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In the fall of 1974, Harold L. Enarson, *.
President of The Ohio Stafe University,
with~ the heads of eleven other unjversities,
took part in a th_re;:-week study tour

of the People’s Reépublic of‘China,
conducted‘under auspices of ,

the A‘n;lericlzan Council on Education. oo

1 This is his_account of that journey.
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l)cpurtur& November 6 ’ Cen e
Otf at last from ColumBus Ohxo to P,e}gmg, Chma:—trom the R
SR North American. Midwest to .the, Middle: Kingdom, with much -, pht
i ~ help from wife:, friends, colleagu.es LT .
I depart .Columbus:at. 9:00 A:M. for O'Hare; Chlcago, wnth e L

‘plenty of timeé to; éonnect ‘with Nogthwest's ﬂlght to Anchorage
. -Aldska; then on to Tokyd, w h&c"our team gathers bgfore board- ‘
. . ing a ‘Chinese Air iney flight for Pekmg China, and tﬁe begmnmg, v
" agt the Great Adv ture \ A
, VIt “‘lh prudent t ea,ye early; the Chxcago skylme is magmﬁ- e
o cent under elear- skies but we.circle and circle. Delay is now .. = °% 4.
c+ . partof the natiorial experience.- "l ' Lo
77 Howdo you ""prepare” for a trlp to the PeOple s qpubhc of ' oy
. . Chi na. u nation closed to American citizens for.a quarter of 2= . - 0.7
L ce}{tury’ Haph‘ zardly. You wish fqr three months’ free time . -‘ e
ot efa )study and discussion with China. expeérts on campus. ‘But .. «
o "';, the schedule of the- president of The OQhio. State University °
"doesn’t permit even three consecutive evemngs So,_you impro- n
. ." vxse‘.,re readmg the Australlan Ross Temll s book 800 000,000: ST
The Real Ching;.along’ ‘with Hm/men E _Saljsbury’s To Peking - c
R uml Bamm[ and absorbing d.ozens.of specnal reports by British, ﬂ
Canddmn ,“md other sources, descnbmg Chmése educanon and R

. Iy ” L - e . e . . '4 . > e
4 ~ N Vo - | » ' ~
3 -4 . . . L R R st L. [ 7. LT e .
. . ar .~ ..
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x ' - Departure; Noyember 6.
" ns rolg in sl%‘irheadinaath'e most profoundly rev(glﬁtionary' '
‘ . mu@i& on éa o ) \ ’
.. The fgltm. mateuals sent by friends and colleagues prov\e‘
the Mmost Yesyarding: some stuff from Yale and Antioch alumni -,
«  publicdtions/ a first-rate report on medical education in China

Dr. Phillip Lee (an old friend). a member of a medical

€ tea stud\mg the Chinese healtlncare delivery system and. yes.
-acupuncture. .
IR " % BulThe really big issug is\\:hat to pack! It is as bad as when -
. et we sent oHr daughters away %o Girl Scout summer camp. Take

glue for stamps is the good counsel of my friend Bob Madison.
-a Cleveland architect and member of a team of architects’just,
back from the People s Republlc Take small “tasteful™ glfts
- for our hosts. says our sponsor, the Comnittee on United States-
China Rel.mons Take warm clothes for Manchuua (like North

Dakota), says someone else. Tl'wel llght and comfortably sdys |

everyone.

, dlmmlshmg confidence: our $300-million-a-yeay’ University bud-
. .. get could not be fraught with more optlons and hazards,‘
" . Finally, Audrey Enarson starts.loading and unloadmg the suit-
e s Tam hopeful [hdl the. Chmese customs will not look too care-"
fully—some stmnge items hele R PR

) *gt Fl records of the Ohlo State Men S Glee Club

L ° T\\o ¢Frlsbees to glve 10, Chinese ch\}dren (Wlll they cap-
3 L ture'the 1984 Prlsbee Olymplcs")

.

: B ~ @ Quanmles of .legal-.ane yellow pads (My wife reminds me
o . N that the Chinesé mvented paper along with'gunpowder, etc.)

. e Seveml glossy bro\vn buckeyes (If my Johnny Appleseed
L effort i$ seen as smugglmg, should‘l try a James Bond swallpw-
: ' mg 'lct") - <

A

A Some “postcards. of the QSU campus (I make a mental
oy note to see that. we haye better postcards.) - - \S
escri-

e

. S ‘0 Ohm Farm,,’dn Ohm« State University Press book 'd
bmg f‘drm fife m e'lrly Oth (L want someone in the Pekmg

The task plo»es too much. 1 approach the ﬁndl se'lectlon with

*casé. “Which'tie?"", she asks acidly. . Beoee
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Limiliar stuff—so is the campus. the shapes of doWntown shy-

lxbrarw o discover that not long ago QUl’ peasants also lacked
flush toilets: water in.the hoyse. electricity. ‘Now, I'm told that .
some. farms have the extra TV set ingthe barn.) X

e Several copies of the Lantedn "(OSU's. student news-
paper) amd the Columbus Citizen-Ju nnul (For g glimpse of a
soclety . m.ld (ht. want ads, crime leport\ women’ 5 page, sports—.
anything: .other than editorials.)

e Several-serve-on-airplane, bottles of -boyrbon {tQ ward off"
evil-spirits and combat the cold-of Manchun ia). .

I think the razot and pipe cleaners are packed but I m fhot"
sure (wish my wife were along). . : “» -
Wives are not included. much to the angulsh af all. The Unlver-

| 'xm plesldcncy like. the family farm: is one of the few occupa-

tions where the spouse shiares fully in so much of the: enterprlse
So it’s unfair that, \uduy Fnalson 'cun’t go—-—shc S€eS SO much
that ¢scapes me.

The more \f;npmtam preparation for brlef immersion ln a
strange culture lies at ‘deeper levels. Tn our routines of daily life,
our senses grow dull. We neither see, feel. nor experience life
around ‘us ‘with the clarity that is our hjirthright. High Street is

lines.. the- shadows on the rolling hl“S What did you .see/
today? Nothing new..really. : . .
bo one trles in at least a small \my~ to scé cleanly and cledrly

frcshm?\s lmelmess—-e\eﬁ some gmndeur Football is football is'
footbal]l—but thele is .,:lso high dmma‘and cxcnement when the
Best Damn Bund in ‘the Land miarches, on the field and, the .

stands e\plodL Pageantry! The Rench peasant of-tHe seven-
teenth century would feel at home in the Ohio S[ddlllm on any

Sattirday in autumn—the **Middle ngdom" of Footb'ﬂl Incred-
ible color and vitality— the shadows creating their’ own hour-

glags. the geometry of shading greens movmg eastw; nrd as-thdes

game sdvancgs. The sun moves to set. o
The hills., always the hills. Not far to the east in Fairfield County

" hies ()v::rlnok Parm, research Station for OSU's College pf Agn-

. (S ' : sy . 0 9
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ullturc and ~\udru v and my Sunday retledt There | grow Swiss

\.hdld tomatoes. popcorn. peppers, and potatoes. and pick wind-

‘gll apples from Ohio State’s research orchard. Here. on the.

northern cdgc of Appalachia. wé are on a high hill tonly bn Sun-
dayy are we, "homa™ )., and the view is magnificent. The valley is
long and shallow-wide. and the Tolo® embrace every nuance of
light .and. shade. In late autumn. in the dying days of Indian

summer. the carpet of leaves Erow s thick underfoot and the tall

trees, t.nlk 16 one another with rusty throats in the high vnd in
their lotty Jtopa. Raccoon tracks write on the sand..and a degpu
imprint spCItI\s of the presence of~dee1 The fmut oo, is
humc—tl) to sed it with a fresh eye. L Y

Bevond sunsets and shadows is (fon.wc the Jargon) the” soual .

reality . Xnd aguin ane struggles, lirgely in \mng fora fresh view.

“T am told that.the officials we will meet in thé ‘Pwple S Rx.puhhc
“ have nu great.inferest in hearing of the **American way of life.”

That is just as well, for American life today! is indescribably
complex. and it w nuld be a Fool of Great Aud‘acny who would
even try to portray it\to anyone, including ourselves. And yet,
one luol\s for analogued of animal tracks in the spft earth.
.But'the: sngns\u’c croy ded., indistinct, nmposbnl?le to read. You

‘can read into them whitever your fears, and sIerJ:otypes dtctate

The Dow-Jones 1s an exercise ih dlsmq( statistids and dire pro-
phiecy. But'if we had a smilé ipdex. it\would show an encour-
aging tilt— at-leasy on the college campus. -

No. I'm pleascd that I won't have to interpret the U.S.A. It is
hard 1o imagine thatthe People’s Republic can bejmore complex.
. So davor the lund as the plane moves westw ifd. the setting
the west. We have passed the brijhd expanse of
d the Great, Plains. [ think briefljf of the Platte

tury or niorc.
(dnada lo Ih

If this were Chlna I shou'ld e struggling to des rnbe it. But nt

. !S 1uxt anot’hel plane ride. Thd"s;why the wmdo / shades are

10 -

‘e

-

ot




,\nu«;lpunun\ en Raute’ . \ -

‘rotate in red pepper: the ’bones ache. "

The
) (’Japtnc:su please) and

.

Anx.hor.zg.c to Tokyo isa seven and one-half hour hop in a hugé -
jet whieh is four-fifths empty. We arrive at 7: 00 M. Thursday. .
but it's 53:00 1.a1. Columbus time. and the blologlcz\l clock yields

the familiar evidence of jet Jag. The teeth grow fuzz* the eyubdlls

We wait for an hour fo unload A labor union is d)n a “slow-
down'" strike at Northwes{ Airlines. Three of our Chm,x team are’,

on the same flight. We ﬁnally gev ¢1Wtsun limousine and stuff
persons and gear into o vér) ught fitf The steering wheel iS. on 7
the right side. a the dnver swingg confidently into the left |
lane. ’
The Obkura Hotel is (CFOSY from th
will u‘m_h with the ambdmndor today,\
forn e,rl) the secretary df ldbor .
Okura is huge? lutunous. and ver} expenswe Two beers
sliver of steak with five (count 'em)
trcm.h\fnu. and, the bill Hovers around $6.00. I struggle sleeplly ;,-’
to deq e whether this is breakfast or a late évening snack and’

.S. Embassy, whe j we
e is a Nixan appoiptee,

decide th’lt it is neither. : }; SRR
Clerks and bellboy3 and the taxt driver have mastered basic i \
English. Cummst the help a Japanese visitor gets in the Umtsdfw
States from. taxi drivers and clerks! \3:'; .
3\ : ‘. gl
"‘\. , lt!‘ 2‘7
N [
\ :gg";:'i' ‘
. : i '
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«Antlapations en Route

< - .

3

.« Qur team has a very brief meeting. We learn that after a week
in Pehing we go to Shenyang and Anshan on November 14.
Jdeave tor Nanking on November 17, mmg on 1o Suchow on
November 21, and depart November 22 for Shanghai. (How are
Michigan's President Rbbben Hcmmg and 1, to learn who is
victortous in the Noverber 23 Holy War?) On the 26th we go to
Canton, then leave for’ Hong Kong on Noyember 29. '

LUp at £:00 vt 10 read. That lwlm.u.al clock knows it’s no
ume to sleep. By 7:30. 1 am half through Harrison Salisbury’s
superb book To Pehine and Bevond. Breukfast in the room:
a lunury 1 rarely allow myself, But | need the quu.t Chinese tea

-~

will be great. but this is the fast chance—so it's scrambled eggs

and cottee, 'l
Out of Chicago. 1 read three issues of the Pehing Digest,

ofictal publigation of the People’s Republic ot China. By now.

the ““correct line™ is familiar. Stuff: fulsome testimonials to

emissaries from such nations as Albania. the Philippines, and:

various African states of the eternal friendship that will exist
between their countries and the People’s Republic. counter-
"pointed by vitriolic attacks on the “revisionist™, stance of Soviet
Russta: tales of hardship and heroism in which peasants tame
mighty rivers to the service of socialism and Mao: adoring com-
amentaries on the correctness 'of Mao's application of Marxist-
Iv.mnm ldeoku.\ o mllll.nr\ science: "drumfires of denunciation

“"bourgeois n.,uxmmxm Tof Lu.lu.yx of imperialism. dnd of
(«mluuux‘md.Mu\um “The pust misst serve the-present.” siys
Mao. But what is one toimake of the constant whort.ulon to
mu.l the values of Confucius? This is but one of the many

¢ gtiestions that bubble in the mind. '

China—the Middle Kingdom: five thousand )mrx of continu-
oys culture and \.l\lllld[lun. water buftalo and plow juxtaposed
\ﬁ\nu\.lmr capability’, largest nation on earth (800 million—and
that®only a guess): the Han (the {CI"unese ethni¢ majority) are ,
« the largest homogeneous ethnic z.rohp on the globe, and oné of

the oldest. ™

China: the major question mark on the world scene: developing
nation: citadel of an emerging socialism: home of the continuing

Cultural Re\olutmn. and tlnally—most lmponantly-—.n nation

that will surely defy simplistic lnterprelatlon.

o - . R .

