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"Oral History concerns itself with conservation of a special kind. It conserves the
intimate knowledge and experience of men and women who have made significant con- .
tributions to the life of our times, or =vho have been ideally posted to observe them.
Oral history interviews may constitute an entire series by. one individual about his own
life, or they may center upon a single theme or topic as ‘seen by many persons from
many perspectives. They are tape-recorded and transcribed into typescript. The
typescript is then checked for accuracy by the interviewer and his respondent, .. .,
subject to such ... restriction upon use as the respondent may impose. There the
memoir remains, for the benefit of scholars of this and succeeding generaticns." -

From Oral History: 25th Anniversary v
Report, Columbia University, 1973.

What is folklore?

Whenever a lullaby is sung to a ckild; whenever a ditty, a riddle, a tongue-twister,
or a counting-out rhyme is used. ... '

Whenever sayings, proverbs, fables, ...folktales, reminiscences of the fireside
are retold. .. : ‘

Whenever out of habit or inclination, the folk indulge in songs and dances, in

ancient games, in merry-making to mark the passing of the year or the usual festivities. . .

Whenever a mother shows her daughter how to sew, knit, spin, weave, embroider,
malke a coverlet, braid a sash, bake an old-fashioned pie... v '

Whenever a farmer on the ancestral plot trains his son in ways long familiar, or
shows him how to read the moon and the winds to forecast the weather at sowing or
harvest time. . . » ’ ‘

Whenever a village craftsman--carpenter, carver, shoemaker, cooper, blacksmith,
builder of woc’en ships--trains his apprentice in the use of tools, shows him how to
cut a mortise and peg in a tenon, how to raise a frame house or a barn, how to...carve
a shovel, how to shoe a horse or shear a sheep...

Whenever in many callings the knowledge, experience, wisdom, skill, the habits
and practices of the past are handed down by example or spoken word, by the older
lo the new generations, without reference to book, print, or schoolteacher,

Then we have folklore in its own perennial domain. ... :

Marius Barbeau, Quoted . in Standard
Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology &
Legend, Funk & Wagnals, 1972. This
is one of a number of definitions given
by folklore scholars,which are quoted
in the Standard Dictionary.

"Immigrants, from whatever land they may have come, brought with them memories
and experiences of an older social order and a cultural pattern which represented a
civilization different from that of the United States in its early years.... Civilizations
muck: older than our own are mirrored in the folksongs, traditions, customs, and
folklore of any immigrant group.”

From Carl Wittke, We Who Built America:
The S__a_gz g_f_t_h_e‘Immigrant,
Western Reserve University,
1939. - . ‘




TO:

Part1c1pants 1n the Oral Hlstory and Folklore Project planned

to collect remlnlscences and folklore from Mlssour ns from:Germl”b

or German—speaklng fam111es (Amstrlan, SW1ss) or those:of‘other:;
nic backgrounds wno know German (Hungarlan, Pollsh, Ukranlan groups

often know German)

1.

Reglster your 1nterest in partlclpating on the form ,“
in the "Suggested Guidelines." Additional forms:are
available on reguest. : BT T

Collections of material may be sent at any time to:

A.E. Schroeder S

Department of Germanlc and Slavlc Languages;'

University of Missouri-Columbia ‘ -
- Columbia, Missouri = 65201

The best student collections in each of the three categor- “
ies for the 1974-75 year and the 1975-76 year will be award- -
ed prlzes and, if funds are avallable, will be publlshed in
a maga21ne. ‘

Deadline for all entries: September 1, 1976.

 Both student and non-student collectors will be invited

to participate in a conference in July, 1976 on Oral
History and the Immigrant Experlence. -The purpose of
the Conference will be to recognize participants, pro-
vide an opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences,
and offer workshops and lecturers on folklore and Oral
History.

..+.in a multiethnic society a greater understanding of the

contributions of one's own heritage and those of one's fellow
citizens can contribute to a more harmonious, patriotic and com-
mitted populace....all perscns should have an opportunity to learn
about the differing and unique contributions to the national her-
itage made by each ethnic group....

From Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965




‘The ObjeCthES of the Oral Hlstory Pro:ect Among the Mlssourlanspfj
‘'of German . background are manifold:  To. collect and preserve the =
reminiscences and’ histories’ of communities, famllles, or individuals
through interviews with persons of German her1tage ‘and ‘thus* ‘gain
insight into the immigrant: experlence in-Missouri; to collect and -
preserve knowledge" ‘of surviving customs, folklore, and: llngulstlc.
characteristics of those of "German background who still retain many.

of the old folk beliefs, sayings, and songs after several generat;ons‘-a

in America; to gather knowledge of German arts and crafts Stlll
practiced in Mlssourl. :

- And to transmit and share the knowledge gained, through publl-
cation, in magazine or book format, and through a Conference on the
Immigrant Experience, planned fﬁm October 21 23, 1976. '

To preserve, in archlves, the materlals collected for the use
of students ‘interested in ethnic culture and social h1story.

The Oral History Project is planned to serve a dual: purpose.
It will provide an appropriate contribution to the celebration. of the -
approaching Bicentennial, honoring the sigrnificant influence of.
German culture on the state that was the "Gateway to the West," de-
monstrating the universality of the American experience, whether :
Ango-American, French-American, or German—Amerlcan, ‘and it will pre-
serve valuable soc1al hlstory ‘which would not otherw1se be recorded

There is hardly an area of Mlssourl Wthh does not prov1de a
rich field for investigation, not only for surV1V1ng customs' dnd
- traditions, but for knowledge of early life in Mlssourl in- Germanirplm
communities. Germany has. contributed more place names to the state.
than any other country. and eéven in those areas settled by the French,&'
Cape Girardeau and Ste. Genevieve, for instance, the German 1mpact
on the history and culture has been significant. ' One of ‘the most
interesting characteristics of the German ‘population’ of" Mlssourl is.
that it includes communities settled by those who. em1grated dlrectly
from Germany and those who came from other German—Amerlcan settle—'
ments in Pennsylvanla, Minnesota and elsewhere." :

For a long tlme, as Anericans, we have subscrlbed to the "melt—

ing pot" theory. However, we have now begun to recognize that ethnic -

backgrounds should be a source of pride and that: we should do as:
much as possible to preserve the "old ways in the New World."

