increasingly conserva-
tive,  ladian candidates for office in New York in recent vears are clearly reflect-
g the conservatism of the Italian workingmen- -the union construction men, the
teaamsters and the longshoremen,

Glarer and Movnihan trace this conscrvative trend from the torties. They
point out that in 1948 when Newbold Morris, o liberal Protestant Anglo-Saxon, who
Sad Lo Guardin s support, ran against William O'Dwyer, a moderate Irish Catholic,
Morris ran very poorly in halian districts.  The rejection of Ia Guardia, write
Gluzer and Movnihan, “syvmbolized the tuct that there never developed among the
Datian-American proletarian group a genceralized ideology in support of liberalism
S nrogressivism,

The growing conscrvatisn: of Italian-Americans led to several developments in
Neww Yors politics. Reformists and anti- Vietnam liberals, mostly Jews, led a suc-
cessiul rebellion aguinst the New York County Democruatic organization which was
dominated by the suave and ruthless Carmine De Sapio.  De Sapio wus ousted and
crentindly was convicted on charges of corruption. The break with the liberals be-
sodneeven more final in the 1965 Mavoral elections.  In that election, two Italian-
American candidates, Mario Proceacine and John Marchi, ran as the Democratic
candidate and Republican candidate respectively, John lindsay ran on the Indepen-
dent-Fusion und Liberal Party Ticket, It soon became clear that Proccacino was
in basic agreement on Vietnam, on racial issues,. on welfare programs, and on the
et and order issue with John Marchi, To the dismay of New York Democrats and
many Iuadians, Procceacine proved to be several cuts below a La Guardia, or an Im-
velliteri, or even i Marchi, Ile was crude, bumbling and clearly reactionary. In
television cacounters, the articulate, handsome JJohn l.indsay clearly outmatched the
poor Mario,  Faced with the Z.L“.CI':UU.I‘.‘C of Proccuacino or the very conservative Mar -
prost e s and some white Protestunts nined with the mass of Negroes and Puer-
to Hicuns 1o give Lindsay plurality sufficient to make him Mayvor for the second term.,
L 1090 0 Mario Proceacino mode his break with the Democratic Party complete by
endorsing the Republican Nelson Rockefeller. for re-clection as Governor of New
Yor:, Proccacino denounced the Democratic candidate, the former labor lawyer
and Suprerme Court dustice, Arthur Goldberg, as a "limousine liberal.”

In doing what he did, Proccuacino rightly ass.med that he represented the senti-
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ments of most Italian-Americans, especially the Ttalian workingmen and union men.
Proceacino and the former Mayor, Vincent Impelitteri, also endorsed James Buck-
ey, the candidate of the Conservative Party for the U.S. Senate. The massive turn-
out of the talian voters. who traditionally voted for the Democrats, added strength
to the decisive victory of Governor Rockefeller and even more importantly, provided
the mavgin of fictory for Buckley in his tight race with Richard Ottinger (a Jewish
Reoresentative for New York), the liberal Democratic candidate,

The lulinns were obviously angered by the lopsided ethnic composition of the
Dermocratic slate which was headed by Arthur Goldberg for Governor. and included
a4 Negrotor Licutenant Governor and two Jews for the offices of State Treasurer and
Vitorney General, There was no Italian on the slate. The breach with the tradition
o ethinically balanced tickets and the unrest and anger of Italians on the issues of law
and order, race and Vietnam were undoubtedly the decisive factors in the victories

scored by Rocketeller and Buckiev in New York.

Ttalian Identity

How do Italians perceive their own ethnic identity today? This is not an easy
gquestion to answer. Some representutives of the Italian communitly see evidence of
increasing identification ot the second and third generation Italians with their ethnic
packground. A voung principal of an elementary school in a predominantly Italian
township in Long Island, and himself a second generation Italian-American, related
in an interview with this writer that the parents of his students are demanding the
introduction of courses in [taliun and Ttalian literature, music and art.

Futher Paul Asciola, editor of the Italian newspaper in Chicago, the Fra Noi,
and special projects director of the Joint Civic Committee of Italian-Americans, an
wmbrella organization for 40 Chicago-based Italian-American organizations, - 'd a
House of Representatives Commiittee in March 1970, that his organization sees more

progress and more interest in its work toward the rediscovery and preservation of
trre vich cultural heritage of the [talian-Americans. The programs of the Joint Civic
Comardttee, Father Asciola said, range from language classes to courses on Italian
Hrt, cuisine and customs.,

freing I.. Child, in his book [talian or American? The Second Generation in Con-

flier, which denls with the identity crisis of second generation [talians, found three
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Lepes of reactions: the rebels who want to he consideroed only Americans and wish
to have nothing to do with the talian- American community, the in-group second gen-
cration Itdians who scek an active identification with their cthnic community,  The
tiird group is apathetic and refuses to take o position on the identity issue., Mem-

'

bers ol this group avoid situations which would force them to emphasize their ethnie
Oucddronnd, but they maintain some ties to Italian organizations or societies, It is
the third group, Child found, that exhibits the highest degree of anxiety about their
Statis in the gencral socicty,

Professor Hubert S0 Nelli, in the concluding paragraph of his study on the Ital-
fansan Uhicago, relades tat interviews he conducted in the summer of 1966 and
Lesdowith 300 Ialian-American residents in an Ltadinn area near the University of
Dltors Chicago Caunpus disclosed that not one of the interviewed belonged to an Ital-
an fraternal insurance organization, and none read an Italien language publication,
Neellt concluded that with the exeeption of the Church, Italian community organizations
are fatling mto disuse. Obviously this was a hasty conclusion based on very inade-
Guate data, Not belonging to an cthnic insuranee association is no proof of declining

cihnic identity,

A reporter for the New York Times noted in November 1970 that Italians of

many walks of fife--rirst, second and third generation immigrants--vary in the de-
grecoof their identification with the Italian community. “The Italians in New York,"
tie reporter, Richard Severo, wrote, 'do not agree about who they are, what prog-
ress chey have made, since the great migrations of half a century ago and where they
stiould be going.  And vet this people, whose identity is so difficult to define, has re-
cently been thrust very much into the public eye.”" Severo recalled the muss picket-
ing und demonstrations of New York Italians to protest the use of the word 'Mafia'
and the strong showing of Italians in the 1970 clection in support of the re-election

of Gaovernor Nelson Rocketeller, and in the election of the conservative James Buck-
fen s UDs) Senator,

Severo quoted Dr, Jdohin AL B Faggil, director of Columbia University's Casa
i 58 A

Iritiang, whe said:

Clie Tthe Dalian-Americans] are not a closely knit group in any sense. .. They
Luse [pride] in being part of the great Romano-Italian civilization. . . But mostly,
they share an overriding sense of responsibility as American eitizens and in
that, they are not Italian.”
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John Ciardi, the poet, and columnist of the Saturday Review, whosoe parents

were mmmigrants, predicted that Mwithin another ten years vou won't even be able
to classity the Irdians as an ethnie group.”

On the other hand, the Italian-American Civil Rights League, founded a few
rears ago, which was responsible for the New York anti-17. 3. I. demonstrations,
cladms o rapidly growing membership of 30,000, Another new organization. Amer-
teans of Ttalian Descent, also claims a gooad reception in the Italian community,

Lonvinuel Popolivio, an Italian lawyver in New York, is rather optimistic about
the tuture of tie Italian community in America. "We will endure.” he told Severo;
TWe can go to the .-\rlgl(u—H;L_\:()n and sav: You see this road in Scotland? We built it
2,000 vears ago. . We will be patient.” An American Italian historian, Professor
Paciano L Iorizeo, commenting on Severo's article in a letter to the New York
Times suid that there is a growing number of scholars of Italian descent in America
who are studyving the Ialian imnmiigration and the Italian community. More important-
Lv. Professor Iorizzo noted that an ever-increasing number of Italian-American col-
iege students are becoming inguisitive about their immigrant parents. . . beneath the
exterior, fierce individualism generally posed by Italo-Americans is a sense of

4roud consciousness recognized and nurtured by some leaders of the Italian masses."

The Dilemma of the Image

The imuge thut the Italians present to the dominant American society is the ma-
Jor problem confronting the organizations of Italian Americans. Italians feel unfair-
Poodinked with crime activities of a few Italians and they generally deny the existence
o w national crime syvndicate, a Mafia or a Cosa Nostra, dominated by Italians of
Steilinn descent. A deep sense of uncase and insecurity seems to be sweeping the
Lalban community in America any time a Senate Committee or another national in-
vestigative body holds hearings on organized crime. The frequency of Italian
nanes that crop up in such hearings, or in reports on the operations of gambling or
iee rackel rings, makes the overwhelming majority of Italians feel that their good
nene is being smeared and they sutfer by the unfuir practice of guilt by association.

We have written that in the heydays of Capone and Costello, the downtrodden,
poor masses of Italian immigrants, the long-suffering "Dagoes,” while abhorring

the erimes of the gangsters, felt somewhat proud of the public acclaim of these
4
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Kinsmen who had wealih, power, and who sneceesstully defied (at least for a lon
tinme) the bowers of the police, the courts, and the focal and even llederal govern-
ents,

“Being charged with Links to the Svadicate,” @ widely respected alian leader
- Chicago said inan interview, 'is a very trieky business, I grew up in Chicago's
Pittle Tady, For the bovs there were only two ways to get up the greasy pole of
Suceess from the common poverty and degradation.  Lither through hard work and
cducation or through crime.  OF course I know many Italians whe are accused of
bueing crime syndicate figures, I pliaved with them on the street, went to the same
chairen and the same school and dated the same girls. If Twere to go to a wedding
of o child o one of my bovhood pals, I may well be charged with having connections
with the Muafia,

[t would be wrong to assume that concern for ethnic identity is the preoccupa-
tion ol mast Italians. On the contrary, evidenee suggests that assimilation among
the six million Italians in Ameriea is procecding at a rapid pace. Unlike the Poles,
[iadians have, ina large proportion, ccased to be observant Catholics. As early as
Lt the Reve John Vi Tolino, who made an extensive study of church attendance
arnong Italians, concluded that only about one third of ltalian-Americans can be con-
sidered "good Catholies,” He estimated that the majority of Italo-Americans have
little vonnection with the church,  There are no figures available on how many Ital-
tans have changed their names and adopted Anglo-Suxon names, but the number
must be considerable.  Seven out of ten Italians in America were born in the United
Staies and for 80% of them LEnglish is their native tongue, Consequently, most [tal-
tun language newspapers have disappeared and the membership in such old Itaijan
organizations like the Order of the Sons of Italy has steadily decreascd.

