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ABSTRACT

The Dutch educational system is described, with
preliminary comment on history, financing, and administration. A
noncompulsory preprimary level is followed by a compulsory 6-year
primary level, in which both public and private schools teach a
standard curriculum of basic skills, arts, and physical training. 1
bill introduced in 1970, but not yet adopted, proposes more emphasis
on emotional and social development and determination of curriculunm
by a new method. The secondary level consists of general/academic and
vocational programs, and it follows a policy of flexibility whereby
students can change from one kind of program to another in response
to the changing educational and social situation. Programs last from
2 years (lower general secondary) to 6 years (pre-university).
Vocational education, which includes teacher education, spans the
secondary and higher education levels. Trends in the universities and
institutions of specialized fields include the integration of higher
technical and vocational education with universiiy education and
provisions for lifelong educational programs. (AV)
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ferent tepes of handicapped childvensar " higher
academic, technical, and professionalinsu, ons,
{See chart) Auendance is compulsory for chil-
dren 6 through 16 vears of age.
Legal Basis and Requirements

he toundaton of the Dutch educational sys-
tem is article 208 of the 1917 Constitution, which
stiates: ~ Education shadl be an object of constant
solicitude on the part of the governmment.” It pro-
vides tor reguiation by law of public and private
primary and secondary cdu- tion, with specific
guarantees  thin - “every  person’s  religious
views [shall be) respected™ and thae the costs
of private schools that mect legal requirements
“shadl be detraved from public funds™ as are
rnose of public schools,

The main educational Taws are the following:
Primary Education Act (10920); Pre-Primary Edu-
cion Act (1955 School Fees Act (1935): Post-
Erimnary Education Act (Mammoth Law, 1963)
and the Apprentceship Training Act (1966),
bo:h of which went into effect in 1968: Compul-
sory Education Act (1969); University Adminis-
tration (Reform Act (1970): and Educanonal
Experiments Act (1970), In addition, the Special
Education Decree (1967) governs the education
of physically and otherwise handicapped  chil-
dren. Arendments refining and expanding as-
pects of wome of these iws were enacted during
the carly 1970%,

Fducational legislation is an exclusive and joint
process of the Parliament and the Crown, The
Ministry of Education and Scienee is responsible
fer preparing the bill that is presented to Parlia-
ment (Haten-Generaal).

Administration

The Ministry of Education and Science, which
controls the Dutch educational system, is divected
by a Minister and two State Secretaries. There are
directors general for preprimary and primary
cducation, secondary education, supervision, and
“sciences” (higher education). These officials are
assisted by professional spedialists of various
tvpes. An Education Council, organized by law
(1919, advises the Minister on educational mat-
rers. Another body, the Netherlands Universites
Council, established in 1961 and reorganized in
1971 under the U iy Administraton Act,
advises the Minisur crning university educa-
tion and promotes cooperation in the field.

T'he public sector administers state and munic-
ipal schools, while private individuals or groups
operate publicly or privately subsidized schools.
At the primary and secondary levels, a privite

4

school must be sponsored by i group of parents
and must have the minimum  registragon re-
quired by Law in accordance with che tocal situie-
ton. In the privite sector at these levels there are
three main Protestaat, one
Catholic, and one nondenominational, There e
also schools operated by minonty religious and

stubsvstems—one

ntiscellincous groups.,

The law specifies the aim of primnary and sec-
ondary public education and prescribes rules for
both public and private schools. Failure to comply
with the regulations may result in the closing o a
public school or the loss of subsidy by a private
school. Fven unsubsidized private schools, how-
ever, must fulfill basic curriculun requirements,

The Ministries of the Arts, Agriculture and
Fisheries, Defense, and Justice are vesponsible for
a number ol spedalized institutions,

Financing

Fducational expenditures are financed partly
by the Nutional Government (through taxation)
and partly by fees. According to the School Fees
Act (1955), only primary education and the first
three classes of secondary education e free.
Fees are charged for the higher secondary school
classes,  teacher-preparatory  institutions. and
higher education. Fhe upper imit of free educa-
ton thus coincides approximately with the upper
age limit of compulsory attendance,

The Duteh Government finances equally all
public and private schools. "The costs of building
and cquipping preprimary and primary schools
are paid for by the municipalities, which receive a
from the Government. Only
silaries of required personnel in these schools are
directly paid by the Government. Public and pri-
vate sceondary and higher iastitutions reccive
financng for all expenditures not covered by

rceimbursement

fees.

Of stgnificance as a reflecion of Duteh national
policy 1s the general rise in ratio of the educa-
rional budget to the total natonal budget: in
1950, 7.3 percent, in 1960, 16.0 pereent: in 1966,
2 1.9 percents in 1969, 26,0 percent: and in 1974,
28 pereent—or approximately $4.5 billion (nearly
12 billion guilders). (The 1974 exchange rate: |
guilder equaled about 38 cents in U.S. money.)

