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7068 TRABES AND THETR THFLUERCE ON ADOLESCENTS® UDCATIONAL. CHOICE:

1. The Prublen

Adolescents of 16 to 1¥ yoars of age, who have completed thelr obligs-
tory sohooling, ere conditioned in their vocetional or scholastic choices by
many fectors, which cerive from tha economio and soulstal velue systam and.
strycture (which mey Le more or lass edvanoed), ee well as ¥rom thn school,
the fomily, and the pser group. Such conditioning is mere pronourcod in the
cesa of rural youtyn. not only because of diffecent housing snd socialization
conditions and economic structures, but algo oFten becesse th= Sultural ve-
luas dgés;inant in rural creas are reather spegial and somehow ouffursnt from
thosa prevelent in urbsn aress, In fact, the vursl anvirsoamert is still re-
latively isolated, both culturally (from urbasn end industrial velues) and 1n
terms of human relations (owing to 1ts sparse population, which in the oave
of adolascents means infraguent contect with thoir paersjy morsover, the ry-
ral family 15 dapendent: on traditionsl, crafte.an-1ike, subsistence-insuring
productive systems, Lnd preserves models of sction widch are mors intuitive
than rational, parforming @ job which is not considered to be a trade and
hente im not ssteemed in itself, #ar the specielizstion it involvaes, but is
a job which one bsgins early im life and to which ona scom bacomes sociald-
Zed. _

These conditf{onings, their spectficetion and oxtent, heve bean gnalyzed
in a complex and detailed socivlogical study of faur Italfsn provinces with
di¥fering degrass of modarnization in socisl, sconomic, and cultural terms.

Against this envirormental background (traditional vs, modernl, the
degres to which conventional imagss and job stareotypes condition the vocs-
tiaon~i or s:ialastic choiess of adolescents has baen exemined. This choice
is of great importance for the adolestent's futura: it determines whether
hg will end up in agriculture, industry, or tertiary activities, whether he
will atop in his family's social position o1 try te climb to & higher rung
on the social ladder (without ever knowing precisely how high the rung may be).

The study of vocational stereotypes, and, mors gemerally, of the mea-
nings ettributed to varicus jobs has acquired & long tradition and a copsi-
derabla mass of experience. Ag a matter of fact, the first researches on
vocetional stereotypes., conducted by Rice and Littersr in 1926, antadate
thosa on ethnic stersotypes. Often the vocational concepts studied regard

4
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tha three main productive sectors: tha small farmer for agriculture, the
manual laborst for fndustry, and the professicnal man for the tertlary
sactor,

The concept of work is broken down and analyzed with regard to many
factors: econpomic, meterial, interpersonal (relations with othsrs), perso-
nal (its potential for self-realization). We may refer here to the many
studiss of Friesdmann and Havighurst 11954), Super (1857), Rosenberg (1857},
Inghem 1970). and Gassor (1974).

Tha percoption of thsss factore, ov meenings. 1s in turn conditlonad
by one's experience of the job, one's direct or indirect knowledge of it,
and the prestige that the social system attributes to it. This is demonstra
ted py one of our findings: in traditional rural areas (as opposed to more
modarn ones) aegricultural labor is considerablyundersstimated and industrial
labor correspondingly overeatimated.All this goes to eshow how gresat an in-
fluerce may bas exarcised by the degres of stereotyping on vocational evalua
tions and hence on the lsanings and choices of ths individual.

Furthermors, the various implications or meanings of the concept of
work directly involve the individual's needs (cfr,the hisrarchy of human
needs developed by Maslow); thus, work may coms to satisfy certain specific
1ndividual needs, such &s economlc or vocatiunal eccurity, self-asteem.
self-rial ization.

According to Maslow's theory of needs, only when his lower needs (such
as survival) arz satisfied dnes an individual begin to heed higher needs
{safety. security, and so on up to self-realization). Starting from this pre
supposition, R. Gasson theorizes that the satisfaction of individual naacds
that ligs at the basis of any vocational option changes gradually as ona
passes from traditional to modern environments, and from low to high socio-
economic status,

Gbviously, for the purposas of our study of the nultupal cavses inval-
vaed in the concepts of agricultural and industrial work which influence tha
vocational cholces of rural adolgscants, it is important to distinguish the
type of needs that they expsct to be satisfied by the type of wark for which
they opt. In particular,if agriculturel labor is opted for, one may observe
how this job is considered, 1.e. whathar it is merely instrumental in-obtai-
ning securdity, prestige, etc.., or whether it 1s viewad as tending to lgad to

se1f-realization. o



A corraect appraissl of the motivation of such a choice is vary important,
inasmuch as it allows us to understand today the parsonality structurs of

tomorrow' s farmars.

An edolascent’s orientation towaerds his own future depends on many ve-
riables: whether ha lives in an isolated or highly urbanized area; whether
hls standard of living is high or low; whether society is highly mobile or
largely stable; whether the excess rural population finds an outlet in the
industrial aress of ths reglon or emigrates to more highly daveloped arsas
of other regioas or countries; whether tha process of ratianélizatign of
farming techniguass has a long and enlightenad tradition, or has not even
begun, the agricultural antivity thus reamining at a subsistence level;
whather the interrslationships of the diverse social elements of the coun-
tryside are more or less intense: whether, in sum, a traditional soclety 1n
which the social functions are exercised by a few institutions is giving way
to a more modern society in which rational behavioral patterns preveil and
the soclal functions are entrusted to a multiplicity of institutions.