BBut there are several million Italians who to one degree or another identify
themselves and are identified as ethnic Italians. They are determined to preserve
the remaining Itnlian neighborhoods and to defend the good name of Italo-Americans.

In recent venrs, the Itulian~American Civil Rights I.cague was organived in
Sew York te defend the good nanie of Italians. It was this organization, as we have
mentioned before, which in.June 1970 organized mass picketing of the FBI headquar-
ters in New York, protesting the alleged vendetta of the I'BI against Americans of

[talian descent, For several weeks 'vindreds of Italian-Americans, old and young,

1
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pieketed the B offices shouting stogans about "lialian Power," and denouncing the
FiBLdirector, 0 Hdgar Hoover, for using the terms "Mafia,” and "Cosa Nostra'' in
frs reports. OnJune 16, 1970, Judge George Starke issued an injunction limiting
picketing to avoid public disturbances.  The picketing stopped but a tfew weeks later,
ldlian organizations organized @ mass demonstration in which 50,000 members
paraded in Manhattan protesting slanders against Italo-Americans.,

The New York Times reported that the picketing and the demonstrations were

oraanived by Joseph Colombo, 8., whose son Anthony Celombo is vice-president
of the aliun-American Civil Detfense l.eague, Colombo, according to the New York
Limes, 15 the “reputed bosg of the Mafia family long ruled by the late Joseph Profaci
antoeas scheduled to be sentenced in Pebruary after conviction on two counts of per-
iy,

On February 6. Joseph Colombo was to be honored by a testimonial dinner,

The Tri-Boro Post, an Italian-American paper in New York, reported that Colombo

will ne honored by 2,000 guests who will gather "'to honor the man who has done so
much to help his people and beleaguered people of all minorities.”

Obviousty most Italians in America never heard of Joseph Colombo and had no

desire to honor hin or hig associates, but the news about Colombo and his connec-
tion with demonsirations aimed at improving ..« muage of Italian-Americans do high-

Haht the continuing dileroma ot the Italian con.. .nity in America.

In 1971, Italian orgunizations in the United States combined their efforts to de-

savand that the mowse 1o be sade from Mario Puza's best-selling novel, The Godfather,
devte mention o 0 eowards CMafia and Cosa Nostra.'' Italians were clearly appre-
hensive as to the eficol this would have on their image when the operation of one of

the Sicilian crime ‘tamilies,” (s shown in a movie which long before its release be-
canie o topice of great publicity because so many stars \x.'ere vying to play the role
of tne Godfather, who is the head of the closely-knit crime group. In their letter
ol nrotest to the head of the movie studio, the [talian-American organization point-
i ol the concentration on Italians in crime was basically unfair, because out
ol 22 million Italian-Americans [a grossly exaggerated figure], only an estimated
5,000, or fess than 1%, are involved in organized crime. This controversy which
received wide publicity only highlights the continuing dilemma of Italo-Americans.

On June 23, 1971, during a parade on the Italian Unity Day, Colombo was shot
66
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and critieally wounded,  Sice this event, the mmfluence ol the Italian-American
Civil Detfense Loagae his rapidly declined. “The Leagne was excluded from parti-
cipation in e traditiona! Columbus Day Parade in October, 1071,

In Chicago, in 1950, some torty Malian organizations established an wmbrella
organteation, the Jdomt Civie Commitlee of Haliam-Americons,  The main objee-
tives of the Conumittee were defined by the Tounders as being:

To plan, promote and carry on charitable, cducational and culturil activilies
which witl best =crve the welfiare of Americans of Italian extraction and the
commanitye ot Large
To carey on human retations activities (e.og., anti-detamation work) on a chiri-
table nasis, for the purposce of combatting and eliminating bias, prejudice or

discrimination affecting Americans of ltalian o xtraction and their neighbors

Fo encourage and disseminate Italian cultire by sponsoring lectures, clusses
conferences and study proups devoted to the contributions which II;I]I'J.I]S have
made toworld civilization,”

I the Loreis of protection of the miage of Italo-Americans as law-abiding citi-
ceiss the Jdoint Committee opposces hearings of Congressional state investigative
podies thich rerlect adversely on the entire Italian community. Hepresentative
Fromi Annunsio, who is one of the founders and leaders of the Joint Civie Commit-

tee, detined this objective in a speech on December 15, 1963:

TV [the Itdinn-Any ric: wis] must demand the end of Committee hearings that
wiad 1o tubel, or stereotvpe all lwlians on the basis of negative or inferior
characleristics

We must demand the end of guilt by ussociation for our people.

We deplore the muanner in which a rzlrrh—xm11\1ng police officer of our Chicago
Police Deparin, ent recently referred to the Ttalian eriminal organization ex-
isting in Chicago.”

The doint Civie Connittee in Chicago met on several occasions with the editors
of Chicago newspapers to urge them to stop using the names 'Ttalian Mafia,' "Cosa
Nostra,” and in general, not to associate eriminals with their cthnic origin, Accord-
ing o rhe ntelligent and personanle public relations consultant to the Joint Civic
(‘un:n":it.tue, Anthony Sorrentine, these efforts were moderate 21y successful. A sim-

fhar mectng with the editors of the New York Times was arranged by the Italian

Arnerican Civil Rights Teague, appears to have heen far less successful.  The
Tives continues to use the term "Matia” and 'Cosa Nostra,"

The Joint Civie Committee has had some notable successes in highlighting the
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contribmtions of ftadians to America and in fostering inferest in Italian culture, both
among the alo=\mericans o the community at large, Halians are inovdinately
srond ol Christopher Columbus, They never tire ol repeating, with understandable
oride, that withont Columbus there would not have been a United States ol Admerica,
[tatian organications sponsor, in all cities with siveable Italian populations, Colum-
bus Doy Parades, Inorecent vears, the Columbus Day Parade in Chicago, organived
feothe Joint Civie Committee, while not vet rivaling the St Patrick's Day Parade,
s becorne an nnportant civie artair. Phe marchers include many Italian organtiza-
rions, invluding the nowertul Itado- Yimerican Nattonal Union, the Sons of Ttaly, the
voassed colims of the Italian-American Police Association of Illinois, and the staff
cud residents of the splendid Home for Aged ltalians, the Villa Scalabrini. On the
sorcide stand in recent vears sere the Governor, Mavor Daley, the Illinois Senators
aul tany Congressmen, and of course, heads of ltalian organizations,

Largely through the efforts of Congressmuan Peter J. Rodine of New York and
Frank Snmnzio of Chicapo, the revamped iegislation on the celebration of national
Bodichees which hecame e in 1070, included a provision making Columbus Day a
Novtional Holidav,  Beginning October 11, 1471, Columbus Day becomes a day of
dctrenal rest and celebration,

After muny vears of effort, Congressmen of Italian origin, aided by Senator
2 Pastore of Rbode Island, succeeded in having a bust of Constantine Brumidi
pinon e Rotunda of the Capitol, The contribution of Brumidi, who was partly
Cirees and partly Italian, and who spent many yvears in painting.the magnificent
fresooes on e walls of the Capitol Rotunda, was unrecognized, to the deep dismay
O e Lidiian-Americans, unttl the unvetling of his bust in 1964,

[n recent vears, [tilians in New York, Chicago, Newark and New Haven have
Lheoun 1o demand more top-echelon federal and city jobs.  Their leaders point out
1 there are very rew Dalian federal judges (there is one federal judge in Chicago
Y bedian extraction). tha there has never been an Italian on the Supreme Court
el isnt there is ondy one lalian in President Nixon's Cabinet, John Volpe, who is
Scoreary of Transportation.

It is rather sneprising to find that the Joint Commiftee has been able to com-
site “his respectable record of achicvement and to support the splendid home for

voed Ladians, the Vitla Scalabrini and the Ttalian newspaper Fra Noi. ably edited
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by Father Paul Asciola, on a meager budget of less than $25.000 per yeur, with a
modest office which has one secretary and no professional director. This budget
is i fraction of the budget of the corresponding organization in the Polish commu-
nity, the Polish Americun Congress, and is miniscule compared to what the Jewish
Anti-Deramation League spends for activities in behalf of the Jewish community in
Chicago alone,

The small budgets and the rather limited membership of Italian organizations
in America are a reflection of the fact, that while there has been a resurgence of
cihinic identity among some sectiors of Italian-Americans, large segments of Italo-
Americans have submerged in the mainstream of American life and shun specific
etanic atfiliations, This is undoubtedly true of = i ethnic groups, particularly the
Irish, but 1t is less true among the Jews and the Poles. It seems th : the Italian
community in America is still plagued by the iong-standing animosity and distrust
between Northern and Souti.ern Italians. This conflict often prevents a show of unity

woall Itulo-Americans.
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CHAPTER 4

THE FORGOTTEN MINORITY - - THE AMERICAN POILES
NOT SO SPLENDID ISOLATION

Anmcrican Poles are the least known and the least understood ethnic group in
Americia,  Thes have been truly a silent muajority group, neglected by others and
until recently neglected even by themselves. America's culture and fortunes have
been affected and arcused by the spectacular rise to power of Irish politicans. The
people i the United States were stirred by the long struggle for an iadependent
IreTind and by the drama of the establishment of Israel and they have been influenced
LY woks written by Jewish writers and by jokes o/ Jewish comedians. America re-
sponded with deep sympathy and admiration '+ Guribaldi and his Risorgimento move-~
ment and recoiled at the influence of Al Capone and other Sicilian born crime figures,
However, the long and heroic struggle of the Poles for independence, the plight of
Poland as a Soviet satellite, and most importantly, the life of the six million Poles
in America, have aroused little interest in American public opinion.