Academic Calendar

The school year begins in late August or early
September and ends in late June. One thousand
hours a vear are prescribed for primary educa-
tion and 660 hours for preprimary educuion.
The trend is toward 40 weeks avear. Schoals that
arce open on Saturday morning do not have clas-



Structure of the Dutch Educational System: 1975

KEY: V. W.O.=Prcuniversity education
H.A.V.O.=Higher general secondary education
M.A.V.O.=Intermediate general secondary cducation
L.A.V.O.=Lower gencral secondary education
/ Broken lines indicate possibility of lateral transfer.
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in the Netherlands.” The Haguc, 1970. P. 90.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ses on Wednesday afternoon, The schoo] week is
26 hours long on the primary level and from 30
to 32 periods of 50 minutes each on the gecon-
dary level. In higher cducation, the academic
vear extends from September to June.

Language of Instruction

The official language of instruction in the
Netherlands is Dutch. The Province of Friesland
has bilingual (tweetalige) schools, where Dutch and
Frisian are used. Frisian, the medium of instruc-
tion at least part of the time in the first two
grades, was introduced in 19735 on a Wider scale in
the Province of Friesland. (Frisian, Spoken by a
relativelv small population along the North Sea
coast in the Netherlands and Germany, rogether
with English constitutes one of the three groups
of the Germanic languages in the European fam-
ily: the other two in this group are (1) Dutch and
German and {2) the Scandinavian languzlges.)

Grading System

The grading svstem in primary schools and in
some secondary schools is on a scale of 1 o 10.
with 6 the lowest satisfactory grade. In academic
secondary schools, a 3-point scale prevails, with 3
regarded as satistactory.

PREPRIMARY EDUCATION

The preprimary level, for children 4 1o 6, is
generally 2 vears in length. Attendance is not
compulsory. The goals are 1o further the physi-
cal. sensory, social, and intellectual development
of the children and to increase their ability to
express themselves orally and in other ways, The
stress is on general growth and developmert
rather than on cognitive learning. T?e progran’
consists of games, drawing, musiC, rhymes,
storytelling, physical exercise, and modeling.
Children who show readi .ess receive instryuction
in language and numbers.

PRIMARY EDUCATION

The goal of primary education, as stated by the
State Secretary for Education and Science, is “to
give children. certain. . . elementary knowl-
edge and skill that are necessary for their de-
velopment.”

Attendance at the primary school (grades 1-6)
is required, because school attendance is compul-
sory from age 6 through 16. The responsibility
for school attendance rests upon Parents or
guardians, who are required to sign the report
cards presented to them during the schoo] year.

The principal prepares (often with the help of
an achievement test) a special report On a pupil's

scholastic status at the end of sixth grade, and
recommends the type of secondary school in
which he believes the pupil will make the most
progress. The Ministry provides Luitable publica-
tions to erable parents to understand the differ-
ences between the various { f secondary
education.

Curriculum

The basic curriculum for boti. ublic and pri-
vate schools has been laid down  he 1920 Pri-
mary Education Act and succecuing laws, A
minimum of 1,000 hours of instruction per year
is required. The amount of time to be spent on
each subject of the basic curriculum is deter-
mined on a national basis, but deviations may be
allowed by the Government's school inspectorate
for the primary level. This provision for depar-
ture from the centralized plan enables
municipalities to deal with particular problems
such as enrollment of immi~ nts or children of
foreign workers.

The basic cu:riculum traditionally consists of
the Dutch language, reading, writing, arithmetic,
Dutch history and geography, science, singing,
drawing, physical training, safety education,
handicrafts, and needlework. Many primary
schools also offer instruction in a foreign lan-
guage (French, English, or German) before or
after regular school hours. Many private religious
schools include religion in the curriculum.,

A New Proposal

A bill introduced in 1970 proposed an altered
approach to the elementary stage, integrating the
programs for the age group 4 through 12 “to
ensure the utmost continuity in the growth and
training of young and very young children.” A
differentiated curriculum and methodology
would make possible an individualized program
to promote equal educational opportunities and
eliminate repetition of grades. This new ap-
proach, if adopted, will place less stress on cogni-
tive aspecis and more stress on the emotional and
social development of the pupils. Consideration
has been given to the possibility of lowering the
beginning compulsory attendance age to at least 5
and of admitting children below 4 to nursery
school. The aim is to reduce the number of pupils
who, because of academic or other problems,
finish their period of compulsory school atten-
dance while still in elementary school. The possi-
bility of introducing a foreign language in the
elementary schools is also under formal consid-
eration.

The draft bill also provides for teaching the

6



Enrollments, by level: 197071 and 1972-73 '
(in thousands)

[--- indicates source gave no data]

Students
1970-71 1972-73
Level Full-time Part-time Full-time Part-time
Prepriviary . o 491.7 - 495, 1 ——
Privmary o ___. 1,162, o 1.461.5 -
Sccondary:
Geneval oo o e 5014 12,4 661.2 296
Technieal ... 1119 81.7 A48.7 80.5
Votal o 1.006.3 911 1,110.8 103.1
Higher:
Universtiv oo 103.4 - 112.9 -
Nonuniversiy oo .. ___ 744 31,7 2 80.6 545
Yol . 177.8 I 193 .4 — -
Special oo l___ 74.1 e 78.1 ———
Apprewticeship oo ___ - 73.6 _— 73.2

' Fadtime higher education data are for 1970-71 and 1971-72,

In 197273, the full-time enrollinent ligure was 83.2,

Source: Adapted from Organisation for Feonomic Cosoperation aind Developinent. *Statistics and Ludicators of Educiional
Performance: The Netherlimeds.” Pavis: Fhe Organisation, June 197:8 Pp. 1 and 3.
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Frisian language and for determining the cur-
riculum by a new method. The curriculum would
be the result of a jomu effort by the princdpal and
the teachers, and would be subject to approval by
the municipal authority for a municipal school or
by the private school board in a private school.