- -

@
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It was only twenty or so years ago that 1hc$ﬁcn Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles pronounced that Russian add.Chinese
COMMUNIsM Were as one, and that Dean Acheson in the famous
State Departmgnt White P.npu told us that “the Communist
leaders have torsworn their Chinese heritage and have publicly
announced therr subserience to a foreign power, {u“i.l T Events
gave the lie to such casy labeling of fresh compleNit

[his mornimg’s Japan limes headline reads. ™ hln:l'('i.l”\
on Soviets to Mull Force Use Ban.™ The story reports that in

Moscow, Soviet Foreign Minister Gromy ko sadd the Soviet Union .

will continue to oppose China’s “coziness with imperialism™ and
states turther that the Chinese ambassador to Moscow walked
out of the hall when €romyko talked of Pehing's links with

entteme mmperialist reaction.” . )

So much for eternal friendship, "monolithic™ communism. and
Amerwan illusions? ;

Why nfist the
Singing commercials.,

apanese take our worst and do it better?
talk shows, and in the lower left of the

sereen the enactatime revedls itself to a time-obsessed Western,

a

world. -
IS now 10:41 var.—ondy a scant four hours trom takeoft to

" Peking. Somew here out there is the Great Wall.

[ have my work shoes. puschased several years ago in a border
town near Big Bend. Texas. They will be equal to 1hc climb—but
\ull 1?
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. we make our'way down the line. I forg

s

First Impressions

¢

Our grand entry into CHina is—wcll——cj
stop in Shanghai to eat. [Canf this be th
estimated fourteen million))?, The ai
Mevico. has more plangs of the grou

debark sleepily in a light dyizzle and
huge picture of Muo. We arg the-only
are no other passengers ygnywhere.
throngh an outrageously bad meal.

Near midnight. our plane bounces int

floodlit banner flanks’ Mao’f p)cture

drriving at summer capmp. Th|§ is it.
that! T
Therds more dun\ny here. We are

‘tustoms, and wtapultc.d\thl ough i narigw door into the
h .

‘line. itself pressed byt rowd:
The delegation & aiblur of smiling
blue of Mao jackety. Fhces turn to sta

Is inPust airport foodj!

e have an hour’s |
would’s largest ¢ity (an
ort{ in Ros}welf New{
more pasgengers, We!
ter the airgort binder a'| |
ight being served: there
é~chopstick qur|way

b

~

Peking airportf A |great
‘e laugh like school kids
We're here.” Hqw about

o

th'roug,h;‘
eceiving .

.A

Lpotted. whiske(

faces set against ther dark
re at the odd foreigners as

et completely my caréfully
Ind say, “Enarson—Ohio

rehearsed '"Hello™" -(Nee How Ma) :
State.”” No great flaSh of lecogniliou1

—don’t.they know about

the nation’s Jurgest campus. Rose Bowls, anq’other good thmgs"
1\ ﬂect of gmy -toned official ‘cars is lined up It's two+o a'car,

~

ELON

.
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! 1o First Impressions
and we set off promptly down darkened streets. our car lights
flashing as we speed by empty guard boxes at intersections. The
streets are wide and smooth, flanked by rows of trees. We catch
glimpses of four- and five-story apartment houses, with an

occasional light sentineled in a window. An ill child? A welcome

glow to a husband or wife returning home?

The road stretches arrow straight, empty of traffic. In the next
half-hour. we pass two bicyclists and Ohe man walking, and meet
a dozen or so heavy trucks with only their dim headlights on,
and a dozen two-wheeled wooden carts. In the shroud of darkness

ind strangeness, they speak as if from the depths of old China.
‘lf only I could talk across the great chasm of language and cul-
Vture to one peasang. perhaps 1 might uniderstand the Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution and what it means, can mean, to his
home, to wife, sons, dreams, future. But that won't happen: as in
all visits to developing Lountues‘ we shall be cocoored in
offictaldom., *
" Our procession. funeleal in @f’ly and“wmdow curtainy and
in distance between cars, right angles into an enormously wide
boulevard. We are soon at the new south edition of the Peking
Hotel. It is Hilton-like, with a splash-of China: My room is large.
bright. spanking clean. No radio or TV. By 1:00 A.M., our bags
§arrive. I look out my corner window on the city. Only one or two
lights show anywhere. The'giant city sleeps.
I beat the ring of the alarm out of bed, and like a child eager

to open Christmas gifts open the shades. A ‘pagoda takes dim

shape beyond the fag and the gray. Ten stories. down I spot
three bicycles weaving down an alleyway and joining the
stream. China is bicycles. Take a look agound on any
street at anytime, day or dight: fifty” or one” hundred bikes are
moving in slow, weaving procession. ChuLt is movement by bike.
" The jackets of Mao, in blues and grays and greens, ride bicycles
of black. It is the dance of the masses—slQw,- - methodical,
unobstruslve powerful in sheer mass. To watgh is to be hypno-
tized. awestruck by the great river of humanity
We gulp bteakfast. half of us clinging to. coffee and eggs and
toast and the] rest embracing a Chmese breakfast \uth purpose-
ful enthusiasm. 1 look with envy on ‘‘conservatives' enjoying
blauk coffee and surambled eggs while | struggle with half-cooked

0 s R
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tiny fish: I'm in China.
It is 8:45 on Saturday morning. We're hflu
“unforgivably so: and the fleet of gray taxis awal

boulevard is pulsating with life now—lorries. pedicabs,

1inutes late.

us. The
he ebb

and "flow of people at intersections. Several hundred peYsons.
mostly in plive drab-and blue. stand silently against a fence. Just

staring at wealth, that s all.

Like a small boat. our taxi edges into crowded seas. On our

first excursion. we are off for famed Péking University.

We stare

in fasyination at the sights as our car honks through the throngs
for miles. Peking is like no place élse—not Rio, nor Cairo. nor

Siao’Paulo.
The sky is lead gray.

the cold-penetrating, the air tinged

with coul smoke. Our guide points out the sights. Tien-an-mien
Square is-the heart of the capital city. It i§ enormous,. as is the

dbelisk at its center. as ar¢ the huge buildings. *And that one?™,
says the guide; .

I ask.”*That is Chairman Mao's residence,”

We pass-the entrpince to the Forbidden City, home of 'C mese

cemperors., We are 1o visit there in the afternbon,

-l

For the next half-hour, our caravan continues to honk its way
through the thick stream of ‘bicycles, joining the lorries and the
buses also weaving through the congestion. The ollve -green army
trucks are packed avith militia. The soldiers are so” young, their

faces-full of wonderment.- They :re. in their convoy, o
to see, the most tamiliar scene. 1. too. have ridden infa

i

trick. cold and. forlorn in the dawn: but there is no w ny‘ to say

that to them, 1 stare. they stare, and the traffic mqv
and trolleys. odd_ three- wheeled tlULks a lone tractor

cloudseof dLucl smoke. a pul;cab with a load of ‘straw
with Idl'é.t cans precariously ' balanced, and still ang

Chinese cabbage piled high. ‘
season. lt sprawls|

es. Buses
billowing

ther with

over the

Chinese cabbage: 1t is harvest{

sides of the lorries. is piled inlgreat clumps mant

high and

“fifty )ards long at various distribu ibn points. We come across a
- field. It is spotted with bent figures picking cabbage against the
bachdrop of four-to-five- story drab gray apartment bunldmgs
. The cabbdge is cheap at ore cent per head. We learn that it is

stored in stmw in the ground or ln basements.

[ .
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First generalization: In the second week of November, all of -
China is cansunied with the harvesting, transporting, and storing
of cabbage. T'he palc green of.the mounds of. cabbage rewards
the eye. [Thete are no bright colors in.the huses, clothes, apart- .
ment houses. govertment hunldmp—not even in the bicycles.
(mrcumn A delugdtmn from Yemen,is here and hugc banners
with mllu.mph) in bll&.hl red span the boulevard by our hotel.
They prabably \d) Eterpal friendship.’; ete. A huge bannu m .
oul hotel reads. “We have friends alt over the ‘world.™ I rather’
lll\c that. Otherw ise. all colors are in muted blues ajd bragwns and
greens. It is as if dmbness were cultivated, as inteed it’is. Thc

‘\m.ldllsl stite mashs its scareities and remaining in qualmes in
many wayvs. When you must ration cotton clothes. it cTeates féwer <

problems all amund to mass produce standard items. ln Standard.
colors. . t
\1\ jnllcd notes On th ridé to Peking: Umvuslly ‘include:- -
Rows of trees, three and four deep (planted since the quolu-
tion).*Saw one. mcdmmml street sweeper and perhaps a‘dozen,
women with face masks and straw brooms—no trash or litter any-
\\,hcrc Few horse-drawn carts—unlike, Mexico and the- Middle
Eist. Why so many white face masks on the bicyclists? (I learn,

later it is to ward off colds.) Saw asorry-looking hopse With a

deep brand on its left ﬂank (if no'one steals, why the need for a

brand?). Bikes are locked. with simple. inexpengive, cllps not the.
huge chmns that are nOw Used”in the United States.” Almo'kt no
motor blkcs but lots of thiee-wheeled trucksand pedlcabs On the
OSL campus. bl\.ydlsls ride at.different speeds from’ hazafdousl.y
fast to even faster. Here there s a single sgeed ifor they have
mllu to go. a lifetime of biking.  -. Lo T L
4 . - ) d‘.‘
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Pehing University L . ‘s

Y
’

* ’ . ) “1“ - . . .
We arrive % Pckim.- University and soon grow impatient with the

brletmg we are’ gnen We already know much about the msmu- .

Aion, all supcrhual that Mao learned Marxism there in 1919-
19’0 that befére the-Great Proletdrian Cultiiral Revolution the

. univeisity was “"dominated by rich. landowners_and C;lpltdll\l&

and by -the doctrines of Confucius. - that along’ with all of!
China’s universities ‘it was -closed from lt)u'g.hly 1968 to l97;.3

.. that it reopeped as a totally different. l\md of institution. that it

now has a 2,600- memhcr teachmg staft for its 5,000 students,
and that Students pay nothing and are glven a small living

allowance, ’ i
It feels go d to be a student again, anft, 1 revivé an old trick:

abbreviate the lt.pe[llln.—WPS for workers~pedsants -soldiers;
ML for Marx and Lenin: m‘ for the masses,,wt for

-

. combining Mork with theory: G&M for. those bad fones Con-

fudux‘ and [Mencius: 1L for the good ones, ‘the Legalists:
¢.s. for clayy struggle PRC for People S Repubhc of China;
and so on. . .

University eduumon has been totallyreconstltuted Before the
Cultural Reveiution, students and professors were ‘‘self-cen-
tered, 3ntemptuous of the masses and of working with théir
hands'™: thehr\ Wy “divorced from pracnce : admission was by

“’ B S
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: , Peking University

written exams which favored the bourgeoisie.” The oors were

"closed To the workers-peasants-soldiers who are the real builders

of socialism. we are told. Allis different now. As Chairman Mao
writes, “Education must serve proletarian politics.™ It does.
There-are only 400.000 university students in China. (Ohio
alone has 399.000.) Selection is largely at the local level—in the
factory. commune. and militia. on the recommendation of fellow
worhkers or the Revolutionary Committee. No one goes directly
from middle school (roughly equivalent to our high school) to the
university. Nearly all students come from the wox‘kers -peasants-
soldiers,and are recommended by their associatés on the basis of

. ~ 3 . . . ’
the “"correctness of their views' and general promise—this

generally afterthree years or »o of.work. The old competltlveness

is gone. Mutual aid is encouraged. and the students help one %,

_another. The program of study has been drastically shortened
and great stress i3 placed on ‘practical dpleCdllon N
I.am eager to walk the campus and get some feel for its pulse.
Pamdd -type building are set among gnarled cedar trées. Curv-
ing \\all\\\.ms weayve everywhere, and these is a lovely lake over-
looked by.u hedd\tone of Edgdr Snow. the American writer and
“editor whose lnﬂuénee orn China has been 90—profound But there
are almost po students: v they are .umy now wcfrklng in factorles
and communes.
We are ushered into a room and shown a computer at wbrk The
machine prints out in red ‘*Welcome 'American friends.”” We’
. -applaud;our hosts app’l,tud at the sanie time—a nice custom, one
* worthy of béing lmported
There is no heat in the classroom buildings or laboratories. 1
put rhy gloves on. It must be no warmer than 50 degrees. How "
+ doey the brain work when the legs dnd hands are numb with
cold? It is one of many questlons that tantalize. . . -- "
. Here at last is a class .in sesslon It is in drchaeoldgy and is
held in the museum. Our eyes Jump back and Jforth between

students and treaa,ures in old. coins. Sixteen boys and four girls .

