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“An Ana}ysis of Factors Influencing Attitudes ?oward Death

T The purpose of this stud/ was- to deternlne the basic factors that

lnf]uence one's att1tudes toward death A survey samp]e of 635 from
various occupatlons,-mar1ta] statuses;.ageS'and so forth was used for
the'sthdy A Fear of Death Sca]e was deve]oped and adm1n1stered a]ong .

w1th Sro]e s Anomla Sca]e and Rotter S Interna] Externa] ‘Scale.:
Attitudes Toward-Death: The Author's Theory

'
.

Fear as the Basic Attitude’Toward Death . I _ 3 o .

Attitudes'toward death are~]earned "Like»prejudice or other attitudes;Jf3

~ -

one's ba51c att1tudes toward death are ]earned from those C]OSESL to‘
him or her. If one's parents and others close to the 1nd1VLdUa] are
veryff'arful toward death and unab]e to déa] with deatn'ln any sort of
"f;' ‘ p]annig\kr enaoyab]e manner, then the 1nd1v1dua] w1]] adopt the.same |
.fearfu] p051tlon toward death LThere is no eaSJ way to d]ﬁ! There is
:no easy way to mourn' the death of another. Slnce'death is 1nev1tab]e,
famllles -and 1nd1v1dua]s w1]]-have to dea] with. death sqoner or ]ater.' .
~ How well they w1]] be able to hand]e death depends upon the1r attltudes
‘ii' toward 1t Some attltudes toward death are healthy and make for less
N j of a crisis for e1ther the individual or the famlly. Otner atlttudes ,;-
toward death are ]ess hea]thy and increase the amount of « crisis and -

o

make readJustnent more palnfu] and traglc ]aden f : | - i




It is possibTe to predict the ]1ke]ihood:of'deep'fearsftoward' L

il

death vStatemonts .as to whether or not.a'spec{fic_indiyfdua] will "

R | * have. excreme fears of death nust be quallslod ﬁ_SeyeraT relatedQVA
factors requ1re tn1s qua]1f1cat1on Hhatover nactors are pickedlas:
caus1ng the h1qh fear of.deatn are a]so 1nf1uenced by’ oth°r factors S
that are ot measured Eacn 1nd1V1dua1 is un1qU° and has had un1que
experlences that make h1m or her somath1ng deferent from a perfect]y

« typlca] human be1ng representlng a- partlcu]ar group or type of human

be1ng A]so,,dn11e there may be rlch tradltlons of extreme fear of

f te

C

-

death there are a]so probab]y rlch trad1t10ns of Tov fears toward

[y

death Sd'this study,‘llke a]] others, must c0n51d°r that 1t cannot
'control\or measure- a]] of the var1ab]es nor -even a]] of the eFfects of

the var1ab]es that 1t does attempt to measure But; througn systenatlc

h

study of these factors, rerlnoments of observatlon dno measuremnnt ulll//f =

-

I
r

be made that wllT y1e]d more. sc1ent1f1ca]]y usefu] resuTts - _c ot L
Most social psycho]oglsts wou]d agree that thore is no innate fear ;
T of death. These fears are learned at a very ear]yJage The more
r—fﬂ‘f\\\
parents and others av01d the tOpTC of d°ath the more the1r5éh1]dren‘ )

]earn t0vfea§v1t. Chl]dren are to]d that thelr dEEeased mother has gonelv/. ‘
on a ]ong Journey This is untrue and later the. ﬁgﬁld w1]1 learn that "
it 1s g ]1e A Ch]]d may also be to]d that hTS grandfather d1ed becaUS° '
he was s1ck Peop]e do not d1e s1mp]y because they are sick. A ch]]d o

must be taught to d]St]ngUTSh betweep bewng: serlpus]y ill and not so - f»
serlous]y 1]1. Ch dren in klndergarten w1]] have a]ready acqu1red \\\ ‘

: deep Tears “toward death These wlll-llke]y§1ncnease as the child ~

. matures. (Kub]er Ross} 1969: ]7841T9) . B

‘4 . . . i A ' ' "’. . ’ ' g . ’ N
@ . .. . : o : ; ' o\ S Co




"lTypoloqv of Att1tudes Ioward Death

o shou]d be'accepted

Act1tudes toward death can be d1v1ded 1nto‘foun bas1c types AT

<@

3 ‘of these types vary 1n terms of the degree\\hd natur of the 1nd_xigua1's
.'1ntegrat1on in soc1eta1 groups. In a later d1scuss1on of'the basic'f
] _quest1ons 1nvo1ved in th1s stud{ they u111 bqueferred to as’1ntegrat1on
' .types. The four types are based upon a rev1s1oncof Durkne1n S typo]ogy

- of su1c1des Accord1ng to Robert A. N*sbet a 1ead1ng scho]ar on.

o,

Em%]e Durkhe1m, the French Soc1o1og1st treatéd su1c1de as dev1ance

L (N1sbet, 1974- 228)- Durkhe1m, h1mse1f, says, "If v1o1ent-destruct30nﬂ

n.

.of a human ]1fe revo]ts ‘us as a sacr11edqe, 1n “itself and genera]]y, o

we cangot to1erate 1t undeq any c1rcumstance " (Durkhe1m, 1951 337)

Durkhe1m a]so suggested that su1c1de was 1mmora1 betad%e it "den1es I

o

: the re1|g1on of human1ty. -(Durkhe1m 1951 337) Thus by Durkhe1m S
_standards, su1c1de was regarded as an 1mmora1 act.. It would appear \

that in- nodern soc1ety to have an ‘excessive fear of ' death uou]d a]so .

Y
be considered to,be~dev1ant. ‘Since the_U.S is bas1ca11y a Chr1st1an‘

[

?:ébcﬁety,.excessive‘tEars of death would also' appear to}be dey1ant from-
th1s perspeft1ve ~For a gdod part of modern American society. 1ifé,”

_1tse1f, is sacred and what happens to the body after 11fe 1eaves 1t

1s;also sacred Part of the: va1ue of. 11fe 1s the mean1ng attached to.

it. This meanﬁng 1s enhanced by part1c1pat10n ‘and, 1ntegrat1on An soc1a] :."

groups. Groups themse1yes, prov1de de_1n1t1ons of ‘death and how 1t

, y :
In most anc1ent re11g1ons, death in batt?e was the 1dea1 way for ﬁ«

a person to d1e 1 To d1e for the group.was the h1gh po1nt of one 's 11fe

R

O'Death, rather than be1ng h1gh1y feared, was actua]1y 1ooked upon as
'someth1ng to be sought out’ For Durkhe1m, to die for othors in order

- to. save them or he1p them was su1c1de Durkh\_m 1951 ' 223)

S - . . D, ,....l.‘ T e . {:D
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T 1n’batt1e, ‘but hlstor1c,

ProoabTy most \a§{1ors . other he rOTc typﬁs d1d not. actua]]y die .:”-'

'accountS‘of br °ﬁy 1nd1cate that many d&fon-

’ 5

" strated .a w1111ngness te d1e for tne good of othets and demonstraLed

A

further a Tesser fear of death ATtru1st1c att1tudos toward death
woqu descr1be 1ndav1dua1s who were MeTT 1ntegrated 1nto the1r

oean groups and saw dzzth as someth1nq to Toqk forward to as an

it h1ghtened 1dent1f1cat1on w1th the1r soc1aT e

.eyenti Such eopTe exh

°gf5up§/aﬁd t erthe mean1ngs or sense of pfrpose for the1r 11ves

»from the groups of’ wh1ch they are a- part ATtru1st1c att1tudes towardi
death ‘would probabTy descr1be the att1tudes ofy many aged pEersons who ‘
fee] -that -they have aTready T1ved out the1r Tives anﬂ are rekdy for 1t
to end. Other types of aTtru1st1c att1tudes toward death woqu be ’w _ '“
d°monstrated by martyrs of var1ous types These are thn “true be11evers"

that Er1c Hoffer wr1tes about who woqu’d1e for any caugo to g1ve meanﬁng

to their T1ves The group ‘makes the1r T1fe wsﬁthwh1le and deatn ho]ds o
Vi ' \

| no’ fear for them ‘Hoffer wr1tes that "the estrangemnnt from- th° seTf '

