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ABSTRACT ‘ | : .
' In view of the 1973 changes brought about by the
State's. attempt to bring its authority closer to society and create
new arrangements to satisfy rural needs, Poland's rural communities
vere analyzed in terms of a typology of social action. Defined as
-action and the desire to act resulting from membership in the local
community, social action was identified via essential types derived
from the need for: life necessities; emotional tiesj; and social
affirmation..In Polish rural areas, there was evidence of an
evolutionary trend indicating changing cultural values; wherein, man
was being understood in terms of an intellectual rather than an :
emotional personality; the direct.aspect ©f folk culture was being
replaced by more indirect influences; Polish rural areas were
entering the development stage of "shaping up. life guality";
individual social activity was being influenced by social status;
social activity was being influenced by both the physical and
attitudinal aspects of the current modernization process. Operative
at the awareness, acceptance, and cultural objectivization levels, y. ~
innovative social action was performing the function of social _
control via selectivity, a phenomenon making social action leaders
vital to the total rural-cultural picture and making human
. personality, as manifest in social activity, thg most| essential
aspect of the principle of. social action 'as a means to'cultural
change. (JC) i . ‘ ) X ' :
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Social getivity of rural local communiti
' as_g_sociological ghenomenon"

" Definition of the phenomenon. What I call social acti= .’
vity is the action and the wish to act of an individual as

" a result of the fact of his membership in a local community.
Understood as social energy, it is both the energy manifested
- by concrete operations snd that potential one which under
favourable circumstances, may turn into action. |
Therefore, by the term of sociai activity I will cover
a wide range of co-operation_phenomena, which-make the system
of mutual social'security'of rural inhabitants. It inciudes~
‘the neighbourly help in the field and household works, per<.
| forming the last offices for the deceased, activity in So-~
cial Conciliatory Commissions, the task of which is self-ma-
nagement of- social co-existence_in local'communities. Thus,'
there is invoiwed both the individual, casual aéreement aim-
ing at carrying out definite operations for private use, and
permanent forms of actiVity, which have a status of a formal
institution, and cover by their operations entire local com-_
' munities-of villages-or even rural districts. All these forms
| 0. activity have the. sane feature in common namely, an at-‘
tempt of the individual to go' beyond his own family, to the

forum of %ocal_community, to meet his requirements.
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Theoretical and practical justification of the nced
. ° |

_ for?studies on social‘gctivity of present-day rural
areas in Poland. '

With the relative reducing of man’s dependence on nature,
the inter-relation of people is growing, and thus, the in-
idependence of the individual becomes ever more. social.' This
essential social process, which has been frequently investi-
gated by ethnologists in respect to aboriginal'communities

'and traditional folk cultures, has not similarly involved
sociologists of present-day rural areas,. This formed a gap '
in our knowledge on, the development of society, social cul~ .
ture and on the system of social life in rural areas. |
| Self—management activities of.Polish ruralrinhabitants
have g longestanding traditionlof many centuries. Under the
circumstances of a socialist system this self-management
found particular appreciation and support. In the. long—run
prospects there is assuded a considerable share of the so-
'Oiety in co-deciding on rural affairs. Now already there are‘
being carried out experiments of social activation of local -
~environments - the known two subsequent experiments of Nowy
Sacz. These experiments provide data calling for scientific

: analysis, in/order to explain the meaning of the defined -
}results, and to find what theoretical and practical conclu-
sions they offer for nowadays and for the future.

The setting up in 1973 of community administrative units,
which aims at administration improvement and at bringing

.. state authority closer toithe society,vmeans'in practice
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.creating of new structures af. adninistration as well as shap-
ing of new arrangements and posslbilitles for satlsfylng the
needs of rural population. Oonsequently, the system of social
rural life undergoes, end_will undergo, changes. The social
.cultﬁre of rural distrlcts and . the’interhuman relationg are,
to some exuent. a reaction to that external action coming
from euperior authorities. The bases, however, are plovided
by the total cultural heritage, whloh ipcludes experlences
and achievements of the traditional folk culture.'Therefore,

"~ the mechanism of,changes in this field is very complex.. That
is why the state policy moves require a theoreuical conei—
deration of develOpment causality of social life in local

|
rural communiuies.