This can be a very exc1t1ng and valuable eXperience for student
collectors and for adult collectors as well and we hope you will
join us in the Missouri Oral History Project.

Viel Glick!



The Oral History Associatnm recognizes oral’ history for ,what it is-
lng a body of, historical information in oral form usu 'ily ‘on, tape. &B e hola y
community ls involved in bath the production} nd' use of. oral history‘ the Association‘ :
recognizes an opportum*ty and ‘an oblllgation 2 ) the part of all concern' A \
of hlstorical source as authentic and as useful as possibie IR

Guidelines for the interviewee.

1. The person who is. m»terv:ewed should be selected carefully and his wishes m\ust
govern the conduct of the mterview -

2. Before underlakmg a taped interview for the purpose stated above, the mtervmewe
(or narrator) should be clear in his mind regarding mutual r:ghts wuth respect to tapes and
transcripts made from them. This mcludes such things as: seal privileges, literary rtghts
prior use, fiduciary relationships, the right to edit the tape transcriptions, and the right to
determine whether the tape is to be disposed. of or preserved ‘

3. It is important that the interviewee fully understand the prnoject, and that in view o
costs and effort involved he assumes a willingness to give usefui information on the subject
being pursued. : .

Cuidelines for the interviewer:

1. $t should be the objective of the interviewer to gather information that wlii be of
scholarly usefulness in the present and the future. The interviewer who is collecting oral
history materials for his own individual research should always bear in mmd thls broader '
objective. :

Z. Inorder to obtain a tape of maximum worth as a hlstorlcai document, |t |s mcumben
upon the interviewer to be thoroughly grounded in the background and experiences of the .
person being interviewed, and where appropriate and if at all feasible, to’ review the paper_
of the interviewee before conducting the interview. In conducting the interview an’ effort "
should be made to provide enough information to the interviewee to assist his recall. -

3. it is important that all interviews be conducted in a sp:rlt of objectivity and schoiarly
integrity and in accordance with stipulations agreed upon.

Guidelines for sponsoring institutions:

1. Subject to meetung the conditions as prescribed by interviewees, it will be the
obligation of sponsoring institutions to prepare easily usable tapes and/or accurate wped
transcriptions, and properly to identify, index, and preserve such oral history records for.
use by the scholarly community, and to state clearly the provisions that govern thelr use.

Unanimously adoptéd by the Oral History Aseociation,
November 25, 1968.



‘ KINDS \OF PROJECTS

Once: you have selected a category +o concentrate on, the next oo
step is to locate a person- or persons €o interview. You' may want
to undertake a "depth“ progect or a: “survey“'pro:ect.r e '

A deEth roject is. the 1nten51ve collectlng of all klnds of
h1stor1cal ang folklore data about one person, ‘one communlty, one
occupation or trade. ‘This would ‘involve ‘a number- of interviecws over
a period of time with one person or with several leaders of the
communlty, with practitioners of a craft, with others who might
give you information about the project. - You would probably want

to do some research on the project before your flrst 1nterv1ew, 50
that you would know what questlons to ask. _ S

‘ A survey project is a sampling of the folklore of several in-
dividuals, groups, or communities. You may choose to concentrate

on one genre, such as songs, riddles, tales, beliefs about the wea-
ther, planting, foods for certain occasions. A collection of Ger-
man recipes or German pattexns in needlecraft, a collection of chil-
dren's games, legends of ghosts or witches, of strange happenings

or death customs would be good examples of a survey. In the area

of history, a collection of experiences during World War I or World
War II would be valuable social history.

In either of these projects, but particularly in a survey
project, it is important to remember that a good collector is
never in a hurry. He has time to get acquainted with the person
who has agreed to talk to him; to explain what he is interested
in and let the person decide whether he has the time to- spare for
one or several interviews. In collecting games, 'songs;, proverbs,
riddles or material of this kind the person often knows a number
but can't think of them when first asked. You might want to ask
the person to write them down as he thinks of them and call for
them later. If you do this, it is very important that yor make
the follow-up call; first of all as a courtesy to the person who
has agreed to help you with your pro:ect—- secondly, yox may,get
a very valuable collection. :

A local project ham been defined as collectlng one or nore
kinds of data from your own family, from nelghbors, from school .

mates.

Incidental collecting is collecting as the opportunity arises.
In the course of your project you may find information or material
from another ethnic group that does not relate directly to the German
Oral History Project. We would advise to collect this material.
It may be submitted and will be given the same consideration for

awards as other entries.

*The types of collecting projects were defined by Kenneth S.
Goldstein, in A Guide for Field Workers in Folkliore, Folklore As-

sociates, 1964.




- CATEGORIES OF MATERTALS'

jibut talks dbout whatever he re
f}questlons may br1ng a, varlety

o Therefore, in conduct1ng_1nterV1ewsyyou ar ,';7”-y . et
h1story of .the communlty or-. famlly, ‘folklore, and 1nformat1on'on

customs.  When you edit 'the' interview you will: perhaps ‘recounize: that‘jf
you have elements and aspects of all these areas of human llre and L et

others._ o » ‘ o ¥ ‘T'

- It is 1mportant to preserve the 1nterv1ew in. 1ts entlrety, oo
whether it fits 1nto the category you have selected to concentrate } Lo
on or not. ‘ Lo 4 S 2

Solely for the sake of convenlence, to prov1de a. framework for
the project and to allow the individual collector to concentrate
on and investigate in depth those areas and aspects that ‘#re most
1nterest1ng to him, we have establlshed three categorles of entrles
in the Project. - .

CATEGORY I:

Reminiscences of the person's life; hlstory of his famlly
or the communlty. Famous events he remembers, Well known
people in the community. Any 1nformatlon about- the .Church
or the school he attended

CATEGORY II

German or other customs: St. Nlcholas Day, New Year s, Pre—
Lenten, wedding or funeral. German crafts: Cabinet making,
cookery, brick laylng, wood carving, brewlng, farmlng, toy
making. ,

CATEGORY IIT .
Language survival. Folklore'(sayings,‘beliefs), folksonés

or games.