-, [}
is usuaTTy accomppn1ed by a’ tra1n of d1yerse and eemnng]y unrelated

o att1tudes and 1mpu1ses uthh/a cToser prob1ng reveaTs to be’ essent1a1

3

J\
factors in tho process of un1f1cat10n and se1f~sacr1f1ce j’ (Hoffer,

: 1951 58) Others m1ght seek death because they see the bas1s for the1r

existence asﬂbelng.beyond‘T1fe. Such peopTe are h1gh1y 1nteg@ated 1nto

}4
its teachings aboit death’ seem,

:ﬂtheir.religiousvgroups and have cTose t&es .to the1r soc1a1 organ1zat1ons

: The exPerted reSPonse of. the1ng:BuB act
to make the acceptance of death easier and Tess fearfuT

A second att1tude toward deats);j the. 8901St1C att1tude strﬁ"

Durkhe1n, ego1st1c su1c1des were th0de that had a Tow degree of 1ntegra-

-

tion 1nto the1r“soc1a1 groups.i Such peop]e_had111ttle, if any, P

RN d . . L fa - f ’ : .
. . ot ! .

' . . .
. . R L T
f e .
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£—););i\ . 'identif“ation with their’social groups.and-did not take meaning‘or
purpose for the1r ex1stence From ‘the groups to wh1cn they beTonQOd

afrhese peopTe tend to be the non- reT}glous, the unmarried, and the d1s«-
Ly

-

‘ 1TTus1on°d Such peopTe -are character1zedbby few common beTiefs and

values. Life for such“peopTe offers T1ttTe nean1ng or purpose They \\ -

"havg'11m1ted ‘interaction and are dedicated tq self- 1nterests rather . ?

- . cs
»

than“to the,1nterests of the groups of which ;hey are a part.~ Groups
-do.not prouide meaning and purpose tor such peophe ' As Durkheim'sug-“
| ,gests, such- pe%QTe are very h1gh 1n rates of- comm1tt1ng su1c1de o '7,,;'
.’f; f - : S1nce T1fe seems to prov1de ]1ttTe mean1ng -or. purpose, 1t is read]Ty
; surrendered (Durkhe1m 1951 20g> Such peopTe are aTso T1keTy o
to be h1ghTy fearfuT of death _ " 7
' A th1rd type of att1tude toward dedth is, the anom1c fear of ceath.
ot These peopTe Tack the usual constra1nts and reguTat1ons ’ They‘tend to
o 'have deeper anger, d1sgust, wearQness, and emot1ons DurPhe1m views
such peopTe as hav1nq gnaw1ng or obsoss1ng needs .atuto’others nght
seem to be art1f1c1a1 or tr1V1aT Th1s is what has. been oaTTedlreTatfve.
--:depr1vat1on g§1sbet 1974 231) Such peopTe are aTso high»in fear of
e death and’ are related‘to the ego1st1c types | Those suffering from
. ”4\#44 4‘_ anom1e typ1taTTy are’ those ‘who have. undorgone some sudden change in
' tne1r T1fe styTe They tend to be peopTe who d1sT1ke T1fe Death,
"'aTso, seems to offer T1ttTe hope of anyth1ng better Death 1s s1mpTy a
' way out of an uineasant ex1stence L1ke T1fe death 1s d1sT1ked

A ’ourth type of att1tude toward death is the fataT1st1c type “For

the 1nd1v1dua1 suffer1ng from anom1e, soc1ety has very weak controls over -

-

q'the 1nd1v1duaT. 3The 1nd1v1d/a1 often does not’ qu1te know where he or -,

'-she stands and 1s d1sor1ented FataT1sm on the other hand, 1nvoTves <

”’

"sz S '\?',~ , . I~
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e Co excessiVefcohtrols by society over the 1nd1v1dua1 Yodng'husbands~who '

LN .

-, are over regu]ated or Very young marr1ed women may fynd theTr a]ter- .

nat1ves are S0 11m1ted that theip s1tuat1on becomes oppress1ve S]ave§

e e e L S . 4 . -

and pr1soners wou1d suffer the same fate Soc1ety seems to regu.ate
i'"&~L7mwrthout any . freedom of chb1ce “Life is mapped out for the 1nd1v1dua1

o f“fnf/} | -W1thout any¥hope for a]ternat1ves. H1s\br her future is® a]ready dec1ded
" ,P?hi ;i. 7 The Street corner man in the ghettQ need on]y@1ook‘at the o1der street
: L""lf d -.corner men to see where he W111 be 1n ten or twenty years Death, jjke
life;:is feared but at Teast’ death offers an-. escape | .

-/
Fata11sm can’ a]so be of st111 another type Some soc1a1 and po11—,

' D - -tical 1eader§;seem to enhlbjt still anothier type of. ﬁata11sm toward
- j,d.. o 'death Robert Kennedy, Mr Mart1n Luther K1ng,:§r > and other such

1eaders seem death- prone byfthe1r verygsty1e of J1fe By provoklng con¥

troversy and f11rt1ng W1th'death, they seem to{; ngite potent1a1 assass1ns

5”
Nh11e more work needs to bé done -in th1s area, here seems to be 1/kt1e

-,'doubt that some 1eaders are more assass1nat10n -prone than others. - L1ke

o

- the a]tru1st1c type, the f ta11st1c type seems to have 11ttle fear of,‘

°

death Gﬁpeath W111 occur when one's tfﬁe iswp. Th1s is in contrast

s »
.t .. s

}..\ w1th the idea of death as.an.escape ‘which Emile Durk?i1m attrTbuted t0v¢§-‘

et . - A
: . - . e . . .
. & . . LR

h1s fata11st1c type. A S S,
wf

-

‘The work 6f Ta1cott Parsons a1so seems to 1end support to the typo]o-

,gy JUSt presented. - Parsons stresses the 1dea ofs shared sent1ments as a

-

"bas15 of 1nd1V1dua1 cho1ce among poss1b1e paths of conduct and thought

!

He' suggests that the subJect1ve mean1ngs ‘that one ass1gns to his or. her

expér1ences is an 1mportant cause of action, Parsons sh1fts his focus

L from the forces of _the changes:brought about'by the dfvision-of 1abor be- ;
o - com%ng increasihg1y'comp1ex«to the subjective meanfngs assigned to indivi-.,
dual. exper1enoe5 w1th1n the framework of one's Eos1t1on in the expand1ng

. .
. ' . ~ e . ) .
' . - ; - ' . % ! . . : . ! .y
ot i - ‘ . 8, - .
B - o .. . P - L. « .
. . ' . - . . . .
o \k S ‘ | . e




;J‘) L d1v1s1on of Tabor Anom1e woqu then be present where the common sent1- Y

L .o ments were not strong]y upher and where reguTat1ons were weak]y enforced.