" in cotton jackets. One pretty .girl takes notes metle‘;ukously in

tidy script. $§veral of the boys take down .a word now and theh ‘

in messy n books. sneakink. long stares at these visitors from
dbl‘Odd It is reassuring to see firsthand that"hot everyone is’
, cmught up ln the ecstasy of learning. It is h good lecture, but
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with a twist: we hear “faccording to Mary -
tepeated. Ttis a refrain already familiar to us.

Our hosts have thoughtfully alternated sight-secing with the
vistts toschools and universities. Ope day we visit the Forbidden
City. the next we see the Summer Palace—both homes of the
Imperial Dynasty. The Forbidden City is d\VL\O‘ﬂ’lL
(9.000 strugtures). chptivating in architectural style. and rich in
tieasures of breathtahing beauty. Imagine great columns one and
one-halt yvards in diameter and thirty-five feet or so high—each
the trunk of a giant tree, Not a pail or picce of metal anywhere,

*endlessly

" T'he etidence of imperial wealth and luxary (by theé ex'ploitihu

class. we are reminded) hewmex numbing.

_ldevelop "museuwm-itis.”” listen haltheartedly. and uimply}moy
study ing the faces. Soldiers. mongol herdsmen. peasants—we
gawh uncomprehendingly at the pmfu\_ibﬁ of treasures.. We-are
all. peasants here today —staring at the unicorn and;the lion
carved instone. the compley design ‘on a simple giant slab of
roch—and are silent in wonder. The Huge skib was transported
to the site on ice: pour a‘sheet of water, let it freeze. move the
ziant stone its own length. repeat the process—endlessly. :
is a ship made of giant slabs of marble. I ask, **Does it
' and am laughed at for my stupidity, A ‘marble boat
at dockside—perhaps the u(umatc in the frivolity of the lmperml
Court. The trite words E\pk’)llm;.dd\\t.\' al\gon‘hesh.me‘mmg
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More of the same at the Summer Palace. Al docl\sidé' on the.
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Factoues =+ . *
. Enough of palaces—factories are more interesting. It is Sundays
) ’ " and production in the arty and handicraft factory is in full swing.
. ' Thirteen hundred workers (half are women) work elght hours a
day. siv dst a week. produung arts and crafts (the famed
" cloisonné. werks of jade. ivory. and filigree) intended Lugely .
for export to ninety countries. All factories have nurseries for -
. “Babies two mobnpths old and over, either in the factory itself or .
. _wnearby. We letfrn that Mao told the workers to “*let one thousand
‘ flowers bloom™” and to pfeserve the best of the past. but witha -.
- . new.fook.” >
"~ The bru.t“ng, room is dank and cold. The scalding hot tea, r o
mmrmble at“each meeting. tastes especially good. On.one wa}l o LA
is the now familiar foursome of pictures: Marx. Engels,. Lenin; '
and Stalin. Mao looks on benignly from the opposite wall. Gradu- .
ates of middle sc.hool (high school) work under the supérvision .
of veteran artists.” There are low wage levels, no hourly incen- S
_— tive system as such. The highest wage K& about seven times the 3.
lowest. The Revolutionary Committee oversees production,,
meeting work targets set by the state. That comniittee of thirteen
persons is elected by secret vote of all workers—but we never
.+ learn.who prepares the slate of candidates. Some menzéers of the .
. wmmlttee are members of the Communist party, but fiot all. The’
. men-work to age SlX;y the women to fifty; but if workers are fit .
they may .C()n[l]‘f‘llt. to work beyond that. The "proF}“ is set at" 20 .
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. .percent.and goes to. the state. If capital is needed fox expanslon .
o 'fhe factory appeals to the.smte L 5 RN
N ) . We ask how the criticism’of Lin xao contributes to plodu«.uon
‘ Ans\\er by heightening the politital consciousness of the need
for- wnunum& class struggle, Cantfucianism, we’ are’.told, holds
that & man 'S destiny is determmed by heaven. No matter how you o °
. try you \uﬁ not escape your destm\{ Cﬂntuuus offers a **pornici-.

. 0. vous fallacy™ in exalting genius and wise men. It is ‘riot the -

"+ 7.7 hero., bt rather the w ork}ng people who create hl‘lel‘y who are

* . "“masters of thé land. Coy :

, . The typical room has a doz n or so workers heavxly bundled
against the cold. They are.engaged in mcredlbly painstaking
\wrk——p‘untmb delicate tuu.u?es within a two-inch-high bdnle. .
applying different’ colors \uth brushes thin s a single hair. and ~
stiching the tiftiest particles to v'nses . The’ work is done, ulemly
‘No conversation. Only the blaré of the loudxpedker On the wall = -
are exercises in self-criticism: «confessionals. I had thought that' ‘ ‘
art and production were light years apart. Now I ant_not surex | o P
Some workers frechand thur own distinctive patterns The psy-

¥ chic rewards and penalties of the Job? We dme not. even specu- . %, . ..#

, late. : . o
< In the machine shop worhers with dental drlll -type equipment
.t fashion chains from ivory and jade. One, man has been at work

e for neasly tho years on a single exqunsnt&igytﬂg It will sell in )

' the United States for $30,000. . i

. The' air outside is bitter cold. und the bicycles are packed in .

rows, each with its own attached lock. We leave in silence. We

cannot imagine a lifetime of such work, but then we have not

visited Lordstown. Ohio. or Detroit's Rlver Rouge Plant in our

own country. . ‘

Our caravan sweeps through crowded streets, horns blanng in

staccato. The bicyclists move slowly to one side- It is a miracle
that no one gets hit. At Tien:an-mien Square, there is the usual
"%, throng of five hundred or so peuasants, workers, and soldiers .

;. waiting'to have their pictures tuken against the backdrop of the

i Forbidden City across the great boulevard. Minutes later, at the
' Peking Hotgl. which is used almost exclusively by foreign dele-

. gduons the usual crowd of a hupdred or so presses against the
.o iron gates. Just looking. = - . \ |
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SR _E_yery b;ke ahke rmght be the natiomtt slegan At mghl the '

, dim hz,hts of our car pick up the dint shapes of»bncycles Oneé won-
[ e def\ Why there are no reflectors for safety: but when I ask, the .
ehmrman of a um»ersny department of mechamcal engineering,;
~Tuent i English tearned i in the schools, is puzzled; He rides his .
‘ bicycle to work. "There 1s no. danger—we ldok out. for _one
. another.”” . |
r We are eontl ually remmded ‘that thiy |§~me seasan for hmese
' cabbages. We spe thein! inot yet harvested in piles in the field, in .

. - convoysof truc s.ong rts pedicabs, blkes drymg on rooItopsn;

) the country,_h: nging f om dpartment windows, in, mountainous”

. " piles e»erywhe . And 5ve see them on our plates—dnd they are

delicious. . “

. The roads ev rywhere are bort}ered by trees, spaced like sol-"

< dlel‘b. elght or ften feet apart. On one, stretch of road saphngs .

" thirty feet in he ht are beipg planted. Leaves are swept up d'uly

burned or carriegl off for’ compost. Two scrawny horsespull a load
of straw, the car completely hidden. The driver rus back, $COops .

up the mstant fresh manure‘ Th1$ ‘t00 ns a part of. mtensnve agn~ shl
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‘The hxi;hw ays are 'bp'un.tmg by BrueghQI—rlch in color vanety
mov_ement lom >, £arts. o}‘r\/e green army trucks,__three~whéeled
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hxku zm uumroml motor{:yélé with a s d;ec.ar No muddlé line.

o ”"w Yim mox¢ idto the far leﬂvﬁne to| pass. ‘,*\‘t'the fast’ m(g{nent thq
oo om,ommg ek mow.-,s to thc sidg amé: we pitss with? |pches to’
, ~spare. Therd iy no hostility, no exyspeiition.
e Occa\wnall\ one sees it sharll hird f goaps pibbling ony m.arly
o none\lstent )dlm\ed grass. Bven ln;‘uﬁe mtmtlyslde‘ sweepers
7L colleet piles of 1caves Nothi [._\.l\ wagted
, ~\lom. country roads: Minter whc; tin p;le green sfloots in
g hdds subdivided by jrrightion ditchéist patchu of cotton’ i\ small
_.plots: an occasional smr 1l orchagd: hickens in a franticitush to
" the Other side of the T rogd; shaggy hoises harneised by lorig rOpes
"t donkeys. We see one tractor IEVeling the earth, recly }mung
e more lund to feed mor peopl«; Th“'EOpuldllon is still m‘() ma
oon . View from the Pel\ ng Hotel: Dl;ii the third day, thi‘: smog

i

pale ~

fifts and I look upon. the graceful's
yellow in the winterssun. On the £
away the oul stioke. We are rmg
hbrizon. - - N
"No beggars. no blind persuna.
pers, cans, Fefuse of any kind. No
empty. Though there is no TV o

hipes.of palgces glowi:

urth day, thwind haﬂ wept

bd Lp) mowita lm starkb}\;n the
: if By

gn the strc. ts, Na candy wrap-

drunks The ‘qar in the hotz.l is

l'ddl() in, the hotel. room. one

hears spirited martial music’ on thé car radio. Eyen a pumamcal
\ouety deseues music. Saw a man mth a plpe ‘t‘nd wavgd my'
.« ", pipe at hxmu No response..

est’erdzw I saw one lone Chlld clutchmg gr'mdf'uher s, hand.
" Children ordinarily come in column’ of twos or threes, tmdgmg

S ~ Smiles and laughter. Warm padded jackets and bouncing energy.
. - Goud hc.alth Someone says th’\t the under-fifteen age. group -
appro‘nghes in number* the total population of the United Stdtes.”
R believe it¥ All of them moving en masse and wnh a purpose.
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on crowddd roads in long progessions flanked by teachers. .
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tau remmds me of the vaﬂey of the RIO; Grande in

. harsh, Rock everywhere and tiny terraces graced by orchards.

~ One patch of wheat by the roadside is Ralf as large as my hvmg
- room. The road winds higher. No guard rails. The driver must’
. bearevisionist” holding the Confucnan belief that each of us has
.o hl'> own destmy.-Acdpuncture won't help now if our car rolls .
over the snde. He'is a good driver with complete faith in the hom.
We round a curve and thdre it_is: the Great Wall snaking along
—a jagged iumble of high mouma.lm ) .
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New Mexico: the adobe ‘bricks drying in the sun, “the ‘4@obg gnﬁ “
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‘. The Gr at\ JI and Ming fombs . Voo T
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We a are dlzzu.d by brlehan It is,pure luxury to take oft in bri h- &5
anty sunshine for the hour's drive to the Great Wdl[ The t e
: thm\ out, and we see countryslde at laﬁt - oy

“tock houses and walls and courtyards, the ch;ckens ‘:‘P}gs 3
- * scratching in the earth. - SR &
-t The country breaks as we wind mto fOOthlllb the land dry and
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. for it takey fore than Walls to make d*peac;
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ﬂ, I am g,ratetul forthe stml\\*'ng cap and lhe Chinese longjohns.
A'ﬁ"*{ﬁh New Mexict-like wind whips at.us. I feel at home—air_
biting: clean. bright s nshine, nd the mountains stretching to
dlsi;mt horiZons. We afe notyafore: It is their wall, and the
Chinese are thbmg it, pausmg, n{h us for breath and to take
Qluurgs It i§ steep. Nb snow-or ice. \\’e are in luck.-

Have we come a mile? Hard to tell Finally we arrive in the
last battlement ahd stare out across the ast landscape, as otheérs
-h.uc done for two thousand yt.dl'\ “This is as fir as we can go.
Bt:» ond the wall is in bad repair, marred by rock slides. It took two
hundred years to build over two Ahousand miles .of high wall.
lnmg.mc a4 wall of stone extendipg’ along the crests of the Rocky

Mountains from Menico into Can idd. angd you have some sense

-]

of the scale. It wal the ultimate i’ de

from the nof' h.

