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ALS :
The f;zst step in planning a program is to dec1de on your gozls, Yhat do

ndnt the children to experience? 1In what ways do you want them to grow ‘and

de elop7 Wrat do you value for yourself and for children?

There should be a reason for everythlng Lhat goes.on in “the classroom. You

ould have a weason for what you say and do. You should have a reason for the

materials in the room. You should have a reason for specific things you e>pect
P ~ ¢

the children to do. ¢hese rezsons should fit, your goals.

P

. =
Beczuse we gre creatures of habit and we do vhathwe have zlways der,*w?

scmelirmes do not have clear rezsons for every sétion. If this is true for you, stop

znd think, ,Talk with your irziner zbout your re¢asons for your sctions and your gozls

‘for the cnlldrep. -

.
.

Goals Sﬂould help children to develop 1nte1‘ectuallx, physically, 5001ally,
and, emotiorally. Compare your ideas about how children develop with these goals:

mxamples of goals ;or young ‘children:

be curious , v

-

L 4

express creativity . - .g‘\ ¢
deéelop impulse control ) ] . : SRS
’ feel competent . . "
. work_independéntiy S . ST

develop positive self identity _ 4

live effectively w1th other chlldren

solve problems

&

888888"388

develop language skills ' C-

‘ . - - ’ \

Each gpal can be defined with' specific child behav1ors. For example, the -

goal fof chlldren to be curious means: - ‘

the child feels free to ask questlons' “ .

the child wonders why something-happgns;

the child puohes, pokes; smells listens to find answers

* The gbal'for chlldren to work independently means:

« . the child can make choices; ,
, - the child knows what he likes to doj . .

the child takes the initiative in his activities.

- .y
o v
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. de Leop the goals z.d what they resn in our mind- as we plan a program.
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. . ) : '
IT. OESEAVING THE CHiL’)REL S SR
- After llatmg your goals, you should ob<erve the children in the areas
related to your goals. Ygu need to know where your children are de ve1ormentally. ‘
Hopefully yoéu will be able to define the strengths and weaknesces of each child. @
Thris is not a general impression but detailed and accurate information based on
) dhat you have observed each child do.

Describe- the. zér)'xod you use for observ:mg and rccording the developrnenfgl
growth of,e’c‘n/hud - )

& 3 L . .




13T, CURRICULUK
Cuirciculun mcans everythiné Lh % hqppens in the classroom every dav of the ,
year. Curiculum is what you do, what | thé chlldren do, and the matcrxals you choose

for the dctivities. It is based on v ur’goals. ST

/

The curriculum deccrloes how e als are made real . each day. The act1v1t1es
/%D

~

and experigrnces you plan should helgﬁibe children develop'and achaeve the goals. Kecp<7
the goals in mind ag you read each 4ectlon - se;ectlng themes, gUldeS for pldnning
activities, planning for group aeilvltles, and plarning for independent aet§v1tles.

. 5 -
]

A, Se].CC'tl"‘g themes ; - e " . . ) /

x
[

Cne zpprozch to currlcalnm olannlng is to select a theme and to develop

matériels, field trips, act1v1c1es and cyperlences related to the ihe theme., YOu /
use’ the theme to 4chigve youraécnera; goals and speclflc objectives. Each :hggg |
may last one or more weeks but the ggglg,last all year, )
.|ne goals should ﬁ&e together the themes so there is contlnulgy and som
relatlonshlp of 'what h&ppens from. week to week, For exaaple, //7
Goal' develop&qg cognltlve skills )

Specific objeci&ﬁésf* JMatching colors/or/recognldlng
black, brown and- whlte/br/labeling three colors. ; °

.Colors can be presented through a series of themes:
Farm Animals: colors of ﬁorées, covia, plgs, chickens;

Vegetables znd Fruits: colors of bananas, apples, carrots;y /
lettuce, potatoes, " .

Trucks: colors of vans, dump trucks, delivery trucks’
Circus: colors of balloons, ¢ostumes, circus aniﬁal
‘. Thinking about colors in different themes makes the concept/more 1nterest1n
for the chlldreﬁ and is more effective for ledrnlng +han.devotin one week "eolprsh
and' trying to teach everyone all colors in a short period of ti e. ’bolors are tflked
about all year. As children master specific color concepts, ngw
red and yellow in the fall and eventually pastels in the'spr' g.
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To 'start i:'ha':nking o _themes,: ask yours;alf'

-

‘hat are children of-this {ége/i}iterested in?t

14

|
/ !
/ I

ihat aye the interests of the children in my group?
interest? ‘ -

’

T

!

/ ) ] . . ST

What can be ex
possible? ¢

1

Tri¢ Yeuzy Before School, Todd % Heffernan. pe 35-44
Prgschool Learning & Teaching, Landreth ’

'

- 5az

-

ored in the environment nehr my center?

¢

Which materidls absorb their,
r’

-

‘ What field trips are

A}

9

<

Ses Contemporary Preschol Edfxication, Hoore & Kilmer; p. 27-34




For e«xem};le, ¥r. Smith's Fruit and Vegetable "' arket is near thl center,,

“"ice 1 enJoy ezting, and chlldren engoy eatmg, and the market is.clos

to walk to *I think of as many ideas as poss'ible. Beginning with a irip to the,
f.orket: . : L . , |
Walk to Mr. Smith's Frutt and Vegetable Market

. . talk about fruits and vegetableS‘.colors, names, sizes; °

irip; to make a. storyobaok;

In the Cldssroom' . . '

build -a ¥zrket with large blocks for sociodrama@ic play,

real money and fruits and vegetadles; roles of clerks

customers; ‘

oi‘ the i‘ru:Lt - skin seeds;

grapeS° ! .

' keep se@ds after cooking: plant seeds.
(and 50 i‘orth...) ‘ N




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

'

Choose a ihe.r.r'ae{fi‘rom your ideas on pages 5 & 6.

. A - = -

2, .

In’ ﬂ;e space bélox};,

write &s rr;any ideas’as you can~for .activities which would relate to that theme.
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B. Guides for planrning of curriculum & activities* SR %

After stating my goals znd thmkmg of as Rany 1dcas as po'$>51b1e i‘or a tﬁeme, ’
I am ready to plan i'orfa §er1es of act1v1t1es. From the many 1deas, I chopse
only the zctivi 1€s which bes;b, fit with the goals and objectives, and fhe devel'ép:- N B
‘mental’ leyelgz the children. T plan §pe§i.i:i.c objactives’and activities, keeping

g'mr/nz.ﬁd' , ’ . e
. < . - T

1. There are three levels of rcpresentaftlon' ) . A

a. Real things and eAperl&nces- a real apple: eating it, ° K e
tasting,it,- Jnellmg it, with juice dripping down the chin.

Ay - b. Picture of a real thing: a picture of~an apple. )
y 0 E

»

2 c. Word or symbol for the real thing: the word "apple." . b

'Children must have many experiernces with real things before picturés or words
will have apv meaning jo them, - - -

2. Young children learn by touchmg, tastmg, i‘eellng, smellmg, llstem_ng
to Teal things and ‘events. PR

3. Young children learn by ‘acting on thmgs, handl:mg things and doing things
, for themSelves. ,
By ~

L. Young children lear'n by repeatmg actlvltles for a sense oi‘ mastery.

__,_ ,..
t
. s
v‘&"‘.d::"
A h\"‘r .

’ Y. C o

"'}, 5. Young ‘children learn by explormg and bemg curious about new, novel "
“ materlals and experiences. . .

- . "6, Young children develop confidence by makmg cho:.cesl “taking J.nltlatlve
.LOI' their activities, and® experiencing the consequences of their activity. *

", 7. Young children learn 311 the tine, -

S
2

- -

‘3 ." . 1]
" _To review other aspects of how children learn, refexr to: .

’ - L3

o o Cathai{Me Landreth, Preschool Learning & Teaching, Harpéérf?c Row .

s

Lois Murl;hy' & E. Leeper, Conditjons -for Learnin}; HEW ) , .

PO . . R R

Dally Schedu.le »for’ ways to balance all the aC‘bIV?LtleS
. which take place d ing each day. ‘ ‘ ,

e




C."Plenninjlfor _group apd for inde'pendént'activities’ )
then we plan for group and for mdependent act1v1t1es, ve think about: .