: y;‘“- __. Ego1sm woqu be present when the coTTect1v1ty p]aced a h1gh va]ue on the\'

Lt : . - . : / .
A f.1nd1v1dua1 (ParsAQs, 1951 144) o }
' LA o

: Tent tive. Hypotheses _ _— L ,
. i7f’r- - } The b§s1c questJon 1nvo]ved in th1s study is what are the ;\§1c fac-

R ":‘tors that 1nf1uence one's tt1tudes toward: death ‘Questions C?Utra] to
. ; c. .v .. .-
Y the Proposed investigationJar these S - o . «—

_ T. What factors cdn be 1dent1f1ed wh1ch seem to pred1spose certa1n

1nd1v1dua1s to d1fferent types of?att1tudes toward death7

2. Nhat are the genera] soc1eta1 part1c1pat1on sty]es of - 1nd1v1fua1s
of the var1ous 1ntegrat1on~tyDes7 Can d1st1nct sty]es be 1dent1f1e

e e
For examp]e, do these of one type have d1st1nct occupat1ons, mar1ta1 status

v’

3?' .
o : '-~s1m11ar res1dence s1ze, and so forth. as compared to “those of anothehbtype7

g

‘13 3 Are. there §pec1f1c d1fferences among the 1ntegrat1on types in terms

. o of 'seores on- tests measur1ng anom1e7 In other Words, do some types haVe
r o e _
ff{ w s1gn1f1cant1y greater amounts of anomie. than other types7

i'%#w{ o 4, what specific factors are usefuT 1n determ1n1ng-an 1nd1v1dua]'
_-measure Qf: fear of death7 _Are 'some d1st1nct1onsﬁmore usefu] than others -~

~in determ1n n att1tudes toward death7 . . -

These questnons are bas1ca11y aT] 1nterre1ated Tentat1ve hypotheses
¥ . ’ .- . .
_ may be suggested 1n regard to each of . these quest1ons

~TT. Fear of death var1es 1nverse1y w1th the degree of 1ntegrat1on of

;(7/;/’~// the 1nd1v1dua1 in the soS/aT groups of wh1ch the 1nd1v1dua1 forms. a part

L
2 Fear of death var1es darect]y w1th the degree of anom1e of the

-~

oot ind1v1dua1., - Lo T

Y

\ - - 3 Fear of death‘yar1es 1nverse]y w1th .the degree of 1nternaT orienta- -

. 9* . . \\"'T' . i . g o .
t1on Qf the 1nd1v1dua1 o 9 . Voo , . \[ '




i 1

e N T A X e e e
'-_(" | oy The spec1f1c 11st of the tenta 1'\ve hypotheses and the1r Varwus a

1eve1s 1s gWen be]ow UL Lo * S
, . - . T o :'X- ‘ L . 7 BT
i - i

o F]Y‘St Leve]

Hox Fear of death varies inver eb/m th the degre& of .

“oo. ‘_h .integration’ of the social groups of. wh1ch the 1nd1v1dua1 X
_ .\_'.fff-:“ L /orms a part : .o B NI
. SecondLve1 . ' = ' FEUR
| ".Hl':‘ Fear, of* death varies 1nver4e’(y with the degree of e
T ' 1ntegrat1 on of, rehg1ous society T T

H2 Fear f death varfes inversely with. the degret of
-1ntegra 10?l of domestic.society

SRS Hat Fear of th varies inversely with: the degre‘I of .
- o7 _’ ' lnteg(a“hon of po‘l1t1ca1 soc1et_y '
. s "4 v . . o . " T N
- —Thl rd Leve] o , A R . ; C
f ) [ .. ‘ * . A . . ) ?. ' - .. N -
“Hp: City dweHer }r‘ura] dwe]Ters Y
Ho: Adults >chitdren ' o . .
-, H3: 0lder adults > younger adu]ts e ) v B

Hg: _Ma]es > females .

.. Hg: - Lacking mission in hfe>Nlth mission in 11fe .
Hg: Dislike of 1ife> prefer life

H7: Without religious support>w1th re11g1ous support. o<
. ' 'H3: Upper social classes > lower soc1a1 ‘classes. )
Q\ : Hg: Unmarried>married . ~
g \HlO« Often depressegd and sad>ra?‘e1_y depressed and Sad
\" S H11: Avoid thoughtg on death> can actively think about death A -
' H12 .Those who k death exper1ence>those who have death exper1ence L

.a‘.

The basm p051tlon be1ng taken in th1s stud_y is that soc1ety has- prr_
macy over the 1nd1v1dua1 Accordlng to Durkhelm, the s1ng1e most lmportant n

- umf_ymg forces in soc1et_y are the basm e1ements found in the re11g1 ous _
. N

"‘,‘ -1nst1tut1on/2 (Durkhelm, 1915 38) The force and 1mpact of re11g1on*1n

_modern Amer1can 11fe is sornewhat open to questlon \An attempt Wil be -made

Id ‘\v .
to determine whether or not r’eHg1on hak any affect uporl att1tudes toward o

N death o I - ' .7
¢ A maJor concept that wﬂ1 be d1ff1cu1t, if not 1mp0351b1e to deal w1th _
«
d1re%;t1_y, 'lS what are norma1 1eve1s of fear of death'?\’Above what‘ pQ1nt do

y
»
!




L)

t .
-
- ‘ T i

fears toward death b°cow= patno]dg1ca]7 51nee\Laere are no estab11sned

"rates oF fear of death, an attempt w111 be made to conparc scores on the-f

- newl” fear of death sca]e w1tn ex1st1ng sca]es o; anomie and. 1nterna1—

: Ji:‘“:externa1 character1st1cs wn1ch have been tested sufr1c1ent1y to be both

. e - f
LAY at

. - ;'va11d and»re]1ab]et .If there is any gencra] fee11ng of weaxen1ng of norns

. 1‘"
'\ \‘.

}'and va]ues n soc1ety, then there w111 be 11tt1e‘d1frerence in scores of .

| R . . » o

: any of the sca1es regardiess of the. var1ab]es is strong1y expecc°d 1“«

-that some’ occupat1ons and/ﬁypes oF peoo]e W111 ctﬂ\ be strong]y 1nF]uenced

el c‘

'; by the groups of wh1ch they are a. part and thus w1]1 have lower fears of'\
e death thgn thosn 1nd1V1dua1s who are at Teast re1a+1ve1y T;o1atdd |
f f i - IF 1nd1v1dua1s are tru]y susta1ned by groups as Du"kheim suggest

".’ . then peop]e who have strong group cohe510n shou]d‘have 1esser fears of /
'death ]ess an0m1e,_a greater tendency toWard 1nterna1 or1entat1on Peop]e f

'w1th ueaker soc1a] bonds, converse1y, are more 11ke1y to have greater fears'.t

'fof death h1gher rates of anom1e, as ue11 as’ more ]1Pe1y to be eAterna1 in

- .

the1r or1éntat1on Severa] 1nd1cators of soc1a1 bonds and the1r re1at1ve

. strength w111 be used. See F1gure I. . | A
‘ For Durkh°1m, the 1oss of conm1tment vas the éreatest ev1] (Durkhe1m,
'}",/ " 1973 138 ]39) Thus, one wou1d expect to f1nd greater fears of death among

I peop1e who were onge h1gh]y comm1tted to some group and have s1nce 10st that
. Vucommmtment Th1s is bas1ca11y the anom1c type Someone who was marr1ed @nd_-_

., N ' - -

has 1ost their spouse uou]d be an examp1e Those who have endured sudden

changes wou]d a1so fa]1 1nto this category Frustrated students for whom :
o the ru1es no ]onger apply. ) Cer ca1n occupatdons wou]d a1so be 11ke1y cand;- £
hff' . ! dates for such-fee11ngs., An expmp1e might be the sma11 business man or

woman who :ees the wor]d as not be1ng as goqd as.it. used to be.. Change is ),}
’h'_.;'f;., s1mp1y too much for them T e - .@i an e T

J . o -
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*. Tntr are also peogle who‘move from-piate to p]ace in'the “hope of -

f1nd1ng by more.gratifying 1ife Frustrated, unhappj peop1e who

-

f' ' ocrupat}ona1ly d1ssat1sf1ed the seekers of 1ove, those vho~ f]ee to Ca11-

;’.{ T forn1a, to FLor1da, and to Nevada to f1nd Fu1r111ment These states and
‘ - ® ' A W .,
. Co part1cu1ar1y g1cmorous cities would probab]y have the h1ghesL rates for

s fear of death Tnese peop]e are the nost vu]nerab]e in the1r ab|11ty to "

£

vy -

sustain’ hope and under part1cu1ar 1nd1V1dua1 stress wou]d have h1gn fear "\

of death rates Th1s type w0u1d be pr1mar1]y ego1st1c
b Those in thn 1owest pos1taons of soc1ety and those in the h1ghest

cpa" S p051t1ons of soc1éty wou]d a]so seenm LO be part1cu1ar1y vu]nerab]e to_'

.
N

h1gn fear of death ratef Those for whom 11fe has 1ittle, 1f anythxng,
_ to oFfer e1ther througn excess1ve regu1at1ons or dominance by others or

tnrough havln\ so.much that flirting, W1Lh ‘death is the. maJor d1Vers1on i

Y

For Durkhe1m, s1avery was tha best examp1e of the former The rev1s1on‘“A

of Durkhe1m S typo]ogj is exemp11f1ed by the. 1atter which 1nc1udes the »

S

wh
super r1ch vho race cars or have other dangerous d1vers1ons just to. try

to f1nd some mean1ng in the1r 11ves Death can be an escape or s1mp1y .