Such was the complexity of the problam that 1t wes falt necassary to
compare differant rural contexts (and hence different sociel and economic
raalities).

On the one hand, Cosenza, in Southsrn Italy, may be considered repre-
sentetive of a rurel and social situation which 1s still basically traditio
i3l (although even heres changes are to be observed)s up to now it has re-
melned rather isolated and marked by a geographical and snvipormental situa
tion which renders difficult a new, incisive agricultural development. On
the other hand, the northern provinces of Reggio Emilia and Treviso may be
taken as indicative of a developed ecnnomic area such as the Po Valley. Thers
ara, however, differences between the sgricultures of these two provinces;
for, though the soll is much the same in both casas, the use petterns to
which it is put vary according to the local culturas and structure of land
ownership, but abovs .11 bscause of the differant social evolution of the
rural classes, the different degree of industrialization, and the mors or
less recent reception given to progressive idsas and hence tha differsnt

. relationship to tradition, . ,6_“
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The fourth area of study is the province of Latina. 1n central Ita;gg
It was officially born 1n 1834, Until that time most of the territory wasg
ewampy and malarial, and consaquently uninhablited, left to itself. Tha am-
bitious land reclemstion project of the Pontine marshes astablishad the
clty of Latina, as well as smaller towns and villagaes, which served as vi-
tal nerve centers for the mew human ssttlement, The population came from
the Veneto, Emilia and Romagna, and some from 1local areas; later they
were jolned by Southern Italians end Italien emigrants from Istria, Tuni-
sla and Libya. Thesa two factors (the nearly total absence of inhabltants be
fore reclamation and the heterogeneousness of ths new inhabltants’ cultural
backgrounds) make it possible, at least thsoretically, to analyze in depth
cartain mechanisms of change 1in socicl classes and systems which are mors

closely tied than others to traditional values.

3. IThe connotations of agricultural and industrial labor

The worklng schema used to study the implications of the two types of
work consists of two series of %i%teen adjective scales (divided into "very”,
"fairly”, "not very”, "not at all") regarding soms aspects of work in gena-
ral, the personal satisfaction expected from it, and the degrese of techno-
logical change involved in it. The adjectives used in the questionnalre ars:
independsant, secure, simple,prestigious, orliginal, requiring initiativae.
frea, monotonous. reqguiring sacrifice, remunerative. risky, satisfying, sa-
nitary, specialized, technical.

Thesa fiftesn adjective scales point up chvious features of ogricultu-
ral and industrial labor, Prasumably, they refer to latent and more genaral
connotations of the concapts of the two types of work. Thus it becomaes
important, for our purposes, to identify the underlying connotations by
isolating clusters which constitute a factor indspendent of the others, and
also by analyzing the intermal structure of sach of these factors, ldenti-
fying the direction and the entity nf the loadings of the adjectivas with
the factor.

Factor analysis 1s the most appropriats method for slaborating such

data, Hese 1t is used in the solution of the main components, followad
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by orthogonal rotation in accordance with the "varimax" method.

Eight factor analyses ware made (four for the concept of "sgricultural
work”, and four for "industrial work. The vocational connotations they
refare ta, and wihdch are hence implied in the two concepts, are indicated
by the following factors (which., 1n the mein, are parallel for the four
provinces): technologlical speclalization; physical strength required; aslf-
taalization) ramunmerativeness as a source of satisfaction and sacurity;
simplicity as a source of securlty; remunerativensss as gilving prestige and
security; remunerativenass and/or elmplicity as giving securitv.

At this point it 1is useful to give a brief sketch of the semantic
Connotations of the two c@ncepts,lwith a short discussion of the loading

coefficients of the edjectives that compose tham.

Parallel factor I: Technologicsl specialization

Treviso Egggiq,E, Latina Cosenza
Specialized .84 .86 .91 »85
Technical 80 .84 .87 .86
Secure .56 .08 14 =,.08
Satistying .53 .08 .18 .33
Sanitary 44 .20 252 .31
Remunerative 43 04 .05 .07

Given the high loading in "specialized” and "technical”, the first
parallel factor may be called "technological specialization”, in the scnsa
that specialization in agricultural labor 1is obtained by greater knowledge
and uyse of farming technology. This implies a conception of agricultural
lobor as a trade. which thus requires specialized training. Such training
should not be limited to the knowledgs of Farming techniques, but should
include some acquaintance with industrial techniques, machinery, the "pra-
fessionalization” of some phases of agricultural labor, ste,

In general, technological specialization is positively correlated with
good sanitery conditions, This means that young people coming from rural
environments where such speclalization exists are assured of the industrisl

regractabllity of agricultural work, in which the most depressing and "un-



dignified” aspects ara laft to machines, these modern sservants of man,

Lastly, 1t should be pointed out that the young people of Traviso enlar
ge the semantic connotatlons of this concept, connecting it with such impor-
tant features as sscurity, satisfaction, and remunerativeness. Apparently,
for these adolescents the actual possession of a trade, or the aspiration to
hava one, gives security ir 1ts remunsrativensss and, ﬁarhaps, in the inter-
chengeabllity of agricultural and industrial labor:; for this reason thay de-
rive psychological satisfaction from the feeling of having a type of employ-
ment which 1s no less modern for being in thse agricultural sector.