Virtually no novels have been written with Polish characters, or centering on
some aspect of Polish life in America. With the exception of Jerzy Kosinski, there
are no counterparts for o Bernard Malamud, Philip Roth, Saul Bellow, or Mario
"izo among the American Poles. Some American authors like Edna Ferber and
Nelson Algren have Polish characters in their novels, but the major themes of the
nooxs are not Polish.,  Mauy Jewish and sonie Irish and I[talian comedians bring
their respective ethnic brand of comedy to millinus of Americans on various televi-
sion shows, but there are no Polish comedians who have ever made it on the Ed Sul-
Livan show, Al thut Americans have heard I‘r‘r)r':‘. time to time are the abominal e
“Polisn jokes” whkich portrayv all Polish-Amoericans oe Poreeant, dull and dim-witted.
Amiericun audiences have seen and stili see on late terrsion shows, movies like
“Odd Man Out™ and "Exodus.” which depict «ith obvious s¥mpathy the Irish Republi-

can Army and the Jewish Haganah,
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AMuany movies have been made on the lives of Garibaldi and Mazzini, the heroes
ol e fight Yor oounited and free [taly but, to the best of my knowledge, no movie
s ever been oroduced which dealt with the century-long struggle ot the Poles tor
national independence, or which had as its heroes Generals Thadeus Kosciusko and
Borconders Pataski, two Polish heroes of the American Revolution.,

Broadway audi-
cHees Lave seen innumerable plays dealing with itndian themes (lixe the

"Rose Tatoo',
fes izt vlas s (Tike Fiddler on the Raotf” and the "Rothschilds') and many plays by
Irishy phivowrichis 1

Poti=: e

lHke Brendan Behan, O'Cascy und byvlan Thomas, but no play on
i

o Poland ar on any aspect of the Polish community in Ameriea has as

ot reached Braadway, or for that matter, even off-Broadway.
wolde v read

The authors of the

boos on etimic groaps (Bevond the Mcelting Pot), Patrick Moynihan and

Nt Glaver, nciuded chapters on the Irish, the Jews and the Italians, but did not
AL CUhout one ol

he fargest etnic groups in the United States. the Poles.
Findiv, winle the scholariv h

arvest of books and monographs on ethnic groups

Vine United States is relatively meager. there are only a handful which deal with
e nistory of Poles in America or, PPolonia,” as the PPoles refer to their commu-
Rt in Americo,

WLl Thomn

The sad iruth is, that with the exception of the splendid studies by

pas and Florian Znaniecxi, the Polish Peasant in Europe and in America,
gl

atianle

aad Miecrvsiow Halhman's Polish Poet in America., 1608-18 2, the few volumes
FOANRS ¢oare of himited merit,

One major difficulty may be that few, if any, Ameri-

can nistorians and sociologists read Polish, and the few P-lish American scholars
who could use Polish original sources see little advantage for themselves on the lad-
ders o ncadeniice life in eoncentration on Polish studies.

But lingaistic difficulty is of

course not a fully satisfactory explanation for the

20 Aerican-Poles have beeome an authentie 'silent majority' in the United
Nintes, .

Other reasons are more complex and relate to the history of Polish immi-
sration to America. Marthermore,

SIS

= ¢ it

paradoxically, until very recently this isolation
1 part, scli-inposced,

Many Poles who wanted to preserve their Po-

dentits i Mmerica concluded that cultural isolation would give the Polish com -
poanity oo heiter ohanee o stern the almost irresistable push towards assimilation

Loerivanization” and give the Polish community time to define and deepen
taeir reats of TPolishness’

in order to emerge in time as a cohesive ethnic entity
Americun scelne,

For many vears, Polish organizations and Polish leaders
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were reluctant to give too much help to the few s=bolars and writers who wanted to
write about them.  There was no effort made to meet and exchange ideas with other
cthnic groups,  In fact, until a few vears ag.., major Poelish organizations had no
programs dealing with large scale national domestic issues, and wirre not con-
verned with the image or even with the political interests of Poles 111 America,

But on the whole, the Poles in Ameriea want to emerge from their isolation.
Thes donot want to be the forgotten Americans anyv longer. In fact. they now re-
sent the ignorance of the dominant society of their past, their present. their ac-
Lomplishments and their problems, Major Polish organizations, s we shall sce.
pave embarked on a widespread campaign to inform the American public about
“Polonia,” (the name American Poles use when they reior to their community) to
protest aspersions on the image of American Poles and to protect the interests of
Poles in America and of the Polish people in Poland. Consequently, this seems

to he o propitious thne to write about American Poles,

Polisih History and "Polishness'

All etinic groups in America, as we have scen, have been shaped by the history
ancd character of their respective immigration waves, This is particularly true of
pne Poles. The uyreat magority of Poles in America arrived in this country in mas-
Slhve immigrations during the vears of 1850 and 1014,

Poles did not come to the United States from Poland be cause since 1793 there
wis no Poland on the map of Europe. In that year, after about eight hundred vears
ofexistence as an independent state, Poland was partitiniied among three of its pow-
criul neighbors--Russia, Prussia and Austria.  The partition lasted for over 125
Nears.,

Trnis long period of partition of Poland and the incessant struggle of the PPoles
Tor independence, marked by two great Upnrisings and Rebeliions, one in 1831 and

the other in 163, had o lasting and profound influence on the Polish people. They

necame one of the most patriotic veoples in Europe. To a people that lost its inde-
pendence for along time to forcign invaders and which was determined to regain its
frecdon., love of country became ahmost a naticnal Hbsession., The Polish national
poet, Adum Mickiewicz, put it well ina verse in one of -5 poems, "Fatherland,

only those who Loave lost vou, cam appreciate fullv vour lue.”" It was indeed a
72
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desperate struggle that the Polish people waged against the might of the Tzarist
Fanpive, the military machine of Prussia and the immense power of the Austro-
Flungarian Empire. A1l of the occupyving powers. at one time or another, during
the long period of vartition, attempted to suppress the spirit of Polish nationalism
tnrough cultural pressure of Russification and Germanization, bribery, political
convessions and often bruwal force.

Altthese efforts failed. Poles tud no independent political institutions, their
iilitars rebellions were suppressed. their sons died on foreign battleficlds all
over Furope inothe vain hope of enlisting the syvmpathy or military aid for the fight
Toroan indevendent Poland, However, theyv huve become in the process one people,

~itone language and one taith. The Polish language became a precicts and effec-

wobond for Poles in the three sections of oceupation.  To speak Polish. to write
in Polish, to tove the Polish language became an alimost religious commandment
Tor all Poles.

e putriotic poetry of the great Polish poets, Adam Mickiewicz and Juliusz
Siovtaesd, und the Messianic writings of Stanislaw Wyspianski, became not only
great lternture tor the educated Poles, *wt their most sacred treasures and a
Source of constant inspiration,

For the mass of poor and largely illiterate Polish peasants who formed the
overwhelming magority of the population, the spirit of Polish patriotism was kept
alive and nurtured by the Polish Catholic Church. While the Catholic Church owed
and owes today its allegiance to Rome, it was actually and primarily a Polish Cath-
clic Chured because it supported fierce Polish nationalism and kept alive devotion
to thwe Parish lunguage. Polish customs, and Polish hopes and aspirations for inde-
nendence. Ymong Poles, whether in the past or present, whether in PPoland or in
Arerica, the lines between their religious raith and Polish nationalism are blurred

and often non-cxistent, For most Poles, fierce Catholicism is almost synonymous

aoardent nationatism,  Consequently, Poles are, on the whole. emotional and

not raijonal anout fheir religion. They are more concerned with the spirit of the
vivireinn, the long estanlished customs, than about theological doctrine and liturgy.
It 12 impossible to undersiand the American Poles and their attitude to ' Polish-

nessoand to Poland without o comprehension of the tragedy of Poland and its people
during the long and blood:y neriod of the partition of their country. I'ew Poles,
W3
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whether in Polond or abread, are not moved to teas 5 when the Dolish national an-
theny is sung. It begins with the words, “Jescrere Polska nie zginiela puki, mi
cupemy’ - TRoland is not vet dead as loog as we live,

While host Amuericarn Poles, in varyving degrees, understand the meaning of
Polishaess, this complex and much inclusive concept is not easily grasped by an
oulsiner, It mcludes a special affection and reverence for the Polish language
winen poes vevond thie acvknowiedgnment or its usetlulness as a language of communi-
cation and the lunguage of their literature.  Poles love their language because it
served them well as an instrument of national survival,

Poles for generations have heen singing these lines of national defiance con-
tained in o poerm written by Maria Konopnicka: "We shall not allow our language
to be buried, we are the Polish nation, the Polish people, a tribe descended from
thwe dvnasty of the Piast kings. .. we shall not be buried. ..

Nogreater compliment can be paid to an ethnically conscious American Pole
than to tell him that he speaks “beautitul Polish.” As we shall see a bit later. the
musse of Polish immigrants who came into this country were mostly illiterate
prasants whose Polish language was crude, ungrammatical and severely limited in
stvle and vocabulary,  These immigrants taught their children the Polist that they
snew. The voung Americun-born Poles. some of whom received a good c¢ducation
and spoxe fluent and literary English, soon discovered, especially when meeting
recently arrived educated Poles, that their Polish was rudimentary, old-fashioned
and rustie. The reaction was often embarrassment and a vow never to use Polish
1gain.