The newly established Foundaton for Cur-
riculum Development (Stichting voor Leerplan-
ontwikkeling—SL.O) is expected to play a signifi-
cant role in developing maodels for teaching mate-
rials and programs of study for the differem
kinds of education in innovative projects.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

The secondary educatonal system consists of

general/academic  and  vocatonal  programs.
General/academic  programs include academic
pre-university  education (V.W.0.} and three
nonacademic programs: higher general secon-
dary education (H.A.V.0.), intermediate general
secondary education (M.A.V.O.), and—for a very
few pupils—~lower general sceondary education
(L.A.V.0.), mostly combined with lower technical
and vocational education. Secondary vocational

6

programs, offeredon the lower and intermediate
level, are discussed under “Vocational Fducation
and Teacher Educaton.” (See chart, p. 4.)

The first year of all tvpes of secondary school is
a transition year (brugjaar). The curriculums of
this first vear in pre-university and in inter-
mediate and higher gencral secondary schools
cover identical subjects taught in the same
number of classes per week. In lower secondary
education, the transttion vear allots more time to
sandicrafts and fess to foreign languages.

For those voung persons who work, there are
evening classes with part-time programs that
parallel the vartous forms of secondary educa-
tion. A graduate who has completed a course that
correSponds to the full-time day course takes the
same examinations as the full-time graduate and
receives a certificate giving him idendcal rights to
higher education,

As of 1972-73. 88.5 percent of all 15-vear olds,
6.7 percent of all 16-vear olds, 46.3 percent of
all 17-year olds, and 28.8 percent of all 18-vear
olds were in school-—a percentage of 581 for the
15 through 18 age range.
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The 1963 Post-Pvimary Education Act

On Angust 1, 968, the Post-Primary Fduca-
tion Act became effective and “ushered in a new
erain the history of education in the Nether-
Linds,” according to the then Secretary of State of
Fducation and Science, Under this law, the aim of
secondary education is to inmtroduce a pohicy of
flexibility whereby students are enabled 1o change
from one form of school to another as decmed
desivable by the changing educational and social
sitwttion. Specificallv, the new law s intended by
the Government to make “cach tvpe of edncation
i possible stepping stone to another, higher type
ol education. Furthermore, the introduction of
basic and optional subjects within cach 1vpe of
school permits a considerable degree of difter-
cutiation in the teaching programme of the
Further individualizaiz o takes
plice under the policy of the transition vear in
secondany education, during which pupils are ob-

senior clisses,”

served and guided.

Flexibility also extends 1o the orgimization of
the auricalum and the method of insoruction.
Teachers are encouraged 1o vary subject matter
andd methods to suit the abilities and needs of the
students, of achtevement
tests tiken duving the fast vear and a nadonal
examination, to cusure that all schools of a par-
ticular tvpe will “eduocate thetr pupils up 1o the

Fxamitittions consist

same level” Phe average of beth examinations is
expressed as a Chnal vesult,” which is cither a
pass. i fal, or an intermediace fevel that altows a
student 1o sit for reexinmuation.

The present government views the 1963 act as
a stepping-stone toward comprehensive secon-
dary cducation. Tt hopes 1o reduce the distance
bhetween general and vocational education in the
carly vears of the secondary school, Ultimately, it
strives to have all pupils of the 12- 1o 15- or
16-vear-okd group “anend the same school, the
middle school, with a course Fasting at least three
vears and a o tferentated curriculum with op-
tions “or the pupils.” Thus, it is moving 1 the
dircenion of th» comprchensive secondary schog!
that iy found in a number of other West Furo-
poan countries.

Furthermore, under the act, entrance examina-
nons are no longer compulsory.

Pre-University Education (V.W.0.)

The B-vear curriculum of pre-university educa-
tnon  (zoorbereidend wetenschappelijh onderwips, or
VW0 varies according o the school. 'The gym-
nesium Das a clssical emphasis, offering Latin,
Greek, Dutch, English, French, German, social

8

sciences, arts, mathemavics, and science, From the
fourth vear onward, stream A concentrates on
Latin and Greek, while soream B emphasizes
mathemades and science. Vhe atheneum stresses
modern inguages and social science, although
Latin may be tanght in this tepe of school. After
the third  vear, stream A
ceconomic and social studies, while stream B de-
votes particular attention to muathematics ad sci-
ence, 'Fhe becwm, combining the programs of the
gvmuasivm and the athenewm, has a conumon basic

concentrates . on

course with them for the firse (transition) vear at
least.