- the roIe of the teacner. what we w111 say and doj;
- ihe role of the Chlld‘ what we expect children to say -and do;
! - the matemals and envirorffent: - B '

Teachers i‘uli‘111 thelr role in tho ways:
- by~ plannlng and preparlng the environment before. chlldren arriye,

~

/*

9

- by interactmg with chlldren 1n the classroom.
’ ' S oo . -

Pl

S .

. Plr.:nnlng for a group athVluy‘ and i‘or mdependent act1v1t1es are descr:.bed
on the i‘ollow:.rg pagesa i

-

’
O

@ patfer‘ns of teacher behslw:Lor in mteractlon w1th chlldren are d1scussed

r

.

v . j.n Parv IIO . .
L . . s f. S . - . _' .

» i
¢ L

N 1. Writing a lesson plan for a group actlv:L’gx.
Thé plannlng forms on pages 10~14 will help you to take into cons1derat10n/

all the elements which’ go intd plamning i‘or one actlnty or for one part~oi‘ th@“
Pages 10 & 11 should be filled out bei‘ore you carry out the activit;
12 (evaluatlon) should be filltd out as soon afterward as posszblé.

day.
Pa_ge ’

-

Y, Thrn t® page 15 for an exp%anatlon of each sectlon. . - '
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Other ‘considerations in p‘i anning

’\
Staff: Who does what? How w1ll yon share planning w1ﬂ1 others on $taff?
..‘hat input will others have? /

»?

ome{CeEter' Can you use parents ‘bo assist? Are thete children who can
use_individual help? How and when will.you canta¢t parents for

: progect"’ Are there parents with speclal talents or knowledge who
. could contrlbute (Portuguese language, cookm,g, oeﬂmg, etcl)? .

LIS I
~

" g

- .
.. .- N

Tim¢ allowed: How have you planne& for children who finish at dli‘i‘erent
times? lhat extra have you planned (book, record, song, game, etc.)

.. if-activity does not. take up all of the tlme allowed.s - _ '
. s/
~ ’ ' |
- -\\' A) -
Time of dax ¥1ill children have had a ’qulet or active period before thls‘?
. e Have you considered differences in children's aleriness if 1t is
P : momlng or ai‘ternoon'? . . *

2

Indlvidual strength: How will you plan for each ¢hild's needs, strengths,
or special interests? How will you | have ‘children do as much as
they can for themselves? What - plans should be made for
handicapped ch11dren'7 > )

\‘; s l 14
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. '
*

. ’ ' ) Evaluation of ar Activity

Answer the questions after the activity, and include other ways you could
have done each part: ’ . .

. . e - . . -
1. Transitions: A . .
?t‘ziet and smooth? Children knew exactly what to expect?’ -

L 4

- ~

. Froblems & possible charges:

. : s

.- . ’ . .
2..0bjectives:
- Describe the response of the children, to see if the objectives‘ma”cched .
thevchildren's level of manageable difficulty (not too hard or too easy):
) ~ . | ' -
PRI T2
¥,

Y >
-
- *

" *Describe how. you provided for indiviau'al differences in ability: .

-~ -

3. Activity: , ‘ ,
Introduce activify so children were interested?
[ ’ ’ e - - . . e

’

-

k Standards set for behavior?
. , ‘

N




. Pacing of activity:
spend enough time introducing the actlvrhy'>

-

-activity move fast enough to maintain interest?

.
. ~.

t .
LS ) .

~ . . ‘ -

end the acl:tivity while interest was still at a h'igh level? ,

.end the'activity if there was iittle response?

rs

Did you consider in plannlng .
> time of day? “
o ’ - ' “Q’ . - s

.

unusual circumstances, su¢h as change in weather? visitors? Holidays? "~

~ -

-

L. Materials, equi}‘)meng space: .
Did you try the materials before the activity?

e -~
o >

Vlere the materialé_appropriate for the ohjectives?

.
.
[l

for the abilities of the c.hildren?'

-

[

Migflt-’&h?are be a better choice of materials? .

. . s -
Children understood what to do with materials? .
. C e - &

“

> 2,
. @

Variety of materials ’oo allow for differences in children's abilities?




.
.

»

. <

v

RpBusier: '

Was the buffer activity used?

Didc thé arrangement of the room and the materials

Would a diffeéfend arrangement work

work well for the activity?

b‘qjc..joer? -
|- A

bA

*
e

Why?

’.

6. Did you enjoy the activity?

.
.

4 .

[

'

‘ -

2
N

]
-

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Wnat was the children's response?

Did the children enjoy the activity?

-
AN

.
. -




The TEANSITION into an activity should be planned. For example, if the
children are to join the gruup from md@pcndf-nt c.Ct:Lv:.tles, you can maglne
" that sone_ childred will have to. v1s1t awhile until everyone is ’ooge‘ther. What
-rll,l the ch:.ldren do nn11e~they ﬂal‘tﬁ 1f you can sing an action song or do
f"nger plays, you. can prevent problems from developmg with wiggley arms 'and
fidgeting -legs. If the wzitlng becomes t00 long, you may have ’oo change your
schedule znd not plan group meetings after independent play.

- The transitions should helgf excited children to calm down and,.to be ready
to 1listen. For example, if you have been outdoors and children come running in,
you czn ule a _(I.re’ry ’quiet voice and slowly pantomime where, you want the childr:an
to . go™or to sik. ' .

if you do phot plan the trax snzon, you may 1md individusl children lost

before you begiin ‘the® activity or f‘lnd yourself with children zrxious because _“

.

they are urigértain what is hzppenirn irg. .
rne trans:.tlon afier the actlvl’qr should, also be »:ell plarned. Children should

know exactly whcré thcy drezm g and what they should expect to do. .
[Review Module 2, Raily hedule and rélated readlngs for help in carrying

out iransitions.] - - . . >

The OBJECTIVES are specific skills or attitudes that you want _childrsn to ~
learn from an activi\{i'. While goals are usualiy general s’catemen‘i:s, ob.jectivés .
for an activity must be specific. For example, . Q '

"to develop ability- to tise langbage as a means of commmnication" is a gg__

. A spec1i‘1c Ob]&(:tl’le would be: ’c,o descrlbe how walnuts,. p%.nﬁts, almonds,
‘ . .and pecans fzel and uaste, how ’oo crack the nuts, and‘ which are the favorites.

%

"to dswelop cognitive gkllls" is a goa
A specific objective would be: ’oo sort dli‘i‘erent klnds of nuts: walnu'hs, peanuts,

almonds, and pecans. . .
4 ! 4
. ObJectlves snould be stated” so that you'can tell whether the childf!‘equ achieved.

~ For emmple. to sort muts according to size or k:.nd.
You can see wnlgh chlldren were able to sort and which ones could notw«

sorting, if tha’c iswhat you consider :unpartant at this time. Hcwever, it is not

po.,sxble to tell whether- a child has achleved an objective o learn or to know

or'to undsrévtand. - L . '_' . . .

XY ’ . .

“This will also help you to plan an activity that allows, ehildren to spend time .

2
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How to Use Module One S

Module One is concemed with the preschool environment, compeﬁénciesz
A.l. % organize space into fum¢tional arsas recogni:;able by'th; children,'
. 9 e.g;, block building, library, drematic play;
" y2. 4o matntain, a planned arvengement for furniture, equipment and nateriale,
for largs and small motor siills learning,“and for play materials that :La
. mderatandable to' the children; . o e
A.3.' %0 orga.nize the classroom s0 that i‘E f‘“ posaible for the children to be

responaible for care of belon@.nge and materials,

_ 3 S
I ]
. . Hodule One haa two parts. The blue pages are for asssssment of the

candidate by the trainer or for solf-aaaessment, The yellow pages are for
training the candidate, ’

‘The tra:!ner will use.the bluo pages to. asseu how well the room is

- ﬁmctioning. If the assessment shows wesknesges, t,he yel‘.'.ow pages of train-
ing -actdvities will be used to heip the candidate develop compe‘bencen

a

' “
é . . . - -
. - .7

- T ¢ ' . K




S ’
How to Iféﬂ}the{Bq.ue Assesement Pages

’ K
LI * . %
.

L The trainer should be experienced in writing observations. and in obaerving . /
! .
preschool environments. It is 'suggested that ‘the trainer resd through the yellow
pages as well,- '

. -
" v

" If the candidate has had experience and responsibility for the room environ-

ment, the trainer will ugé* the assessment to determine competency. 'I‘he candidate

" may want’ to observe as a self—assessment. If there are areas of weakness, the
~

yellow tra:!.ning pages ceh be used to help the candidate develcp’ competence.