In recent vears. with the rapid growth of educational levels in all segments of
Polonia, and the sizeable immigration from Poland of college educizles people, in-
cluding professionals and artists, the American-born leaders of i+ olish commu-
nity made diligent efforts to learn to speak a 'heautiful Polish' in order to enhance

tneir stunding i the community,

Polish Traits and Customs

Poles pride themsclves on their hospitality and they do follow an old Polish
proveri which enjoins the owner of the house to jovfully offer his guests the hest

Tt hils bome s, This tvpe of hospitality, in the minds of the Poles, is more
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difticult, if not imypossible, to practice in an apartment,  This 1S one of the reasons
why American Poles are overwhelmingly home dwellers.  Since American Poles are
not s o whole very artluent, Polish neighborhoods in Chicago. Detroit, Buffalo, or
Mhilwaukee are relatively small and humble, but their lawns are clean and well~tend-
oo nere 18 also evident among Poles the traditional vearning of sons and grand-
Sens ol peasants for property ownership.

Foe Tang story of the military uprisings against the Russian and German inva-
ders and accupiers of the Land and the sacrifices of Polish volunteer troops in Italy,
morhe Undted States and in the armies of Nupoleon, who always fought hoping to speed
no Polband's lloeration, booce developed in the course of centuries, a peculiarly 1Polish
sdhiniration for the militiry uniform and tor military flugs and standards. [Poles love
aiud admire their military men and they cherish the old-fashioned military virtues of
chovidry and sacrifice. Their faith in the valor of their armies was almost unlimit-
il During oovisit to Poland in 10937, this writer remembors being told by many
Poles i imiost carnestness that the Polish cavalry which was feared in llurope be-
Tore ine advent of the tanks, would defeat the Russians on the East and the Germans
ontne West,

Hund in hand with admiration for the nig ary, the Poles put their intellectuals
O aevery igh nedestal, Polish universitics and especially the 600 year old Jagiel-
fonien University of Cracow have always been treated by Poles as national shrines
and in no society does the title "Professor’ carry more prestige and more recogni-
tion han among Poles. Poles have a deep reverence for knowledge. learning and
education, Thev are proud that in Medieval times and through the later centuries,

N

cieE avere the easternrmost European outpost of Humanism and of the Renaissance.

Prooore recent times Poland was the country of origin of, among others, Bronislaw

silracwski, the father of modern anthropology, Alfred Kobrzybski, the founder of
the foience of semantics, Fiorian Znuniecki, the eminent sociologist, and Zbigniew
Breerinsal, ithie famous political scientist of Columbia University and advisor to
Presidents Kennedy and Jdonnson.

The rensons for this veneration of scholarship and scholars include the recog-
nesron o the contvibution of the universities to the preservation of the Polish lan-
~ieze. Pelish studies and Polish nationalism during the long period of partition.
and e role of Polish universities in building a bridge to Western culture. In addi-
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tion, the level of literacy in Poland, a vountry of peasants, was relatively iow and
the small number of scholars and intellectuals increased their standing and value

in the contmunity.,  American Poles, generally strongly dislike and disapprove of

the present communist govermment in Poland, but some of them give that govern-

mrent credit for miaking Poland a literate country and for its strong support of uni-
versities and writers and artists,

Many of the customs in dailv life have slowly been abandoned, but those con-
aected with the observance of Christmas and Easter are still widely observed. The
Chrisinias Fve Supper, the Wigillia (The Vigil) is the central part of Christmas ob-
servance. The magor event of that festive meal is the breaking of the Oplatek, a
thine unleavened bread of flour and water which is sometimes blessed by the Polish
nuns o teach in the parisi school, and distributed to the people. The mother or

the farher break cach other's Oplatek, und embrace and kiss and then all others in

Tamily tollow suit, expressing good wishes for a happy vear. In the United
Stites i the Christmas season, Polish papers are filled with announcements of or-
ganizations arranging "Oplatek” meetings where the private family ceremony is re-
pedated in a larger group.

Easter too is surrounded with a great deal of pageantry. The Easterfare or
e Swiczonka,” for the Easter feast includes ham, dishes decorated with sprigs
of green and very importantly, a special Baster cake called "babka." As we have
said, on Holy Saturday, the mother or children carry samples of Easter food in
busZxets to the Church to be blessed.,

Mav Srd is a special festive day for l’(;lonia. It is the observance of the Annij-
versarn ol the first popular constitution adopted by the Polish Parliament, the Sejm,
on Muay 50 1471, which reduced the privileges of the nobles and extended the fran-

ehiise to the middle class,

Capsule Story of Polish Immigration

American Poles were infhienced in some measure by the history of their ances-
rsan Polund, but they were shaped by the history of the successive waves of Polish
Dranigration into the United States.,  There are today about six million (this is an es-
timnte--figures range from three to ten million).  How did they get here, what did

thew do and how did they fare in the new land of their hopes?
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Miecisiaus Haiman, the rirst Polish historian in America and the founder of

the Polish Muscum and Avchives in Chicago. divided in his study, Polish Past in

Americn, the history of Polish immigration to the United States into three periods:

Latn - 1776 - - the colonial migration
L7715 == the palitical migration
toad-1e 0 --the ecconomic migration

Foomore migrations must be noted,  The migration which followed the conquest

of Poland by the Nuels and the wave of Polish immigrants which came to America

sinee s wchen the Polish government opened its gates to those who wished to

feves Bath ol these migrations may be termed political and intellectual.

Podes were i Jamestown Tolony and as testified by Captain John Smith, were

Hent ploneers in the struggle with the wilderness. Other Polish immigrants

cvine colaaial period were largely artisans and adventurers.

The political migration in the end of the 18th and first part of the 19th century
L

N Thie resiill

of the growing oppression of the Polish people by the occupying pow -
g oby i 3

ers ol Hussia, Prussin and Austrin,  Many of these immigrants were refugees from

e Sncceessive uprisings aimed to throw off the voke of toreign occupation. The

Trese nnmigrants were cconomically advanced and they had a relatively substantial
degree of literacy,  Having these advantages, they established themselves in the
Lnited States with comparative ease and like the German Jews vis-a-vis the Russian
Juws, ihey too looked swith disdain and disapproval on Polish immigrants who came
fron Lossian Poland or “rom Galicia which was part of Austria and where the eco-
nomic and educational conditions were much lower. The "German Poles,’’ called the
newcorselrs greenborns -- grynole.” These early animosities ascerbated as the im-
iigrais afreom various parts of Poland increased. As a consequence, in the course
Gl fectionalisnoi, local pride and religious antagonism which carried over from
the  na Corontry,” were o sad characteristic of the life of the Polish community in
Arerica. This disunity and old jealousies have only recently given way to a sense
ol unitye and selidarity. The third and the tourth generation of American Poles has,
o course, no mterest in the old feuds and animositics.

oo Polish officers entered into the pages of American history in those early
davs of this country, Thaddeus Koscluszko and Casimir Pulaski. Both came to fight

for the frecdorn of the colonies in the American Revolutionary War. Kosciuszko, an
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artillery captain, educated in a Mrench military academy, came to Philadelphia in
1770, determined to help the Americans to gain their independence. Given a rank
of volonel of enginecrs, Kosciuszko supervised the building of fortificutions at the
Bemis Heoohts near Suratoga which proved to be important to the victory of the
Americ o rorees in the Battle of saratoga,  Ordered to secure the Hudson River.
Colonel Kosciuzsko tortified West Point which was General Washington's headquar-
ters, West Point is today the Academy of the United States Army and on its grounds
there s a monument raised in honor of Thaddeus Kosciuszko because the Polish of-
fleer assisted i the founding of the Academy by urging its locuation at West Point.

Gratetul for his services, Congress awarded Kosciuszko the American citizen-
ship and the rank of brigadier-general. Kosciuszko's lite was replete with memor-
able achifevements. but his will and testame.i deserve special mention. e ordered
that ais properwy be sold and the proceeds used to purchase the liberty of as many
Nugroes as the amoun: realized would allow. Ilis friend, Thomuas Jefferson, was
naned cuecutor of the estate. KNosciuszko also provided for the education and the
trining of freed Negroes.,

Casimir Pulaski was a Polish Count who in 1777 became a Colonel in the Revo-
ftionnry Army and using his own money raised a corps ot cavalry. The organiza-
tion and the improvement of the tactics and efficiency of the new American cavalry
were Pulaski's constant goals., Some military historians refer to him as the ''Fa-
ther of American Cavalry.,” Pulaski, promoted to the rank of Brigadier-General,
lost his life 1o gallant charge in a battle during the siege of Savanna. He was 31
vears old,

Professor Lugene Kusiclewicz writes, commenting on the Polish immigrants
in Colonial America: "These early immigrants brought to American shores the
best of Polish traditions; a love ot liberty and a firm belief in the dignity and quality
ol men it made Poland a pioneer in the development of parliamentary government
aud civil liberties.”

[i is estimated that there were about 30,000 Poles in America in the Civil War
perind.  Poles served with distinction in the Union Army and three Poles, Wlodzi-
mery I\'z"/.'_\'y.:xn;'u.';si-;i, Joseph Karge and Albin Schopf reached the rank of general.

The “ceonomic” immigration of Poles us Haiman called it, which hegan about

1670 and had its peak between 1820 to 1914, was massive and overwhelmingly peas-
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ant in character. During that period of time, about three million Polish peasants
vaane to the United States, parallelling the mass halian and Jewish immigration of
the =mme period. It is important to note that the present character of Polonia--of
the Polish-American community--was shaped largely by that immigration. That

s, of vourse, true of the Irish, the Jews and the Itilians who also came to the
United States in large numbers in that period, but o case can be made that the sta-
s and the image and the problems of the contemporary Polish community reflects
the after-ceffects of the original mass immigration in much bolder and clearer relief.

