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PREFACE

The official designation of 1975 as International Women'’s Year by the United Nations General Assembly
was accompanied by the statement of three general goals: (1) to promote equality between men and
women; (2) to support the full integration of women into the economic, social, and cultural tife of their
countries; and {3} to recognize and encourage the role of women in the development of international coop-
eration and world peace. The vast array of statistical information compiled by the U.S. Government can
aid in providing an assessment of past progress, especially toward the first two of these goals, and can serve
as a yardstick against which to measure future progress. Therefore, in recognition of international Women's
Year, the Bureau of the Census has compiled a variety of data beariig on the changing social and economic
status of women in the United States.

This report was planned and coordinated in the Poputation Divisicn by Pauia J. Schneider, Chief, Labor
Force Statistics Branch. Contributions to the preparation of specific chapters were made by Rosalind R.
Bruno, Karen A. Crook, Edward W. Fernandez, Olga V. Fonville, Lynne R. Heltman, Karen M. Mills,
Victor M. Valdisera, and Linda J. Waite.
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A STATISTICAL PORTRAIT OF WOMEN IN THE
UNITED STATES

INTRODUCTION

This report presents a statistical portrait of the chang:
ing role of women in the United States during the 20th
century. Data are from United States Government
sources—from surveys, decennial censuses, vital statis-
tics, and administrative records. The majority of the
statistics have been published previously, either in
government documents or professional journals, but are
brotight together here to highlight the demographic,
social, and economic conditions of women.

Most data are from the monthly Current Population
Survey and the decennial population censuses of the
Bureau of the Census. Selected data are provided in a
historical framework beginning in 1900 where available.
Most statistics are shown in time series beginning in
1950 or later, however, because the Current Population
Survey, the source of the largest proportion of data, did
not get underway until the 1940’s, and since then has
been expanded several times both in types of infor-

_ mation collected and in sample size.

The analyses trace trends among women in the areas
of population growth ancd composition, longevity,
mortality, and health, residence and migration, marital
and family status, fertility, education, labor force par-
ticipation, occupation and industry, work experience,
income and poverty status, voting and public office
holding, and crime and victimization. Comparisons of
black and white women are discussed separately, and
recent data are included for women of Spanish origin.

HIGHLIGHTS

® |n July 1975 the female population of the United
States was about 109.4 million, representing 51.3 per-
cent of the population and outnumbering males by 5.6
million. With increases in the total population, by the
end of the century women are projected to outnumber
men by 6.9 to 7.9 million.

® The changing social and economic role of women is
most evident in the increase in their labor force partici-
pation. Between 1950 and 1974 the number of working
women nearly doubled, while the number of working
men increased by about one-fourth.

o The dramatic change in the female work force is
retiected in the change in the ratio of women to men

10

who were year-round full-time workers, from 29 women
per 100 men in 1950 to 47 women per 100 men in
1974.

® The historical relationship between labor force
participation and such variables as marital status and the
presence and age of children has been changing. Among
married women with preschool age children the partici-
pation rate has risen substantially, from 12 percent in
1950 to 37 percent in 1975.

e Although embloyment of women increased in the
1960's, women workers remained concentrated in a few
major occupation groups in both 1960and 1970, with
over half of them working in clerical, operative, and
service positions.

® Income differentials of women and men workers
remained substantial in 1974; the median income for
women who had worked year round- full time was 57
percent of the median income for men who had worked
year round full time.

e Families headed by women were 13 percent of all
families in 1975. The proportion of families below the
poverty level that are headed by women has increased,
accounting for 46 percent of all families in poverty in
1974.

® College enrollment rates of women have risen far
more rapidly than those for men since 1950, but women
were still only 44 percent of college students in 1974.

® Although younger women are approaching
educational equality with men, they have not yet closed
the gap; among persons 25 to 29 years old in 1975, 77
percent as many women as men had completed 4 years
of college; in 1950 the comparable figure was 66 per-
cent. During the period the proportion of women 25 to
29 years old who completed 4 years of college rose from
6 percent to 19 percent.

® Life expectancy at birth, a measure of longevity,
has improved more for women than for men, advancing
for women from 48.3 years in 1900 to 75.3 years in
1973, and advancing for men from 46.3 years to 67.6
years in the same period. Life expectancy of women
now exceeds that of men by almost 8 years.
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e Of the 15 leading causes of death, women experi-
ence lower death rates than men for all causes except
one (diabetes). The dramatic decrease in the maternal
mortality rate in the last 50 years has eliminated this as
a major cause of death among women.

® The recent trends in marriage and divorce have
resulted in an increasing proportion of young women
who are single or divorced. Between 1950 and 1975 the
proportion of women 20 to 24 years old who were

single increased from 28 to 40 percent; during the same
period the proportion of women 25 to 34 years old who
were divorced and not remarried increased from 2.5 to
6.8 percent.

® The fertility rates of American women have shown
wide fluctuations in the past quarter century from near
record highs for the century in the late 1950's to record
lows in the past few years. If the current level of fer-
tility were to continue, a natural decrease (an excess of
deaths over births) would result eventually.

11
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Chapter 1.
POPULATION GROWTH AND COMPOSITION

The female population of the United States on July 1,
1975 is estimated at 109,377,000. This figure is
about 5.6 million larger than the number of men and
represents 51.3 percent of the total population of
213,137,000 (table 1-1). Since 1910 the female popula-
tion has grown faster in each decade than the male
population. The sex ratio (number of males per 100
females) has declined steadily from 106.2 in 1910 to
94.9 in 1975. At the turn of the century, men consti-
tuted 51.1 percent of the total U.S. population; in
1950, for the first time in any decennial census, women
outnumbered men.

Growth. In the 20th century the largest rate of popu-
lation increase for both sexes during a decade was
recorded between 1900 and 1910, mainly as a result of
the large volume of net immigration. The smallest per-
cent increase occurred between 1930 and 1940, a
decade when birth rates were low and net immigration
was very small. Between 1970 and 1975, the female
population increased by 4.9 percent, or at an average
annual rate of 0.9 percent, a rate very similar to the
average annual growth rate of 0.8 percent registered
during the 1930’s.

Age composition. As a consequence of fluctuations in
fertility and declines in mortality, the age distribution
of the female population has been changing sub-
stantially. The median age of the population may be
used as a general indicator of change in the age distri-
bution. The female figure rose from 22.4 years in 1900
to 30.5 in 1950. Thus, within a period of five decades,
the median age of the female population increased by 8
years, or by over 1% vyears per decade. This increase
resulted from declines in fertility during most of the
period; declines in death rates and net immigration
retarded the rise to a small extent. During the 1960’s
the trend toward an older population was temporarily
interrupted, with a decline of 1 year in the median age
of the female population. Between 1970 and 1975,
however, the median age again increased by more than
one-half year, to 30 years.

The proportion of the female population below age
15 increased rapidly from the latter part of the 1940’s
to 1960 reflecting the higher birth rates during the
“baby boom’’ years than earlier (table 1-2). As a result
of the decline in fertility over the past 15 years, how-
ever, children have become a steadily decreasing propor-
tion of the population. The numbers of young women
15 to 24 vyears of age have been similarly affected by
fluctuating fertility rates. The decline in the proportions
in this age group between 1940 and 1960 reflects earlier

12

declines in fertility, inasmuch as women in this age
group were born before the onset of the post-World War
Il wave of higher fertility. By 1975, however, this age
group had increasecl to approximately 18 percent of the
female population from its 13 percent in 1960.

Because of the much lower fertility in the 20-year
period from 1925 to 1945 than in the pre-1925 vyears,
the proportion of women in the younger adult working
ages {those 25 to 44 years old) declined about 7 per-
centage points between 1950 and 1970. Since 1970,
however, this segment has increased slightly as the
enlarged “baby boom’’ cohorts have begun to replace
the smaller cohorts. In 1975 one-fourth of the female
population was in this age group. The proportion of
women in the older working ages (45 to 64 years old)
rose from 13.3 percent in 1900 to 20.2 Rercent in 1950.
Since 1950 women in this age range huve remained a
relatively constant proportion of the female popula-
tion--roughly one-fifth.

Women aged 65 years old and over have constituted a
larger share of the female population in every successive
decade since 1900. By 1975, 12 percent of the female
population was in this age group; the corresponding pro-
portion in 1900 was 4 percent. This uninterrupted
increase during the 20th century in the proportion of
the population in this age category has resulted largely
from generally declining fertility rates, although declines
in death rates may have contributed to the increase in
small part.

Sex ratios. The sex composition of the resident pop-
ulation of the United States may be viewed as
determined by four factors: (1) sex ratios at birth, (2)
differences between the sexes in age-specific death rates,
(3) differences between the sexes in net immigration,
and (4) the balance of the sexes in other net movements
overseas (e.g., movement to outlying areas, movement
of Armed Forces personnel, and Federal civilian
employees outside the United States). For example, the
dramatic increase between 1970 and 1975 in the sex
ratio of the resident population at ages 15 to 24 years
resulted primarily from military personnel returning
from overseas. The proportions of females and males as
a whole and in various age groups, as shown by census
statistics (table 1-3), are also affected by net coverage er-
rors and age reporting errors in census data.

Although the sex ratio (number of males per 100
females) at birth is a little above 105, this small pre-
ponderance of males at the start of life is reduced, first,
by the higher infant mortality of males and, then, by
the higher death rates of males at other ages. With
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advancing age, the sex ratio decreases more and more
rapidly.

Moreover, there have been dramatic declines in sex
ratios over time. The most marked change over the past
75 years occurred in the age group 65 years and over,
which fell by almost one-third, from 102.1 in 1900 to
69.3 in 1975. This decline is largely the result of the
widening gap between female and male mortality rates
for this age group. The number of survivors of the heavy
immigration that occurred during the first quarter of
this century, when male immigrants were more num-
erous than female immigrants, has dwindled. The
"mortality”’ factor has in fact produced an increase in
the proportion of women among persons surviving to
successively oider ages. Approximately 53 percent of ali
women 65 years and over in March 1975 were widowed,
and this fact has profound implications for social and
economic policy.

Population projections. Projections regarding the
course of future population change depend on the
assumptions made with respect to future fertility, mor-
tality, and net immigration. The aiternative projections
of the female population of the United States from
1975 to the year 2000 presented here vary on the basis
of the assumed levels of fertility. For the three series of
projections featured, the assumed fertility levels all yield
substantial increases in the female population to the
year 2000 (table 1-4). Series | projections assume that
women who enter the childbearing ages in future years
will have an average of 2.7 births per woman; Series |1
and Series 111 assume averages of 2.1 and 1.7 births,
respectively. All projection series use the same assump-
tions for mortality and net immigration. The projections
assume only slight reductions in death rates and hence
only slight rises in survival rates in future years; net
immigration is assumed to be 400,000 per year. Over
the 25-year period, the female population is projected
to grow by 17.1 million for the low projection (Series
111) and by more than twice that much, 37.5 million, for
the high projection (Series I).

All three projection series indicate that women will
continue to outnumber men throughout the next quar-
ter of the century, and that the gap between the number
of women and the number of men will continue to
increase. The excess of women over men is projected to

range between 6.2 million and 6.5 million by 1285 and
between 6.9 million and 7.9 million by 2000.

Some perspective on the future age structure of the
female population is given in table 1-5. In projection
Series !l and Series !ll, the proportion of females beiow
age 15 would drop from one-fourth in 1975 to roughiy
one-fifth in both 1985 and 2000. Under the high fertil-
ity assumption of Series I, the proportion of female
chiidren would stabilize at approximately one-fourth of
the total female population for the last quarter-century.

The future numbers of women 15 to 44 years old are
significant, particularly in connection with the growth
of the population, for these are the women in the child-
bearing ages. Because of differences in the future course
of the fertility rates which underlie the alternative pro-
jections, the rate of change in the number of women 15
to 24 years old varies substantially among the three
series of projections. Between 1975 and 2000, the num-
bers of such women would increase 13 percent under
Series | and decrease 18 percent under Series lii. The
proportion of women at ages 25 to 44 is expected to
rise only slightly according to all three series. Aithough
the overall proportion of women 15 to 44 years old is
expected to remain relatively unchanged between 1975
and 2000, the number of women in these ages is ex-
pected to rise in this period by 16 percent. This increase
would more than counterbalance the decline in the aver-
age number of births per woman assumed in Series [!I,
the series with subreplacement fertility, assuring a
sufficient number of births to produce some population
growth.

The proportions of women in the age groups 45 to 64
and 65 and over are expected to increase somewhat by
the year 2000. Moreover, there will be a 40-percent
increase between 1975 and 2000 in the number of
women over 65 years old because of past rises in the
numbers of births and past reductions in age-specific
death rates. Regardiess of which projection series is
employed, the median age of the female population is
expected to increase between 1975 and 2000. Under the
low fertility assumption (Series 1}1), the median age
would increase by approximately 8.2years; under the
high fertility assumption (Series I), the median age
would rise by 3.1 years.
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Tabie 1-1. Population of the United States by Age and Sex: 1900 to 1975

(Sumbers in thousands,

Hesident population as of July 1 for 1975 and as of April 1 for other years)

Sox and vear ? All Under 15 16 to 21 ! 25 to - 15 to 641 65 yoars Hedian
N | Apes years _\'1‘{\!‘5 l yerrs years and over HIYs
— . :
WOMEN ; ! }
;
S PN : 109,377 ¢ 26,281 19,002 ﬁ 27,248 ; 13,228 30.0
1970, .. ... i 101,300 ; 28,395 17,890 | 24,547 ! 11,650 29.3
1960, .. .... : . 27, 12 12,114 4 23,965 : ¢ 30.3
1950, ., 19,961 11,232 23,112 30.5
1910, .. 16,321 12,095 20,042 29,0
1930, .. , 11,357 . 17,959 | 26,2
1920, ., . ! 15,266 | 2
1910, ., i 12,784 | ; 2
1900, ,,... i 10,221 1,940 22,4
vEN . ! i
E i .

1975, . 0.... 103,760 , 27,365 | 20,102 25, 20| 20,429 1 0,172
1970, ...... i 98,012 20,505 i 17,551 23,444 19,992 | 8,416
1960, .. #8,331 28,358 | 11,906 22,935 17,629 1 7,503
1950 ..., : , 20,708 ; 10,989 l 22 302 15,375 l 5,813
1940, . : ] 16,803 , 11,938 19,778 13,413 4,018
1930, .. X i 14,333 | 11,150 § 18,316 1,211 | 3,433
1920, ., ! | 17,034 0,231 ! 16,090 a,151 o, 188
1910,., i 14,942 I a,136 ‘ 14,131 7,189 1,989
1000, o ettt eeeseeenensnnnnneossanans Y3R, 069 13,220| 7,01 ) 11,168 5,-mnl 1,558

Tncludes persons with age not reported, not shown separately,

.s. Repartment of Commerce,
nla,

Source:
Population keports, Series P=25, Nn,

Bureau of the Census,

1970 Census of

Population,

vol, 1,

bart L¢n),

Table 1-2. Percent Distribution of the Population by Age and Sex: 1900 to 1975

(Resident population as of July 1 for 1975 and as of April 1 for other years)

and Current

RIC

. All I'nder 15 156 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 years
sex and year ages years yeurs yoars vears and over
OMEN !
|

1975, ..., ' 1on.0 ! 24,0 18,2 20,8 12.1
1970... ' 100,0 } 27.2 17.2 20,9 11,2
1960, . i 100.0 ! 30.1 3.3 20.3 10.0
1950, .. ! 100.0 | 26.2 1.8 20.2 8.5
1940, .. t 100.0 248 18,4 19,4 7.0
. | '100,0 i 20,4 18.7 ! 16.9 5.4
11000 32.1 18,31 [ 15.3 4.7
00,0 ! 32.7 20,2 14.0 d.4
L L ALETR Y100,0 ! g 20,2, 13.3 4.1

! : : i

MEN i ! i

| i !
1975...... ; 100,0 26.4 19, 25.3 20,1 H.R
1970... i 100.0 | 20,4 7. 23,7 20,2 8.5
1960, .. ‘ 100.0 ¢ 32,1 13, 26.0 20,0 8.5
1050,.. ; 100.0 27.5 14, 29,7 20,4 7.7
1940... ! 100.0 3 14, 29,8 20,2 6.7
1930... '100.0 1 17. 29,1 18,0 5.3
1920.,.. t1060.0 31.5 17. 29,7 16.9 1.6
b B '100.0 31.5 19, 29,7 15.1 1.2
1900, o0 ivvevennnnns '100.0 33.9 19,0 28,7 14.1 1.0

includes persons with age not reported, not shown scparately,

Source: Same as table 1-1.
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Table 1-3. Sex Ratios of the Population by Age: 1900 to 1975

(Hestdent population as of July 1 Tor 1975 and as of April 1 tor other years)

All Under 5 foto 14 15 to 24 25 to 4 15 to 64 4 years

Vear ages years yOurs years years yoars and over
L O : 01,9 103, ¢ 104.0 01,0 v6.5 91.7 69,3
1970, R 91.8 10,0 103,09 08,1 95.0 72.2
1960, ! 97,1 103,13 103,44 w83 a5,7 83,9
1950, 98. 7 03,9 100, 6 97,8 96,5 89.7
1940, 100.8 103,20 102 .8 I8, 7 98,7 95.6
1930, . 102,15 10,0 102,14 OK,2 102,0 100,7
1920, ., 101.1 102.5 101.9 96,9 105,38 101,
INI0. . oiieee . 106,2 102.5 02,0 101,2 110.5 101.
IN00. . it ieeeerererssossnsscsssasnnns 101.6 02,1 102,0 98,3 109, 3 110,9 LRI

Note:  Number of males per 100

Source:  Same as table 1-1.

females.,

Table 1-4. Projections of the Population of the United States by Age and Sex: 1975 to 2000

(Numbers in

thousands,

As of July 1,

Total population

including Armed

Forces overseas)

Sex and age

all

wWomen,
Under 5 vear
5 to 14 year

ARCN. o0 0

15 to 23 vears......
25 to 41 yeors
to 63 Fyears. oL ieeen .
years and ovoer,,.

15

35

Medinn aRe. ..l iiiiiiiiiiieeelVOATS,

R4

Mon, all
Under 5 years
.

5 to 14 years

to 24 yen

Soto ol years.o., ..
ta 64 years......
years and over,..

Median

e ..

YThe base dite for the

Series 111

projections

Source: U Department of Commezc

1985 2000
1975
(estt e
vstimate Sertc. ! series 11| Series 11t series 1 Sertes 11 | Serics 111
123,714 120,201 117,415 146,935 134,973 126,481
11, 727 9,652 8,050 12,011 018 6,963
. 18,100 16,661 15,477, 24, 954 19,597 15,899
~
19,016 N 22,570 19,122 16,376,
Y
36,030 138,428
30,310
18,558
— A
30,0 |7 311 33,00 33.1 36,2 38
104,239 117,560 113,856 110,910 110,072 127,521 118,617
8,119 12,315 10, 132 R, 148 12,643 9,116 7,325
19,246 | I8, 956 13,445 16,2018 26,216 20,602 16,706
20,357 14, 450 N 23,305 19,721 16,869,
. Py v
35,146 17,380
20, 836 21,007 28,360
0,172 10,684 12,041
A ~| B -
27,6 | 2K, 29,8 l 0.6 7 24,7 l 33.3 35.7

Burean of the Census, Current Population Reports, Serices -2

e_nn
e

Nos,

waas July 1, 1974; thus projections for age 25 differ slightly for Sceries 1, Series I1, and

341 and 614,

Table 1-5. Projections of the Percent Distribution of the Population by Age and Sex: 1975 to 2000

(As of Juiy 1, Towal populatton including Armed Forces aver. 3}
1975 1985 2000
Fexoand age (estimate)
Series [ Series 11 Series 111 Series 1 Series I Serics 111
Women, ALl BEes L iiiiiiiieieeens 100,00 1690.0 1000 1000 100,0 100.0 100,0
Under 3 years . e iieieesssscccsesassn 7.1 9.5 8.0 5 8.2 6.6 5.5
5t 11 years.o.oo... 16,9 11.6 13.9 17.0 11.5 12.6
10t 21 years, .. I8 2 15,3 15.8 15.1 14,2 12.9
25 to I years . 24,4 29,1 3000 26,2 28,5 30,1
to 61 venrs, . 20K t8.5 19,0 20.6 22,56 24.0
BH years and OVer..o. e reaaaeaaas 12,1 12,0 13.8 12,6 13.7 11,7
Men, abl sles i ettt eieecenannnn 100,04 1000 1090 100.0 100.0 100.0 00,0
UNUer & YOATS . eeeenosoncenoese oonsns 7.8 10,5 8.9 7.6 0.0 7.4 6.2
O to I1 yoerrsie. eioseeesesse  1essee 18,5 6.1 15.3 1.6 I8.7 16,2 11,1
ID to 21 ¥rlRrs L iiiienneanssananraaen 1.5 16,5 17,1 17.5 16.6 11.2
R T O B B L B 250,01 20,0 30,9 31.7 26,7 31.5
A5 1o B VOIS .o veesnross PN 20,0 17,0 18.1 18,9 20,2 23.9
65 yoars and over,. H.R 4.1 9.1 a6 8.6 10.2

Source:  Suamu as table

O
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Chapter 2.
LONGEVITY, MORTALITY, AND HEALTH

Progress in achieving greater longevity may be sum-
marized by life expectancy at birth, a measure which
represents the average number of years a newborn
child may expect to live according to the death rates of
a given year or period. Table 2-1 shows the record of
improvement in life expectancy or average length of life
in the United States during the 20th century.

Over the 73-year period 1900 to 1973, the average
tength of life of females. increased from 48.3 years in
1900 to 75.3 vyears in 1973, i.e., by 27.0 years. For
men, life expectancy at birth increased only 21.3 years
over the same period, advancing from 46.3 years to 67.6
years. An analysis as to the proportion of the 1900-70
increase in life expectancy that occurred in the first 35
years and the proportion that ensued during the second
35 years of the period reveals the following:

Total Increase | Increase
R @ in first |in second
Measure and sex increase 35 yoars | 35 years
(1900-70)4 (Y900-35) | (1935-70)
I
Change (1n vears): !
Femile. s oenoineeene | 26.5 15.6 10.9
Male. e eeeeneaanns 20.8 13.6 7.2
Percent change:
Female., oveesosens 54.9 32.3 7.1
MAle. . eieiiiaonens 46.9 | 29.4 12.0
Percent distributiont I
Female..ooeeeaecens 100.0 58.9 41.1
Male..ooeeeanannns 100.0 65.4 34.6

Source: Table 2-1.

For both sexes greater gains in longevity were recorded
in the first 35 years than in the second, and women
exhibited . greater increases than men in both 35-year
periods. In 1930 women could expect to live only 3.5
years longer than men; by 1970 women had a life ex-
pectancy nearly 8 years longer. Between 1970 and
1973, life expectancy at birth increased by one-half year
for each sex, so that the difference between the sexes
remained unchanged for this period.

The main reasons for the increasing female advantage
in longevity have been the decrease in deaths due to
pregnancy and childbirth and the shift from infective
and parasitic diseases to the chronic degenerative
diseases as major causes of death. In the past 40 vyears,
degenerative diseases such as heart disease and malig-
nant neoplasms have become increasingly prevalent as
causes of death due to the relatively successful eradi-
cation of infective and parasitic disease. For reasons that

16

are not entirely clear, women succumb to degenerative
diseases less than men. Furthermore, medical tech-
nology has developed in such a way that some of the
more serious types of cancer among women, such as
breast and uterine cancer, are more easily detected and
treated than the main types of cancer among men (e.q.,
cancer of the lungs and digestive system).

The excess of male death rates over female death
rates has increased for most causes of death during
recent decades (table 2-2). Of the 15 leading causes of
death (as of 1969), 14 show an advantage for females.
The only exception is diabetes mellitus, and even this
cause of death has shown a steady decline in the male
advantage. Only for suicide and peptic ulcers has there
been a distinct erosion of the female mortality advant-
age. Several other conditions, such as homicide, con-
genital anomalies, cirrhosis of the liver, and arterio-
sclerosis reveal no definite trend in the sex ratio of .
mortality, although women are still less likely to die-
from these causes than men.

The reduction in death rates of women from the com-
plications of pregnancy and childbirth has removed one
of the major causes of death among women (table 2-3).
In the United States, the maternal mortality rate has
shown a dramatic improvement in the last five decades,
dropping sharply from 690 deaths related to pregnancy
and childbirth per 100,000 live births in 1920-24, to
376 in 1940, 37 in 1960, and 15 in 1973. This dramatic
drop may be attributed to a combination of factors,
including the decline in the birth rate (specifically in the
number of children born to women, particularly to
older women). The expanded programs of prenatal and
postnatal care, which have contributed to reductions in -
infant mortality, have also benefited the mother, as has
the decline in the practice of employing a midwife at
home as a substitute for an attending physician in a
hospital. Among other factors which have resulted in
the reduction of maternal mortality are the use of anti-
biotics to control infections and the availability of
blood and blood substitutes for the treatment of hemor-
rhage. The risk of maternal mortality in 1971 was
lowest at ages 20 to 24.! 1t was higher for women under

1U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Weifare, National
Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics of the U.S., 1971,
Vol. |1, “Mortatity.”
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20 years of age and for women 25 to 29, but for ages 30
and over increasing age is associated with a steep rise in
maternal mortality. At 40 to 44 vyears of age, the
maternal mortality rate was over nine times the rate at
20 to 24 years of age.

Although women have lower death rates than men,
the incidence of sickness is generally greater among
women. Information from the Health Interview Survey
shows that from 1958 through 1972 females experi-
enced from 4 to 14 percent more acute conditions than
did men.? For the five major categories, the females’

2Lois M, Verbrugge, "“Morbidity and Mortality in the United
States: A Riddle of the Sexes,” paper presented at the April 1975
meetings of the Population Association of America.

disadvantage is persistent for infective and parasitic
diseases, respiratory conditions, conditions of the
digestive system, and “‘other acute conditions’” (even
when conditions relating to childbirth are excluded).
Only for injuries do men show a disadvantae . Part of
the explanation for the higher morbidity, . fower
mortality, of women than of men is that excess male
morbidity appears for six chronic conditions which are
responsible for high death rates, among them diseases of
the heart, cerebrovascular diseases, and respiratory
diseases. Also it appears for an acute condition, injuries,
which produces high mortality. Another explanation
may be that females are more likely to undergo earlier
diagnosis and to secure proper treatment for the con-
dition. ’

Table 2-1. Life Expectancy at Birth by Sex: 1900 to 1973

(Years of life. Prior to 1930 data arc for death-registration States only)

Difference

Year Women NMen between

women

and men
B 75.3 67.6 7.7
B N 74.8 67.1 7.7
1060, it iii ittt ettt 73.1 66.6 6.5
B L 71.1 65.6 5.5
B3 65.2 60.8 4.4
R 63.9 59.9 1.0
B 61.6 S8.1 3.5
1920..... P L R T 51.6 53.6 1.0
R 51.8 8.4 3.4
1900, . ittt tiieirentatnnnnanns 18.3 46.3 2.0

Source: V.S, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for lealth Statistics, Vital Statistics

of the United States, 1970, Vol. tI, "Mortality,” and Monthly Vital Statistics Heport, Final Mortality Statistics, 1973,

vol. 23, No. 11, Supplement (2).
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Table 2-2. Age-Adjusted Female Death Rate and Sex Mortality Ratio for Leading Causes of Death,

United States: Selected Years, 1952 to 1973 -

(Bnsed on age-specific death rates per 100,000 populntion in specified group. Computed by the direct method, using as the

standard population the age distribution of the total population of the United States as cnumerated in 1940)

Causes of death 1973 1970 1964 1958 1952
ALL CAUSES
Female age-adjusted rate.., [ 513.1 532.5 569.2 600,94 658.9
Age-adjusted sex rattol ooiiiiiiee. .56 0,57 0.61 0.61 0.67
Discases of the heart. oooiiie.ceeecens 167.4 175.2 196.6 211.6 225.6
Sex ratio... . 0.49 0.50 0.5: 0.56 0.60
Malignant ncopl . 108.7 108.8 109.3 112,2 118.8
Sex ratio..e.. . . 0.68 0.69 0.74 0.81 0.89
Cerehrovascular disens 58,5 60,8 69,1 78 .1 R1.6
SOX BItLO . eeeeeesaansss . 0.83 0.83 0.87 0.89 0.93
Accidents. e ieeieeanacnns .. 27.4 28,2 28.3 26.5 32.0
SCX Fti0eeececoanes . . 0.35 0.35 0.37 0.36 0.37
fufluenza and pneumonis. .. .. 15.2 16.7 17.7 19.6 19.7
SeX PaAtit..eeeececsoscscsecscssoscsoes 0.567 0.58 0.61 0.63 0.69
Certatn causes of mortality in early
INfINCY ceeeeeeessessscocscssassososnes 11.8 17,2 25,7 32.9 33.5
deX ratio ceesessesses s cesec oe 0.68 0,87 0.68 0,70 0.69
Dinbetes MellitusS..eeieeesecossesroncns 13.3 4.4 4.4 14.6 16.4
T R A T T R 1.03 1.07 1.16 . 1,29 1.43
Arteriosclerosis.eeeieeiessesessaancnns 7.3 7.5 1.2 12,1 13.9
SCX FatliOeeeeeeeoasocaassssoossccnnes 0,82 0.4 0.85 0,81 0.82
Bronchitis, cmphysema, and asthma...... 1.5 4.8 1.0 2.9 3.2
SCX FIl10.eeeeeeoooaasassssonns e 0,25 0.24 0,22 0.25 0.48
Cirrhosis of the lver........ 9.9 9.8 7.8 6.5 6.2
SexX ratio.ceeeecaane 0,17 0.9 0.50 0.18 0.48
Sufcide..oeennnnes 6.6 6.8 5.8 1.7 1.3
SeX ratioeeeeea, 0.37 0.39 0.35 0.28 0.28
Conzenital anomalte: 6,0 7.6 9.7 11.2 11.4
Sex ratios.o.. 0.81 0.81 G.84 0,82 0.81
Homicide. .., 4.5 3.7 2.7 2.5 2.1
SeX ratio.e.e... 0,27 0.25 G.30 0.33 0.28
Nephritis and nephrost 2.5 2.9 1.6 6.8 11.8
GEX FAt10 e eeansns 0,68 0.67 0.71 0.74 0.77
Peptic Mleer. i ieieieentrsnnncecennnns 1.6 1.9 2.4 2.1 1.8
SOX PALEO0.eeeeosecncoassssssssnssssce 0.39 0.39 0.33 0.29 0.2

Iftatio of female ratc to male rate.

Note: Leading cuauses of death arce as of 1969,

Source: U

Report, Vol.

5. Department of flealth, Education and welfare,
3, No. 11: Vital Statasties of the U.s., 1970, Vol. iI, "Mortal ity™;

2
Nos. 15 and lo.

Sational Center for Health Stattstics, Monthly Vital Statistics

Table 2-3. Maternal Mortality Rates: 1920 to 1973

(Prinr to 1933 data are for birth-registration States only.

Rates per 100,000 live births.

according to the Internatinnal Classiftcation of Diseases in use at the time)

Deaths are classificd

and yital and Health Statastics, Scries 20,

Percent change

Year Rate! over preceding

period

1973 .. ceeeeneeeccoesssssssesososscsscscns 156.2

19702 21.5

1960, 37.1

1950, 83.3

1940, 376.0 -10.9

1930-341. . 636.0 ~7.8

A89.5 {X)

192024, 0ieeeeeenncoscososoasanscoconns

X Not applicable,

Maternal deaths are those assigned to complications
2gxe ludes deaths of nonresidents of the United Stat--

Source: Same as table 2-1.

¢! pregnancy, childbirth,

18

and the pucrperium.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Chapter 3.
RESIDENCE AND MIGRATION

Women and men in the United States exhibit similar
residential and migratory patterns, which is not sur-
prising as most persons marry sometime during their
lives, and most married couples live together and move
as a pair. Most of the small differences between the
residential and migratory patterns of men and women
can be attributed to differences in marital status,
employment status, life cycle stage, or labor market
opportunities from area to area, which may favor the
employment of one sex over the other.

The United States population has been becoming
increasingly urbanized for many decades. About 29 per-
cent of all women were living on farms in 1920, butin
1970 only about 4 percent of the women were farm
residents (table 3-1). In 1970 about three-fourths of alt
women lived in urban areas as compared with less than
half in 1910. Women generally outnumber men in cen-
tral cities of metropolitan areas, partially because of the
employment opportunities for young women in such
areas. Cities with a concentration of service industries
(e.g., education, health, finance, public administration)
generally offer especially favorable employment oppor-
tunities for women in professional, clerical, and service
occupations.

The predominance of young men {15 te 4 years old)
in rural farm areas reflects the fact thsi young un-
married men are more likely to find employment as
hired hands, foremen, and in other agricultural jobs than
are unmarried women. The greater proportion of men

19

aged 55 and over in rural farm areas may reflect dif-
ferential responses by men and women to the loss of
a spouse. When a farmer loses his wife, he is more likely
to remain on the land than is a farmer’s wife who loses
her husband; she instead nmy migrate to live with rela-
tivesin a city.