I the candidate -has not-had the *esponsibility for the room environment’

the asaesement should not be given wntil after he is traﬂ.ned. The candidate will _
be trained using the ye]_low pages. . ' T '

“

How well does the room i‘unction?

-

The tra..ner should obsenre each activity area on two different ;@;ﬂ

should take about a half hour to observe all of the areas. The trainer should
observe on a day when there is enough staff to respond to the needs of the c171

dren. She should not try to supervise children and ‘observe. at the same time
The trainer should observe how the children use each activitx area. - . Use one

‘ obser'vation form (sample on page 4) for each.area. For each activity area write

o, s

down: . . oo

How many children are using the area? , '
How do they find materials? ' C ' -

{clearly see materials and take what they need? dig around in a box?
' i
agk teacher?) S

“ L4
LR 4 . .
-~ . -/ ’

A\Y
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.

‘How do they use the materials?
(exploring? random man:l.;flat@n? purposefiﬂ. construction - describe
what' they. make) ‘ ..

What do they*ﬁo’ézt ‘Ehey ¢amnot find materials?

L

Y

materials? :t.ask too difficult - or too etsy - f?i‘ ¢hild?)

When do t&ey ask for the teacher's help?

(when they cantiot succeed? when they have problems with other
CET R N
A . children? _when t.he'y cannot £ind pieces?)

K

" How are the materials put away? ‘
. B! . ’ :
{child puts them away on his own? teacher suggests they clean up?

tedcher cleans up after school?) ' .

-
-

FR/CDA 1;;74 -
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mnba:‘.:" £ children / ’

how do they find materialss .

A § 2

B £ -
. . . -

how do they use"msterials: : T

.

what problems do thes; haves . . -

” - =
’

€ v’

" when is the teacher called: i . /

* o , . J

how is the area cleaned up: . ) SR N




i

- .. How to Evaluate the Observations .

»
- « 2-

T 1f ‘bhe classroom arrangement is successful,
-~ children will understand the limits for each area.
" _= children will be able to find materials eas:Lly on their own and to
. finigh tasks. ‘
-~ children will usually be able to find something they like to do, there
‘will be a variety of materials. ) .
' - children will appear mterested and absorbed in the tasks they have chHosen.
e the teaéher wilt'be able to see what the children are doing and prevent
p::oblems.‘
-~ children will return ma‘berials whe;e they belong.
It the classroom is not ﬁmctiot:ing well, ' . .
~ children may look confused, or n:ay wander and stare. |
- children pay spend only a few minutes in each ares. s "
- children mey be mis-using materials. ' ' : : .
- children may be njnning and yelling. )
* . = children may be ﬁ,ghting or arguing over materials.
- children may be calling. for the teacher's help every few minutes.
- ch:L'Ldren -may not become :mvolved with materisls.
- children may be runnmg or walk:mg ’c.hrough another's work.

- ch:gdren may avoir‘ bne area' no one chooses to use it.

- the general noise level may be very aoud. . oy

¥
3

- the teacher may spend most of her timz mth manggément problems; he may

. be drawn from area.to arca as_a p1oblem oceurs.
- materials and furniture may be inc mplele or broken.
-~ children may not be able to £ind w it they need.

RO - | FR/CDA 11Tk
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- = there may not be enough variety of things to do.
* =« there magy be safety hazards - materials broke;x or left as obstacles.

o .

- children xnay not understand the limits for en area.

.
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- . . .
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R, . How to Sumarize the.ﬁssessézmz.
. ) A ‘

-
a3

¢ . .

'metrainerandcandidateahouldwritebalowhsmmaryfmmthe Lo

. >
.
-

observations. List the areas which seem to be ﬁmctioning well. Then describa

the problem areas and some possible changes.

[ Y
“basis for training. : ‘ '
P 0 L4 -
.
. : 7 o’ ’ :
2 ¥ -
L2 i ,
C e - K ) ' !
- [ . -~ N ¢
. . . . ) ) '
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y How 't Use. the Yellow Training Pages

- The yeilow‘trainf:ng pages’ include @Wm arrangement and about
each activity ared-of the room. Each activity area beginia a brief statement’ ‘ )
of what the child can learn from the materials. . " and ":;hm refer 7
t &ll young children, ' ' '
An outline is used for the “quest_.’w\ns for most activity areas: ' .
1. "Invi:ting use" focuses on how well the area is c'orga;nize'd as part of the room.
2, "Storing materials for use" focuses on storage shelves and displsy for the |
area. | _
3. "sing the area" foqwaea on the limits for the area. I.dmi:bs‘_ define what is
expected of the éhild;en when they work in an area. Limits are agreed on by
all the staff. Limits define how the materials aré to be safely used, how
many children may work together in an area, who will cleari u;, what behavior
ig expected, and the cohsequences for not following these eu:pectations.
Limits are explained to the children when materials are first introduced.
k. "Aft*if uge focuses on what happmls o paintings, conatructions, or designs
that the children make, L ' -
Questinna Followed by 4 space_____ should_be answered "yes" or "no" baged
'od the room arrangement. If there are "no® answers, -l-,his ds a clue ghat changes ~
should be made. It is assumed that a uell ftmctioning ‘room would get "yes" S
. answers,- ' _ ' . S ' . . A
.‘« If the candidate has not had responsibllity for sett.’;.ng up a room, the yellow
training pages can be used. The candidate can.learmn to set-up one area at a time,

L4

. using the yellow pages as a guide,

~— . ’




.
)

If the Eandidété is as;sesse;d and shows: specific weah'lesseg, spec?.‘v‘.'icgh ’
sections of "the yellow training pages can be used. For example, if the children
have problems working with the blocks, the yellow training pages on blocks can
be used. " - .' - . .

,’l‘he candidate and the trainer should make a plan for trai‘z.zi.ng‘.‘ It can be
written on the "Planning Form for Iraining" on the next page.
’;" x> %‘S& ’ he

o .

&z 'Y
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Preschool Ehv:i.ronmeu‘_h

~ The preschool envimnmmt must be planned to encourage learning and
behavior which helps children develop. They wi‘l.l take clues from the way the
room is organized and learn what the teacher thinks is important, If materials
are stored anywhere they can be stuffed, children Bay learnythat caring for
materisls is oot useful, If the tables are sticky from paste and yesterday's
peach syrup, children may learn that cleaning up after working is not necessary.

The teacher can make his goals succeed, He must know what he wants children
to be aom;. He must evaluate how well he is organizing and managing the room
to help his goals succeed., For children to bfa .independ;nt, materials must be
comiplete and clear]y'ﬁispléyed at the child's le¥el. For children to be respon-
"sible, time nm.st be given to encourage them to put away ma‘berials, and aponges ,
and brooms ’chey can handle must be given to help them clean up their spille. For
children to be curious and to explore, the environment must be stimulating -

' materisls and experiences mmst bé changed. For qhﬂdren to develop self confidence,
materials must be complete and availsble 8o they can finish taaka For children to-
make choices, there umst be a variety of experiences ’oo chooee ﬁ'om.

In the space below, write exactly what you would like th? chi‘l.dren to be doing,

£

your goals: '

FR/CDA 1174
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Room Arrangement

The preschool environment should be organized so the ymmglchild will feel
comfortable and gecure. He wi.ll learn to be independent if he can- get materials
by himself He can finish tasks if the materials have all the parts and are
. mrking He can leam to sort similar things if there is a place or container
" for them. He w:LlJ. develop figure-ground discrimination and focus his attention
* if materials are clearly placed on shelves,

1. Draw a floor plan on the next page and shows
’ a, Where are the paths for walk:.ng to and from activity areas”
P. Show each clearly deﬁned activity area,
c. Where are the quiet work areas and areas for privacy”r
d. Where are the large motor and noisy activity areas’>
2. If the room is large, describe how the space is broken to prevent rumning and .
. ﬁoise, and to create intimate corners so children can get inmlved with materials:

*

’ =
3. If the room is éma.'l.l, describe how space is used to create some openness and

‘

how storage is well planned to- prevent clutter:

~
.
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.
sxd

L.

d

"v"g!' ¢ [

"y

3. : .
Bow 1s each area protected from rumning children?
v .

-

5. 1If the teacher canmot Bee the corners of the room, how does he supervise them?