Polish inmmigrants were overwhelmingly peasants who came from a society
wateh sull praciiced a variation of feudal economy. The top of the economic and
politieal and social pyramid in Poland was occupied by a small group of large own-
Cvrs onestates, many of whom were counts or princes of ancient and very rich fam-
Hivs lite the Potockyvs, the Radziwills and the Czartoriskys. Then came ua relative-
Uosmadl aroun of small landowners followed by the mass of landless and illiterate
peasants who barely eked out a living as hired hands on the large estates. The im-
migrants to America came predominantly from this latter group. In 1912, for in-
stance, wbout 200,000 Poles came to America. Professor Florian Znaniecki has
estimated that “over 507 of these immigrants were landless peasants and 27% were
siall landow ners in Poland,”

Most of the Polish peasants who came to the United States had no skills to sur-
sive inthe industrialized and strange country to which they came. They spoke a
rudimentary, pceasant's Polish, were mostly illiterate in their own language and,
of course. the IKnglish language was totally alien to them. In contrast to the Jewish
iuss immigration which included many artisans and some who had a measure of
cxperience in the textile industry and in commerce, all that most of the Polish im-
vigrants had was a great capacity and willingness for hard physical labor. Ameri-
crionihe hooming, competitive davs of its great industrial upsurge, showed little
corpussion to these newcomers.  If they were to survive they had to become un-
sxitled laborers in factories, in the steel mills of Pittsburgh and Gary, in the tan-
neries and slaughterhouses of Chicago and Milwaukee und in the Ford factories in
Detroit, Poles who had some experience in the coal mines in Poland. went in large
munbers to the coal ficlds in Pennsvivania and others found work in the textile mills

in Lawvrence and New Bedford, Massuachusetts,
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No work was too hard, too menial, too coarse or loo dangerous for the Poles,
Paen had no choiee and they could not be choosy about jobs if their tamilies were to
survive in the new environment.  This hard, demanding work was a signal contribu-
tion of these miillions of brawny and healthy immigrants who without much complain-
fng o rebelliing helped to make America the industrial giant that it is today. The
Arierican society s vet to acknowledge the debt it owes to these millions of Polish

puisants, Thew were not o sophisticated ' group of immigrants and they demanded

1
vyl

Srthe Tronctheir new country and got little in return.  In fact, instead of apprecia-
Gronl they were shabbily treated, The ridicule which was (and sometimes still is)
Steinaed onthe neads o these shaple, uneducated folk who worked sixteen hours a
Jdo i daneerousty inscoure mines, mills and stockyards, for pititully small wages,

sl

cSovrnel and ancust,
Fecting anweleome in the new country, aliens in a cultural milieu which they
did not anderstand and doubtful af their prospects “or economic advancement, many
Polish immigrans were determined lo save some money and return to their villages,
In fact, berween the vears 1591 and 1910, 234,000 Poles did return to Poland., Many
~ho stived did so because they had decided to delay their return only for a few more

sears. A Polish historian, Reverend M. . Madaj, offers an interesting insight by

ing thut this widelv shared intention of an "eventual return may provide at
fvast aopurtial explanation for the slow progress of assimilation or Americanization
v he Polish communities.” Since muny Polish immigrants intended or at least

were thinking of rewrning 'someday” to Poland, they felt consciously or subcon-

=t

ously o great incentive to go through the trials and tribulations of assimilation
or cven of gradual acculturation to their new environment.

There was one distinet benetit from this universal acceptance of hard and man-
il vori and the generally prevailing poverty in the Polish neighborhoods and areas
of dense sctilenent, There was a rapid trend toward the disappearance of the so-
cidd and class distinetions. "No work was shunned,” writes one keen observer,
Chewause nowas distasterul or hard and no man was looked down upon because his
woruas jowlye Inthis the Polish immigrant displayed a muarked change of attitude
Trorsoehat e wonldd have felt and shown in Poland; the caste concept. once so keen
cuenom othe Polish peasant that it would not permit him, if he was a landowner, to

shoooe e hand of his hired man, vanished here without o trace.”
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It is virtually impossible to exaggerate the severity of the cultural shock suf-
fered by these musses of Polish peasant-immigrants. It was much more severe
than that experienced by the large waves of lrish immigration because the Irish had
one areat advantage over the Poles--they spoke English,  The Jews too, were bet-
wer prepared for Amcerica, They were mostly city dwellers, had more intellectuals
aad artisans among them and were mostly literate, at least in Yiddish and in Hebrew.
Foven e Tndians from Southern ltaly had no recent tradition of sertdom and theyv ben-

erited somewhat ‘rom the general admiration and affection of most Americans for the
comntry of their bivth, Poles had none of these advantages and their disadvantages
WS LNy,

They vame to this country en mmasse, not from the somewhat advanced regions

or Polind, sround MWarsaw and Lodz, but from the least advanced regions of the

Alanas and southern and castern Poland.  Thev came not from big cities, but
Drocsisolated primitive villages and small towns,  These villagers had no interest
and no part in the management of the affairs of their own villuges and no voice in
s political affairs of the region or of the nation. If they voted they did so as the
local priest or the local official told them o vote. Even the rudiments of the demeo-
SIUre process were unknown to them and their life was circumscribed in the narrow
circle of their family and the parish church.

The public schools which were attended by Polish children operated on the prin-

ciple of doing away, as soon as possible, with ethnic public school administrators

o
and teachers were deeply convineed of their mission to make the "melting pot” con-
cesos realitve Anglo-Saxon and Irish teachers had little sympathy and less patience

for e long und unpronounceable Polis: nanies or for the values and customs of [Po-
fisn culture and religion. Polish children soon perceived, directly or by repeated
innuendoes, that to be Polish is to be different and even un-American. "l‘hey under -
Stood that to get along in school vou hud to forget or hide vour Polish ties and identity.
Nacwonder that the cultural shock suffered by the Polish immigrants. the hostil-
fio of the dominant society, the lack of appreciation for their cthnie and cultural iden-
tity b public schools and public institutions whicli caused their children to bhe
asiiuned of their poor illiterate parents, brought forth, in the course f time, a se-
vere inferiority compler,  Even second generation Poles were not immune from this

disabiing state of mind und a vigorous discussion is now raging among Polish leaders
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and scholars whether Poles today, most of them third and fourth generation Ameri-
cans, St swffer from an inferiority complex.

There was also a severe clash between Polish peasant mores and habits with
L advanced and advancing American civilization which prized individual enterprise
and which pul o premium on thie mass production and mass consumption of goods,
ot nateriad and culteral,

The guestion of retaining the original family name is very lmportant in any dis-
cisslon of the ethnic identity among American Poles. Ethnically minded Poles in
America do not ke kindly to Shakespeare's casual remark, "What's in a name, .. "
As fur oas thes are concerned, a nanie matters a great deal, especially if it is a
geauine Polish nume.  The resistance to the changing of Polish names seems to be
4 response to the special pressure exerted on Poles by the dominant American so-
ciety, the school, the goveramentu! bodies and especially the business community
o Analocive their numes.  For some reason, Americans feel that it is much easier
to spell and pronounce names like Toscanini and Marzullo or Goldstein and Ruben-
stein, or Piaherty and Moriarity, than Skorwaczewski and Bialasiewicz. Even
Nnmnes Hxe Breznev and Dobrynin seem to encounter less difficulty with American
tongues. There seems o be something especially alien in Polish names and per-
ceiving this. many PPoles have changed their names to avoid constant embarrass -
ment or to do away with a real or imaginary handicap toward career advancement.
Thus, Yor instunce, the futher of Senator Edmund Muskie changed the family name
rom Marciszewski to Muskie, and many a Pole with a long name bhecame a Collins,
A Smith, or o White,  In most cases these Poles cut their ties to the Polish commu-
alny and disappeared into the mainstream of American life. That is one of the rea-
s0ns uiu~identﬂ}'cunsciwus.\nicricun Poles look upon their kinsmen who American-
isc iheir nimes as betrayers of their community,  They would undoubtedly refuse to
vote Joroa political leader running in a Polish district who would opt for a popular
Amrmerican name. To Polish ethnics, a Polish name is a sign, a symbol, of Polish
pride and sodecluration of intention to remuain 2 member of the Polish community.

5
The Role of the Polish Church

The Polish Roman Catholic churches played and still play a very important role

inihe nistory and in the fife of the American Polish community. This area too, is
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Sk oncontroversy among the small nenber of Polish-American scholars
R o outsider can do 5 1o prescat the arguments in the controversy and

AsSea s lnenn as best as he can,

Poles settled nsuadiy around their Dolish parish church or in compact neighbor-
coadss o res swere, as oaowhole, devoutly religious and unlike many talians (or one
socnnd Savs dhian men) ) considered respect and obedience to the priest as a reli-
hosdvenmandiieni, Priests were respected as the men of God, the inspired rep-
vesentainies of the doly Churceh and of the Holv Father in Rome.  Being practically
theenle eifnouted men dn the community, they served as representatives and spokes-
e Tor el Isolated cotnrnunity to the local and national government and to the
These were great responsibilities which the Polish priests had

fl

sithout =ome serious handicaps.,  Their parishioners. while obser-

Vot el vers respeciiund of the Vaticen, were o fuet not communicants of the Roman
Coethodio Chagret, out o the Polish Roman Cotholie Churet, They wanted and expect -
vl U suerinons 1oobe delivered in Polish and most importantiy, thev considered the
rellolbiars custon.s which were followed into viltage church in Poland to be followed

toelr vnurches in Chicaeo, Milwaukee and Buaffalo.

United States, this comamation of deep religiosit and Polish patristism
presented aospecial problem for the Polish churches, As a rule, the bishops who
pod urisdictdon over the Polish parishes were Irish. They found it difficult to un-
cdoerstind whye Poles in America insisted on scermons in Polish, on parochial schools
woere Polish od Polish culture was to be puit of the curriculum and on the obser-

e ol Polish custonms connected with religious holidavs.

Irish bishops had as
seiv gond tne establishment of one Americanized Catholic Churceh in America and
considered the demands of Polish parishioners as narrow. parochial and divisive.
cavss coor ag they were, built beautiful churches in Chicago, Detroit. Buffalo and
clFenhoere on seli-denyving contributions from their smali earnings.  They saved for
e prlchase of their own modest nomes and shared these sivings for the building

ol nnpasing parish charches. But they wanted the'  church to be a Polish Catholic

et and fhat often arcused the tre of the Irish bierarchy. Jdames Cardinal Gib-
tons ol Baltimore said on one occasion: Ours is the \merican Church and not Irish,
Cicrroen, Balinn or Polish and we keep it american.