There is little overall difference in the mobility rates
of men and women during their lifetimes, although
women have somewhat higher rates than men in their
late teens and slightly lower rates from 20 to 50 years
old (Figure 3-1). The probability of migrating is greatest
for women at age 22; for men the peak migratory age
range extends for a year or so later. These slight differ-
ences in mobility by age for men and women may
simply reflect the movement of married couples, where-
in the woman is typicatly a few years younger than her
husband.

Among persons aged 18 to 34 who are not currently
married, more women than men make short-distance
moves (table 3-3). Generally, men exhibit higher rates
of interstate migration than women, although young
married women (14 to 19 years old) are more likely
than young married men to move between States.
Married women under 45 are more mobile than single
women of this age probably because of moves associated
with setting up a new household, the birth of a child,
or a husband’s job transfer. After age 30, divorced,
widowed, and separated women are more likely than
married or single persons of the same age to change
their place of residence.



Percent
changing
residence

Figure 3-1 Percent of Population Changing Residence During a
One-Year Period by Single Years of Age and Sex:
Average for 1966-1971
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Note: Data inciude movers from abroad.
Source: Unpublished Current Population Survey tabulations, 1966-'71.
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Table 3-1. Percent Distribution of Women in Urban, Rural, Farm and Nonfarm Areas by Age: 1910 to 1970

(Definition of urban-rural residence has varied over time.

Refer to appropriate decennial census publications for definitions)

Age and type 1970 1960 1950 1940 1930 19201 1910}
of residence

Total, 21] ARCS..vveeeecccncnonns 130.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Urban. oo iiiinnneennnnnnns . 4.2 70.9 65.3 58.0 57.4 52.3 47.3
Rural.......... . . 25.8 29.1 34.7 12.0 12.6 7.7 52.7
Nonfarm. . . 22.0 21.9 20.2 20.2 19.0 18.7 (NA)
3 3.9 7.1 14.5 21.8 23.6 28.9 (NA)
Under § yearsS...ieeeeeescscsncncnne 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Urban... 2.9 69.3 60,5 17.5 49.2 15.7 39.6
Rural..... 27.1 30.7 39.5 52.5 50.8 54.3 60.4
NON I Me e etieoeeeoossoeosssncsnsanns 24.0 24.2 23.3 23.9 21.6 (NA) (NA)
T o 3.1 6.5 16.2 28.6 29,2 (NA) (NA)
5 to 14 years. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Urban.....ceeeeenns 71.4 67.0 56.4 19.1 49.8 14.6 39.7
RUral . i iiiiiteiieennnoneccenssssonnns 28.6 33.0 13.6 50.9 50.2 55.4 60.3
b o o Y 24.3 24.5 23.2 22.1 20.0 (NA) (NA)
FrMa et iieueoeesnesoesoencencosnnns 1.3 8.1 20.1 28.8 30.1 INA) (NA)
15 10 24 YEearS.ee.ieeeeeceenensnnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 2100.0 100.0
Urban. ... iiieeeeeeeneeeoocecceccannnnns 76.3 70.9 65.2 57.5 57 .6 56.0 48.8
RUFAl . i iiieeieeeeenenccececccecnnnnns 23.7 29.1 34.8 42.5 4204 41.0 51.2
Nonfarm .o 20.5 22.2 20.3 20.0 18.4 (NA) (NA)
L o 3.3 6.9 14.5 22.5 24.0 (NA) (NA)
25 1o Il FOUrS.eeeeecoreenscannanns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (NA) 100.0
LY 71.5 72.7 68.9 62.9 63.2 (NA) 53.5
Rural.. . . 25.5 27.3 31.1 37.1 36.8 (NA) 46.5
Nonlarm. . 27.1 21,2 19.0 19.5 17.7 (NA) (NA)
B o 3.1 6.1 12.1 17.6 19.1 (NA) (NA)
45 Lo B FearS.ciiiieeiiiieencoannn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 3100.0 100.0
Urban.....cco0aee 71.6 72.5 68.9 62.0 60.1 55.2 50.6
Rural... . 25.4 27.5 3t.1 38.0 39.6 14.8 49.4
Nonfarm. . 20.5 19.5 17.5 18,1 18.1 (NA) (NA)
S 1.9 8.0 13.6 20.0 21.5 (NA) (NA)
65 years And OVEl .. ceeeeeeescennns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 {NA) 100.0
Urban.. 75.3 72.5 67.2 60.1 57.3 (NA) 46 .4
Rural.... 24,7 27.5 32.8 39.6 42.7 (NA) 53.6
NOR M. et iteeeeeennssssccssccncnnns 21.1 21.0 21.0 21.3 21.3 (NA) (NA)
L o 3.6 6.5 11.8 18.3 19,7 (NA) (NA)

NA Not available.

‘Excludes women with no age reported.
TWomen aged 15 to 44 years.

Ywomen 45 years and over,

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burecau of the Census, 1910 Census of Population, Vol. 1; 1820 Census of Population,
1960 Census of Population,

Vol. i1; 1930 Census of Population, Vol.

i1, Pare 1;

1950 Census of Population, Vol.

Vol. 1, Part 1iCJ; 1970 Census of Population, Vol. 1, Part 1C).
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Tazble 3-2. Sex Ratios by Age for Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Areas in the
United States: 1960 and 1970

(Metropolitan areas as defined in 1960 and 1970, respectively)

13

Metropolitan areas

Nonmetropolitan areas

Year and apc g:;:fe N 1 Urban and
v Total (eptra~ Other Total rural non- RPrnl
cities farm
farm
1970
Totialeeeeeeieooeeneannans sonns 94.8 93.9 90.7 96.8 96.7 95.6 104.6
UNder 5 yelrS.eeeseeeosasssecocans . 104.0 103.9 103.3 104.4 104.1 104.0 104.6
5 to 9 years...... 103.7 103.6 102.8 104.3 103.9 103.8 104.6
10 to 14 years.eeeeeeeeseeeoeannes 103.8 103.4 102.1 104.2 104.8 104.3 107.8
15 to 19 years.iieieeeeseacesencnnnns 102.5 101.0 96.8 104.6 105.5 104.2 113.7
20 to 24 years. 92.8 90.6 87.3 94.0 98.6 98.1 104.6
25 tO 29 YOeArS.eececcscasecocnas 96.3 95.6 96.8 94.6 98.1 98.3 96.2
30 to 34 YEOArS..eieeeasossascnns 95.6 95.3 94.6 95.7 96.3 96.9 92.1
35 to 39 YeArSeeeeeeeaasotaoonos 95.3 95.3 93.1 97.0 95.2 96.0 90.0
40 to 44 years. 94.7 94.3 90.8 97.0 95.8 95.6 97.4
45 to 54 years. 93.2 92.7 88.0 96.7 94.5 93.4 100.4
55 to 64 years. 89.7 88.6 83.7 93.6 92.0 88.5 112.0
65 to 69 ycars. 80.3 77.4 73.3 82.3 85.7 Bl.4 117.0
70 to 74 years. 74.1 70.7 67.8 74.2 80.8 76.8 116.1
75 years and OVeTe..eeveeaasons 64.5 61.1 59.2 63.4 70.7 67.8 100.9
1960
Total 97.0 95.6 92.9 98.6 99.4 97.8 107.2
Under 5 years 103.6 103.6 103.2 104.0 103.5 103.4 104.2
5 to 9 years, 101.5 103.3 102.3 104.1 103.8 103.4 105.4
10 to 14 103.7 103.3 101.8 104.6 104.5 103.7 107.6
15 to 19 101.7 98.4 93.2 104.1 106.5 103.2 120.4
20 to 24 95.7 91.7 89.0 95.2 103.1 101.0 118.6
25 to 29 96.3 96.0 98.3 93.6 96.8 97.1 95.4
30 to 34 95.6 95.2 94.8 95.6 96.2 96.9 92.3
35 to 39 94.9 94.4 92.2 96.6 95.7 96.2 93.4
40 to & 95.5 94.7 89.9 99.8 96.9 96.8 97.7
45 to 54 96.7 95.1 90.4 100.8 99.6 97.7 107.6
55 to 64 93.0 91.6 88.5 95.9 95.5 91.2 114.0
65 to 69 87.3 84.3 82.1 87.6 92.2 86.9 119.0
70 to 74 84.8 80.8 8.7 83.8 91.2 85.9 122.7
75 years 4.4 68.6 66.9 71.0 82.9 78.8 110.8
Note: Number of males per 100 females.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, 1970 Ccnsus of Population, Vol. I, Part 1(c) and 1960 Census of

Population, Vol. I, Part 1(C).
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Table 3-3. General Mobility Statu§ for Men and Women 14 Years Old and Over by Age and

Marital Status:

1970

(Movers as percent of population within spectticd group)

Sux, marttal status, and w',‘"rq 18 :“d 18 to 19 | 20 to 24 |25 to 29 130 to 34 |35 to 44 | 45 to 64 | 65 years
mobility status o 1 years years years years years vears and over
and over vears
TOTAL MOVERS
female
B X T4 - 36.5 32.8 A1l 17.6 48.0 40.6 32.4 21.8 24.3
Married, spouse present.. . . . 41.2 74.2 83.4 83.0 70.0 51.9 35.0 23.3 18.3
L2 2T 36.1 13.8 52.7 61.5 61.8 57.6 47.0 33.6 27.2
Male
o B T4 P 37.4 32.8 10,7 7.5 q4.2 39.3 2.4 25.2 24.8
Married, sSpousce presenl....eeeeeceecs 41.3 50.0 78.7 B2.8 71.7 61.2 11.7 25.3 19.9
L T e 1.7 35.2 556.1 $9.9 58.5 56.8 5 38.8 29.3
MOVERS WITHLIN THE SAME COUNTY
Female
8 T4 19.5 20.7 17.1 18.5 21.5 24.8 20.7 16.5 15.9
Married, spousc present..... .. 23.8 18.8 51.2 15.2 37.5 29.2 20.8 14.8 11.1
L3 1T P 24.3 29.3 33.9 37.3 38.9 36.8 32.2 23.6 18.4
Male
LR N T . 20.3 15.7 14.4 18.0 21.0 19.6 16.5 16.7
Married, spousc present. ceessennes 1.1 2. 53.9 46.0 39.5 34.4 2404 16.3 12,1
Other . i iiieeieeeenencceconsssoonnnns 21.5 21.5 19.3 20.6 28.6 31.5 30.2 25.7 19.5
MOVERS TO A DIFFERENT COUNTY,
WITHIN THE SAME STATE
Female
Stngle.. .. 9.2 5. 11.6 16.6 10.7 7.7 6.2 4.7 1.8
Marricd, ouse present. . 8.7 13.7 16.8 19.5 15.8 10.8 6.8 4.5 3.6
Other.. cescscsststtctststsssesenn 6.3 7.2 9.3 11.8 11,9 9.4 7.3 5.5 5.0
Male
B R ¥ 0 U 9.0 6.2 12.2 14.0 10.1 8.4 6.7 5.1 5.0
Marricd, SpPOUSC PresSCit...cceeeccesees 8.1 7.6 13.9 17.9 16.3 13.0 8.3 1.8 3.9
L T P 8.1 6.0 10.8 11.6 12.3 11.5 9.9 7.2 5.8
MOVERS TO A DIFFERENT STATE
Female
Single., ceseseseses 7.8 6.1 9.3 12.6 12.9 .1 5.5 3.6 3.5
Married, spouse present 8.7 11.7 15.4 18.4 16.6 .9 7.4 4.1 3.7
(02 17 5.7 7.3 9.5 12.4 14.0 b 7.5 4.6 3.8
Matle
R N T4 10.5 6.3 12.8 19.2 16.1 9.8 6.1 3.5 3.1
Married, spouse prescent . 8.8 9.5 10.9 4.9 18.8 13.8 9.1 4.3 3.9
Other . ceeineeeroneciensnanscocannens 9.1 7.8 25.1 27.7 17.6 13.9 10.5 5.9 4.0

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Population, Vol. [§., Part 2(B), “Mobility for

States and the Nation,
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Chapter 4.
MARITAL AND FAMILY STATUS

Trends in the rates of first marriage, divorce, and re-
marriage of women since the early 20th century reflect

‘patterns of change in the economic and social con-
-ditions in the United States. Each of the rates was at a

relatively low point during the depression years of the
1930's, gradually climbing to a peak in the immediate
post-World War 11 period, and then declining throughout
the 1950's. While the rate of first marriages continued
to drop during the 1960’s and into the 1970’s, the rates
of divorce and remarriage began an upturn around 1960
and increased dramatically from 1960 to 1970 (table
4-1). Since 1970 the divorce rate has continued to
climb, but the rate of remarriage has leveled off and
may actually be declining somewhat. Some probable
correlates of these recent trends include liberalization of
divorce laws, growing societal acceptance of divorce and
of remaining single, and, implicitly, a reduction in the
economic cost of divorce. Also, the broadening educa-
tional and work experience of women has contributed
to increased economic and social independence which,
in the short run at least, may contribute to marital
dissolution. At the same time that the rate of divorce
has been increasing, women and men have, on the aver-
age, been remaining single longer. In 1960 the median
age of first marriage was 20.3 years for women and 22.8
years for men, but by 1975 the median ages had in-
creased to 21.1 years and 23.5 years, respectively’

(table 4-2).

The net effect of recent trends in marriage and
divorce is a growing proportion of women who are
single or divorced and have not remarried. In 1950
about 28 percent of women 20.to 24 years of age were
single; by 1975 this proportion had risen substantially
to 40 percent. During the same time period, the percent-
age of women who were divorced and not remarried
among those 25 to 34 years old increased from 2.5 to
6.8 percent. As the number of divorced women has
increased, the number of female-headed families has also
risen. Such families numbered over 7.2 million in
1975—13 percent of all families and approximately a 73-
percent increase since 1960. Correspondingly, the num-
ber of children in female-headed families grew from 4.2
million in 1960 to 6.9 million in 1970 and to 10.5
million in 1975. More women are required and/or desire
to be more economically independent, and the associ-
ated changes in fertility, labor force participation,
poverty, etc., are illustrated in subsequent sections.

! For further discussion on the trends in marriage and divorce,
see the forthcoming article in the Journal of Social Issues by
Arthur J. Norton and Paul C. Glick, “Marital Instability: Past,
Present, and Future.”
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Table 4-1. Number and Rate of First Marriages, Divorces, and Remarriages:
Three-Year Averages, 1921 to 1974

(Numbers in thousands)

First marriages Divorces Remarriages
Period
Number Rate! Number Rate? Number Rate?
990 99 158 10 186 98
. 992 95 177 11 200 99
1,025 94 201 12 181 84
919 81 183 10 138 61
1,081 92 196 11 162 69
1,183 98 243 13 201 83
1,312 106 269 14 254 103
1,247 108 360 17 354 139
1,540 143 526 24 425 163
1,326 134 . 397 17 360 135
1 ,190 122 388 16 370 136
1,182 120 379 15 353 129
1,128 . 112 381 15 359 129
1,205 112 407 16 345 119
1,311 109 452 17 115 143
1,440 107 535 20 511 166
1,649 109 702 26 515 152
1,662 103 907 32 601 151
'¥irst marriages per 1,000 single women 14 to 44 years old.
2hivorces per 1,000 married women 14 to 44 years old.
JRemarriages per 1,000 widowed and divorced women 14 to 54 years old.
225

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 212 and

and U.S8. Department of Health, Education, and welfare, National Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics Reports.

Table 4-2. Median Age At FirstMarriage by Sex: Selected Years, 1890 to 1975

Year Female Male! Year Female Male!
21.1 23.5 20.5 23.7
20.8 23.2 21.5 24.3
20.6 22.8 21.3 24.3
20.3 22.8 21.2 24.6
s 20.2 22.6 21.6 25.1
20.3 22.8 21.9 25.9

irjpures for 1947 to 1974 are based on Current Population Survey data supplemented by data from the Department of
Detense con marital status by age for men in the Armed Forces. Figures for carlier dates are from.decennial censuses

U.S. Department of Commeidce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No., 287.

Source;
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Table 4-3. Marital Status by Age and Sex: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

(Numbers in thousands. Excludesg inmates of institutions und members of the Armed Forces except those living off post or with their
families on post)

WYomen Men
Year and age Never Married, Ne Married,
Total? | ' husband | Widowed | Divorced | Totald | ¢Ver wife widowed | Divorced
married married
present pl'l.‘SL'nl
1975
Total, 14 yeuars and over... 100.0 22,8 56.9 12.1 1.8 100.0 29.5 62.3 2.1 3.3
14 to 24 YOATrSasseescosseascsssse 100.0 68,9 26,6 0.1 1.6 100.0 81.6 16.7 {z) 0.6
25 to 34 years 100.0 ; 10.9 76.2 0.7 6.8 100.0 17.2 74.7 0.1 4.6
35 to 61 years ceesessens 100.0 ; 1.8 71.5 10.1 6.6 100.0 " 6.9 83.1 1.9 1.8
65 years and™ovetee.iieeeienianes 100.0 5.8 37.6 52.5 2.6 100.0 1.7 77.3 13.6 2.5
1970
Total, 14 years and over... 100.0 22.1 58.1 12,5 3.5 100.0 28.1 64.3 2.9 2.2
14 10 2 YEOAISeeeecoocoaccscnssos 100.0 ¢ 67.2 28.5 0.1 1.0 100.0 80.9 17.6 (z) 0.4
25 to 34 years. 100.0 | 8.5 81.6 0.5 4.5 100.0 14.7 79.9 0.1 2.6
35 to 61 years. 100.0 | 5.5 75.6 10.0 1.9 100.0 7.3 84.7 1.9 3.1
65 years and over 100.0 7.7 33.9 54.4 2.3 100.0 7.5 69.9 17.1 2.3
1960 M
i
Total, 14 years and over... 100.0 \ 19.0 62.0 12.8 2.6 100.0 25.3 66.41 3.7 1.9
14 to 24 years 100.0 | 63.7 32.4 0.1 0.8 100.0 80.9 18.0 - 0.2
25 to 34 years weeee | 100.0 ! 8.1 83.0 0.9 2.8 | 100.0 17.9 77.6 .2 1.6
35 £0 64 FOAS..eeeerococsananans 100.0 ; 6.5 74.9 11.0 3.7 100.0 8.9 82.2 2.7 2.8
65 years and OVEFe...eeeeescesnss 100.0 | 8.5 35.0 53.1 1.5{ 100.0 7.3 69.0 19.4 1.7
i
1950 5
Total, 14 years and over... 100.0 ! 19.6 63.4 12.2 2.2 100.0 26.2 65.9 4.2 1.7
14 to 24 yoars....... 100.0 59.2 37.4 0.3 1.0 100.0 78.4 20.5 (z) 0.3
25 to 31 years 100.0 10.8 82.0 1.2 2.5 100.0 18.5 77.8 0.3 1.4
35 to 64 yevars. 100.0 7.9 73.9 12.4 2.9 100.0 10.3 81,5 3.4 2.3
65 years and OVEreececcoccocoscns 100.0 8.0 31.3 55.3 0.7 100.0 8.1 62.8 23.9 2.2
CHANGE, 1850 TO 1975
Total, 14 years and over... X +3.2 6.5 0.1 +2.6 X)) +3.3 -3.6 -1.8 +1.6
14 to 21 YeOTrSe.eescoscececcssses ixX) +9.7 -10.8 0.2 +0.6 X) +3.2 -3.8 - +0.3
25 to 31 yearse..... X)) +0.1 -5.8 -0.5 +4.3 (x) -1.3 -3.1 0.2 +3.2
35 to 64 years.e.es. X) -3.1 +0.6 -2.3 +3.7 (X) -3.4 +1.6 -1.5 +2.5
65 YCATS and OVET.eeescsseosreccs x) -2.2 +3.3 2.8 +1.9 (x) -3.4 +14.5 -10.3 +0.3

- Represents zero.

X Not applicable.

Z Represents less than 0.05 percent.

!lncludes married, spouse absent not shown separately.

Source: U.5. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Scries P-20, Nos. 287, 144, and 87.

Table 4-4. Families With Female Heads By Number of Own Children Under 18
Years Old: 19690, 1970, and 1975

(Numbers in thousands. Excludes inmates of institutions.and members of the Armed Forces
except those living off post or with their families on post)

Change, 1960 to 1975
Number of own children 1975 1970 1960
under 18 years of axe
Number Percent
Families with female headS.e.oicceeccss 7,212 5,580 4,196 +3,016 +72.6
Percent of all families.eececoccons 13.0 10.9 10.5 +2.5 +23.8
wlth no own children under 18.......... 2,319 2,655 2,305 +14 +0.6
with own children under 18.. . 4,924 2,925 1,891 +3,033 +160.4
1 own child under 1B..... oee 1,994 1,051 785 +1,209 +154.0
2 own ¢hildren under 18.. cee 1,376 826 510 +886 +173.7
3 own children under 1B....e.0e 761 197 286 +475 +166.1
4 or mor¢ own children under 18. 793 552 31 +482 +155.0
Total own children under 18..4000c0cens 10,474 6,895 4,198 +6,276 +149.5
MCUN NUMDET. .t eaoeseeeseocsossoscanccns 1.45 1.24 1.00 {x) (x)

X Not applicable.
Source: U.$. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the ‘Census, Current Population Reports, Series P~23, No. 50 and

unpubl ished data.
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Chapter 5.
FERTILITY

During the past quarter-century, the fertility of
American women has shown wide fluctuations from
near-record highs for the 20th century in the last half of
the 1950’s to all-time lows in recent years. In fact, fertil-
ity rates in the past few years have been at levels which,
if maintained, would eventually result in an excess of
deaths over births. Data on children ever born illustrate
these trends (table 5-1). Women 20 to 24 years old in
1960 had already had an average of 1 child each, but
women 20 to 24 years old in 1974 had an average of
about 0.6 children per woman. The average for women
25 to 29 years old in 1960 was 2 children; by 1974 the
average was about 1.4 for women 25 to 29. in 1974
women who were 35 to 44 years old (approximately 20
to 29 years old in 1960) had borne an average of almost
3 children per woman, whereas women 35 to 44 in 1960
(25 to 34 in 1950) had borne an average of only 2.5
children each.

Historically, certain socioeconomic characteristics of
women have been associated with varying rates of child-
ren ever born. For example, women in metropolitan
areas, especially in the suburban sectors, bear fewer
children than women in nonmetropolitan areas. High
educational attainment, high labor force participation
rates, and above-average age at first marriage are all asso-
ciated with relatively low fertility. The long trend
toward early marriage and early childbearing was re-
v- rsed about 15 years ago. Only 17 percent of the
vwomen born between 1950 and 1955 had married by
age 18, in contrast to approximately 30 percent of the
women born between 1935 and 1939. This decrease in
early marriage has been paralieled by a drop in fertility
levels for women 18 years old or younger (table 5-3).
These and other facts show that recent trends toward
higher levels of education, increased labor force activity,
and the postponement of marriage have been accom-
nanied by decreases in the average number of children
ever born to ever-married women.

18

Bureau of the Census reports to date have not
counted births to single (never married) women in the
calculations of children ever born. Nonetheless, changes
in the level of illegitimacy are noteworthy. Birth regi-
stration data on illegitimate births suggest that sizable
increases in illegitimacy occurred between 1940 and
1970, but that the increases have been tapering off in
more recent years.! In 1940 there were only about 7.1
births per 1,000 unmarried {single, widowed, or
divorced) women 15 to 44 years old; in 1970 this figure
was 26.4, and in 1973 it was 24.5. In 1940, 4 percent of
all births were illegitimate; in 1970, 11 percent were
illegitimate; and in 1973, 13 percent.

Influences on fertility levels that are important but
difficult to document include changing ideals and values
regarding family size. Data on birth expectations of
American women with respect to the total number of
children they foresee having during their lifetime pro-
vide evidence of changing views. In 1967 wives 18 to 29
years old expected to have an average of about 2.9
children each. For wives who had advanced into this age
group by 1974, the expectations had dropped to 2.2
children. Thus, women under 30 vyears old are in-
creasingly favoring the two-child family. Between 1967
and 1974 the percentage of young wives expecting to
remain childless or to have only one child also increased.
At the same time, the proportion of wives 18 to 24
years old anticipating exactly two children grew from
about 37 percent to more than half. Obviously, the
number expecting larger families of three or four or
more children dropped sharply during this period.

'For further information, see U.S. Department of Health,
Education, and Weifare, National Center for Health Statistics,
Vital Statistics of the United States, and U.S. Department :»f
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reportz,
Series P-23, No. 49.
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Table 5-1. Children Ever Born Per 1,000 Women 15 to 44 Years Old by Marital Status and Age:
1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

\C1ivilian noninstitutional population)

Children ever born per 1,000 wo- ",

Marital status and age of women
1974 1970 1960 1950
TOTAL WOMEN®

Total, 15 to 41 years.eeececcesae 1,472 1,616 1,746 1,395

15 to 19 years.eeceeceee 65 75 127 105
20 to 24 years... 574 678 1,032 738
25 to 29 years... 1,445 1,738 2,006 1,436
30 to 34 years... 2,291 2,596 2,445 1,871
35 to 39 yecars... 2,831 2,980 2,523 2,061
40 to 43 years..... 3,084 ! 2,927 2,409 2,170

'
WOMEN EVER MARRIED

Total, 15 to 41 YLars..eeceeeaees 2,147 2,357 2,314 1,859

15 t0 19 YCOIrSeeseescesesccsoscoscscsen 524 633 792 604
20 to 21 yCarSeesseencees . 922 1,064 1,441 1,082
25 10 29 Years.eseseeeoen- . 1,648 1,978 2,241 1,654
30 to . 2,163 2,801 2,627 2,059
35 to . 2,994 3,167 2,686 2,247
40 to 41 YOArSeeeeeensssscsscccscscsonns 3,227 3,096 2,@ 2,364
.

Source:?
1950 Census of Population, Vol. IV, Part 5°C1,

lincludes single inever married) women as having borne no children.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureuu of the Ccusus, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 277 and
" w
Fertility .

Table 5-2. Children Ever Born Per 1,000 Women Ever Married by Age and Selected Socioeconomic
Characteristics: June 1974

{Civilian noninstitutional population)

children ever born per 1,000

cver married women

Seclected characteristics
of women 15 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 44
years years years
METROPOL ITAN-NONMETROPOL ITAN
RES 1DENCE
TOtAl.eeoaocsosrssosvocoasancacse 850 2,032 3,111
796 1,950 3,020
821 1,957 3,093
774 1,945 2,971
NONMELropolitiN.cecoesscsosscascscosses 953 2,229 3,316
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED
Elementary: Less than 8 years.ee.ceeee 1,385 3,092 4,247
8 yearSeesee vesen 1,450 3,000 3,723
High school: 1 to 3 years ceoes 1,214 2,807 3,598
4 yearSeeeees 839 2,036 2,956
College: 1 to 3 years... vevaven 116 1,720 2,842
4 years OF MOFCe,cevessces 181 1,170 2,389
LABOR FORCE STATUS
In labOr fOrCCecescocoscscssssssvccscss 595 1,682 2,904
Not in 1abor fOrCCecececcccnsscccsss 1,141 2,341 3,345
AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
14 to 17 yearS.eseees 1,175 2,873 3,808
18 and 19 yearSeesoees 856 2,319 3,327
20 and 21 yecarseeceo- 537 1,856 3,066
22 to 24 years.e.eees 334 1,419 2,774
25 to 29 years. tessstresrcrconre x) 1,124 2,363
30 L0 31 YCOIrS.seceesesesccascssssssase (X) 1,205 1,904
35 YyOArsS and OVEFeeessescsccscessscsens iX) (X) 1,200
X Not applicable. ..
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, current Populat ion Reports, Series P-20, No. 277 and

Serics P-23, No. 36.
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Table 5-3. Childbearing at Early Ages: Percent Who Married and Children Ever Born Per 1,000 Women

by Age 18 and by Age 25, for Cohorts of Women Born in 1900 to 1949 in the United States:

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

fune 1971

By middle of age 18 By middle of ape 25
Children ever born Children ever born
! Percent Percent
Year woman was born married per 1,000 married Per 1,000
by this Per 1,000 women by this Per 1,000 women
age total women ever age total women ever
married married
1950 to 1955. ... 000nnnn. ereeeens '16.6 1104 tg27 X) (xX) x)
1945 t0 1999 .. it ennnanonns 21.2 135 637 'g2.8 *1,203 11,453
1940 to 19%id......... eeeeaaaenens 25.6 181 707 86.1 1,528 1,775
1935 to 1939.... 0000 Secessens 29.7 204 687 85.8 1,747 2,036
1930 to 1934 26.2 157 599 85.0 1,535 1,806
1925 to 1929... 21.9 123 562 81.9 1,280 1,563
1920 to 1924 20.2 117 579 77 .7 1,061 1,366
1910 to 1919.. 19.3 112 380 71.5 920 1,285
1900 to 1909.. 19.5 101 518 68.9 947 1,374

X Nat agplicable.

!Data for 1950 to 1955 and 1945 to 1949 adjusted for Liae part of the cohort that had not reached the

(18 or 25) by June 1971.

Source:

.pecified apges

U.S. Department of Commerce, Burecau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 263.

Table 5-4. Lifetime Birth Expectations of Wives 18 to 29 Years Old by Age: 1967, 1971, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands.

Data restricted to currently married women reporting birth expectations.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

Lifetime birth ectations® 1974 1971 1967 Chn:fo'
3 s
e rth expectatio (June) (June) (Feb.-Mar.) 1967
to 1974
WIVES 18 TO 24 YEARS OLD
Number of wives., ceees 5,053 1,987 4,161 +892
Total births cxpoctod 10,939 11,846 11,869 -930
Per 1,000 yives........ 2,165 2,375 2,852 -687
Percent distribution by total hirths expected:
ALl WiveS ceecoecorcenn, 100.0 100.0 100.0 (x)
0 or 1 birth..... ' 17.0 12.4 7.4 +9.6
2 births....... E 55.7 51.6 37.1 +18.6
3 births. | 19.4 23,7 29.8 -10.4
| or more births. X 7.8 12.3 25.7 -17.9
1
l
WIVES 25 TO 29 YEARS OLD |
!
Number of wives..ceeeeioeneecetocccoccceonss esssen 5,043 4,014 3,773 +1,270
Total births exXpected...ooeeesiveessoecnsosnaas 11,776 11,820 11,459 +317
Per 1,000 ydves....o. ..., eeeeecata e, . 2,335 2,619 3,037 -702
Percent distribution by total births expected:
All wiveSeooa.onne . 100.0 100.0 100.0 (X)
0 or 1 birth.... 14.2 10.0 7.3 +6.9
2 births... 51.7 14,1 29.3 +22.4
3 births... e 22.3 27.6 33.5 -11.2
4 or more birthBee.cooegecesescesoececsacnnne 11.9 18.3 29.9 -18.0
X Not applicable.
!Includes children already born and expected number of additional chlldren.
Source: Nos. 277, and 21}

and 1957 survey of Economlc Opportunity unpublished data.
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Chapter 6.
EDUCATION

Although women have made strides toward achieving
educational parity with men, equality has not been
reached. The educational distribution of persons 25 to
29 vyears old shows this clearly (table 6-1). Since most
persons of these ages have recently completed their
schooling, their educational attainment can be used as
an indicator of current trends. Among persons 25 to 29
years of age in 1950, there were only 66 women who
had completed at least 4 years of college for every 100
men who had done so. The corresponding ratio in 1975
was 77 female college graduates for every 100 compar-
able males. Thus, while the proportion completing 4 or
more Yyears of college has risen more rapidly for young
women than for young men, a higher proportion of men
than women in both 1950 and 1975 had completed this
much schooling.

A similar picture is shown by changes in college en-
rollment of women and men from 1950 to 1974 (table
6-2). While the enprollment rates of women have risen
more rapidly than those of men since 1950, there were
still fewer women than men attending college in 1974.
However, those women who were attending college have
been moving into traditionally ‘““male” majors in in-
creasing numbers. Table 6-3, which shows the percent
female for the major fields of study of college students
in 1966, 1972, and 1974, indicates a trend toward
increasing proportions of women in most majors. This
increase reflects, in part, the fact that a higher propor-
tion of all college students were women in 1974 than
was the case in 1966. Moreover, women still constitute a
very small proportion of students enrolled in some of
the traditional ““male’’ majors. For example, the per-
centage of engineering majors who were women rose

30

from 2 percent in 1966 to 7 percent in 1974. The com-
parable figures for agriculture and forestry were 3 per-
cent in 1966 and 14 percent in 1974. Female college
students in 1974 remain a large proportion of tradi-
tional female majors, such as education (73 percent),
English or journalism (59 percent), and health or
medical professions (64 percent)..

The proportion of college-age women (18 to 24)
enrolled in school was significantly higher in 1974 than
in 1960. In 196G, 30 percent of the females 18 to 19
years old were¢ enirolled in school; the enrollment ratio
increased to 4z yercent in 1970 and has since remained
at approximately that level. Between 1960 and 1974
enrollment rates increased by 13 percentage points for
20-and-21-year-olds and by 8 percentage points for 22-
to-24-year-olds.