~

‘ Whatever category you select, the wishes and pr1vacy of the
individual should be respected at all times. If the person is wllllng
to give his name and address, this will be very helpful for future _
research. If he prefers' to remain anonymous, you may use initials
or.a descr1pt1ve 1dent1f1catlon.;.a bricklayer, a house-wife, a: -
minister. :The Oral History Association has established Goals and’
Guidelines, and we want to make every effort to see that the w1shes.'
~of the person 1nterV1ewed regard1ng the use of his mater1a1 are.

respected.




‘aRemlnlscences of the person‘s iife ;h1story of h1s

Zor of the communlty.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER ASKING

1. vDoes ‘the. person know f cm Wthh town, prov1nce or area
in Germany h1s fam11“~emrcrated? H;_,v~; g -

2. Does he know why h1s family—-or 1nd1v1dua1 ancestor--'”
decided to: leave Germany° R e

Why they dec1ded to come to the Unlted States?

Why to Mlssourl? Was early llre hard? Has he heard of'”f*jr
or does he remember ‘natural. dlsasters (earthquake HE o) e R
nados, floods)? : Was life in’ the United States :as: expec- o
ted? Did his parents or does he want to go back to Ger-.lﬁ“”
many? R : v e

3. 'What is his. occupatlon?

4. Have others in h1s famlly had thlS occupatlon?

5. To Wthh church does he go’ ff

6. 1Is German used in the church serv1ce or. byvmembers of the
' .congregatlon? - : : , T

7. Where d1d he go to school?

8. Was German used 1n the school? C

9. Is his communlty or nelghborhood pr1mar11y?German or are
those of German orlgln 1n ‘the” m1nor1ty? e

10. _Does he st111 speak German w1th'members of h1sﬂfam11y?

11. 1f not, can he understand or read German?‘ff

‘12.?'Does he remember any spec1a1 ‘customs from:chlldhood-—Chrlst
mas.or New Years...weddlng...other? Sl S

13. Does he have spec1a1 food on rellglous holldays or at other
t1mes? . N

_ These are- only examples of questlons that can be . asked to* get
the person you are. 1nterV1ew1ng talking: about his: famlly and himself.
If he is willing to do. so,: ask: for- names, b1rthdates, and b1rthp1aces_
of his parents;’ grandparents, etc., If he is" w1111ng to talk: about - his:
~exXperience. durlng either the First or the Second World War: ask if- he

- felt there was discrimination: agalnst German-Amerlcans during this: :
© time. - If you can'do so naturally,. ask’ what he thinks’ of "The Amerlcan
‘Dream. " Does 1t mean freedom, opportunlty...;?«_3g: e L

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

traditional patterns they used?

. ‘Bsk the person you are interviewing
Christmas%EveffChriétm&s7ﬂmﬁe1£th Night
Fasching, Lent, Easter; ‘May Day; Mid
Are there other holidays they cele

_. Were thére special decorations?. Sp
tivitiegassociated with these holidays

' What were thé:weddiﬁgfcustqms?' |
How did carpenters celebrate the completion of a building? .

Did farmers have a special,ceiebratibnfWhéh £héfér6pé were "
harvested? o ‘ E Lo S e RS

There are many examples of German crafﬁémanéhip-in Missourir'

Churches, barns, residences were built by German'artisans. Doc- "
umenting the history of a building would be an. excellent project. .

There were wood carvers and Cabihet makefélﬁubid_ﬁﬁéy have_5ﬂf
German cookery has influenced duf foodways;ih;théﬁﬁnitéd;i -
States in many ways....Christmas cookies, Easter breads, and other
foods that are traditionally German are’'still made .on ‘special -
Occasions. Foodlore is a very intéresting_aspect of ‘a . culture.

There are many German cemeteries in Missouri, and many of.
the gravestones have inscriptions in German. A collection of ;
rubbings or copies of the inScriptions,.a'history_Of;;he'cemeteryi"
information about the stone cutter who made the stones and other .
historical data would reveal much about the community over-a long
period of time. One interesting questien to investigate 'is . where
the stone cutter got the inscriptions. Was there a book he used?

10




‘from one- generatlon to another (and often 1s) this

sarlly true.ﬁ Young: pe0p1e have tradltlonally learned chants

'“rhymes, games, and’ sayings- ‘from one another. in 'school. . If: you '

Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERIC::

have a classmate from a ‘German famlly, he may be w1111ng to be
1nterv1ewed for your pro:ect.j“ o SR L

A proverb or a. folk belief is the collectlve w1sdom of a
people. One of the most fascinating aspects of folklore is.
that there are parallel beliefs, proverbs-wtales, songs 1n all
cultures...African, A51an, E ropean Amerlcan Ind1an. ‘

Games, riddles, trlcks, tall tales, stor1es of
witches or ghosts, an1ma1 lore, weather lore, lore
‘about good or bad luck, meanings of dreams, lore

about plants, cures, "sayings" that people have
heard all their lives. L

Songs, folkdances, traditional tunes.
Language survival:
1. Does theiperson count’in German?

2. Are there saylngs in German he st111 remembers9

3. Does he speak "hlgh German" or "low German’"'
4. Does he remembﬂr any songs in German° |

'EQUIPMENT:

Alth@ugh some of the prOJects can be carrled out w1thout 5
a recorder, by taklng notes during the- 1nterv1ew and’ wr1t1ng€¥?
it up- 1mmed1ate1y afterward, to- document an- 1nterv1ew in .- o
German or to collect. examples of. language surv1va1 1t 1s 1m—-v
portant to record on.a cassette or-ona- tape.p e -
If you do not have access to a cassette or tape recorder andr
believe that the person should be recorded please let me

know and. I will try to arrange for the use of a- tape record—a

er.,




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- use of future students of. M1ssour1 Hlstory an' -
.. be’ publlshed 1n a: magaz1ne or book 1f the ‘person

‘eighties, and nineties. Be on time for the 1nterv1ew .and be care-

.teresting people. - We know you w111 learn much about social hlstory. 