The examinaton for the pre-university cer-
tilicate includes Duteh and ac least one modern
foreign language for all students, In addition, a
gymuasivm stream-A - student is examined  in
Greek, Lating and history: and a stream-B stu-
dent, in Latin or Greek, a science, and mathema-
tes. An athenewm stream-A student is examined in
ceononics ad geography or hisiory: and a
stream-B o student, momathematics and two sa-
ences. Phe examination consists of five required
and two optional subjects. Upon successtul com-
pleton of cach program, the corresponding
school-leaving certificare is granted.

Higher
(H.A.V.0.)

Higher general secondary  education (Hoger
algemeen voortgezet onderwils, or H. A V.0 offers a
S-vear program that includes Dutch, English,
French, German, geography, history, ('u)n()miss.
commercial  science,  mathematics,  biology,
chemistry, phvsics, soaal studies, physical train-
ing. art, music, and handicrafts. In the final 2 vears
a student takes six subjects, which must include
Dutch and at least one foreign language. The
certificate examination is awarded for Duich and
Bve subiects selected by the student. Two-vear
Erograms are also offered o students who have
completed 3 vears of V.W.O. or 4 years of
M.ANVO.

Graduates of H.A V.0 mav citer higher tech-
mcal ana vocational education,

General  Secondary Education

Intermediate General Secondary Education

(M.A.V.0)
Intermediate  general  secondary  education
(Middelbaar — algemeen  voortgezet  onderwijs,  or

M.AV.O,) consists oF a 3- or 4-year program of
Dutch, English, French, German, mathematics,
sdence, geography, history, business practice, art,
music, and other subjects. The leaving examina-
tion covers Dutch and other subjects chosen by the
pupil. The 3-year M.A.V.O. school requires

-

{
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examinations in five subjeas and leads o the
tourth year of 1 4-vear MLALV.O. school; and the
A-year MLANV.OL school requires examinations in
six subjects and leads o the fourth vear of a
HLAN.O. school. Graduates may also enter inter-
mediate techuical and vocational education.

Lower General Secondary Education (L.A.V.0.)

Lower general secondary education (Lager alge-
meen voortgezet onderwifs, or L.A.V.0.) offers a
2-vear general education program that is usually
combined with lower technical and vocational
education. Relatively few studeuns participate in
this type of program.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

There are three levels of technical and voca-
tional education. The lower level falls within sec-
ondary education; the intermediate begins at the
upper secondary level and in some instances ex-
tends bevond; and the higher falls clearly within
higher education. (See chart, p. 4.)

Vocatonal education, as defined by the Post-
Primary Education Act of 1963, is provided in the
following institutions: Lower and intermediate
techical schools and technical colleges; schools
and colleges of home economics on all levels pre-
paring for housckeeping. rural cconomy, and so-
dgal care; lower and intermediate agriculiural
schools and agriculiural colleges; schools and col-
leges on alllevels for those preparing for the craft,
retail. and catering racdes and services in an inde-
pendent capacity; schools and colleges on all levels
tor careers in business economics and business
administration; various types of teachers schools
and colleges for preparing preprimary, primary,
and secondary school teachers; intermediate and
higher sociopedagogic schools and colleges pre-
paring students for careers in youth and adult
education, cultural and social work, personnel
work, community service, child and medical care,
and other types of service; and schools of art. In
the view of the Government, “A vocational school
is the last stage of their full-time education for
most young people though the apprenticeship
scheme, to which entry is direct from lower voca-
tional school, may also be regarded as a form of
full-time education.”

Lower Technical and Vocational Education

The importance of the lower siage of technical
and vocational education mayv be determined
from the fact that nearly 45 percent of all voung
persons enter a vocational program directly from
primary school. Recently the general education
component in the vocational school has increased,

8

with the first year devoted endrely to general
subjects. ‘The d-yvear lower vocational program is
offered in insdtutions that include: (1) wechnical
schools for occupations such as hailding, elecuric-
iy, and mewalworking; (2) nautical training
schools for skills such as seafishing, seamanship,
mland navigation, and docking; (3) home
economics schools for teaching health and child
care, homemaking, nutrition, needlework, care of
clothing, office work, and selling; (4) agricuicral
schools with fieldwork; and (3) retail-trade and
commercial schools.

Graduates of this program may enter inter-
mediate technical and vocational education or the
upper levels of MLAV.O.

Intermediate Technical and Vocational Educa-
tion

On the intermediate level, tliere are 2- to 4-year
programs in institutions that include: (1) techni-
cal schools for executive, administrative, and
supervisory positions in industry; (2) nautical
schools leading to qualification, with experience,
for a certificate as a mate or a ship's engineer; (3)
home economics schools for social and health
care professions, dressmaking, fashion designing,
and residenual welfare work; (4) agricultural
schools for farming, horticulture, forestry, and
other related occupations; (3) retail-trade and
commercial schools for future practitioners in
business and in commercial and clerical positions;
(6) sociopedagogic schools preparing family aides
and sports instructors; and (7) teachers schools
for preparing preprimary school teachers.

Admission is to graduates of the M.A.V.O. and
the lower technical and vocational program.
Graduates are qualified to enter higher technical
and vocational education.