.6. Describe when the room is re-arranged and why:

-

v

7. Describe the d&ffprmt kdnds of things there are to do - a variety of active,

quiet, group, and individual activities:

[}




e .
. e - ' -

Ve

8. There should be at least 2-3 play spaces for each child so there is enéﬁ@
variety to make choices. Figm*e out the number of play spaces for each child
below. : Read the example first, ‘ B '

a. Examples.
3

. ‘ number of children -that can comfortably
activity areas: . work together in area:
blocks . I
art. _ 6
manipulative . L
. sensory materials 3
gand - 3
2
5
L
2

water ) _
dramatic role play i '
book corner ! a '
woodworking )

T total play spaces “in the room

Divide the total number of play spaces by the number of
children (11) in the room:

~ .. 11,3% i

Thetre are 3 play spaces for each child in this room exémplé.

b. Flgure out. how many play spaces for each child in your rooms

activity areas mnnber of children g ) '
3. ] |
-3
+

7 total play spacea:i:n the room
L] . . ] . .'

' How many play -Spaces are there for' each child?

O
D
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Atmosphere
\ A1 the parts of a preschool ,Toom, seen and experienced together, create
an atmosphere. Try to "step back™ and lobk at the whole room. Is it simple
and attractive? Does it focus your at'bention‘? Does it change from time to
time? Describe below how each part of the room has simﬁric%%f, has focus, and

.

when ‘bhere is change. - -

1. Color of the walls, curtains,-rugs, furniture: .o
a. What are the one or two complementary colors for simplicity?

-

b. What color holds your attention? s, - /
c. When are the colotrs changed? s
B L) (l
2, Arrangement of furniture and materials:
+ & Are the materials and furniture arranged in a clear simple way?
. . -, ‘ ——
b. Which materials and furniture focus your attention?
c. When are the materials ‘and furniture changed? g v b ‘
3. Wall decorations and displays of children's arbs , ' <
a. Are the displays simple and peat, with complementary mats as a.
backgmund.? ) . . —— /
b. Which displays focus your attention?
' ¢. When are displays changed? - e ' T :

\ , 37 L moauem -




: Y-
B . 4 . J'r
. : / . )
L. Materials for-softness and texture (pillows, flowers, plants, sofa)s
a. Dederibe the simple materials for softness and fexture:

/7 B

-
.

.Sn'g

- b. Which of these focus your attention:

c. When are these materials changed?

1

5. Beautiful things

a. Describe the simple beautiful thingss

H
.
»
[N

.4 -

b. Which beautiful things focus your attention?

' {

. L . * ’/
C. When are the beautiful things changed? :
/ - 1
- “
LY H
L]
P ) o
N\ .
- v 2 . -
;ﬁ, Naos ' ‘s
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Storage Yo ' ‘°—'-¢, . . - -
) L . » LS )
1. Describe how materials are stored: o o ... |
8. near each activity and easy for children to get 'y themselves: ‘.
b. easy to see in cbnt'é'iners or, separated by’ spaces on shelves:
“s 2, Describe how materials not in current use are stored: . e
“-‘—-"—. .
. . ) . .
3. List the. teacher supplies stored out of the children's reach or sight: T
4. Describe the symbol used for each child's cubby for his coat and treasure -,

box for his personal treasu.res (for three year olds, a large 3" picture; for
four year olds, a color and shape, for five year olds, each name printed at
least 2" high, colorful and neat) ) -

.
v

.

5«. Describe the system for storing cots and blankets so that it is easy for )
the teacher to find a child's sets '

I
- .




[ &3
-

~
1

S P - Maintaining the Room . _

< e
t . - ‘. .
1. Describe-how each area- oi‘ the room is cleaned up each day ° ’ .
(this may be part of the lim:.ts you descr:.f:e for each area on pages 21-32 ) Q_ .
Py el ’ . " :94"* . «
. - . P ﬂ"r'\ - _J;"’j } .
2. ‘Describe wh&t the child.ren are expected to. do to help clean lables and ﬂoors
and put materials aways, : I _
3. Describe what the teacher is expected to clesn at thé end of the day: -
X . ’ o .. ]
ks Deseribe what the custodian is expec’ééa_' to dos R .
5 D’é“scﬁ.be what is done to prevent fl:.es, roaches, ants, dirt, .and smellsw ~
especi,ially if there are anma.ls ar cooking in the room: S 3 T
‘. / T, T )
o ,."x. '. . T . v N
6. Descri'be how the staff keeps track di‘ broken mater:.als and what is done
with them: o o I
» 'r : . £H . . vy \ R * P
B - , Loty .
w ! e ’ - . s
1 ’“‘
. T "FR/CDA: 1174
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] Ov:rbdqors'
_ ; or .
/ - . Largs Muscle Activity Room
,}Tff'é young .child expresses her. great, energy in l_ar'ge.mto[ activity.
A Outdoor experiences deivelop'-’ s.peciﬁc akills, ,bala'nc_g, and, coordigzgti’.on throug{x _
_* tunnng, jm}king, crau]:;i.t;g',‘; climbing, throwing, hcﬂg. Large motor acitivity
contributes to a senge of body imagery and to self confidence.” She can Best |
demJ‘Jp these skills when given a variety bf'large l-notor ex;'aeri'ex;ges.. o
1, .Inqit;i_ng. Use: \ e ‘ I /

. a, Is there.enough’ B'Abe between equipment and activities
; « « ° 8o children®will not rm or slide into each other?

. ‘~" P .
b. Cen the teadhér see all‘parts of ‘the area so she can
‘_ » prevent accidents? . . .

. ¢.\If thefe is an outdosr play yard, fs the yard' fehced
© .4in to profect the children from the street?
' s, ’ .. - . hd
E%, . d¢ Ligt the differen} kinds of things“to do, the different >
. activities.a le: : : ’ . )

..o e .
- = e List the equipment which has onme use (tricycles, swings, \
. rocking board,. Jungle gym): - , . .
I ’ . ) o . s , ’ 3 - . )

Tk, .
SRR >

% List 'i:.he equifment which could be tsed in many different
- Ways (l)mards and ‘boxes, sand and water, small and large
blocks): - - R .

* e

[AY

¥

- o’ . . . L s

- .
- v L . ’




2, §to'ring ﬁ:éterials for use: . !

. 8., Degeribe the system for storing the outdoor equipment to protect
it from the weather: ’ : ‘

'y

3. Using the outdoor equipment or la.rge nm.scle -rooms :
v ’ T
" 8. Describe the l:imits- . \ Cs
. [
, 6 - * . .
- . N~
. ‘ 1S
. . » ' »
/ - ) ’
- L
* 3
. v ‘
L]
. : \ .
- r
\ .
L] - , ’
L]
\_ .
: ‘ L g
Ay Y —_— .
‘e ° i I-,, , ~
P » 'S “%ﬁ;& it
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Block Cormer ' . 5 s
4 ) . .

The young child explores si)ace and solves perceptn.é:_t problenas while working
with blocks. Bnilding with blocks develops eye-hand ¢oordination, ﬁ.ne nuscle
control, balancing concepts, arid form ma'bching. Thé construct:.ons ref.l.ect t.he
chﬁ.d's understanding of the form and function of buildlngs she *has known. ‘Hhen |
the construction is ‘completed, she feels a sense of mastery. She'can best solve

perceptual and space problems when the materials are well organized and there is
adequate roon for bu:lld.ing. ' : * . _’

1, I_nvitinguse', ' T

. fre there paths and barriers around the area so ’ ’
build;‘ngs will not be ‘accidentally knocked-down?

b, Is the floor flat and hard so blocks will stend up?

¢. Is there eanough space so each child can crawl around . o
her building while worldng" )

.

. ;. o
Storing materialg for use: B '

a, Are the blocks stored lengthnse to show their size? CS L -
“b. Are the heaviest and longest blocks on ’c.he bot'bom
shelves? )

i

Co .Are there construction paper shapes on each shel:f.‘ go . - - T -
blocks are stored. by shape? -

d; List the various materials (animals, people, small o R ) i
cars.and furniture) for extending chlldren's play e L
and the date introduced- Y . ol C T

e. Are there separate containers for each of these materlals
with a key picture on the side?

LA

. P

P , . . .
- 3 43 - o R/ in,




L4

\ A N
3. . Using the block corners: — . '
a. Describe the limits: ' : ’ . : *
~— f . g - .
'é‘ - -
) b. Who,cleans up sach ddy- the children who build? the teacher?
' other childpen? N
- < . .
. ¢. Describe what happens to Teft over blocks on the floor which wer® . 5
not part of a building: . _ , -
EY ‘ ’ h :’ -
. 4 ,’- - -
4 : ,'} i -
: ;'/’?— - L ‘ . ,
W, - :
o gy 2 . R
L TR .
,::{ 5 ‘7,‘?? ', E . .

st L,
" "e’:’:.;;;(’;:’.'l i s
. S g ’ﬁ ’y #é‘?‘"
S A Descﬂ.’be'ttf steif 15

." .