These increases in college attendance by women are
being reflected in the proportion of bachelor’s and
higher degrees awarded to women. |n the academic year
1949-50, about one-fourth of all bachelor’s and higher
degrees were awarded to women, but only 10 percent of
all doctorates given in that year went to females. By
1972 women earned 41 percent of all degrees at or
above the B.A. level and 16 percent of all doctorates.

None of the indicators of educational achievement
examined here—attainment, enroliment, field of study,
or degrees awarded—show that women have reached the
same levels as men. But in most areas the educational
gap between the sexes has narrowed since 1950.

21



22

Figure 6-1 School Enrollment Rates for Women by Age:
1960, 1965, 1970, and 1974

Percent
enrolled
50r
— {18-19)
40+ years
30
{20-21)
/______.._—"'" years
/”-_
q—
”
-
q—
20t /,-—""
-
-
-
-
o
o
——— (22-24)
y oo — ears
10 —-—’_’___._ Y
--—-’-’-—-’-’
v
l"’
| | )|
1960 1965 1970 1974

Source: U, S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, Nos. 110, 162, 222 and 286, '
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Table 6-1. Percent Distribution of Persons 25 to 29 Years Old by Years of School Completed and Sex:
1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

Years of school completed and sex 1975 1970 1960 1950
Total persons, .thousands.. 16,395 13,394 10,876 11,921
WOMCNeeoeeeoossooens thousands.. 8,347 6,824 5,537 6,169
MENeooooos r0000cecoanas ..thousands.. 8,048 6,569 5,339 | - 5,751
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Elementary: 8 years or less

WOMCNeoconeessctoonansososoasoscsccccee 5.4 8.3 15.5 23,2

MeN..ecocsocessses .o 6.0 9.6 19.7 27.6

Ratio: womMON/MEN.e..cevcaocsoccansee 0.94 0.90 0.82 0.90
Some high school: 9 to 11 years

WOMEN.asaatasssateecoonncsnsscncnsnces 12.8 18,2 23.0 21.9

MCNoeoseoansononanae cesssen 9.5 16.2 20.7 21.9

Ratio: women/men.......e. cseeeen 1.41 1.16 1.15 1.07
High school: 12 years

Women..seoeee oo 45.7 15.3 42.6 39.4

MeNecasovoessoenns, .e 37.2 38,2 32.2 29.8

Ratio: WOMEN/MEN,....ceeaveooecocon. 1.28 1.23 1.37 1.42
Some college: 1 to 3 years

WOMEN.oeasasoovarsasasssccsassossassns 17.3 15.0 11.2 9.6

MONoooseososannonas essssseens.n 22.2 16.7 13.0 11.0

Ratio: WOMEN/MEN..e..eeraoacvocansas 0.81 0.93 0.89 0.93
College: 4 years or more

WOMENeeoossaooasooosesanncansoososnnss 18.7 13.2 7.8 5.9

MeNeasoons 25,1 19.3 14 .4 9.6

Ratio: WOMEN/MEN.ee,cesssscssrncansee 0.77 0.71 0.56 0.56

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureuu of the Census, Currenz Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 207; 1960
Census of Population, Vol. 1I, Part 5(B), "Educational Attainment’'; 1950 Census of Population, Volume IV, Part S(B ,

"Education ; and unpublished Current Population Survey data.
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Table 6-2. Undergraduate and Graduate Enrollment of Persons 16 to 34 Years Old by Sex:
1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

Percent

R change:

College onrollment and sex 1974 1970 1960 1950" earliost

year to

1974
TOTAL PERSONS 16 TO 34 YEARS
WOMEBNeessessssssscncssncsnsssnncssnsscos 32,542 28,754 ' 22,342 18,259 +78.2
MONeossosocosooossssnscscncsssssrsnnnnss 30,641 26,100 20,216 16,915 +81.1
Total Persons Enrolled in College
Women..eeeeeccecsccns 3,898 3,013 1,231 701 +456.1
Percent enrolled. 12.0 10.5 5.5 3.8 (X)
MON.oeooosososcnncons 4,924 4,401 2,33 1,474 +234.1
Percent enrolled. 16.1 16.9 11.6 8.7 (xX)
Ratio: WOMCN/MON..ceeeeccnssscssccnces 0.79 0.68 0.53 0.48 (xX)
Enrolled College, 1 to 4 Years
WOMENe-coacsecssnnacnsn esssssssscas 3,306 2,647 (NA) (NA) +24.9
Percent enrolled. ceen . 10.2 9.2 (NA) (NA) x)
MONeeeasesnsernsessnconsscscocoes . 4,025 3,627 (NA) (NA) +11.0
Porcent enrolled.c.e.ceceses . 13.1 13.9 (NA) (NA) (x)
Ratio: WOMEN/MENec.essassacccsssscssce 0.82 0.73 (NA) (NA) (x)
Enrolled College, 5 Years or More

WOmeNessssesensscscssscscsssnansoncsnsce 593 366 (NA) (NA) +62.0
Porcent enrolled,, 1.8 1.3 (NA) (NA) (X)
MeN.coeossstsscncnscsce 897 774 (NA) (NA) +15.9
Percent enrolled.. 2.9 3.0 (NA) (NA) (X)
WOMEN/MeN.veoeeacosossssocsssce 0.66 0.47 (NA) (NA) (X)

Ratio:

NA Not available.

Source:
110, and 34.

X Not applicable.

!pata are for persons l&

to 29 years old.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Sertes P-20, Nos. 278, 222,

Table 6-3. Percent Female by Major Field of Study for College Students 14 to 34 Years:

October 1966, 1972, and 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Mpojor field of study

Percont female

1974 1972 1966
Total enrolled.eceecescecscsssssscacnscen 41.2 41.6 38.2
Agriculture/fores8try..cee.eee . 13.5 11.3 2.6
Biological Bciences....ee..es ceeee 41,0 36.6 H
Business Or COMMEICOeecssecess 31.7 23.2 23.0
Education.cee.eococsscceoccocss 72.6 72.3 67.9
Engineeringeeecscecceccccccces . 6.8 2.0 1.9
English or Journalism...eceeseeevccaccs . 59,1 51.5 50.9
Other humanitie8..ceee.aasesccccaccase, . 48.0 47.3 } ¢
Health or medical profession.... 64.2 56.5 244.5
LOW.cosconcsoncccncnnscsssnsscesncne . 23.2 17.7 (NA)
Mathematics Or StatiStiCS.seesesoccs . 44.6 34.3 36.5
Physical SCienceBecsccoaccansnceccs . 26.9 27.4 11.1
Social SC1ONCEB..cereernccsce . 44.4 47.5 37.6
Vocational-technical studies. 25.4 (NA) (NA)
Computer S5CiENCEecsccccnssscensssne R 20.0 (NA) (NA)
OthOr.esesssassnscsenesn . 41.0 39.7 27.4
44.7 41.9 41.9

None and not roported...ccceeesessccorccacnss

NA Not available.

Included in health or medical profession.

Includes biological sciences.

Source:
unpublished data.
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Table 6-4, Bachelor's and Higher Degrees Conferred in Institutions of Higher Education by Level of
Degree and Sex: Selected Years, 1950 to 1972

Level of degree and sex

1971-72

All levels, bachelor’'s and higher.

Master’s. ...
Wonmen. .,
Men....
Ratto:

1,215,680
196,727
718,953

0.69

930,68
189,371
541,313

0.72

251,633

102,083
149,550
0.68

33,363
5,273
28,000
0.19

1,065,391
428,703
635,688

0.68

827,234
313,060
184,174

0.71

208,291
82,66

X Not applicable.

Source:
Statistica, 1974 and unpublished data.

Departrent of Nealth, Fducation, and Welfare,

National Center for Fducation

Change, 1950 to 1972
1959-60 1949-50
Sumber Percent
I
476,704 496,661 +719,019 *144.8
162,942 120,796 +375,931 +311.2
313,762 375,865 +343,088 «01.3
0.s2. 0.32 ) x)
392,140 132,058 + 198,626 s115.4
138,377 103,217 ~2H6,154 *277.2
254,063 328,841 212,472 <61.6
0.5 0.31 (x) (X)
74,435 58,183 . ~193,150 +332.5
23,337 16,963 | +85,120 *501.8
50,898 41,220 | +108,330 +262.8
0.6 0.1 (X) (99
4,829 6,420 +26,943 -419.7
1,028 616 +1,657 +756.0
8,801 5,804 +22 286 +384.0
0.12 0.11 (X) (X)
Statistics, Digest of Educational
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Chapter 7. -
LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION

The dramatic increase in women's labor force partici-
pation during recent years has been one of the strongest
indications of the changing social and economic roles of
women. Between 1950 and 1974, the number of women
workers nearly doubled while the number of men in the
labor force increased by only about one-fourth. Accord-
ingly, the ratio of women per 100 men in the labor force
has risen from 41 in 19%0 to 63 in 1974. Increases in
labor force participation have been evident for women
of all ages under 65, but the size and timing of the
growth have varied by age. ’-or older women of working
age, those 45 to 64 years old, the proportion in the
work force rose dramaticallv between 1950 and 1960;
this development was possibly a carry-over effect of
work experient.: gained by this group of women during
World War 1l. In the 196C‘s, however, the increases
leveled off somewhat, and during the last few years the
labor force rates for this age gyroup have remained more
nearly stable or even declired. During the 1960's and
early 1970's, younger wom=an began entering the labor
force in increasing rumbeis. The labor force rates for 20-
to-24-year-olds increased froiw 4t percent in 1960 to 63
percent in 1974, ad ihe rat ¢ of women 25 to 34 years
old rose from 36 wercent tc 52 percent.during the same
period. So pronourniced have been the increases in labor
for —articipation among wormen that the labor force
rate  or all age groups between 16 and 54 years in 1974
ex ded the rate for the most active age group (20 to
24  arsold) in 1950.

Projections of the size of the lubor force by sex and

age indicate that by 1990 there may be about 43.7 mil- -

lion women in the labor force, a 22-percent increase
over the number .1 1974 (table 7-8). Primarily because
of changes in the age distribution of the population, the
largest increases in the female 'abor force are expected
for women between the ages of 2% and 44 years. Smaller
increases are projected for older women, and the num-
ber of working women 16 t: 24 years old is expected to
decline somewhat. Tnese projections assume no drastic
changes in the propensity of women to seek work, and
any substantial charge in the labor force participation
rates would alter the size of the labor force from that
projected.

One important factor related to labor force participa-
tion is the level of educational attainment. Increases in
years of schooling, especially graduation from high
school and from college, and associated gains in earnings
potential are normally associated with greater work
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farce activity. As seen in the previous section, the pro-
portions of young women completing high school and
completing college have grown over the past 25 years.
At the same time, the labor force participation rates of
women who were at least high school graduates have
risen (table 7-3). For example, about half of the women
coliege graduates were in the labor force in 1952, but
nearly two-thirds were working in 1975. Therefore, the
absolute increase in the number of women workers
refiested both the rise in educational attainment and the
increased labor force participation among women with
higher attainment levels.

Historically, marital status and the presence and age
of children have affected labor force participation.
Single {never married) women have higher rates of labor
force activity than other women, and these rates have
been fairly close to the rates of single men (table 7-4).
However, the participation rates for married women
with a husband present have risen sharply between 1950
and 1975. In 1950 only about one-fourth of the married
women were in the work force, but in 1975 the rate of
labor force participation reached 44 percent. Although
the labor force rates for women of other marital status
also rose during this period, the increases were not so
large. Therefore, the differential in labor force participa-
tion between married women and other women has
lessened.

Among married women the presence of preschool-age
children generally reduces the level of labor force
activity (table 7-5). In 1975, 37 percent of the women
with children under 6 years of age were in the labor
force, but the labor force rates of women whose child-
ren were all of school age and women with no children
under 18 were 52 percent and 44 percent, respectively.
Although the presence of preschool-age children does
affect participation rates, there has been considerable
growth over the nast 25 years in the labor force activity
of this group. Tie labor force rate for women with
children under 6 years was only about 12 percent in
1950, but in 1975 this rate had tripled to about 37
percent. Furthermore, in 1975 the participation rate for
women with children under 3 years was about 33 per-
cent, approximately double the 1960 rate for this
group. Thus, the roles of wife and mother are seemingly
becoming more compatible with work in the market-
place for greater numbers of women.
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One often cited reason for the growth in women'’s
labor force participation is the expansion in the service
sector of the economy (see chapter 8). This growth in
the service industries has resulted in more part-time jobs
and has, therefore, created employment opportunities
for women who otherwise may not have entered the
work force. In the 1950 Census of Population, there
were slightly more male than female part-time workers
(3.9 million vs. 3.0 million), but in the 1960 and 1970
censuses, there were more women than men working
part time (89 million vs. 7.2 million in 1970). Cer-
tainly, the availability of part-time work is an important

Table 7-1.

(Noninstitutional populatijon,
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factor for many women, especially those with young
children, in reaching the decision about whether ornot
to work. -

The unemployment rate for adult women (20 years
old and over) has historically been higher than that for
adult men (table 7-7). Women normally have more
frequent periods of withdrawal from the labor force and
subsequent reentry, which contributes to higher unem-
ployment. Also, tenure or years of experience are
usually lower for women than for men, and this
increases the likelihood of layoff or job loss.

Size of Labor Force by Age and Sex: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

Numbers in thousands)

f Number 1n labor toree Change, 1950 to 1974
Sex and age e St e S R T
19714 ' 1970 1960 ! 1950 Number : Fercent
) o : i z
TOTAL, D13 YEARS AND OVER . ; | !
i i !
| : | ;
.................... : KEPL - 31,560 | 24,272 18,412 17,480 49:1.9
e e e i 57,319 KRB ER] | 18,870 ¢ 15,016 . 11,903 «26.2
Ratio: women men. ... ... : 0,631 0.58 0,18 0.41 ! (%) (x)
i : ' : ! :
16 to 149 Yeavs ; :
. 1,005 4,250 2,062 1,714 2,291 | .133.7
i 5,180 . 4,395 3,181, 2,821 +2,368 ° +83.9
; 0.77 .71 0.65 . 0.61 (x) (X)
ap tin 21 Years ‘i ‘ \’ :
. i
1 i . ‘
WOMEN . o\ttt iie it e ! 5,867 1,893 2,590 2,681 +3,186 <1188
P ! 8,105 § 7,374 . 5,089 ! 5,224 +2,880 +55.1
Ratio WORCTL MU . 4 e e e e e e iaenen s 0.72 0. 64 .51 ¢ 0.51 (x) x)
i . i k
,
25 to 34 Years i i i
:
H . , | !
WOMEN . ottt i ittt e e e ! 7,826 ; 5,704 4,140 4,101 +3,725 +90.8
Men, .ol R i 13,993 | 11,974} 10,930 | 11,044 +2,949 ¢ +26.7
Ratio WOMCN/MON. « o vttt en e e e e it .56, 0,48 ! 0,38 | 0.37 (X) x)
: i ; | :
. | [
35 to 1} Years i i i i
: i N B
WOMEN . + v e v e e e e et et e e e ; 6,351 ; 5,971 ; 5,308 ! 1,166 +2,188 } +52.5
Men.......... e e e 10,614 10,818 11,310 ' 09,952 +662 +6.7
ROtio: WOMEN/MeN. .. ... ovuuanr o ons 0,60, 0.565 | 0,17 0.42 (X)) ¢ (X)
' ' .
45 to 51 Years ‘ : : !
L T LUB8T 6,533 | 5,280 | 3,328 +3,359 -100.9
MENL et 10,1 10,487 | o, 639 i 8,152 12,339 | V28,7
! H i 1
Ratio: women/men..... ............... LN 0.62 ! 0.55 ) 0.1 ) x)
i . 1
: i ! | !
55 to H4 Years ! : f
; .
' ; !
i i h
WOMEN . o oo it s ettt e 1,158 | 1,153 | 2,986 1,839 +2,319 } +126.1
N 7,032 | 7,127} 6,405 5,800 +1,232 | +21.2
Rotio: women/men... ... .....c...c.....n. 0.59 " 0.58 } 0.47 - 0.32 (X) 4 x)
55 Years and Over J I !
Women. .. .. B a6 | 1,056 l 907 ! 584 +a12 70.5
MO o ot s 1,920 | 2,164 2,287 | 2,454 -528 | -21.5
RALIO! WOMCN/MON. vttt aarnans U.."EJ 0,49 | 0.10 l 0.24 (X) l X)
PV SISO SSY P - R - —_—

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Manpower Adsinistration,

1975 Manpower Ruport of the President.
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Table 7-2. Labor Force Participation Rates by Age and Sex: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Nontnstitutional population)

Sex and age

Labor force participatton rates’

1974

1970

1060

-

1950

Percent change,
1950 to
1974

TOTAL, 16 YEARS AND OVER

WOMEN. .., sereecrocsnnanssssrnsnsuussars

Ratio: wornor/n\c .
16 td 19 Years

women.......
Men... o eeniininnenna,
Ratio: ?

women/men?. L. L.l Laaa il
20 to 24 Years
Women. ... .eeiuunnan R e

Men............ e
Ratio: women/men ..........ovvivaiiann

25 to 34 Years

WOMEN. . e e e nirionanannes PIREPIPEPI
MeN. e ot iennnnonnrarianen
Ratio: women/men?............iiaiii...

35 to 44 Years

45 to 54 Years

WOMEN. i eeiniieannreeananann PRI
£ T

fatio: women/men?... . ... . ieiiiienes

55 to 64 Years
WOMEN. . ..t ee i ienonuiasnnsnia e et

Men.....iiiiiiiiaiiiiin
Ratio: women/men’. .. ... .c...iiieiiaai.

65 Years and Over

WOmeN. .. vt ii it
Men.. ... . ieaaan
Ratio: women/men’

46,7
79.4
0.58

63.2
87.3
0.72

52.4
96.0
0.55

40.7
77.1
0.53

8.2
22.4
0.37

A3.4
80.6
0.54

4.0
58.4
0.75

57.8
86.6
0.67

45.0
96.6
0.47

51.1
97.0
0.53

S4.1
94.3
0.58

43.0
83.0
0.52

9.7
26.8
0.36

16.2 |
90.2 |
0.51,

!

36.0
7.7 |
0.37 |

43.5
97.7
0.456

37.2
86.8
0.43

10.8
33.1
0.33

33.9
86.8
0.39

16,1

89.1
0.52

39.1
97.6
0.0

27.0
86.9
0.31

+34.8

x)

+20.2
-5.1
(X)

+37.1
-2.0
xX)

+54.1
-0.2
($.9]

.39.9
-1.5
x)

+43.7
-3.8
(X)

+50.7
-10.9
($.9]

X Not applicable.
!Number in labor force as percent of
2Ratios of labor force participntion

Source: Same a3 table 7-1,

total population in the specific group.

rates.

]
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Table 7-3. Labor Force Participation Rates by Years of School Completed for Persons 18 Years Old and Over:
1952, 1959, 1970, and 1975

(Civilian noninstitutional population 18 years old and over)

Labor force participation rates Percent
. chunge,
Sex and years o! school completed 1952 to
1975 1970 1959} 1952} 1975
NOT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
WOmEN. oo e PP .. 31.6 33.0 31.6 31.2 +1.3
MEN. . e e us.zl 72.6 | 81.2 85.3 -23.6
Ratio: women/men?. ... .. B . 0.44 | 0.15 | 0.39 0.37 (x)
J ; ;
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE-NO COLLEGE ‘
: i
Women. . . .. 52,5 50,3 12,8 10.7
Meto oo e L 87.6 90.1 | 02,7 93.1
Ratio: 0. 60 0.56 ; 0.6 0,1 xX)
i
|
Women. .. ... ... e e 53.5 .6 | 105 37.5 427
MO, vt e e 81.3 RO.6 | H3.4 85.6 -5.0
Ratio: women/men® .. ... e P 0.66 0.60 | 0,49 0.1 x)
. 1 OR MORE YEARS OF COLLEGE ] '
|
WOMENL 4 st ae e eee e e ia e | 64,1 59.7 | 53.3 50.2 +27.7
T T PP 90,4 90.2 ! 92,8 88,0 +2.7
Ratio: womun/mun"‘....,....H.“..,......,.,l 0,71 ().(361 0.57 0.57 (9]

X Not applicable.
bata exclude persons who did not report years of schoal completed.
“flatios of labor force participation rates.

Source: L.$. Department of Commerce, Burean of the Census, Current Population Heports, Series P-50, No, 19 and unpublished
data, and U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Specinl Labor Force Reports, Nos. 125 and 1.
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Table 7-4. Number in Labor Force and Labor Force Participation Rates by Sex and Marital Status:

1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

(Numbers in thousands)

Percent
. X - change,
Sex and marital status 1975 1970 1960 1950 1950 to
1975
Number in Labor Porce
Single:
WOMEN. coepesesesssosscncsssas 8,164 6,965 5,101 5,621 +50.6
L . 12,233 9,515 8,474 8,808 +37.5
Ratto: women, men... oo SN 0.69 0.73 0.64 0.63 (X)
Married, spousc present:
WOMEeN. eoesns e 21,111 18,377 12,253 8,550 +146.9
Men..iieeiieaans caee 39,516 39.138 35,757 32,912 +20.1
Ratlo: wWOMCN ‘MeN..eceeesann. 0.53 0.47 0.3+ .26 (X)
Other ever marricd:’
women....... . 6,932 5,861 4,861 3,624 +91.3
[T P . 4,091 I 2,938 2,845 2,616 +56.4
RAt{0: wWOMeNH MON.eeeveonesooons 1.69 2.01 1.71 1.39 (X)
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Labor Force Participation Rates
Single:
Wemen. cere 56.7 53.0 d1.1 50.5 +12.3
Men. .. 67.1 60.7 55.5 G2.6 +7.2
Ratio: women men“..eeeiieeerennenninnanses 0.85 0.87 0. o (x)
Marrled, spouse present:
Women. . ceee e 10.8 30.5 23.8 +86.6
Men..ooeeeeenns . cees 83.1 B6.9 88.9 91.6 -9.3
Ratio: women.me S 0.53 0.47 0.34 0.26 (x)
Other ever marrted:!
women . ceee 10.7 39.1 10.0 37.8 +7.7
MON. eeveeeannes 65.2 54.2 59.3 63.0 +3.5
Ratlo: wOMEN /MENn®..c.eiieenneonoooannasans 0.62 0.72 0.67 0.60 (X)

'Includes widowed, divorced, and married, spouse absent.

*fatlos of labor force participation rates.

Note: Data relate to the total population (including institutional) 1+ years old and
population 16 years old and over in 1970, nnd to the noninstitutionnl population 16 years
Forces living off post or with their families on post are included in all Years.

Source:

.,f Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Special Labor Force lleports, Nos. 130 and 13 and November 1975 Monthl

39

over for 1950 and 1960,
old and over in 1975.

to the total
The male Armed

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-50, No. 29 and U.S. Department
lLabor Review.
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Table 7-5. Labor Force Participation Rates for Ever-Married Women by Presence and Age of Children:
1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

(Civiltan nontnstitutional population 16 years and over in 1975 and 1970,

14 years apd over in 1960 and 1950)

Labor force participation rates

presence and age of children Yrrc€nt
1975 1970 1960 1950 GAnke,
earliest year
) to 1975
Married women, husband present....... a.d 10.8 30.5 23.8 +86.6
No children under 18....c0iiiiiiiiiinnnn. 12.2 31.7 30.3 +14.9
With children under 1B......000..00 . 39.7 27.6 18,1 +143.5
Children 6 to 17 only 19,2 39.0 28.3 +84.8
Children under 6..cvvieiiiiiiiiininnnnns 30.3 18.6 11.9 +207.7
Children 3 to 5, none under 3.......... 37.0 25,1 (NA) +66.9
Children under Beeeveveneneeenanns Cerees 25.8 15.3 (NA) +113.7
other ever-married women'............ 10.7 39.1 40.0 7.8 v7.7
No children under 18......000tiiiiiiennnns 33.2 33.4 35.7 43.7 ~-1.5
With children under 18....c00 . iiiiieeeennnns 62,41 60.6 55.5 54.9 +13.7
Children 6 to 17 only..oieeiiieienennnns 67.2 67.3 66.2 63.6 +5.7
Children under 6.........00... eeeen 55.0 50.7 39.8 41,4 +32.9
Children 3 to 5, none under 3....cvv.n. 59.41 58.8 51.7 (NA) +14.9
Children under 3........... teesecsenene 49.7 13.6 32.4 (NA) +53.4
NA Not available.
'Includes ‘widowed, divorced, and married, husband absent.
Source: Same as table 7-4,
Table 7-6. Number of Part-Time Workers by Age and Sex: 1950, 1960, and 1970
(Numbers in thousands)
Percent
change,
Sex and age 1970 1960 19 1950 to
1870
PART-TIME WORKERS'
Total, 14 Years Old and Over
......... 8,866 5,657 3,007 +194.8
[ 7,175 5,157 3,853 +86.2
women,/men 1.24 1.10 0.78 (Xx)
14 to 19 Years 0ld
women. . 1,194 B23 371 +302.7
Men.... 2,207 1,463 724 +204,8
Rlatio: women. /men 0.68 0.56 0.51 (x)
20 Years 0ld and Over
7,372 4,835 2, 636 +179.7
. 1,968 3,695 3,129 158.8
1.48 1.31 0.84 (x)

X.Not applicable.

INRl

Source:
"Employment Status and Work Expericence;

“persons working 1 to 34 hours during the census reference week.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Population, Vol. 11, Part 6(A),
1960 Census of Population, Vol. II, Part 6(A), "Employment Status and Work
B

Experlience;” and 1950 Census of Population, Vol. II, Part 1(A), "Employment and Personal Characteristics.”
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Table 7-7. Number Unemployed and Unemployment Rates by Age and Sex:
1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands)

Sex and age 1974 1970 1960 12
Number Unemployed
Total, 16 years old and over

2,408 1,853 1,366 1,049

2,668 2,235 2,486 2,239

0.90 0.83 0.55 0.47

660 506 286 195

750 599 125 318

0.88 0.84 0.67 0.61

1,747 1,346 1,078 854

1,919 1,636 2,058 1,922

0.91 0.82 0.52 0.44

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Unemployment Rate
Total, 16 years old and over

6.7 5.9 5.9 5.7

4.8 4.4 5. 5.1

1.40 1.34 1.09 1.12

B < P T T 16.5 15.6 13.9 11.4
MEN . eveoeooosonesnannnsaneanse P 15.6 15.0 15.3 12.7
Ratio: women/men'...........cciiiiiiiennns 1.06 1.04 0.91 0.%0

20 years old and over

WOMEN . o coeoescocssosssscscsnosnse 5.5 4.8 5.1 5.1
MEN. . oepeerrenennnas 3.8 3.5 1.7 1.7
Ratio: women/men? 1.45 1.37 1.09 1.09

lgatios of uncmployment rates.

Source: U.S. hepartment of Commerce, Buresu of the Census, Current Populantion Reports, Series P-50, No. 31 and U.S.
Department ©f Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Special Labor Force Reports, Nos. 178, 129, and 14.

41

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Table 7-8. Projected Size of Labor Force by Age and Sex: 1980, 1985, and 1990
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Number in labor force (thousands) Change, 1974 to 1990
Sex and age 1974 1980 1985 1990 Numb P
(actual ) Number ercent
TOTAL, 16 YEARS AND OVER
WOMEM. + vt eeeerereneenennnennnn 35,892 39,219 11, 699 43, 699 +7.807 +21.8
L T . 57.349 62,590 66,017 68.907 .11.558 +20.2
16 to 19 Years
women....... ettt 1,005 3.669 3,203 3.188 -817 ~20.4
Men...oavuann. eaeeees PR . 5,189 1,668 3,962 3,901 -1,288 -24.8
5.867 ', 592 6,523 5,826 -1 -0.7
8,105 8,852 8,496 7,404 -701 -8.6
7,826 9,256 10,339 10,678 852 +36.4
13,993 17,523 19,400 19,853 5,860 +11.9
6,351 6,869 8.560 10,219 +3,865 +60.8
10, 611 11,851 14,617 17,398 +6,784 .63.9
i, 687 6.537 6,542 7,364 ~677 ~10.1
10,491 92,908 9,744 10,909 +118 1.0
Women..... et 1,158 5,057 5,213 5,003 +815 +20.3
MeN.teieviinnnanns Ceeit e 7,032 7,730 7,716 7.307 +275 +3.9
65 Years and Over
women....... P PN 996 ,239 1,319 1,391 395 +39.7
Men....eeaa.. et eieeiiieaaa, 1,925 2,058 2,082 2,135 +210 +10.9

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Special Labor Force Report No. 156.
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Chapter 8.
OCCUPATION AND INDUSTRY

Occupation. Although the employment of women
increased substantially (about 38 percent) between
1960 and 1970, women remained fairly concentrated in
a few major occupation groups. In both 1960 and 1970,
over half of employed women were working in clerical,
operative, or service positions. In fact, a higher propor-
tion of employed women were clerical or service work-
ers in 1970 than in 1960 (48 percent to 43 percent).
The employment growth in these two areas was pri-
marily in traditionally female occupations (e.g., secre-
taries, stenographers, and typists, and health service
workers) but was not entirely restricted to such areas.
The number of women mail carriers and bartenders, for
example, did increase during the period.

Between 1960 and 1970, both men and women had
strong employment gains among professional, technical,
and kindred workers. In both years, however, the vast
majority of women professionals were employed in
nomally lower-paying occupations—health workers,
except practitioners (mostly registered nurses), and ele:
mentary and secondary school teachers—whereas men’s
employment was distributed more evenly among the
various professional and technical occupations. In 1970
about 30 percent of the men professional and technical
workers were employed in the relatively high-paying
fields of engineering, law, and medicine; only about 2
percent of women professionals were in these occupa-
tions.

The number of women managers and administrators
increased about 22 percent from 1960 to 1970,.but
there were still approximately five times as many men as
women in managerial. positions in 1970. Occupation
groups with even smaller proportions of women workers
include the craft, transport equipment operative, and
laborer groups. For each of these, there was very little
change between 1960 and 1970 in the ratio of em-
ployed women to employed men. However, among
transport equipment operatives, there was a substantial
increase in women bus drivers during this period. The
emergence of many women school bus drivers probably
was the principal reason for this growth. Finally, the
number of women and men employed as private house-
hold workers or in farm occupations decreased from

1960 to 1970. . ]
Educational attainment is a major factor in deter-

mining the types of occupations available to persons,
but there are variations in the occupational distribution
of women and men with similar education (table 8-2).
Nearly three-fourths {71 percent) of employed women
between 25 and 64 years of age in March 1974 who had
completed 4 years or more of college were professional
and technical workers; this is a higher proportion than
that for male college graduates. However, about 14 per-

34
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cent of female college graduates in the same age group
were working in clerical jobs and only about 7 percent
in managerial positions. Among male college graduates,
over one-fourth were working as managers and admini-
strators. The dominant occupation group for women
with 4 years of high school {with no college) was clerical
workers; service occupations ranked second. For men
high schoo! graduates, the blue-collar craft and operative
occupations were the most important areas of employ-
ment, but there was still a relatively strong representa-
tion in managerial jobs. Women with less than 4 years of
high school were concentrated primarily in service occu-
pations and to a lesser degree in operative jobs; the
majority of men of this educational level were working
in craft and operative positions.

Among married couples in which both the husband
and wife were employed in 1970, there were differences
in the occupational distribution of wives according to
the husband'’s occupation. The vast majority of wives of
white-collar workers were also working in white-collar
occupations. Women whose husbands worked in pro-
fessional and technical occupations were more likely
than other wives to be professional or technical workers.
Wives of blue-collar workers were somewhat more
evenly distributed among sales and clerical, blue-collar,
and service occupations.

fndustry. The expansion of service industries in the
United States is often cited as one of the most impor-
tant factors in the growth of the female work force.
More than one-third (39 percent) of employed women
in 1970 were working in the service industries, with the
largest proportion (about 28 percent) in professional
and related services; e.g., in positions at schools,
hospitals, and welfare agencies. Approximately 2.3 mil-
lion women worked in the personal service industry, but
less than 1 million working women were in business,
repair, or entertainment and recreation services. Other
industries employing large numbers of women were
wholesale and retail trade and manufacturing. Also,
about nalf of the jobs in finance, insurance, and real
estate and nearly one-third of the jobs in public admini-
stration were held by women.

There was some change from 1950 to 1970 in the
pattern of employment by industry for women. In
terms of the ratio of women to men in an industry,
women strongly increased their representation in whole-
sale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate;
and most service industries. Relatively smaller gains
were made in other industries. As was true in 1950 and
1960, the only major industrial groups employing more
women than men in 1870 were personal services and
professional and related services.