Higher Technical and Vocational Education

At the postsecondary level, higher vocational
education lays the theoretical and practical
groundwork for managerial and senior positions.
This system includes 2- to 3-year progiams in
the technical colleges, agricultural colleges,
sociopedagogical institutions, and other insti-
tutions specializing in fields such as hotel and
restaurant catering, art, music, and aviation.

Students who have completed the H.A.V.O.
program or the intermediate technical and voca-
tional program may be admitted to higher techni-
cil and vocational education. Graduates of
selected programs are qualified for further train-
ing at a university in a corresponding discipline;
and graduates of all programs are admissible
after passing a special entrance examination.



TEACHER EDUCATION

Teacher education, included in vocational edu-
cation according to the Post-Primary Education
Act of 1963, is provided on various academic
levels.

Enrollments in teacher training were as fol-
lows: preprimary—13,638 in 1972-73 and 14,150
in 1973-74; primary—21,691 in 1972-73 and
23,851 in 1973-74; secondary technical and
agricultural—7,917 in 1970-71 and 8,014 in
1971-72; and all other secondary--~20,000 in
1969-70 and 22,700 in 1970-71.

Preprimary Teachers

Teachers for preprimary schools are prepared
in a 3-year course within the general structure of
intermediate technical and vocational education.
Admission is granted to holders of a M.A.V.O.
certificate or to those completing the first 3 years
of a V.W.O. or a H.AV.O. course. Prospective
teachers study pedagogics and psychology, didac-
tics and teaching methods, Dutch language and
literature, speech, civies, history, biology, hygiene
and child care. street safety, music, drawing,
manual skills, and physical education. Religion is
included at private teacher-training schools. Ad-
ditional subjects that may be incuded in the cur-
riculum are Frisian, a modern foreign language,
Esperanto, religion, acting, cinema, elocution,
debating, art history, rhythmics, housekeeping,
creative play, nutrition, and clothing. At least 800
hours of practical student teaching and observa-
tion are required.

In addition, these schools have a l-year part-
time course for preprimary school principals,
open to graduates of the regular 3-year program.
It comprises pedagogics and psychology, didac-
tics and teaching methods, and Dutch language
and literature (especially children’s literature).
Upon coinpleting the program, a student receives
a certificate.

Primary Teachers

Teachers for primary schools are prepared
within the general structure of higher technical
and vocational eaiucation. Admission is on the
basis of graduation from a H.A.V.O., V.W.O,, or
preprimary teachers school. About an equal
number of men and women teach in Dutch pri-
mary schools.

The course of study for primary school
teachers is made up of pedagogy, didactics, edu-
cational and child psychology, aspects of cultural
and social life, Dutch language and literature,
music, art, handicrafts, physical training, history,

10

geography, physics, biology, arithmedc, writing,
street safety, and speech improvement. Religion
is taught at some private teachers colleges. Addi-
tional courses that may be offered are Frisian,
English, Esperanto, French, Germar,, Latin, reci-
tation, drama, filming, Bible study, Western cul-
tural history, aspects of s: iritual life, philosophy,
mathematics, child care, and home economics. Al
least 240 hours must be spent in practical student
teaching during the first 2 years and 290 hours
during the third year.

Successful completion of the 3-year course al-
lows graduates to teach in primary schocls and
makes them eligible for appointment as prind-
pals. They are also qualified to teach Dutch and
arithmetic in the L.A,V.O. and M.A.V.O. schools
and in lower technical and vocational schools.

Secondary Teachers

Tn the past, university graduates with no previ-
ous pedagogical preparation were able to obtain
positions as secondarv school teachers upon pass-
ing a state examination. The new policy requires
teacher-training courses in a higher educational
institution in additicn to proficiency in at least
two subjects. Proof of proficiency in a particular
secondary school subject can be demonstrated by
acquisition of a university degree (doctoraal) or
other degrees or diplomas. Grade-1 proficiency
of this type is necessary for appointment in a
V.W.0. school, in the last 2 years of a H.A\V.O.
school, and in higher technical and vocational
education colleges; a grade-2 proficiency is neces-
sary for teaching in the first 3 years of a H.A.V.O.
school and in intermediate technical and voca-
tional schools; and a grade-3 proficency is
adequate in all other secondary schools. Teacher
education at all levels is in the process of reform.

Inservice Education

The Government recognizes that inservice
education is necessary for teachers to enable them
to become better prepared for their present and
future task. Assodations, foundations, an‘gl the
Ministry of Education and Science organize
courses for which teachers with the appropriate
certificate may apply. These courses, often free of
charge, cover both subjects taught in school and
also topics that reflect new educational develop-
ments.