From the soint of wiew of the hierarchy of the Catholic church, cspecially at the
; ; ! )
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there ave only iant Polish oishops and one Polish Archbishop out of o total number
G 205 American Catholne inshops.  Mavewski complained that the Cathelic hierarchy
P Arerica has shown no Lopreciation or support for Polish purochial schools and
Lot v dioceses o Chicaoo and Detroit, with o large Polish population. have not

sunt Studeats to the Poliss seminary at Orchard Lake,  The petition also expressed

Hsanpointinent that Polish priests are not required to take courses in the Polish lan-

(o tne theologieal seminaries,

~

e svmpathetic, replied that the matters contained in the miemo-
roandin e e idin che gurisdiction of the Homan Catholice Episcopate in the United
ates, Unopoeasco, Mavewski remarked: "But Your Holiness has a great deal to

Sl ThSe Tvers nLotrers,

The Contemporary Polish Community Polish Organizations

Trere s ittde ngreement cad less hard data about the number of Poles in Amer-
fenoond the information about Pelonia is not easy to obtain, \merican sociologists
il noiltical selentists have so far exhibited littie interest in the Polish-American

4

corounity d, as o we hove said, Poles themselves were not very eager to bhe stud-
fed, TEsisring dHrerature of sociclogy, wrote a Dolish-American cociologist, "in
relition to cthnic groups can but amuse thie educated member of Polonia, who knows
oni oo well from personal experience that this literature does not even approxi-
crate e realite of what happens all about #im in his daily life, Here is a credibil-
itn co of mmowntainous proportions, et scholars do nothing about it. Perhaps the
2 tonia is equally at fault for not providing the source material and the inspiraticn
aueded to spark the effort,” This situation is now changing as morce scholars have
Shown oan interest in American Poles and as the Polish-American leaders are maore
riiing o beln those wio wish to undertake the study of their community.

ffow nany Poles are there in the United States? Wytrwal makes a definitive
Staternent thad there are today ten million Americans of Polish descent  That may
eeoctore or less true, but Kazimiers Lukomski, the knowledgeable notional Vice-
Preesident of the \merican Polish Congress, estimates that of that figure o7 ten mil-
Cion o only anout halt, or five million, consider themselves, on one way or another, as
Leionoing to the Polish-American community., T would estimate,” said lLukomski,

Citoone nillion Poles belong to some Polish organization.



Pee lurgest nuier of Poles, abowt 600,000 of them, live in Chicago. It is es-
timated that Detroit has 300,000, New York 230,000, Buffalo and Milwaukee, 130,000
cach and 100,000 cach in Cleveland, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, There is a strong
vencentration of Poles in Hastern Pennsylvania and in New Jersey. The all-Polish
citvoin the United sStates §s Hamtraniek near Detroit, which has a population of
Zhooe, neards ot Poles. Hamtraniek, like many other cities, is a virtually bank-
mapt it Ie fiads fdifticult to mect the ¢ity pavroll or to keep its roads in reason-
able repair, The financial ditticulties of Hamtramek bring into clear tocus the slow
Sate o cconomiic advancernent of American Poles. As a group, Poles are far from
Wwiluerns == far ess ceonomically advanced than the Jews and the Irish and probably,
on i whole, are worse off than the Italians, [t is their low cconomic status, their
Soncentration inodnner cities that make for the tension and friction in the relfations of
Poles and blacks. Uhe elerment of economic competition between the PPoles and 1!1;:
shtess deserves o re wttention than it receives.  But we shall treat this issue in
tore detadl when we discuss the Polish-Negro rel tions,

Foday there are upproximately 10,000 fraternal, -~ cural @l so ish or-
ciizations in the United States with a total membersnip of akoaut one » 00 L, There
i<t large and thriving organization of tHighlandere [ Pedhalans] of North Armerion
wnieh nns recent!y raised funds to build a folklore and cultnie center 1n 2 village on
tie slopes of the Tatra Mountains,  There is the Polish Catholic Feagus which helps
in building churches in Poland, ihe Polish Womaen's Civie Clubs, the Clewveland So-
cietv,oihe egion of Young Polish V. men, and miany simi.-ar organizatior, which
sidse money for college scholarships. fov deser-ing vouth in Poand. Otner organi-
sations help 1o maintain hogpitals and clinies in the inether country. Traere are also
aroanisations of Polish doctors, lwwevers, and artists *» all center= of Poloni..,

T Inrgest and most prestigious I’()ii‘sh orvanmzetion is e Polish Ni tional All -
ance siich wios established in 1350 and which unitic” rmcovy “raternat crders and so-
victic~. The original constitntion of the Alllance stated that it purpose was:

P v the foundation for an institution that would wors for the mater al and

sroral wnelioration of the Molish element in the United States by imneanc of a
rezerve fund. To such institutions belong Polish hornes, schoo!s ond all wel-

oo crganisations. .
Other wis included the protection of Polish imimigration (and) daptation of

e Lnmigrant to America, Al members had a life inssrance polis v which paid
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SHO0 it the sdeath of the male member and 2300 at the passing of his wite.” The Al-
fhance also undetrtook o foster the spirit of Polish patriotisn: by the sponsorship of

Codish cuTtrrad events and by the observance of Polish historic events,

oo PPoli=n Notionn] Mlliance today claims a membership of 340,000, All meni-
TSR E mice polivies issued by the Alliance, with an aggregate worth of
Cear medvee oollion dollars, b < first venrs, the Allbance concentrated on eco-
Moo el Cothwe Bard-pressc C b ish b cz2rants and on widespread agitation for

seoomderendoenee o Poland, Armerican Poles, 'od by the Alliance, looked upon
tnelsselves a2 the fourth provinee of Polund,  elping the three partitioned areas
o Polandg toocadn their national freedors,

oo vent on, oand atter Poland gained its independence after World War I,
vl oo e zeneration of American-horn Poles took over the leadership. the Po-

nal Alliance began to work to raise the image of American Poles and to

i

nrotect s solitical and veonomic interests.

Tne rival o CLation of the Alliance wag and is the Polish Roman Catholic
Padon. Wedie oelr objectives and activitics are similar. historically, there was a
deen tdeol cical ditference between the two organizations.  As much as Poles can
cioer be =ocular and able to senarate their church from political activities, the Alli-

ance wus a0 seoulnr’ arganization, while the Union had strong ties with the Polish

Fonan Cathotlice Chuarceh in America, This difference, while 'ar less sharp today,

v

i ~tiilin ev'ence. Ihe Alliance chapters are organized on a communal basis in-

favors un orgavizationul set-up based on
g

,.
0
-
3
¢
=

cdenendent of the chuarches, w
tie churen parishes,  While priests are  _nve in the Alliance, thew are rmuch more
eoident ia the lendership ranks of the Polisti Roman Catoolic Union. The motto of
fne Polish Roman Catholic Union is "God and Country’’ while the Alliance favors
Tevamtry and God.'oThis would secem to be an insignificant difference to nutsiders,

ot st difference that for vears poisoned the relations hetveen the two orga-

Nl

fons.,  The Jeaders of the Unlon, especially the churchmen 2 not averse tu

crineing e Adllance as an anti-clerical, secular or even sociailsi organization

iy

viin American domestic politics more conservative than the Union,

Vsowe Luve said, thesce antagonisms have largely disappeared and a relationship
of cooperation bas been achieved.  There remains, of course, a healthy rivalry for

vrecnn o ocrshin and mnfluence. 8 7
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The Polish Roman Catholic Union, ke the Uolish Alliance, provides its esti-
nuated 1HQ000 moembers with insurave . @ olicies and death benefits. 1t is a frater -
aal. social and cultural organization. In 070, Joseph Osajda became the Presi-
deat of the PLRLCUUL He represents a new tvpe of leader in Polish-American ' le.
O=ieda iz an Ymerican-been kewyver and a long-time hotel executive, who is thor-
dedreated to full collaborution with other major Polish organizations on mat-
s ool concern to the entire Polonia,

Fhe Polish Rorn Catholie Union supports St. Mary's College, a four-vear
dherad arts colleecos located in Orchard Lake, Michigan. This small, but expand-
wiors in theotogy, philosophy, and Polish culture and arts. In

dition to the vollege, the edieational conplex at Ovchard Iake includes a high

coodand s Theologienl Seminary.  More recently, under the dynamic leadership
of Dro Wals 00 Zsomibia, o Center for Polish Studies was estublished,  'The Alli-

sublizhies wdaily Polish newspaper, the Dziennik Zoonzkowy . while the [?olish

dallv, which was subsidized by the Polish Roman Catholic Union ceased publication
ci. severad other Polish newspapers are published in Detroit, New Jersey
ad e ootner vities,

Joseph Osagda, the President of the PPolish Roman Catholic Union, and Aloysius
Musewsnd, the President of the Polish National Alliance, have shown a great inter-
st the new immigrants from Poland.  Thesy both have made successful efforts to
vstuolish lines of communication with the new immigrants and opened avenues for
Lo o atiain positions of importance in their respective organizations. Mazewski,
wrable lawver, who is olso the President of the American Polish Congress. ..o Lel-
cressed many groups and clubs of new immigrants in an attempt to understan’ oo

viet s and their nrobiems,  His relations, for instance, with the active a*.! oftective

o Aeademicians Club of Chicago, which is composed of well-educater:, ey, im-
niigrants, heve been especiadly cordial, “Mazewski has made it his policy to find a
netter under Lranding with the nc“u.' immigrants,” said Witold Pawlikowski. the young
wnd enle o oesident of e Polish Academicians Clab, e made it his business and
Las succeeden,” Pawlizowski eontinued, to integrate many new immigrants into
v octivities of the Polish Anerican Congress.'
Croniticantle, Mazewski, wio some yvears ago knew little Polish, became by dint

Pohnrd wors w fluent speuker i Polish and even the sophisticuted intellectual new-
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emners nos conceede that he speaks o cood Polish, Fhis makes hin even more of

eSO grata among the new immigrants.,

Nevertheless, the conflict beteeen the old and new immigrants 1s real and it
ousht to he brieflv examined.  The old Immigrants, as we have seen, were over -

peasants whose sons and grandsons achieved a degree of social and cco-
nornie advancement, but whoese roots in Polish culture were weak at best, The
American-born leaders of Polonia seldom knew cnough Polish to use it in address-

ing their computriots. After the Yalta Conference in which American Poles were

convineed President Roosevelt "sold out” Poland Lo the Soviets, some Polish lead-
crs tried to lead the Poles from their traditional adhercence to the Democratic Par-
Coomto Hepublican ranks. T rosuccess in this effort was rather limited, but the
ind bitterness engendered were great. In addition, the leaders of 1Polonia
wal supporters of the Polish-Government in exile which represcnted the semi-
aovernment of pre-var Poland.