Parallel factor II: Physical strangth

Treviso Regrio E. Latina Cosenza
Risky 72 .71 .80 .79
Menotonous 55 .39 .22 .35
Requirling sacrifice 44 .78 .76 +75
Simple .44 .08 .05 .02
Secure .40 .26 -.02 .08
Requiring initiative -.02 -.20 -,52 -.05

Tho pdrallelism between the four factors is very high, especially
between the provinces of Reggio Emilia, Latina and Cosenza. At Treviso
"monotonous” tends to replace "requiring sacrifice” among the adjectives
that most heavily load the factor, and the presence of the adjectives "sim-
ple” and "secure” render the meaning even more complex.

There is a basic association between the degree of heavy manual labor
required and the risk involved:; thus, for a rural adolescent a Job "requires

sacrifice” 1if it 1s "risky” and vice versa.

Parallel factor TII: ﬁemunergﬁiVEﬁagsragwg;yingrgat;sfggtiﬂﬁ and security

Treviso Reggio E. Latina Cosenza
Remunerativs .43 .80 - .84 .73
Satisfying .53 .B1 - .64 .58
Sanitary .44 .63 -.20 .63
Secure .56 .47 -.48 47
Prestigious «23 .06 -.53 .61
Free .05 .53 .14 .37
Specialized .84 .03 -.08 24 9

Technical .80 17 -.15 W17
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The four factors shore the adjaétivas relating to psychological satil-
sfaction and security (expressed in terms of remunerativeness). The aconomic
sgourity expected from agricultural work indicatas an attitude which is
wldespread in evaluating vocatians, since it is encountered even in the cass
o7 industrial labor. On thae other hand, such economic sccurity is not in
contradiction with a modern attitude, which strasses open=-mindedness and
initiative, because it disassociatos security from anxiety of the new or
from ownership and from tha type of interaction with others in agricultural
work, and founds thils security on the fluctuating fortunes of economic in-
terests.

This kind of security is 3 necessary but not sufficient condition to
indicate a2 modern attitude in considoring entrepremeural activity in agri-
culture. There are mcny reasans for this: (1) often even those who do not
desire to undartake an ertrspreneural role in agriculture may base the
security of their jobs (in industry, for exzmpla) on "how much they earn”,
and use this as a yardstick for comparing jobs of choosing one rather than
another. (2) The adject’ve "secure” shows a low and diffused loading with
regard to all the factors of the four factor analyses. This means that
the adjective acquires a plethora of meanings, which refer to remunerative
ness, simplicity, riskiness, etc. (3) Within the genaral indication "remu-
nerativeness as giving security"”, there are diffsrant "syndromgs®, inasmuch
as the structureg of the factor at Treviso 1s different from that in Reggio

Emilia, and both differ from those of Latina and Cosenza.

Parallel factor IV: Simpllcity as a source of sgcurity

Treviso Reggio E. Latina Cosenza
Simple .44 76 .84 .89
Secure .40 32 .60 82
Monotarous -.56 .58 +26 .32
Risky =.72 .03 ~.08 .03
Raequiring initiative =.02 -.47 .07 -.04
Requiring sacrifica -.44 -.03 -.03 -.08

Although a certaln basic perallelisn exists in the connotations of
security and simplicity in agricultural labor, there ars some significant
differences batween the four areas studied, and in particular between Reg ]io

gio Emilia, on the one hand, and Traviso, Latina and Cosenza on the other.
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For the adolamscants of Reggio Emilia, 1f egricultural work is consi-
dered "simple”, it is also considered "monotonous” and as "not requiring
initiative”; vice verse, when it is considered complex, it is also varied,
pleasant, and roguires initiative. This conception of the simplicity or
complexity of agricultural work is based on concrete and objective crite-
ria, rather than on subjoctive and emotional gveluatlons.

The adolsscents of Treviso interpret the simplicity and security of
agricultural work more in matcriel and concrete terms (not risky, not mono-
tonous, not fatiguing).

At Latin:s =nd Cosenza the prevalent notion of security is clossly tied
up with the simplicity of agricultural work. This damonstratss a certaln
anxisty towards whatesver i= complex, as happens in industrial labor. There
seems to be some ambivalence towards technological specialization. On the
one hond, it is acknowledged that such specizlization gives greater presti
ge, @ higher income, more sanitary working conditions, etc.; on the other
ha I, theredis an attitudz of insecurity towards that "unexplorsd” side of
agriculture, and the terptation to revalue the simplicity of the rhythms

of the traditional mannsr of farming.

