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ABSTRACT

An educational game relating to alternate car ' er and
life-style choices of an 18-year-old female high-school senior
comprises this booklet. The game is designed to aid young women in
their attempt to make decisions about their lives. Choices offered at
the beginning of the game are: You decide to go to college in the
fall, You decide to get a job, You decide to marry your boyfriend,
and You decide to spend your sunner at the beach and vait until next
fall to make a decision, Each choilce is followed by several options,
all requiring the player to turn to another page and encounter yet
another set of options. All game options eventunally lead to seven
questions: (1) Do you feel the failure was Debbie®s fault? (2) What
do you think will happen to Debbie next? (3) What groups and agencies
in Debbie's community could have given her information,
encouragement, and moral support? (U4) How could Debbie's situation
have changed? Who could have cheanged it? (5) How could Debbie's
parents, teachers, and counselors have prepared her to become an
independent, confident, self~fulfilled voman? (6) How could they have
halped her avoid getting trapped? (7) I what vays are people working
for social change so that young vomen can have different life
options? Bibliographic sources are cited. (Author/DB)
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INTROCUCTION

In this game, you do not go through the booklet
page by page. Instead, you find what page to turn
+0 next Sy making a cheice and foilowing the
iastructions of that shoice. As vou play the game
and follow Dobbie's 1ife. you will be turning back
anc “orth through the bookiet. CEventually vou will
come to the end ¢f the gare,

At the beginning of the gare, Depbie Kraft is a
high school senioy with no special advantages of
income or family background. 3She i3 an crdinary
merson, What happens to Debbie is the kind of
thing that happens to many young women as they try
o make decisions about their lives.

The cuestions at the end of the game can be
used to start discussion about what happened to
Debbie and whv, or what could have happened to
Debbie, arnd how.

. Thers T3 a useful bibliograrhy listina rasources
on counseling and working woien on pages 25 and
24,
* * * * = 4 * *

Feminists Northwest is a non-profit aducation group
committed to ending sexism in school and society.
Ve developed "Whatever Happened to Dehbie Kraft?"
to encourage teachers, counseiors, and students to
overcome the sexism often present in the school
curriculum and in school guicance programs. We
hope you will share with us your expeariences,
reactions , and criticism as you use this booklet.

Audra Adelberger, Sally Mackle,

Deirdre O'Neill, & Susan Schacher
Our thanks to Norma Fried Rietzke for printing.
(4127 Greedwood Ave. N., Seattle 98103, 206-634-2856)




You are Debbie Xrat, age 18, and you are two
months away from high scaood graduation. ATH
through serior yea, you have ~3ixed with your
friends about how great it will be to finally
get a job and mike some nioney. No# you are
faced with sumrer ahead and you have to decide
what to do. Yaur pavents ace hoping you will
go to college in the fall. Your boyfriend,
Jim, 20, says he has a cocd job and warls 1o
marry you. ‘tou really don't know what ton do.
Bui time s running out and you have to make

a decision.

If you weve Lebbie, 13, and zbout to 7raduate
from high school whet would you be likely to do?
Please select ane of the responses below. Then
turn to the page indicated.

A. You deciuc to jo to coliege in the fali...
et iieiesaseieesisesvel turn o PAGE 7.

8. You cacide to get @ JOb....i.vieriiiaianens
eieaee.eaa..turn to PAGE 3.

C. You decide fo marry your boyfriend, dim. ...
cas - .turn to PAGE 6.

D. You decide to spend your Summer at the beach
and wait until next fall to make a decision...
o veiisieiesensssessseseaaturn to PAGE 8.




Please go back to PARE 1 and select a page number
to turn to.

Q.
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You decide to Took for a job, You check the
want ads, go tc interviews, and after two weeks
you “ave severz] options. Which will you choose?

A. 4 good restautant needs a waitress. Your good
looks and bubbly persona’ 1ty get you the
job e .turn to PAGE 16.

B. There are some newspaper ads Tor factory jobs
Yau choose one ............turn wo PAGE 18.

€. M lTarge bank gave you a battery of tosts.

Bacause you scored very high in all areas,
you were offered a pos.tion as teller in their
ran igement ~trainee program. The program plus
axtra schooling will eventually enable you to
bezome a metber of management and to aspire
to a high-paying, xegp@n51b1e job.... ..., .

e e e s Jturn to PAGE o,

ID\

Your oldar brouther tells you about a job-
training nrogram that he went througa, You
deciae to lock into it.....turn to PAGE 19.