And it didn’t succeey

efensé against obarbanaﬁs I

Defense lines never, do.

L doors ten feet or so 'th.h and a foet wide, and into.

’

S The mlk) of the MnyD Tpmbs is w;de '\nd' femle.pﬂahked at
‘intervals by, fed-roofed pdgeda> We turn down a road and | come
. upon animals carved in stone along both sidés of . tHe-road: -a, -

horse xugmng hxedl) at a lion; an elephant f'\umg a camel: and a .

~.. Chinese unicdrn completmg the silent panop y ,
- We have a boX’lunch along with beer, red wine, and ateammg
téa, then leave for the \Img’TombS At the museum. we héar the.
story of the discovery and the excivations, completed only a few
years ago. We go down wide corridors of stone, th ough marble
rge rooms

om was’
fd]led

\.omammg replicas of the original wooden cofﬁns One
empI) upon discovery. For w ﬁdtevnr the reason, someo
to achieve. 1mmortahty S v

and the Chmcae hav:.. plenty of tlme to see what richne’ss
dnswvery ﬂeeps beneath the earth. .. o
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fhe \Id} i \\.hafﬂ ,6 P . i . ‘ - . s ' 0??:’.?‘, E
Wt. aré at the May 7 Schoo| for the Pck-mg Eastern Dlstrlct in the , e
countr}sadu.near thé city.” One of ‘thousands, perhaps tens. of - o,
i thousands, of such schools, it plays a spetial role in. bmldmg the
7 New Chma by r’!ﬁhmg the "revoiutronary eonsciousness’* of its .
e people. $ao \\n'&:‘ dly alone in observing that managers often -
i " ldok down on vorkoWthat city folk sometimes look 'down on AN
~ . - country people. and "that class djfterencea may himper the = . "
SR developmeént of strong nmgng layalties. - .
* The: Cultural Revolution Bf l%{;tmuans many thmgs to many -
peaploy bug lo that group of indivi dl& identified | as the cadres, . . °
it reprcsents a special opportu ty. to remold themselves. .
Though“the &rm cadres “is cpmmonly used, it remains diffi- - s
a s.uit to .defige. Essmually. xt ‘Serves.to desxgna(e thase who are g
not \wrknrs. peasants, or, sgld;ers sa\n\ includes school 1eachcrs, o
peu) “bureaycrats. and ‘the.like. Mao's famous instruction was: -
*Going: down fo ‘the coléntryslde to 4o r’namnl labor is a  good
A Opfortunity, - for cadres to learn dgain: With the &xception of old.
Qed or dxsabled all rﬁuSt go *Cadres must gP by turn. ” And\'

-
.
e,

AN eytlo‘ T, : X -
, : ‘Y"ﬁe"c‘xmp dlrector e$plams. “Our, task is to Bring up the -7 S
I mdres with Marxist-Leninist.and Mao thought. Cadrés can fof -, | °
. " ter the spirit of the struggle -only by nmegratmg ‘them elves wit T

” le '2'29 ’ °
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SRR '/1. B - The May 7'.School;A Coy
~the broad masses of people 5o that cidres will be ablé to go
_down _to people and serve them better.”” The method is by self- .
study™oP the “‘great. books of Marx15m. and by hard’ p‘hysmai
work with shovel, hoe, and cart.-

\ As the Briefing at the school drones on, my eyes ﬂer from

the standard pictures of Marx, Engéls, Lenin, and Stalin to’the
"students at work outside. The words I hear are lmports from the
Soviet Union, but the entire enterprise I witness seems uniquely
Chinest: the sc.ulpted fields, the, supermtenswe apphcatlon of .
mass.labor to tiny parcels of land, ;he tidiness of it all. I tune in on
the di ctor oncg more. He is smfhng “Wheén they pick up the
‘hoe, thyjr bureaucratic airs have been knocked out_of them.
. When they first.come here, they féel pain in legs and back from
"hard work. Some age good at theory but can’t even balan?a

hand cart. Soon they develop a good appetite and._gain weig
*This house (pointing around him) was built by the"* cadres

+. but only’whén they learned to 1ely on the* peasants He quotes’

the.students as saylng that *‘the mdre lelsure you have, the laZIer
you become.’

We are ushered mto a dormltory. a simple brick structure “_'
- with three rooms? Each room is roughly 16 by 45 feet. Clean- -
swept floor; twg small $toves (unht) light ‘bulbs hanging from the.
ceiling;"a barrel for_fr sh water; a bed \conSIStlng of a board, a

thin mattress, and two plllOWS and restmg on small sawhorses,
and'a small bookcase.. AL

The students are mostly jn their thlrtles nd forties. The camp
accommodates about, three Rundrgd persoas (roughly half’ of
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those in residence during our visit are women) and covers approxi~*
rhately fifty-five acres. All of the vegetables consumed by the
students and staff are prodﬁced the premlses but the fac1hty
is not yet self-sufficient in the p{p uction of meat.’ .l

The day’$ scLLedule up =t 6:0 AM; o the fields at 7: 30
lunch at 11:30, work in the fields from 1:30 to 5: 30, evemngs-
free. Work al‘ternates with study; work a half-day,and study a half-
day. The coufse is six'months. The students go hothe for two days
every ﬁo weeks to be with their fatmhes Their r.gu]ar sal; ry’ '
continues without 1nterrupt10n ) .

We are told that *‘of course* men and women are in se tate -
. dormit ne} Some of our group who come from 1 society far
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less puritanical than the Chinese, are not sure: But this is only
one.of many questions that continues to nag as wé wave goodbye

to our hosts—with the usual warm “smiles and hand-clappmg at
lrl‘ departure. - ~ 2
Hard physical work can be achallenge and a reward It can be
a source of pride to say that one I€arned to lay bricks, bake bread, °*
and tend pigs. Camp living also has its special satisfactions. In
small doses, the barracks can be fun. But do adults really volun-

“teer for.the prnvnl,ege of studying Marx’s The Gotha-Program?

It is hard to imagine Amerlcan adul{s at camp plowing through
the. Federalist Papws or ti)e collected papers of Lyndon B.
Johnson. But this is a people at an entirely. different stage of
development. McGuffey's ‘readers were the required reading of
our immigrant grandparents. and every page exalted’ American

‘ . values. A stogan of the May 7 School is “Everythmg is.to be

‘like at the camp. His, instant response “I like everything.” It _ .

done by our gwn two hands And with it the warmng “If a t man

fails to remold himself, e becomes revisionist.’

We.ask a man in his early forties if there is anything he doesn t

may not be the exaggeration wé' think it js, but we shall never _
know. In this strange new socnety. we see so little and understand o
so little of .what we see
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“ cent for thg period January to Ogctober, 1974, over the same

The Shenyang Factory . . ‘
The-Shenyang factory produces transfgrmers for the “electric
power system and for export. This is heavy mdustry The plant
employs 5,000 workers and staff—1,200 of whorj are.women. In
1950, when the plant was estabhshed it was pitifully lacking in,
equipment and materlals, but i in 1953, Stalin sent technicians and
experts. We are told: ‘*The workers will never forget the support
_given us under the leadership of Stalin. . But in 1953,
“Khruschev usurped state power and withdrew all help in the hope
that economic pressure would make is submit polmcally This
aroused the workers and reminded us of Mabo's teaching that we
must keep the initiative and rely on our own efforts.” .

The plant director has facts and figures at his fingertips.
Production is now over twice that of 1965, the year before the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, and *‘we are up 9.3 per-

months in 1973." Compared with the industrial, natlons, “we'
have much to do. As Mao says, technical mnovatrop lS necessary
and we must mechanize apd automate to moderntze.”” Mao also
said factories must get workers’ universities in the plant. Here,
they have done that. Already they have graduated three classes.
The first class studied for two years and eight months. Some
graduates went to new jobs in the factory,.the majorl y returned
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- » . ~The bhenyans.. Factoiy

to the _workshop. These university student- workers have made .
_new machine tools. . -

~ 1 am hardly azqudge of transformer plants but the tactbry l‘S
elean the managerent seems to know what things are all about,
and the work is getting done.

4

We follow the usual routine: a quick briefing, a tour of the’
_fa (factory. university, communé), and g period reserved‘

for tea and questlonmg We attack both eagerly. The plant we
are told, is *‘run by the Revolutionary Committee™; but we wonder
who really makes that decisions. There are no material incen-
tives. no bonuses; but we spot bulletin boards with achievemeht
- badges and speculate abeut the role of ‘psychic income.” We -
learn that there are only eight wage- payment grades for aLl of
China, but we conjecture whether **promotion’ to—a’hlgher grade
is a kind of incen{jve. li

We read of the **workers committees,’’ set up on the heels of
the Cultural Revolution, and are erplexed as weitry to see how
such worker participation **by the masses’ fits into the decision-
making process. We are told that the cadres (those in leadershlp
and management roles) account for 170.0f the 5.000 workers,.” \
and we,see cadres’ workmg on the assembly line. But how ..
exactly do they fit? oo .

The more specific the question, the: better chance for a.clear
answer. I ask about wage rates. The lowest grade earns 33 yUan
a month (the United States equivalent is $17.00, the 'yuan bei Ing
worth roughly $.50). the highest is 108 yuan, and thie average is «
62 yuan. But even the hard fact leads one into a quagmxre'of

°

——

A
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.next questions. Rents for workers range from one or twonuan a
month to a high of four or five. Moreover, almost invariably the
wife_works. All prices are fixed, many below the cost of produc- -
tion. Later, I price an ordmary teakettle. It is seven yuan. But
Chinese cabbage costs gnly one or two cents. And medical ca‘rq
is largely free. On the other hand, a blcycle, the chief mode ‘of
travél, may costas much as' $70.00, or one’s wage for two months..

. The plant manager §eems:not to resent the quesuons He con-

cedes hvmg standards are not hlgh and that China is abackward

littley we had before Liberation.”” Later; in other factorles, in
mee\thngs with provmcxal leaders and others, we. hear the same

N \ . "x »
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story. Production is rising, we are told. **Social capital for

: dewlopmem is being skimmed off. s¢ that tomorrow will be

better I see no reason to doubt it. |

On Sunday we Visit steel works n Anshan.’ It is, Pittsburgh
»mtage 1930: billowing mekeStdeS thick smog obscuring fhe
sun, and an acrld smell’in the air. But agam the now famlhar

reports on mcreased production. - VRS

. Simply feeding. clothmg. and housmg a natlon of 800 million |

people where 80 perdent sfill live in rural’ villages is a remarkable

achievement. However. China does——as they say—'*walk on two,
legs.”" combining frugallty and self-rellance with modern tech-
noiogy to meet its most urgent needs. Housmg is such a need, so
we ask to see where the workers at the transformer plant llve.
Where do Ihey bike to after each eight-hour day, six daYs a week"

Miles. away is a small ut of four-story apartment units. ".

1 -The word Jpasses quic ly as our caravan of gray sedans pulls
up before  the wind- -swept drea. barren_except for several mew -
saplings. Kids swarm out of nowhere. They stop. perhaps twenty
yards away . jammed against the invisible ballper dictated by therr
own code of courtesy, and they ?“lag and clap and smilé tnmndly
‘We clap too—it {s the custor atlevery ceremony. On theé other
side of.us, again ¥wenty or so yards away, is another crowd jam-
med together at some perceived proper dnstance from these
strangers from Outer Space.. ‘And with Justﬁ'catlon for our dress
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is wholly strange, and most of us are six footers. One is six feet,”

six inches. Starmg, we discover. can be fun. °* .

