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INTRODUCTION

Psychologists, sociologists, and the Dade. County com-

munity in general are faced with the problems developed in

a new generation of Cuban youths that are being raised in

an atmosphere of cultural shock. This new generation is

constantly striving, looking for a way to cope with the prob-

lems that it faces due to the cultural gaps existing

between the Spanish and the American communities.

It is apparent that due to the trnsition from a Latin

to an American culture, discrepancies and problems have

developed for Cuban parents and their children in general.

BACKGROUND At7D SIGNIFICANCE

If ono delve into the Cul:aq and American cultures in an

effort to make a ccwparison of the concerns as indicated

below, it is obvious that numerous differences in the patterns

of behavior and on cultural rolos and expectations are drastical-

ly different:

Cuban American

I) Language: Spanish 1) Language: English

2) Dating patterns: include 2) Dating patterns: exclude

ch;lprollinc7. chaperoning

3) Ethical issues: tend to be 3) Ethical issu(?s: tend to be

more restricted, more liberated.

4) Wardrobe: more conventiona' 4) Wardrobe: MOre informal.

4
5) Family: extended. 5) Family: nuclear.
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These cultural differences have been in many cases the

cause of a generatic!, gap between the Cuban parents and their

children. The Cuban parents have come to this country with

their own set of values which differs from the American way

of Jiving. Their Cuban children are exposed to these two

different culturs throur4ht the home, the community and the

Becaune the ntudents constantly confronted with

these two set of values, che author assumed that the results

of this confrontation could possibly be identified by the

ntudentn through conversations in a group interaction session.

Gonzalez-Reigosa (1975) in a paper dealing with the

impact of cultural change on the psychological organization

and stability of 1mbers of ethnic groups in the USA stated

that, "in most cares the acculturation process was in one way

or another related to personality disturbance and psychological

:;tre:,!;. The differential rate of acculturation within a

family unit can also lead to intr&-family disruption... The

most common source of conflict that can be encountered with

an immigrant family is that caused by confrontation of values

held by parents and older family members which are derived from

the culture of tbe homeland, and the values held by the children

and younger generation that are the product of the formative

years spent in American society. The roles and values placed

on tradition in often the element that animates the conflict

within the family where the culture heritage is different

5
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betw,en the children ind parents... The Cuban-American

youngster will find that their parents and other relatives

(the (xteryled family ztill predominates among Cubans) will

pldce de.ands a%d impose values upon them which they consider

unreasonable, ar,.1 if accepted, will make them extremely un-

popular' among their peers."

Consequently, the purpose of this project is to determine

how the d:Ifferent value systems faced by the Cuban child in

the USA at !,chool and at home influence the child personality

and behavior, and his relationship and communication with his

parents.

6



PROCEDURE

To study the seriousness of the implications as

indicated in the introduction and background and significance

and to obtain more valid and reliable data, the author felt

the need to study a large sample of Cuban students. Conse-

eu.ntly, :)n November 24, 1975 the author requested and

reeeived permi!:sion from the Principal of the Pan American

Ititute to hold a group interactior session with an eighth

grade class of Cuban students. The author feels that it is

im:)erative to note that the Institute is a predominantly

Spanish private bilingual school where the students receive

instruction in both languages and pertaining to both cultures.

The purpose of the group interaction session was to discuss

issues and concerns which dealt with the Latin-American and

American cultural differences as experienced by these students,

trying to determine the human interaction patterns existing

between the children and their parents, as well as the children's

reaction to the bi-cultural concerns.

In an effort to follow through with the goal of the

project, the t:esearcher developed a questionnaire designed to

elicit specific data. The questions were to be used in the

group interaction session and as a mechanism to invite or

motivate the children to express their opinions and reactions

reglrding their cultural environment and their parentchildren

interaction.

-4-
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To obtain an accurate account of the students responses

and their comments, the author requested and received prior

approval from the principal and the students to use a tape

recorder.

RESULTS

The results reported 3n this section consist of data

collected from the questions and recording.

From the 35 students in the class, 50% were male, 51% were

ferale. Ages ranged from 13 to 14. In a 99% both parents of

the students were Latins; i.e., oaly one student reported to

have one American parent. Two (2) students (5.72%) have lived

in the USA from 1 to 5 years. Eighteen (18) st.,.dents (51.43%)

have lived in the USA from E to l0 years. Fifteen (15)

students (42.1"1 1:re born here.