' the pr1ce to be’ pa1d for a chosen 1ﬁfe sty1e Th1s corresponus w1thv

v

, Durkhe1m S fata11" ic type. L
- g Maur1ce L. Eﬁbber (19683 suggests that soc1a1 1so1ates are usua]]y
. ) ~
the very ones who can 1east to]erate social 1so1at1on Re suggests that

.

those who .are more 1so1ated wou]d be 11ke]y cand1dates for SULCLde {Farber,-

e

Y

-1968: 59) SJ%h people would a]so be 11ke1y cand1dates for h1gher fears

.-

toward death Th1s~wou1d 1nc1ude s1ng1e peop]e, those w1th1few, 1f aﬁj,_'

group act1v1t1es, 11tt1e 1e1sure t1me, those who are oFten depressed and

-

aerf? S sag, those 1n m1nor1tj groups who 1ack any 1dentﬂf1cat1on w1th the1r m1n0r1ty

v ~,

groups, bache]ors, and/those witn no re11g1ous orventat1on LS
. . | p _ B

¢ A' “ A - . . . ) 9
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ST : Jack P C1bbs in h1s work on suijcide suggests that soc1aT class. is

L ", not very pred1ct1ve oﬁ{su1c1de (Gﬂbbs, 1968: 29) Fear of‘deéth vouTd

r

E . fg seem to fo]]ou-the same patte"n Peoﬁﬂe in any socia] class would be

* cpen to h:gh rates of fear of dedth. Andreu\F Henry and James f Short \

Y

Jr s SUQQESL that those uho have intense 1nVOIVem=nts w1tn otners and have

5 .

”strong 1nterna1 constra1nts WOU]d be 1ess ]1ke1y to- commlt su1c1de (Farber,
]968 60) Such peop]e viould also be ]1ke]y to have h1gn fear of death rates.
ot Those who blame™ others for the1r prob]ems or feel that they (’/2 Tittle conjﬁ‘

trol ov?r events in_ the1r ovn 11fe wou]d be externa] or1ented and also
I -

expecned to have h1gh death rates. Those w1th "high Lnternal constra1nts"'

would appear'to be 1n concurance u1th the 1dea that the 1nterna1 oriented

» . .
-

vould have Tower fear .of death: rates
) The work of- Farber a]so sgems to suggest that ]ower su1c1de rates

wou]d ex1st,1t ch1]dren cou]d be 1nst11]ed w1th more hope.u] futures and
-' < “ o
if greater fee11ngs of competence in themse]ves cou]d be developed 3 (Farbegig;

1968 82)

k‘ . i

It wouid also appear that 10wer fears of deatn wou]d fo]]ow among

those with rnre hope and with greater fee11ngs of competence‘ Hope is
both a function of persona11t/ and of external cond1t1ons If one feeﬁs
that he or she has greater contro] of his or her own fate then‘heior

R Y

‘she is more 11ke1/ to have better fee]1ngs ‘about" h1s or her own 11fe

c
;ﬁ
(

" and 1ess fear of his ©Or her own 1mpend1ng death Essent1a1]y, this

'::, 'theory of the causes of the fear bf’death is a theory of change and n
dev1ance. ' B | L . ‘f ' ‘
‘ . - '-_“ s C = S o
. .“ N + : \.
«.13




‘Methodology - .

- Coe . . \ ) ’ . ) P

- Instruments to be Used R SO 47w~k>

The se]ectlon of att1tude,scaTes revo]ves around the prob]em that '

is of concern in the-research prob]em In th1s study, 1t was suggnsted |
that high fear'or death was coirelated thh anomie as conce1ved by
'Durkhelm There are several common]y used ‘scales to measure anomle;

The Rotter Power]ess Sca]e and. the Sro]e Anomia Scale are tne two .

/ : . v
‘ scales used 1n this study . . (:; -

\._/

gy

b o The concepts of anomle and a]1enatlon have ]ong been‘of 1nte;est_i : 21:
in soclo]ogy and szcho]ogy In recent years, such concepts have been
. used to demonstrate a weaken1ng of persona] and social 1dent1t1es w1th
trad1t1ona] groups and 1nst1tutlons (Hl]]er, 1970: 3]5),
Accordlng to Sro]e‘ h1s sca]e refers to the 1nd1V1dua1 eunomi e~
| §:>aﬁ6m1a cont1num representlng the respondents generallzed pervas1ve
sense of himself to others beTonglngness at one extrene compared w]th
himself to- others distance and h1nse1f to ot} P a]lenatlon at the other x

end of the’ cont1nuum. The test c0nta1ns f1ve items UTth HhTCh the o
T - respondent may e1th°r agree or d1sagree 'An,ltem is scbred‘zerO»or one
dependlng upon whether or not the respondent'agrees or deagrees' _The “,
h1gher the score the greater the anomie. (Sro]e, 1956 7]3) His scale | |
i has been u1de]y used and found to be both rellab]e and va11d /,(See_Be]], 19575
AT.BTaTock ]963 Lensk1,_]960 Seeman, ]967) SR ;iﬂtm
_ The second sca]e\ls baslcal]y an 1nterna] externa] sca]e deve]oped
.f: by Rotter. The théoretical posltlon\of th]s sca]e s that the
| 1nd1v1dua1 sees the wq{ﬁd as becomlng more and more d1stant from him. ‘
wlth the numerous problems. fac1ng man- such as po]]utlon, energy cr1s1s,

: over-popu]atlon, bomblngs, assass1nat1ons, and SO forth that the wor]d

s getting further and_further out of hand. Extrangement, apathy,




_::;;e1ves tne events of h1s ]lfe as bas1ca1]y be1ng under h]S own

1nd1v1dua] to preserve h]S own se]f-eSteem in the face of - fallure o

, 1nd1fference,_a]lenat10n, anomie, porm]essnnss, and wlthdrawa]

‘characterlze many modarn Amerlcans (Phares ]973 1) If an.
individual sees the wor]d as be1ng controlled tnvs way he can be‘

A
descrlbed as hav1ng a\be11ef in externa] contro] If the persqn

trol or based upon his oun behav1or then he s v1ewed as hav1ng

a be]1ef in 1nterna] contro] Merton (1946) d1scussed the be]1ef in

.L]uck or exLerna] events as-a derense mechanlsm enab11ng the o S {

The a11enated or* anomlc 1nd1v1dua] seems to be re]ateﬂ to group 4
behav10r and groups 1eve] of control over the 1nd1VIdua1 This was the ‘é,,
bas1s of Durkheim's viork as we]] as ‘that of Marx and Weber.