We olnmb,_themstepswm“aﬂdank,:.dankﬁstmnway and,areﬁushemdmﬁ

into a room. perhaps 10 feet by 18 feet. It is the room for five
person.s—-husband wife, mother-in- law, and two’ "charming teen-
age daughters. It has two woode beds, two camp stools, a desk,
a radie, and a montage of pictures, including a portrait of Chair-
man Mao. It is the day off for the wife; her husband has a dxfferent
'day off. She struggles nervously to open a fresh pack of cigarettes.
We try to put her at ease, but that asks too much. Across the hall
is a kitchen, pe haps 7 by 7 feet, with a gas stove, sink, and a =
crock three feef high jampacked with Chinese cabbages. So this
is where all thdse cabbages that we see dgof We apologize for the
intrusion and shake hands warmly in Ieav;ng At the door, I use
the\oldest of ploys and ask the girl attendmg middle school which
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‘ _ B} ~ The Shenyang Factory :
.. " subjects she hkes the most. The answer: *‘But I like all of miy
} —.courses.”” All answers are varmhons on a main theme: 'l serve .. __.
. . the-state.” :
As our caravan pulls away, the crowd ofchlldren breaks up and
. . some run as if to foHow us. Today’s revolutlonary leaders
; struggle against the Lrlpp]lng trgditions of the past. What of these
. children. the ‘*masters of the factorres’ in only a few years" '
" What will be their dreams and hopes? Is. there spméwhere in
. that crowd a child who listens to the beat of d dlffelgnt drummer? K
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Ap Interview w‘itl\ Te'ng-Hsiao-p:ing
Teng Hsiao-p'ing, vice-premier of China; how seventy years of
age, has b\e\en one of the most important figures in China from the
mld 1950s to the Cultural Revolution. He was among the early _
" group of Chinese eommumsts trained in France and the Soviet
Union, and was a Red Army political officer ffom the late 1920s"
thraugh the 40s. In'1956. he became a membér of the Politbura .
St“mdmg Committee and. general secretary of the Party Central
Committee. oo » .
He was a member of the party's elite until the Cultural Revolu-
tion, at which time he becafne a target of the Red Guard, which

accused him of collaboratlon with Lin Shao-ch'i, and caused him

to be publlcly humiliated and disgraced. A year ago, he was

-y

Mo

“rehabilitated” and is now seen in photographs With lC‘halrman .

Mao and foreign visitors. He was prominently-featured. in stories

ence with him. v

~about the recent Kissinger vrslt We are pleased to have an audi-

We ,are ushered into the Gredt Hall in Pekmg pro‘mptly at |

~10:00 A.M, and are introduced 1nd1v1dually to the’ vice-premier.

Standard protocol takes over. We. pose, for a group picture -with _

the vice-premijer, then mové into a large, high-ceilinged room.
The colof tones are-in yellows. Qur fourteen-person delegatlon

.f.. * !.\ 37

(twelve urrversrty presidents, -two resource persons) Jis seated |
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in large overstuffed chairs arranged in a horseshoe-shaped half-
circle. On.a small table.next to each of us are the now familiar
cigarettes and matches, Tea is poured. The vice-premier puffs gn
his cigarette, looks at today's delegation. and thinks—what? The -
interpreter is a relative of a highly placed official and was born in
Brooklyni. She is a first-rate interpreter, striving constantly for

* precision.’nuance. flavor. We are given steaming hot towels to

refresh ourselves, and the audience begins. . - g

The vice-premier: Opens the audien¢e with’small talk: *“How
many da°y_s have you.been traveling? " And he teases us: *“You
have many ‘doctors in your:group.” Then adds that he has never
had the opportunity for formal education but has been educated

~in the “‘university of life.”" Dr. Roger Heyns, president’of the -

American Council on Education and chgirman of our delegation,
responds. stressing the importance we attach to the Shanghai
Communiqué and our mutual interest in developing friendship
between the American and the Chinese peoples. He asks the
vice-premier whethier he would give us his views on the possibility
of an exchange of scholars betwegn'thé\two countries. .

The vice-premier says that recently he has heard expressed
the opinion that the friendship of the two couptries has chilled.
*This is not s¢ in my opinion.’ he states. **Your presence here is
testimony to that.”” Dr. Heyns says that in their respective posi-
tions the members of the delegation are in contact with- American
public Opinion. and he assures .the vicespremier that renewed
friendship with the Chinese people is very popular, and has the
support of the American people. He addsjthat this’commitment
to closer friendship is strong and will persis{ regardless of changes
in top leadership. The vice-premier says [that he agrees: *“For
nearly a quarter of @century. our natipns have been isolated from
one another, but before that we had' a ‘long friendship:” The
foming of President Nixdn and Secretary Kissinger and the subse-
quent “Shanghai Communiqué *‘conform to the aspirations of
our two peoples and make.the prospect for future exchanges
gdod,” he says. Still, *‘there are problems—mainly Taiwan—and
because of this development, political relationships will have to be
limited to a certain degree. But this should not hinder exchanges
between our two peoples./” The development of scholarly
exchanges ‘°confornl§ with the desires of our two peoples, and -
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_ ihey are increasing—as your appearance here shows.™ The chair-
man of our delegation expresses the hope that visits of longef
duration, possnbly six months to a year, would be possible, since

**in our universitiés we tedch about China arid need up-to-date, -
**This can be considered,’ the vice- |

accurate information.”
premier says, adding that in the past many Chinese students went
to the United States and pointing to a professor from Peking
Unwersn{y who is plesent in+the room.- ’ .
The' vicé- premier is jovial, yet reflective. "'l have never been in

a university but was always convinced that when | was born I
entered a university. But mine had no date of graduation. Its ndme
is Society. Only: when I meet God will I graduate ** Our chairman
replies. *But you are a very good student.™ The vice-premier asks.

“How many points?” **At least 99,""'says Dr. Heyns. '
. The vice-premier continues: **My real school was the army. !

fought and served for twenty yeafs—and never had an insignia.
I hear you have a colonel in your group.’ Silence. I break in to
comment that I, too. had served in the, army and that my highest
earned rank was ptivate first class. ‘T}{ere is laughter at'this.

A \"ery general question is asked: What do you see as the next '

steps in the economic and social development of China, and hew
~ will this, affect ‘higher education? The vice-premier responds at

length. 3 . You have been here-a week now and will have
formed impressnons about us. But if you had knowa the ‘old
China—poverty-stricken, its people in semi-starvation—that semi-
feudal, colopial Chinese nation was a bullied .nation. First was
the’ long rﬁule by.the Chinese emperors ‘and later by warlords.
Thdt was our legacy. Then Chlang Kai-shek [He says thls with
vehemence.] bullied and enslaved this country. Now we he:;lr that
Chiang i i> W riting some kind of memoirs of secret notes portraymg
himself as a hero. But we Chinese have a different opinion. In
Chinese characters, the symbol for hero is much like angel. The
reverse——there is. no good franslation into English—is a. bear. It
is a very derogatory term. Chjang did not lehve us much.

**‘Now we can feed and clothe our people. We had only 200 kilo-,
grams of grain per. person and now we have 300 kllograms Then |
we had almost no steel and now we have a beginning. Even the
steel capacxty we had was of forelgn origin. Aside from a few
repair shops, we had almost no manufactunng We had % little

SRR
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light lndustry largely textiley,.and that was a forergn mVestment

Chairman Mao once’described us as a place on the map, both -

poor and blank. After Liberation, we endured embargoes from
othef countries. Some from the West said that while we had -war
ability ‘we had no ability to build up the country. Indeed it was
very difficult; we had to find ways to develop ourselves. Mao spoke
of self-reliance and thrift and called oh us to use our own hands
to gradually develop industry and agrlculture, relymg mainly ‘on
the enthusiasm of - the eople.

* **We knew we must first solve the food problem, saving our-

selves from natural disasters such as floods., SO our first step

was to develop agrictlture, gradually accumulating capltal for
the development of industry. The raw material for light industry
nust come from agriculture—for instance, cotton and hemp, In
all this, we followed self-reliance, diligence, and frugality and an
order of development. We now have food and clothing and the
initial base for both light and heavy industry. We have pot
relied on foreign loans.to develop our agriculture or industry
When Stalm was alive, the Soviets assisted by supplymg equip-
ment, but every piece was purchased with hard currency. How-
"ever, we are still backward in economic development. As for
food. it requires strenuous effort to feed' ourselves, and we still

need a sufficient réserve. We have a relatively small area of
arable land, with seven and one-half persons sharing each

hectare [2. 47 acres). It is wholly unlike your country. Asrde from
mechanization and fertilizatipn, we rely on intensive €ultivation.

We must pour large amounts of manpower on the land and work
at water congervation and levelmg more land. We believe that if
the work i» done well,) it is possible to double our agricultural
production per hectare For instance, we now use 30 kilograms
of chemical fertilizer per hectare—mostly organic fertilizer—and

_have a very low level of mechanization. The role of mechanization
+ds different here—the*key for us is intgnsive agriculture.”

The vice-premier warmed to his lecture “*The food problem,

" "which is worldwide, is mainly caused by population increase.
.. We in China do not believe in no boundaries on population; but
. 1o matter what, the populatron is bound to increase. Our experr- A
. 'ence is a 60. percent growth in twenty-f ve years, But "food grams
, \\em up 140 percent. We can have another increase and still have

\\:




enough to eat with a small surplup. So there is still a great poten-
S tad for agr teul(ureuand if we pay wtention to it. there need be no
‘ great problem of-food. .

“But our industry is at a very\ low level. We produce only_
. twenty million tons ¢f steel. There s a very large gap between us
- and your achievements. In science a 1d technology. there is a gap
of sgveral decades—but there ;s hope Our dwirtexperience
proves that self-reliance and* bunldmg through diligence and fru- 2
gality works. That does not exclude the use of good technology
- and knowledge from foreign gations. Our experlem.e shows that

5radual progress is more Stabie dnd reliable.™

‘We shift thew to another toprc'—the role of the United States,: + '
- Ryssia. add the People’s Republic of China in relation to the
crucigl problems around the world. sfich as thg world food short- . .
~age, the oil crisis. and the dangers in the Mlddle East. We ask the .
“vice-premier how, specifically, the three powers should work to
develop their relationships. This prompts an extended commenty
3 - along with barely concealed exasperation. **The world is hot
tranquil. There are mrany dangers. including the prospect of a new ?‘
war. The term superpower is not our phrase. It.is your phrdso.
The Soviets cannot help being called a superpower. But'we are
not qualified to be a superpower In the future, even with more - .
industrialization and an'increased product\lon of steel, we siill
will not be a superpower. We cannot afford to be a’superpower | )
) because this would mean opposing the great majority of the . .
-p(h)ple and the ‘nations of the world. We admit, honestly and * . .
humbly, that we are ‘members of the third world., ,

There is a difference of - opinion concerning the shortage of
~ food. In the Korean War, the Indo-China War, in Czechoslovakia,

in the Pakistan dismemberment, there was no shortage of food.
and oit. -

< "It we study food shortagé . we fnd them related to long .
)ears of colonialism and development of unitary economies depen- .
dent on a few raw materials. Alsd there are fundamental problems
) of social difference. India has belter natural conditions. Her pér .
capxta available land is not less than C‘hlha-—yet they are among - o
the first in the need for grain. Take the tase of Africa. Apart
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from West Africa and the very dry areas, they have good natural . .
conditions; but they lack even the rudimentary }ools of agricul- * .
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ture, We have adviged these nations to;
tufc. We believe thx.y could- be self-s
eyen have a bit of surplus. To solve t orld food.shortages it -
won't do to rely on thc. present foo produc;ng n'mom Those -
without food must grow-their own-giflin.

**As for oil,”" he contml,ies. “frankly, the sho;‘tage was forced B
“on the wgrld by the Soviets and the Umt;:(d States. The Arabs
face a hostile Israel and must find a way/out. They looked and
. found the weapon of oil.”" T he vla-p}tmner asks rhetorically ..
**Is world inflation caused only by oi}# Take the United States.
Your inflation began wjth the Koreap’ War and thie Vietnam War.
Even before the oil crisis and the October War, your- food @nd N
gmm prices had increased. Othef manufacturing- prlces had in-
creased beforé the oilerisis. 1§34 not fair to put,the blame for this
worldwide crisis oy on the fise of oil prices. It isonly a factor
aggravating an exxstmg si ty tion. Also, since World War 11 you
have seen many econo ) recessions, Your previous recessions
were .not.blamed”on oili”" He laughs. *“And now oil pricess are
going down relatwely gcause othe’r prices are rising higher. No,
the danger and the ‘jdtranquiljty’come from the two superpowers,

“An America tr;end recently complained to me that ‘you
.+ always stress thé U.S. in your analyses’; but if one looks at the .
,  record, one.yfdderstands why we cannot avoid mentioning you.
K Hos\ever, the main danger comes from the Spviets, Your United :
! States iy « ‘fat man,’ wnth lots of fat on your back. To yse'an
N exﬁggerdaon the; fat m'ly be a meter thick and this makeés you
L less mmble. [Teng laughs at this.] So in so'far as strategy.