E. An insurance ccrpany has an opening for you
as a clerl. Sirnca you= typing is rustv, that
is the best you can get. But there's a
p0351b111ty to work up to a typist st1t191
e crav s ense JEurn to PAGE

E. None of these options appeal to you. You
decide to marry Jim........turn to PAGE 2.
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Yo otell Jim ooy have deciced to take the barnk-
e tab i the wanaccnient-trainee program.
He tells van ty do whatowver wou want, that he

wants -nu te e happy. Hooadds that he doesn't
Tike poshy , aoqres tasiness women, that hea
warits 1 "rice feminine waoman” who knows how Lo

fake a mon Ufeel Tive o oman.”

e

Ha galso ardde 2hat vou will hove Lo spend many
Yoryg houss oal owork, Laciad eoursos, and doing
Frorewo ok . bieosays e LT wanfs Lo marry you
Byt he wonders Row yed can be a agood wife and
mother -0 oyt o spending all that vime on your
Cabe. vow el ohim that you want ta be a qood
Wife ane rother, bot ovoud want to have a j
ing umealistic t

wh
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LMoy e In's omore dmpornant to bo truly
feapinine. a real woman, than toc take such
4 oiamandinag Gob. . ... ... . turn to PAGE 6.

5. Tak~s the jeb at the vank...turn to PAGE 20.



You take a job sewing pillows at a factory.
You have to work really fast. The work is
boring and it doesn't pay well. kWhen you
get home, you're too tired to enjoy being
with your child. Your boss tells you to
report for the evening shift but you can't
find anyone to take care of the baby. This
is the last straw: you quit your job to
look for something better.

A. You decide to try office work..turn to PAGE 17,

B. You decide to try a job-training program for

a higher paying job............turn to PAGE 9.
C. If you have already exhausted the above
Dptiansi.,iii,,,;..i....,.!.i.!turn to PAGE 17,
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You marry Jim. At first you are happy; within a
year you have a much-loved baby. But one day
you realize that you are borec with housework,
cooking, diapers, and day-time television. You
Took for something else to do.

At the height of your discontent, Jim is laid off.
You decide to look for a job, and you find
several possibilities:

A. A good restaurant needs a waitress. Your good
looks and bubbly personality get you the
GOB. .. iiiii s e ea . turn to PAGE 15,
B. There are a few factory jobs advertised in
the newspaper...............turn to PAGE 5.

C. A large bank gave you a battery of tests.
Because you scored very high in all areas,
you were offered a position as teller in
their management-trainee orogram. The program
plus extra schooling will eventually enable
you to become a member of management and
aspire to a high-paying, responsible

job .. iaiaiiiiias el turn to PAGE 12.
D. You hear about a training-program for

h1gh pay1nq jobs. That saunds good......

....................... .turn to PAGE g.

E. An insurance company has a job for you as a
clerk. Since your typing is rusty, that is
the best you can get. But there is a
possibility to work up to a typist position..
o verieiieievassesessresesssturn to PAGE 17.
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You have decided 1o 90 o
. i

alleagn. Youry school
v haves b omel the

neelor selis oy Hhat

erbrance ceouioereni, oy a0 Gopeespar catlans,

and says irae vod egld hieee o Toosen b

garlier

You

b.

thee Jood b
Teoonroll av ne comna ity collage. oo
e e e turn to PARE 13,

To laok intc “he job-teaining program that
vour older orocher went throuoh ... ... .. ..
ceveaase.. . turn to PAGE

That coint wo school is oo much of a hassle
and vou wilt ook fora Jobo.o., i s
oL ... burn o PAGE 3.

To marry your boyfriend, dimo.. ..o e
turrs o PAGE 6.

To enjay vour sunmer and put off a decision

antid Tall. .. ..., e e turn to PAGE 8,
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At the job-training center, you learn that
carpenters make over 39 an hour. You've
always enjoyed workirg with your father's
tools so you decide to train to become a
carpenter.

The counselor is amazed that a married woman
with a child would want to become a carpenter.
He informs you that construction contractors
don't want to hire women, and the carpenters'
union isn't admitting women.