" Merton (]949 21) and Seeman (1959; 782) attempted to ]lnk

a]1enat1on and power]essness to the 1nterna1 externa] varlab]e B

.sca]e ‘ S o —

0bv1ous]y, the scale. deve]oped by rqle 1n 1956 was a much shorter

attempt to do the 'same th1ng A great umber of psycho]oglsts and o s

soc1o]og1sts have a]so dealt w1th this as ect of the 1nte;n%l-eXterna1

One of the prime»features of'the inter a]]y-oriented person.is
his_éctive attempts to deal with his_environfent. '(Phares ]973 10) - "u
Thus,- such a person would be expected to have lower fears of death. ‘He'

wou]d norma11y be expected to have attempted to dea] W1th that part of -

_h1s environment as with any other part of, 1t A]so the bu]k of the

research seems to 1nd1cate that externa]s exh1b1t greater suggest1b1]1ty,
attitude change, and conform1ty 'Enternals are shown to be better : ‘> =
adJust’d less: angry, hostile or depressed and. ]ess ]lke]y to turn to

s

dr1nk1ng behavior. ~ On the other’hand,.externals seems to be more 1ack1ng .

15
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in interpersona1~trust, more suspicious, and lower in'self-exteem.
Externals also have greater proneness to suicide. - Also, as externalness

e

increases, 50 does anx1ety The role otbanxiety is.to'{ncrease the - ’
'fee]1ngs of . be1ng threatened and thus’ 1ncrease fear and to produce '
'greater defense mecnanism., (Phares, 1973 ]4) Such'behav1or would
obv1ous]y character1ze those ‘which have greater fear of death Since
h° ‘use of the 1nterna] externa] sca]e ha% a] S0 been found to. be -
.both rel1ab]e and va11d and. has fu? ner been w1d]ey used, it was a]soa

‘l

“chosen. Cf theffactors chosen to 1nd1cate'fear of death-are‘yaTJd,

o - then they should corre]ate.highly with both scaTes.
Analysis of Data . 7 "‘ - . BRI
The quc;t1onna1re deve]oped for th1s study was constructed to - E ;5;
7'e11c t formatlon in four genera srias. Part I was des1gned to acqu1re' i

genera] soc1oeconom1c data about the respondents Part II al Towed each
g

: respondent to comp]ete the Srole ‘Anomia Sca]e Part I11 was the

W

author's Fear of_Death Scale. Part IV was Potter s Internal- Externa]
Scale.. o |
The first ]eve] of ana1y51s was to determ1ne uhether or not the<"\\4"'

;degree of 1ntegratlon of. the 1nd1v1dua1 w1th h1s or: her soc1a] groups

was a pred1ctor of fear- of death As mentloned two sca]es were used

{
as pred1ctors of fear of death The flrst method of ana]ysls was the

: test for Prodcct moment coeff1c1ent of corre]at1on N S S
K T . . )

fhe Pearson Product Moment Corre]at1on Coeff1c1ent was applled

.tovthe three scales in pairs. The corre]at1on of” the Fear of Death ‘Scale.

-with'the'SroTe Anomia Scale (r = .25 00]) 1nd1cates that Sro]e ;{ C e

Anomia Scale is at least a weak pred1ctor of fear of death.

N

s

-




K The Srole Afomia Scale was, also pa]red Hlth the Intcrnal-
. External Scale (r = .35, P<. CO]) This corre]atlon 1nd1cates that
chere is a re]atlonx.~p present between the Sro]e Anomia scale and-
the Interna] Externa] Sca]e R ' L ) ‘
The Internal. Externa] Sca1e was corre]ated w1th the Fear of
. ath Scale.(r = .34; p<. 001) It can therenore be assuwed that the
Rotter Interna] Externa] ScaTe ;s‘E'BEtTer predictor of fear of death
than the Sro]e Anomla Sca]e Thls cou]d simply be because the |
Interna] Externa] Sca]e was 1onger and more prec1se Tho Rotter ’ y'/\ .
Sca]e did also 1nc1ude 1tems dea11ng with anomie which wou]d e¥p1a1n
the stronger corre]atlon between it and the Sro]e Sca]e "
Us1ng Ana]ysns of Varlance, the Sro]e Anom1a Sca]e<uas broken down‘f -
by age ' It was found to be statlstlca]]y s1gn1f1cant with an F ratlo
' of 3. 587 as a predlctor oF anomle among varlous age grouplngs‘ AS'E“*TL;
was expected the over- flfty age group was ‘very 1ow in anomie. R
SurprlS]ngLy(’fhe—?orty -one to flfty age group had the 1ouest rates of
.. anomie. The twonty s1x to thirty age was the h1ghest fo]]owed by
| * the twenty-one through forty category These categorles were also all
subJected to a n1nety flve percent confldence 1nterva] and found to

fa]] WIthln the “cceptab]e range

ocedure at the 01 ]eve] of slgnlflcance, the

‘Using Duncan
forty -one through f]fty cakegory was found to be s1gnlr1cant]y
. -dlfferent from a]] of the re t It was easily the ]owest ‘in anom1e

The twenty -one“ to’ twenty flve and the twenty s1x through thlrty

’ categories were also s1gn1f1cant]y dlfferent be1ng h1gh At the .05

1eve1 of s1gn1f]cance, the bove conc]u51ons vere found wlth the

addition of the under‘twenty -one group belng a]so found to be hlgh 1n_

‘. e T o :' B . .. I . >. '.'.‘v

ymme. o | ..‘-»17:
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f"when~the Eear'of Death Scale vias subjected to the Anafysis of
Var1ance Test, s1gn1f1cant resu]ts wgre found (F 6.11; .01). '

As was” expected the h1ghest rates of fear of death began w1th tha

. young°st age categocy and decreased as the age categories 1ncreased S

in years with the ]owe5t ‘rates be1ng found with the o]dest ag°

categor1es “The means were also sub3ected~towthe n1nety f1ve

percent conf1dence 1ntervals and found to fa]] w1tn1n acceptab]e ranges .
! . - o ’ f‘ af‘ .

" in every case. - | _ B o et

o U51ng Duncan s procedure at ‘the .01 ¥€vel of sngh1f1cance svm11ar '

r

“

A

‘fi> f1nd1ngs were. recorded w1tn a group1ng effect ~“The: h1ghest fear of..

“death rates were 1n the under twenty one category, “the twenty one througn

twenty flve category and the’ twenty Six through th1rty\gategoryes viere

i

p]aced together as hav1ng approx1mate]y 5\T1lar but ]ower fears of .

death The th1rty one through forcy categorv and the forty ‘one thrgugh »hf

f1fty categd/1es were pTaced c0gether as having approximately . s1m11ar

but st1]1 ]ower rates | Us1ng h1gher 1evels of. s1gn1f1cance for the
e

Duncan procedure s1mp]y d1u1ded the éategor1es approx1nat1ng what

was found with the F rac1o ,

?f Us1ng Scheffe s ‘procedure, at the .05 level, three~groups were'i .

des1gnated as be1ng d1st1nct from the others. Ihe o]dest catego 'y was .

srgn1f1cant1y 1ower The youngest category was - s1gnﬂf1tant]y higxk er

in fear of death fromighe rést. The m1dd]e categor1es vere not found ‘\

a n1nety;f1ve percent conﬁ1dence ]evel. As was expected

!
- .-

\

to be- s1gn1f1cant]y d1fferent from each other.. | .__ R

The use of ‘Analysis: of Var1ance w1th ‘the~ Interna] Exterx,.-

. Sca]e a]so y1e]ded s1gn1f1cant resu]ts (F 8. 67 .01 .' The_) -

categor1es by age also a]] fe]] w1th1n the acceptab]e raiie of the.'

e younger the’
e - - o B

* ‘i‘_“\'- -
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' category, the'more e7terna1 the individual. The reans 1ncreased as .

the age categor1es passeq from h1gn to Tow As w1ﬁh tho SroTe Anomae

3 .": - H Scale, EXtErn311ty 1ncreased in rank order as d1d anomie. o o
.V_ o S Us1ng Duncan s procedure at the OT Teve] of s1Jn1f1cance; tnree |
"wii- - : groups were found to be: d1st1nct ‘From tne others The under
% v f twenty one categorvaas s1gn1f1cant]y more externa] than 11 other oategor1es.