ERIC -

s w1111ng

Explaln that .you want the manuscrlpt orttape of‘the 1nterv1ew
to be accurate and you may need to re-check detall” later

qome of the persons you 1nterv1ew may beﬁln thelr-seventles,
ful about tiring the person. "If the person isin a retlrement

home" inquire about meal t1mes so. that you, w111 not 1nterfere w1th
his schedule. . : L

If you have a camera: avallable, ask the person 1f you can
take a plcture. : ,

If the person is a. craftsman—-baker, cook, wood-carver-- ask
if he can show ycu how he actually does the work. “If you have a
camera available take a picture. Perhaps you or one of your- class-
mates can. make sketches or drawings of the handlcraft artlcle.- "

If the person knows a folk dance,ask if he can teach you the
steps—--we hope to have demonstratlons of dances at. the 1976 con-
ference. : :

If the person knows a song, proverb, r1ddle,_ch11dren s -
rhyme in German, try to learn it. If you are not a musician,
perhaps one of your classmates or friends can take the music
down for you. : ' I

Note if the person refers to himself as "German" or to his

‘community or neighborhood as -"German."

If‘you can do so,vask him what he thinks are the character-
istics of Germans--are they d1fferent from their nelghbors of
other ethnic backgrounds° :

We predlct that you w111 meet and get to know some very in-

Again Viel Glck!




THIS REGISTRATION‘FORM INDICATES*INTEREST.;ATHERE ‘IS 'NO OBLIGATION
TO SUBMIT. 28 ENTRY.. ADDITIONAL coszs MAY BE HAD UPON' REQUEST._ o

.STUDENT-JT -
 REGISTRATION FORM
NAME:
SCHOOL:
GRADE OR CLASS:
AGE:
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

I wish to submit an entry for consideration for an award.

Yes

No

I would like to have my entry considexed for publication in
a magazine or book.

Yes

No

I would be interested in attending a cdnference on Oral
History and Folklore in 1976.

Yes
No.
I have read the "Oral History Association Goals and Guide-

lines™ and I will make every effort to see that the wishes of
the person interviewed regarding the use of his interview will

be respected.

Signed:
DATE:




N : . -  THERE IS NO OBLI-
'GATION TO SUBMIT MATERIAL 9 ADDITI0NAL COPIES MAH BE' HAD UPON T

!REQUEST.v
NON-STUDENT REGISTRATION
FORM
NAME:
ADDRESS :
OCCUPATION:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

I would be interested in having my collection considered
for publication in a journal or book.

Yes
No
I am willing to have my collection deposited in an
archives to be used by students and scholars.
Yes
No
RESTRICTIONS ON USE: None

Outline of Restrictions

I would be interested in attending a conference on Oral
History and Folklore in 1976.

Yes " .

No

My collection is made in accordance with the "Goals and
@uidelines” of the Oral Hlstory‘Assoclatlon.

Signed:

Dateé

ERIC s

T 5
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Name:

Address:

Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:
Nationality:

Places of Habitation:

Occupation:

Father's Name;

-Father' Place of Birth:

Date of Birth:
Grandfather' Piace of Birth:
Date of Birth:

Place of Interview:'

Notes and Remarks:‘

| GERMAN ORAL HISTORY PROECT

Rt ‘DYATE:

County:

Languages Spoken:

Dates Iived theré:

Mother's Name:

Mother's Place of Birth:

Date of Birth: . '
Grandmother's Place of Birth:

A
it

‘Date of Birth:




a SMALL Ekct;ms'zon“]; ER

l;‘Take a trlp o
‘;through -the towns 1n Mlssourl

: . v Feel. namlng it all ‘its’ joy:: S
‘ : .~ as'we: go_through Braggadoclo, Barks,

‘ - Bourbon) ‘Bean Lake = -
- and: Loose- Creek.~g e

If we should get: lost ‘
we could spend:the nlght at et
" Lutesville,. Brlnktown, Excello,
Humansv;lle, or Klnderpost.'

Nooaway,

Mona”van Duyn - ;
In Poetgy May, 1972

Much about the settlement and development of a state can
.be learned through it's place names, axd accordlng to Profes

sor Robert L. Ramsay, 1n our Storehouse of Mlssourl Place'Names'

“Germary has contrlbuted more place names to our State than has
any other_country. Professor Ramsay p01nts out that the Ger-
mans came comparatively. late,‘after the Indlans, the French, and
the Amerlcan bioneers had successlvely occupled the land and
had already named the consplcuous featt A8 of the landscape and
the oldest settlements, but "once they had" arr1ved, they 'soon:
became a formative force, Loth by the1r numbers and by thelr
character, in the life of the State; and it was not long before
they set their stamp upon its place names as well.-

Much history, and sometimes folklore, can be collected;‘

in the study of Place Names. Some German Place Names in Missouri’

are: | |

Towns and Counties Towns and Counties
Alma (Lafayette) 'Augusta‘(St.aCharles)‘
Altenburg (Perry) o “ ‘Babbtown,(Osage)nf
‘Altona (Bates);v ‘ ‘Bahner‘(Pettls)

e



’*TBerger (Gasconade)

'L'N_Bernhelmerg(Warren)

‘jBethel (Shelby)

fBlehle (Perry)

Bismarck (St. Francois)')

Bruner (Christian)

Brunswick (Chariton)

Cappeln (Warren)

Dederick‘(Vernon)

Deicke (St. Louis) .

Detmold (Franklln)
Dlehlstadt (Scott)
Dlssen (Franklln)
.‘Dlttmer (Jefferson)
)Dresden (Pettls)
Duenweg (Jasper)
rDutzow (Warren)

7:Emden (Shelby)

. Emma (Lafayette)

f‘Frankensteln (Osage)

‘Frankfort (Plke)

Frederlcksburg (Gasconade)

Freeburg (Osage)

o Freistattﬁ(Lawrence)

' Friedenburg (Perry)

2‘Frohna (Perry)

Towns and CountleSZT“
“Vcerstér: St. Clair)

Goldman (Jefferson)ﬁ.