Qe immigrants, especially those who have come to America after 1956,

Sl Conmunist Poland decided to allow immigration, are of a different breed than
the old unmigrants, Thev are beiter educated and include many professional people
and university swdents who are deeply rooted in Polish literature and culture. They
oroud of their Polishness and speak a “bewutiful’” literary Polish. The new im-
sidrants are vehemeniiy opposed to the Communist regiine in Poland which does
Aot represent the Polish people, sut thew do not want the restoration of the pre-war

msieally totaditarian governmen: which wis dominated by generals and colonels.

Despising as they do the communis: oppression of their people, thev nevertheless
acanowledge the ind. rial advoancement ot PPoiand in recent years and the great im-
srovements in puolic educaticn and in arts,  They hope for a free Poland with a
dermocratically clected govermment.  While the dialogue between the old and newer

and newest imeizration groups 12 ot its beginning. progress as we have indicated is
virewds comsiderable. The slow cmergence of new leaders oi Polonia, who have
MR

artured on Ameriean ideds of democracey and who have acquired a deeper

snccdledoe of the rich Polish

pealtural heritage, Is a guarantee that this progress
WU continue.,
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Poles in Chicago Politics

In =pite of their frequent complaints against Mayor Daley for alleged discrim-

Iien i giving Poles important cits robs, both Polish papers endorsed him for

reselection in April 1971, This was expected from the Dziennik Chicagoski, which

wstaity supports the Democrats in line with general political orientation of the PPo-

C=h Ronce Catholic Union, but the endorsement by the Republican leaning Zgoda

LS b

ditola surprise. although o few davs before even the Republican Chicago
Iribune endor=ced Dalev. The editorial in the Dzienni.. stressed Daley's accomplish-

mentson e cty, while Zeoda concentrated on the Mayor's enforcement of law and

order during the 1968 Democratie Convention, Mayor Daley's popularity in the Po-
s connnunity soired a few weeks before the election when he rejected a plan by

which he Chicago Hoosing Authority would build low cost public housing units (to
oe asslened primarily to Hlucks in white neighborhoods). Friediman, who hedged
e the olan, ot whatever support he had in the Polish areas of the city,
Armerican Poles spend seiutively modest sums of money on their few major cul-

s Lastititions . Unlike ¢

¢ fews, who have multi-million dollar Jewish Commu-
iv Cenc r= {or the adults and primarily for the voung in almost every majou city,
Ao cersirable institeions exist in Polish oo anities. A similar s qation also
proeval s aamong the ltwdians. Like the Nalians, Polish immigrants have shown little
coneer for the building of institutions of higher learning, but there has been a
rarsed mprovement in this Cres in recent rears,

dish National Alliance sponsors the Alliance College at Cambridge
~ovings, Pennsylbvania and the Pelisn Rorsan Catholie Union Supt rts a complex of
corshoeducational institutions ai Orchard [ake, Michigan. Yet, these institutions
are concd and Tinoncially not well establishied. The Alliance College has an enroll-
faent ol 600 and St M s College has about 150 stuclents.

Dro Frsene Kusiclewics, President of the Nosciuszxo Moundation in New York
-oangnsAtitation dedicnted to the Hroar Htion of Polish sciolarshin--is a persistent
vretho o bedonints apathe i cultural atfairs,  He complained in a speech to Polish
selnrs thnt the Foundation vers most oF i1 financial support from non-Poles and
raecrted that the support for the Alliance College has been niggardly and that the

college derteriorated s - ue wWovears ago ‘hat only o threat of havings its ac-

creqiitation removed could motivate the direcio s of the Polisn National Alliance to

J0



aorenesed mterest i e school,” Phe cminent Polish scholar further noted that

the condition of the Polish Musceum and Archives in Chicaco, which have been tound-

i

v and are sponsored by the Polish Roman Catholic Union, "has deteriorated dras-

tivaliv,
The Nocrican Polish Congress has increasced ils support for the Polish-Ameri-

van Historicd Association which nas succeeded in attracting to its ranks a number

Cvounger Voerican professors of Polish descent und scholars who have recently

proonarated frone Poland.

T Allicnce College seerms to be on the way teward overcoming its difficulties.

Tne collece, tnoaddition to offering o full course of study of a liberal arts college,

offers noprogram G Polish o studies, Recently, Alliance College offered its juniors

wid seniors o opportunite of a4 vear’s <tudy in one of the universities in Poland,

Tiaz deci=ion tiken by the board o irusiees of the College after long discussions.

L8 svtnplorutic of oogrowing conviction in Polonia that in spite of the antipathy to

e Uonrmandst coverimment in Poland, cultural ties with Poland ave essential for

oo oreseroation of Polish identiis among the American Poles.

The Rosciussko Foundation, headed by Dr, Kusiclewicz, has also greatly ex-

nonded dts programs and activities,  The Foundation was established forty years

teo o Dromote the attendance of Polish vout's in colleges threagh scholarships and

teobelp deserving scholars to study the niste - of Polonia and to acquaint Polish-
\ericans swith rhcir cultural bYeritage.  The Foundation, which nccupies a lovely

iding Just oft Central Park West in a fashionable section of New York, conducts

sooariety of activities aimed to promote tolish dance, arts, and literature. Since

s estaniishmoen..

the Foundation has helped over fifty graduate students, and es-

1

Vshwed scuolurs, Poles and non-Pale s, to publish hooks, including doctoral dis-

iations on Polish subjects. More cecently, the Kosciuszko Foundation inaugu-

cehiprograry of sisoweek tours to Poland for American-Polish students to give

ihenn an opporiunity to study Polish culture, traditions and arts.

Niso in New Yorus are the headqguarters of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sci-

ences which pablishies the Polist Heview, a scholarly journal with high iiterary

suondnrds, devated to Polish Hierature and Polish affairs,  Polish-American Stud-

ics, aowrnyd devoted to Polist history in the United States, is published at St. Mary's

(dlege in Orenard Laxe, Michigan by the Polishi- AMmnerican ITistorical Association,
a9
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Nrong the migor cetimie groups in America, only the Jews have compuarable Jiter-
crnoand historical magarines,  This is significant in view of the widespread view
Tt

Vinerican Poles live in the midst of a cultural desert.
Phe major responsibility for the handling of domestie and foreign affairs of

Vinerican Poles 1= carried by the American olish Congress, an umbrella organi-

Stiton of over torty Polish fraternals. clubs and associations. IFor many vears,

Vinerican Poles were disunited and lacking a voice which could speak for them to

Tue o rmerican government and to the American public. Now the American ’olish
Cotdress speuss for most of them, The Congress was organized in May 1044 to

ip i the establishment of o free and independent Poland at the corclus:

Yookl War II0 The original charter of the Congress listed among its o
Lo =trengthening of

“the war erfort by Polishi-Americans and thus contribute to the
victors ol Poland, to increace the weltare of Polish-Americans and to a united
avtren of Armerioos of Polish descent, svithin the lawful limits of their x'ié‘hts and
privileges inthis country, to assure the sovereignity of PPoland, the 1and of our
roetiiiers, and the integrity of its borders.”

orans wears after its establishment, the American Polish Cor ress con -
venituted aiost exclusively on the Juestion of the restoration of an independent

Poland and pressed the American Governnient to prevent the Soviets from imposing

Gononnoonist government on Polung, When this effort failed, the Congress demund-
wnad the Dnfted States press Russia to relax its grip on Poland.  Yet, the Ameri-

a1 Polish Congress has not achieved this objective, but there is evidence that its

vonsiant protesis and pressure has at times ligh'ened the burden imposed on the Po-

people bethe Communist regime,

Tiw policies © 7 ine American Polish Congress in relation to Poland have vnder-
gone drastic chuanges In recent cears.  The Congress is still adamantly onroos=d to
the Cornmundsy government of Poland which it considers unrepresentative and im-
poses boothe Saviet Union, but it now supports some policies of the Polish govern-

chichoit considers to be in the inierests of the people of Poland. Turther -
Seoreinoan oamportant policy change, the Congress has decided in the eurly 1950's
Lo devote wogrenst deal < sts efforts to the strengthening of the political position and
inrlien

ce o American Poles and 1o the defense of the image of Polonia.