The twenty-one through twnety ~-five age group was nex h1ghest The

. --other four age groups were Tumped t0gether as not e1ng dlst1nct Thus,'

) aTso less’ than

's1gn1f1cant d1f‘ n scores based upon size oF res1dence using

t

~'-:7 pany stat1st1ca] techn1que ‘ o
M CFor the Fear of Death ScaTe, there vere onTy slight statlst1ca1 o
Hg1nd1cators GF res1dence s1ze as b=1ng a factor in pred1ct1ng,fear of
-deathsu The.means for rural and small: town dwe]]ers were Towest and
progressqsely'the‘means 1ncreased as the size of residence 1ncreased _
‘.._.:i . w1th ]arge c1t1es‘hav1ng thf hlghest maans. For.the-ninetyttive : |
‘;‘1 h _ - , ‘ percent conf1dence Teve] there vere d1fferences A '.?-,‘. o -
| Thus, it would appear that while. there 1s a def1n1t§‘pattern
emerg1ng that the larger the pTace of res1dence, the h1gher the fear

oﬁ(death. It_wou]d require more: research to find SIgn1f1cant resuTts.

o)
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For tne Internal Externa] S Te, us1ng ﬁna]ys1s‘of Var1ance, yb.'“

J
there were s1gn1f1cgnt d1fferences (F- 2553 05\ Thus, agevwoqu be

-

S T a better pred1ctor of Externa]1ty or- Interna]1ty than woqu be s1ze

L o : of res1dence As beFore, a]] the neans fell v1th1n the agﬁepted ,"

?

']"ranges for the n1n>ty ~five percent Tevel for a conf1dence ’/ﬁterVaT

o ,By none of the oth r stat1st1ca1 tests was s1ze of res1dence stat1—

A | st1da]T/ s1gn1f1caat as a. pred1ctor of the Interna] Externa] Sca]e

Th° next factor to be taken pnto account is: that of occuoat1on

o ffﬁe occupat1ons were divided 1nto fourteen cak ggories. Us1ng .f o 'ff;a;’
o Ana]jSTS of Var1ance (F-] 917 ‘), occupat1on was not s19n1f1€ant :
.as a pred1ctor for the Sro]e Anom1 . ATT of the ‘means for the
.'i~occupat1ona] categorles did fe?i w;ch.n actz ibla 11m1ts for the
;”m n1net/-f1ve percent conf1dence 1nterVdT | 'T S ,k’
/ - e

1

o :f o Us1ng Duncan's. procedure, at the 01 Tevel of s19n1f1cance,

.(,-two dlst1nct categorles were 1dent’f1ed The categorles of teacher,

'po]1ce, housew1fe, profess1ona1s sales workers, pr1vate household

worxers, managers, and - students were found to be s1gn1f1cantT/ d1fferent ,

s

from’ the categor1°s of retlred, c]er1ca1, craftsman, Taborers,

N service workeps@;farm
. PR B v P _;4.'. B ._.-_ .. :
//)_ .~ - group being significantl

. at aTTﬂthreeTTeveTs ot

s, and oepat1ve,workers w1th the lat er -

h1gher 1n anomie. The Scheffe s p ocedure f‘

gn1f1cance fourid the same d1st1nct C: tegorles

o

The Duncan procedure at the 05 ]eveT produced rore categor1es,

+

but the order was the’ same as above w1th teachers haV1ng the ]owest
rates of anomie and operat1ve workers hav1ng the hlghest Th1s wou]d D

1nd1cate that 0ccupat1on, wh1]e show1ng clear trends, 1s at best a ’
PN F Y .
weak Yndicator of anomle Agaln further stud/ and reflnement m]ght

~.---l

7

“' ‘ produce better.resu]ts;

s ]
<
s
)
[\
o
-~
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For tne‘Feér of Death Sca]e, the r°su]ts vere on]y s]1ght1/
better The: Ana]ysiF‘of Ver1ance (F=. 562 O]) was not s1gn1f1cant.
. Agaln, a]] of td@ﬁﬁbans fell w1th1n,the.accepted 1{mits for;the.A.-
e N ninety-fice percent confidence 1ntervals ’ N
| U51ng the Duncan procedure at the .01 Te 1 of Signtficance,‘ o

three d]St]nCt group1ngs werd noted Teachers as a category ' '5'* .
! + { .

> and 51gn1f1cant1y the hlghest fear of death scores A]l of the rest '
of the occupatlons were grouped together 1n between these two i-’ . '[

ThlS wou]d 1nd1cate that occupatxon is a]so a somewhat weak -

a

.f~ T predlctor of fear of death but 1t 1! st1]] a pred1ctor of some va]ue }-Qﬁﬁgﬁx

Again, perhaps d1fferent samnllng technlques or ref1n°nent of the :
. .

a, instrument wou]d y1e]d more 51gn1f1cant resu]ts

.
R T
~ ‘ . \

.“};' ',- For the Interna] Externa] Sca]e us1ng Ana]ys1s of Varlance ‘La%iig’"

XSS

i

(F—2 ]]2 05)\€ gn1f1cant resu]ts were obtalned The n1nety-f1ve

percenc conf1dence 1ntervals for the means were a]so w1tn1n the

— t

. u.,

accepted 11m1ts and 1t was also at the 0] ]eve] Thus, occupat1on ’fj'

RS

‘ appears to be .an. 1nd1cator of the Interna] External ScaTe It has

’iineral pred]ct1ve va]ue and shou]d -be uscd as a var1ab]é"’ .;}

; - ) /Duncan's procedure and Scneffe s procedure at a]] ]eve]s sé§§ﬂ& - | BERY
2 1nd1cated the same trend asithé'Ana1;§¥§pof Varlance procedure '7? &m.f' .~ .
. N]dowed peop]e had the ]owest fear of deat ]eva]s as expected o
9 fo]]owed by marrled d1vorced, and. last]y, by s1ng]e peop]e. None '
_ of the ]eve]s of 51gn1f1cance produced any re§’]ts other than show1n§
| ki_ a def1n1te trend. | | o ' 3 - o %’7 : .
. l? . Thus mar1ta1 status is é?%q\d pred1ctor of fear of death w1th

. w1dowed pe0p]e being. ]ess fearfu] _married p°0p]e being slightly

¢ more_fearful_ deorced peop]e be1ng st11] more fearfu], and s1ng]e

21 i
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index a§ vias expected.. . I

people-‘being most afraid of death as-predicted. Thus, -making thais

. - L . .‘ "o . e .
an excellent predigtor of fear of death. L .
ternal Scale, Analysis of Variance (F=5.991;
A v - ’ y ' . . h

Fo';*/thé-._ Internal-

vas $ignificant. Also, the ninety-five percent confidence.intervals

. S .- [ : e .
vere a]]y‘»"vit‘h_jn acgepted Vimits. The same pattern as above emerged:':

;Si“nag’].e.peop]e Yiere rj".ore\ ext'er,na.]' fo\ﬂ/we _' y married, "di"vorced,. and -
vidowed people ‘going in. the dzrelch on of being more internally.

oriented as ‘eredicted.,, The Duncan procedure and the Stheffe:

—_—

' pracedure. demonstrated thd sarltef; trend at-all l'e\iélsl_of- significance:

N [ ¢

Ai w{us; marital -s‘tatus is a good pr udi‘c':tof é)_flth,e_ Int‘e‘rn’éx]—E'irt'éfﬁ‘ab —
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/c,

'}hose peop]e with’ h1gher rates of anemie- did exhibit greater
: fears togardxieath. Those peop]e wno viere Wore externa]]y orlehted
\-a.., L s . PO s ‘ T

4 o

, 'a]so exhlblted greater fears toward death Both flnd]ngs were. .
me&cmd i o ;' - e L .j

. . .
- . . . )

. The rev151oh of Durkhe1m s typo]ogy a]so y1e]ded soqe resu]ts o "t

; The fata11st1c type of att1tude toward death wh1ch sees death as an. ; ; T

\

}1. B ;escape was\not terted To do 50 wou]d have - requ1red a d1fferent type
A . R 0 .