Jim is horrified: what man would want to be
married to a carpenter? Your parents worry
that you'l1l hurt yourself with the power tuols.

For a while you are angry at all the people who
talk about "equal opportunity for women." The
reality is that nobody supports you. You lose
confidence in your ability to become a carpenter.

A. You decide to look for a different kind of
job ﬁgﬁ,i............i!....turn to PAGE 6.
.and choose another option.

B. If you've exhausted your options on PAGE 6,
o ietaieiassesere.eseraaaaturn to PAGE 11.

12



10

So you took the job as waitress. When Jim found
out, he left you.

Now you have a child to support, a job with no
future, and o man, You may want to marry
again, but it will be difficult since few men
want to support another man's child.

Do you want to try for something better?
Go back to PAGE 1 and choose again.

Have you exhausted your choices on PAGE 1?
Turn to PAGE 11.

10
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The game is over. You feel trapped, discouraged,
and bi tter,

Do you feel the failure was Debbie's fault?
Nhy or why not?

What do you think will happen to Debbie
next? ;

How could Debbie's situation have changed?
Nho could have changed it?

Howi could Debbie's parents, teachers, and
counse lors have prepared her to become an
independent , confident, sel f-fulfilled woman?

How could they have helped Debbie to avoid
ge ttirsg trapped?

What groups and agencies in De-Lie's community
could have given her infcrmation, encouragement,
and moral suoport?

I what ways are people working for social
change so that young women can have different,
more meaningful life options than the ones
Detbie faced?

Please see the Bibliogra hy on pages 23 and 24
For wsefu] materials on counseling and working
women:

n

14
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You choose the job at the bank. You tell your
husband, thinking he will be happy. Instead he
mumbles something about pushy, aggressive
business women, and says he 1ikes nice " faminine"
women.

He also points out that you will have to spend
long hours at the bank and in night classes,
not to mention homework. Finally, he points

to your beautiful child and says, "How do you
suppose our baby will turn out with its mother
away from home pursuing her career? Babysitters
can't replace a mother's love."

Your mother and your mother-in-law both tell you
horror stories about children they know who were
ruined because their mothers worked. And your
mother-in-law discreetly takes you aside to ask
whether you had thought of how Jim's ego vould
suffer if his wife might someday make more money
than he.

You think things over, then
A. You decide rot to take the bank job........
teeeiieiasaraeaseesesss.turn back to PAGE 6
. ..and choose again.

8. In spite of all your doubts, you take the
bank JOD. .. e vsvs s os s ea oo turn to PAGE 21.

15



You've enrolled at the community college, but
money is becoming a problem. You have a part-time
job at a drive-in hamburger place, but it's not
enough. You parents can help you, but only for
one more term.

You're doing well in your courses, but studying
takes up lots of time. Your boyfriend, Jim,
begins to complain that he might we 1 find
another girl.

Discouraged and nearly broke, unwilling to take
a loan and saddle yourself with debts, you
decide to drop out of school for awhile. So you

A. Leok for a job with the hope of returning to
school when you Save SOme MOney....s.s=.s. .

...turn to PAGE 3.

B. Get marvied ...............turn to PAGE 6.

16
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You-ve taken a clerical job at an insurance
company. It pays $400 a month to start. Time
flies and you are kept so busy filing and
sorting forms that you rarely have time to
practice your typing. VYour chances for
promotion get slimmer and slimmer.

Two years later, you are making only %500 a

month. Daing clerical work and serving the

boss coffee is a drag. You hate your job and

would Tove to quit. 50 you

A. Decide to change jobs....go back to PAGE 3
....and choose again.

B. Decide to quit working and get married....
. v.....turn to PAGE 6.

14
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You've become a waitress. You are given the
night shift. You are also told to wear a short,
sexy dress. Your husband objects. You begin to
quarrel. You tell him that since he can't find a
good job he has no right to complain: you, at
Jeast are making decent money, for a woman
anyway.

So you decide to

A, ignore Jim's foolishness and keep the waitress

job. After all, your family needs the money...
eiereseesssnsnnssensasesssturn to PAGE 10,

B. Look for another job ......go back to PAGE 6
...and choose again.

18 15
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After only a few years as a waitress, you are
getting tired out. VYou realize that you are
losing your looks and getting too old. The boss
wants young, good-jooking chicks, and you no
Tonger qualify,

A. You decide to marry Jim....turn to PAGE 6.

B. You decide to look for another job........
st eeiereiniereserenae s, turn back to PAGE 3

16
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You've taken a clerical job at an insurance
company. Time flies and you are kept so busy
filing and sorting forms that you rarely have
time to practice typing. Your chances for a
promotion to a typing job get slimmer and
s1immer.