Table 8-1. Occupation of Employed Persons 14 Years and Over by Sex: 1960 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands)
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1970 1960 Change, 1960 to 1970
Occupation Women women./
Women Men men women Men men Wwomen Men
ratio ratio
Tatal l’-‘lﬂployud'.....--......... 29,170 48,139 0.61 21,172 13,167 0,49 +7.998 +1,672
Professioril, technical, and kindred
Lo T o R 1,314 6,517 0.66 2,683 1,303 0.62 +1,831 ~2,214
Engin er . 20 1,188 0.02 7 853 0.01 «13 +335
Lawyers and judiges....eo... . 13 259 0.05 7 210 0.04 +6 +49
Life and physical scientists....... 27 176 0.15 13 1143 0.09 +14 +33
Physicians, dentists. and ather
related practitionerS.e.e..... . 46 193 0.09 27 135 0.06 +19 +58
Health workers, ex. practitioners.. 1,073 132 8.13 729 67 10.88 +3:44 +65
Teachers, college and university... 138 348 0.10 16 147 0.31 +92 +201
Teachers. except college and
URLVETSLILY . oo et 1,929 R17 2,36 1,293 AR7 2.66 ~636 330
Engincering and science
technicians. ..., i iiieeieneenann, B8 716 0,12 54 543 0.10 +34 +173
vanagers iand administ rators, c¢X. farm, 1,014 5,126 0.20 829 1,797 0,17 +185 329
Bank officers and financial
MANAKET S ettt ireeersnnsannnana, 55 225 0,22 2 22 6.09 +H3 +233
Sales managers and dept. heads,
retall trade. ..o oiieeieiieeennn, 49 157 0.31 26 RG 0.30 +23 +71
Manapgers and administrators,
n.e.co e, . 189 3,216 0.15 533 3,578 0.11 ERE -162
sataried.., ., . 345 2 .14 s11 2.137 0.15 34 +320
Self-enployed.. . vieeeeseenannanns 113 0,19 223 1,541 0,14 -80 -782
Sales WOTKUTS . ouu. i iieeanennnnean, 2,000 3,268 0.61 1,652 2, 986 0.55 ~318 +282
Real estate agents and brokers...,. 81 179 0,47 16 147 0.31 +-38 +32
sales workers and sales clerks,
retall trade... . . i ieeeeenenanen 1,592 1,213 1.27 1,378 1,176 1.17 +164 +37
Clerteal and kindred workers.o.oe.oo.o.. 9,582 3,452 2.78 5,204 2,922 2,12 +3,378 530
BOOKKEEPLTS .o v iy, vunnnns . cen 1,259 277 4.55 774 154 5.03 +185 +«123
Maill carriers, past officC...eee.. ., 20 233 09 B 189 0.02 +16 aae
Secretaries, stenographers and
LYPLStS.ce oot ittt nssnncnnns 3,684 130 28,34 2,179 K0 27.23 +1,505 +50
Stock clerks and starekecpers...... 103 351 0,29 56 310 0,18 -7 +11
Telephone OPerators...ceeeeeesssees, 385 23 i 16,74 342 15 22.80 43 +8
Craft and kindred workerS.eoeeeeeees. ! 195 9,502 ! G.05 277 8,668 0.03 +218 +834
Blue collar worker supervisors, i
T T 128 1,463 ! 0,09 78 1,081 0.07 +50 +379
ronstruction craft workers... . e ! 45 2,498 0,02 17 2,322 0.01 -+28 +176
tecorators and window dresscers..... 40 30 1.33; 24 27 0.89 +16 +3
Mechanle$ dnd repatrers.cececesee., 49 2,399 0,02 18 2,118 0.01 +31 +281
Operatives. exXcept transport......... 3.720 6,006 0,61 3,135 5,687 0,55 +5685 +109
Assemblers...ooo oLt . 455 190 0.93 289 416 0.69 +166 +74
Precision machine operatives.... 37 1374 0.10 19 247 0.08 +18 +127
Sewers and stitchers....eeeeees. 814 55 11.80 719 16 15.63 +95 +9
Transport equipment aperatives....... 122 2,644 0.05 38 2,188 0.02 +84 +156
Bus drPlVErS... i iiieeerensncensns 66 170 0.39 18 163 0.11 ~i8 +7
Laborers, CXCEPt FAPmD....oeveoecccons 269 2,945 0.09 173 3,149 0.05 496 —20:
Freight, stock, and materiai
RanNdleTrS e eeeseeieiireeeosssossonsa, 115 1,010 0,14 87 712 0.12 58 +~298
Farmers and farm managerS.......o.... 62 1,281 0.05 118 2,389 0.05 ~56 ~1,108
Farm laborers iand supervisorsS........ 41 783 0.18 2418 1,239 0.20 ~107 -456
Farm laborers, wage workers........ 99 681 0.15 123 1,053 0.12 -24 -372
Farm laborers, unpaid family wkrs., a9 68 0.57 125 156 0.80 -86 -88
Service WOTKCTS. oo L iiveeennnanena, 1,124 3,610 1.22 2,963 2,791 1.06 +1,161 8419
Bartenders. ..o iiiiiiiiennnnnnnn, 39 150 0,26 19 153 0.12 +20 -3
Health service warkers. . 1.045 140 7.46 587 120 4.89 +158 +20
Personitl service warkers... . 776 393 1.97 181 124 1.13 +295 -31
Protective service waorkers......... 58 895 0.06 26 674 0.04 +32 +221
Private houschold workerSeeceeceoeo.. 1,062 a7 28.43 1,657 61 27.16 ~605 -24

'Tneludes employed persons with occupation not reported.

Not elsewhere classified.

Note: Bec.iise gome occupationhs are not included in this table, subgroups may not add to total for major accupational

categories.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census., 1970 Census of Population, Vol, [, Part 1(D),
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Table 8-2. Years of School Completed By Employed Persons 25 to 64 Years Old by Major Occupation

Group and Sex: March 1974

Years of school completed

F’Wr—’h—
y Elementary, High school, High school College College
Major occupation 8 years or less 1 to 3 years 4 years ! 1 to 3 }‘c;;rs 4 years oi ;1|ore
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
Total employed..........thousands.. 6,280 2,630 5,823 3,640] 14,368 10,908 5,531 3,187 7,778 3,549
Y NN 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Professtonal, technical, and
kindred workers. . ... ceeeecroce, 0.9 1.0 1.9 1.6 6.3 7.0 171 22,5 54.1 71.4
Managers and admintstrators,
eXCOePt [8rM.c . oo v.ivoeracosorron 2.9 8.8 5.2 15.5 6.3 29,2 7.7 26.3 G.8
Sales workers..........0.e 3.7 R I U 5.9 7.8 10.6 5.0 8.3 3.0
Clertcal and kindred workers....... 6.5 1.6 19.0 8.3 45.4 10.0 16.8 3.1 13.5
Craft and kindred workers..oceeeon. 2.7 31.8 3.0 29,4 1.9 18.7 1.2 3.9 0.5
Operatives, tncluding transport.... 35.1 28.7 27.9 19.3 11.5 8.9 Q4.4 . 1.3
Laborers, except farm.... .. 1.4 8.3 1.5 4.2 0.7 2.2 0.7 0.1 -
Farm worKers.ee.oouereans 4.0 4.2 1.3 3.8 1.3 1.9 0.7 1.2 0.4
Service workers.......... .. 42.9 8.5 33.0 7.3 18.1 6.4 11.0 1.6 3.1

~ Represents zero.

Source:  U.S.
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Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Current Population RepPorts, series P-20, No, 274.
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Table 8-3. Industry of Employed Persons 14 Years Old and Over by Sex:

.Numbers 1n thousands

1950, 1960, and 1970

37

1970 1960 1950
Industry Women, women. women.
Womn Men men Women Men men Women Men men
ratio ratio ratio
Total emplovedd .. . i . veaaraene. | 29,170 48,139 0.61 21,172 43,167 0.49 15,773 40,662 0.39
I
Agricul ture, roruestry, and fisheries { 289 | 2,411 0.12 418 3,932 0.11 593 6,441 0.09
MINANG . 0eeasecetectetonsnosacanansnsens | a8 556 0.09 32 622 0.05 23 908 0.03
CONSLIUCLION.. costaoncsotesaraaaansnese 253 : 3,966 0.06 154 3,662 0,04 99 3,359 0.03
j i
Manufacturing.... : 5,321 ' 13,568 0.39 1,101 13,112 ! 0.34 3,618 11,026 0.33
Durable oods.. 2,349 . 8,775 0,27 1,728 | 8,105 ! .21 1 1,218 6,515 0.19
Metal industrie | 333 4 2,065 0.16 267 | 1,986 0.13 | 216 1,783 0,12
Machinery, CNCUPt electricil.eeeees ; 331 ; 1,662 .2 214 1,354 | 0.16 | 168 1,085 0.15
Elect. mach., cquip. and supplics.. 728 1,179 0.62 509 981 ! 0.52 ¢ 290 572 0.51
Transportation CqUIPMENt ..assees i 285 1,855 0.15 221 1,598 : 0.14 1 155 1,189 0.13
Nondurable KoOds. . 2,963 1,793 : 0.52 2,673 5,008 | 0.53 | 2,394 1,429 0.5
Food and kindred workers ! 363 1,031 0.35 430 ! 1,393 ¢ 0.31 4 327 1,172 0.28

Textile mill products,.... f 446 1 521 ! 0.86 18 536 0.78 3 527 702 0.75
Apparel and other fabricated textile | : ! ! !

PrOQUCES cseescotanasnanaanssoonaas | 947 27 3.46 | 466 ! 294 2,95 | 757 310 2,44
Cremical and allicd productSecesees 222 . 766 | 0.29 | 165 : 699 0.2 ’ 126 512 0.25
Not speeifled manufacturing i : | ! . |

INAUSETICS vt vtiianiannsarosenes | 14 89 0.49 | 21 | 39 0.5} 35 K2 0.4

Transportation, communications, : : ! ‘ '
and other public utilities,ssseoereees @ 1,056 3,850 0,27 | 771 | 3,687 V.21 } 699 3,751 0.19
Transportation ‘ 105 2,428 0.17 § 236 | 2,518 ! 0.09 | 195 2,759 0.07
Communlcation.esaceesas 521 ! 55:4 0,94 | 425 395 1.08 ¢ 408 303 1.35
Utilities and sanitary servicuse ) 129 ¢ 868 ¢ 0.15 ¢ 110 | 775 | O.14 96 690 0.14
Wholesale and retnil trade.cecesesescss | 5,928 8,685 ) 4,395 7,395 | 0.59 | 3,562 6,951 0.51
Wholesale tradCesseensaa.. ' 694 2,295 | 451 1,762 0.26 380 1,584 0.21
Retaal trade.. 5,234 6,390 | 3,944 | 5,636 | 0.70 3,181 5,371 0.59
General merchandise stores 1,436 663 ! 1,085 | 507 ! 2.14 647 384 1.68
Food SLOTCSaacececas 794 206 | 367 ! 1,123 0.50 182 1,184 0.41
Eating and drinking pl‘u_cs......... 1,393 . 983 1 1.42 : 1,060 742 1.43 867 824 1.05
Finance, insuranCe, and real estate io1,811 1,838 | 0.99 ! 1,230 1,165 ! 0.8 782 1,138 0.69
fanking and credit agenCics.esss . 795 500 1.59 497 371 ! 1.34 260 271 Q.96
Insurancee... ' 611" 689 ¢ 0,93 ; 187 590 i 0.83 335 427 0.78
HLul CStAlCassscescseaasaacasacosssee ’ 283 : a7 0.60 | 199 400 j 0.50 161 376 .13
BUs (11055 SCFVICCSeceaesaisansassaconsas | 520 780 | 0.67 282 476 0.59 118 241 0.19
RePAAT SCIVICCSeeeantaeanananncs : 107 | 816 | 0,13 i 57 792 0.07 4 906 0.05
Personul services.. . ! 2,31 : 153 2.46 | 2,777 1,085 2.56 2,301 1,164 1.98
Private houscholds . ! 1,082 | 122 | 8.87 | 1,729 188 9.20 1,395 206 6.77
Hotels and MOtElS.uassaancasss ! 323 ¢ 247 | 1,31 ; 258 245 1.05 256 271 0.95
Laundering, cleaning, and other : i :
garment services.. ceeeccess | 326 212 5 1.54 355 266 ’ 1.33 371 324 1.15
Beauty and barber shops......eeseeees 410 209 | 2,11 282 214 | 1.32 183 201 0.91
‘ | '
Entertainment and recreation services.. 209 381 0.55 157 316 0.45 127 367 0.35
Professional and related services. i 8,048 4,732 1.70 4,629 3,066 1.51 2,789 2,040 1.37
Health ServiCCYecaeiesasesanaass 3,174 1,085 2.93 1,822 790 2.31 1,079 592 1.82
HospitdlSecescsncecasaccanae 2,077 619 3.36 1,247 421 2.96 708 281 2.52
Health, except hospitals.... 1,098 167 2.35 575 369 1.56 371 311 1.19
Educat tonal Services... . 3,843 2,298 1,67 2,136 1,242 1.72 1,328 751 1,77
Welfare SOrvVICeSiseaiaesaacacacssnace 236 109 2,17 104 58 1.79 159 243 0.65
Publlc adminiStratitNe.. ... oceessccass 1,229 2,827 0.43 816 2,240 0.38 658 1,856 0.35
Postal scrvices.. 144 576 0.25 68 483 0.14 53 403 0.13
Federal public adminigtration..e..e«.. 546 9483 0.36 444 813 0.55 345 683 0.51
State public administration....esee.. 202 336 0.60 126 235 0.54 101 166 0.61
Local public 0UMINIStration.seeecscss 336 932 0,36 208 709 0.29 160 605 0.26

! [ncludes persons with industry not reported,

Note: Because some industrics are not included in this table, subgroups do not always

Source:

18, Changes Between 1950 and 1960 Occupation and industry Clagsiflcations.
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add to major industrial divisions.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Population, Vol. I, Part 1(D)sand Technical Paper
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Table 8-4. Occupation of Husband by Occupation of Wife for Married Couples: 1970

Wives Occupation of employed wives
Total employed White~collar workers
Employment and sccupation Total
of husband (thou=~ Percent Percent Blue Farm Service
sands) not Nunmber Sales collar . g
employed emplayed {thou= Percent Total and workers workers | workers
sands) managerial clerical
Totul married couple .. 44,538 62.4 KYA 16,764 100.0 62.3 20.1 42,2 18.6 0.9 18.2
Husband not employed. . . 4,089 76,4 23.6 1,910 100.0 5.3 19.5 34,7 20.0 0.8 25.0
Husband employed.. ... ... .. ... 36,449 40.8 14,854 100.0 d. 20,2 q3.1 18,5 0.8 17,3
Professional, technical,

kindred warkers....... FIIPE o 5,177 50,4 39.6 2,167 100.0 86.6 13.7 43.0 5.4 0.1 7.7
Managers and administrators, : ’

EXCePt farm. ... oovnnn.. 4,705 60,4 1,867 100.0 B1.7 51, 8.1 0.2 10.0
Sales workers....... e Ceaee 2,570 57.3 1,0u7 100.0 81.7 58.1 8.4 0.1 9.8
Clertcal and kindred workers..... .. 191 52,4 1,187 100.0 .1 52.0 14.7 0.2 13.7
Craft and kindred workers.......... 8,122 60,3 3,315 100.0 57.3 44.0 23.5 0.4 18.8
Operatives, eXc. transport......... 4,772 58.3 1,991 . 100.0 4.1 34.6 34.5 0.5 20,9
Transport equipnent operatives..... 2,211 58,3 922 100,0 49,2 38.9 26.0 0.5 24.2
Laborers, cxcept farm. ... . 1,814 60.3 719 100.0 10,1 a1.0 24,1 0.8 a1.1
Farmers and farm managers.... . 1,143 72.4 a15 100.0 49,5 27.3 16.3 18,3 15.7
Farm laborers and farm supervisors. 431 67.8 139 100.0 28.2 19.5 21,2 17.4 43.2
Service workers, {ncluding private

houschold, . ..o v iiiiiieianny. 2,110 5101 15.9 1,107 100.0 a8,1 3.2 34.9 18,9 0.3 32.6

Source: LU.5
Charactertstics,”

Department of Commerce, Dureau of the Census, 1970 Decennial Census

of Population, Vol. II,
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Chapter 9.
WORK EXPERIENCE

Further evidence of women’s increasing attachment
to the labor force is seen in the data on annual work
experience. About 43 million women, over half of the
women 16 years old and over, worked at some time
during 1974. This represented an 84 percent increase
over the number of women with work experience in
1950. The number of women working 50 to 52 weeks at
full-time jobs grew even more dramatically during the
period; .in 1950 there were only about 29 women for
every 100 men working year round full time, but in
1974 this'ratio had risen to 47 women per 100 men.

As was true for labor force participation rates, the
largest increases in annual work experience occurred
between 1950 and 1960 for older women (45 to 64
years old) and since 1960 for the younger age groups
(20 to 34 years old). Also, the relative increase in the
proportion with work experience during the year has
been stronger for married women with husband present
than for never-married women. For other women, the
percent with annual work experience actually declined
slightlv between 1950 and 1974, probably because of an
increasing number of elderly widowed women within
this group.

Although the number of women with work experi-
ence has increased, the median number of years that
employed women have worked in their current jobs has
not shown a consistent pattern of change (table 9-4).
There was evidence of an increase in the median years
on ‘the job between 1951 (2.2 vyears) and 1963 (3.0
years), but there was no increase between 1963 and
1973. This may be partially explained by the influx of
women workers in recent years since new labor force
entrants obviously deflate the figures on median years
on the job. Only for the oldest age group, 55 to 64 years

48

old, has there been a steady increase in the median num-
ber of vears in the current job. Also, it is noteworthy
that for persons 45 to 54 years old, the period during a
career when earnings normatly reach a peak, the median
years on current job for women has consistently been
only about half that for men.

Variations in the lifetime work experience of women
according to educational attainment can be seen from
data based on the 1967 Longitudinal Survey of Work
Experience! One of the studies resuiting from this sur-
vey shows that about 21 percent of women 30 to 44
years old with at least 1 year of coliege had worked for
6 months or more in every year since leaving school.?
The comparable proportion for women with less than 4
years of high school was only 8 percent. Further, 30-to-
44.year-old women college graduates had worked, on
the average, for two-thirds of the years since completing
school, but women high school graduates of the same
age worked for only about half the years since complet-
ing their education.

11967 National Longitudinal Survey of Work Experience is
conducted by the Bureau of the Census, under contract with the
Employment and Training Administration {then Manpower Ad-
ministration), U.S. Department of Labor. Dr. Herbert Parnes of
the Ohio State University is the director of the National Longi-
tudinal Surveys. There are four separate survey panels: men 14 to
24 years old and 45 1o 54 years old {both begun in 1966}, women
3044 years old {begun in 1967) and women 14-24 vyears old
{begun in 1968).

2L arry E. Suter and Herman P. Miller, “Income Differences
Between Men and Career Women,” The American Journal of
Sociology, Vol. 78, No. 4, January 1973.
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Table 9-1. Annual Work Experience by Sex: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands.

and 1970, 14 years and over in 1950 and 1960)

Civilian noninstitutional population 16 years and over in 1974

. \ . Percent change,
work experience and sex 1974 1970 1960 1950 1950 to 1974
NUMBER WORKED DURING YEAR
WOMEM. .« ettt e eanrseenrosannnscons 412,841 38,704 30,585 23,350 +83.5
o 58,908 54,919 50,033 45,526 +29.4
Ratio: women/men........coeciceenennns 0.73 0.70 0.61 0.51 (x)
Percent Worked During Year'
WOMEBM . ettt e neeeeioonosionsnononnnnnsans 53.9 52.5 46.9 41.1 +31.1
T 83.0 84.1 84.5 86.8 -4.4
Ratio: women/men®......coiveeneennnann 0.65 0.62 0.56 0.47 (x)
NUMBER WORKED 50 TO 52 WEEKS
AT FULL-TIME J0OBS
WOMEM . s e ot st et conooscsonaoesoonrsonnnass 18,311 15,738 11,299 8,692 +113.1
MBI e e e et e e et e e 39,211 36,295 31,966 29,783 +31.7
Ratio: women/men .....oeeeececerencans 0.47 0.43 0.35 0.29 (X)
Percent Of Workers who Worked 50 To
52 weeks At Full-Time Jobs?
WOMOD . e oot onusoeonaconnocessosssnonnns 42.7 40.7 36.9 36.8 +16.0
o 66.6 66.1 63.9 65.4 +1.8
Ratio: women/men®.................o..n 0.64 0.62 0.58 0.56 (x)

X Not applicable.
'Percents based on all persons.
*Ratios of percents.

Ipercents based aon persons who worked during the year.

Source: U.s. hepartment of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census,

Current Population Reports,

Series P-50,

No. 35, and

unpublished data and U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, fpecial Labor Force Reports, Nos. 141 and 19.
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Table 9-2. Percent Worked During the Year by Age and Sex: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population.

Age as of March of the following year)

Sex and age

Percent worked during year

Percent change,
1950 to 1974

1974 1970 1960 1950
16 TO 19 YEARS'
60.6 57.9 44.8 42. +41.6
72.3 70.8 59.4 61.7 +17.2
0.84 0.82 0.75 0.69 x)
75.3 73.0 62.1 58.7 +28.3
91.4 88.9 92.9 92.7 -1.4
women/men®. . 0.82 0.82 0.67 0.63 (X)
25 TO 34 YEARS
63.2 56.5 47.4 43.7 +44.6
96.7 97.0 98.1 97.5 -0.8
women/men” 0.65 0.58 0.48 0.45 x)
35 TO 44 YEARS
61.3 58.5 53.7 47.2 +29.9
96.5 97.5 97.9 97.9 -1.4
0.64 0.60 0.55 0.48 x)
60.4 60.4 58.0 44.9 +34.5
93.3 95.6 96.6 96.6 ~3.4
0.65 0.63 0.60 0.46 x)
48.7 51.2 a5.7 32.3 +50.8
83.3 87.8 89.6 89.6 -7.0
Ratio: women/men®.........eo0uvnn 0.58 0.58 0.51 0.36 X)
65 YEARS AND OVER
WOMEN. s ov s oreeouionacnncasssaanonns 12.8 14.6 15.8 11.8 +8.5
3 o 31.3 35.8 43.1 49.3 -36.5
Ratio: women/men®............ 0.41 0.41 0.37 0.24 (xX)
X Not applicable. .
'14 to 19 years for 1960 and 1950.
‘Ratios of percents.
Source: Samc as table 9-1.
50
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Table 9-3. Annual Work Experience by Marital Status and Sex: 1955, 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population 16 years and over in 1974 and 1970, 14 years and over in 1960 and 1955)

Work experience, marital Percent change,
B 1960
status, and.sex 1974 1970 1955 1955 to 1974
SINGLE
Percent Worked During Year
WOMEN. .ottt tecnanssssererssosssonsnns 68.2 66.7 57.7 62.2 +9.6
MeN. cieveinnnennns [ T 78.7 76.0 70.3 75.1 +41.8
Ratio: women/men®..... et i i 0.87 0.88 0.82 0.83 (X)
MARRIED, SPOUSE PRESENT
Percent Worked During Year
WOMCN. e tveeneoonninnnns 52.4 50.6 13.4 41.4 +26.6
MERe e i et ennennenn 86.4 88.8 91.3 92.7 -6.8
Ratio: women/ment.. 0.61 0.57 0.48 0.45 (x)
OTHER MARITAL STATUS
Percent Worked During Year
women 15.7 45.7 47.8 49.3 -7.3
Men......... 66.8 65.0 66.4 68.0 -1.8
Ratio 0.68 0.70 0.72 0.73 (X)

X Not applicable.
'Ratios of percents.

Source: Same as table 9-1.
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Table 9-4. Median Years in Current Job for the Employed by Sex and Selected Age Groups:
1951, 1963, and 1973

(civilian noninstitutional population)

Median years in current Job
Sex and age
1973 1963 1951
TOTAL EMPLOYED!

2.8 3.0 2.2

1.6 5.7 3.9

0.61 0.53 0.56

1.2 1. 1.4

1.2 1.0 1.2

1.00 i 1.10 1.17

. 2.2 2,0 1.8

MeR..eeenenn. eesceeecananans e .. 3.2 3.5 2.8
Ratio: women/men.... 0.7 0.57 0.64

35 to 441 years

Women 3.6 3.6 3.1
Men... 6.7 7.6 4.5
Ratlo: 0.51 0.47 0.69
5.9 .1 1.0

11.5 11.4 7.6

0.51 0.54 0.53

WOMER. evvvvnennnnsns [ P 8.8 7.8 4.5
L3053 esaeens [ O 14.5 14.7 9.3
Ratio: women/men....... e ieieeieeeaes 0.61 0.53 0.48

!persons 16 years old and over in 1973, persons 14 years old and over im 1963 and 1951.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Sceries P-50, No. 36 and U.S.
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Special Labor Force Reports, Nos. 172 and 36.
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Table 9-5. Lifetime Work Experience of Women 30 to 44 Years Old

{Numbers in thousands,

by Years of School Completed: 1967

Restricted to women with income in 1966)

Total Percent of adult life worked®
Years of school completed {thou- N

sands) Total 100 75 to 99 | 50 to 74 1 to 49 ever

worked
- Total women, 30 to d1...,.... 8,802 100.0 12.3 19.3 19.6 42.8 6.0
Less than 4 years high school...... 3,140 100.0 8.2 16.8 19.5 45.6 9.9
4 years high school.......ivvveesns 4,006 100.0 12.1 19.8 20.3 43.3 4.4
1 or more years college....... PR 1,656 100.0 20.8 22.6 18.1 36.0 2.5

iNumber of years since leaving school in which woman worked at least 6 months as a proportion of the total years

elapsed since leaving school.

Source: Larry E, Suter "Occupation, Employment and Lifetime Work Experience of Women" paper presented at the Aupust

1975 meeting of the American Soclological Association.

National Longitudinal Survey of Work Experience.

Data were collected by the Burcau of the Census in the 1967

Table 9-6. Average Proportion of Years Worked Since Leaving School for Women 30 to 44 Years Old
by Marital Status and Years of School Completed: 1967

Years of school completed

Total

Never
married

Ever married,
no children

Ever married,
with children

Total women, 30 to 44.,......
Less than 4 years high school...
4 years high school.......e....
1 to 3 years college...... .
4 or more years college............

90.3
89.3
87.1
91.9
95.0

79.0
68.9
81.3
88.0
88.2

46.6
43.5
47.5
6.7
56.3

Note: Number of years since leaving school in which woman worked at least 6 months as a proportion of the total

years elapsed since leaving school.

Source: Same as 9-5.
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| Chapter 10.
INCOME AND POVERTY STATUS

Income and Earnings of Persons. Although women
have made gains toward equality with men in education,
labor force participation, and in some occupational
fields, differences between the income of women and
men workers remain substantial. In 1974 the median
income of women vyear-round full-time workers was
about 57 percent of the median for comparable men.
The number of women income recipients working year
round fu!l time increased relative to men between 1960
and 1974, from a ratio of 32 women per 100 men in
1960 to 46 women per 100 men in 1974. However,
during this period the female/male income ratio for
year-round full-time workers did not improve.

Part of this differential between women and men is
attributable to differences in such factors as educational
attainment, occupational distribution, industry of em-
ployment, and work experience. In both 1970 and
1974, however, the median income of women college
graduates aged 25 and over who worked year round full
time was only about 60 percent of the comparable male
median income. In fact, women college graduates had
incomes that were, on the average, lower than men with
only a high school education. A study of male and
female earnings differentials, based on Current Popu-
lation Survey data and Social Security Administration
records, found that in 1972 the relative return in earn-
ings for completing 4 years of college was significantly
less for women than for men. However, as the level of
education increased to 5 or more years of college, the
difference in the “pay-off’ for education narrowed
considerably.'

There is some variation in female/male earnings ratios
for different major occupation groups, but for most
groups women year-round full-time workers earned only
about 55 to 60 percent as much as men in 1974. The
only occupation group with a relatively large number of
women workers and an earnings ratio above 0.60 was
professional, technical, and kindred workers. Of course,
some of the earnings difference between women and
men in the same occupation group results from varia-
tions in the specific occupations held (see chapter 8).
Data from a National Science Foundation study of
scientists and engineers indicate that women in scientific
and engineering fields have basic annual salary rates

! Joyce A. Stevens and Roger A, Herriot, “"Current Earnings
Differentials of Men and Women: Some Explanatory Regression
Analyses,” paper presented at the August 1975 meetings of the
American Statistical Association.

(excluding bonuses, commissions, etc.) ranging from
about 72 percent to about 88 percent of men’s salaries
(table 10-5). The fields of science or engineering do not
refer specifically to occupations but, instead, reflect
groupings defined on the basis of education, employ-
ment, and self-identification of field.

Differences between the earnings of women and men
working in the same industry group are affected by
differences in the occupational mix of women and men
within the industry, but the industry differentials are
noteworthy in their own right. Personal services, the
industry with the largest proportion of workers who
were women, had one of the lowest female/male earn-
ings ratios in 1974 (0.49); but professional and related
services, in which the majority of workers are women,
had a female/male earnings ratio of 0.60. Both in trans-
portation, communication, and other public utilities
and in business and repair services, industries with rela-
tively small numbers of women workers, women'’s
median earnings were approximately two-thirds as high
as men'’s.

The above comparisons have been restricted to per-
sons who worked at full-time jobs for the entire year
(50 to 52 weeks). However, over half of the women and
over one-fourth of the men with earnings in 1974
worked at part-time jobs or worked fewer:than 40
weeks at full-time jobs. The earnings for women work-
ing at part-time jobs were much closer to their male
counterparts (ratio of 0.90) than was true for year-round
full-time workers. Alse, womenworking at full-time jobs
for less than 40 weeks during the year had earnings
equal or nearly equal with those of comparable men.
Thus, the relative returns for working year round full
time do not seem to be as great for women as for men.
In a study of female/male earnings ratios based on the
1960 and 1970 Censuses of Population, it was estimated
that this earnings ratio, adjusted for age, education,
weeks worked, and hours worked, did not change from
1959 to 1969. In both years, women's actual earnings
were only slightly more than half as high as they would
have been if women’s returns for these factors (weeks
workfd, age, etc.) had equalled the returns realized by
men.

2 John McNeil and Douglas Sater, “‘Recent Changes in Female
to Male Earnings Ratios”, paper presented at the April 1975
meetings of the Population Association of America.
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A factor which is critical in assessing differences
between the earnings of women and men is the extent
of lifetime work experience. Data available from a longi-
tudinal study of women 30 to 44 vyears old in 19673
provide some insight into the effects of differences in
lifetime work experience (table 10-8). For example,
women year-round full-time workers who had worked at
least 6 months of every year since leaving school had a
median wage or salary income in 1967 about three-
fourths that of men. The median wage or salary income
for comparable women who had worked in only half of
the years since leaving school was only about half that
of men. The effect of varying amounts of * ork ex-
perience differed according to education. The wages of
women high schoo! graduates with continuous work
experience were more equivalent to those of male high
school graduates than were the wages of female college
graduates to those of male college graduates. Although
discontinuous work experience does explain some of the
differential between the wages earned by women and
men, studies have shown that adjusting for such dif-
ferences still leaves much to be explained. For example,
a study based on the 1967 longitudinal study of women
indicated that even after adjusting for differences in
occupational status, education, and lifetime work expe-
rience, the wages of women were estimated to be only
about 62 percent as high as those of men.* Also, re-
sults from a study basec! on Census Bureau and Social
Security Administration records corroborate the finding
that women do not receive the same returns from
continuous work experience as do men." Obviously,
some variables that were not covered in these studies
account for the residual differences between the income
levels of women and men.

Family income and poverty status. The contribution
of the wife's income to the total income of husband-
wife families has become somewhat more important in
recent years. In 1960, working wives contributed, on
the average, about 20 percent of their families’ total
income; in 1974 their earnings accounted for approxi-
mately 27 percent of the total family income (table
10-10). Also, in 1974 husband-wife families in which

31967 National Longitudinal Survey of Work Experience, con-
ducted by the Bureau of the Census, under contract with the Em-
ployment and Training Administration {then Manpower Admini-
stration), U.S. Department of Labor.

4 Larry E. Suter and Herman P. Miller, op. cit...

% Joyce A. Stevens and Roger A. Herriot, op. cit..

the wife was in the paid labor force had a median
income about 36 percent higher than husband-wife
families with nonworking wives (table 10-9). The wife's
contribution was relatively greater in young families
(with husband under 25 vyears old) than in older
fam’ :s. Furthermore, the percent of family income
accr nted for by the wife’s earnings was related to the
extent of her work experience during the year (table
10-10).

The median income of families headed by women is
much lower than that of husband-wife families or other
families headed by men (table 10-9). This is partially
because husband-wife families more often have a greater
number of persons contributing to the family’s total
income and partially because men in general have higher
incomes than women. In 1974 the median income of
families with female heads was substantially lower than
the median for husband-wife families in which the wife
was ot in the paid labor force and for male-headed
families with no wife present.