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

The Dutch university education system consists
of four state universities—in Leiden (1575),
Groningen (1614), Utrecht (1636), and Rotter-
dam (1973); one municipal university in Amster-

9
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dam (1632); two independent institutions—free
University oft Amisterdam (1880) and Catholic
University of Nijmegen (1923): four state profes-
sional universities—Deltt Technological Univer-
sity (1842), Eindhoven Technological University
(1957).  Enschede  Technological University
(196-h), and Wageningen Agricultural University
(1918); and one independent instinnion for secial
sciences and law—Catholic College of Tilhurg
(1927). In 1974 a2 medical faculty was started on
an experimental basis at Maastricht,

[nternational courses on the university level are
given in special institutions such as the buterna-
tional Development Institute for Housing, Plan-
ning. and Building: the hmernational Tustitute
for Acrial Survev and Earth Sciences; and the
Institute of Sodiat Studies. founded in 1952 by the
Netherlands universities to promote graduate
and advanced international rescareh and training
in the social sciences. (The language of instruce-
tion at the Institute is Englishu) Also, as previoush
noted,  certain mstitegons
offer programs of study at the higher education
level, The Netherfands Universities Foundation
for International Co-operation (NUFFICQ) pro-
motes intermational cooperation in the academic
and saentitic fickds. particutarly in relaton 1o de-
veloping countries,

A distinction is made in the Netherlinds be-
tween a aareersiteit and a hogeschool, the Lauer

teacher-education

being generallv, as in the case of a4 German
Hochschude, any higher education institution, in-
cuding those devoted to one or two specialties.
neither of which is medicine. natural science. or
mathematics, All recognized higher education in-
stitutions. however. are authorized 10 grant
academic degrees. The aim of a university or
other higher education institution is (o offer in-
struction in various fields. carry on research pProj-

cats o advance knowledge, and “foster a sense of

social responsibilite,”

The academic vear. which starts in the begin-
ning of September and ends in July, is a con-
tinuous one, not formally broken into semesters.
Instruction is given in Dutch. except in interna-
tional postuniversity courses such as those given
at the Institute of Social Studies. (Most of these
mternationat courses, which enroll many forcign
students. are conducted in English.) Students
often use publications in English. French, and
German in connecion with their courses, and
doctoral dissertations are frequently written in a
foreign tanguage.

Administration
The ferment in European, Anerican. and
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other higher education systems during the e
1960°s echoed in at least two institutions in the
Netherlurds—the Catholic College of Tilburg
and the Municipal University of Amsterdam. 'T'he
Dutch Governmentin 1970 passed the University
Administration (Reform) Act. 1o remain in effect
untit August 31, 1976. Fhe basic aims of this Law
arc to er hance the democratic administration and
miprove the efficiency of universitios by giving
faculey. students. and nonacademnic persennel a
voice L policymaking. Accordinglv, Al {these)
memiers of the university have the vight to eleat
members of the d0-member University Council
[the highest administrative body ), the Facuhy
Board and the Sub-Faculty Board and (o stand
for clection themselves.” At least one-third of the
University Councl must consist of academics: at
feast one-sixth, of nonmembers of the university
appointed by the Grown on the Coundil's recoms-
mendation; at most one-third, of nonacademic
personnel; and at most one-third, of students. A1
feast 50 peveent of the Faculty Board is made up
of academic staft membars, while students and
nonacademic personnel constitute the vest of the
Faculty Bowrd.

Admission

Admission to a university has been on the basis
of a pre-university leaving certificare or irs cquivi-
fent. Untit recently. holders of a Gymnasiwm-A cer-
tficate were admited to all faculties, exeept
mathematics, natural science, and engineering: of
a Gymuasivm-B8 certificate. to all faculties exeepn
classical studies; of an A certiticate from a S-vear
H. A V.0, school only 1o cconomics. Liw. theol-
ogv. and soctal sdence faculiies: of a B certificate
from the same school, only to faculties other than
taw. theology. and leuters. Since the Secondary
Education  Act became  effective  in 1968,
gradwaes of pre-university: education (V.W.0))
arce admitted without an entrance examination to
all faculiies it they pass the corresponding sub-
jects in the leaving examination. Admission may
also be sccured by those lacking a secondary
school certificate if they are at teast 25 vears old
and have passed a special examinawion (the eol-
loquinm doctim). Gradu stes of higher education
schools that are not in the university system must
also pass this test for entrance.

In recent years, admission to university study
has become increasingly difficult. Becanse of the
dramatic increase in total universitv study
population—{rom $0.000 in 1960 10 120.000 in
197 4—facilitics have been taxed 1o the point of
endangering educational standards. Morcover,
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taced with cconomic consuaints, the Governnient
has recently been unwilling to continue investing
Large sums of monev in universite buildings aod
cquipment. [t has chosen, tather, o seta numerus
clarsrs or Ustudent freeze’ mosome university
programs. Fhis resulted  during
academic vear 197475, tor example, in only
3,208 new students being able o register for
these conrses out of 7,405 applicants. [tis possible
that the “freese” will be extended to oth v
academic fields and thee e will be aintine” on
sotne continuing basis. In i speech delivered in
fudl 1974 Minister of Educaton and Science ] AL

deasion

Van Kemenade said that “the present system [of

wamerus clawsns | can o lenger be regavded as o
temporary measure, but nnist ke regarded as part
of the permanent cducatnonal structare.”