Parallel factor V: Self-realization

Treviso Regglo E. Latina Cosenza
Free =.75 42 .69 =,51
Independent -.56 .68 .58 -.16
Requiring initiastive -,B0 A7 .52 -.81
Original -.16 .BB .48 =72
Prestigious .21 56 =27 -.16
Regquiring sacrifice =-,60 -.04 .11 .03
Meneotonous 11 =.27 -.54 .11

This factor centers around the adjectives relating to the type of
action implied in agricultural work; independent, requiring initiative,
frea, original. The action thess adjectives refer to is taken 1n reference
to other pesopla. Agricultural work is felt to be independent of others,
hence fres from external conditionings, thus requiring initiative, and
finally original.

The differences between the four situations regard only marginal

aspacts of the concept of self-realization. For the young people of Tre-

11
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viso, the freedum, imdopoendence, and initiotive of action implied in this
kind of agricultural work involve sacriiices in carrying it out; whereas
for the yvouns people of Reggio Emilie it confers prectige, end thay end up

by judging it varied and nct manetonous.

3.3, Work in industry

o Rt e e mier = e

Parallel fector in Self-realization

Treviso  Regeio E.  Lgtina  Cosenza
Reguiring initiagt{ve .78 73 “u77 /B
Original .69 .52 -.60 71

Independent .45 .B5 =.71 3
F:FEE §B4 ;EB = ES igg
PF@StigiDUS -24 .35 “155 2

Satisfying 41 .38 -.48 06

Monotonous -.21 -,37 .18 -,449
Requiring sacrifica -.12 -.08 05 -.44

"Self-realizatien” here is explained by the pature of industrial labor
which is carried out in relation to other individuals. Thus qualities such
as initiative, freedom, and indepandence take on especial significance. May
one conclude that thess adolescents consider a job original, and indirectly
prestige-giving, when it is free and requires initiative? It really seems
that these young people have developed their image of industrial and agri-
cultursl work in thesec terms.

Even the prestige of industrisl labor falls intc this image, either
directly in the structure of tha fector (as in Latina) or indirectly, with
& consistently significant loading (as in the other thres provinces).

"Self-realization” is bound up with emotional satisfeaction in thres
af the four provinces (Cosenza is the exception). This semantic connota-
tion, so interssting and complete on account of the foundation of prestige
and satlisfaction that "self-realization” comes to assume, sesms to indica-
te a not easlly attainable ideal, inasmuch as independence, inmitiative,
and fraedom are seldom to be found in industrial typss of labor.

12
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Parallgl factor 11z Technokogfeal specielizetion

Treviso Lati na Cosenza
Spacialized .83 B8 -, 88
Technigal 89 83 ~ .04
Sanitary .17 45 -, B5
Secura | = 27 54 ~.05
Remunarativg .25 48 ~. 21
Satisfyding .15 45 ~. 24
Simple -1 -,10 Lt =27

Thare 1s @ strang parallelisn both For the adjectivas that compo S8 the
factors and for thedr degree o+ Joacing. The tiue mesning of tecnologlical
!spasializat:tan is not to be found sor ch i ths need for vocational trai-
ning as in dts consequances. In feck, a highly pachanized job is le o "ddrty”
than manval labor which 18 perHormed without the 61d of machires. This asso
ciation of “tgehmical” amd "spacielized” with the adjective "sanitary” laads
one to consdder ths comsequencas of sych specialization Ci.e., cleamnliness) .

The sltuation ot Latina ia more complex: There, i ndaed . othar Anpli -
cations or expectetions conrmected with "technological specialization” are
"sanitary cond4itions’, "remuneratdve ngss” L "security”, end "paychologicel

sati sfactior’,

Perellel factor Il ! Physicel st Tength

Ixevieo tatira  Cosgma
Requiring sacrdifice W75 =70 - 54
Monotonous 72 =60 -.03
Risky 36 -73 -.67 ~. 87
Independent =.54 -0 -.04 -, 44
Sanitary =46 24 32 .06
Frea =41 28 -.02 .12

The thizd parallsl factor may be called "physicel stxength', as 1€ 13
conceptually similer to the corzespording corvept of sgricultural work. Also
in the cass of dndustrial work, rutal achlescents relste physical styergth,
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or fatiguingnass; with the monotonous end risky character of the work (where
the risk is more physical than economic). Furthermore, except for Cosenza,
there i1s a general propensity to associate these rnegative fsaturss with un
sanitary working conditions; consequently, the absence of these features
comes to be synonymous with a "clean” job. Considerdng that sven highly
technical and specilalized jobs in industry are judged to be sanitary, it 1s
easy to see that specialization is viewed as @ sort of panacea by means of
which some of the most undesirable aspscts of work can be overcome.

The model described at the beginning of this discussion of physical
strength appears with greater clerity at Reggio Emilia and Latina, whils at
Treviso anu Cosenza it takes on broader and more problematical connotations

with the inclusion in the concept of the adjective "independent”.

Perallel factor IVa: Remunerativencss as a source of prestige and security

Treviso Reggio E. Latina Cosanza
Prestigious .70 58
Remunerative .61 .70
Sacure 49 «52
Satisfying .41 78
Sanit ary | 48 «13
Manotonous =.06 -.54

In the fourth factor, the parallelisn is divided into two conceptual
dimensions. In the first, relating to Trevise and Cosenza, prastige and re
munerativeness are directly connected with sscurity: in the sscond, rela-
ting to Reggio Emiliz and Cosenza, sscurity is connected with remunerative
ness and simplicity.