A few years later, you ave making only %500

a nonth. Serving coffee to your husband and your
boss is a double drag. You hate your job but
your husband still hasn‘t found as good a job

as he had when you were first married. You're
still young, but you're stuck in a dead-end job.

If you aren't satisfied with this conclusion,
go back to PAGE 6 and try again.

s o= F k &% 5 8 & F §oE FoET EE FE SR
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You take a job sewing pillows at a factory.
At the end of six months your back aches and
your ears hurt from the noise of the power
machines. You're expected to work really
fast, but you're making only $2.25 an hour.
You see ahead of you vears of boring,
meaningless work. You quit your job to

look for something better,

A. You decide to try a job-training program
for a better-paying job....turn to PAGE 19.

B. You want to work in a gquieter place so you
take a job as a clerk in an insurance _
COMPANY v veveversesses.os turn to PAGE 14.

C. You think that getting more education will
help you get a better job so you enroll in
comnunity college..........turn to PAGE 13.

18
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At the job-training center, a counselor asks
you what you're interested in. You remember
that you've always enjoyed working in the
woodshop in the basement of your house, You
decide to become a carpenter.

The counselor is very surprised. He wonders why
you want to do heavy, dirty work. He tells you
that only two other women have been through

the carpentry training program-- and the men

in the program gave them a hard time. He
suggests that you take a bank-teiler job which
has a good management-training program.

Neither Jim, your parents, or your friends see
any good reasons for you to become a carpenter.

You don't think you can do it on your own so0 you
decide not to fight. Instead,

A. You take the counselor's advice and accept

the bank job...............turn 10 PAGE 4.
B. You decide to look for another "woman's
JOb" iiiiiieieaisiesaass.00 back to PAGE 3
...and try again.

AV
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You took the job at the bank. So Jim broke up
with you. VYou begin to have doubts about your
"femininity,” and worry that you will become

the kind of aggressive, "castrating”" woman

your friends have all warned you about. But

you also need to work, and you want a fulfilling,
long-term job.

You feel torn in two. ToO be womanly =- and you
do want to be womanly-- you think you had better
not keep such a challenging job. But on the
other hand, you want to feel that you're using
your potential, your talents, and energies. You
can see no way to be both truly feminine and a
management trainee.

No matter what you do, you will be unhappy and
guilt-ridden.

If this is not the ending you had hoped for,
go back to PAGE 1 and choose again.

o PAGE 1 wvevurenaresesen.atum to PAGE 11.

If you've already exhausted other possibilities

23
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You take the bank job and begin happily.
However, after several months, the strain of
the job plus night classes plus trying to
keep up a home and be a mother to your child
begins to take its tol],

Your husband has never been happy with your
decision to take the bank job, and as a result
he has done little or nothing around the house
to lighten your load. UWhenever your child is
out of sorts or acts up, Jim blames you.

Neither Jim's family nor your family offers you
any encouragement. In fact, they often make
jokes about "Debbie's Big Career "

Your own friends are not critical, but it's
plain they can't understand why you are
knocking yourself out for some far-distant
reward.

You find it harder and harder to keep going.
At last,

A. You guit the bank job. Since your family
still needs money, you look for other pay1ng
WOTrK. . .ovevuvoneeren-vasa..turn to PAGE 6.

..and try again.

B. You can no longer cope. You see no way out,
no way to be true to yourself as a person,
a wife, a mother, and a wage-earner. You
QIVE UD +ivrervnnnsnrnnnss .turn to PAGE 11.

C. You think about walking out on your husband,
family, and friends. But you wonder if
"running away" can really solve your
problems,

If you do NOT walk out, turn to PAGE 11.
If you DO leave, ,......turn to PAGE 22.

21
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22
So you've walked out.

We seemn to have come to a new and di fferent
topic: What happens to the woman who leaves
everything to find hersel f.

Someday we might write a game about her.

But for now: please start over on PAGE 1.

22
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