Degrees

Ducch higner educational instititions, in com-
mon with many on the Contiment, do not require
attendince  at lectures, administer semester
examinatons, nor assign credits to the courses,
The intermediate test, the kandidaat examination,
usualv taken atter 2 1o - vears of study, s an
indication of progress. but has no official signifi-
vitnee fora profession or the civil service. In some
subjects, o prefiminary or propacdeutic examina-
donis taken after T or 2 vears of study. Fhere are
no fixed requirements as to the length of the
study period and students have  considerable
freedom and Jdexibility in planning their pro-
grims.

Most students conclude their university or col-
lege study with the doctoraal examination. which
leads 1o the degree of doctorandus (des.) in most
faculiies. the degree of ingenicur (iv) in a
technological and agricultural college, or the de-
gree of meester (mry) in a faculty of faw. The
former governmental Commissioner of Higher
Education. Dr. K, Posthu.mnus, stated that the doe-
torandus is “a title which can be compard with the
U8, "Master’s Degree”” Some ULS. speaalisis in
academic equivalence consider it to be en a level
between the American master’s degree and the
doctorate. Dr. Posthumus also noted that the de-
aree “gives the right of admission o studies to
quality as doctor, chemist, dentist, veterinary and
psvchologist. eligibility as o sccondary school
teacher catter the completion of a supplementary
pedagogic didactic study), and to many other po-
sitions in sodety.”

Students vary in the tme waker in study prior
to the octoraal examination, On the average, the
length of dme is about 7 years, although the
range is from 5 (rare) 10 9 or more vears. The

resultant degree requires a terminal examination
attesting to the student's qualification in a particu-
lav fickd. There is no disscrtation requirement for
this degree. In the ficlds of medicine, dentistry,
veterinary scicence, and pharmacy, a period of
practical experience followed by astate or profes-
sional examination is necessary before admission
1o practce.

Holders of the degrees of doctorandus, meester,
and ingenienr may obtamn a doctorate (doctor de-
gree) after completing and defending a disserta-
tion of “an experimental design™ and formulating
“at least six propositons that do not relate o the
thesis or experimental design.” No course work is
required. The Dutch doctorate is the crowning
of independent scientific research, which tikes at
lcast two or three, but often mumy more years,”
according to the Ministry of Educatdon and Sci-
eneee.

tn Mayv 1975 a bill was proposed that would
shorten university courses to at most 5 vears, with
the possibitity for o student to enroll for 2 more
vears. In every fickd, stadents will take the pro-
pacdeutic exatination, 'Uhe kandidaats examen will
no longer be required. but under certain condi-
tions a kandidaats certificate can be issued to a sta-
dent
Financing

Since 19738, the witon fee for Duich univer-
sites has been £ 500 (guilders) per annun during
the fiest 3 vears and a vearly enrollment fee of
f. 100, The examination fee is £ 60. The Govern-
ment provides grants to students in accordance
with their wotal family income. In 1974-75, the
maximum grant was . 7,470 per annum, with
students hiving at home receiving f. 5,500 and
married studends receiving large sums, Grants are
partdy in the form of interesi-tree loans (f, 1,100
plus 30 percent of the remainder).

Trends

Dutch officials have set the closer integratioa of
higher wechnical and vovational education with
university education as a key priority in the de-
velopment of postsecondary education. More-
over, itis likely that in the near future statutes will
he implemented that will shorten the total length
of time a student will be required to devote to his
or her university study,

Counsideration is being given to offering pro-
grams of study on a recurrent basis with legista-
tive provisions for paid educational leave, Social
and edncational planners believe that such pro-
grams of lifelong education will enable graduate
generalists to retrain themselves to meet the
specific demands of constantly changing job mar-

1l
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kets and scientific specialists to maintain and up-
date their skills in a time of rapid technological
and industrial change. Programs of lifelong edu-
cation also represent an attempt by Dutch officials

to provide a “second chance” for citizens who for
a variety of reasons could not pursue or fully
benefit from their education in their youth,
These programs are in an experimental stage.

SELECTED GLOSSARY

A
Akte van bekwaamheid . ... ... Certificate of qualification
Algemene landboureschool . . |, .. Secondary agricultural school
Algemene tuinbouwschool . . ... Secondary horticultural school
Andragogiek ... . ... .. .. .. . Adult education
Atheneum . .............. . ... Secondary pre-university school

that stresses modern languages
and social science

Avondnijverheudssehool ... ... Evening vocational and tech-
nical school

Avondschool ... ... .. .. . . . ., Evening school
B

Basisonderuap ... L. Primary education

Bedriffsschool .. ... o0 L Industrial school in factories

Beroepsonderwis .. ........ . .. Vocational education

Beroepskeuzevaorlichung ... . .. Vocational guidance

Bijzonder ondermeis .. ... Private education

Bijzondere whool ... Private school

Bruggaar ... 0L The first vear of secondary edu-
cation. by law a transition vear

Brugklas ................ ... Transitional class

Buitengewoon lager

onderwifs ................ ... Elementary education for hand-
icapped pupils

Buitenaewoon onderweriy ... ... Special education

Buite.candse kinderen . .Foreign children

C

Central Bureau voor e

Statistiek ... .. ... Central Bureau of Statistics
(which disseminates educational
information and statistics)