_Oetters (Franklin)'

Gower?(Cllnton)
Hartsburg (Boone)
Hermann (Gasconade)“ﬂ* fjf
Hoberg (Lawrence) : vly
Hoene Sprlngs (Jefferson);
Holsteln (Warren)

Klel (Franklln) -
Kllever (Monlteau) |
Kohler Clty (Jefferson)
Koeltztown (Osage) )
Koenlg (Osage)

Krakau (Franklln)

Leopold Bolllnger)

Luebberxng (Franklln)

Llppstadt'(St. Charles)

Maxv1llem(Jefferson)

Mehlv1lle‘(st. Louls)
1llhe1m (Perry)

Mlndenmlnes (Barton)
New Hamburg (Scott) "
New Melle (St. Charles))j:
New Offenburg (Ste. GeneV1eve)

'Oerman (Jefferson)



‘T6wns:and7C6ﬁnties”'“

Oldenburg (OSage)
‘Otto (Jefferson)
1Pyrmont‘(MOrgan)f
- Rader- (Webster)

Rhlneland ’Montgomery)

Rombauer gF@eler)

Schubert (Cole) | »Welngarten (Ste. Genevleve)
Schluersbﬁrg (St;:Charles) ‘WentZV111e (St.v harles)
Schuerman Heights((St{ Louis) Westphalia.(osage)f

Seckman (Jefferson)

Seligman (Barry)

Towns and Countles

1<Steffenv111ef(Lew1s)

(Strasburg (Cass)
’?Sw1ss (Gasconade)
'Txeloar (Warren)
) Vlenna (Marles)

(Weber‘Hlll

Wien (Chariton)

Wittenberg‘

(Jefferson);fr

(Perry)

Seeburger (St. Charles)

zell (Ste. Génevieve)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



SPRICHW'bRTER
PROVERBS

.Wer A sagt, muss auch B sagen R
Those who dance must pay the fzddler.

Arbeit macht das Leben suss. - -
Employment makes life sweet.’

' Bescheidenheit ist. e,ine, Zier. o
Doch :weiter kommt man ohne ihr.
‘Modest dogs miss muoh-meat.

‘Bier auf Wein, das lass sein;
Wein auf Bier rat' ich dir!
Beer on wine, let that be;
Wine on beer, I advise thee.

Aller guten Dinge sind drel.
The third time‘is ‘the charm.

Ende gut alles gut
All is well that ends well

Alles, was. glanzt 1st nich* Gold
All tha glitters is not gold

Wer andern eine Grube grabt fallt selbst hinein
He that mzschief hatcheth mischief catcheth

Eine Hand wascht die andere
One hand washes the other

Viele Hande machen bald ein Ende
Many hands make quzck work

Heute mir morgen dir ‘ '
Every dog has its day, and every man his hour

| Hoffen und. Harren macht manchen zum Narren
He that lwes on hope has a slender diet

Wer einmal lugt dem glaubt man nicht
Und wenn er auch die Wahrheit spricht.
Once a lzar, always a liar ‘

Madchen, die pfeifen und Huhner, die kréh'
‘Den soll man bei Zeiten, Aden Hals umdreh'n
Whtstling girls and crowmg hens
Will not come to any good end £ .




Morgenstunde hat-Gold im Munde.": -
The early bird catches ‘the worm

“In der “Not frisst der’Teufel Fliegen.
A hungry man, can't ptck and choose..

Je oller - J‘ e toller
There 's no fool ltke an old fool

Peck schlagt sich Pack vertragt sich
' Dog does not eat dog

l Probieren geht uber Studieren e S
The P"OOf Of the puadmg ls m the eatmg

Die Ratten Verlassen das sinkende qchiff
The rats are always ftrst to leave the Shlp

Reden ist Silher Schweigen ist Gold
Speech is. great. but sllence is greater

Aus dem Regen ‘in‘ die Traufe. C
Out of the ﬂ‘ymg pan into the ftre.-

Eine Schwalbe macht noch keinen Sommer.
One swallow does not make a summer.

Zwei Seelen und ein Gedanke.
Great minds thlnk altke.‘

Wo gehobelt wird, fallen Spane. ‘
You can't make an omelet wtthout breakmg eggs.

Im Tode sind wir alle'gleich .
In death all are equal.

Nach dem Tode gilt das Geld nicht mehr .
You.can't'take it with you.

These are samples of proverbs whtch have equivalents or related
forms in several languages.

And one perhaps typiéally German -

: Wenn der Hahn kraht auf dem Mist, ,
Andert sich's Wetter, oder es bleibt wie's ist

Q
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_ TOMBfSTONES;

In Bo‘onville

Hier ruht die Asche des
Gerhard Lutz -

Geboren in Wuberboich

Den 27. Feb 1805

Gestorben in Boonville
Den 10 May 1856

MARY
Wife of
Paul Stegner
Born in
Frolmlach Herzogthum
Sachsen Coburg
May 3, 1810
DIED
Feb 25, 1857

Charles F.W.
Schierholz
A native of Prussia
Died ‘
July 27, 1891
AGED 68 YRS

VATER
KARL HECK

"GEB.

25 Dec. 1821

Gest.

20 Apr. 1915

In Freeburg. ‘
" Hier ruht in Gott'

‘,Clara'Dauk

'~ Geboren

21. . Oct. 1829
‘ Gestorben
16. Dec. 1906

Die gerechten Seelen

sind in Gottes: Hand,
In des Friedens ew'-
gen Vaterland
R.I.P.
DAUK

Hier
ruht in Frieden
Katharina
Koeber. .
- Geboren ,
24 Juli, 1825
Gestorben
12 Jan, 1911

'Sellg sind die Tod-
'ten, die in dem.

Herrn sterben; denn
ihre Werke folgen
1hnen nach.
R.I.P.
KOERBER

In Hermann:

MUTTER

* HENRIETTE  HECK
Geb'." 'Guenther -

. GEB.
28 Juni, 1828
. Gest.
1 Aug. 1901

Im Leben und Tod vereint




© GERMANS IN MISSOURT

.Gateway to the West“ d1d not develop on a large scale‘untll the

1830's, prlmarlly 1nsp1red at. that t1me by the wr1t1ngs of Gott*
fried Duden, who settled down as: a gentleman rarmer on the'Mlss%uri
R1ver near Dutzow 1n Warren County and llved there for nearly

three years, from 1824 1827 After h1s return to Germany, Duden
1

publlshed a book in 1829

wh1ch became a best seller and arousedf
great enthus1asm for em1gratlon to the: r1ch and V1rg1n lands of‘“ﬂﬂ
the mldwest. In the 1830's large groups em1grated from Germany

-and settled along the Mlssouri Rlver, partlcularly 1n St Louls,wﬂh"d

Warren, Franklln, Gasconade and Osage counfles. Gert Goebel

his book, Langer als ein Menschenleben in Mlssourl, publlshed 1nif:”

1877, relates that a. group of German emlgrants known as the "Ber-‘*
liner Gesellschaft" scattered and settled 1n 1832 1n Montgomery
County, north of Wash1ngton, the area ‘that is today Warren County..