,Boes, you will be on the defensive. The Sov:ets also ‘have fat ofi,
thelr back, but it is less than yours, ‘and they are more nimple

Y

LY

-

* % and ambitious and aggressive. So 1 say to yol. to bewate—-xhe

polar bear is after you, The main, danger .of widt' comes from the _
‘Soviet’ Union, It is 'no longer a secialist_state but SosheL Im- >
“perialism, And that is a most ﬁmdame,nt'll’ Opmmnﬂ S

**As for ourselves, in the mtérndtmnal arem we are only asimll - .
.country. In terms of populatxon and aceay; e lqbk bng, but m e
»".economic development we.gre a backy

'mg that for yourselVes. We have a few afoniic bombs, but what
- .rolé can they play? If w%éompetsa thh the Soviets in atomxc
, bombs we.all go to meet

42 ' .‘ A . * B ‘. ) \\

od.,If we mvest in atomic bombs,

dcountry—you arésee-. . .
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have nothmu lety over for de\c.lupment So we.protect ourselves: "

. with rifles and underground tunnels:™" - - L
e Another questlon is asked: What should be the }J S. pohcyA
_toward the. Smnets’ The vice-premier says that he is not “quali- "
©,° _ “fied to say, but would remark that the Soviet Union “'builjes the
7 Weak and tears the strong’’ and that *“wheén the Soviets see d-crack. . et
they \nll\try to get into jt. whcther itds the Middle East, Cyprus. . *-
or Europé.™ I sy
One of our dele;,atmn notes: "But fhis pramises an intermin- .
able” apmaments race.”” The"vice- premier responds sarcastically: Ty
.+ Do you believe that your détente will be successful? There
, is talk of balanced reduction. What is balancé? The U.S. has one
conception, the Soviets another: Read the Ameriean press and see
discussions about whether balance is ypward or downward. What
is balafce downward? Thé agreement to abolish present arma-
ments?|If neither side will abolish present armaments,*then the 1
) only polssibility is balance upward. Today the U.S. is saying that °
the number ofsnucledr warheads of the Soviets is hhead $0.the ’
U S. must balance upward. Tomorrow the Soviets will say, "But V
you have too good quality and so we must have more quality.’
There is a Chinese expréssion, ‘As the water rises. so does the‘
boat.' ** . S - - v
Amid pleasantries and handshakes, we leave. .

v
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X Shanghai and @ Commune | "
3 . \ * ! ‘ ¢
. Not even Chma prepares one for Shdngh‘u,‘\ thh the Umted
) ? \atmns lists as the world's | irgest city. We comeiin from Suchow
‘o - oR.d m,ght train and are me by the familiar ﬂeet fgray sedans.
" As we o off through ciowded streets, the i htsfof the car.
© . catch the traums of mottled yellow on the plane ftrees. The .1 . .
. leaves are stilt | green, in part bgcause of the heat of this great  ~ '
heaving, sprawjing. industrial &{y We are grateful to be free of ‘
the deepfreese €hill "and thick smog of Anshan in the industrial
north. There is a samencess to the traffic: lorries and buses, pedi- '
<abs and bikey, in 4 macabre danice in the crowded street. And yet E
. it is not quite the same. No one s actually hostile as our caravan "
pushes bicyclists and p destna&ns aside, but ‘the people do not'
move out of the way qunt so quickly. There is the feel of a great "~ .
city —the stretch of wide boulevards, tall buildings poking the sky- * - .
"+ 7 line, the blast of foghorns from|the ships in the harbor.
- We turn throux.h the hotel Bate, p:le out of our cars, and are ! :
quickly ushéred o otir. rooms. It is the Ching Chiang Hotel,' ° ‘
' _ where President. leqs\ and the. Chinese leadership signed the ‘
' ~ Shanghai, Commumque It is_no ‘small.thing’ to reverse a_
‘quarter-century dedicated 10 denvmg "that Red China existed
R . or that it mdtt;ir;.d Our de-legdtxdn is in on the edge of the begin-
nmg of a m.)s era in U.S Chma relanons. At each place we visit,

. -
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. BoLee ot RE : s N . .
. P a > x o
. > . N . R v




\.\,\,

‘Shdn&.hdl et

\
pe‘oples as lf by \
remove the.. doub]é
" barti \r of a strangd, t.l‘lltllle and an unfa iliar nguage. and LOUld
begln by smrles to underdt\nd’ one an ther

\
ad 4"

L It is\, modern hotel: the rooms are, sp_aclous and (at last) the
, » .+ watefis 'hot. Our hosts are sollutous, the bancf et in"our honor
: " will be tomorrow night. At 8:00 A.M. on Saturday, we. are, off to
the waterfront, and a briefing on Shaﬁghal Fromaa rooftop we
-gaze over the glt,d[ river and the factpries: > The city sprawls

o ’:eemlngl) limitless,in all dlreetlons Par bfl:low age shl;is atanchor, -’
‘ . the Red Star®flags presrdlng ‘over this. the nation's largést port
’ * city. Half of the shipping moves through this port. It is-about the
' opfy fact [ recall, for it s hard to listen c.areftm'y? time after-time,

t§ the ritual rhetoric ofthe Revolutlon when it'is somegne else’s «

. ' .4y revolution. : T oo T

» ' Our hostshrape relented Our request has been granted We may
walk the fa ed Nanking Road; wlndowshop, soak in_sights,
smells.. igipressions: and visit a department store. The crowds
=, spill ovedsidewalks and into the streets. For piles we move-slowly
v " . with the cro\\fd It is ngh Street in Columbus after Saturday
, - football—except. that it is people and not cars that make the con~ )

.
L

L gestion. Iti ls street of small shops. The windows are bright with
o ., clocks. radlgs anddishes, and dull with assortments of blue, green,
) . and gruy jackets'» trousers, and shoes. Good, sturdy men'’s shoes

, - sel] for 14to yuan ($7.00 to $9.00 in’our money); Western-style |

. .dress sh{hts am in the 'same Price range. It doesn’t do to stop\/
/beeause e crowd eongeal; around one—and people simply stare.**

é Do-they: expect polnted ears? -, o

A

We enter a large four-story department store and scatter.after
) " agreeln to meet at Entrance 4 (the only words in-English any-

-~ wnere) in forty-five minutes®I stop at.the button counter to buy
\ o an assortment of buttons for our daughter who sews. Again.the

* curious crowd around. I smile at:the chlldren and it helps.to

break the ice. The store is crowded; some pe0ple ar'e buylng but
.many. | suspect. 4re simply enjoying the snghts It is not exactly
the Lazarus stores in Columbus, but thete is an impressive variety
-of" consumer goods of all types s
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The merchandise looks good. The clerks are unfalllngly helpful
as | struggle with unfamlhar money. I, buy the colox’ful thermos

break in the acking. A typlcal tourlst I glso ‘buy a silk sc cen
with quotatloxs from Mao. With commendable restraint, however,
l turn away from an alarm clook” wnth two pandas graci
bright blué face. The pandas move wit
but I do not need a clock, and 'l can ma
perpetual motion. (In a zoo—w ich city' 7—I saw two
pandas. Strange critters, 1 am told they do ot t any stahdard
classification, and I believe it.) Most of us b y the Chinese tea-
cups of the type we see constantly. +They have a hd Wlll the colors,
glow as bnghtly in Columbus—n{hen I have coffee?’ R

We vnsft. a local university 'ifi the afternoon, méet with the
Revolutionary Committee of the city promptly at 7 00vPoM. for
an official welcome and more bnefmg and qnjoy the banquet )
. Fortunagely: we s ;em to have escaped the dehcacy that I most

the- slick, IQ{'ny, seaslugs L Lo

' A{-Sunday breakfast ‘the next morrming, the presldent of the

~ 1 University of Michigan and I josh a /ut the Michigan-OSU game,

‘ which is now history, Kissinger is due IP Peklng tomcrrrow Shall
we call him fer the final scorc" , :

At 8:00 A.M. sharp, we are?off on the adventure I have most
© . coveted—a visit to a commune. It is thlrty or sb miles outside the
' city. The land is flat, the_soil rich. There are no large fields ever.

The planting is in small patches: cofttor}, the light green of new
winter wheat, cane along the ditches. No patch of earth is without
activity—a peasant”sowlng seed by hand from a wicker basket;

a w\\er buffalo; lumbering along_ as if in' sfow motion, the dark '
wet darth yielding tQ the wooden plow; a platoon of peasants o~
hoeing after the tractor has deep- plowed the earth; a woman with
a basket pouring.water from a ditch op new sets of green vegeta-~
bles. And always the cabbage in mofiofonous formatlon

nced, or thought abouf. We park in a pleasant courtyard, are
reeted as usua) by a shuhng. clapping delegation pant?tlooned
T ques and grays, and move $0 a briefing room. .

Thé commune is unlike anythlng I have ever known, lexperl-

1
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T : Th?))ommune tractors 95 percent of lts/l

o

light ch hhom flelds, fattories, housing,, an pumpm .
s_ta'tip round thc room arg Bottle% containin To S products "
—riceX Wheat, medlunal herbs—'llong with mi es of vari-
¢ pus inddptrial products. Sl’mdcs of the Ohio State' Fair! It s,
show-andatell time and the commune difector isggood at it.*

undland p duces

c-o'

copropsy hi:
d

apeseed, melops, and fryit” It also raises plgs,

chickens s, and,cows. Thirty-gix thousand, thrge hundred
forty-sigben persons (i}n 8,234 house olds)'serve in 20 productlon
brig: ((Wadc up of .197 pr oduction' feams. The commune farms
ectares. an area of 53 square kllometers his is truly
intengive dgnculture The ldnd-ylelds three drops‘a year—oneof
' . two of rice. For the past decade, eucbln year has been a bum-
per crop. One hec’hreof cotton has produced 892 kilograms, which -

. is‘triple the pr/ducuon before theCultural [Revolution.
[ become impatient fo-walk the land. Wint riwheat grows under

F
=
- ©

., the shadow of the cqtton. A gregn vegetd ble whxcho looks like.

_.chard is identified as| «' medicinal| liérb (good for intestmal dis-

- orders). The irrigation channels have been dug \Ylth awesome
precision. In the plots being prepared for planting, at intervals of
ten feet or so. a narrow ditch four inches wide and a foot or so
deep‘has been fashioned. It was done with meticulous care with
a very special hoe.

The hoe’was made® by the commune, as are bricks, furmture. '
machine tools, and cemeht boats. The boats have a capacity of
twenty tons and are useful in ‘carrying products of the cOmN
to neurby Shanghai. We visit the factories: It is Sunday but every>
one is at work. There is ong dly a week off work, at the conveni-
ence of the commune. And we visit the peasants in their homes.

Imagine a three-story apartment building wlth wooden floors
and cement walls. Two rooms are occupied by a man, his wife, and
their fourteen-year-old daughter. On the wall are Revolutlonary
posters and mosait of family pictures.'The bed is shiny new; it was
made in the ¢commune. Ten of us crowd into the apartment.”

We learn that the husband works in one of the factories and earns
65 yuan a month. The wife works in the fields and earns what she
AN ' o
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expects mll be 10 yuan a month The work-points. dete;mlmng
her wage are calculated at the end of the éar We learn later in
‘the **Shall We ‘Nojy Discuss?" session.that the” work-points
" (earnings) include évaluation of “attitude,” physical compe-,
tepce.” and “techy ical skjll.”* The family prepares its own meals
/ﬁb own qugrters; bhthing facilities are déwn the*hall. A lovelly”
modern clock’on the dress€rstrikes’ 11:00 A.M.-We move, on.

{n one of tfn apartments, we press hard: What controls the ;lze
of the family? We are tpld that this is a '*personal decision,"
that "*education’ is the key to family planmng that families wapt
o children (or threé.at the'most), that abortion is rare, and that
pllls and mechanical contrace‘mwes are used.- °

The next stop is the commune hOSplldl We peer into empty
oomx—thc X-ray room, dehvepry room. operatmg room; phar-
macy ., et¢. The hospital has tputy -three beds, and is'no filll. 1 ask

md factm} ‘tzcx ents %nd am told firml that these_

.