The number of families with female heads has grown
substantially over the past quarter-century for a variety
of reasons, as mentioned in previous chapters. At the
same time, the income of female-headed families has not
increased as greatly as the income of male-headed
families. In 1950 families with female heads had a
median income which equalled about 56 percent of the
median for male-headed families; in 1974 this had
dropped to about 47 percent. Although the percent of
all families with female heads below the poverty level
declined from about 42 percent in 1960 to about 33
percent in both 1970 and 1974, the number of female-
headed families in poverty increased between 1970 and
1974. For families with male heads, both the number and
percent below the poverty level declined between 1960
and 1970 as well as between 1970 and 1974. In 1960
there were about 31 female-headed families for every
100 male-headed families below the poverty level, while
in 1974 there were 85 female-headed families for every
100 male-headed families. Also, the growth in the
number of families with female heads below the poverty
level occurred exclusively among families with children
under 18 vyears old. Thus, the number of children in
female-headed families below the poverty level increased
by approximately one-third between 1960 and 1974,
and in 1974 the majority of children in poverty were in
families headed by women.
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Table 10-1. Median Income of Year-Round Full-Time Civilian W¢ kers 14 Years Oid and Over With
Income by Age and Sex: 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands.

Medians in current dollars.

Age as of March of the following year)

1974 1970 1960
Age and sex
Number Median Number Median Number? Median
income income income
WOMEN
Total with income.......... 18,017 56,957 15,518 95,410 10,337 ,296
167 3,875 335 3,783 311 2,450
2,701 5,819 2,224 4,928 1,223 3,155
1,411 7,604 2,899 5,923 1,795 3,549
3,110 7,418 3,081 5,531 2,553 3,404
3,943 7,359 3,865 5,588 2,581 3,296
2,716 7,044 2,690 5,468 1,541 3,275
365 6,085 423 4,881 283 2,838
MEN
Total with income.......... 38,915 312,152 36,146 39,181 32,165 35,435
11 to 19 YeaTS.eeevveevenaneannns 696 4,492 119 3,950 321 1,974
20 t0 24 YOATS...etienaannn 3,567 7,709 2,700 6,655 1,973 3,916
25 to 34 years...... 10,192 12,037 8,763 9,126 7,790 5,450
35 to 41 years....... 8,617 13,586 8,619 10,258 8,868 5,907
15 to 51 years..... 8,758 13,641 8,756 9,931 7,452 5,678
55 to 61 years........ 5,776 12,154 5,757 9,071 1,730 5,079
65 years and over 1,009 8,670 1,102 6,751 1,156 41,115
RATIO: WOMEN/MEN
Total with income.......... 0.6 0.57 0.43 0.59 ¢.32 0.61
11 to 19 0.67 0.86 0.80 0.96 0.97 1.24
20 to 24 0.76 0.76 0.82 0.741 0.62 0.81
25 to 34 0.42 0.63 0.33 0.65 0.23 0.65
35 to 14 0.0 0.55 0.36 0.54 0.29 0.58
15 to S5i 0.415 0.51 0.4 0.56 0.35 0.58
55 to 61 0.47 0.57 0.17 0.60 0.33 0. 64
65 years 0.36 0.70 0.38 0.72 0.24 0.69
full-time

37.

Numbers were derived by multiplying total number ol persons with ingume by the jcereent ol year-round
workers with income; tigures, therefore, are less exact than comparakle ones for 1974 and 1470.

Source:  (.S. Department of Commerce, Burcuu of the Census, Current Population Heports, Sesies P-60, Nos. 99, 80, and
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Table 10-2. Median Income of Year-Round Full-Time Civilian Workers 25 Years Old and Over With

income by Educational Attainment and Sex: 1970 and 1974

Age as of March of the following year)

(Medians in current dollars.

Median income Ratio: women/men
Educational attainment and gsex
1974 1970 1974 1970
WOMEN
Total, 25 years and over......... 57,370 35,616 0.58 0.59
Elementary: Less than 8 years,....... 5,022 3,798 0.63 0.63
8 years.......... e 5,606 4,181 0.57 0.55
High school: 1 to 3 years . 5,919 4,655 0.53 0.55
1 years..., 7,150 5,580 0.57 0.58
College: 1 to 3 years.... 8,072 6,604 0.59 0.59
4 years or more.......... 10,357 8,719 0.60 0.63
MEN
Total, 25 years and over......... 312,786 39,521 (x) (x)
Elementary: Less than 8 ycars 7,912 6,013 (x) (x)
8 years.......... 9,891 7,535 (x) (X)
High school: 1 t0o 3 years.........o... 11,225 8,514 (x) (x)
1 years...... 12,642 9,567 (X) (x)
Collcge: 1 to 3 years 13,718 11,183 (x) (x)
1 years or more.......... 17,188 13,871 {(x) oX)

X Not applicable.
Source: U.S. Department of Commercc, Bureau of the Census, Current Population:Reports, Serics P-60, Nos. 99 and 80.

Table 10-3. Median Earnings of Year-Round Full-Time Civilian Workers 14 Years Old and Over With

Earnings by Sex: 1960 {0 1974

(Medians in current dollars)

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Median earnings
Year .
Women Men Ratio:
women/men

36,772 311,835 0,57
6,335 11,186 0.57
5,903 10,202 0.58
5,593 9,399 0.60
5,323 8,966 0.59
1,977 8,155 0.59
1,157 7,664 0.58
4,134 7,171 0.58
3,946 6,856 0.58
3,828 6,348 0.60
3,669 6,203 0.59
3,525 5,980 0.59
3,412 5,754 0.59
3,315 5,595 0.59
3,257 5,368 0.61

Source:
85, 80, 75, 66, 60, 53, 51, 47, 43, 41, 39, and 37.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,

Current Population Reports, Serles P-60, Nos. 99, 93, 90,
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Table 10-4. Median Earnings of Year-Round Full-Time Civilian Workers 14 Years Old and Over With
Earnings by Occupation of Longest Job and Sex: 1973 and 1974

(Mcdians in current dollars)

1974 1973
Occupation of longest job Ratio: ) Ratio:
Women Men Women Men
women/men women/men
TCral With COINIRES aeesnneenneess 36,772 $11,835 0.57 46,335 $11,186 0.57
Professional, technical, and kindred
WOTKCTS. cueeennnnnn e 9,570 14,873 0.64 9,093 1,306 0.64
Manngers and administrators, except
farm.eo.... et et aeaaann eeetencenas 8,603 15,425 0.56 7,667 14,519 0.53
S210S WOTKEIS.eeereeeeeeneannn . 5,168 12,523 0.11 4,650 12,296 0.38
Clerical and kindred workers........... 6,827 11,514 0.59 6,469 10,627 0.61
Craft and kindred workers......... 6,492 12,028 0. 54 6,144 11,245 0.55
Operatives, including transport.. 5,766 10,176 0.57 5,358 9,503 0.56
Laborers, cxeept farm............. 5,891 8,145 0.72 4,956 8,158 0.61
Farmers and £2rm MaNGgEeIS..oeeeeeceeses (B) 5,459 (x) (B) 6,697 (X)
Farm laborers and farm supervisors..... (B) 5,097 (x) (B) 4,727 (x)
Service workers, except private
houschold 5,016 8,638 0.58 4,588 7,937 0.58
Private houschold workers.... 2,676 (B) (x) 2,069 (B) (x)

B Mcdian carnings nat shown when base is less than 75,000 persons.

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, Nos. 99 and 97.
Table 10-5. Median Annual Salary of Scientists and Engineers Employed Full Time
by Field and Sex: 1974
Median annual salary

Fleld . . Ratio:

women Men women/men
Computer sSpeCinliSts.ue eeeereeanasnsnn 216,300 £18,600 0.88
Enginecrs. ooeeeeeeennans . 15,600 19,500 0.80
Mathematical specinlists.. 15,600 20,000 0.78
Life sclentists..ooeee... 13,500 18,100 0.75
Physical sclentists......... . 15,000 20,000 0.75
Environmental scientists...e.oeeeeanans 14,400 20,100 0.72
Psycholaglsts..ioveieeenns 17,200 19,900 0.86
Social scicntists 16,100 20,900 0.77

Note:
and self-identitication.

sSource:

Engincers:

Median Annual Salaries, 1974,"

58

Nuational Scicnce Foundation, Science Resources Studies Highlights, "National Sample of Scicntlists and
(NSF 75-332).

The determination of the ficld of science or engineering was based on a combination of cducation, cmployment



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

50

Table 10-6. Median Earnings of Year-Round Full-Time Civilian Workers 14 Years Old and Over With
Earnings by Industry of Longest Job and Sex: 1974

(Medians in current dollars)

1974
Industry of longest job ] Ratio:
women Men
women/men
Total With earnings.....cceeeeeenne 76,772 311,835 0.57
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries..... 2,503 5,619 0.45
L (B) 13,014 X)
Construction 7,189 11,552 0.62
Manufacturing, total...... 6,550 12,202 0.54
Durable goods........... 6,988 12,335 0.57
Nondurable goods 5,981 11,945 0.50
Transportation, communication, nnd other
public utilities. ..o viiinennnnnnnenanss R,-131 12,773 0.66
Wholesale trade. . .v e eeeeneeennennnnnnans 7,043 12,286 0.57
Retail trade.....cceeiiiieeeennnnnnnnnnnns 5,361 9,919 0.54
Finance, insurance, nnd real estate...... 6,174 12,975 0.50
Business and repair services,............ 6,95 10,179 0.66
Personal services 3,984 8,068 0.49
Entertainment and recreition services.... 5,523 8,865 0.62
Professional and related services........ 7,727 12,801 0.60
Public adminisStration......eu.eeeeeeeenenen 8,104 13,030 0.63
B Median carnings not shown when base 1s less than 75,000 persons.
X Not applicnble,
Source: U.S, Department of Cor ‘we, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 101.

Table 10-7. Median Earnings of Civilians 14 Years Old and Over With Earnings by
Work Experience and Sex: 1974 '

(Numbers in thousands.

Medians in current dollars)

Worked nt full-time job Worked at part-time job
wecks worked and sex .
Sumber Median Number Median
carnings carnings
WOMEN
Total with earnings. 28,705 25,311 13,945 51,097
worked 50 to 52 wecks . 17,977 16,772 4,645 2,243
worked 310 to 19 WelKS. ve et iennnennn 2,669 4,680 1,485 2,149
worked 27 to 39 weeksS., .. ..ovireennnne 2,638 3,513 1,864 1,467
Worked 14 to 26 weekS. oo 2,699 2,041 2,600 817
worked 13 weeKS OF 108N..eeeeeeeaeann 2,722 647 3,242 330
MEN
Totnl with carningS...cveeeeses 51,392 510,288 8,361 f1,222
Worked 50 to 52 weeKS.. . vvveieeeinaan 38,898 11,835 2,942 2,203
Worked 40 to 49 weeks.. 4,110 8,214 832 2,240
Worked 27 to 39 weceks. 2,932 5,747 1,004 1,832
Worked 14 to 2G weeks. 2,671 3,133 1,572 979
Worked 13 weekS or 1e8S....vveeeenans 2,450 899 2,010 346
RAT10: WOMEN/MEN
Total with earnings......ceeen 0.56 0.52 1.67 0.9%0
Worked 50 to 52 weeks.... 0.46 0.57 1.58 1.02
Worked 40 to 49 weeks...... .. 0.60 0.57 1.78 0.96
worked 27 to 39 weeks.........0000nnn 0.90 0.61 1.86 0.80
worked 14 to 26 weeksS..vvevininennnns 1.01 0.65 1.69 0.83
Worked 13 weeks or less.......oovenn. 1.11 0.72 1.64 0.95

Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, Burenu of

the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 101.
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Table 10-8. Median Wage or Salary Income in 1966 for Persons 30 to 44 Years Old by Sex, Lifetime
) Work Experience of Women, and Years of School Completed: 1967

Women with work experience

Percent of adult 1ife worked!

Subject Men

Total
100 percent | 75 to 99 50 to 74 Less than
50 percent
Total with incomc.....thousands.. 15,781 8,337 1,059 1,636 1,632 4,010
MCUIUte e roreessscosocconcasovesssssnses 27,221 32,743 25,281 13,950 $3,132 1,583
HAtio: wWOMCI MCMseessesscsscocncosssos (X) 0.38 0.73 0.55 0.43 0.22
Year-round full=time WOrKCI'Seseeooosocs 37,529 34,363 J5,618 24,727 4,155 23,655
Ratlio: women’men (X) 0.58 0.75 0.63 0.35 0.49
Less than 4 years high school......... . 55,660 22,227 £3,132 22,915 $2,680 +1,533
Ratlo: WOMCN/MEN. .. .iveeenennencnonnnns (X) 0.39 0.55 0.52 0.47 0.27
4 years high schooi.. 47,362 22,982 &5,511 43,962 £3,231 $1,726
Ratio: women/men......ccceeeeeeeccccans (X) 0.41 0.75 0.54 0.4 0.23
1 to 3 years €ollefe..eeeeunrnnnenconns 4,310 23,135 45,608 54,128 83,421 21,467
Rat1o: #»omen/men......cceeeeeccccecsass (X) 0.38 0.67 0.50 0.41 0.18
4 or more years college 10,726 25,450 16,862 +6,085 #5,240 32,399
HAtin: wOomen/MeN.....c.eeeeeocecccccass (X) 0.51 0.64 0.57 0.49 0.22

X Not applicable.

INumber of years since lceavaing school in which person worked at lcast 6 months as a

elapscd since leaving school.

proportion of the total years

Source: Larry E. Suter and Herman P. Miller, "Income Differcnces Between Men and Carcer Women,™ The American

Journal of Sociology, Vol, 78, No. 4, January 1973,

National Longitudinal Survey »f Work Experience.

e

60

Data were collected by the Bureau of the Census in the 1967
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Table 10-9. Median Income of Families by Type of Family: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

Medians in current dollars,

Families as of March of the following year)

Type of tamily

19744

" 1970

1960

Families With Feaale Heads

NUMBETesseressnvnsssesssesssthousands,.
Median tamily 11COMCsIeseescnsosncssssse

Families With Male leads

NUMDEL e vvssssessnsessssseesthousands,,
Med1an family 1NCOMCeeesessssesrssssnss

Husband-¥Wifv Families

NUMDCTeeecvssssssensnssssseethousands.,
Median family iNCOMC.ssesssvocsossssess

Wife 1n Paid Labor Force

NUBDCT s ssssessssssassasssss.thousands,,
Median family InRCOMCesessssseosssersnse

Wwife Not in Paid Labor Force

NUMBCLesessssesssossnsssssssthousands,.
Median family iRcomCssesessssssserssnes

Other Families Waith Male Heads

Nunber, . thousands, .
Median family i0COMUeseessosoorssoossee

RATIOS OF MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME

Families with female heads/familices
with male heads.........

Wife in pald labor force’ wife not in
paid labor force......oiiiiniecnnnnnnn

7,242
36,413

48,470
$13,788

16,971
213,847

20,273
16,161

26,698
112,082

1,499
111,737

0.47

1.36

5,950
25,003

5,998
£10,480

14,739
10,516

17,568
£12,276

27,172
59,304

1,258
29,012

1,609
12,968

10, 826
35,857

39,621
15,873

12,007
16,900

27,617

o oo
25,520

1,202
14,860

4,040
1,922

35.782
23,435

34,556
33,146

(NA)
(NA)

(NA)
(NA)

1,226
13,115

0.56

(NA)

NA Not available,

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bireau of the Census, Current Population Reports, S

37, and 9,

tes P-60, Nog. 99, RO,

Table 10-10. Contribution of Wife's Earnings to Total Family Income For Husband-Wife Families by
Selected Characteristics: 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Median percent of family income accounted for by wife's carnings
Charactertstic
1974 1970 1960
Total wives with work
- LR g o113 o B o [ N 26.5 26,7 20.2
AGE OF BUSBAND
Under 25 yvears..,.. . 30,0 30,2 25,6
20 years and over. .. e iiiiieiiieenne 26,1 26,3 .8
WOXK EXPERIENCE OF WIFE
worked 50 to 52 weeks full timCesss.... 38.0 38,6 38,1
Worked 27 to 49 wecks 1ull timcesee.... 29.1 29,7 31.7
worked 1 to 26 weeks full time or
1 to 52 weeksS part LiMCeceeseocossseas 12,1 11.9 6.2

Note: Data for each year shown were collected in March of the following year,
familics in which the wife had pnid work experience; for 1960 the data include wives with unpaid work experience.

For 1974 and 1970, data include only

Source: U.S, Department of labor, Bureau of Laber Statistics, Special Labor Force Reports, Nos, 173, 130, and 13.

61




53

Table 10-11. Poverty Status of Families by Sex of Head and Presence of Family Members Under
18 Years Old: 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Numbers tn thousands. Famllles as of March of the followlng year)

Poverty status, sex of head, r f I - ‘hange
and presence of family 1074} | 1070 H 1960 1 Percent change,
members under 18 | ; 1960 ta 1974
e b e e e e e o s - P [ R S P ‘;,..,_._ [ T
FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEAD 5 ! i
! i
Total famllies.eeeeesesssosesaosssoasocnes 7,242 5.950‘ -LGII{
Below poverty level, .. . 2,451 1,934 ) 1,955 4
POrCOnt . eeeeeneneneseenns . 2.5 ! R q2
With related children under 18 years, . 1,922 ! 3,810, 2,620:
Below poverty level..o.o.oo... . 2,158 ¢ 1,665 . 1,176 ;
Pereente e . 43,8 43,7 56.3 !
No related children under 18 year . 2,320 2,140 1,901
Buelow paverty level.o.o.o.oooooaae, . 103 26R 479
L 8.3 12,5 21,1
i
FAMILIES #1TH MALE HEAD . : !
. :
Total familics.ceeeiieesescierssssensnnes . 45,908 . 10,830 . +18.7
Bulow poverty level.ioiieeeeoeeen .o ! 3,280 6,288 -56.2
PErCI Nt ittt eeeenoeeneasnannnes oo 7.1 15.1 ~63.0
With related children under 18 ee 26,193 21,183 | +7.9
Below poverty lovel .. , 1,797 3,852 =55 .1
Percente.eieeeereecanoanns . . 6.9 15.7 ~58.6
No related children under 1R yeilrs .. 19,806 ! 16,347 | +35.2
Below poverty level........ . ee 1,484 2,436 «37.3
L 1 RN 7.5 11.9 -G8.,5
1 1
HATIO OF FAMILIES WITH FEMALE HEAD !
TO FAMILIES WITH MALE HEAD | :
Total famllicS..eeeeieeieeeenenesnnnnnnne | 0.15 0.13 0.11 -(X)
Belaw poverty 10veleeeeeeeesseoeansonen | 0.85 0.59 0.31 ! x)
POrCENt..iveeeesesssssesnssnnns 5.70 1.58 2,75 (x)
With related children under 1R year .. 0.19 0.15 X)
Below poverty level . . .o 1.26 0.93 (X)
POrCeNt.eeeeeenecennnnns . .. 6.74 .33 (X)
No related children under 18 years.. e 2 0.11 | 0.11 (x)
Bulow poverty level...... ee 0.19 0,18 | (X)
POTCONt . evnnrannnnns i 1.77 | 1.67 x)

X Not applicable.

Ipata not strictly comparable with carlier years because based on 1970 census population controls.
Source: LU.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau ot the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P=G0, Nos. 99, 81 and 68 and
unpublished data.
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Table 10-12. Family Status of Persons Below the Poverty Level by Sex: 1960, 1970, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands.

Persons as of March of following year)

Number below poverty level

Percent change,

Family status
1974} 1970 1960 1960 to 1974
Persons in families with female
headeeeeoessocsenceescncsnsnasns 8,563 7,620 7,247 +18.2

HEAC. e eennvonocoancncsascosnnns caee 2,351 1,934 1,955 +20.3

Related children under 18..c.ceeeceenes 5,387 4,828 4,095 +31.6

Other family MEMbOrS.s.esescastcnccceass 825 858 1,197 -31.1

Femnle unrelated individuals, 14 years

QN0 OVEL . esetnoessesscesnnncssonsencne 3,212 3,592 3,416 -6.0
Persons in families with male
head....... seceeecssencsoncarnos 10,877 12,879 27,678 -60.7

Head. . soseeseececssencnces . 2,757 3,280 6,288 -56.2

Related children under 18. . 4,809 5,665 13,193 -63.5

Other family membersS. e eieceoccencess 3,310 3,934 8,197 -59.6

Male unrelated individuals, 14 years

ANM OVCIP:. e iesnoenesssransssseessncsss 1,607 1,431 1,510 +6.4
Women/Men ratios of number
below poverty level?

Persons in fumilicS.eeceessscsnosonenne 0.79 0.59 0.26 (X)
Head..... eesteseccccssncesentnserrons 0.85 0.59 0.31 (x)
Related children under 18. 1.12 0.85 0.31 (x)
other family members...... 0.25 0.22 0.15 (X)

Unrelated individuals, 14 years and

OVEL.evsvsosnesnncenns cececrcnaneeaans 2.00 2.51 2.26 (xX)

!Data not strictly comparable with carlier years because based on 1270 census population controls.

?Ratios of persons in families with female hend to persons in families with male head and female unrelated

individuals to male unreliated individuals.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, Nos. 99 and 81.

’
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Chapter 11.
VOTING AND PUBLIC OFFICE HOLDING

In general, a smaller proportion of women than men
register and vote in both Congressional and Presidential
elections. This difference is especially true for the oldest
age groups (table 11-1 and 11-2). However, since women
outnumber men at the voting ages, slightly more votes
are usually cast by women than by men.

The number of women candidates for public office

-and the number who were elected has increased. Overall,

the number of women candidates for Federal public

office grew from 34 to 47 between 1972 and 1974; for

State government candidates the increase was from 870 .
to 1,177. The number of women elected to State legis-

lative offices showed a net increase of 155, or 35 per-

cent, between 1972 and 1974, when 596 women were

elected (table 11-3).

N

Table 11-1. Reported Voter Registration by Age and Sex For Congressional and
Presidential Elections: Selected Years, 1966 to 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Presidential election Congressional etection
Sex and age Reported Reported Change Reported Reported Change
registered registered 1968-72 registered registered 1966~74
1972 1968 reglstered 1974 1966 registered
Female.oevveeieecneennees 71.6 72.8 -1.2 61.7 68.6 -6.9
18 £0 20 YOATS..eueeeereneernenns 58.3 ) (x) 36.4 ) (x)
21 to 24 years St et eeecaannn 60.3 56.3 4.0 44.4 44.1 0.3
25 to 29 YOATS.eeiuieeieennnnnnnnn 66.2 ” 52.7
30 to 34 years............unn . 70.8 } 58.2 0.1 59.5 61.5 5.7
35 to 44 YOATS ..ot eesrssonnans 75.1 75.7 -0.6 67.2 72.6 -5.4
45 to 54 years....... Seeeiaraaans 78.9 79.9 -1.0 72.1 77.4 -5.3
55 £0o 64 YOArS..eeeseeeennnnnsss . 79.4 79.6 -0.2 73.4 76.7 -3.3
65 to 74 years....eceeeeeenns . 75.1 76.0 -0.9 69.8 73.1 -3.3
75 years and over.....cceeeeecnns . 64.9 63.4 1.5 60.5 62.3 -1.8
Male....... berteesen s .o 73.1 76.0 -2.9 62.8 72.2 9.4
18 to 20 YOATS.eeeeeoocasesss .. 57.9 (x) (x) 36.4 (x) (x)
21 to 24 YyEeATS.eeeeeeeeeeccanns .o 58.6 56.6 2.0 46.2 45.1 1.1
25 to 29 yeArs...ceeetieerttnannnn 66.0 19.9
30 to 34 years... cesececeeants 71.(‘.} 68.6 0.1 57.7 } 61.4 7.9
35 to 44 years....... . PR 741 77.4 -3.0 66.1 7.2 -8.1
45 to 54 years..... .o PR 79.9 81.8 -1.9 72.9 80.3 7.4
55 to 64 years.e..ooee... R 81.1 83.3 -2.2 77.0 81.7 -4.7
65 to 74 years....... R I RPN 82.49 83.9 -1.0 77.1 82.2 =-5.1
75 years and OVera.eeeeeeeeeencns 80.0 77.6 2.4 73.1 75.3 -2.2
X Not applicéhlc.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 275, 253,
192, and 174.
55
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Table 11-2. Reported Voter Participation by Age and Sex For Congressional and
Presidential Elections: Selected Years,” 1964 to 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Presidenti{al election
Sex and age Reported Reported Change
voted voted 1964-72
1972 1964 Votedr
e T
WOMmeN. ,eeeennns §2.0 67.0 -5.0
18 to 20 ycars....... 48.8 (xX) (X)
21 to 24 years......... 51.7 51.0 0.7
25 to 20 ss.o} . ‘s
30 to 34 1.7 6.2 4.5
35 to 44 ) 66.7 71.5 -4.8 |
45 to 54 years....... 69.9 74.1 -4.2 |
55 to 64 years....... 69.2 72.7 -3.5
65 to 71 years....... . ! 64.3 66.4 -2,
75 Years and OVeF...eeeeeoseceons ! 49.1 49.4 -0.3
i )
1 "
Men..ooeee.. ¢ 64.1 71.9 -7.8
18 to 20 years i 47.7 (x) (x)
21 to 24 years. ; 19.7 51.7 -2.0
25 to 29 years i 57.6 } 65.2 5.5
30 to 34 years i 62.1
35 to 44 years.. i 65.9 74.2 -R.3
15 to 54 years 72.0 78.3 -6.3
55 to 64 years. 72.4 78.7 6.3
65 to 74 ycars. 73.2 77.1 «4.2
7 < 1 L) 65.9 66.4 -0.5
5 years and over i i 5
X Not applicable.

Source:
174, and 143,

Congressional c¢lection

Rleported { Reported Change

voted voted 1966-74

1974 1966 voted
43.4 53.0 -9.6
20,2 (x) (x)
25.6 30,9 -5.3

34.6
0.8 } 45.6 -g.2
48.9 SR -9.4
. 5.5 62.7 -8.2
55.5 61.6 -6.1
51,1 55,2 -4.1
38.4 10.1 -1.7
:

46.2 | 58.2 | -12.0
21.4 | x) x)
27.2 ! 32.6 -5.4
‘if)g } 46.3 -9.8
19,2 61.3 -12.1
57.3 | 5. 9 -8.6
61.3 | 68.3 -7.0
61.8 ! 68.2 -6.4
52,41 l 56.3 -3.9

U.S. bepartment of Commerce, Hurcaut of the Census, Curpent Population Reports, Series P-20,

Tabie 11-3. Number of Women Candidates For Public Office and Women Elected Officials:
1972 and 1974

Public office 1974
WOMEN CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE!

Federal Government, 47

U.S. Senate.ceeeieieeteensoenns 3
U.5. House of HRepresentatives 44
State Government, total.....oeeeeenes 1,177
GOVErNOr...ceeeeess st et ettt e aeaens 3
House......ooeeeeens eeettctesererrens as9
Senate..... cesens . e 137
State-wide offices (excluding governor).... 4R

WOMEN ELECTED OFFICIALS?

Federal Congressional office...... 18
State povernor's office 1
State legislature office...oc00veee.ns ceaes 596

- Represents zero.
X Not applicable.

"TRestricted to candidntes of the two major

2lnqumbents and those elected in 1974,

Source:

'.S. Department of labor, Women's Burcau,

politieal parties.

Percent change

n )

1972 1972 to 1974
34 38,2
2 50,0
32 37.5
870 35.3
- (X)
741 33.5
101 35.6
28 7l.4
16 12.5
- X)
441 35.1
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Chapter 12.
CRIME AND VICTIMIZATION

As crime in the United States has increased so has the
involvement of women as perpetrators. Women are also
quite likely to be crime victims, as they were the victims
of about two-fifths of all crimes against persons in 1973.
Personal larceny (theft of property or cash, with or
without contact, but without force or threat of force)
accounted for about four-fifths of all crimes against
women. Among women 12 years old and over the
persona!l larceny victimization rate was 82 per 1,000
women; for crimes of violence as measured in the
National Crime Panel (rape, robbery, and assault} the
rate was 23 per 1,000. Higher proportions of men
than women tend to be victimized as emphasized by
the higher rates for viole; t crimes, where twice the
proportion of men were victims, and to a lesser ex-
tent for personal larceny where the ratio was 4 women

to every 5 men.

Age appears to have been an important determinant
in assessing the likelihood of women being victimized by
personal crimes (table 12-1). The highest rates of
victimization. were for 12-to-19-year-olds with each
successive age group reporting lower rates. For inci-
dences of violent crimes, the dividing line appeared to
be about 25 years old with the rates dropping off
sharply for older ages. Personal larceny, the largest part
of personal crimes, showed the highest rates under 20
years old. Although these crimes included purse snatch-
ing and pocket picking, the vast majority of personal
thefts were of property without contact with the
victim.

Significant differences in victimizations are evident
for women by marital status, with never-married and
separated and divorced women having the highest rates
and widowed women having the lowest (table 12-2).
These are functions of age and life style. Married women
had higher rates of victimization than widows, but the
difference was smaller than between married women
and the other two categories. Never-married women
were highest in personal larcenies, a function of age, but
separated and divorced women were the most victimized
by assault and robbery.

It is well documented that the majority of homicides
occur among persons who are at least acquainted with

66

each other;' similarly, about half of other crimes of
violence are committed by persons known to the victim,
according to National Crime Pane! data. Among women,
the majority of rape and robbery victims reported that
the assailants were strangers, while half of the victims of
assault reported that the assault was by a family
member, friend, or acquaintance (table 12-3). Only
about half of the female victims of violent crimes
reported the crimes to police, including 70 percent of
the robbery victims who sustained injury. And only
about one-fourth of all personal larcenies were reported
to police.

Changes in arrest rates show that involvement of
women in committing crime has increased. According to
FBl data from local police jurisdictions in 1960 and
1974, arrests of women as suspected offenders have
increased as have arrests of men (table 12-4). In 1960
women were 11 percent of suspected offenders arrested
for all crimes, but by 1974 they accounted for 17
percent of all arrests. The increase in arrests of women
accounted for 36 percent of the total increase in the
period. These included arrests for all types of crimes—
for the more serious violent and property crimes, as well
as fraud, forgery, traffic offenses, victimless crimes, and
others.

Among crimes incorporated in the FBI’s crime index
are violent crimes including criminal homicide, rape,
robbery, and aggrevated assault and property crimes
including burglary, larceny, and auto theft (table 12-4).
For violent crimes, arrests of women and men have
increased about one and a half times. But among arrests
for property crimes, women have exhibited a much
larger increase compared with men. In the 14-year
period, women doubled their proportion of ~ll property
crime arrests, accounting for 22 percent in 1974. In
fact, among larceny arrests, which were 90 percent of all
arrests of women for property crimes, women ac-
counted for one-third of the total arrests in 1974,
tripling their proportion since 1960. For crimes that
involve property and cash rather than persons, women
have exceeded men in their increase in arrests. While
arrests of men about doubled during the period, arrests
of women more than quadrupled.

! Department of Justice, Federal Bureau_of Investigation,
Uniform Crime Reports, 1974 and National Commission on the
Causes and Prevention of Violence, staff report, Crimes of
Violence, Vol. 11, 1969.
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Table 12-1. Victimization Rates for Crimes Against Persons by Sex and Age: 1973

(Per 1,000 populntion age 12 and over)
]' Crimes of violence
Total
crimes Robbery Assault Perscnal
Sex and age against T Rape larceny
persons otal upe with Wwithout Aese ated | Simple
tajury tnjury | VERTEY P
WOMCH . o vvveeeunnnns ... (85,075)1. . 105.0 22.7 1.8 1.4 2.3 5.5 11.6 82.3
12 to 15 years....... coel (81680 203.9 ! 39.7 1.8 0.9 3.1 9.6 2.3 164.2
16 to 19 years....... .. (7,872)., 189.4 | 44,2 5.3 2.3 2.7 10.7 23.2 145.2
20 to 26 yoars....... ...€9,015).. 1 159.1 ] 42.7 5.4 2.2 3.0 10.9 21.2 116.4
25 to 3 years....... Lo (16,432) ., 113.8: 25.6 2.3 1.9 2.5 6.2 12.7 88.2
35 to 49 years....... ..(17,556).. 86.8 16.6 0.5 0.9 1.9 4.8 8.6 70.2
50 to 64 yearS,...... .. (16,157).. S4.4 8.4 0.3 1.0 1.7 1.5 4.0 46.0 -
65 YCATS und over........ ....€11,901).. 25.6 6.8 0.3 1.5 2.4 1.0 1.6 18.8
i
Men..,.. et (77,161).. ; 151.9 46.2 0.1 3.4 7.0 15.7 20.0 105.7

12 to 15 years...oeoennss e (8,415). .1 267.0 79.9 0.4 5.0 14.7 22.2 37.5 187.1
16 to 19 years.... L7, TI2Y 285.7 92.5 - 5.0 10.3 38.7 38.5 193.2
20 to 2 years.... ...(8,330).. ! 2646.7 | 87.9 0.1 5.8 11.8 33.1 37.1 158.8
25 to % years.. ..(13,708).. 161.0 | 47.9 0.1 2.1 6.2 17.3 22.2 113.1
35 to 49 vears.... .(15,281).. 104.3 26,8 - 3.0 4.1 8.9 10.8 77.5
50 to 64 years.... Lo(la, 304y, 67.8 17.8 - 3.0 3.3 3.9 7.6 50.0
65 years and over........ ve... (8,371, 40.3 11,2 - 1.9 4.3 1.4 3.6 29.1

- Equal to or rounds to zero,

1Totn} number of persons in age group (in thousands).