« policies of the American PPolish Congress are summarized in a mem-
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orandin suboitted on October 15, 1070 by the Congress to President Richard Nixon,
P Congress nsied 1he Trited States Govermment to recognize the Oder-Niesse line
v the Tinad boundary berseen West Gernnnny and Poland, When some time later, the
Polisn govermment and Chaneellor Willy Brandt agreed on a treaty conlirming the
soandary, the Congress aganin asked the United States to deelare the boundary as fi-
nab e toodeoeept the incorporation into Poland of the so-called Western lands which
sreviously netonged to Germany,

The AP O further requested that the UL S0 AL expund cultural exchanges with
vosmadand to srant Poland the most favered nation category in trade in order to as-
orts trom Poland, The memorandum stated that such imports
HORES (EE FE R }'Mli;ﬁfl people. Lo did not mention that in the long run an imprevement in

o Podis crade codance would strengthen the Polish communist government as well.

e remorandum demonstrates the dramatic shitt from the total opposition and

veceethon ol the anposed Polish government to the present policy which still orposes

el rede tsorhis government, but which supports some of its policies which, in the

ren U Yinericnn Poles, serve the interests of the Polish people.  1n view of the oit-
el nti-corpnunisn of the Teaders of Polonia, this was not an eas: oolicy to adopt
col U SUTE reguives aogreat deal of sophistication and flexibility in its application,
The denand for intensified calwral exchanges with Poland reflects a conviction that
Petish culinre camot tourisn in the American Polish community unless close cul-
cirad tes are maintained with the arts and literature in Poland.  The new nelicy
cruplains e Stdlent study tours o Poland iraugurated by Polish-American edica-
tonal instiations, Dr, Richard Kolne of the Citholic Unjversity « f America sum-
verived this vosition when he said, Ne ethnic group can long mainiain its cultural
clennty and crentivity without some tes with the original source.”

I oersonad inerciew with President Nixen the delegation from the P, AL C.,

Beidden  Alovsins Mazewsai, vho is both the President of the National Polish Al-
i of o 0 and by doseph Osagda, the President of the Polish Roman
Crotniolie Union and Tressarer of the Congress, also demanded the appointment of
aetitted Poles 1o Federal posis, ‘They pointed out that such a request was not
poctivated b divisiveness or parochialism, On this they said that they "would o=

g rd these appointiments us ihe syvmbols of the full narticipation of the ten miilion

re

Arericing of Palish origin in the mainstrenns of American lite. . . .

"y
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Fre Polisin American Congress is giving increasing support to Polish cultural
P=ntions, o but s magor preoceupation is with the defense of the imuge of Ameri-
can Poles in Avierica. The image problem lies heavy on the hearts of the Polish
voranity and e ongnt o lje beavs on the conscience of the American people.
Arnerica hus failed, as yet, toexpress its gratitude for the brawn and the lubor of
prillions of PPoles wio Sug the coal in the mines of Pennsylvania, who sweated in
coetextile mills in Mossachusetis and the steel mills of Indiana, and who worked
Coonsscasadb b bl ondivons in the stockvards of Chicago., But to add insult o
s e doindnant fociety has branded American Poles as ignorant, slow-witted
wad renctionary slobs, Television coniedy shows und night club comics continue to
PoPolish ores” thie Thero” of which is the dumb Polack.” Such an image would
srd e henr for any ccouw, bat for American Poles, the descendants of a people
Sracn custablc orides itselr on having been the defenders of Christianity in Europe.
e prowd bearves of Mestern Civilization, who have produced writers and poets like
Slensiewicr, Resmons Mickiewics, Siovacki, composers like Chopin and Paderew -
Serothie Brrden is ol oSt anbearalle,

I not difficult o nnderstand the origins of the "dumb Polack” image. The
toiss ol Polish bomigrants--the illiterate peusants--had, as we have said, no skills,
el eere alien to the English languige and Anglo-Saxon mores. For these laborers,
PUoust ve teen nigh impossible to follow the instruction of the foremen and the
nesses. Conscquently they were thougnt to be unintelligent and even slow-witted.
Toe sroblent of the fmage is complicated by the fact that the lack of respect, the
devision and the msnalits direcied at the Poles by v dominant society have resulted

C e inferiority conplex which nas atfrlicted not only the generation of the immi-

e = thelr sons and even grandsons, who were ashamed to be identified

st sveh o deprecated minority group,

[n =nite of the complexity of the problem, American Peles scem to he deter-
st o nnc, g long overdue counter-offensive. v gt urgent task, Mazew-
o deviired inon kevnote address 0 he 1970 National Convention 0 the Polish Amer-
CooLis the presentaiion of Polonia's image in historically und socio-
vt uppesdsed frame of reference. s not an easy task,” he continued. Tt

Todties are deeply rooted in ine past neglect and ignorance of our own we- ' in

coadnstrean of Averican 1ife.” Armerican Poles are now figining back agnins

o’
-
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heir detractors and defamers. Polish organivations are demanding from the com-

tiineation media the elimination of "Polish jokes” and the presontation of a true

Pnnage of the American Polish community, They tunve embarked, in the words of

Do Waiter Yhaemiba, Chairman of the Advisory Council on Education and Cultural
ViTars o the Congress, upon a planned, structured, well-organived program of

posttrve image-building of the Polish-American, as well as of the country of our

Fere=fathiers with its thousand -vear history, Polund,”

1o streng reaction of the long=-sutfering Poles aguinst defamation is showing
resalte s Televi=ion networks are more careful in allowing comedians to get luughs
¢ o enpense of the Poles and newspaper editors have begun to realive that publi-

‘ defanauory materal brings a hostile reaction from Polish groups,  And
Ry icie of TPalish Jjoies sull persists. Recently, on the show "All in the
; b the father cadled his son-in-law Ta dumb Polack.” The son-in-law, who
o distine ey Polishoname in the show, answered, "1 want you to know that I am
Lernreand oy Polishoneritage,” The father-in-law's punchline was: "What heri-
Tane W carce froms o long line of bowling teams,' Laughter.  Yet as we said,
some positive resul's have been attained.  In November, 1970, the Detroit I'ree
Proess had oo Story onietepient Polish wedding which was allegedly a long bout of

drincing and brocetine. Detrojt ?

o

Dieecerbaer Hid,

Gt o sn s eddings” and TPPolish jokes’

Cooentire Podisioconoung,

Yooseonsin aed Derwinskt of HHinols, arce conservatives.

e roderate Hiberals

des deluged the newspaper with protests and on
Michigan branch of the Polish American Congress organized a
crest demonstration which wis addressed by Mazewski, who stated that he came

Hecnalse thie Detroit incident was not an isolated one and that stories

are cruel and in bad taste and defame

The editors of the Detroit t'rec Fress printed a full

.Erx\i‘, R }'rllf.‘»l,

readers and promiised to rectify the mmistase,

Polishi-Americans in Congress

disb-Nrnericons i Congress include one Senator and ten Congressmen,

Denoarat= and two are Reonblicans.,  Generally s
; R

aking, the Democrats
orndemestic 1ssues, while the two Republicans, O'Konski of
On the issuc of Vietnan,

Congressmeoen nive generally been snovks and supported President Johnson's

solicies wd approved Nixen's invasions of Caomnbodia and Laos. The exception

-58-
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s Coneressian Heney Heltoshi of New Jersey who is o liberal on domestic issues,

Poonsistent dove on Vietnam and a foe of excessive mititary spending. The Polish-
Lerican vonneunity was shaken beotine abrupt replacement of Congressman Dan
Rosven o sal as Chndrnan of the Dermoeratic Conference, who was thought to he in
Phe T the Spenscership of the House, by Congressman Olin Teague of Texas, Sorie
Har newspaners =1 this move 4 sinister plot hatched by the liberals who aban-
oned Hestenios s and the Southerners who were assiduousiy cultivated by the Po-
pin Coneressenen e truth is prooably much simpler. Rostenkowski, an able

Coraressman, cfren bad to neglect Bis duties s chairman of e Lemoceratic caneus

ecaiEe of Treguent Trina to Chicigo 1o discharge his responsibilitics as Ward Con -

Mroennan T ohe SPnd Democratic W, Mavor Dalev would not consider relieving
SRR S nt o sewp the Poli=h o vote in thie areain line for the Democratic

S, Inaddition, e Hberals were mifred by Rostenkowski's hawkish

St oL brs Ulirtadion with the Southerners,  The Southerners simply pre-
Ve ST o portant ¢ -ition in the House hierarche .

Vo ceoen Masor Hochard Dates on the Democratic Congressnien from
ol sicensiderables Do Herennowsid, in the Spring of 1071, was becoming
Dhoceee D mbriopy over the tetnam War. D make s lot of speeches at high
S S oy district, | the sancdy-haired, -all and tioeisome Congressman said in

soeven i todengo,  and the =ids ag

damn penetriting questions about what use-
Sileirpose we're serving in Viemam. As this thing has gone on I've had n:.ore and
coore troncie answering them. Rostienkewszi's shift to a dove position was helped
socesto b Masor Dadev in Anril, 1071 asxking for an cnd to the Vietnam war in
| ViiRe e money saved onotne war to heln the cities. Rostenkowski and Ro-
ot Pielnshis whio s an expert to read the mood of voters in this district. became
LU b ol other Coagressinen co-snonsors of a resolution calling for an
coariv e Yo oot TN seithdirenad from Vietan,

Trere Seeris to hoow bhright future in che cards for the vers abide and articulate
O s Seman oo, Pocinsai, ooraniking member on the House Commitiee on
e bducarin and Wellnre, i3 @ very nepalar speaker at meetings of Poles and
St ctnnic oronnss He g vers popular with the Jews in Chicago because he is
mnsioered ostanneh riend of Tooner, The well-liked Congressman has an excellent

Sense for crnbro ing popular canses and he is not aversce to changing his views when
al
+
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T : fean Polish community wifon i oo
HOSHUISAR ! (R and wihich has more vndersianding for

cocnttnrel needs of the communite, The Alliance Colleve and the Orchord Dol

S srall institntions, bul the are growin

and intreducing new pro-

o
=

Srins and eaperbmenting with.

I'he Mosconise I Instiinie, the Polish scientific Institute

Assaciution show signs of revival and of a signif-

ir scholarly endewrors to promote Polish scholarship and

lirerature.  Young Polish scholars, some born in the United States and others oho

3

carne to AAmerica after Weorld War II or aiier 1556 Trom Poinnd, e making an im-

»
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v dont the prediction of Dl Ruasiclewics, whin

tr.e process of assimilation

there are mmdications that this will bhe a

conmier-bolanced, at least in the imme-
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