Not far|frdm the hospn;gl s the local stor\xxcoo,ki 'S, tea, elc.:
and beyond i the local ‘burbkr shop..” CT—
CItisa I;}el day —bright skies and close to|70 degrees., We walk
along - the- frrigation canals, fand observe hoy the commune has
been uble to make sikty addjtional hectares productive by,putting
main ymal underground i/ pipes two feet in diameter. Im ation
f\a\s béen [argely electrified, ’ -

There are 150 cows in the dairy’ barns-——a crossbreed of Hol-
stem and Chinese cattle. The manager is a veterinarian. The Eows
produce 15 kifograms of milk per day. Records are kept on each

" . cow. The calfcrop is llOper year. Artificial msemetlon is uséd.

'\ The cows are put ir*a small exercise ‘vard four hours a day.
Fifty workers are assigned to “the milking. At Jast there is some-
“thing 1 understand: mechanization .is Quite unnecessary when a
\soclety has an abundance of labor. ‘

The commune direcfor assaults us with facts and figures, Ducks,
chickens, milk, rice—all productlon Js up substantlally sinCe
Liberation in*1949. It is only as we go over our notes that we see

. that the ¢urrent annual increase 4s hardly\ overwhelmmg “
The commune’s factories are fascmatmg The workshops make
simple furniture—beds. benches.,wnc‘ker baskets. Boats of cement
. . N ,
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, drg/under u/onﬁtruutlo they will CafTy grain and’ egembles by »
canal to Shangh.u A muachine shop is turnmg out thansformers.
_ By now I feel as if I hale scen half the transformer \factories, i in / .
China, tind my attentipn wanders. . £
Outside the bujldingis a plot no larger than one’s living ro
A woman worker is pouring water from a long dipper. Each pZ}/ '
. is given tender lang care. Some of the plots grow tragitional /.
Chinese herbs.’ There are 2,000 such herbs used in medical care. o,
, Perhaps one is the bittersweet stuff 1 am taking (with some /
. g skepticism) for a bad cold. . : - . _
) ' "1t is pleasantfto walk’the good efirth. listén to the/chickens. muse L
/ . un the idy ltic life offthe commune|membef. The living compounds
X of the commune prjovide the sense of neighborhood that we once
/’ Jhad in rural Ameriga but without rhe, isolation that-went with the

amily farm., '
J e is a ailable lmmeilldtely and conveniently. Most - | *  ~

of [ht, foodstuffs are gr own here mdudmg mushrooms (in huge
! racks in a high loft cement building), Best of all. there' is the

.« visiblé lnt:,rdcpcndcnue of life. The hoe is made in the mathine N
| ) . shop: the bed is mdde in the Larpentry shop. The connettive tie l
3 between work and-consumer product is Rlain.to see. Soil. famlly .
, society —it ishll comprehensible. Itis the n\edieval idea re- creatcd
- T _education and work as a unified whole. T

But is it really idyllic for the man or Weman -with a be? .
Hardly. It pays one o have grown~up on a farm-and to have
soldigred in the mtantry A labor detail is a labor detail, any way
you look at it: and I cannot believe there i leQy in lining up across
- , a field and following-the tracjor ta byeak up the clods—not when. e

the soil is too wet to work. It looks suspiciously liké Keeping the

. Troops Busy. By now Ihave heard ¢very Rc,voluuohary slogan on
“w . - the glory of work, servmg the state. and bunldmg socialism.

- - Butahoe is a hoe is a hoe, and a muddy fi t“eld is not for hoemg v

The tragtor invites the heretical thought: why not put more

R tractors, more harrows in the fields? Lfnd it hard to believe that.

no one ever will stumble on the d4ngerou$ dreamn—that machmes

. can further ease our labors. e T e :
But all this is idle speculation. nght noV» rapid mechinizat
would be a dls‘ister Where would ‘the labor force go—to t

crowded streets of Shanghai? No. the commune is a brnll_n;mt
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ment ‘building. We lEdI‘HEd about‘thow prl ate plots, each person
iy entitled to one {bout the size of your bedroom? It is good t

know that individual initiative lives.
_of the planned society..
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three-story apartments glowing pale ygllow in the warm morning
sun. Giant Chrysanthemum$ make circles of rich colors nfext to
the playground. This moriing we are to see a lower school, visit
several homes. tour a heighborhood factory workshqpuand learn
from the Re\olunonary Committee how the. nelghborhood street
committee—as the basic unit of o:;gamzauon-—-oper'ltes in the cities
of China. =~ . |

Entermﬁ;the school. we are \:ngulfed by children. But in China

o
-

' ’ . L
Shanghai l(\g\mmued) A School,a Home./‘9 v

We park bet\\een the school compound and a row of look-aliké

L]

c.‘lptnat g seven-year-old girl—with flashing brown eyes, dim-

Incing energy-—gmbs my hand. Each of our delega ion is

tow, safe m the hands of children eager to show us the nur-
sery/the kindérgarten, the.exercise routine, and the performances
plagned especially for us. It is hard to take notes while my, eager
guides urge me on to the next room. The toddlers are encased in
individual small wicker boxes—the Chinese playpen. The next
oldest group (three- ard four-year-olds) are in columns of three,
stampmg vigorously in unison as the teacher keeps time. On¢ child
is distracted by our camera-clicking delegation and stares in

.fascination, He is promptly tirned back into position., Stomp and
stomp, arms. waving vngorously Exercise time.

.

__there is alshys a kind of order beneath se¢ming chaos. An utterly

. “ . . .\ -
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Vntua&l) a‘l able-bodied Chjnese woéen work. It would be
unthmkable.lw stuy ho,me simply to take .caye of a gro mg child.
The children e brought fo the nursery at 7:00 A%1. aml are
/pu.l».ed up it 5:00 p.M. by the parent after return fpdm actory
office. We learn that pels‘ons from all walks_of life live in tie
housing complex, but in a developmg society this mejins largely
ta;,tory workers. Few perso /s work in the professlon r the ser-
vieg lndu,atnu./fhe priority Tmust-go 10 the productlon fphysncal
goods.
We also learn that the 350 nursery chltdren get milk once a
day, that theit health is itored ca)?efully, that a doct r is avagl-
able. All this|and Mao. too for only 2 yuan a mont ($1 om!
-\lﬂ lunch, the children take a nap. ‘*No, of course, the ﬁllgo’o
L.lu.p..nlmmm mediately.’ Sleepmg, eating—yes, evep goin
the potty —are "by the nup[nbens An Amerlcan profesp ortrag\&-

ing with Us translales the Chinese characters in the posters on the’

walls of fattory, ¢ommune, office, and school. Here'the poster
reads, ' Strengthen our discipline and make progress each day and
our Revolution will succeed.™ I note that Chinese childrén dance,

play. act, and sing with vigor and no trace of self-consciousness. '

[s this too part of the Revolution? '

' The nursery rhyme tlieme is **Our mothretland is good.”” €hair- *

man Mao smiles from the ever present picture poster. I ask myself

if this is standard for all of China—and fear that I know the -
. answer. “Later on, the children will be taught abeut the -other

great heroes of their socialist faith: Marx, Engels, Lelin, and
Stalin. 1t iy enough now. to imprint each bram with the ﬁhage of

:///////

~ Mao as beneficent Father. . E Y.

**We love labor"* safs the poster. I am witness to th?p ogram-
ming of mass man. The little children are only fouf and five
y&ars vld, yet already they are apprentlced in the routines of work.
" Théy putiogether two small maetal pieces to maké ‘;'V%lnapper Yes,
Mao is,serious about combining theory with practice. Good work
habits *start very early. Ben Franklin would hayve understood. I
‘doubt he would have approved. -

We are seated on children’s chairs to watch a performance by 3

the fifth’graders. Ten children labor solemnly over a kind of
violin; I.am#old this instrument goes far back in history. The
villa‘in\. Has jackboots and a great blac mustache tickling his
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7. dimples. He is the cruel landlord. The girls are the poor peasani o '//
- _finally ljberated by the People's ngberatlon Army. It is'ot . |
.. exactly a difficult plot yo follow—even for university presidents. O ’ )
Later, in ballet and movies we are to see much the sjfme si ple ‘
‘ themes presepted to adult audiences. The progam ondudes PR
m th ¢ e’sonﬁ{lwe hear everlfwher **The Shining' Red Star.'* Tt oo
dsong tha’somehow captures the hope, vigor, a fhith of the .. -
Chmese. and-1 npever tire of it. TRe little children re '
nds as we leave. and clutch and won't let go.

_apartmenty we \mted in Anshan in the industrial north!” A retited )
worker add his wife, a daughter and a son-in-law (bo(h teach in 0
the middle schools). and a threé! “year-old occupy two roorfs, per- . °,
haps fi Tivel or sik hundred square feet in all. I like the man mstdntly '
for his gentility, intelligence, and thoughtful rephes to,our rapid-
fire questions. He was apprenticed at age thirteen in a|flour mill, °
and worked as a repairman until retirement at age|sixty. He N ,}
. never learned to read and write, but **since Liberdtion. as a /
result of Chairman Mao’s teaching, 1 have learned to read.’” As -
he answers questions, [ glance around the room: two beds, a big
" " clock on the,single drésser, family snapshots on the wall, and a
:‘ﬁ'{g Rev olutnona«r) picture poster. Iif retirement, he earns 70 percent .
* _, of his monthly wage: his wife worked fewer years and gets 60
percent of her monthly wage at the factory This adds up-to 99
yuqn (roughly $50.00). The in-laws earn 60 yuan a month eachfor
a tQtzﬂ tamily income of 219 yuan. It isn’t much,” says our host,
- 'butg.ou.mUst understand thaj we have all that we need and that
we have heat and light and zi‘;?m house. Befo&’B{Revqutron. ’

we lived in a shdack with a_tinfroof.”” Family .expenditures: 5.40

yuan. for rent, 1.50 yuan fof electricity, 2.60 yuan for water

(charged on a per person basis), 3.00 yuan for gas. Prices. are =~ <

fixed by the state, and have been stable for some time. 1 wonder >
what consumer goods they most want, but do not ask. The inva-. . -
sion of. privacy goes too far. ' ( " P

Bat he is eager to talk: *'I risé¢ at 5:00 A.M., go to ahe park and
do exercises for an hour, shop at the market for fresh produce
coach the older childrén on the playground, and return after my
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daughter and son-in- lm\. “we Ieft for \\mk My /x(ifc and I have
breahfast ‘m]d then a nap and shar'e househoid work. I go to group
study’ three jimes:a ’<L€l\ and pl’ny cheds #fid talk with my best
friend. We read the néws and are eager t({ learn from Chajrman
Muo’s mxlruuuons ‘We mus(merw the people. so our jthinking
emal ndte of thls‘ “Oun)lhmkmg
should not rgtire” —a Iovdy expluslm{\ [N

“On Sunday. | ;,Lt out m the house early (~he smilgs) and g\
tishing }n the tiver. In “the dfternoon/we visit x«.lat&iu in the
western suburbs or shop. TImL passes, rapidly: I feel happy. 1
never dreamed of all this (pmmmg to the clock and"to a llﬁ'ht ulb
hanging from the ceiling), Béfore leemuon we slepi on the floor *
and always worried about thx. prxf ?f rlCt.. We sp nd 60 to 70
yuan a month on food. ‘e

*Chairman Mao hgs wd +*he (on’unues. at we must take
"off the cap of llhtgr.u,y ' Next year/the granddaughter will go to
kindergarten to (again ths famllmr cate chnsm) “dwlop morally
infellectually ., and physically.*

" °The .neighborhood worl\shop is orie_of a.dozen or s0 small
- workshops employing wemen from the nelghborhood #The work-
shops are organized by the street commntee Only"the aged and
° «the infirm are euused from work in these shops which are sét up -
for “*housewives™ with meigér job’ skils. The shop we wisit is’
assembling children’s toy trains, Iargcly.for the export market.
I count nearly one hundred women (and One man—a retardate) ¢
in the assembly. testing. and packing rooms_The toy set sells for
9 yuan. The wage rate is 30 yuan a m,onth-—n%\t much for eight

. .hours of w ork each day, six days a week year ih and year out."
The bnef"ng in the Cultural Center is conducted by ‘the vxce-

~ ,»chaifman of the Revolution:ry Commutt’:a Her gray Mao Jacket

hides (one speculates) a.trim figure. But nothing obscures. her
sudden radiance of smlle As the vice-chajrman serving this
“nelghborhood“ of 70. oo persons (16.000 households), she is
political officer, chlef social worker, and chief administratdr for
the area. We are surprised to learn that twelve ,of the eighteen
persons on the Revolutionary Committee are women, for we have
learned that women are rarely included in equal numbers on
policy councils in the universities, factories, and communes. She
oversees s:x departments: for political work, organization and
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| administration, educafiori and cult re. loglsttcs and gengral |
.1ft'¢1irs managemens oI collective enterprlses (such as the work-

~shop we saw), and property mamgemc.nt and mamtehzjce ’ ST e
he anatomy of govern: ;t.{vrs never qiute clear to me. I'take .
1t

& " solace in the fact that unive overnance in the United States
- is abso virtually beyond ¢ mpre nsnon even to those of us who |
. inhabit the House pf Intsllect. We do learn that there are twelve o
s streef dommitteds under the Central Comm?lt.e and that these,
commtztees touch the lives of every household in many ways, * ‘

. The, Neighborhood Revolutlonary Committee is the b{mc unit
of political organization. It runs local factorie’s, schools, and work-
shops, and works, all the while, to transform the society into,full
socialism. The street committees organize study groups, do
general elednup work, and take care of chlldren before and after [°
school in t}}e absenceof their working parents. We as‘ked what Was

. meant by, *'showing concern for the life of the masses’ and were
told that it’ means, washing clothes for the ill, carrymg food to the
disabled. getting a doctor t6 come for a house visit, The leaders
of -the street committee are elected by the, inhabitants after
group discyussion.” They settle neighborhood dxsputes, do mar|
riage e}aunselmg and look after the old. thg infirm, and the longly.