TEstlmntc, based on about 10 or fewer sample cases, 1s statistically unreliable.

Source:
197 3 Advance Report.

U.s. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Agsistance Administration, Criminnl Victimization in the United States,

Table 12-2. Victimization Rates for Crimes Against Persons by Sex and Marital Status: 1973

(Per 1,000 population age 12 and over)

Crimes of violence
Total -
X crimes Robbhery Assault Personal
Sex and marital status agalnst . . Rap larceny
persons ota Hape With without
ted
Lnjury injury Aggrevate Simple
LR T ....(85,075)1.. 105.0 22.7 1.8 1.4 2.3 5.5 11.6 82.3
Never marriode..sesiessee.e..{21,793).. 177.7 39,9 4.0 1.9 3.0 9.4 21.6 137.8
MALTIE0e e vsssenceanaanaara.s{47,736)0. 76.8 11.9 0.7 0.8 1.4 2.9 6.2 64.9
Separated, divorced ceens.(5,633).. 170.6 68.8 5.7 4.6 6.9 18,7 33.0 101.8
W1AOWCHannsysaraenenscanaanss.{9,685).. 43.1 10.8 0.5 1.5 2.6 2.4 4.0 32.3
MMy e, eseesacnsreneaas{(77,161).. 151.9 46,2 0.1 3.4 7.0 15.7 20.0 105.7
Never married.,.se.es-seseess{24,291)0. 250.1 79.8 0.2 5.6 12.2 27.2 3.7 170.3
Marriedeessseerees. .. {47,859).. 101.6 27.6 - 1.8 3.7 9.5 12,4 74.0
Separated, divorced ..+(3,009).. 208.8 80,2 - 8.7 15.2 27.5 28,9 126.6
WAOWeds o es,asaraasssssacssss(1,811)0, 67.8 29.0 - 7.1 8.5 5.4 8.1 38.8
- Equal to or rounds to zero,
ITotal numpber of Persons in marital status group (in thousands ).
;- 1iable.

JEstimate, based on about 10 or fewer sample caSes, 1s statistieal

Source:
1973 Advance Report.

2N

3

U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistapce Adui. i:

sl

ion, Criminal Victimization in_thc United States,
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Table 12-3. Percent of Victimizations Involving Strangers and Percent Reported to Police by
Type of Crime and Sex of Victim: 1973

. S e —
F Crimes of violeae
Involvang strangers, reportod i T . Rarbbe Assault Personal
ta pulive, and ses ! . . _ e e Inrceny
| rotal ; Rape | With h{ Without ’ Agerevited Simple
| ‘ ! ey | Tnjury j Aggrevate B p
PERCENT 1NVOLYING STRANGERS ; . i ;
; I ; !
Women.......ooiie b b 53! 7, PR LEN 47 48 (N)
L TN ! n' 2ot 89 88! [i] 65 x)
i | i |
PERCENT REPORTED Tu POLICE i ; i f I
H ; . | !

WOMUN . 44 et et et e ean e ; 40 43! 70 1 59| 57 1 a2l 22
VO IVING SUFANECTS, ve et ennree.s . LI a4 82 57! 57, 43 ; (x)
TNV Ly ing nonstraREers. vy veeeereoss : 47, RO 43 | be 56 42 [§9]

Men.. azi 58 55 Ay 50 34 22
Involeing . ‘ 5y 1Moot oo | 43| 51 3 )
IRCO LIV ENE NONSTTANEOTS e er s s use s sss } Jo,., . 158 45 26§ 48 29 (x)

i | A N ] i R I
X Not apphicabte.

'Estimate, based on about 10 or fewer cases, 1s statistically unreliable.
Source:  Departiment of fustree, Law Entorcement Assistance Administration, Ceiminal Victimization in the United $States, 1973

Final Report.

Table 12-4. Arrests by Type of Crime and Sex for Reporting Cities and Counties: 1960 and 1974
(1,824 locnl jurisdictions; 1974 estimated population 69,222,000) )
’ Women Nen Percent women
Type of crime
1974 1960 Percent 1974 1960 Pereent 19741 1960
change change
ATl arrests. oo ieenieineneenn,s 540,987 259,038 +108.8 2,665,339 2,155,159 +23.7 16.9 10.7
VIOLONt CTIME. v vnieniereienenn s. 19,720 7,563 | +160.7 161,803 66,220 +144.3 10.9 10.3

Murder and nonncgligent manslaughter. .. 2247 577 +116.1 6,917 2,910 +137.7 15.3 16.5

Forcible riupl..c.iieiiiiiiinnenensnan [6:¢] x\) x) 10,546 5,059 +108.5 (X) (X

Robbery. .. .. 5,059 1,247 +305.7 65,214 23,933 +172.5 7.2 5.0

Aggrovated assault. e ii i i reen. 13,414 5,739 +133.7 79,126 34,318 +130.6 14.5 14.3

Property crimee..ovovennu. ... 139,159 29,292 +375.1 497,676 244,562 +103.5 21.9 10.7

Burglary (breuking and entering). 10,212 2,952 +245.9 175,689 85,188 +106.2 5.5 3.3

Larceny (theft)o.iveieiiveanines 124,838 24,769 +404.0 262,949 118,916 +121.1 32.2 17.2

Motor vehicle theft.... 4,109 1,571 +161.6 59,038 40,458 +45.9 6.5 3.7

(21412 382,108 222,183 +72.0 | 2,005,860 1,844,377 +8.8 16.0 - 10.8

X Not applicable. )
'Women arrested as a proportion of all arrests was not very different from figures for the total U.S. nccording to FBI figures

in 1974 which were for 94 percent of the natlonal population.

Note: Based on comparable reports from 1,441 cities representing 59,834,000 population and 383 counties representing 9, 388,000
population, totaling approximately ane-third of the U.S. population in 1974,

Source: Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Reports, 1974,
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Chapter 13.
BLACK WOMEN

In a study on the status of women, it is important to
specifically examine changes ‘n the status of black
women since their progress sometimes presents a picture
different from that for women in general. In this
chapter emphasis is placed on the time span since the mid-
1960's, when the passage of Civil Rights legislation be-
gan to have a significant impact on the status of black
women.

Black women have made important strides in many
aspects of life. Their health and education have im-
proved, and gains have been made in entering white-
collar occupations and in achieving incomes more nearly
equal those of white women. Yet much remains to be
achieved for, in most instances, black women still lag
behind white women. Black women are more likely to be
unemployed, to be overrepresented in low-paying jobs,
to be increasingly assuming the role of family head with
children to support, and to account for a larger pro-
portion of the poor.

In March 1974 there were 12.5 million black females
in the United States, an increase of 4.7 million since
1950. The black female population is characteristically
younger than the white female population, and despite

" improvements in health status, black women continue

to have a lower life expectancy than white women. The
black woman is nearly six times as likely to die as a
result of homicide as is the white woman, about four
and a half times as likely to die from tuberculosis, and
more than twice as likely to die from diabetes mellitus
or cirrhosis of the liver, but less likely to die from
suicide.

_Although the proportion of black women living in the
South declined from about 68 percent in 1950 to
about 53 percent in both 1970 and 1974, black women
are still more concentrated in the Souththan are white
women. Also, black women continue to be over-
represented among the female residents in central cities
of metropolitan areas and underrepresented in the
suburbs.

Most women, both black and white, have been
married at some time, but the proportion remaining
single has been increasing especially rapidly for black
women. Among ever-married wormen, only about 54
percent of blacks were living with their husbands in
1975, a substantial decline from the 1950 level of 64
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percent. Corresponding to this decline has been an in-
crease in the percentages of black women separated and
divorced and in the percent of black families headed by
women.

In 1974, black women still had higher rates of chil-
dren ever born than white women. However, in recent
years black women, on the average, have given birth to
fewer children than in the past and expect to have fewer
children in the future. Among the younger women (18
to 24 years old in 1974) the lifetime birth expectations
of black women are the same as those for white women
(2.2 children per woman).

Education is one area where black women have made
major advancements. Since the mid-1960's, there has
been a sharp increase in the number enrolled at the
college level. In 1964 slightly more than 100,000 black
women under 35 years old were attending college, com-
pared with 392,000 in 1974. Enrollment in college
among white women also has expanded over the same
period; however, the .growth has not been as pro-
nounced as that for black women. Increased school
enroliment and higher retention rates among black teen-
agers have resulted in rising educational attainment. By
1975 the proportion of black women 25 to 29 years old
who were high school graduates {including those going
on to college) reached 70 percent, a substantial increase
over the 39 percent who were high school graduates in
1960. Yet, in 1975 an educational gap still remained
between black women and white women, as 83 percent
of the white women of this age group had completed
high school.

For more than two decades the labor force partici-
pation rate for black women has been higher than that
for white women. This pattern continued to hold true in
1€74 although the labor force rate of white women has
been rapidly approaching that of black women. In 1974,
49 percent of black women were in the civilian labor
force, compared with 45 percent of white women. In
every age group, except 16 to 19 and 20 to 24, black
women were more likely than their white counterparts
to be in the labor force. Also, a somewhat larger pro-
portion of black women than white women who worked
during 1974 worked year round full time. '

The presence of young children in the family affects
the work status of black women to a lesser extent than
white women. In 1975, 51 percent of married black
women with children under 6 years old were in the
labor force, compared with 35 percent of white women.

GY
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Unemployment has been traditionally more prevalent
among black women than white women. In 1974, the
unemployment rate for black women averaged about 11
percent as compared with 6 percent for white women.
The unemployment situation among black teenage girls
is particularly significant.

There have been substantial changes since 1965 in the
occupations of employed black women. The proportion
of black women working in white-coliar jobs increased
from 24 percent in 1965 to 42 percent in 1974, whereas
the percent employed in the normally low-paying
private household worker positions declined from 30
percent to 11 percent.

By 1974 the median earnings of black women who
worked year round full time was approaching income
parity with their white counterparts. The median earn-
ings ratio of black to white women rose from 75 percent
in 1967 to 92 percent in 1974.

T 61

In 1974 there were 1.0 million female-headed black
families and 1.3 millicn female-headed white families
below the poverty level. Families with female heads
have accounted for an increasing proportion oi all black
families in poverty so that by 1974 the proportion was
about 67 percent. For white families the proportion was
37 percent.

A smaller proportion of black women than white
women register and vote in Congressional and Presidential
elections. Registration rates for black women in 1974
were at the lowest level reported for any of the jast five
general elections. In 1974, about 57 percent of black
women registered to vote; for the previous four

“elections (1966 to 1972), the levels ranged from 61 to

66 percent.

Note: 1n this chapter, the term “black” is used although some
of the data are for “black and other races.” Blacks constitute
about 90 percent of this group.
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Table 13-1. Female Population by Age: 1950, 1960, 1970 and 1974

(Numbers in thousands)

! Percent distribution Ratio
ARe nand year Black white ' Black women White women
. Black J white to to
! I black men white men
H o v {
1974 : i ) .
: : ;

Total, all ages....... .. ; 12,470 | 93,038 100,0 i 100,0 1,13 ! 1,05
Under 15 years,....... e i 3,916 22,444 31.4 | 24,1 0,99 . 0,95
15 to 24 years,, . ! 2,524 | 16,605 20,2 17.8 1,12 1,03
25 to 44 years,, e 2,983 ! 22 B85 23,9 24,6 1,25 . 1,02

25 to 34 years, P A 1,657 | 12,801 13.3 13,8 1.23 | 1,01
35 to 44 years,... 1,326 1 10,081 10.6 ¢ 10,8 - 1,28 1,03
15 to 61 years....... 2,002 | 20,078 16,81 21,6 | 1.18 ° 1,09
65 years and over...,..... 956 ! 11,027 7.7} 11,9 1,34 1,43
1 i N \
MEdian QBC. ..vernsemronnssoenssnnens . 24,1 30.1 (x) i (x) ! (x) ! (x)

X : ! ; :

i B ‘ i

1970 ' . { :

Total, all ages. .. oouuue.n. e 11,832 91,028 100,0 ; 100,0 1.10 ' 1.05
Under 15 years..... bt ate e 3,986 ° 23,961 33.7 ) 26.3 1,00 ; 0.96
15 to 21 years...... e 2,196 15,420 18.3 16.9 1,08 | 1,01
25 to 41 years..,..... ceeeen ! 2,765 21,353 23,4 1 23,5 1,20 ° 1,03

25 to 34 years, eeecemantesenans .ol 1,456 | 11,004 12,3 12,1 1,15 ¢« 1,02
35 to 44 years....... v 1,300 10,349 11,1 . 11.4 1,21 1.04
15 to 61 years......... o 2,002 19,609 16.9 21.5 117 1,09
65 years and OVer......eecc00c000nanenn 883 10,685 7.5 11,7 1.31 4 1.40
X i
MEALAN AEC. ¢\ v sues ngeerenerseneennnes 23,6 . 30,2 (x) ! (x) : (x) (x)
i
1960 |
. | |

Total, all AR€S.c.ecareronsaassn . 9,751 80,465 100,0 : 100.0 | 1,07 . 1,03
Under 15 years....... ! 3,539 23,577 36,3 29,3 1,00 | 0.96
15 to 21 years....... 1,398 10,596 4.3 13,2 1,07 1 1,01
25 to 44 years,...... : 2,525 21,201 25,9 . 26,4 1.15 | 1,03

25 to 31 years,..... : 1,20 10,201 13,2 12,7 1.16 | 1.03
35 to bl years....,.. . 1,231 11,000 | 12,6} 13.7 | Ly 1,01
15 to 61 years..... . I 1,662 16,691 17.0 ] 20,7 . 1,10 | 1,05
65 years and over..., ! 627 . 8,396 6.1 1 10.4 1.16 | 1,22
MediUn ARC. « . ierrarareeenne e 21.5 31.1 ( (x) (x) 1 {(x)

. t

1930 i '

! |

Total, all 3EeS...cenveerneenes .. 7,745 67,813 | 100,0 100,0 1,06 ! 1,01
Under 13 years,...ceve.eens.s . 2,387 17,371 | 30,8 ! 25.6 1,00 i 0.96
15 t0 24 YUATS. .. evnerenss v 1,300 ; 9,3211 16.8 ¢ 11,5 112 1.01
25 to 41 years.. o 2,372 20,570 | 30,6 30.3 1,13 1,03

25 to 31 years,,... o 1,260 ! 10,851 | 16,3 ! 16.0 1.14 1 1,04
35 to i1 years,,. . 1,112, 9,719 14.4 | 1,3 1,11 ! 1,07
45 to 64 years,.... ! 1,239 ; 14,037 | 16,0 20,7 1.01 i 1,00
65 years and over,... . 147 | 6,013 | 5.8 8.9 1.08 1.12
MEIAN A€, v areorsmoecarsossesonnasens 26,5 3l.ll (x) (%) (9] l (x)

X Not applicable,
Source:

"Nonwhite Population by Race:’

U.S. Department of Commerce, Burchwu of the Census,
part 1 (B), 'Nonwhite Population by Race:: [ 960 Census of Population, Vol I,

part 1(B),

Survey data.

LN |
[

1950 Census of Population, Vol. II,
and Vol. II,

Part ! and Volume 1V,
part 1(C),
1970 Census of Population, Vol. I, Part 1(B) and unpublished Current Population
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Table ¥3-2. Life Expectancy of Women at Selected Ages: 1959-61, 1970 and 1973

{Additional years of life expected)

Year and age

Black and
other races

White

bifference

N 1973

0 years {at birth).,..
1 year,,.
15 years.. cesen
25 years.,..
40 years,.,..

65 years,....... Ceeieeiieieiieteaatiaaaas

0 years {at bBIrth)..e.ceeescarerensonsnsnen

1 year.,.,.....
15 years.,
25 years,
10 vears,
B0 YUATS,aiinnnueinneeorinnconencrsecnesens

1959-611

0 years {at birth),.......
1 ¥ear., iieiveeencne
years.,...
years.,. .,
years, ...,

[
o uu

DA R R I I P

70.1
70.8
57.1
17.9
34,1
16.2

69 .4
70,1
57.0
47.5
34.2
16,4

(223
U aw O
.

WL
. .
[l RS- ]

[ N

7
75
6.

Lol (SRR S I IO ey

-
~N X I

74.2
74,7
61,2
51,5
37.1
15.4

~7.7
-6.6
-63.,3
-6.1
-4.9
-0.8

'Three-year average.

Source: U.S,. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Cen: :s, Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No, 54,
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Table 13-3. Age-Adjusted Death Rates of Women for Selected Causes: 1960, 1970, and 1973

{Bascd on age-specific death rates per 100,000 population in specified group, Computed by the direct method, using as
the standard population the age distribution of the total population of the United States as cnumerated in lEM())

[ - .
Cause of death 1973 . ‘ 1970 1960
e i ; o —
BLACK AND OTHER RACES : \
} !

ALL COUSES .. veereeevuneennsonosonces 738.9 : 770.8 893.3
Major cardiovascular diseases'...ee...eoe.. | 339.5 : 360.3 167.1
Malignant neoplasms, ine. neoplasms of

lymphat:c¢ and hemotopoictic tissues....... . 124.3 117.6 125.0
ACCLUCHES ..\ oveonrancens ! 33.2 : 35,1 35,1
Influenza 4w pneumonia, ! 22.5 i 27.9 43.3
Diabetes mellitus,, . | 28.6 ; 29.3 26,8
Cirrhosis of liver.. i 18.0 i 17.4 9.1
Suicide, . . . : 3.3 . 3.3 2.3
Homicide.ssoneeecvonercnenes ... 16.0 ! 13.7 11.2
Bronchitis, cmphysemi, and asthma.......e.e.. | 3.8 i 4.9 (NA)
Tuberculosis, all fOIMS....v.eeeroonenascns : 2,7 : 3.9 (NA)

SHITE i ;
N 1

AL 22USES .. L erennanneiarannenieninn | 483.7 i 501.7 555.0
Major cirgiovascular diseases'..ve..eeees.s | 228.8 | 238.7 291.5
Mali:mant neoplasms, inc. neoplasms of | !

lymphatic and hemotopoictic tissues,...... ! 106.8 . 107.6 109.5
ACCLACNLS ., ouesraannsocensns | 26.4 ! 27.2 25.4
influenza and pneumoni . i 14.0 t 15.0 19.0
Diabetes mellitus,,. . ! 11.6 | 12.8 13.7
Cirrhosis of liver,. . | 8.7 : 8.7 6.6
Suicide, . . . : 7.1 ‘ 7.2 5.3
HOMICLUC e oareoroneseasannssscnncsn : 2.8 . 2.2 1.5
Bronchitis, emphyscemd, and asthma.......... i 4.6 4.7 (NA)
Tuberculnsts, all {orms, e eeioccocercnens : 0.6 Q.8 (NA)

MORTALITY RATIOS?
ALl CaUSES. .. eeivececoonoccoscaceces | 1.53 1.54 1.61
|
Major cardiovascular disenses’....eiene oo ; 1.48 i 1.51 1.60
Malignant neoplasms, inc. necoplasms of .

lymphatic and hemotopoictic tissues,...... 1.16 | 1.09 1.14
AccidentsS, ... ieoceceoens 1.26 : 1.29 1,42
Influenza and pneumonia, 1.61 1.86 2,28
Diabetes mellitus, ..... 2,47 | 2.29 1.06
Cirrhosis of liver. . 2.07 ) 2,00 1.38
sulcide. . . 0.6 ; 0.46 0.43
HOMLCLAC. o v vonaeenrnaneconeanen 5.71 i 6,23 7.47
Iironchitis, emphyscma, and asthma,.. 0.83 1.04 (NA)
Tuberculosis, all fOMMS, . e.eiececeansonnns 4.50 1.88 (NA)

NA Not available,

'Includes disSeases of the heart, cercbrovascular diseases, arteriosclerosis, and hypertension,
*Ratios of black and other races to white.

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics, vital statistics
of the United States, Vol, I1, Part A; Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 22, No, 11 and vol, 23, No, 11,
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Table 13-4. Percent Distribution of ithe Female Populaticn by Region: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1974

Region 1974 1970 1960 1950
— -
T
BLACK
United States.....thousands, . 12,470 11,332 9,758 7,745
Percent, ...e.eceeerseccnnns 1.90. © 100 100 100
SOUtHe i eeeiesoesoncsarsecssossonness 53 53 60 68
North and West, .. 47 a7 40 32
NOrtheast, eeeeeoseococssssoscacs 19 20 16 14
North Central,ceieioeoocescsessns 20 20 18 15
2T S TSP AR R 7 9 4
|
WHITE \
t
United States.....thousands,, 93,038 91,028 80. 165 ; 57,813
PErcent.ceecsaccesioscaoass 100 100 100 139
SOUtR. eeveiiiooceisoscenssensancss 29 28 27 27
North and West,,.... 71 72 73 73
Northeaste.eoesses 25 25 26 28
North Centrales.ceeessssoosacneas 28 29 30 31
WeSleueeoseesocasocscoaoscononnes 18 17 16 14
RATIO: BLACK/WHITE!
1,83 1.89 2,22 2,52
0,66 0.65 0,55 0.44
0.76 0.80 0,61 0.50
0.71 0.69 0,60 0.48
WeSt, ieveeeresesnsciocrsrscscscnne 0.44 0,41 0,38 0,29

'Ratios of the percents in that region.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, Vol. II, Part l and Vol. IV,

Part 3(B), "Nonwhite Population by Race:” Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 48 and unpublished Current

Population Survey data.
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Table 13-5. Percent Distribution of the Female Population by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan
Residence: 1960, 1970, and 1974

{Numbers in thousands)

Type of residence 1974 1970 1960

BLACK
United StatesS, . veeeetitoocnencsos 12,470 11,693 9,758
Percent..... 100.0 100.0 100.0
Metropolitan areas,, 5.7 1.4 60.5
Central citles....ovee.ns 59.2 59.1 52.2
Suburbs. . ..eeeeiiiaeriien 16.5 15.3 . 8.3
Nonmetropolitan areas..... 24.3 25.6 39.5

WHITE
United StateS,.,vieeeeocccescsone 93,038 90,357 80,165
PerCeNt. ie.ieeneisronnceoncsanns 106.0 100.0 100.0
Metropolitan areas.....ceeeeeeeoceosens 67.5 68.1 53.5
Central CitiesS...ieeniennencnnneenss 26.1 2R.5 30.6
Suburbs.....eecee . 413 39.6 22.9
Nonmetropolitan aAreas. . .c.cieceecoccosncs 32.5 -31.9 16.5

RATIO: BLACKAHITE! i

Metropolitan areas,.... | 1,12 1.09 1.13
Central citie ) 2,27 2,07 1.71
Suburbs. .. .iievee 0.10 0.39 0.36
Nonmetropolitlan areas. .. ...ececeoeceenn 0.75 0.80 0.85

lpatios of the percents in the area,

Note: The population shown for 1960 15 based on the 1960 census and standard metropolitan statistical areas are de-
fined as of 1960. The data for 1974 are based on the Current Population Survey. For comparability with data from the
1974 CPS, the 1970 censns figures have been adjusted to exclude inmates of institutions and members of the Armed Forces
tiving in barracks and similar types of quarters, The figures for 1970 and 1974 are based on standard metropolitan
statistical areas defined as of 1970 and exclnde Middlesex and Somerset counties in New Jersev, -

Source: U.S. bepartment of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, 1960 Census of Population, Vol. I, Part 1(R) and Current
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Table 13-6. Marital Status of Women: 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1975

67

Marital status 1975 1970 1960 1950
BLACK
Total, 14 vears and

OVET it innennnas thousands. . 9,016 7,021 6,375 15,698
Percentes.eiiiiiiienenennnns 100 100 100 100
Single (never married)....... PR 31 28 22 21
Ever married...c..ecevieciecnecccccnnn 69 72 78 79
Ever married.......thousands.. 6,208 5,704 4,989 4,520
Percent.veciiecennn. eeeeenns 100 100 100 100
Married, husband present............ S 58 61 64

Marriced, husband absent, except
separated.....oe0000nenn 2 3 S 3
Separated.,..... 16 14 11 11
Widowed....... . 19 19 18 18
Divorced.... 10 6 5 3

WHITE
Total, 14 years and

over..... et seeees thousands.. 73,312 68,512 58,087 51,404
Percent.......... PR “on 100 100 100 100
Single (never married)....... PR 22 21 19 20
Ever married........... eeeiraceenans 78 79 81 80
Ever married....... thousands.. 57,445 53,885 47,278 41,163
Percent.c.ceceeecccenccs eeee 100 100 100 100
Married, husband present............ 76 77 78 9

Marriéd, husband absent, except
separated.......... R R R 1 2 2 2
Separated......... et escasesiossans 2 2 2 2
Widowed. ......... meecseseesecstar e 15 16 15 14
Divorced....... cesecrs e ccrerareans 6 4 3 3

!Black and other races

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, Vol.
Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 48, and Series P-20, No, 287.
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Table 13-7. Selected Characteristics of Female Heads of Families: 196& 1970, 1973 and 1975

Black N white
Selected characteristics
1975 1973 1970 1968 1975 1973 1970 1968
Teser.t . f-aale h6nds. ... thousands.. 1,940 1,822 1,382 1,272 5,212 4,672 1,165 4,008
Pricent, twrale heads of all
families..... IR TR ceeressane 35 35 28 23 10 10 9 9
AGE OF FEMALE HEAD
Percent..ocievencennncnnans erene 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Under 35 years.. .- 42 42 35 33 29 26 21 18
35 to 64 years... 48 47 53 56 51 54 56 58
65 years and over 10 11 12 12 17 20 23 24
MARITAL STATUS OF FEMALE HEADS
Percent..ocevvnnns 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Separated or divorced.. 50 49 1R 48 18 15 36 34
Separated. ..e..... 31 33 34 35 15 15 11 12
Divorced. . . 19 16 14 13 33 30 25 22
Other...eceecencnns 50 51 52 52 52 55 63 66
Single (never married)..cecececencecass 22 20 16 14 9 10 9 9
Widowedes. cioeecceecocnecacnns Ceeeeenn 25 2R 30 33 39 41 47 50
Married, husband absent..e¢.cccec..vnee 3 4 6 5 E] o} 7 7
PRESENCE OF OWN CHILDR®™
UNDER 18 YEARS
-
POrCeNt.ceeecrscsncasnccscnsnoes 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With own children... . 7 Wwa 66 65 57 53 A8 47
With no own children.....ioiiieiiinnnnns 29 31 34 35 43 47 52 53
With own children...... thousands. .. 1,382 1,255 912 R33 2,972 2,470 1,995 1,901
Percent with 2 or more children. 4R 17 47 49 32 30 29 2R
Mean number of children........... Ceeenn 1.73 1.75 1.83 1.98 1.11 1.06 0.99 1.01
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 1R7, 191,
and 258 and unpublished Current Population Survey data.
Table 13-8. Average Number of Births To Date and Total Births Expected for Reporting Wives
18t039Y rs Old by Age: Selected Years: 1965 to 1974
18 to 24 years I 25 to 29 ycears 30 to 34 years 35 to 39 years
Year Blrths Total Births Total Births Total Births ~“Total
- births births births births
: to date to date to date to date
L expected expected expected expected
o -
BLACK
1.2 2.2 2.2 2.8 3.0 3.2 3.6 3.6
1.4 2.3 2.2 2.8 3.1 3.3 3.9 3.9
1.4 2.6 2.5 3.1 3.5 - 3.7 4.1 4.2
1.8 2.8 3.0 3.4 3.9 4.3 4.2 4.2
2,1 3.4 3.4 1.0 3.8 4.4 3.8 4.1
WHITE
1970, eeenennne 0.8 2,2 1.7 2.3 2,5 2.7
1973.. 0.8 2.3 1.7 2.4 2.6 2,8
1973...... 0.9 2.4 1.9 2.6 2.8 2.9}
1967.. 1.1 2,9 2.3 3.0 3.0 3
1965..... 1.3 3.1 2.4 3.3 3.0
e el -
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-%0, YNos. 263 and 269.
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Table 13-9. Children Ever Born Per Woman by Marital Status and Age: 1965, 1970, and 1974

Black White
Marital status and age T
1974 1970 1965 1974 1970 1965
TOTAL WOMEN!
Total, 15 to 41 Years....,.... 1.6 2.0 2.1 1.4 1.6 1.7
15 to 19 yeBrs.eeesvesunesanes . 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 - -
20 to 21 years., cesesvscsnnnns 0.7 0.9 1.2 0.6 0.7 0.9
25 to 29 years... vesssaan . 1.6 2,0 2.6 1.4 1.7 2.1
30 to 34 years. ceecnaan . 2.5 3.0 3.4 2.3 2.6 2.7
35 to 39 years... P . 3.5 3.5 3.5 2.8 2.9 2,8
40 to I yenrs.i.ciecsieevscsisancane 3.5 3.5 3.1 3.0 2.9 2.7

WOMEN EVER MARRIED

Total, 15 to 44 yearScececeso. 2.7 3.0 3.1 2,1 2.3 2.4
15 t0 19 yearSeeesesscscssscatonenos 0.9 1.0 (B) 0.5 0.6 0.6
20 to 2 1.3 1.6 1.8 0.9 1.0 1.3
25 to 2 2.1 2.5 3.0 1.6 1.9 2.3
30 to 3.0 3.4 3.9 2.4 2.7 2.8
35 to 3.8 3.8 3.8 2,9 3.1 2.9
40 to 3.8 3.8 3.4 3.2 3.0 2.8

- Rounds to zero.
B Basec too small for rate to be shown.
'Includes single (never married) women, not shown separately.

Source: U,S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 54.

Table 13-10. School Enroliment of Women 14 to 34 Years Old: 1964, 1970, and 1974

(Numbers in thousands)

E:;?;é:dlbsii’w Enrolled in college
Year and race i i
Number Percent Number Percent
1974
Total, 14 to 34 yearsl.ieve... 7,851 21.4 3,901 10.6
Black.. ceese . 1,146 25.2 392 8.6
Whiteeeeoueesounoesussnncannnannsese 6,589 20.9 3,413 10.8
1970
Total, 14 to 31 years'........ 7,531 23.0 3,013 9.2
BlACK. . e vuesosncsasuanccosscnannanen 1,024 26.1 269 6.9
L 2 6,429 22.6 2,693 9.5
1964
Total, 14 to 34 years'........ 6,510 23.6 1,755 6.4
BlOCKe . sesosecsansadnnanss 788 25.2 114 3.6
L B P 5,628 23.4 1,617 6.7
PERCENT CHANGE 1964 TO 1974
Total, 14 to 34 years'....cu.. 20.6 (X) 122.3 (x)
BlacKeeeeuoosesannannscsnnnas 45.4 (X) 243.9 x)
White.eeeueeveneeasncnnsssscsnnnanas 17.1 (X) 111.1 (X)

X Not applicable.

! Includes other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 148, 222,
and 278.

78



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

70

Table 13-11. Percent Distribution of Women 25 to 29 Years Old by Years of School Completed:

1960, 1965, 1970, and 1975

Education

1975

1970

1965

1960

Black
Wwhite

Black
White
Ratio:

Black
¥hite
Ratio:

Black
white
Ratio:

Black
White
Ratio:

Black
¥hite
Ratio:

Total, 25 to 29 years..(thousands)',,
WOMEN .. oo seooscisosscscssssossescas
women. .

ELEMENTARY: 8 YEARS OR LESS

WOMEI . . s eoseesosserssssossannse
black to white

SOME HIGH SCROOL:

black to white

HIGH SCHOOL:

12 YEARS

black to white....coviinneieeeeenn.