Most of these "pioneers" were educated men, profes51onal men w1th

academic tra1n1ng, wealthy or ar1stocrat1c men, who because they
were not partlcularly well su1ted for front1er farmlng, soon were ff?
called “Latln farmers. Most of these settlers soon d1scovered

‘how unreallstlc and 1ncongruous the1r European 1dea of farm1ng

was. in: Mlssourl and many moved back to St Lou1s or to well esf

rntabllshed c1t1es 1n IllanlS or Indlana where their professlonal

E



‘vtralnlng, the1r talents as’ bus1nessmen, art1sans,vor craftsmen.

.were needed o ,;,“ , ,'7;

Notable among the settlers of the 1830's was ‘a. ﬂontlngentp3:

of about 500 persons organlzed by the‘"Glessener Auswanderer Ge-‘,fk

~sellschaft," travellng in: two groups v1a New Orleans and Baltlmore_ﬂ

nd led by 1f’aul Follenlus and Fr1edr1ch Mﬂnch, most of whom settledi

in Warren County near Duden s former home.?‘ ThlS group was dellb-gg
erately planned to have a cross sectlon of Cerman soc1al classes,'vv
and some of them became d1scouraged and dlSlllUSloned w1th plo- fff”
neer life and moved to the c1ty, ‘but many succeeded 1n the farmq?h

areas and encouraged further colonlzatlon.“

The missionary efforts of the : Jesults, espec1ally those of

the Belgian Father Ferdlnand Hel:.as3 led to the formatlon, begln-

ning in 1838, of several par1shes 1n Osage County,,where groups

of Cathollcs from the Mﬂnsterland, the Rhlne, and Bavarla had

settled s1nce 1835.47

The towns of Westphalla, on the Marles R1ver

Rich Fountaln, Loose Creek, St.

“was the "Stephan-led Alt-Lutheraner" from Sachsen,fwhlch embarkeu

'from Bremerhaven 1n November 1838 1n f1ve shlps bound for New Or-‘
leans and traveled from there by Mlss1ss1pp1 Rlver boat to St.m
Louls., In Aprll 1839 the majorlty of the group that was to become

the Mlssourl Synod whose energet1c educatlonal andlpubllcatlon'

E program cont1nues today, settled 1n Perry County, whereftheyxfounded

‘the towns of Altenburg,fDresden,

?seelltz,‘and Wlttenberg,ﬁﬁ

Frohna, Johnnlsberg,.Paltzdorf

'EmélnlY;RrO;

A number of the 1mm1grants

Q
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fesSional men, artisans, and merchants chose to remain in St.

.:where they founded _their own congregation, the: Trinity Evangelicai
Lutheran Church._' | |
Apparently traveling on the . Missourilto Franklin near theigH
present-day c1ty of BoonVille and then follow1ng the old Santa Fe
Trz 11 southwestward in the early 1830 s“la small group of German_
settled along Lake Creek in Pettis and Benton counties and founded
the settlemtnts of Mora and Cole Camp.‘ These sett1ers were mostly

from Westphalia or Hannover and generally speak a: low German dia-*;

lect.7

On the last boat of the season, December 6, 1837,7seuenteenif**3
- pioneers belonging to the'"Deutsche,AnsiedlungséGesellschaft_zu;ﬁ
Philadelphia," founded in 1836, came to a IOVely'area on the Mig--

souri River and founded the town of Hermann, today Vigorously maln_;ﬁ

taining jits German . ‘heritage. By 1839 the population had grown to

450 and the town presented a very German_appearanCe.8 The.area_b

along the Missouri River from St. Louis to‘the_mouthgof.the_Gasf

conade was soon known as the_"Missouri'Rhineland,”»wittherman

settlements at Augusta, Dutzow, MarthasVille, WJshington, Holstein,

Treloar, Bernheimer, Hermann, Rhineland Frederiksburg, Dissen, Det-

mold, and Kiel.

Perhaps the second most prominent citizen in:early St.,doseph,d
which was founded by Joseph Robidoux, was Frederick W Smith.p Cap-'y
tain Smith was born in 1815 in Prussia, received his early education

in his native town and then entered a military academy, where he

- was trained as a CiVil Engineer.‘ At the age of eighteen he sailedf
for America, landing 1n New York in 1833 : He remained there forvfj

almost a year and then moved to New Orleans, where he was employedl

Q
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ffat a cotton press.:? Because of the outbreak of yellow fever, he

of 600.

“the Mlss1ss1pp1, and the Mlssourl r1vers and the1r prollflc steam-'

.n1f1cance for the settler mov1ng westward ' However,-the Germanv”:”y
771mmlgrants had ‘a tendency to remaln near the port of entry, and 1n-“

fcreas1ng numbers settled along the M1s51ss1pp1 Rlver.»

‘went up the MlSSlSSlppl to St Louls, where he was soon app01nted
‘Deputy Clty Surveyor.‘ In 1838 or 1839 he left for the Platte Pur-
chase and settled at "Blacksnake Hllls,' now St. Joseph.y He made
the or1g1nal map of St. Joseph and named the town after the founder_
Joseph Robldoux. He served as Captain of the Mllltla for years, _:,
was later a Major of the State Volunteers, and 1n 1841 was app01nted
first postmaster of St. Joseph. In 1861 he was elected mayor of ..
the city and later became Judge of the Buchanan County court.gf
About 1840 German Cathollc families began settllng in Ste Gen-*f
evieve County, in the area of New Offenburg and Zell, s1nce that |
tlme known as "German Settlements,' and 1n 1844 Wllhelm Kell founded

a German communlstlc colony at Bethel in- Shelby County.10

~ Purchaswi
1ng over 2,500 acres: of land Kell was soon 301ned by many of h1s:;
followers from Oth and from Phllllpsburg, Pennsylvanla, so- that -
W1th1n three years the colony of Bethel had a populatlon 1n excess
11 Although Bethel and Nlneveh were the state s most suc-V
cessful experlments in communal 11v1ng, shortly after Kell's death
the organlzatlon ended and 1nd1v1dual ownershlp was restltuted 1n