The coﬂclueiohs presented below are selected from my

Doctor’s. thesis on Typology —of Socxal Activitz;/basad on

“

analxsxs of local rqral communitv/

-

- -In the phemomenon of social activity of present-day
Polish rural'areas there can be singled out three essential
types of this activity resulting from three kinds of humsa
‘needs namely, 1/ necessaries of life 1iiked with perform:
ing farmerfs profession and running‘s.household, 2/ emo-
T tional ties at vital moments of man’s life, in fate and fa-
L mily emergencies, and 3/a_thefneed.for social - affirmation
of one’s own personality, .f }

|
“~. = The’ typology of forms of social activity occurrlng

'1n rural areas nowadays shows, simultaneously. ‘an evolution

of the phenomenon from forms of minor social ‘meaning. and
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those linked with farmer ‘s worlshop only, to multi—llne

l .
forms as for theix socxal meaning, which are llnkcd with

man s ﬁerconality and the degree of 1ts development.
= This ovolutioa trend of the social activity phe-
nomenoa is also shown by its cybernotlc, formal analysts.
in the light of which Tormms of gocial actxvi»y of the third
type reveal in thci; information systems some peserves al-~
lowing an adjustible improvement, '_
= The evolution of the social activity phenomenon ia~

dicatesg . changea in the cultu*al value systein of today’'s ru~

ral areas of T’oland. Theore occu*s a rend to replace, as

a value, the man understvood in the categories of emotion by
a man in the 1ntellectural-pc?sonality sense,

- The evolution ol social activity also displays
changes in the cuSuomc of Polish rural areas. The interfe-
rence of the‘loca} communlty in different fields of life

of its single members in the - traditional fdlk'culturc'was”;

o

. carried out in a direct way, while nowadays it is a more in-

direct influehce by shaping human personalities.

- In the centre of attenulon of a local conmunitJ ‘there
always is, ex defin*tlone‘ the mos» essenuial p;oblem of
the- given tlme. Thus, if we agree ithat human personality
belongs under the cutevo‘J.of life qﬁality phenofiena, we
.may assume that Polish rural arocas have entered the dﬁVelopf
‘me nt stage of.shapzng up liAe quallty. ;

- ”he social activitv ol an iﬂdlvidual ls do»ermins&

by uhe place occupied by- uhia individual in the social
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structure. The "following criteria—factors are mainly in-
volved: profession, education farn size, sex, age, space,
family state, social and culoural situation, status, orwa—
nization membership and style of life. It should be" empha— A.
sized that social activity of the third type, which is a
social affirmation of “one “s own personality, provides a new
factor of structural differentiation of rural inhabitants.

= Social activity is closely linked with the occur- »
ring modernization process of rural areas, This is shown by
the' share of social activity in the setting up of infra-
structure, in developing the modernization progr amme, in
gaining funds for modernization purposes, in proViding the
staff needed for modernization, and in forming adequate hu-
man attitudes for accepting modernization changes.

- Social activity by taking part in all threeistages
of introducing innovations in rural areas, that is to say,
in preparing condit ions in the material and avareness
sphere, in accepting ‘innovations, and in their cultural ob-
Jectivization, performs the function of social control of
innovations, "invading rural areas ‘80 abundantly, by exer-

fcising their selection. ) '

o . Thus, social activiuy, to sone.degree and in sone';
- range, accounts for. the total cultural picture of rural

. - . areas. Therefore,. people who participate in social activity,_

and - their personalities, particularly those performing guid-

ing roles, the leaders of rural sbeial: “1ife, are of" vital |

<

. importance.‘- | S 7 .




-’”In the phenomenon of social activity there occura
a constant move of appearing and vanishing, with the rural
culture, as a total system,'eliminating, functionally, some
forms and 1ntroducing others, in its development process.'
This follows a determined and changing principle, which de~
pends on the genergl process characterizing the given stage‘
of civilization development of the society. In casec of pre-'
sent~-day rural areas In Poland this principle is reduced
to "human personality as the most essential category for the’
modernization process as well as for the phenomenon of go=-

clal activity.