St =
) for several daysz,‘ TR ..

* ) . [ L

K e " ‘r:':’ ," ! ' t 3
_ .- ’ T g - .
. . A K . Ol
[ i .
Pad 4, . L : " 5 i
o ’?'.' . B - Yo hd »
! ) . - 5
» < Sa ~ . ? C R . °
o L]
. ,
» . . .
4 .
= -
- * . .
. .
: . - -
. L y hd .
s P 4: 4 ' .
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¢ Hanipzﬂative Materisls —
such as bea;da cubes, puzrles, parquetry blocka, lego, ar;d cylinder blocks

-
L]

The young child devalops specﬁic“ﬁne'mle and visusl diseriminstion
~ sk3lls fron work with manipulative materials, Eys-hand and, fine mscle
coordinatinn ars developed as well as visual discrimdnation of size, ahape,

color, space and !:!.gure—gmm relationships. He can bast develop thase o

P-4
’

sidllawhmmata:dalaarechangedfmmtimetotimtogj.vahimnwchanmgea.

1, Inviting use: . - co - :

‘8, Is there table or ficor space next to the storage ghelves ®0
children cen easily use the materials? _

b. Are. containers (oid cans or boxes) covered.with one bright
color of contact paper, with 8 picture of the mterial
_inside? }

C. Iathmapacnonﬂzeahoim tormhmatérialaoboxea
are not piled on top of each .other?

Y

2," Storing materials for uses o ‘ SR
s Is thmaspocialpmefor stoﬁngeachma‘berial
80 the choices can be clearly seen? , - : -, ‘
b. Is eachmater:tal stored so the chi‘l.d can aeeuhat
is in the box, with a key picture on the aideorclear .
plastic conted.n , PSS
vy
C. Are scigsors s'wred in a cISx;tainer with a slot tor each
i d. Does .tach puzzie have its own letter or number mrked
~—" on the back of its pleces? .
bd P
r »
45
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L3

- 3/ Using manipulative nia'terials:
- aHave' you Yourself tried to solve every
puzzle and building toy before introducing
—them to the children to insure success for the child?

b. Deseribe the 1in’1i.'ts:'

JAEkS

U By

c. Describe the system for changing the materials so
/;‘hjmrm have new, challenges:

— ’ . ’ t'. .

. - k 3 . . %’:‘-

N ~

N

L. After use:

Y

“.a.’Describe the system for displaying a child's design or
"\, construction for several days:

A .
-

~

. ‘ ' . FR/CDA 1174




Sehsory Materials and Science ' . .

‘I‘he‘you'r_xg ch}.ld lea'ms by tou‘ching, tasting, smell;’mg, hearing, and
seeing.‘ She experiences the worid with all og" her )e'nses. .'l’r‘l‘e young
child's cﬁriosity' can be stimilated by focusing attention on things around
her and contindally presenting new. ma’oé_.rials. -

» -«
-

In the spaces below, giescr'ibe the material and the date introduced.
' ( Date

Touc '
as feeling box, flannel board)

suc

adte : :
such as sweet, salty, sour foods) .

. - N

oy tay

3

g

ell

Seein .. ‘ e :
(using a magnifying glass) . .

-
. B -

~/

4%
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‘.

Sand. Water.
\ ' /
" The young child develops sensory awareness when working with sand and
2 o .
with water. Sand and water are ever-changing and ever-new, The child ex- .

plores sand@eand water and is surprised and .delighted with what she can do.,
" Sand allowg'creat.ive and imaginery play. Water can be soothing and calming,

»

L3

1. Inviting use: : )

»
+4

a. Are the 'sand table and the water table put ‘in'a quiet area
+  away from paths? . )

b. Is the floor easy to clean? ' ’,

c. Is the water table near the faucet or sink?

T

d. Are the smocks hung near the water table?

@ Is the water table used only for water play (there’
is a separate dish of water for cleaning lunch or
art tables)? . - -

-
2. Storing materials for-use:

a. Describe the materiais to use with sand (scoops, sieves, spooné,
pie plates): o

¥

1
*

2

» )
b. Describe the materials to use with water (hoses, furnels, }
watering -cans, pails sieves, g¢ups): T

v - - N
Va

» . ‘e

- ] ! )
c. Is a broom and dust 'pan nea¥ the sand table for spills?
4. Is a mop and sponge near the water table for spills?

-

»

P
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. 29
3. TUsing sand and water:
8. Describe the limits for the sand ,table:'
[
" b.’ Deseribe the limits for the water tables
L. After use: A
a. Describe the system for changing the water often: . ‘
et N
’ ‘. . : N .
. “} 4" 9 N
- , S : o ' FR/CDA 11-
. S Jeok 1124
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Art Area

' The young child expresses his thoughts and feelings through working ,ﬁith
art materials, These expressions are very personal. The product reflects his
reactions to his exber_iences but the making of the object, the "process", is
even more mmmt"m._ He can best express himself when thqe materials are
v(el; organized, availsble, and allow i‘re_edom of choice,

. BN

a. Is the art-area in a qu:}et part of .the room?

i. Inviting use:

b. Is there.good light from a window or electric light?

C. ‘Are there paths and barriers around the area so
children are not bumped while working? .
2. Storing materials for use: -

o - 8. Describe how each art material is stored so children
can see clearly what is available: . '

o
14
b, List ﬁlaterials:which children can get on their own: s
A 9 ,,("
. a
~ -
¢. List materials which Aée out of reach and require teacher's helps ,
“ . '\ , , ’ » ;{\4&:; .
‘ 50 . ’”,. g . . I
i A X . *-
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o ,
3. Using the art area: . . -
e
‘a, Describe the limits: - : S ’
-~ i

I
’ h - ?

b. Are the smocks hung on indiﬁ.dual pegé at the child's lewel?

C. Is there a'sink nearby or a pa:l.l of clean water? ' .
d. Describeé the method for cleaning up: .
be After use: - o f e
a. Describe ‘how paintings are hwng to dry: i - '
b. Is thape 2 Protected shelf to display constructions?’ "T .
c. Is there a tagboard portfolio for each child for the .
work he wants to save? R

d. Is there a display area at eye level for each child -
such as a mat (colored construction paper background)
for each painting and the child's name neatly written in
letters 2-3" high? o

e. Describe what is done with the work ‘the child does not
+ . choose for his portfolios

13
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" ‘ Dramatic Role Play.

* f - . - .
.
- - ’ . - 4 . .
-

- _» The young child likes to see hinself asanadult. He likes to do what adults

/

b

do. Dramatic role play offers the opportmity to imitate adults he has known.

He can bes’c try out adult roles when there are many dlfferent, real materials.

)

1. Inviting use: - - _ . gy
a. Is there’ enough room for 5 to 6 children to share dramatic’ role
- : play? - S —
| b. Is there  full length mirror? : : -
" c. Are there paths around this area of the room so )
achjldren will rot be interrupted? |
2. Storing materisls for use: - : R
a. Are the props for each role stored together in a box"
’ b. Are- the materials displayed in an orderly way on ) -
shelves or neatly hung on pegs?
. L] 4 ~ ¢
3. Using dramatic role play materials: .
a. Describe the limits: = - ;
¢ - b. Describe the variety of role possibilities, the real )
equipment, and the date the materia15/ are introduced:
. / ' .
plumbers: . ‘ ™ ’

cook:

Y

nurse: - ’ ' ) . ' ' .

Y . . ny ¢

<
-




ERIC-

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

doctor:
fishing person:
lobster person:

police person:

'sailor:

' mechanic:

gardener:
'fam”terf
.gz-'ocerz ’
carpenter:

parent:

a

add others that are part of your program:

i

s




. Book and Coziness Corner =" : ‘ X

) {
-Although the young child learns primarily, through activity and direct
acperience with materials, he needs the. cozy experience of 1ooking at books "
undidturbed. With books he will redall real prople and animals he has seen; .

recall stories he - has heard, or imagine -stories of his own.