June, 1879.‘2» o | | 3 | .
Whlle 1mm1gratlon to Mlssourl durlng the f1rst half of the

century depended pr1marlly on the ma1n waterways, such as the Oth,:

boat trafflc, later wagon tra1ns and rallroads tocx on a major s1g-,




New Madrld w1th a populatlon of;600

1s‘part1a11y'German,

Cape G1rardeau, Wlth 2 100 (partlally German) people,sa

Hannlbal the thzrd largestgiltyplnkthe state, w1th about

4, 000 (partlally German)hpeople,ﬁﬂﬁEfim‘i
"St Charles, wJ.th 3, 300 (half of them German)
Augusta. ent1re1y German,_p |
yWashlngton in Franklln County, almost ent1re1y German, has‘
a populatlon of 2 000,,' | ‘
Hermann,lln Gasconade;Count s w1th a populatlon of 1 400
| "In Hermann verglsst man, dass man SlCh 1n e1nem n1cht-r;
teutschen [s1c] Lande beflndet."ls | |
Jefferson Clty, seat of the Government, w1th 3 000 of whlch
more than half are Germans,_'
Boonv111e, w1th 3 500, is partlally ~erman,’f
Warrenton, 1n Warren County, 1s about half German, .
: Warsaw, on the upper Osage Rlver, has approx1mate1y 600 people‘

part of: whom are German,h

:ton,.seven mlles above*Leavenworth on the east bank'of?the

_Mrssourl, w1th 2 700

eople among whom over 1/3:are German
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’7‘curred in th1s decade.1 A notable community in the western part-"""

""that bad *ha Germans not en11sted 1n such large numbers in: the'-

Unlon Army the war mlght have taken a d1fferent turni‘fkecords :f
in the Adjutant General's 0ff1ce 1n Jefferson Clty show that |
‘many of the Unlon Army clerks were German and that enllstees
from alli sect1ons of Germany and of all educatlonal levels
Jolned the Unlon. One of the earllest reports of mllltary
clashes. between German . settlers and Confederate sympathlzers

came from Cole Camp 1n Benton County, where men who had not

enlisted in the Unlon forces 301ned the Home Guard to protect

thEII farms. Durlng the nlght of June 16, 1861 Southern sym-rf~-:

Karl Bruehl and hlS sentrles. In the ensulng sklrmish Captaln

Briehl and. several of the Home Guard Wereikllled.o‘ wounded‘"

" No. clear p1ctures of the casualties‘on the Confederate side

'gcould be gotten because the Southerners wlthdrew and tookftheir

‘57dead and wounded Wlth them 1n a wagon; howevervfoth the postma ter

‘of Warsaw and the edltor of the South Western Democrat_were sa1d5

ﬁto be among the dead 16
By 1870 the populatlon of Mlssourl had 1ncreased to l 721 295
of whom- 113 618 were. German born, while another 11 ooo had been

w?born 1n Austrra and SW1tzer1and, and group settlement st111 ocefﬂ7

nzof the state, prlmarlly composed’of Germans who had f1rst stopped




Agproperty on the-
“f-and founded the C 0

',Lutheraanhurch

'Valley schoolhouse was bullt.’ ThlS served'as“akmeetlng place-unt1

.the first church could be bullt 1n 1896-97 jGerman'serv1ces are
said to have been held untll l920 1n Lowry C1ty.,;

An excellent and detalled study of St. Louls and 1ts German
population by Sister Audrey Olson shows that after the C1v1l War,
as immigration to the c1ty 1ncreased yearly, peaklng 1n 1882;-the
c1ty developed a maze of German. communltles and soczetles, the

19»‘It 1s a. propen51ty for

latter eventually numbering over 300.
forming societies that other ethn1c groups flnd somewhat amus1ng
"about German-Amerlcans; it has been said that 1f three Germans‘ |
get together they e1ther form a polltical party or a soC1al club,
or perhaps both--a good example of folklore, wh1ch expresses an yfﬁ
,obserVatlon of a soc1etal characterlstlc by exaggerat;on.ﬁ'
There were benevolent socletles to aldwnew 1mmlgrants,

athlet1c societies (Turnverelne), soclal clubs formed by 1mm1—

‘-grants from varlous proV1nces or reglons, trade groups, slnglng

';socletles,'culturalfsocletles to study llterature or‘the theater

One of the*flrst German'socletles'ln St. Louls

.'uand many others;

Q )
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\Min11848 There was a.Bayern Vereln (A Bavarlan”Club

1883), a Schwelzer Mannerchor, and a Schwaben'Verelnf

only a few. Today 1n St Louls there are stlll about ten German
singing soc1et1es, often organlzed accordlng to thelr reglonal

origin. 1In addltlon there is a Schuhplattler Klub, a Plattdeutsche

Club, a Fussball—Vereln, as well as an actlve unlt of the Steuben
Society of America. - o »

The influence of such men as Carl Schurz and the Hungarlan
born .Joseph Pulitzer on St. Louls in the 1860 s and l870's 1s well

known. Schurz, editor of the St. Louls Westllche Post from 1867-

1869, was elected a U.S. Senator from Mlssourl in 1868.t A natlve
cf Liblar, near Cologne, Schurz subscrlbed whole—heartedly tovthe
American ideals of freedom of the 1nd1V1dual As Secretary of the
Interior in 1877-1881 he sDonsored a more just treatment of Amer-
ican Indians and: beaan the natlonal park system Pulltzer worked

with Schurz on the Westllche Post and later establlshed the St.