The components of the first part of thls factor are substantially the
sam@, sven though the degree of loading veries. Prestige and remunerative-
ness, lnasmuch as they are connected with security, may be considerad ne-
cessary conditions dn order that industrial labor be securs. In its turn,
such security glves rise to psychologlcal satisfaction ("satisfying”).Thus
security here is to be analyzed in terms of economlic convenience and the-

enhancement of one's Job status ("prestigious®).

- 14



Parallel factor IV b: Remgngrativgﬁésswéﬁﬂifé%féimﬁlicity;aﬁ,
ssourit |

Treviso  Regglo E.  latina  Cossnza

Simp la -.58 .70
Securs -.53 .64
Remunerative =.62 .22
Momotonous -.42 +30
Free -.32 .57

Indapendent -.32 .58

The second dimension of the concept of securdty regards Reggio Emilia
and, ance nore, Cosenza. It 1s to be analyzed in terms of simplicity and/or
reminerativenass. The parallelism here 1s not perfect: for the adolescents
of Reggio Emilia, in fact., securlty is associated not only with the wags
level that the job offers, but alsoc with the simplicity of the activity
inwived., In this way thay attempt to banish the anxiety they feel towards
the complex rhyttms of industriel work, The young people of Cosenza placs
aven graater emphasis on the simplicity of the work as & source of security,
which thus 1s largely a psychological dafense egainst the anxiety that

complicated industrial work axrousess.

i e S i T e omes S e B ST me w e R i S Y

First of all, it should be noted that the perellalism of the semantic
connotations of the concepts of industriel and agricultural labor is grea-
ter for the former than for the latter. This result should come as no
surprise if one considers that the conception of industrisl labor these
rural adolescents have acquirsd is & reflection of the imege of it pre-
santed to them by the stete schools and by the mass media, and hence it
is rooted in the general values of sn industrial soeciety. Thelr image of
agricultural work, on tha other Eand. depends more concretely on the spe-
cific situation of éhair families and their rural area.

Secondly, a comparison of tha profiles taken on by the meanings of
the concepts shows that industrial work is favored by ite greater techno
logdcal specialization, rﬁmunarétivenéss, and legser physical effort ra-

quired, while agricultural labor 1s thought to give greater possibilities

15
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Figurs 1 - Profile for thke four provinces of the meanings attributed by tha
adoleseents to agricultural work
Not at all Nat very Fairly Vary
0 ‘ ’ 1 2 3
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Figure 2 - Profile for the four provinces of the meanings attributed by the
adolescants to industrial work
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whether the cultural environmont in which the adolescents live is more or
less traditional or modern. In fact, in Cosenza there 1s a tendsncy to over
stimate industrial labor and definitely underestimate agricultural work,
As one moves towards more modern areas, the judgments glven of the two
types of vocation tend to become less one-sided and to be expressed in
lass stersotyped forms.

Obviouvsly, all this influences the cholees of future job made by
rural adolescents., Their decisions depend on thelr expectations and valuss,
as, for example, whether graater weight is attached to self-reslization or

to such factors as highser pay., sscurity, and technological specialization.

A brief reminder of the orlentations, aéﬁiratians and vocational or
scholastic choices of these adolescents is indispensable if ons wishes to
undarstand better the cultural causses undsrlying them.

The aspirations of the adclaescents concerned EBiﬁﬂidE t¢ a largs extent
with the dasires of fﬁEif parents for them.

Of the young people sampled, 65% desirs to continue their studies; most
of thaese wish ta study subjects which lead to employment in the tertiafg
sector. Fewer than 10% of them opt for agricultures about half of them in-
tend to study agrarian science, the others expsct to go to work immediataly.
The decision to study is more common in the Southern provincass, where the
opposite 1s true for vocetional choices.

For the most pert (70%) such choices are made for "expressive” subjec
tive reasons, beceuse the school indicated is "1iked”. The othar 30% meke
"instrumental” cholces with an ulterior aim in mind.

The agrarian and industrial schools preferred are located near homa,
whereas they are far away (somatimes very far away) in the case of more
difficult schools, or when only a non-specific docision to "go on studying”
is mads.

Whether an adolescent expresses ong aspiration or anothey daepends on
diverse factors, such as: the number of school ypars repsated, if anyj
Job experience during school yeerss sex: subjective (expressive) ar in-~

strumental motivations; the distance betweesn schocl end homas numbar of

eiblings) the structura of the femlly and ite pressure to meke & specific
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Table 1 - Adolescents' scholastic and vocational choices and provinces of
residence

Ada13§c§ﬁtsf7;chalaﬁr P;ﬂyinggﬁgf"reséﬂenggz
stic and vocational
choices:

Treviso Regglo E, Letine Cosenza In general

§tud!=
Industrial vocational/ A ) ) o .
- 5 - 5 - 121 13)4 ,—35 15;3 l4i7
technical high schools 5.3 H
Commarcial vocational/
teohnical high schools, 25,1 25,7 43,8 41,7 34,0
grammar schools, teschar-
training schools, ste.
Agrarian vocationa; ) ] _ L
grarian vocational/ 4,7 4,9 2,9 8,7 5,3

technical high schools

Continue studying,
without specifying in 8,5 12,4 13,0 10,86 11,0
what type of school

Go_to work immediately:

Agricultural work 2,5 4,0 7.2 2,8 4,1
Specified non-agriculty . g 22,8 14,9 12,8 18,4
ral jobs
Go to work (non-spacific) 13,2 3,4 1.4 1,4 5,1
Does not know 2:7 13,4 5,3 3,7 7,4
Totals 100,0 100.0 10,0 100,0 100,0
(235) (202) (208) (216) (853)
x% = 90.436 p < ,001 C= .32
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of egricultural and industrial labor: whether it is sélf—fsaliziﬁg, specia-

lized, fatiguing, secure, or nct.

5. How the images of agricul;q;alﬁandiinQQ5§E§§}Awp;k"1ﬂf1usncéwvceat;§ﬁél

—

cholces

In order to verify how such cultural images cendition vocational choi-=
ces, it is nmecessary to make a scale (test) of the variables that compose
sach of the factors examined in the preceding section. That is, the factor
must be measured.

For this purpose, the most appropriate taest, for e first approximation,
is Snedecor’s "F", which is hers utilized.

The application of this test ("F") indicates the following cultural di
mansions as conditloning the vocational or scholastic choices of the rural
adolescents. Namely, their choices are significantly influenced by attituds
towards:

1) the "self-realization” of agricultural work, for those of Traviso
(F = 2,35 p < ,05);

2) the "self-reslizing potential” (F = 3.63; p < .001) and "fatiguingness”
(physical strength) (F = 4.51; p < .001) of industrial labor, for those
of Treviso;

3) the “sel¥-reslizing potential” of sgricultural work (F = 2,42; p < .01),
for those of Regglo Emilia; ‘

4) the "fatiguingness” (physical Etféﬁg?h) of agricultural work (F = 2.21;

p < .05), for those of Latina;

5) the "fatliguingness® (physical strength) of industrial work (F = 1.99;
p < .05), for those of Latina;

6) the "technological Epécializatiﬂﬁ“'af industrial work (F = 2,80; p < .01),
for those of Cosanza.

Sinco the "F" test of Sncdecor givas a rather approximate indication of
the meaningfulneses of such conditionings, it may bea interesting to report
some other conditionings which, thor'gh not significant generally, may be so
locally. These are di?FarEﬂtia%iDns among tha various choices whiéhg accor-
ding to the "F" test of Snedecor, are slmost significent (from .05 to .10).
Thus ons observes a tendesncy for the choice made to be conditioned by atti-

19
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1) the fatiguingnoss ("physical strength”) of agricultufal wﬁrk; for tﬁaeé

of Traviso;

2) the "technological specialization” of agricultural work, for thoss of
Réégic Emilia;

3) the "remunerativensss as a source of satisfactiap and security” of agri
cultural work. for those of Latine;

4) the "self-realizing potential” of industrial work, for thoss of Latina

5) the "self-reclizing potentiel” of industrial work, for those of Cosenza.

The basic cultural images which structure the concept and idea of agri

cultural and industrigl work, and whieh influence vocational cholces, ars

"technological specialization” and "fatiguingness” ("the physical strength”),

which characterize such work, snd the "self-realirstion” ensured to the

person who performs it. This cultural influence in its turn depends on a=ny
other causas, which refer not only to the "way” in which the work is carried
on but also to the social sstesm in which it is held and tha-satis¥actian

it can offer. It 1s for this reason that the cultural conditioning on voca-
tional choices acquires different specific connotetians and impoctance in
the four provinces.

At Traviso, the adolescents® cholces are conditioned by the "self-rea
lization” that agricultural and industrial work can offer, and by the phy-
sical features characterizing the two types of work, whils "technological
specialization” is not particularly ragquired for their specific vocations
or scholastic decisions. At Regglo Emilia, too, the greater or lesser " self-
realization” offered by agricultural work takes on decisive importance for
the scholastic or vocational choice; in second place comas "technological
specialization”,

The characteristics of lndustrial work do not lead to particular de-
cisions, inasmuch as all tha adolescents considered have devaeloped similar
ideas of such work. This means that they have ell acquired the sama ldeas
and imagaes of industrial labor, end hence these ideas do not influence
their vocational nr scholastic cholees in any way, not even in the case
of ona who dasires to undertake activitiss or studiss which lead to caraesrs
in industry. In other words, the choice of industrial work is conditioned
by attitudes, values and situations which have nothing to do with the 8pg
cific characteristics of industriel work or the satisfaction it can give. 20

This confirms the "instrumental motivetion” underlying such a choice, a



fact which has already been observed in other social environments.

At Latira, the adolescents’ cholces are influenced by the physical
characteristics ("physical strength"), or the greater or lesser amount of
fatiguing physical labor required by egricultural or industriael work in
their conceptions of them. The other semantic components do not sesm to
assuma tha same importance they have in the Northern provinces (as regards
"self-realization”), or even in Cosenza ("technological specialization”).