N
- . .- AR

CL Inviting\_uee:' o .

a. Is the book area in atquiet part of the room? . (Qw
b. Are there rocking chairs, p1.'Llows, or foém o
cushions for a comfy place t6 sit? — o\
c. Are the books displayed with their cover . . )
show:ing to- attract the children? - cos -
d. Are new books introduced each week‘> . d *
‘e In the space below, write the t:Ltles of two books S
; which best fit each category: o et
multi ethnic: ".“._ = T - : .'. ' '
g . urban: i o
. N -
rural: /
Home activitiess ~ . - o v o . : .
. ) y . ' . ] *
' school activ:.ties. : : B T “
4\" . -, . . . .. \:;':_

people working: - - o E . .

L . ‘. AY .
latest field trip topics , L ce0 .
cﬁﬂd"e own books L . ~

r . * - 4
- 04 , '
, : FR/CDA. 11~7k
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How to Use Module Two
~ Kodule Tao .is concerned with the daily achedule and tranaitions,

3

N competmoies: h ( - :

L A 4.‘boarrangethesettingtpallwforacdvemovmtaeullaa

quiet engagement; ’ ' § ]
- A7, toestablishaplanned sequenceofactiveandqtﬁ.etperioda. of
balanced indoor and outdoor activities; ’

A. 8. to provide .fcr ﬂ.exibﬂity of planned arrangementa of spa.ce and
schedule to adjust to spec.‘cal circumstances and needs- of a par-
ticular gmup of children,or mske use of special educat‘.‘.onal '
oppor’a.mities. ' ) ..

Module fwo has two parts. 'The blue pages are.for assessment of the ’

candidate by the trainer or for self-assessment. 'Ihe yallow pages are for
training the candidate,

The trainer will use the blue pages to assess how well planned 'c.be daily

schedule is and ‘how well transitions function. If the assesament shows weak-a/

’

nesses, the yellow pages of treining activities will be used to he&p the - E
candidate develop competence. . *




How to Use the Blue Assessment Pages

It the candidate has had responsibility for developing the daily (
echedule and_ experience in leading tx‘ansitions, the trainer will use the
aésesszﬁent to determine competency., If a v:.deotape recording can be made of

Uy
the transi’c.ions the candidate may want to observe the videotape as a seif-

agsessment, If theve are areas of weakness, the yellow training pages can .
ke used to help the candidate develop competence. N
. If the candidate has not had the responsibility for developing the . ’

daily schedele or expenence in leaddng traneitions, the assessment shou]d

not be given until after she is trained. The candidate will be trained using

the yellow pages. ' . \ ) .
The assessment includes two parts: (1) a suhary of.the daily schedule

by the candidate on page 3-6, and (2) the trainer's observation' of trensitions .

on page 8-11, ”
The trainer aid candidate should evaluate the daily schedule and sumarize

the strengths and weaknesses on page 7. They should . evaluate we'strengths

and weaknesses of the transitions on page 12. These summaries should i:om

the basis for the training.’ o ) .

A R e it e T




' v
3
o - ! -
1. Daily Schedule - -
| The candidate should write the daily scheule on page 4. This
'schedule chould include: each type of actiTity
" th;a time foz; the activity
-the -tran;ai;,ions : . . .
whether an activity allows for:
' quiet 6r active ‘play, or both,
individual or group play, or bo‘th,
the i:urpc;se for the a.ctivity): what children
can-learn or how they can develop.
See page 15 in the yellow pages /for an ex‘ample of a.daily schedule.
. ~N
. "o ¢ ¢
; bl .
@ 6o ' FR/CDA 4~T5. .
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* .h
Daily Schedule, written by the candidate »
time & transj.tﬁ;ns activity type of purpose for the activity:
. activity what children can leam
’ [}
’ ~
‘.’
A T~
b . .
L3
“ , FR/CDA =75 -
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- How to Evaluate the Daily Schedule

'ﬁhe daily schedule is functioning well, (
-~ children wi]l know "what comes next" during ﬂ:'ze day.
- children will appear secure, comfortable and trusting of adults.
- children will experience a balance of quiet and active, ,indoor and
- outdoor, group and individual activities.’
- children will have enough time to Finish sctivities. _
~ the needs of individual children will be met: a hungry ciﬁ_ld can have
a snack; a tired child can rest; an excited child can run outdoors; an
inse<‘:ure child c;an depend on an adult.
- children will be interested in the a;:tivities.
- children will dress themselves, serve themselves at meals, and help
_ clean up, _ ) |
o ﬁl If the >daily schedule is not i\mc‘l';ioning well, | '
| - children may not’ know "what comes next" during the day because each -
day has a different routine.

children may be restless because of too much quiet activity. -
- children may be exhausted because of too much active movement.
- children may be frustrated because there is not enough time to finish

activities.
children may be béred because the activities do not match their

abilities, or they hayl% 4o wait for an activity. _

»

- children may be tense because they must’ sit too long.
-/

. e . - FR/CDA 4175
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/ ) *sF
s 6
- children, or the teacher, ;'nay feel overwhelmed by unexpected events:
unexpected visitors, a sick’child, rain or snow storms. -
o - the teacher may be exhausted from cleaning up after the children, end
trying to dress, serve, and wash many childreq at o)ne time.
~ the needs of individual children may be del or ignored: no res.‘b
i or food for a tired or hungry child.
—
. te .
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o
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. L]
-

Summary of Assessment of the Daily Schedule -

Tne trainer and candidate should write below a summary assessment -
of the dajly schedule, using the evelustion criterda on peges 5 and 6. List
the parts of the schedule which ‘seem to be fimctioning well. Then deseribe

the pmblem areas and some possible changes. This smlnary should be used as
a basis for training. ’ LT

. A

-

S U . - FR/CDA 475 .
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2. Observing Transitions

‘The trainer should be experienced in writing observations and in
"observing transitions. It is suggested that the trainer read through the
ye].low’ pa§es as well. _ ‘

The trainer should observe on a day when there is enough ;taff to
respond. to the needs of the children. She should not try to supervise
children and observe at the seame time. :

a. When to observe: K

The trainer should obgerve using the observation forms on page 10:

the transition in morning: how do the children begin the
ties ‘

day's acti &

the transitions for two different activity times: how do the
children begin and end the activities'>

-

»~ the transitions before and after lunch.
the ti‘ansi}\}lonh{f an individual child during an activity.
b. What to observe‘

L%

For each observation of a transition, write down: ) . N
What signal does the candidate use to show :!.t is time for a change?
Describe the. children'?* re’sponse to the signal ‘

do they ignore’1t?:, _ -
%do they change actiVity" | |
do they talk about wha’c the signal means?
“rDoes the candidate clearly é}}ow or tell exactly what to do and'what‘_ ’

-

comes next?

What do most of the children do*
do .they become disorganizgd, w:cited, loud'> :
do they have to wait? are they bored, anxious, fmstra’oed"

r

- . FR/CDA 475




do they mdve purposei‘tﬂ.ly, calmly - expectant of what comes next?
do they seem to know what to do or are ’c,hey lost?”
- Describe the candidate's voice and mannér:

18 her woice calm and quiet? ' ‘ e

is she self controlled? . ‘ l. ’_ P

Describe the transitions of individua} children during an activityx '
when a child completes a task:

does he wander? )

does he know where to go?

does he need teacher direction" . ‘
C. Afber observing

After observing transitions, read the evaluation of observations on

page 11 and then s\mna.rize t.he observations on page 12, -

) b .

;0 FR/CDA 475 .
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) . , 10
_ Transition Observation Form: Activity
. ‘ Time ) to ' \& /
- GROUP TRARSTTTON: '
Signals
Children's responge to signal: - .
Candidate showe;, 'tells what to do, what comes next?
. ' oo, ’
. What most children do: v
Candidate's wice, manneri
* -
. /
’ -~ . ¢ . '
INDIVIDUAL TRANSITION DURING AN AGTIVI'I:I:«
When a child completes a task during an activity, -what does he do:
< ¥

67 - . :
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How to Evalfighe: the Observations of Trensitions
'%' . ' 'v -—

If the transitions are successfuls
‘thc candidate will knew exactly what ahe wants ‘hhe child.ren to be doing;

the ‘sindidate Will sppesr cain, qu.iet, With self contnol; ‘

the children wi.u respond to the signal for a change;

the children will Imow exactly what to do; E ) : . >
the children Will know whet vill happen next; ‘ . |
the children will appear calm, .expectant, secure; ' —

Y
L

the children will help.each other and move as a group;

‘k.he needs of individual children will be met; I

individual children will make purposeful individual transitions durin_g
activities. . - .

e o

W

-}' ¢ If the transitions are not functioning well: .. . :
v - g‘

the children may appear anxious: yelling, nm:ﬁng,wandering*

“ the children may not know what to do; ’

the children may be waitjng for some’ching to happen and become boredror .
anxious, or waiting because everyone must do the same thing at the sgme .
time; - ¥

E

the children may dot changs their activity; - : .

the children may not know how to do what is expected and appear fearful, '

»

4N

the children may be over stimulated, .