Confessioneel enderetjs .. ... . .. Religious ¢ducation
Curriculumplanning . ..., .. Curriculum planning
D
Docent ............... ... ... Teacher
Docentenopleiding . ......... .. Teacher education
Doctor ............ .. ... Doctorate, the degree con-

ferred upon the recipient of a
doctorandus, meester, Or in-
genieur who writes a disserta-
tion

Doctoraal examen ............ Examination for the doctorandus
degree

Doctorandus (drs)) ........... University degree roughlv com-
parable to a master’s degree

E
Einddiploma ............. ... Secondary school certificate
Eindexamen ... ... ... ... .. Final examination in a second-

ary school course

G

Geestelijke vorming ......... .. Religious and moral education
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Geprogrammeerd instructie . _ . . Programed instruction

Godsdienstonderwifs ... ..., . . Religious education

Gymnasium . ................ Secondary pre-university school
that stresses the classics

Gymnastiek ............... .. Physical education
H

Handelsavondschool ... ..., . .. Part-time commercial sceond-
ary school, with evening clisses

Handelsdagschool ........ ., Commercial secondary school,
tull-time

Hoger  algemeen  voorigezet

onderwis ... Higher general secondary edu-
cation (H.ANV.0)

Hoger bergepsonderuwis .. .., Higher technical and vocational
education

Hoger ondenwtjs ..o, Higher education

Haogeschool ... ..o ... Higher education instinstion

Hoogleraar .00 0L University professor

Huishoud-  wn nyzerheid-

sondersctpy oo oL Home economics education
I

Ingenicur (ir) ..o Degree from o technological
and agricultural university (lir..
engincer)

Intelligentietest ..., Intelligence test

Jengdiorming ...l Youth education
K

Kandidaat ... . ............ .. Intermediate certificate in the
university

Kleuteronderwijs .. ....... .. .Preprimary education

Kleuterschool ..............., Preprimary schooi

Kunstnijverheid- en bouwhun-

stonderrich: .. Arts and craft vocational edu-
cation

Kueekschoo! .. ............. .. Training school for elementary
teachers
L

Lager algemeen voortgezet

onderwifs .., . ... oL, Lower general seci. idary edu-
cation (L.A.V.O))

Lager beroespsonderwis . .. ... Lower technical and vocational
education

Lagere school .............. ., Elementary school

Landbouwonderwifs ......... . Agricultural education

Leerlinguwezen . ......... ... . Apprenticeship system

Leerplan ... ... ........ ... Curriculum

Leerplicht ... ... ........ ... Compulsory education

Leerschool ... ... e Regular primary school that ac-
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training  schools tor pracrice
teaching
........ Preprimary teacher
Secondary school weacher
.. .Physical education
Lycewm ... ... . ... covsoSecondary pre-university that
combhines the  gymnasinm  and
atheneum prograns.

Medical education
Degree received from a facuhy
of faw

Mednche opleiding
Meester (mr)

Middelbaar  algemeen  voortge-
el onderwiys oL e Intermediate general secondary
education (M.AN.O)
ccdwtermediate technical and vo-
cational cdication
Muldenwsehool ... 00 Middle  school, a
school for 12- 160 15- or 16-vear
olds, planned in the Post-
Primary Education Act
... Nocational school for the retail

Middelbaar beroeponderivify

secondary

Muddenstandsondereys .. ..

trades

Mowsterie van Onderctpy en

Wetenschappen ... .....0 Ministry of - Education  and
Science

Nawosch onderen, oo Nantical cincation

@)

Ondeeip o000 tcation
Onderscipresearch ... ... ducational rescarch
Onderwipzer (00000000 Prinry schoot teacher
Openbaar onderweny ..o Public cducation
Openbare school ... Public school
Opleuding ... ... .. e Training
Opleidingschool ... Teacher-training  schoot  for
preprimary teachers
Oproeding ... ..., Education
Opvoedkunde .. ... ... Pedagogy
Orthopeaagogick ... ... ....... Special education
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P

Puarticipatie onderwijs ... ... ... Part-time education, alternating
school and work periods for
youths aged 15-18

Partieel onderwijs ....Part-time education

Pedagogische akademie .. ... .. Primary teachers college

Praefschrift .. .. .. e .. Thesis
R
Rijkachool ... .. e . .Public school
S
Schaoljaar ... .. .. e ... School vear
Schriftelijh onderwijs ... ... Correspondence course

Technuch ondeneifs ... ... Technical education
Tentamen ..Preliminary examination
Tertinir onderwips .. Higher education

Toelutingsexamen ... ... .. ntrance examination
Toets ...... e Fest
U
Universiteit ..o University
\%
Pak oo o0 ovvoe. 2 School subject
Vergelijkende pedagogick ... .. Comparative education
Pivsery school ... ... .........Fishery school
Polkwontwikkeling .. ... o vcCAdult education
Poorbereidend wetenschap-
peligh ondereds o000 Pre-university education
(V.W.0.)
Voortgezet onderaipy 00000 Secondary educati.i
Vorming ... ... e ...Education
w
Wer oo o0l e Law
Wetenschappelijk ondererjs ... University education
Wettclijhe leerplicht ... ... ....Compulsory e ucation
Y/
Zecvaurtchool ... ... e Nautical training college
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