Louis POSt-DlSpatCh.;

B" 1890 the peak of German born res1dents of M;ssourl was
reached, with the census shOW1ng 124 461 the; ‘ beakin

populatlon was estlmated to: he at least tW1ce that large n the

state as a whole. German clubs in St Louls and elsewhere'contln-

ued very actlve into: the 20th century untll a comblnatlon of two
historical events mltlgated agalnst the contlnued preservatlon of
-a German culture within the Amerlcan soclety.‘ These were, of course
World War I and the Amerlcan experlment with’ natlonal prohlbltron,
which resulted in the 18th Amendment to the Constltutlon. G K Ren—

‘ner has shown that in Mlssourl the Citizens' Dry‘Alllance capltalf;

Q
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~ ized on the emotional ‘issue Of the War.anc
'} ofﬂ£h¢éﬁajor.bréWihggiﬁﬁéfééﬁs:?&?fagéﬂ;r?th cause of temperanc
'“AnvédvértisémeﬂfzinVEhé}ééiihéfieidﬂbaiiyiLea&éf of Novembe: i,
3;1518 tiedvthé'Kéiser:é#dftﬁél#éi@éhTﬁéééfﬁéfkéhaﬂquéd

‘"dry vote is a:VOte §g§in§ﬁfthé Kaiser...

tures to a common pattern in America, an idealistic conception of .

' the United States, the "New World," as a crucible that §6u1d di§fV

A few months earliér, at]a @eé£iﬁgfiﬁ:Cépé“G
1918, the‘Missouri Cdﬁncii Qf”Défénséﬁhéé;é@théﬁ}éhréé'ldﬁiqn;

which was given wide publicity throughout’the state:

The Missouri Council of Defense heartily pproves.ithe
patriotic’efforts_ofdeve;nOf“FrederiCk}DifGa;dhét;#or. _
abolish the use of the German language in: this State. -
" The MisSouri Counci1;Qf;péfénSeﬁis)obbbsédgtbTthe
use of the German language in the ‘schools,. churches;
lodges-and.in_public;méetings@offeveryﬁChdfactgg.;;The
council-be?ieveSjthatfthe.eliminationﬂof4thmanwand,the
universal use of English at'all 'such gatherings. .is o
essential to the development of a true; patriotic senti-
ment among all the people. = o e R
The general-adoption of English by all'patriotic
German organizations is a'national‘duty‘and;promptbaction
by all such will be regarded by loyal Americans as :the.
Cclearest evidence of loyalty and a sincere determinatioa1

to help and not hinder the American hatidn‘in this war.
The resolution urged ail citizens of Miséoufi,ﬁo'féétf;in from
violence, and in fact the only serious ihcidehtjof vioiéhce‘that ‘
seems to have occurred was that after the war in”Augﬁst 1919 in

Jackson when the publisher of the Deutscher Volksfreund was forced

by returned soldiers to promise not to prinE’German any more under  ¢

the threat of having his press destroyed}zz]
The "melting pot" theory'of American 50ciety became‘firmly
established as an ideal during and aftgf World War I}“,The phrasé : j

"melting pot," descriptive of the assiﬁiléfionf6fff5cesfaﬁd éulé-

4
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solve rac1al prejuclce, was. derlved from a. play of that name by

Israel ZangW1ll The Engllsh born ‘son of Russlan lmmlgrants, Zang
will proclalmed 1n hls play that from the her1tage of the Old
‘World past—-1ts dreams, sacr1f1ces, tradltlons, and superstltlons i
--a new product would emerge, a new man, and a new culture Wthh
would be far better than the old. HlS play, produced 1n New York
in 1908 became a synonym for the Amerlcanlzatlon of immlgrants.

A revised edition of the play, publlshed in: 1917, appended a table

on "The Meltlng Pot in Action,” which showed that of the l 427 227

"Aliens" admitted to the Un1ted States 'in- the year end1ng June 30
1913, 101,764 had been German.?? |
, Most ethnic groups accepted the‘"melting:pot" theory, and
World War IIX further decreased‘the usefovaerman in the United
States. The fad1ng of the German 1mpact and the 1mpact of the
0ld World, in Missouri may perhaps be symbollzed by the sales

records of the Schwarzer mu51cal 1nstruments made by the well

known Austrian zither maker of Washlngton, Mlssourl._ Total sales't
declined steadlly after 1893 but in 1918 only 68 1nstruments were
sold; from 1936-1946 there were 28 sold and from 1947-1951 only

two. 24

In 1970, Mlssourl, with a populatlon of 4 676 495 could count
only 10,58% who were born in Germany, although l78 000 Stlll con—'ﬂ
sidered German the1r."mother tongue, 'show1ng some strength and -
tenac1ty of the German culture and language 1n the state. Among.
those of German background are the Mennonltes.; There are. 16 Men—~i
nonite: settlements in Mlssourl, and these commun1t1es preserve thelr»
- soclal and llngulstlc 1solatlon, speaklng what they often refer to_

as "Pennsylvanla Dutch,? an‘archalc_mlxture of Alemannlc or . Palati-




"nate dialects w1th many Americanizations.‘ In other'Germanncom-

‘ munities, even when the language 1s ‘no’ longer spoken,zthe people

.think of and refer to themselves as German, and those of differ-ﬁ
‘ent national origins consider them German., Although the surv1val

of the language in Missouri may be minimal in v1ew of the current

population in the state,_there 1s a movement, inspired perhaps B
by the approaching Bicentennial, to preserve in local and state
museums the arts and crafts of the Missouri immigrants.~ In con—}tiff
junction w1th this and w1th the increasing 1nterest in ethnic.é'f
studies and the recognition of the value of cultural diversity;‘p
1f is hoped that more detailed studies w1ll be made of . languagek'
surVival and the survival of the old customs and ways.‘ In many.
areas of Missouri, particularly in the retirement nones, there'
are Missourians of German background with interesting stories toif
tell, with memories of customs dating back hundreds of years,

with remnants of the language their forefathers used.

1970 Census figures show that the greatest number:of "for-
eign stock" in Missouri gave Germany as theirdcountry:of origin.
From Adair to Wright, there is hardly a county in the state which
does not have some residents who are first or second geaeration
Germans. In over 100 counties the most often mentioned country
of origin was Germany....

Participating in the Oral History projeot among the Missouri
Germans offers the opportunity to learn much about an ethnic group
that has made a great impact‘on Missouri during the last 150.
years. It will help preserve'the German Heritage in Missouri. We
j believe this Will be an interesting, rewarding, and valuable Bicen--ﬂ?

tennial Project, and we hope you Wlll jOln 1n.
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