(‘
. %y

the- children may be competing with each qther for adult approva.}.

A
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, .. Smmary of dbserva‘l".ione of Transitions
.o e trainer and candidate siwﬂd'kﬁtebalouasimaryofthe -
observations of the transitions.’ Describe tranaitions which are succeuml.

. 'Ihea descttbe the difficult transitions end some possible chenges. This' ’
suumary» should be used as a basis for training -
\ 3>
- .' + F
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- éowtoﬁae the Iellowm:lnjngl’ago‘s ’
mOnllovtrainingpagaaimhdevorkahaetsfor&esi@ingadaﬂy
ochadnleindforplmningtransitions. If the candidate has not had .
respona:lbﬁ.tty for making a daily schedule or for transitions, the yellow .
'h‘aim.ngpageacanbeused, ’, S . . -
' It the candidate is aasessed and showa weaknesges in the scheduls or -
in transitions, the candidate and the trainer should make a plan for 'bra.ining.

The sumaries of the assessment of the schedyle and of the transitions should
bs referred to in writing the ?lmﬁé Form for Training® on tl_wvgaxtja_g'e. 5 o

k :\ . ., ‘ )
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Daily Schedule

-

Da.ﬁy achedule is the routine pat‘bam of activities which is followed

everydn* A chﬂdfe@hs seqmandcomzorbabieﬁhenfﬁ“dﬁly_mﬁﬁhele

pa‘ed:lctabl(.e'. Holﬁcestolmowuhatnextwﬂlhappen He gets a great deal . =

of pleasurs from anticipating favori'bg sctivitien, With the repstition ea&haﬂf

day hé':‘igams.fp cownt on things happening, He ledms to trust sdults when '
they are relisble and ciependable: “She said we would eaﬂ lufich grid we'ddd,” o -
The' development of trust and ‘feelings of aec_,;mty are especislly importent

to help a child desl with wmexpected events. '

An example of pa=t of a daily schedule is Pollowed by worksheets to

develop a daily schedule end to impletient a“schedifle. ' LT
1. An example of part of a daily schedules ST _
, time & . activity type of . purpose for the activity:

trangition . - ﬁctiﬁg . what children can leam ‘
8:30-9:00 bfeskfast .. quiet; ~  health & mitrition hebits.

: , ' group social: sharing, talking, -

R ‘ . f self confidence: making decisions

R gbout food; serving self,

transitfon  ‘brysh teeth - S .

9:00-10:15 ° . 4indoor  quietror skill develo;ment' ‘lenguage,
) choice active; -« perception, motor, cognitive, .
. group or - social & emotionals- social problem .

, .. individual solving, sense of mastery choosing &
completing tasks; self relisnce: mak-
- ’ .decisigns, find materials by onesel f,

’.. -~

'l;ransition ) , cieanup oo e 4o . o /"'

o e S [
10:15-10+30 juice _ group; . socigli sharing reﬂe]ﬁtﬁ;ns on
) TN guiet morning ‘woilk. |

transitions

' . . i L - e { . o : . ' 3 ; v -’
transition - individnal . . ‘ ‘ - / ' -
. for outdoors . - ST

¥Leseon plins and Weakly schedule usuaily refer to speciﬁc curriculum plans .
fitting into the daily schedule, _ UL
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mmmmmmtmemmmmamm- .
-of chlldre. Bovoldmmchﬂdren? Hhatamtheirintereats? ' -
- *Mnbmmsdatbqhava torimpulucoaﬁ'ol? dempedm I
tba:.rmmmua? mtsemtobawurattenﬁonspmtorwmt
" types of activities? Howdapmdarbaretheyon adultet? Whst wre thetr .
. noﬁd&torgrossnotoractivlty? e : :

..

In the spage balo'u, describe your group of chi'!.dren:
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b. Plan for ﬂaibi.‘lity- |

LT

_- Tne order in which activities are done is more important ﬁ'zan the ,

: exact Xime at which act:.vit::.es are done. The time spent in an act:.vity
) ghould be flexible, depending o the responses of -I:he children
“ The daily schedule is a basic pattern of activities hut tmmcpected
dhanges can be expecteds Xonehould th:mk through whatyouwoulddo )
for each of these special circumstances, and what you will" say to prepare
4
the children for them: . . e oL
:Lllqeas of a child: : - 5
mothers who gome late: )
' . ) N 1[\'\) ) . )
children who arrive eg-ly: SN }1; o
visitors: ) ! )
3
"~ trips: - . ; ) - o
cameras or videotape: R o, .
@ new teacher (wlunteer, etc.): ] .
. rainy days: L L e ‘
. ’ . ’ " . - > - . '7' 1 ’ i ) .
L. < other uneacpected; changess- ' L = |
g ‘ w4 - | m/ooA ks
- ’ ! > ) e J | R | ’ ", |
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c. Plan for routines (dressing, éating, bathroom, and elean up): -
The goal for routines is to_allow children to do as mach for themselves

as they can.. Children can learn skills of independence if the adults

taki e'l:oteachhowtodoﬂﬁ.ngsontheirown..Anadﬂtshouldbe

_aveilable during routines %o help if needed. Allorw enough time for

. .childrentotrymorethanonce. i - : e B

Describe what children and adults will do for each routine belqw.

bathroom: children should to:!let, themselves, wash their own hands, i
brush their teeth. )

(-/'

dressing: children shou‘_'Ld put their own coats on, shoes, and mittens. ‘

clear away.,

‘eating: children should serve themselves, and help to set tables and '

l'

O

,cleen up: plan for clean up in your schedule. sponges, : - broom
. and dust pan should be available. children should kriow
where materials beiong‘ ; . ve Lt




. . : .' X . . ' 19 -

d. In the space, below dew}elop a daily échedule based on the de_velopnentai
‘level of your group, on flexibility in planning, and on plained voutines:

-

]
»

time & type of " purpose for the activity: what -
transition activity activity children can learn or how "hhq can develor




Tnplenenting the dafly schedule. ceo T -

4. -Children have short time memories. To help them learn the daily schedule,

talk during each activity about T'wha'l:, did we Just do" and'What happens -
neu:t?" ' - ; )

b. Decide for each part of ‘the schedule exactly what you expect the

childrentodo. .Taketime . shoyt.hechﬂ.drenwhattodo.,f_ieview
. whattheyaretodoanden urage them, E . }

- ¢J As the children learn the daily scheduie and it goes more smoothly, wateh ’
the responses of the children throughout the day o help evaluate how )
well the schedu.le is functioning. As the children change and grow throug.h
the year, there will probably be changes you want to make.

L)

"




Transitions

Transition means, a change of activity. For ‘example, the transition from I
home to school- for the’ child every morning, or, the. transition from juice at
a table tq s story on the rug, o> the transition when a child leavas the block _
cofner to work on a p.zzsle. ) '

Traﬁsi'bions should be planned to help children feel secure. The teacher
mist know exactly what she. expects the ch:ldren to do. These expectations

should be reslistic, based on the developmental sbilities of the children. Shé

should take time to show or panfomjme for the children exactly what to do. It
should be very clear to the children what to do. '
The teacher must be calm, and feel that she is in control of what is

~

‘ happening. She asks for cooperation with her 'bone. of voice, her patience, 'ahd
her poli‘be questions and comments to encourage children.\ Ir she is well pre~
:pared and planned, it will help her to feel calm, '

| The children should be prepared for changes. "Five more minutes and then

Y
. . . \" . /

wewﬂlcleanupfor,juice."-- , e . :

-

As the transition is planned, the teacher should know exactly what the other .
teachers will be doing. ) If children Hill need help during ‘bhe transition-for
example, getting glressed to go outside-plan .for a few children to be helped by

[} - ’

v . .- PO

If the children are to come together as a group, it helps to have a slgnal.

an adult.

Once the children have leamed the signal, it is most effective without words.