1. SCHO'fl.

Item 1

iteri l on the questionnaire was designed to gather informa-

tion on how the students fee?. about their sehool--Do they like

it? The data collected revealed the following: Thirty-three

(94.2'1 of the students indicate0I that they like the school;

one (2.)%; of the students indicated that he did not like the

school; one (2.9?,) of the stndents indicated that he was un-

decided.

8
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Question (A) of Item I asked the questionDo you like

your teachers? ".'1 data collected revealed the following:

Fourteen (401,) of the students indicated that they liked

their teachers; fifteen (43%) of the students were undecided;

six (17) of the students di,: (1,spond.

Quertion (B) asked the questionDo you like the atmosphere

prr.v,ii]ing in the school? The data collectel revealed the

followin7: thirty-two (91.40) of the students indicated that

they liked thy prevaling atmosphere; one (2.9%) indicated

that he did not like the prevailing atmosphere; one (2.9%)

indicated that he was undecided; one (2.9%) of the students

did not respond.

Questi()n (C) asked the questionDo you like your pecrs?

The data collected revealed the following: twenty-five (71.4%)

of the students indicated that they liked their peers; seven

(20't-) of the students indicated that they were undecided; one

(2.9) indicated that he did not like his peers; two (5.7%)

did not respond.

Item 2

Item 2 on the Tiestionnaire was designed to gather informa-

tion on whether the students like English and Social Studies

classes as much as the Spanish and Cuban History classes. The

data collected revealed the following: ten (28.55%) of the

stud:Tits indicated that they did like Enqiish and Social Studies

classes as much as the Spanish and Cuban History classes;

9



7
tweriLy-four (69.55U indie;:ted that they did not like English

and Social StuJtes classes as much as the Spanish and Cuban

History classes; ory! (2.9) Cid not respond.

Question (A) of item 2 asked the questionDo you feel

that bOth English dnd Social Studies classes and Spanish and

CuLan History classes are necessary? The data collected

revealed the following: twenty-four (68.55%) of the students

indicated y-s; eight (22.85) indicated no; three (8.6%) of the

students were undecided.

Item 3

Item 3 on thc ques'..ionnaire was designed to gather informa-

tion on the Lnglish and Spanish proficiency of the students.

The data collected revealed the following: thirty-five (100%)

of the students. indicated that they felt confortable speaking

Spanish; thirty (fl5.7) indicated that they felt comfortable

speaLing English; five (14.31) indicated that they did not feel

confortable speaking English.

t (,rn 4

Item 4 on the questionnaire was designed to gdther informa-
1

tien or---Whtlir or not the students would rathei attend a

predominantly American school. The data collected revealed

the followinc!: three (8.5Fr) of the studeits indicated that

they would rather attend a predominantly hmerican school;

thirty-two (91.42'1) of the students indicatcd that they would

rather not. attend a predominantly American school.

10
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II. HOV.E & CULTUF:AL VALUES

Item

jtem I of section II on the questionnaire was designed to

gather information on how the students feel about dating.

they like ha-:ing a chaperon? The data collected

revealed the following: seventeen (h8.58%) of the students

in(iiu:Ited that they prefer to have a chaperon; eighteen

(1.42J) of the estudents indicated that they would not like

to 1:1V._ d chaperon.

Question (A) asked the questionWould your parents insist

on your having a chaperon? The data collected revealed the

following: twenty-four (68.57%) of the students indicater .

that their parent1,; would insist that they have a chaperon;

nine (25.7.Z) of the students indicated that their parents

would not insist that they have a chaperon; two 15.71%) of the

students were not sure.

Item 2

Item 2 of section II on the questionnaire was designed to

gather information as to whether or not the students liked the

way they dressed. The data collected revealed the following:

thiity-three (91.2111) of the students indicated that they

like the way they dress; two (5.71%) of the students indicated

that they did not like the way they dress.

11
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Question (A) of item 2 asked thr question--Do your parents

a,jree with the way you dress? The data cOnectod revealed the

following: thirty-three (94.28%) of the students indicated

that their parents agreed with the way they dressed; two (5.71%)

of the students indicated that their parents did nat agree with

the way they dressed.

Item 3

Item 3 on the questionnaire was designed to gather inferma-

tion as to whether or not the students feel free to speak

English around their parents, even if they do not understa:id

the language. The data collected revealed the following:

thirty (85.7%) of the students indicated that they felt free

to speak English around their parunts, even if they did not

understand the language; five (14.3%) of the students indicated

that thuy did not feel froe to do so.