o . of samp]e Death as tn pr1ce for a chosen life- style was tested e
Lo by 1nc]ud1ng pollce offlcers Federa] Bureau of Investlgat1on agents,

- and Indlana’State Po]1cemen in the sanp]e.. A]] were very ]ow on the

- i. o 5.fear of death sca]e as predlcted The anomlc type, as arleady

L ) . A. ‘ .
“‘ngg . ‘suggested exh1b1ted greater fears of death as’ expected The = -
. .'a]tru1st1c type was more d1ff1qut to neasure Slnce the over
/ -. R
S fifty- categery had slgn\f1cant]y lower fears of death, it wou]d seem e
e vn ! - N s ;

" to at ]east not- detract from the theory Those who saw rellg1on as
preparlng them for death also exhlblted s1gn1f1cant]y lower’ fear of '

death wh!ch is_ a]so cons1stent Th° e901st1c type éeemed most preVa]ent

}»;These

&4

- among- those porSOns who had ]lttle mefnlng or purpogh\ln 11
persons a]so had hlgher fear of death ‘scores as expected Genera]]y, Gt
R then, th flnd1ngs conflrmed the hypotheses It remains ‘to be seen

if repllcatlon would yie ’£51m11ar resu]ts.

s ¢

}The ]ower ]evel hypotheses were gonera]]y a]so supported w1th

Ay __"

e
R

. S o o o, : . :
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B

-some.exceptions.w'ProjeCEed diff rences 1n fear of death b&twa n males

;amono operative workers. The others were in the middle group ’ It wasf

‘that area._ ‘The resphndents were baslcally w1th1n a“ranse of mlddle*c

of fear‘of death p' - -q.' o ~"‘ A : - .

study. The study was limited by the sample. ,Itzwas not as broad as-s .

’ . ' » " f .
. . B ) ‘ ) . . [ . ’ .
- . .. . .
, . . s . ‘n/ e
: . ) R - . .-
! [

.‘ ~ e

. and femaleslsimply were mot there. Also the older th& ré§pﬁﬁueut the

J'lowervthe feat of death. Hau chlld}en been 1ncludcd 1& the‘sample, this

_ mlght not have been//ba case. A trend also existed in_ that the larg

i

the SIiS of residence the hiOher the fear ‘of death as was -also exp@gcted..
oy, : . .

~

et Id
_erences were. not'ﬁs great as eng/ted however-' The predi ted

The

differences in occupatlonal categories were-not as}gxeat as’ progected

o

: out they were. 1n the direction that was pred1cted ”he loWest fcars of

. " ¥ . -
death wvere. found among teachers, pollce, housew1ves, salqs WOrkers, and

[ P

managers in that order. The hlghest rears toward death vere fodhd

Pl

~ r

expected that professionals might score somewhat hlgher than they actually

© o

' did on the fear of death scale._ The distIﬁLtions both&n social class .

f‘)!

probahly were not great- enough to ~allow for sign&ficant dlfferences in ;

'o
.

As was expected, those.who Were often‘dep essed or sad had higher x;

h [}
,

‘The best 1ndicators of fear of death other than ‘the comparatime” ’

.t °
- ”_‘-

' scales used _Were.the age of the respondent ‘and his or .her marital status.

i.‘. o

wldowed persons were less fearful of death folloved by Warried dlvorced
and lastly by sxnéle people whlch was as’ projected : ' o }."
1 _ ‘ . r
As noted prev1ously, the: study was an attempt ta add ’ to t e

- - ""

process of theory bu11d1ng in the area of att1tudes towatd death.' Fhe"

.

data gathered generally supported the theoretlcal postlou taken ln the

it pdssibly.could have been. Had the upper class and the Llower class |

.'O . -




N o~
4 ?

. - Lot .~ ' o . . / ”‘ . . .o \ .
":' - been more slgn}flcantly represented tnt results might have been affected.\\\\v

N ’ \/.Another limitation was the use of the questlonnalre. Since the researchfh}

. . ;
A . N -y . g .
s . . - 3

was exploratory in nature no. really good neasures of fear of duatn had

i

- : been tested and féund to be botn valid and r°liable. The questlonnaire'
-~ . . . 'O R ) ' N - e . ‘ ‘l' e
. needs 1mproVement and some areas for thisnimprovement have been found=. , | .

. - ‘ . . . . . '.I v . X c - [
" Had adequate funding been availab .,~a,larger,and{more-representativemfﬂ

. . . . . - .- "y ..

. . 2 . .,""F-'. - . . . . . )
s «  sample would have been taken. - Mox intensive inyestigation is talled for.

* ... . This study suggests several. courses of'action-ﬁhiCh.COuld be

taken in future research ,FirSE additional studies are needed to

¢

™ ,%' .1nvest1gate the factors involved dn a fear of death scale. ‘Second, . Lo

addltﬂbnal studies are needed to inve§tfgate the effects of rapid social -:(;

1 - -

SN : “change on fear of death Is there an adJustment to channe ovér a long

life that enables older persons to accegt change more readily than young—

” Cet \ -

er persons as suggested by th1s study? 'Thirdly, more thorounh under—"

3‘«
standlng 1s:needed of Durkhelmﬁs typology to determlne if such types

e L
R

‘really ekist or were only the’ resnlt rof the type of questlonauasked in

this partlcular study -Fourthlyi more research is needeg'in;the.area of
‘commatment to groups.and integra:ion.'rlf.better measuﬁes of;integratlon
| andvcomhitment could'be developed,,then greater,supgort to theltheory“
K ,-could also be given.‘ .1_‘ - ! = . T -fj ,-. N ;

o -~ . _Future research should also tryito deternine Af there afe other

) N . ) . . ,:"2 S ‘ N T
important'factors that might be more~predictive offfear\of death. Such ® R
v o puc

factors might 1nclude 'race, religious afflllatlong rellgioslty' and'so o
o : v o ' * N
L .'forth Obviously, much vork ‘is still to be don . ' (o S

Elk\l‘c ‘ | ) S - v.‘ ' ",‘-‘ . KA R ¢ '. /_.
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APPESDIX T ~ QUESTIOASALRE

L-

L S

ifHaritaldstatust

AR Y

s,

'\

State

USED IN MAJOR STUDY -

fa

In the statements below, please

©

ive your oplnlon about these 1tems,

wnather you agree or dis agree w1th the 1tems as they stand Circle your

. response.‘:

Y

*ftake care of 1
: Agree

.

]

. L <

‘;.‘. -

B

~

fﬂ?l; In spite of what some people say, the lot of the average man 1s.
gettlng worse.. : -
Agree

Dlsagree

Dlsagree o

D&saoreef

vy

. .
o .

SAQ,lhese days a person doesn t really know who he can “count on.
’ ) @ Dlsagree

Agree

5. There' Sar llttle u§e erting to publlC officials oecause they aren't

really 1nterested in the problems of the average man.
. Dlsagree

;j?.(~;‘r Agree

" For the following items please c1rcle the appropriate

- 6. nltn regard to death I am prepared and una raid..ﬂ

Strongly Aa ee

Agree

No Oplnlon

Dlsagree

a

|
v
es

Strqngly Dlsaoree

7 Faclnc my aily tasks is a source of pleasure and satisfaction.

: Strongly Agr e

.Agree

No Oplnion

Dlsagree

Strongly Dlsagree

.

8. 1 have not Hlscovered a purpose ‘or mission in 11fb.

Strongly Agree

9 If I could choose

" Strongly Agree

Agree

No Oplnlon

Vo Oplnlon -

2(5

.Dlsagree

Dlsagree

Strongly Dlsagree

I wish that-.I had never been born.

Agree

Stronnly Dlsagree

/

PR
i

[3

hiHS toﬁliye'pﬁeﬁty'nuch for today .and let tomotrow -

v



16 I feel rejected and depressed most of the tige..

[4

S

10. If I should dle today, I vould feel tnat my life has been very worth-

while . P .