Lastly, it should be observed that at Cosenza the comcaption of agri
cultursl werk, in its thrae main featurss (but the same is true of the se
condary features as well) of”self-realization”, "fatiguingness" ("physical
strength”) and "technological specialization”, does not influence the ado-
lescents' cholcaes, which therefore depend on external factors unrelated to
this conception. Or rather, the generalized internalization of these images
of agricultural work which all the young people have developed. whatsver
choice they may make, reflects an image which permeates the entire society
in which they live. And since this image of agricultural work is decidedly
negative (as a reading of the profile in Figure 1 shows), it is clear that
in their sociel system there i1s a gesneralized rejection of agricultural
work. In this case the image of agricultural work exercises its influence
not so much on the choleces of individusal adolescents as on this class as
a whole, inasmuch as the cultural value system of the enviromment in which
they live legitimizes such an image.

Rather, at Cosenza the adolascents' choices are conditioned by the
image relating to the "technological specialization™ of industrial work.
This means that & docisive role is playaed precisely by the "technological
speclalization” of a job which is per sg specialized, as industrisl jobs aras.

The cultural conditionlings exemined acquire even graaster cognitive
importance if one triss to identify the modalities of actualization, and
hance in what senss each of the vocational or scholastic choices is in-
fluenced. To this end, Figures 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 gather together the
choices in tha geomastric space formed by the cultural images of agricultu-
ral and industrial work which condition them significently(or nearly signi-
ficantly).

The choices are thus located in thls space. and the relationship of
each of them with the others can be interpraeted moras readily. This cen be

stated in the following points, 21



" (1) The concept of agricultural work as having a high ‘sslf—réalizing
potential” and as being not very fatiguing ("physical strength”), and vice
versa of industrial work as having a low self-realizing potential and as
being very fatiguing,orientates the adolescents of Treviso towards agrarian
studles (Figures 3 and 4).

At the oppasits pols are those adolescents orientatad towards indu-
strial studiag or immediate jobs outside the field of agricultura. They
highly value the self-realization ensured by industrial work, and correspon
dingly underestimate that offered by agricultural work. Likewlse, they do
not consider industrial work very fatiguing, whils for agriecultural work
their judgment of the amount of physical labor required does not differ
from that givan by adolescents opting for other futures.

Thirdly, the position of the adolsscents orientsted in the direction of
immediate egricultural work or else "the profession of housewife" may be in-
terprated as meaning that, though agricultural work is not considered very
fatiguing, it doas not give scope for "self-reallzation” either (in the sen
se of realdzing oneself through one's work), whereas industrial work is
considered not only easy (not very fatiguing), but also relatively "self-
realizing” and gratifying (with respect to those who are oriented towards
other cholcas). Ong possible éanclusi@n is that these voung people have
alrgady had experience of agricultural work (end are thﬁs used to its fa-
tiguingness), and are disenchanted with its potential to ensure "éalfargg
1ization”. The openness towards, if not overestimation of, industrial work
on the part of those who wish to go to work immediataly in the flields ssems
to indicate that their choice of such work is imposed, rather than raally
desired, by nseds extrinsic to their will, whether these be located in the
family, the farm, or the socisty, or all of them together.

Lastly, adolescents orientated towards studiss leading to jobs in the
tertlary sector, or indicating only a general desire to study or work,
vecupy intermediate positions in their judgment on the "potential for asglf-
realization” and fatiguingness ("physical strangth”") of agricultural and °
industdal work,

This modael of allocation of the vocational groups in thelr perception
of agricultural and industrial work (agricultural/industrial vocations;

other vocationss industrial/agriculturel vocations) confirms the hypothesis

.. _that farming populations feel the contrest of thelr world with that of 22



industry more keéﬁly than with aéﬁijﬁ%gggviﬁ the tértiary.saGfDr-v

(2) The adolescents of Reggio Emilia (Figure 5) are also influenced in
thelr choicss by their psrception of agricultural work as being more or less
"self-realizinz", and, secondarily, by the fact that it is highly "technolsc-
gically specialized”. Those who consider agricultural work "self-realizing”
and "specialized” opt for agriculture, either by golng to work im it imme-
diately, or by taking agrarian studies. Those who have developed an opposi
te opinion of agricultural work are orientated towards industrial jobs in-
stead. Thirdly, those who are orientatad towards studies leading to jecbs in
the tertiary sector, or who express a general desire to study, occupy an
intermadiate and non-conditioning position with regard to the imaga of agri
cultural work,

The conditionings are very cleer. They are connected, both 1in tendency
and for ths conditioning components of agricultural work, with those axpres
sed by the young people of Treviso in their cholces.,

But the discrimination in their choices is made only by the perception
of agriculturel work, and not by that of work in industry. This means that
the semantic connotations of the concept of "work in industry” do not mo-
tivate the prefersnce for such Jobs for their own sake, i.e. for the groater
or lesser "specialization", "physical labor”, and "self-realization” implied

by them.