SOME COLLEGE:

WOMEM e oo 0000 essssee
black to white...
COLLEGE: 4 YEARS OR MORE
WOMEM oo e o vvoorononnnsaens e,
WOMEC .. eoseeeeosoccsssnscs

black to white

8,345
935
7,238

44.2
46.2
0.12

15.8
17.6
0.12

10,1
19.4
0.07

6,854
751
6,013

39.1
49.0
0.10

5,677
651
4, 962

-
@® O
o n

35.8
51.0
0.09

5,537
581
1,840

33.6
21.8
0.19

® ©
S~ 0o

!Includes other races, not shown separately.
I, Part 1(D) and unpublished 1-in-1,000 Sample data; Current Population
Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 158 and 207: and unpublished Current Population Survey data,

Sou

rce: 1960 Census of Population, Vol,

9
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Table 13-12. Civilian Labor Force Participation Rates of Women by Age:
Selected Years, 1950 to 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Percent
Age 1974 1970 1965 1960 1950 ;'9‘6”""?;
1974

Black and other races, 16 years

AN OVOeT . .iivesorcesoenonnasonans 49,1 49.5 .6 48,2 16. 9 +1.0
16 to 19 years 3.1 31,1 .3 32,8 (NA) +15.6
20 to 24 years 58.2 57.7 2 BRI 16.9 154
25 to 34 years 60.8 57.6 .0 19.7 51.6 11,2
35 to 44 yearS......e.... 61.5 59.9 9 59.8 55.7 2.6
45 to S years......iiicieaiciaaaninaann 56.9 60.2 2 60.5 54.3 =5.5
55 to 64 ¥OUIS....iiieotecccacannsacnns 13.5 47,1 9 17.3 10.9 -11.0
65 years and OVer....eeeeeececrnnnnnans 10,0 12,2 9 12.8 16.5 =-22.5

White, 16 years and over......... 45.2 42.6 38,1 36,5 32.¢ <18.6
16 to 19 YearS...eeeeeeeecooscannnsanns 51.8 45,6 39.2 40,3 (NA) -32.1
20 to 24 YeOTrS. .. .i.iieetitiiaeeiienenn 63.8 57.7 49,2 45.7 5.9 -29.7
25 to 34 years......0e.ee 51.1 13.2 36.3 34,1 32.1 10,8
35 to 14 years........000. 53.7 19.9 44.3 11.5 37.2 «21.2
45 to 5S4 yYears...iieecenn 54.3 53.7 19.9 18.6 36.3 +8.8
55 to 64 years....e.0000. 40.4 42,6 40,3 36.2 26,0 +0.2
65 years and OVer.....eieeeiieioiennces 8.0 9.5 9.7 10.6 9.2 ~17.5

RATIO:

16 1. 1.16 1.28 1.32 e %)
16 to 19 ) 0. 0.75 0.75 0,81 sy x)
20 L3 24 ¥OAPS.. i ittt eads 0. 1.00 1.12 1.07 1.02 (83
25 to 34 YEArS. ... ittt atitntaatnnns 1. 1.33 1.49 1.46 1.61 x)
35 to 4 YOOrS...iiiiietiittieeaeaons 1. 1.20 1.35 1.4 1.50 x)
45 £0 54 YOOLS...eiuueeennoneeieeanas 1. o112 1.21 1.24 1.50 x)
55 to 64 YFOArS....eeeeeccccsonaaass 1. 1.11 1.21 1.31 1.57 x)
65 years and OVer....eeeeeeonsonnnn 1. 1.28 1.33 1.21 1.79 x)

T
NA Not available. X Not applicable.
'Ratios of civilian labor force participation rates.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Manpower Administration, 1975 Manpower Report of the President.
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Table 13-13. Annual Work Experience of Women by Full- and Part-Time Job Status:

Selected Years, 1950 to 1974

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Extent of employment 1974 1970 1965 1960 1950
BLACK AND OTHER RACES
Percent
with work experience’ 55 58 56 58 58
worked year ‘roynd full time®........... 45 12 35 31 5
Worked part time .. ... ieeiii it e 27 30 32 37 31
WHITE
Percent
with work experience...... ... ... ...... 54 52 47 46 39
worked year rouynd full time?........... 12 41 39 38 39
worked part time . ... .- ettt e a3 33 31 32 26
RATI0: BLACK AND OTHER RACES AWHITE?
with work experience.......... ... . ... 1.02 1.12 1.19 1.26 1.49
worked year round full time............ 1.07 1.02 0.90 0.82 0.64
Worked part time.........ovoni e 0.82 0.91 1.03 1.16 1.19

!percents based on all persons.
percents bpsed on
JRatio of percents,

Note: The figures
the populption l4 years old and over.

persons who worked during the year.

tfor 1970 and 1974 are for the population l6 years old and over.

The figures prior to 1970 are for

Source: U.$, pepartment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Cur'ren\. _Sapulation Reports, Series P-50, No. 31 and Series
p-23, No. 54 and U.S. Department of Labor, Bureaou of Lnbor Statist1:s, Specinl Labor Force Reports, Nos. 19, 76, and 141.

Table 13-14. Unemployment Rates of Women by Age: Selected Years, 1950 to 1974

) Total, 16 16 and 17 18 and 19 20 years
Year years years years and over
and over
——
BLACE AND UTHER RACES
10.7 36.2 33.7 8.4
9.3 36.9 32.9 6.9
9.2 37.8 27.8 7.4
9.4 25.7 24.5 8.3
8.4 17.6 14.1 (NA)
b < P, 6.1 16.4 13.0 5.0
b ¢ T R 5.4 15.3 11.9 4.4
b T 7 Y 5.0 15.0 13.4 4.0
1060, ¢ it e e i e e s 5.3 14.5 11.5 4.6
1050 vt e e e e s 5.3 13.8 9.4 (NA)
RATIO: BLACK AND OTHER RACES/WHITE
1.75 2.21 2.59 1.68
1.72 2.4 2.76 1.57
1.84 2.52 2.07 1.85
1.77 1.77 2.13 1.80
1.58 1.28 1.50 (NA)

NA Not available.

Source: U.S. Depnrtment of Labor, Manpower Administration, 1975 Manpower

81

rt of the President.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

73

Table 13-15. Presence and Age of Chlldren by Labor Force Participation Rates for Married Women.

Husband Present:

1965, 1970, and 1975

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Labor force participation rate Percent
N change,
Presence and age of children 1965 to
1975 1970 1965 1975
BLACK AND OTHER RACES
Total, married women, husband
PreSent. . ... inensieainaaanaaan 53.1 52.5 46.7 +13.7
No children under 18 yearS.. ... eieeeenn. 18.7 50.9 52.6 -7.4
With children under 18 years............... 55.9 53.4 42.9 +30.3
Children 6 to 17 years only. 61.2 62.6 56.3 +8.7
Children under 6 years.............couuun 51.1 46.9 35.3 +14.8
WHITE
Total, married women, husband
PresSent. ... ., iie e i i ta e 13.6 39.7 33.6 +29.8
No children under 18 vears...........o. ... . 43.5 11.5 37.0 +17.6
With children under 18 years............... 43.6 38.3 31.1 +40.2
Children 6 to 17 years only 51.5 48.0 1.7 +23.5
Children under 6 years............c.....0. 34.9 28.41 20.4 +71.1
RATIO: BLACK AND OTHER RACES/WHITE!
Total, married women, husband
PreSeNT. oot it i me e aae s iaean 1.22 1.32 1.39 (x)
No children under 18 years........ooeeonnn. 1.12 1.23 e 1.42 (x)
With children under 18 years............... 1.28 1.39 1.38 (xX)
Children 6 to 17 years only.............. 1.19 1.30 1.35 (x)
Children under 6 years...........c.cccuuu.n 1.6 1.65 1.73 (xX)

X Not applicable.

'Hatios of labor force participation rates.
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Special Labor Force Reports, Nos.

Source: U.S.
unpublished Current Population Survey data.
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Table 13-16. Employed Women by Occupation: 1965, 1970, and 1974

1974 . 1970 1965
Occupation 1ack and .
8 o white Black and White Black and wbite
! other Ces i ; Other races other reces
i P
Total number umploycd ..... thousends . . 4,136 ! 29,281 | 3,642 26,025 3,147 21,601
Pereent. ... o v e 100,90 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
WhHite-COllar WOPKETS. ..o r e e, . 1.8 61.1 | 36.0¢ 63.9 23.9 61.8
Professional and technicnl workers.,...... 11.7 ¢ 15.4 . IO.HE 15.0 8.5 13.9
sanagers and administrators, except farm. 2 i 5.3 ¢ 1.9 1.8 1.6 1.9
SA1E8 WOTrKEeTS. oo e e innnnnn. e 2.7 | 7.4 2.5 7.7 2.0 8.3
Clerical workers.......... e 2.9 ¢ 36,1 20.8! 36.4 1.8 31.7
! | i
Blue-collar workers. .. .....oevinrnnnn. .. 19,5 | 14.9 19.2 1} 15. 4 15.91 16.8
Cratt and kindred workers............. e 1og 1.6, 0.8 1.2} 0.7; 1.1
Operatives, ©XCuPt LIANSPOTrt............. 16,8 ; 11.8 | 17.6 14.1 14.5 15.3
Transport cvquipment operatives........... 0.4 0.5 |
Nonfarm 1aborers. oo.. i e, 1.2} 1.0 i 0'7$ 0.4 0.7 0.4
f | i
! i
Farm workerS. ..o v.veerovnce onereaennn 1.1 i 1.5 1.7 1.8 5.31 2.7
| :
Service workers. . .......... S .. 37.3 | 19.2 | 43.1 18.7 54.8 18.6
Private house: oldo... ..o .Wo... [ 11.3 | 2.5 17.5 3.4 30.1 4.5
Otller. ...t i ae e i PR PP 26.1 I 16.7 i 25.6 15.3 24.7 14.1

NVote: Besinning with 1971, occupational employMmeit data are not strictly comparable with statistics for 1970 and
earlier years as a result of changes in the occupational cilassification system for the 1970 Census of Population that
were introduced in January 1971, and the addition of a question to the CPS in December 1971 relating to major activities
and duties. For an explanation of these changes, S€¢ Bureau of the Census, Techknical Paper No. 26.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Populatiun Reports, Series P-23, No. 48 and U S.
Department of Labor, Bureau of . or Statistics, Emplqucn: ana Earnmngs, vol. 21, No. 7.

Table 13-17. Median Income of Women With Income and Median Earnings of Women With Earnings:
1967 to 1974

(Medi80S in current dollars)

T
Total women Year-round full-time workers
rear | [ Ratio: Ratio:
Black I White ' black to Black White black to
i i white white
! :
MEDIAN INCOME ! i
DY 2 2,806 § 23,114 ¢ 0.90 | 16,371 27,021 0.91
D < T 2,548 ! 2,823 . 0.90 ; 5,595 5,598 0,85
1972, ... s . 2,414 | 2,616 | 0.93 ! 5,280 6,172 0. 86
5 S 2,145 | 2,148 | 0.88 | 5,092 5,767 0.88
1970, ..o e . 2,063 2,266 | 0.91 ! 1,536 5,536 0.82
1969, ... e e .. 1,840 2,182 | 0.8 | 1,126 5,182 0.80
16675 R R 1,153 1,855 | 0.78 3,185 4,307 0.74
i ]
i |
. i ]
1974 i 13,368 13,625 ! 0.93 16,258 16,823 0.92
1973. .. i 3,030 3,299 ! 0.92 5,187 6,434 0.85
1972 3,042 3,190 ] 0.95 5,147 5,998 0.86
1971. 2,376 3,084 | 0.78 5,014 5,651 0.89
1970. . 2,341 | 2,800 | 0.84 4,447 5,112 0.82
1969 . 1,991 | o ' 0.74 4,009 5,078 0.79
10677 ... I,E:’_L\ z, 1y | 0.66 3,178 4,265 0.75

rRv'.-lscd_ based on processing corrections.

Note: A venr-round full-time worker ts one who ¥OTked primarily at fuli-time civilian jobs (35 hours or more per
week) for 50 weeks or more during the year,

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Dureau of the Cepsus, Current Populatton Reports, Series P-60, Nos. 75, 80, 85,
90, 91, and 99 and unpublished Current Popu’ation SUTVey data.
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Table 13-18. Poverty Status of Families With Female Heads: 1965 and 1970 to 1974

(Familices as of March of the following vear)

g Black families with female heads E LAite families with femple heads
! tomilies with Families with
P year pgti::v Percent fenale heuds ngsl::v Percent female ‘Yicads
| L below as parcent ’ o below as percent
! ggii:_ ., poverty of ali fami- | :::23_ poverty of all fami-
5 sands} { level lies below :';ds) level 1::8 below
i ’ i poverty level san poverty level
—— J— ! ; PR
DL X RN ; 1,024 ‘ 52.% 66.9 1,297 24,9 37.2
H 971 | 52.7 63.8 1,190 24.5 37.0
972 | 53.3 63.5 1,135 24.3 33.0
879 53.5 59.2 1,191 26.5 31.8
B34 54.3 56.3 1,102 25.0 29.7
‘720 I 63.6 38.0 1,197 31.0 24.8

'Black and other races.
Note: DBased on 1960 census population controls; therefore, not strictly comparahle with datn for later years
98 and

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Lureau of the Census, Current Popuiation Reports, Serles P-60, No.
Series P-23, Nos. -8 and 5.

Table 13-19. Reported Voter Participation for Wemen of Veii-~ - 7z by Region:
November 1964, 1966, and 1974

(Numbers 1in thousands)

T
t Congressional election Presidential election
Reglon }'—--" s = g —
! 1974 | 1970 ; 1966 1972 1968 19641
— e ..-.' S BT LR TN S o
BLACK ]—

I i !

Tota: Voting Age i i i

i

. V i . .

Unfted SEUteS.. . onoernnvrnnenenns ! 7,852 L, 328 5,785 7,459 6,031 6,113
SO, o ettt e s e e e 1,070 | 3,448 3.107 3,780 3,255 3,196
NOPEH and WeSt. ... ovorrveennnannnnne canen 5,782 2,9.::0; 2,678 3,679 2,776 2,918

Pereent who Reported They Registeced %

! 3
United States 56.5 | 807 | 50,5 65.9 . 65.9 (NA)
56.9 ! 57.4 1 53.1 6.3 61.0 (8A)
5¢ 2! FRIS I 60.0 67.4 71.6 (NA)

‘ i

i . ; |

| 34.1 i2.2 | 11.3 52.2 | 57.1 56.9
30.2 35.5 | 32,9 47.8 50.9 12.6
38.2 19.8 50.9 5G.6 61.4 72.5

, i

WHITE {

Total Voting Agec :

. |

1 !

Unfte o SEOLCS. . . veevrarrnneneeens . 65,979 37,300 53,676 64,139 55,180 52,368
SOUEN . oot e et et J‘ 19,602 16,185 , 15,344 18,750 15,451 14,196
North and Soutn....... 1 T : 16,377, 10,815 38,332 45,289 10,029 38,172

Percent who Reported They Registered .

Unfled SEALeS. .ovwrnrnronennenens. 62,8 §7.7 | 69.9 72.6 73.9 {NA)
SOULR. ..ttt ie e iiat e 59.1' 52.11 60.7 68.1 67.7 (NA)
NOFth 8Ad WeST.. ... .cereoreueneeneoeeenn 6.1 7.0 73.5 74.5 76.2 (NA)

Percent Who Reported They Voted ;

1

United SEateS. ..oveernaenee,oonnnns -1-1.9] 54.0 51.5 63.4 67.2 68.2
SOULN. s ot e e e e e . 31 sl 2.9 1.1 55.1 58.4 54.9
NOFth Bnd WeBT. .o\ uevvorerereaennnennoen 19.1 | 58.° 9 66.9 70.6 1

NA Not available.

'Black and other races.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 143, 174,
192, 228, and 253 and unpublished Current Population Survey data,
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Chapter 14.
SPANISH WOMEN

The preceding chapters of this report have focused on
the changing status of women over time, but because
data on the Spanish origin population are available only
for recent years, the assessment of the status of Spanish
origin women is restricted to 1974,

Women of Spanish origin are, on the average, younger
than women in the overall population; in 1974 the
median age of Spanish origin women was 20.9 years old
compared with a median age of 29.6 years old for all
women. One of every two women of Spanish origin was
under 21 years old, but only about 36 percent of all
women in the population were in that age category.
Although there were differences among the median ages
of women in the subcategories of Spanish origin (e.q.,
Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.}, the median age of women
in each Spanish origin subcategory (table 14-1) was
lower than the median age of all women in the
population.

The proportion single (never married) among Spanish
women was greater than for all women in the popu-
fation, but the proportion divorced among Spanish
women was about the same as for all women. However,
a larger proportion of Puerto Rican origin women were
either divorced or married with spouse absent than were
women in the other subcategories of Spanish origin.

The majority of Spanish origin families headed by
women lived in metropolitan areas in 1974, mostly
residing in the central cities of these areas, but the pro-
portion varied according to type of Spanish origin; foi
example, only about one of every two families headed
by women of Mexican origin lived in a central city in
1974, but about 86 percent of families headed by a

woman of Puerto Rican origin lived in a central city. In =~

contrast, one of every four female-headed families of
Mexican origin lived .in a nonmetropolitan area in 1974.

Female-headed Spanish families tended to be larger,
on the average, than female-headed fam.lies in the over-
all population. About 45 percent of all families headed
by a woman had only two persons in the family, com-
pared with one of every three for corresponding Spanish
origin families.

In 1974 women of Spanish origin were at a lower
educational attainment level than were all women in the
Nation, but younger women of Spanish origin were

76

closing the gap in educational attainment. About 28 per-
cent of Spanish origin women 45 to 54 years old had
completed high school, but about 50 percent of Spanish
origin women 25 to 29 years old had done so.

The unemployment rate for Spanish origin women
was higher than the rate for all women in 1974; about
10 percent of Spanish women 16 years old and over in
the civilian labor force wer? unemployed compared with
6 percent of all women in the civilian labor force. Labor
force participation rates differed by type of Spanish
origin. Although 40 percent of Mexican women, and 50
percent of women of other Spanish origin were in the
civilian labor force, anly one-third of Puerto Rican
women were in the civijian labor force in 1974.

A larger nroportion of employed Spanish women
were working in blue-collar jobs than were employed
women in the overall population. About one-third of
the employed women of Spanish origin had a blue-collar
occupation in 1974, yet only 16 percent of all em-
ployed women in the Nation were blue-collar workers
(e.g., craft and kindred workers, operatives, and non-
farm laborers). By contrast, a lower proportion of em-
ployed Spanish women, as compared to all employed
women, were working in professional and technical jobs;
about € percent of Spanish women were in professional .
occupations in 1974 compared with 16 percent for all
employed women. Puerto Rican women were less prone
to be working in a service occupation than wer2 other
emiployed Spanish origin women; although approxi-
m itely one of every four to five employed Mexican
origin wornen o: women of other Spanist origin were
duing service-ltype work in 1974, only 1 of every 10
Puerto Rican origin women were employed in a service

_occupation.

Median income of Spanish origin women in 1973, at
$2,700, -was not significantly different from that of all
wemen, $2,800. But there was a difference in median
income by type 7 3nanish origi-: women of Mexican
origin had a lows; :: edian income ($2,300) than women
of Puerto Rican ¢+igin ($3,600) and women of other
Spanish origin ($3,100).

Earnings of professional women of Spanish origin
were not, on the average, significantly different from
earnings of professional women in the overall popu-
lation. Also the median earnings of Spanish women
employed as service workers (except privaie houseliold
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workers) were not significantly different than the
median earnings of all women in the population simi-
larly employed.

There was some evidence that Spanish women earning
wages or salaries in 1973 (by working) in private in-
dustry had lower median earnings, $2,800, than all
women wage and salary workers in private industry.
Also, Spanish women earning wages or salaries in
government had substantially lower median earnings,
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$3,400, than the median for all women earning wages or
salaries in government employment, $5,300.

A significant proportion of female-headed Spanish
origin families were 'elow the poverty level in 1974.
About one-half of the families headed by women of
Spanish origin were helow the poverty level in 1974; by
contrast, one-third ¢, the female-headed families in the
Nation were below the poverty leve'.

Table 14-1. All Women and Women of Spanish Origin by Age and Type of Spanish Origin:
March 1974

(Noninstitutional population)

Women of Spanish origin
\ Total
A
women Puerto
al ea . 1
Tota Mexican Rican Other
Tatal women...eieeesae thousands, ., 107,077 5,510 3,196 830 1,483
Poereent . i iiiieeertsttennnas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 5 yeurs. e eeeeroeeooonaeanessss 7.9 12,7 13.6 2.4 11.0
5 to 13 yeurs.. ettt iiiiieneionnn 15.6 22.4 23.2 24.2 19.8
11 ind 15 ¥Years...ooovoen... eeereaeieenns 3.9 4.5 1.5 5.1 1.2
16 to 19 ¥ours. .ot iieerveesceecanronns 7.5 B.7 9.2 7.4 8.2
20 to 2 FOArS.ieaeieoerttnntoaranaans R.6 8.7 9.0 8.7 7.9
25 to 31 yYeurse . ceeeee. saaeaen P 13.8 14.5 13.4 17.9 15.0
35 to M yeurs..iiieeeeeieeeenn PR 10.8 11.5 11,4 11.1 12.1
15 to 31 JOArS. v eeneeeeeeenennns .. 11.4 8.1 7.9 7.1 9.2
55 20 61 YOUISeeeeeonenoaoesotosnsannas 9.5 5.0 1.3 4.1 6.9
65 yoars and OVer. ...ttt 11.3 3.8 3.5 1.9 5.7
1H years ind OVer. . oo veeeeoaconoecenn 69.1 53.9 53.8 54.9 60.8
21 YOATS ANd OVEle ceeeeeesesoeessosnnns 63.6 17.6 1R.9 55
Modidn HKC. e eieeeeeeresosonaenns yeurs.. 29.6 20.9 19.7 20.4 24.3
Sex rativ’..iiieeia., eeeeee e 91.2 95.9 102.0 86.4 88.3
'Includes Cuban, Central or South American, and other Spanish origin.
*Number of males per 110 females.
Source: 1.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 280.

86




78

Table 14-2. Marital Status of All Women and Women of Spanish Origin 14 Years Oid and Over
by Type of Spanish Origin: March 1974

(Noninstitutionnl population)

Women « © Spanish origin
Total - -
Marital status women Puer to
Total Mextiean Other!
Rican
f —
Total women 14 years and I
OVEL .ttt einioansecnnns thousands. . 82,2141 3,575 ' w022 926 1,027
Percent........coivvunnnn Ceeees 100.0 100.0 | L3¢, 0 100.0 100.0
Single (never married)......cocvevunn.. 22,5 26.8 ’ 27,3 25.0 26.6
Married, spouse present. 57.5 55.5 57,58 48.3 55.7
Married, spouse absent.. 3.6 7.2 * 5.9 15.7 5.4
Separated 2.7 5.8 4.5 {NA) I (NA)
Widowed...... PRI Cere e 11.9 6.2 5.7 5.3 7.5
Divorced.....ovvvuiinnnn. 4.4 4.3 3.7 S.SJ 1.8
NA Mot avaii e,
‘includes Cuban, Central or South American, and other Spanish or-gin,
vent Popitlation Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 271 and

Source:
280 and unpublished datn.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of

the Census, (

Table 14-3. All Families With Female Head and Families With Female Head of Spanish Origin by
Type of Spanish Origin and Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Residence: March 1974

Spanish origin
Area Total |
Total Mexican I Puer to Other!
Rican
- !
)
To PP . thousauds,, 6,804 11 196 | 127 88
....... e vee 100.0 100.0 mo.o‘ 100.0 100.0
MEUEODO.  Siiiiiiiiieenes e 74,4 83.6 | 714.5 l . 96.9 94.3
Tentra. » N 14,6 61.6 | 18.0 | 85.8 58.0
¥etroopotitan areas of 1,000,000 i i
OY MOY- ittt . 44,5 61.3 39.3: 83.5 78.4
Centrul eit . 25.6 42.6 19.9 74.0 46.6
Metropolitan areas H H !
1,000,000, ......... 21.0 16.5 | 21,4 | 10,2, 14.8
Central cities., 13.0 13.1 ¢ 17.9 I 7.9 10.2
M¢ trupolitar areas <! less than [ s |
50,000 9.0 7.8 . 13.3 ! 3.1 2.3
Censr . 6.0 v 5.8 i 10.2 3.1 1.1
NORPIrOpo L iTaN 2rn0S 00w ses .., eesteesan 25.6 lll.»li 25,5 | 3.1 5.7
c— : - 1 .
*Decfudes Cubay, Central or South American, and other Spanish .nr.iuln.
Sourza. ' S, Oupartment of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Lurrent Popus tion Reports, Serjes P-20, . 276 and
285 snd urpublishez data.
.
”~
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Selected Characteristics of All Female-Headed Families and Families With Female Head

Spanith origin
oo e e
Characteristic Totul I .
uert
iotal Mexican ruerto other!
{ Ricon
Iata) persons an tfemale-headed ¢
tantlies.. . .. ..., .. thousands, ., B 1,537 790 473 294
ALl temale~heaxded !
familics. .ooeeees. o thousands, < 111 196 127 88
bercent., e ! 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2 POrSUNS. . ceseeeersnssssssoossnsronsas 30,41 26,0 28.3 412.0
B T T T 25.1 25.0 25,2 26.1
B STy o 1 - TN ¢ 18.2 19.1 20.5 12.5
3 POTSONS. .t veeeesesrosossssesonscsnans 2 12,1 11.3 11.0 10.2
€ POTSONE. cvuveoensosoonsnnssansenntsan 1.1 6.6 7.7 6.3 3.4
7 PErSONS OF MOTC. L e eeeaaassasnaoons . 7.3 7.7 8.7 4.5
Mean . number of PerSONS...cueeceeeesses 3.1 3.70 1.03 3.72 3.341
Mean number of menbers
Under 18 . . 1.16 2.20 2.37 1.56
18 to G years.... . . 1.1 1.9 1.31 1.63
65 vears and over . . 0,27 0.10 0.01 0.1¢
Mean nuaber or own children under 18
B o 1.27 1.98 2.25 1.44
Own children uncer 6 S o 0.31 0.55 0.73 0.34
Own children under 3 ArS.ee.ineesas 0.12 0.26 0.27 0.08
Hneludes Cuban, Central or South American, and other Spanish origin,
No. 2%

Source:

1.3, Depart:ient of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Krports, Series p-20,

Table 14-5. Percent of All Women and Women of Spanish Origin 25 Years Old and Over by Type of
Spanish Origin, Years of School Completed, and Age: March 1974

(Noninstitution> population)
: Total women of Spapish origin
Years ¢! school completed and age ! women |
! Yotal Mexican Puerto Other!
i Rican
: :
PERCENT COMPLETED LESS THAN ‘,
5 YEARS OF SCHOOL '
Total women 25 yenrs and over.... | 1 19.5 25,8 19.8 8.3
TO 29 FeALS . euue. et iininniiieaain | 1.0 9.6 i 11.9 9.2 1.7
to F T 0.9, 7.4 10,1 (B) 1.7
to 41 years...oieeeeennn e 1.8, 16.7 22.1 19.1 3.4
to 5 years.e... ... ] 2.8 23,0 30,2 (B) 8.1
57 to 61 years..... . . 1.6 29,1 10,8 ~ (B) 11.7
63 years and OVer. . . ceeie it nae. E 10.8 | 19.1 61,0 (B) 25.9
H . 1
PFRCENT CRIPLETED <1 YEARS [ l ﬁ
LF HIGH SCHOOL OR MORE i 3 !
: H i
|
i . b
Total wesen, 25 years and over... 60,9 | 11,9 27.7 28.9 50.5
25 to 29 VeArs.... ....... 5 HOLR | 0.1 . 442 10.4 72.0
30 to 34 vears. ... : 77.1 . 7.5 1.9 (B) 60.0
35 to 41 years...,.. 0.1 37.5 30,0 26.9 58.1
45 . 6$3.7 i 28.2 18.4 (B) 51.5
55 K PR N H 1 16,1 9.1 (B) 25.2
65 vears and over,.,, 31.5 12.1 4.8 (B) 22.4
i
PERCENT COMPLETED 1 YEARS i
OF COLLEGE OR MORE ‘ l
. ‘ ’ 1
Total women, 25 yenrs ard over..,. i 10,1 ‘ 1.0 1.5 3.1 ! 8.7
t -
3 Base less than 75,000,
!Includes Cuban, Central or Scoush American, and other Spanish origin. .
Source: U.S. bepartment of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Curreant Population Reports, Series p-20, No. 280 and

unpubl ished data.
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Table 14-6. Employment Status of A “omen and Women of Spanish Origin 16 Years Oid and Over

iy Marital Stai::.

{Nonting. :./

-»d 7 pe of Spanish Origin: March 1974

.2 -1 populution. Numbers in thousands)

Marital status

Type of Spanish origin and Married
employment status Total |
: | Single s . s Divorced Widowed
pouse pouse
i present absent
5 - .
All women, 16 years and over....... | 78,131 14,389 47,824 2,975 3,629 9,814
Percent :n civilian labor force.. 45,2 57.2 B 55.2 72,9 24.8
Percent unemployed............... 6.0 9,1 4.7 10.3 4.8 4.7
Total Spanish origin women, 16 vears and
over...... ettt ettt et et ea e aees e 3,325 718 1,979 254 155 220
Percent in civilinn labor force...... 42,1 52,7 39.7 36.6 62,2 21.3
Percent unemployed................... 9.8 14.6 B0 12.9 4.2 (B)
Mexican origin women, 16 years and over.. 1,877 417 1,155 116 75 115
Porcent :n civilian labor force...... 40.3 51.5 36.3 4.5 61,2 2.2
Percent une 'ploved. .o, vee ierinenne.ns 9.8 13.5 ! 8.1 (B) (B) {(B)
Puerto Rican origin women, 16 years and
over. ., ..., it e st e et asssnsane 183 90 253 83 30 28
Percent in civilian labor force...... 33.7 35.5 36.1 18.5 (B) (B)
Percent unemployed......coeeueurinan. 9.8 (B) 7.7 (B) (B) (B)
Other Spanish origin women, 16 years and
OVEE ) e e 965 212 571 55 50 77
Percent in civilian labor force...... 49,4 62.3 48.0 (B) (B) 22.1
Percent unemployed. .o eneervnnn.nas. 9. 13.6 7.7 n (B) {B)

B Bascv less than 75,000.

ncludes Cuban, Central or South American, and other Spanish origin.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population

Survey, unpublished data.



Table 14-7. Empioyment Status and Major Occupation Group of All Woires:

Origin 16 Years Old and Over by Type of Spanish Origin: Marcin 1924

\Nominstitutional population)
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- of Spanish

} women 94 Spanisn origin
. ! Total
Employment status and occupation
I women . r\'l’ucrlo l
Total Mexaeant i .
i : Rican
i e et e e VVJ“
Total women, 16 years and | i
OVEF.ateresrnsenessesssthousands.. | 78,108 | 3,425 1,877 | LUK
i | ;
In ¢1vedian labor force.thousands.. ! 35,321 1,100 757 | 163 !
Percent unemployedeeieeaecsnees 6.0 9,8 9,7 i 9.8,
EMPLOYed. seceasaess.oothousands, . 33,200 ; 1,262 643 147 ¢
PErCONL e vsaaaeoassseectanssnce | 100.0 ! 100.0 1000 ! 100.0
v ! '
White-collor WOTKerSae uyaeaseameersane 62,0 1.2 3.6 42,1
Protessional, technical, and kindred ! : |
WOTLKOTS etaneassavssosanssosncnnas 15.5 6,0 1.5 ¢ 3 l|
slanagers and administrators, excep: ! j ' !
LATM. e asnsenvnnnansnrasnrenssasnsncs | 4.9 ! 2.9 1.5 1.8 |
ceees 6.7 ! 1.0 1.0 2.0 |
31.9 | 28,3 2.5 26.5 !
BlUue-cOl1ar WOTKEISeueuoaerovsoomnnsee | ) 33.4 e
Craft and kindred worker . : 1.7 2.1 4.8 |
Operatives, including transport.. ' 12.9 30.2 45,1 !
Laborers, excluding farmMesecseesccees 0.9 1.1 1.~|[
' ]
FUIm WOPKCTSeaesesssnassoncansnssosnons ! 1.3 2.6 2.0
Farmers and tarm managers. . 0.3 - -
Farm laborers and supervisors . 1.0 2.6 2.0
S50rvice WOrKCrSeseesoaococneens . 21,2 22,

-~ Represents zero or rounds Lo Zero.

!Includes Cubuan, Central or South American, and other Spanish origin,

sSource:

Other?

180
9.9

133
100.0

U.S. Department of Commerce, burecau of the Census, Current Populatijon R¢Norts, Series p-20, No. 280,

Table 14-8. Income in 1973 of All Women and Women of Spanish Origin 14 Years Old and Over by
Type of Spanish Origin: March 1974

{Noninstitutional population)

Women ©f Spanish origir
Total e e I —
Income women Puerto
N Total Mexitan Rica 1
n
I — 1
Total women, 14 years ana
Ul aaesacssescacsesseasthousands,. o 82,244 3,575
Total women with income.,.thousands.. ! 57,029 #,154
O 100.0 100.0
1
31 t0 3999 OF 1OSSese.iscsscscsovenassanecss 21.6 21,0
£1,000 10 51,999, vausencenns , 17.7 18.0
32,000 to §2,999.. ' 13.4 15.9
$3,000 to 33,999, 10,1 : 12,11
34,000 o $1,999.. . 8.1 1¢.3
£5,000 to $6,999.... . 125 | 12,9
27,000 to i7,999.... i 4.5 3.3 ¢
38,000 to £9,999. .. .u0us 5.8 3.8
310,000 to .514,999.... { 4.8 2.1
315,000 to 24,999, c000.ncenencans I 1.1 0.4 !
525,000 aNd OVET.ee.vossscssososooosssncnes | 0.2 9.1
|
sidian income of women with inNCumCee.eee.se ! 42,796 52,652

- Represents zero or rounds to zero.
!includes Cuban,

Central or South American,

and uther Spanish o:igin,

Other!

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Ceisus, Current Pupulatien HePorts, Ser.vn P20, No, 2RO,
othuiudpoduigh PPt Myt teb L J. S 4
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Table 14-9. Median Earnings in 1973 of All Women and Women of Spanish Origin 14 Years Old and
Over With Earnings by Occupation of Longest Job in 1973 and Class of Worker of Longest Job in
1973: March 1974 '

Civilian noninstrtut fonal population)

Self=employed workers.e.ee.
Unpaid tamily workers

Occuputl ton and cliass of worker ! ALl fomen o1 Spanish
wonen origin
UCCUPAT 10X !