R Strongly Agree Agree No-Opln;on Dlsagrea Strongly Dlsagree

il{_Hy personal ekisteuce is utterlj neaninhles ;‘withdut purpose. -
Strongly Agree Agree _ No Oplnlon D1sa0rea - Strongly Disagree
. ’ - : - N
12. I am afraid of the consequancas of being dead.
Strongly Agree Aﬂree No Oplnlon Di"agree . Strongly Dlsa"ree

i

13, I often worry about the manner 'in whlch I will die. -

StronOly Agree Agree: No" Oanlon Disagree Strongly Dlsagree

’

. death. ,
fStrodgly Agree __Agree No Oplnlon" Dlsagree " Strongly Dlsagree
: . M ' . . . ? .

14, [y relisious ekperiencei\have generally served to decrease ny fear of

15.,3 have few; if any; leisure activities. , - LI
Strongly Agree Agrée  No Opinion, . Disagree © Strongly Disagree -

-'Never. Rarely = Occasionally ' Fairly Often Trequently
17. 1 never think about death, execpt in reEerence to prov1s1ons for my
. survivors. ° ) -
Stfongly Agree - Agree. " No Opinion Disagree Strongly'Disagree'

. . ’ . . /
.18. I have attende funerals:, visited cemeteries, and seen corpses.

‘ Never ' Rarely Occasionally Falrly Orten ' Frequently )
!

4

119.\1 can think about being killed in an accident of by a fatal

dlsease without becomlng deeply .depressed. :
‘ Strongly Agrea . Aoree No Opinion Disagree Strongly Disagree

20. If I knew that there was'nO‘life‘after:death, I would drasticaily
" change’ the manner in which I live. '

Sfrongly Agree Agree No Opinion' Disagree 'S;rongly Disagree

21 I actively avoid thoughts about my own death. o B ,
Strongly ugree Agree No Opinion  Disagree . Strongly Disagree )



?; The folloa1ng qun stions are designed to- f1nd out the way
- - tant. events in our socicty affect different people.
‘of a pair of alternatives lettered a or b.’. Please selact the one

statement of each.pair (and only one) which you.more strongly beliecve

to be true as far as yvou are concerned.
actually believe to be true rather than

.choose or the one you would rather like
of personal bcllef

“- ’ | ) ov | ‘ . | - ) | | . 27

in which impor-
Each item coasists

szlect the one you
thiuk you should
This is a measure -
wrong answers.

Be sure to
tha one you
to be true. -
‘obwiously tiicre are no right or

both statements or ¢ -~

,In somz instances you may discover that you believe
.nelther one. - In such cases, be sure. to select the one ¥You more strongly .g
believe .to. be the case as far as you are concerned. Alsoftry to respond

to each item independently when making your choice.
v influenced by your prev1ous ‘choice. :

1.

a.

b.

Also try not to be.

Chlldren get into t;ouble becaus° their parents punlsh them tca

much. -
The trouble with most children nowadays is that the1r pare1ts are .
too easy with them. ) » '

] .
Many of the unhappy things in peoples’
luck. i .
Peoples m1sfortunes result from the mlstakas they make., -

liveseare partly due to bad

Onn of the major reasons why we Have wars-is because people don t
take enough interest in politics. . :
Thére.will always be wars, no matter how hard people try to “prevent

" them. .. : . _ - : L

LI -

In the long run people. get tne respect they deserve in tn1s world
Unrortunately, an 1vdividual s worth often passes unrecognlzed no
tries. ‘

v

B

The idea. that teachers are unfair to students is nonsense. .

A,
‘Nost students don't realize the extent to which tnelr grades are
1nf1uenced by acc1dtnta1 happenings.

!

Without the rlght breaks on cannot become an effective leader. ‘ o
Capable people ‘who fail; fo become leaders have not taken advantage )
of their opportunlties. : : N . __ i

v

No matter how hard you try some people Just don t like you.

"People who can't get others to like them don't understand how to

e . . ) . \

R Sy

Heredity plajs ‘the maJor ‘role in determlninn one Vs personality:-

It is onme’s experiences in'life which daternlne what they're like.

I have often found that what is Ooinb”to happen will happen.

‘ 3. a.
14 b-
’ 4. a.
'b.
) matter how hard ne

5. a.
b.
6. a.
b.
. 7. a.
b.

© get along with others.

S

8. a.
"b.
- 9.‘a.
.»b.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Trustlng to fate-has never turned out as well for me as making a
decision to take a definite course of action. :



10.

14.

15.

& 15

17.

18.

20.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Q.

a.

e

Many times exam questions tend to;

b.MWOst—mr#fortunes —are. the result —of lack of ability, 1gnorancehm

In the case of the well prepared. {

tudentﬂtherc is rarely if ever
such a thing as an unfalr test. . |

'be so unrclated to course work
that studying is ) ' ‘

P

really useless, |
i
. . i
Becoming a success is a matter of hard work, luck has little or
nothing to do with dt. ' .
GettinZz a good Job _depends mainly on belng in the right pTace at
the right tim 7 : _ o Lo _ ] “

The average CltiZEH can have an influence in government decisions. -

This world is.run by the- few people in power, and there is not
much the little’ guy can do about it. -

..
¢

Uhen I.make plans, I an almost certain, that I c n make them work.
It is not always wise to plan too far ahead bechuse many things
turn out ‘to be a matter of good or bad fortun anyhow.

There are certaln people who are Just no good
Therc is some good in everybody. ~

“In my case oettlng what I want has little to do with luck .
tany- times we night Just ‘as well decide what to do by flipping a

coin. . Lo .

‘Who gets'to be theﬂboss often depends on who was lucLy enou0h to
. be in the right place first. -

Getting people to do the rlght thing depends upon ablllty, chL
has llttle or nothlng to do with it.

e

hY

As far as world affairs are concernad, most; of” us are the v1ct1ms‘

of forces we can neither understand or control.
By caklng an active part in political-and sacial affairs the

‘people can control world eventsa

Host people don't realize the extent to which their

lives are
controlled by’ acc1dental happenings.

"There really is no such thlng as "luck."” - | oo

One should always be willing to admit mistakes.'
It is usually best to cover up one's mistakes.

“ . . . ——

likes you..

It is hard to know whether or not a person- really

: How many friends you have depends upon how nice a- person you- -are.

In the long cbn the bad things that happep to us are balanced by
the good ones. :

Jdazinesd or all tnree.. , :

o



o 22. a. Vith enough effort.welcén\gige_out political corruption.,
Ea " b. It is difficult for. people have much control over the things
<>‘, ‘ ' ' that politicians do in office. ’ " : : -

. 23. a. Sonctlmes I can't undcrstand how teachers arrive at th@ grades -
A ' - they give. K
, " b. There is a dlrcct connectlon between how hard I study and the.
C : graaes I get. - - . S , .

a -
. .

: 24. a.. A good leader erpects Deople to .decida for thomselves what they .
® .. . should do. : . , .
: " . b..A good leader makeo it clear to everybody what their JObS are.

. .- 25. a. Many times I feel that I have :little 1nfluence over the thlngs
" that happen to me. =~ - N _
b. It is impossible for me to believe that chance or luck plays an

. inportant role in my llfe. NG
’ * t26. 2. People are lonely bacause they don't try to. dé’ffi;idlj .
... There's not much use in trying too hard to pleas° people, if they
) llke you, they like you. - . .

27, a. ”here«rs too much emphasis on athletics in hlgh school.'
b. Team sports are an excellent way to build character. (
S8 : o ,
28. a. ‘What happens to fie is my own doing. ‘
b. Sometimgs I feel that I don' t have. enough control over the
' d1rectlon of ny life. ‘

hal

RN x\\‘ggﬁ‘a; Yost of the tlme I can. 't understand why pOllthlanS behave the
- way they do.
b. In the long-:run the people are respon51ble for bad government On
a national as well as oma local level

A

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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