(3) The adolescents of Latina (Figures 6 and 7) are significantly in-
fluenced in thair choicas by their perception of the greater or lessar
"fatiguingness” both of agricultural and of industrial labor. Morsover,
they are motivated by the different remunerativeness of the former and the
different degree of "self-realization” of the latter.

They are conditioned by their perception of agricultural work in the
following manner. Those who consider it "fairly” remunerative (and hence
satisfying and secure) consider it also "very” fatiguing (their choice is
"work 1n general”); on the contrary, those who consider it less fatiguing
consider it slso rot very remunerative (and hence not very satlsfying and
sacure) . This state of affairs (viz., the contradictory character attriby-
ted to agricultural work] influences their choices in ways which cannot ba
directly interpreted, in any case, those who choose agriculture always 23

[:R\ﬂ: considar 1t lass Fatiguing than do the ﬂthers. Thera is Elsg a certain
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difference betwsen those who wish to go to work in the fislds immediately
end those who prefer to become farmers after a period of study; the former
consider agriculture much mors remunsrative than the latter (who, perhaps
because they are aware that it can bs made more remunerative hy furthsrpqg
paration, choose to attend agrarian institutes).

The "fatiguingness” ("physical strength”) of industrial work is the
discriminating factor between those adolescents orientated towards agrarian
or tertiary studies or jobs from those who are thinking of industrial stu-
dies or jobs, or who indicate only a general desire to work or study: the

former consider it more fatiguing thean the latter.

(4) Lastly, the adolascents of Cosenza (Figures 8 and 9) are not condi
tioned in thelr choices by the characteristics of agricultural work resul-
ting from the factorial analysis, viz, "technological specialization”,
"physical strength” (fatiguingness) and "self-realization”. Thus the cholce
of agriculture as a vocation may be interpreted as being based on instrumen
tal rather than expressive motivations, that is, as not baing chosen for
its own saks.

This is further confirmed by the fact that the only aspect of agricul
tural work which has any influence on the choice is its remunarativeness,
considerad also as a source of satisfaction and security. In short, those
who wish to undertake agrarian studiss, as well as thoss who indicate a
general desire to study or who still do not know what to decide to do after
having finished their obligatory schooling, consider agricultural work more
remunerative than those who are directly oriented towards industrial studiss
or who indicate a general desire to work,

What impresses and influences the cholce of the adolsscents of Cosenza
is the "technologicel specialization” of industriel work. Those orientated
towards non-agricultural vocations think it is very spescialized, while those
oriontatod tuwards.a Just as immediate employment in agriculture consider

industrial work not very specislized. All the other cholces are located

batwesn thase two extrames in the evaluation of the degree of spscialization
Qo of industrial work. 24
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Figure 3 - The cheices made by the adolescents of Treviso on the basis of

the criterla of self-realization and physical strangth (fatiguin
gness) implied by agricultural work
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Figure 4 - Tha cholces maede by the adolesscents of Treviso on “he basis of

the criteria of self-realizetion and physical strength (fati-
guingness) implied by industrial work
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Figurs 5 - The cholces made by the adc iscents of Reggio E. on the basis of
the criteria of self-realization and technological specialization
implied by agricultural work
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Figura 6 - Tha choices made by the adnlescants of Latina on the basis of tha
eriteria of remunerativeness and physical strength (fatiguingness)
implied by agricultural work
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Figura 7 - The choices made by the adolescents of Latina on the basis of
the criteria of self-realization and physical strength (fatiguing-
ness) implied by industrial work
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Fisure 8 - The choices mada by the adoleacents of Cosenza on the basis of
the criteria of remunsrativeness and security implied by agri-
cultural work and by industrial work
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Figure 9 - The choices made by the adoluscents of Cosenza on the basis of
the criteria of self-realization and technological specializa-

tion implied by industrial work
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6. Conclusions

To sum up, these vocational images condition the adolescents' choices
according te models which are modified ¢s one passes from the northern pra-
vinces to the central-southarn ones, from the more modern ones to the more
traditionel ones. Thus, at Treviso and at Reggio Emilia the choice of a voca
tlon (immediate or future), whether in agriculture or in industry (or in en
intermediate tertiary position) is motivated by the personal self-realization
it can offer; secondly, the degres of fatiguing physical lsbor required is
important for the young pecple of Treviso, while the specialization (of agri-
cultural work) is conditioning for those of Reggic Emilia. There is no agoubt
that their choices are fundamentally influenced by "achievement” which de-
termines success in economic action. ihis is even clearer at Reggio Emilia,
where even the degree of "specialization” of agricultural work is a discri-
minating factor in deciding fir or against this type 2+ activity.

In the central-southern provinues, the choices are rooted in concreta
and instrumental aspects of agricultural or industrial work. In fact, &t La-
tina the degres of fatiguilng physical lebor raguired in agricultural or indu
strial work 1s the deciding factor in the choices. For the young paopls of
Cosenza, the cholces are still conditioned by instrumental aspects of the
Jjob examineds viz., the specislization of industrial work and the remunerati
vaness of egrirultural work.

The conclusion seems substantially justified that in these last two
social envirommaents the choice, whethar for agficulturé or not, 1s basedon
instrumental motivations which are both external and internal to thes job ;E

self, as well as to the "self-realization” that it permits.

32
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