Fotal, Wilh CRININES.eieeececessscocaacaa | L3, U8R L2 815
Professronal, technical, and kindred workers... ‘ 6,909 5,715
Managers and administralors, except fiIfeeees.. | 5,669 ) {B)
SAleS WOIKUDS cieeiaeeecacaacancacecaans . 1,66 1,215
Clerteal and Kindred WOorkers...oo.. ve ! 4,302 3,802
Cruft and Kindred workers.eoo.oeoae e 4,327 B
Operutives, including transport....... ee | 3,605 3,184
Laborers, excludipe farm.. e i 2,018 (§13]
Farmers and farm muKigers..... .. ( 1,396 (B)
Farm laborers and supervisors..es... ! 139 768
service workers, except private house . 1,824 2,050
Priviate household WorKeIS.eeeessessssaaaacennse ‘ 136 815

CLASS OF WORKER :

i
Private wage or Salury wWorkCrS.ieseeeceescecses | i, 060 2,760
Government wape or salury wWorkCrS.ceeeecceceeees | B 3,370
! 1,133 (B)

360 )

B Basce less than 75,000,
source: U.s, Uepartment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Populution Reports, Scries P-60, No. 97 and
Sertes P=200 Nu. 280,

jable 14-10. Poverty Status in 1873 of Families With Female Heads and Female Unrelated
Individuals by Age for All Womer: anti VWWomen of Spanish Origin: March 1974

‘Nonmstitutional pomuiation.  Numoers in thousands )

! Total . Spanmish origin
1
Age } 1 Below poverty level Below poverty level
! Total — T Total
: Number . Percont I Numbor Percent
— ‘ - ’ ‘
Female family heads.ioieieaeee, 801 2,193 32.2 411 | 211 51.4
i N
Under 25 years .. H6 391 ! 61.5 16" 33 (3)
25 to 31 years . 1,185 706 17.6 f 106 72 8.0
35 to ‘Bl years. . 1,119 | 193 - 31.8 | 107 | 57 53.4
15 to 54 years . 1,256 261 20.7 ¢ 73] 28 (B)
55 Lo 61 yoors. 902 150 16.7 | 52 } 14 B)
65 years ANt OVCFeesessaecoacocsasases 1,136 191 16.8 | 25 6 .B)
. ! i
Fe unrelated mndavidusls... . 10,719 . 179 29.7 } 211 | 89 | 41.6
. - I H
Under 35 years.ieeiioeececieciasanes 2,100 ¢ 657 ! 27.3 | 82 31 38.4
35 10 51 WURISeeiieieereeniiinieieans | 1,538 - 351 | 23,8 | 39 13 (B)
AN OVCrataeeesttasansenaans | 5,777 | 2,166 32.0} 92 45 18,9

B Base less than 75,000,
Swurce:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census, Current Populuation lieports, series P-60, No. 98 and
unpubl 1shed data,
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APPENDIX A

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Most of the statistics in this report are from the
Bureau of the Census, but some data are from other
government agencies. Specific sources are cited below
each table. Data for the decennial census years (e.g.,
from 1970, 1960, etc.), are usually from the Census
Bureau’s censuses of population or the Current Popu-
lation Survey, whereas, data from time periods between
census years are most often from the C -rent Popu-
lation Survey.

. There have been a few changes in data collection in
past years that may have some effect on data com-
parisons over time. Changes in survey sample size and
coverage of registration of vital events (births and
deaths) have improved data reliability. Population bases
for surveys have been revised periodically. The data
collected from the 1972 through 1975 Current Popu-
lation Surveys shown in this report are, in some
instances, not entirely comparable with earlier years
because of revisions in the Current Population Survey.
Starting in January 1972, 1970 census-based population
controls, changes in the metropolitan residence defini-
tion, and other mate: als were introductd into the sam-
pling and estimation procedures. The major factor
affecting comparability at the national level is the intro-
duction of population controls based on the 1970
~ensus. Figures for previous years are tied in with earlier
census-..ased population controls. Basically, these
changes should have no substantial impact on summary

measures, such as medians and means, and on propor--

tional measures, such as percent distributions and ratios.
However, the changes may have more impact on the
population levels in different subgroupings or within a
particular category. A detailed description of the
changes appears in the Bureau of Labor Statistics report,
Employment and Earnings, Vol. 18, No. 8, February
1972.

Data on health and mortality from the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare (HEW) are from actual
death records and cover all reported deaths in the
United States. Prior to 1930, data were from death regis-
tration States only. In 1920, 34 States reported and in
1900, 10 Statrs reported. HEW da..1 on education are
from administrative records of colleges and universities.
Most of the labor ferce data published by the Depart-
ment of Labor in chapters 7, 9, 10, and 13 are from the
Current Fopulation Survey conducted by the Bureau of
the Census.
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Income. Data on income covers moln'ey income only,
prior to deduction for taxes, received from such sources
as wages or salaries, net income from self-employment,
Social Security, dividends, interests, public assistance
and welfare, unemployment compensation, goverrment
pensions, veterans’ payments, etc. (Certain m oney
receipts such as capital gains are not included.) Tt.zre-
fore, money income does not reflect the fact that many
families received part of their income in the form of
nonmoney transfers such as food stamps, health ben-
efits, and subsidized housing; that many farm families
receive nonmoney income in the form of rent-free hous-
ing and goods produced and consumed on the farm; or
that nonmoney incomes are also received by some non-
farm resideiits which often take the form of the use of
business transportation and facilities, full or partial pay-
ments by business for retirement programs, medical and
educational expenses, etc. These elements should be
considered when comparing income levels. For a more
detailed explanation, see U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Current Population Reports, Series P-60, Nos. 101 and
102. ’

Poverty index. Families and unreiated individuals are
classified as being above or below the low-income level,
using the poverty index adopted by a Federal In-
teragency Committee in 1969. This index centers
around the Department of Agriculture’s Economy Food
Plan and reflects the differing consumption require-
ments of families based on their size and composition,
sex and age of the family head, and farm-nonfarm
residence. The low-income cutoffs for farm families
have been set at 85 percent of the nonfarm levels. These
cutoffs are updated every year to reflect the changes in

the Consumer Price Index. The poverty thresholu for a

nonfarm family of four was $5,038 in 1974, $3,968 in
1970, and $3,022 in 1960. The poverty data exclude
inmates of institutions, members of Armed Forces living
in barracks, and unrelated individuals under 14 years of
age. For a more “'=tailed explanation, see U.S. Bureau: of
the Census, Cu. "nt Population Reports, Series P-60,
No. 102.

Definitions and explanations for most subjects in this
report are ‘ound in the publications referenced below

each table.
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SOURCE AND RE LIABILITY oF THE ESTyaTES

Source of Data, Mot of the estimates in this repo:
are based on data @M the Bureau of the Censyg collect-
ed in the Current POpUlgtion SurveY and in the
decennial censuses OF Nopulation, Dat@ were gi50 pro-
vided by thr Buresd OF Labor Statistics and he Man-
power Administration, poth of the DePaftment of
Labor; the National Cehtgr for Hee'th Statisting and the
National Center fof EUycation Statistics, boy, of the
Department of Health, Education, and We'fafe;and the
Law Enforcement AsSistance Administration ‘snd the

‘Federal Bureau of Investigation, both of the Depart-
ment of Justice. The sources of data in each table can be
found at the bottom of that table. Brief descriptions of
the sources and procedures by which data from the
Buregu of the Census were obtained are presented
below. Sources and procedures for the data provided by
other agencies can be obtained from the individual pub-
lications referenced in the report.

Current population survey (CPS). The following table
provides a description of some aspects of the Current
Population Survey design.

Descriptiay, of the Current Population Survey

— T e T T T T N
Number of Number of Household eligible Households
Time Period T“‘Ple countieos Inter- Not inter- | iSited, not
reas interviewed
viewed viewed R
e e T e e e —
Aug. 1972 to pr&SENt. ..., .. e 461 2923 45,000 2,000 8,000
Aug. 1971 to Jubv 1972...... 449 ’863 45,000 2,000 8,000
Jan. 1967 to Juk¥ 1971...... 449 °863 48,000 2,000 8,500
March 1963 to 1&C, 1966.....-°" 357 “701 33,500 1,500 6,000
Jan. 1960 to Fel* 1963,......-- 333 641 33,500 1,500 6,000
May 1956 to Decr I959........-¢ 330 “638 3,,500 1,500 6,000
Feb., 1954 to Apfil 1956......- ‘ 230 2453 21,000 | 500-1,00) 3,000-3,500
1947 to Jan ISA_,.., ... 68 125 21,000 | 500-1,000 3,000-3,500
GRS SARASSI SE I

lThese are WOUSOhoIds which Were yigited, but were found to be vacant or otherwise not to

be interviewed,.

2These are tN® hymber of counties _,d independent cities that are included in the sample

arens.
Columbia.

The estimating proequrs ysed for the 1972 hrough
1975 data involved th® inflation of Weightey sample

_results to indeperd€nt egtimates of the Civiljzy non.

institutional popullation of the united States py age,
race, and sex. Thes# iMdependent est!Mates were based
on statistics from the 1970 Census Of P°pU|ation; sta-
tistics on births, cle@thy, immigration and Emigration;
and statistics on the Stfngth of the Armed Forces. For

. data colircted in the Currgnt Popylation Surveys in the

years 1960 through 1971,. the independent egimates
used were based on Statigtics from th® 1960 Census of
Population.

Decennial census 01 pebulation. Decennia) census
data in this report 3 € Pased on complete CoUnys or on
the samples assnciaté  With the censuS. YesCringions of
the 5, 15 and 20 p¢fcéht samples can be foung in the
appropriate census Publications, The 0 1,5n-1000
sample is a stratified systematic $2MPle of ope-
thousandth of the NOUSRholds erumerated In the 1960
Census of Population:

9

These @3\ gere choseN tO bPryyide coverage in each State and the District of

Vital statistics data. Data on mortality rates are pub-
lished by the Office of Health Statistics Analysis of the
National Center for Health Statistics, Depariment of
Health, Education, and Welfare. Data on number of
deaths (numerators of death rates) are gathered from
the offices of vital statistics of State governments with
the assistance of the Public Health Service. Decennial
census figures by age, sex, and race, with adjustments,
are used for the denominators of death rates.

1967 survey of economic opportunity. The 1967
Survey of Economic Opportunity (SEO) sample was
spre-- over 357 areas comprising 701 counties and in-
dependent cities with coverage in each of the 50 States
and the District of Columbia. Approximately 29,000
accupied households were eligible for interview. Of this
number about 2,500 of the occupied units were visited
but interviews were Not obtained because the occupants
were not found at home after rej-eated calls or were un-
available for some other reason. ! addition to the
29,000, there were also about 7,700 sample units which
were yisited but were found to be vacant ar othenwvisn
not to be interviewed.
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The SEO sample was selected so that there was a
disproportionately large sample from the black and
other races population. The weights applied to each
sample case were adjusted to reflect this. This sampling
procedure was used to provide more reliable estimates
for black and other races populations although it was
known that reliability of estimates, nc' broken down
by race, and estimates for whites would be reduced.

Reliability of the Estimates. Since the CPS estimates
in this report are based on a sample, they may differ
somewhat from the figures that would have been ob-
tained if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions and enumerators. There
are two types of errors possible in ar estimate based on
a sample survey—saimpling and nonsampling. For esti-
mates in this report indications of the magnitude of
sampling error are provided but the extent of non-
sampling error is unknown. Consequently, particular
care should be exercised in the interpretation of fig-
ures based on a relatively small number of cases or on
small differences between estimates.

Nonsampling variability. As in any survey work, the
results are subject to errors of response and nonreport-
ing in addition to sampling variability. Nonsampling
errors can be attributed to many sources, e.g., inability
to obtain information about all cases in the samplr,
definitional difficulties, differences in the interpreta-
tion of questions, inability or unwillingness to provide
correct information on the part of respondents, inability
to recall information, mistakes mace in collection such
as in recording or coding the data, mistakes made in pro-
cessing the data and mistakes made in estimating values
for missing data. To date, emphasis has been placed on
identificatior and control of nonsampling errors and not
on providing estimates of magnitude of such errors in
the data.

Sampling variability. Since the magnitude of non-
sampling errors is unknown, the reliability of an esti-
mate is described only in terms of standard errors. These
are primarily measures of sampling variability, that is,
of the variations that occur by chance because a sample
rather than the whole of the population is surveyed. As
calculated for this report, the standard error also
partially measures thc zifect of certain response and
enumeration errors, but it does not measure, as such,

any systematic biases in the data. The chances are about

68 out of 100 that an est.mate from the sample would
differ from a complete census figure by less than the
standard er.or. The chances are about 90 out of 100
that this difference would be less than 1.6 1 ~es the
standard errcr, and the chances are about 95 out of 100
that the difference would be less than twice the
standard error.

All statements of comparison involving Bureau of
the Census data appearing in the text are significant at
a 1.6 standard error level or better, and most are signifi
cant at a level of more than 2.0 standard errors. This
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means that for most differences cited in the text, the
estimated difference is greater than twice the standard
error of the difference. Statements of comparison quali-
fied in some way (e.g., by the use of the phrase, ’some
evidence’’) have a level of significance between 1.6 and
2.0 standard errors. Comparisons involving data or state-
ments from journal articles or publications not written
at the Bureau of the Census do not necessarily meet
these statistical standards.

Note when using small estimates. Percent distribu-
tions are shown in the report only when the base of the
percentage is greater than 75,000. Because of the large
standard errors involved, there is little chance that per-
centages would reveal useful information when com-
puted on a smaller base. Estimated totals are shown,
however, even though the relative standard errors of
these totals are larger than those for the corresponding
percentages. Thesa smaller estimates are provided pri-
marily to permit such combinations of the categories
as serve each user’s needs.

Comparab: :ty with other data. Data obtained from
the CPS are not entireiy comparable with data obtained
from other governmental sources. This is due in large
part to differences in interviewer training and experi-
ence and in differing survey processes. This is an addi-
tional corponent < f error not reflected in the standard
error tables. Therefore, caution should be used in com-
paring results between these different sources.

Reliability of an estimated percentage. The reli-
ability of an estimated percentage, computed by using
sample data for both numerator and denominator,
depends upon both the size of the percentage and the
size of the total upon which the percentage is based.
Estimated percentages are relatively more reliable than
the corresponding estimates of the numerators of the
percentages, particularly if the percentages are 50 per-
cent or more.

Standard Error Tables and Their Use

Standard errors for data based on the CPS. Instead
of providing individual standard error tabic. ~r each
characteristic of interest, generalized standard error
tables for estimated numbers and estimated percentages,
by race, re provided in tables A-1 through A-4 to con-
serve space. Table A-5 provides factors which must be
used to calculate standard errors for each characteristic.
These factors must be applied to the generalized stand-
ard errors in order to adjust for the combined effect of
the sample design and the estimation procedure on the
vabss nf the characteristic. For example, to produce

T2 standard errors for total or white esti-
n . f overty persons based on data collected for
the . . dter January 1967, multiply the appropriate
figures in tables A-1 or A-3 by the factor 1.7. The
factors for families should be used for items which can
typically appear only once in a given household or
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family, e.g., "’'number of household heads” or number
of female household heads.”” The determination of the
proper factor for a percentage depends upon the subject
matter of the numerator of the percentage, not the de-
nominator. For example, if a percent referred to the
percentage of college educated women who voted in
the last election, then the factor for voting would be
used. However, if a percent referred to the percent-
age of women voting in the tast election who were
college educated, then the factor for education would
be used.

A separate standard error table, table A-6, provides
standard errors of estimated fertility rates. The sampling
variability on the rate of children born per 1,000
women depends on the shape of the distribution on
which the rate is based, the size of the sample, the
sample design and the use of ratio estimates.

The figures presented in- tables A-1, A-2, A-3, A4,
and A-6 provide approximations to standard errors of
various CPS estimates shown in this report. In all the
standard error tables, standard errors for intermediate
values not shown may be approximated L, interpola-
tion. In order to derive standard errors that would be
applicable to a wide variety of items and could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approximations
were required. In addition, where two or more items
have nearly equal standard errors, such as total popu-
lation and white population, one table is used to re-
present them. As a result, the tables of standard errors
(along with the factors) provide an indication of the
order of magnitude of the standard errors rather than
the precise standard error for any specific item.

Table A-1. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers
Total, White or Spanish Origin

(68 chances ou! of 100. Numbers in thousands)

Size of Standard Size of Standard

estimate error estimate error
25, 0000 7 2,500..... 71
50. ... . 10 5,000..... 100
100........ 14 10,000.... 138
250, ... ... 23 25,000.... 204
500........ 32 50,0001, .. 251
1,000...... 45 .

'for estimates larger than 50,000,000
multiply the estimate by 0.005 to get the
standard error.

Note: For a particular characteristic
see table A-5 for the appropriate factor
to apply to the above standard errors.
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Table A-2. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers

Black and Other Races

(68 chances out of 100. Numbers in thow. nds)

Size of Standard Size of Standard
estimate error estinate error
25... ... 8 1,000..... 51
50, e 12 2,500..... 76
100........ 17 5,000..... 96
250........ 26 10,0001, .. 97
500........ 37 -

l¥or estimates larger than 10,000,000
multiply the estirate by 0.010 to get the
standard error.

Note: For a particular chafacteristic
sec table A-5 for the appropriate factor to
apply to the above standard errors.

Standard errors for data based on the derennial
censuses. Sampling errors of all data from 5, 15 and 20
percent samples of the decen:  censuses shown in this
report are small enough to L. disregarded. However,
the standard errors may be found in the appropriate
census volumes.

Standard errors for data based on wne 1960 census 1-
in-1000 sample. Standard errors for cducational data
based on the 1960 census 1-in-1000 sample are esti-
mated by applying the appropriate factor given in foot-
note 5 in table A-5 to the standard errors shown in tables
A-1, A-2, A-3, or A4,

Standard errors for dsta based on the survey of
economic opportunity. Standard errors for data based
on the Survey of Economic Opportunity can be obtain-
ed by multiplying the appropriate standard errors in
table A-1, A-3, or A-6 by 1.45 for the total or white
population, and the standard errors in table A-2, A-4,
or A-6 by 1.3 for the black and other races population.

Standard errors for data based on vital statistics.
Since sample data are not involved in the numerator of
any vital rate {mortality or fertility), the standard errors
for such rates are zero.

Hlustration of the use of tables of standard errors.
Table 4-4 of this report shows that in 1975 there were
7,242,000 famities with female heads. Table A-1 shows
the standard error on an estimate of this size to be
approximately, 117,000. The factor in table A-5 for
he'isehold characteristics for families is 0.8, thus the
standard error is approximately 94,000 = 117,000 x 0.8.
The chances are 68 out of 100 that the estimate would
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have been a figure differing from a complete census
figure by less than 94,000. The chances are 95 out of
100 that the estimate would have been a figure differ-
ing from a complete census figure by fess than 188,000
(twice the standard error).

Table A-3. Standard Errors of Estimawad Percentages

Total, White or Spanish Origin

(68 chances out O'f 100)

Base of Estimate pecentage
estimated
percentage | 2 or{ 5 or|10or{ 25 or 50
(thousands) 98 95 90 75
75 e cnenn.. 2.3 1 3.6 |5s.0 7.2 8.
100......... 2.0 3.1 4.3 6.2 7.
250. . 1.3 2.0 2.7 3.9 4.
5000 ... 0.9 1.4 1.9 2.8 3.
1,000....... 0.6 1.0 1.4 2.0 2.
2,500....... 0.4 |'0.6 0.9 1.2 1.
5,000....... 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.
10,000...... 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.
25,000...... 0.13] 0.2 0.3 0.4 0
50,000...... 0.09]10.14] 0.2 0.3 0.
100,000..... 0.06] 0.10| 0.14 0.2 0.
Note: For a particular characteristic

see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to
apply to the above standard errors.

Table A-4. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages

Black and Other Races 3

(68 chances out of 100)

TR WM ST O WS U IS e
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Table 4-4 also shows that of the 7,242,000 families
with female heads, 1,994,000 or 27.5 percent had one
own child under 18. Table A-3 shows the standard error
of 27.5 percent on a base' of 7,242,000 to be approxi-
mately 0.8 percentage points. Table A-5 shows the
factor for household characteristics is 0.8. Applying this
factor to the standard error ubtained from table A-3
provides a standard error of approximately 0.6 percent:
age points. Consequently, chances are 68 out of 100
that the estimated 27.5 percent would be within 0.6
percentage points of a complete census figure, and
chances are 95 out of 100 that the estimate would

"be within 1.2 percentage points of a complete census

figure, i.e., this 95 percent confidence interval would be
from 26.3 1. 28.7 perceont.

Standaré Er:¢i of a Difference. For a difference be-
tween two sample ostimates, the standard error is
approximatery =m.:al to the square root of the sum of
the squared standard errors of the estimates; the esti-
mates can !~ of numbers, percents, ratios, medians, etc.
This will represent the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between two estimates of
the same characteristic in two different areas, or for the
difference between separate and uncorrelated character-
istics in the same area. If, however, there is a high
positive correlation between the two characteristics, the
formula will overestimate the true standard error.

Hlustration of the computation of the siandard . o0r
of a difference between estimated numt.rs, Table 4-4

of this report shows that in 1960 there - - - 4,196,000
families with female heads. The app:: .i: .0 - @i he-
twe 0 the number of families with fe v .n 1975
and 1960 is 3,046,000. The standard -.- ,242,000
female-headed families in 19756 s v ©- as shown
above. Table A-1 and the fact~ iable 2.5 chow Lhe
standard error on an estimate of L183.3G30 to be

approximately 91,000. To get the siandarii ci:ui uf the
estimated change, the standard error of 3 difference
formula is used as follows: ’

Cixey) T \/_(;;....‘:TY2

Therefore, the standard error of the estimated change of

131,000 = \/ (94,000)2 +{91,000)% .

i’his means the chances are 68 out of 100 that the esti-
mated difference based on the sample estimates would
vary from the clifference derived using complete census
figures by less than 13 ..000. The 68 percent confidence

Base of Estimated percentage
Estimated -
percentage | 2 or! 5 or|1l0or| 25 or
(thousands) 98 95 90 75 50
75, 2.7 | 4.2| 5.8 8.4 9.6 3,046,000 is about
100......... 2.3 3.6 5.0 7.2 8.4
250. .. ... ... 1.5 2.3 3.2 4.6 5.3
500......... 1.0 1.6 2.2 3.2 3.7
1,000....... 0.7 1.2 1.6 2.3 2.6
Z2,500....... 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.4 1.7
5,000.......10.3 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.2
10,000 ... ... 0.2 0.4 0 - 0.7 0.8
25,60, ..., | 0.15| 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.5
Note: For a particular characteristic

see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to
apr » to the above standard errors.

'Some tables in this report do not show the bases of the
percentages. The bases may be obtained by referring to the
source of the data indicated at the bottom of each table.
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interval around the 3,046,000 difference is from
2,915,000 to 3,177,000, i.e., 3,046,000 = 131,000.
A conclusion that the average estimate of the difference
derived from all possible samples of the same size and
design lies within a range computed in this way would
be correct for roughly 68 percentof all possibte samples.
The 95 percent confidence interval is 2,784,000 to
3,308,000; thus, we can conclude with 95 percent con-
fidence that the number of families with female heads
in 1975 is actually greater than the number of female-
headed families in 1960.

tllustration of the computation of the standard esror

of a difference between estimated percentages. Table
4-4 shows that of the 4,196,000 female-headed families
in 1960, 785,000 or 18.7 percent had one own child
under 18 while, as shown above, 27.5 percent of female-
headed families in 1975 had one own child under 18.
The standard error on 18.7 percent, using table A-3
and factor table A-5 is found to be 0.9 percent; thus the
standard error of the difference of 8.8 percent is
approximately

1.1 =/ (0.6)2 +(0.9)* .

The 95 percent confidence interval around the 8.8 per-
cent difference is from 6.6 to 11.0; we can conclude
with 95 percent confidence that the percent of female-
headed famities in 1975 was actually higher than the
percent in 1960.

Standard Error of an Arithmetic Mean. To get a
rough estimate of the standard error of a mean, the
following formula can be used:

where n is the weighted total number of cases jn all ¢
classes, p; is the proportion of total cases in the i class,
x; is the midpoint of the ith class (or discrete value of
the ith class), and X is the mean value of the distribution:

R is a constant which depends on the sample size, the
sample design, and the estimation procedure. For cal-
culations in this report, R = 1425 may be used.

Certain mean values listed in the tables of this report
were not calculated using the formula tor X given above.
Rather, they were calculated as the ratio of two num-
bers. For example, the mean number of children per
fanily is calcufated as

x = total number of children

y  total number of families

The calculation of standard errors of ratios is discussed
in the s *i+n on *'Standard Error of a Ratio”.

Standard Error of a Meadian. The standard error of
an estimated median depends upon the form as well as
on the size of the distribution from which the median
is determined. An approximate method for measuring
the reliability of a median is to determine an interval
about the estimated median, such that there is a stated
degree of confidence that the median based on a com-
plete census lies within the interval. The following pro-
cedure may be used to estimate confidence limits of a
median based on sample data:

1. Determine, using factor table A-5 and table A-3
or A-4, the standard error on a 50 percent char-
acteristic, using the appropriate base® ;

2. add to and subtract from £0 percent the standard
error determined in step ;

3. using the distribution of the characteristic?,
calculate the confidence interval corresponding
to the two points established in step 2.

A two standard error confidence interval may be deter-
mined by finding th-- values corresponding to 50 percent
plus and minus twice the standard error determined in
step 1.

Ilustration of the computation of a confidence inter-
val for a median. Table 14-8 of this report shows that
the median income of Mexican women with income
was $2,270 in 1973. The size, or base, of the distribu-
tion from which this median was determined is
1,177,000.

1. Table A-3 shows that the standard error of 50
percent on a base of 1,177,000 is about 2.2 per-
cent. Applying the appropriate factor from table
A-5, the standard error then is 2.2 x 0.8 = 1.8 per-
centage points.

2. To obtain a two standard error confidence inter-
val on the estimated median, initially add to and
subtract from 50 percent twice the standard
error found in step 1. This yields percentage
limits of 46.4 and 53.6. .

3. From table 14-8 it can be seen that 44.4 percent
had incomes under $2,000 and 17.7 percent had
incomes between $2,000 and $2,999. Using linear
interpolation, the lower limit of the confidence
interval is about:

$1,099 + (32,999 - $1,999) (4—6—'41—‘74#) - $2,112.
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2Many tables in this report do not show the bases or distribu-
tions on which the medians were calculated. The bases and distri-
butions or standard errors of these medians may be obtained by
referring to the source of the data indicated at the bottom of
each table.
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| ’ i
1ployment: . i 1 7
1 but Spantsh®.....eree 09,5 {X) L.l X) .3 (X)
antsh?. ... 0. (x) x) x) (X (x)

i Vatues for these characteristics by age, race and sex Are not cstimates from the CPS but are ottained from an {ndependent snurce and are

! in the estizating procedure for the CPS., Thus these values have nn sampling error associated with them.

I Not applicable.

‘Factors found in this column should also be used for unrclated individuals for ali except the marital status category. For this category,
family standard errors for unrclated individuals,

‘Apply the fuctors in this ros teble A-1 or table A-]3,

To ehtaln the factors for tncome and poverty data coltected in 1367, multiply the factor for the perfod January 1967 to the present by 1.2,
‘For 1957 SEO data, multiply the standard errors in table A-l or table A-D by L.45 for total or white, and by 1.3 for black and other,

‘Far 1960 Decennial Crnsus l-tn-l0N0 data for persons, multiply the standard errors in tables A-1 through A-4 by 0.8 and for families,

:1ply the standard errors by 0.6,
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Similarly, the upper limit may be found by linear inter-
polation to be about:

$1,999 + (52,999 - $1,999) (@%ﬁ) - $2,519.

Thus, an approximate 95 percent confidence interval
around $2,270 ranges from $2,112 to $2,519.

Standard Error of a Ratio. The standard error of a
ratio, where the numerator and denominator are both
sample estimates but the numerator is not a subset of
the denominator, cannot be read directly from any of
the standard error tables. it is possible 70 approximate
the standard error of a ratio of estimates using the
following fermula:

s 2 (2 ()]

R

The ratio,—::—, can be a ratio of two estimated numbers,

e.g., total number of children divided by total number
of families; or it can be a percent ctvange where x is the
new value and vy is the old value; or it can be a ratio
of percents or a ratio of medians.

Hlustration of the computation of the standard error
of a percent change. Table 4-4 shows that the percent
change in the number of families with female heads
from 1960 through 1975 was 72.6 percent. in the
section “Standard Error of a Difference’ it was shown
that the standard errdr on 7,242,000 female-headed
families in 1975 was 94,000 and the standard error on

4,196,000 families with female heads in 1960 was
91,000. Using the above formula, the standard error on
the 72.6 percent increase is about:

_ /[7.242,000¥ ( 94,000 )2 +(91,000 ¥
%(72.6%) / \4,196,000/ | \7,242,000/ "\4,196,000

=0.044 = 4.4%

Thus, an approximate 95. percent confidence interval
around 72.6 percent ranges from 63.8 to 81.4 percent.

Computation of the standard error of a ratio of
medians. Table 10-3 shows that the ratio of women’s to
men’s income in 1974 was 0.57. The section on the
»Standard Error of a Median’’ explains how to calculate
the standard error of $6,772 and $11,835, the medians
used to form the ratio. In this instance, one must refer
to the sources at the bottom of table 10-3 to obtain
distributions or standard errors for these medians, since
the distributions are not shown in the tat'es. Once the
standard errors have been obtained, the calculation
would be, exactly like the example for a percent change
shown above. The equation used to obtain the standard
error on 0.57 then would be:

_ /6,172 )2 (086,772 )2 +<°S11,835)2
"(se 772 ) \r1.835 6,772 11.835

Table A-6. Standard Errors of Estimated Fertility Rates

(68 chances out of 100)

Number of women Children born per 1,000 women
(thousands) 500 1,000 | 1,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,000 | 3,500 | 4,000
250% st 53 91 128 164 201 . 238 274 311
500w e eeenn. 37 64 90 116 142 168 194 220
750 e 30 52 74 95 116 137 158 179
1,000 e 26 45 64 82 101 119 137 155
2,000 e een i 19 32 45 58 71 84 97 110
5,000 ccnennennn. 12 20 29 37 45 53 61 70
20,000, .+ cveeneen.. 8 14 20 26 32 38 43 49
15,000 + v eennnn.. 7 12 17 21 26 31 36 40
20,000, .\ \neennnn. 6 10 14 19 23 27 31 35
25,000+« \nennnnn.. 5 9 13 17 20 24 28 31

Note: Multiply the above standard errors by 1.45 for data from the Survey of Economic
Opportunity.

To obtain standard errors for metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence fertility rates,
multiply the above standard errors by 1.41.
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ANNOUNCING a Bicentennial edition of
the basic reference book

DATA
More than 12,500 time series,

mostly annual, on American social,
economic, political, and geographic
development covering periods from
1610 to 1970.

TEXT

References to other sources,
description of development and
reliability of the data, and definitions
of terms.

SOURCE NOTES

Precise references to criginal sources
for further study and additional
information.

INDEXES
Time period index and detailed
alphabetical subject index.

$26.00 (cloth)
A total of 1,298 pages,
issued as Part 1 and Part 2.

opies may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Cffice, Washington D.C. 20402, or from
U.S. Department of Commerce District-Offices or
GPO Bookstores located in major cities.
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Census Data for Comimunity Action
shows how data from the 1970
census on such subjects as age,
family size, education, and income
are useful in locating problem areas,
developing solutions, and pro-
moting improvement programs.

With emphasis on census tract and
city block statistics, Census Data
for Community Action introduces
the reader to simple methods of
applying census data to his own
local community.

At the community level for ex-
ample, census data can be used in
planning adult education programs,
day-care centers, improving voter
registration, and in estimating the
impact of expressway construction
through populated areas.

23 pp. at 50 cents

Now available from the Subscriber
Services Section (Publications),
Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D.C. 20233.

“ﬁ‘m‘gﬁnﬂnm

S

Census Data for Community
Action, Issued by the Bureau ¢
the Census, Instructs and Assist
Concerned Citizens in Using

Census Data for Analyzing Neig
borhood Problems and Planning

Action Programs.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE o BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

(please detach alon3 this dotted line)

ORDER FORM

Please send me copies of

Census Data for Community Action at 50 cents each

MAIL ORDER FORM WITH PAYMENT TO

Subscriber Services Section (Publications)
Bureau of the Census
Washington, D.C, 20233

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE
TO SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS

~Name

TOTAL AMOUNT

$

Organization

Payment enclosed
{Mark one}

Street Address

] Check
{J Money order
T GPO coupons

(please type or print)

City, State, and ZIP Code
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OR

Charge to:

Superintendent o
Documents Depo:
Account Number