Item 4

Item 4 on the questionnaire was designed to gather informa-

tion on whether or not the students have m:.ny American friends.

The data collected revealed the following: nine (25.71%) of

the students indlicated thit they have many American friends;

twenty-four (1.57) of the students indicated that they did

not have mony American friends; two (5.71%) of the students

were not sure.

1 2
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Item 5

Item 5 on the questionnaire was designed to gather infor-

mation on whether or not the student:L. would like to have more

American friends. Me data collected revealed the following:

twenty-one (60%) of the students indicated that they would

like to have more ?.merican friends; twelve (34.29%) of the

students indicated that they would not like to have more

American friends; two (5.71%) of the students were not sure.

Item 6

Item 6 on the questionnaire was designed to gather informa-

tion as to whether or not the students feel free to invite

their American friends to their hone, parties etc. The data

collected revealed the following: thirty-one (88.58%) of the

students indicated that they felt free to invite their

American friends to their home, parties etc.; four (11.42%)

of the students indicated that they did not feel free to do so.

Item 7

Iti2m 7 on the Questionnaire was designad to gather informa-

tion as to whether or not the students feel that their parents'

values are appropriate and up-to-date according to our tines.

The data collected indicated the following: twenty-three

(65.7%) of the students indicated that they feel their parents'

values are appropriate and uptc-date according to our times;

twelve (34.31) of the studemts indicated that they feel their

parents' values are not appropriate and up-to-date according

to our time. 13



Item 8

Item 8 on the questionnaire was designed to gather informa-

tion on whe;:her the students feel there are any big differences

between their ideas and those of their parents. The data

collected revealed the following: twenty-four (68.58%) of the

students indicated that they felt there were no big differences

between their ideas and those of their parents; eleven (31.42%)

of the students felt that there were big differences between

their ideas and those of their parents.

Following are some of th e students comments and/or

reactions recorded during the Magic Circle (group interaction

session):

'I prefere to speak English because I have been speaking
English longer than Spanish."

"I prefer to speak Spanish rather than English because I
comprehend better and speak faster."

"I came to this. country ten years ago. I remember nothing
of Spanish so I prefer to speak English."

"I prefer to spt.ak English because I make to many mistakes
speaking Spanish."

"I prefer Cuban way of living because it is more decent."

"Cubans live cleaner."

"I prefer Cuban way of living because that is the way I
have been grown up."

"I like Cuban way of living but I would like to have more
freedom, like in the American way of living."

"We do not think like the old people; they are old

fashioned. They worry too much about everything."

14
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"Here it is necessary to know English and Spanish in
order to get a good job."

"The more languages you know, the better."

When asked whether they wanted to continue studLig, all the

students answered at once: "Yeees!" They also expressed

their hopes to have a successful future.

CONCLUSIONS

The data collected through the list of questions and the

comments of the students reveals that:

1. Although nost of the students have lived in the USA

for more than 10 years or were born here, they like the

school and its predominantly Spanish oriented atmosphere.

Most of then feel comfortable speaking both English and

Spanish, and feel it is necessary to know about American

culture as nuch as abcut Cuban culture.

2. Although sone discrepancies seem to exist between

the children and their parents' values like in the case of

dating including chaperoning, most students show an agree-

ment or acceptance of their parents' Latin-American values.

They do not believe that there is much difference between

their own ideas and their parents ideas. They feel free to

incorporate American cultural elements to their Latin-

15



-13-

American cultural and social activities, even in the

presence of their parents. They seem to have a high

concept of the Cuban way of living, and are optimistic

about their expectations and their future.

Consequently, it is obvious that at this stage these

students do not suffer from the consequences of cultural

shock and generation gap that cause dysfunctional behavior

and parent-child disruptive interaction.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the data presented this project the author

recommends the following:

1. That this same group of students should be interviewed

again in 1979 at which time they will have reached the age

17 - 19.

2. That this study should be continued and include a

larger random sample of students rangina from age 15 - 18.

3. That this study should be conducted including a random

sample of Latin-American students attendina a predominantly

American school.

4. That federal funds should be appropriated to set up

counseling end research centers where the problem of adjust-

16
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ment fici1 by Cubrin youths and ether immigrants could be

studicd more d,7,oply and effectively.

1 7
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