__Divorée is rare. If there are disputes. both sides arg urged to first

ge in self-criticism. and, this failing, to move to graup criti- ™ .
cusn]' ssions. One of my colleéagues says, **That explains the low ° :
divaree\rate. About the third time you are.instructed to engage

in self-cfiticism, 'you decide it's much better to call the whole

thing q is,” . o

Clearly the street commxttee is '1 ‘powerful vehicle for exerttng \
peer-group’ pressure and it is through this agency that the ﬁ
emphtms on family.planning has t,mmedlate impact. The birth A

s . rate in the neighorhood. we_vigjt is 5.4 per thousand, shgh
below the 6. Op rthousttnd in Sh: ghai asawhole Few abo ions, ’
very few.

I hear the Words **People’s Bank' and ask whether the
encourage;gsa ing and what the interest rate 1s Thereisas

ter of ;animate conversatxon before the answer is tranSlated \

upon. With.s0nle exasperatlon, thé Vice-chairman explains that
Tiina socnafst society the goal is not to accumulate money, and

4
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Shanghai (Continued)

that tHe.rate is so Iqw ag’to.be inconsequential. People save to
. h¢lp the state. not tojmake money. Fine. but presy the question

/

" _and learn that the rate’is 2.7 |pertents"In an economy with stable -

v .

" prices, that {s not_bad. Indded, it is a higher rate of real return”
than [ pow garn on our family savings..l doubt that savings are
inconsequeiptial in thg.Chinese econopdy jor to the Chingse family. 7

" As the bfisic unit_for political in octfination. production, and
provisions¢f social sepvices to cjty dwellers, the neighboffiood
street comgmittee performs much the same function as does™t

. A - . ' . gy 4 . .
commune fJor collective in rural areas. Both are brilliant socnael\

4. They weld id¢ology to social control, deliver a full

range of Human .scrwice.s[(x every person, and encourageé indivi-

7 wipation in local affairs as wkll as pride.in community.
The 1deoldgical b-correct/line™ (we hear the fhrase constantly) is

) _highly. centrplized. But the-management of aily affairs is highly

decentralized. That's shrewd statecrift. -

.. In the :gftc;?mﬁm'\\e visit @& Children’s ‘Palace, one tof ten ir

Shanghai. I1-fias playgrounds, puppet shows (with smirking land-

lords). an vutdoor bashetball court, and training rooms for ballet,
acting. handicrafts, and music. The Palace jumps with excite-
ment—like a crowded YMCA. Mchines offer a test of one’s grip:
squeeze hard and the lights of the Peoplg’s Dynamos light up the
board.. It seems a good place, to dedicate a Frisbee to the Palace
inventory. and I do so.” : ' . -

Is ariyone in China ever alope in home or forest or on a moun-
taintop? As wé drive bgck through jammed streets, I.have a
vision of pure horror: IsAhis a society dvhere. from:birth to death,
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in notebooks. on‘envelopes. and_even on a paper sack where |

had written favorite quotation from Mao, ‘*Women hold up
half the Heawens,” and a questlon that went unanswered, “*How

. is.menta! illness treated?" In twenty-one days of intensive learn-

ing during mornings. afternoons, and evenings, we discovered
that each question prompts a dozen more. Plainly we are only at
the beginning in our understanding of this very old culture, this

-

cal terrain could not be more unfamiliar to Americans if John
Glenn had discovered the People’s Republic of China on the moon.

Some of our pre-trip impressions gamed from reports ¢f other

visitors purvive. The streets are indeed clean, thanks to the women

. street cleaners with the brooms. Table tennis is the national

addiction, though basketbal] and soccer are growing in popu-

larity. Ideology is all-controlimg in schdols, factories, communes.

toreach tmy parcel. Peasants cqrry baskets of earth to build a néw
terrace—The tegraces creep upward on the highest. mountains,

| winter wheat. More rice and more cabbages for more mouths.

industrious, pamstakmgly conscnenuous and persistentin the face

i

. . . : 59 -

Back at my desk at dSU. I struggle with illegible notes scribbled"

very new multi-layered revoluuon The social. political, ideologi- .

certs, ballets, movies. The. land is tilled with fanatical devotlon‘

- creatmg improbable enclaves of new [and for orchards or for.

For the most part. the Chinese people fit qur stereotype—calm,
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of ‘Zl 0 Ltucles.!
whether needlepoint.
%&.h seems td be. }lh
/The Grand £ i
d'ruus today. ¢
ago. : -
F The tu,lds are mbsaicy of color. laced with irrigation canals .-

spra\\,ln;_. in complex pattgips onthé brown-yellow carth.” And .
Cy r\\\ huu in thc'h ‘lds is, suuallst t&.dhldl mmsm—-athz, women ‘md

R

It'is true. the women still have a mpnopoly on the world's most
distasteful cho®-—carrying **night so1l* to the waiting fields. R
© Amidst notes on steel productiop. hourly wage scales, and
other data solemnly presented and splemnly recorded, ] discover
the following: . . ¢ In all China I cpunted only ten dogs and two
cats. . Tht. horsu are sorry- loPl\mg critters. . . . Saw one
dwarf and one blind man.on crutches . Saw expensive short-
wave radios in some homes and al hotuls .. . Spotted TV tow- -
ers in major cities and learned -that gmernm;nt operated fele-
vision is hruadwst in blackh and white for only & few hours a day.
and to only a very few thousand who own sets. . . . There are al-
ways lines in front of the movie thedters w mtmg to sec the dozen
of su films being shown, all of them fvith overpoweringly patriotic .
themes. . . . The bikes have locks.\contragy to what others hiave'
reported a outa society wlere theft ik supposedly unknown. . . .
Our officipl gray seduns push everyt ing aside—tractors, lorries,
tru;l\s ,pgdicabs, carts, and the people with loads on their backs.-
fifth day back in Coluibus, but I am stlli a prisoner
of jet lag. How does Kissinger *do]it? The, ritual "rhetoric still
rings in/ my ears at three or four in the-ntorning. *We must
{ follow the correct line in all thingy:we are criticizing thetheories
. quont cius ‘and Lin Piao: we must serve the masses; self-rellance .
, and keeR the initiative in.our own hands."’ T

- ‘ The {aiths of the Revolugion souid outmgeoualy slmphstxc to "~ -

my-Westerimeyr. But how much arxseseﬁym the clumsiness of the
ﬁanslauon ? I bridlg at **serve the n]as; yet Abraham Lincoln’s

. 7 60‘- _' : '.L: \ ) ‘ ‘ . .
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“*of the peop[e by the. pople. and for the peopl never cfases
. to touch me. . .
- ~Everywhere we hear the slogan: "We must walk on tw
A ¥ means simply. that the Chinese’ traditional must be crpatively
ombined with the Westeln modern—in agriculture, *cience.
edicine. ll\Shangh‘u. we witness “*walking on two legs""— ) ;
. anesthesia acupu m. re is used for major surgery along with post-
oj)erame Westefti; pajn- Nlllmg drugs. My letter from Shanghai
is lostin thé mmls but thp memory is mdellbly sqnbée,d in my
brain.- " ° -
e Brain! Yes. we witnessed brain surgery, something I have
) managed tg t/avond 5eemg in OSU’s College of Medicine. First w:/
look in on a young' woman awaiting an operatlon for a tumor 4
hgr. throat, Her hand twitches slightly in response to three
in her arm. In twenty minutes she will experience,%ut
, the kmt‘é Next is a stomach operation. My face mask
Seeims hotl\ oppressive as I look down on an exposed cancerous o/
- ,stom¢1Ch » The attending doctor lifts the e organ for all of us to see.
" Cameras cllck The doctor motions s to circle the bed. I step
_ . gingerly over ribbond of tubing—oxygen, I trust. The patient—
* - fully conscious—smiles at me. I smile back. :

2« ™ Nowawelcome interlude of tea agd conversatioT he doctor is
@1 =, matter of fact: **Not until Mao instructed us did we try traditional
'acu'puncture (knowr# in rural China for two thousand years) in
maJor operations. At first, we used as.many as thirty Oéso needles

w,

,in, 0ur eXperlmentatlon but now we understand exactly where
" the ‘meedle goes. . . . ‘No, we do.not understand the scientific P
%;3 basn?for acupunc.ture we only know that it works. gtomachaoper— 7 .
o atlons are less successful, because the stomach rMScles are not
fufly felaxed.” We learn that anesthesia acupuncture may or may
" _ .\ not be used in major surgery. We are-told that ‘it depends on the
) ) pll'tient But, regrettably, I neverlearn the factor) that determine
. its use—¥€xcept that, contrary to Western myth, 1t is not a matter .
- of relymg on blind peasant faith e_hypnotic states . \s LA
‘We adjust face masks and go t:w\m‘éss brain surgery. Fortun-«
arely, I arrive late” A rectangie of skull and scalp about three
mches long is already hfted back. I look upon the most enthralling
Y. of the umverse—the llvmg human brain. The surgeons
moy thh qunck preﬂsxon to remove the tumor. The patient is

T |‘\ " 5 ° .
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) T
fully consuous apparently feels no pam A nurse talks to him; the )
reassurance must be mutual, In this operation, ‘there is only one
ever so tiny needle penetrdting the flesh over the cheekbone- Tt
may be the slight ooze ofbl od, or the tlick of cameras; butinany
event. my breathing is shalloj, "and]1 refuse the ultimate obscenity
of urullng the patient’s bed and {smiling fatuously at the}oor

Y

fellow. It is time to leave.

Medical teams from all over the world have v151ted China/ and
the American medical profession will no doubt eventualkly absorb
the “‘new redlity“ intg our own treatment system. Bt the real

*spectacular’ in Chinése medicine is neither anesthesna’acupunc-
turd nor the redlsc}véry of two thousand or so native herbs, but
rath

the “bax@fdoi dogctors' who bring basic medical care to -
al China. HereNs truli an f:xtraordlnary achlevemept—-on }we .

are challenged to e ulate.
0 chl Chlna. mo,re televnsnon sets than in all, of ek'n i

I ;rm.lude thls réport at mldnlght in Columbus, Ohno

soldiers in bulky, bel

pictures taken to s nd h to the v1||age I a MWy/7 school
somew here in Chl,ha, a city-bred bureaucrat, igs and
wonders how to survive an afternoon of Marxist boek-l¢gdrning. In

the industrial north, bicyclists wearing face masks edlge slowly
through slush and snow en rojte to the steel mill to dd their part Py
in laying an industrial basg¢ ’};r the new China. In Shenyang, a
bright-eyed. eight-year-old readies herself today for ix hours of

v

ballet—this to serve the state. All over China, Maq in.portrait,

smiles down on the commune, the factory, the school, and the-
university. A great nation is at work, building a new society, a

new man, a new woman: ’ /

I take my red-jacketed treawre to, the record player and fight )

back wholly inexplicable teats as I listen to my favdrite’ song

*Spring\Comes, Early to the Commune.”” It is a song &s bright, ‘)
"as vital, as brimming with hope ag are the chlldren of the, People’s )
'Repubhc of China. I is they I.shall remember when all else is

faded. For me. the Great Adventure is ended. For the children of

China, the adventure of the Revolution has Just begun Where n "

will take them. and us, surely lies beyond imagining.
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