‘

. Examples of signals are: e ' . ‘ , T
ring a bell: cow bell or Iidian brass bell T . o
'playatmeonthepiano S L S

.
HAS i : ¥

play-a song ?;’}" the record player . . ‘ - ‘ o,

‘8ing a pong: "WH's clesn up" time o .
play a goft rythm on a drum ‘ L
v . ) ) M4 . .o N - 7‘(\ < FR/pDA 1"-75




Ir ﬂze children are to ieaw_re a group, it is most effective for children
to leave the group one or two ai', a time, rather than everyone gettiné up at
once. To stagger children leaving a group: . '

 children with-a certain color oi" socks, eyes, shoes, shirt, mittens, coat;
. children who plan to work with blocks, art, sand, etc.- “ '
\ ' games where each child has a turn to: identify a card Hith a shape, color,
\ animals ° _
T [ name semething n’.n-the room that is a certain coior, . shape, made 6:‘

wood;
pet the hands of the teacher a cerhejn number of times;
Simon says "Henry" may get‘ his coat.
songs: . ‘ ‘ 7 ‘ -
Puppet: when the puppet calls your name you may leave. .
- poeais: . : ST
" Some transitions are particularly difficult, such as lunch or going home.
’ These ghould be especial‘Ly well planned with enouéh time for each child to wash - .
hands for 1unch or enough time o pass out paintings going home.
. Group transitions are easier to identify than individual transitions, but
both are important. During an activity, such as,indoor choice, a child may change .
activities. ‘Whenever he changes activity, he should know exactly what is possible .
for him o do. Children should not work with the same material day a.f.'ter day :just
' because they are “unsure of what else to do.,” . A choice chart can help a child focus
his attention: One chart may have pictm'es of each area of the room. Next to each
picture would be pegs for just the number of chﬁdren to work in the area. Children
can ’c.hen hang their picture-tag for the area they choose to work in. —

. .
1 .
. L. »
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If a transition should ever disintegrate, the best ’chin\g to do is stop
all activity. ‘An’ agreed upon signal "to stop and 1isten® can help you bring
all activity to a stop. ’men the children can sit doun, become quiet and
self-controﬂe‘a. Thet gradually have each child feturn to his clean up task,

. reviewipg exactly what each one should be doing, and where to go when they are
. finished. ) ' ‘ \ .
1. For each group transition during the day, describe° '

the axpectations for the chﬂ.dren;

how you prepare them for the change;

how each adult will help;

~ the signal for the children to come together;

1

-

. -t -
LA /- :
. . :
, 2
L - .
PO N
o e, (
. . -
V. K .

&

Plan and carry out the transi,tions for one parb of the. day for a week.

oo S e

several methods for the children to leave the group. L .

.
'

.
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2. For times when there may be individual transitions, /deseribes s .
- expectations for the £hild; ’ / .
. |
. » " . ! > M 4
. how each’ adilt will help individual transitions.
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\ How to Use-YModule Four ]
!{odule Four is concerned with competency :Ln obeee'ving children: °
| M. Carries Qut Supplementary Responsibilita‘.es |
B Rels‘ﬁed to ’che Childrents Programg '
\'“ 1. tao make observai-.inns on the growth and
N developmeng of ind.:.v:iduai ch:,i‘giren m
'changas m group behemr, fomally or
T Jnformelly verbally or in- writmg, and
' share this :infomatioq wiﬂr other staff
‘ . inmlved in the pmgrém ‘ ‘
thctional kréa: Stafe

Hodule Four has two parts. The blue pages-are for assessment
oi’ the candj.date by the tra:mer. T'ne yﬂlow pages are for training

the candida‘be
XS

» The trainer w1ll .use ‘the blue pages to assess tlge cand:l’date'
Skﬂ_ls in observing chiidren. 1f the candidate has tiot had experi—

“ence in observing‘ children or needs more ’craining, the yellow pages:
of training actinties wﬁ.‘L be used to help the candida’oe _develop

L4 o
l

competence. . a ‘ A




/

: im!ih.dual cbql(h'en and snould have a theoretical backgrmmd in child

f.".dezreftquent. It is suggested that the tta:.ner read through the yellow
R 'pages as wellw

: o
'S .

1f the candidate has not had experience im~writing observations

« . « 4

Y
of :md:.ndual chlldren, the assessment should not be given until after

he is trained. The candidate will be trained using the yellow pages.

-
. .

Requ::.rements for Assessment

»

. There ave two requirements for assessment. Each requirement is

listed on the next two pages, with the cr:.teria 1o be used. When the
. %? »S
! assessment ig completed, a summary should be written on page'

. s . N .. . * - B T ) - s . e
’.,-' . o e R v e v L < '




"time samplen,)
a. These direct observations should include:
1) ‘the time the observation began and ended;

2) the age and sex of the child.™_ R o

3) a descmptmn of the setting: where the obsemtmn was made,

am.d what the children were expected 'bo do.

o n |

L) behaviors weitten in the OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR column should include

-

only observable behavior and direct ‘quotes; includé non-yerbal

behavio;r as well as Verbal behavior. - .. “

3

5) cemnents written in the COMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR colum should make
sense’in terms of' the observed ‘behaviors;.’ they shoubd not general:ze
beyoz;d what the observed behav:.ors would indn.cate.

6) the observat:.on should be complete'- beginning with the child
sta.rblrrg an act:w:.ty and ending when the chd.ld ende the activity. i

s A

b. At lea§t one observaﬁioﬁ’ sHould be made in each of the following t,ypes

>

of situations'
chij}.d or ch:ld.ren at play

T~

- a child or chlldren in a routine s@uatlon

v

3) a- group act:.v:.ty " -

-




Observer:

Date:

Time:

Chil(}: >

[

OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR

.




- 2. Assessment requireme:nt:s‘. Anecdotal records:\ ten aji'pédo‘be_s of

individual children, collected over a peri

of ti'}z}e.‘ ,

These anecdofa;t‘_ records should inciude:

a N
8. a sumary of observed behavior. and‘comeﬁtéf' o
b. each_.recorhd should represent a'%i@ificant experience. for the chiid~
1) so;'néthi}xg out of the ordinary for the childi 2 problem or difficulty
for' the first time; mastery of a task fo " the first t:‘.me discovery
or eccitement about a mater:v.al for the fi’lrst time,
2) everyday situations which indlcate how the child reacts to:

routine situations; group situationsy frep play; interact:.on
other children or adults. - ‘ .

‘A

, c. at least 5 of the anecdotes shoqld bé about ’fhe same- child.
b I. v .

L4

PO % 3
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%

. HOW T0 EVALUATE OBSERVATIONS

g

Anyﬁb‘%'?—v;b‘ions whether direct or anecdotal, must be useful to

other members of the staff as well as to the person who made the observa-

tions. An observation will be useful ifs

s

each has identifying data includi:;g (w
~ name of" child ' s X

*

. = month, déy and year of obseratig;z-, ..

time of aaj,

name of observer;

each includes information on the setting:

~ place or area of the room,

.~ type of activity t'ak:ing place

- group situation in which child's behavior is being noted -
(other children or adults present), .

>~ . - teacher's part in the situation (if any);

each is a record of facts, with descriptions of behavior sepérated

from the obsérver's ideas; iupressions’or comments about what
happened; - :

!

_each is legible, whether it is hand written or typed;

each avids the use of Judgemental words which label a child as
-bad or-good; .

4

each ipclu@es enough, information to show a ¢omplate epigode.

I

.y
7.

v
. o
-k 1 ‘ ' .
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Direct Observations (Time Samples) will be Useful:

if the descriptive (OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR) section _ . Y
C/ T - gives the reader a sense of the. sequence of events from —
: moment ’co»momer!t dunng the time per:.od‘ N
. - mcludes indlcatn.ons of fac:.al express;wns and body movements'
.o
- includes the child's exact words wherever possible~
- does not include words which vindicete the observer'
interpretation of how .the child feels of “thinks;
if the OOME-IENTS ON BEHAVIOR section jncludes such things as -
- statements indicating what the observer feels that the child
. + may be thinking or feeling; or . -
' ~ statements in which the observer speculates ‘that actions or words
. / have some special meaning for the thild; or, -,
v - references to past observations or knowledgé of the child§ or
- the observer's questhns which can be be followed up in flfcure o
- .. i observations; or - ) .

- :'uj_eas for follow—up acti\;'i'bies for the"child; : St

,A“/ : - -,

and if the comments T - . '. c y

" =~ do not include judgemental words indicating thgt 'bhe child is
"good" or "bad"- \.

. ~.are directly related ’co informa%ion writter in Observa}ﬂ.e~ . o~
- ‘Behavior section. : - PR LPE
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"~ fhere is a series of observations on each ¢hild; - f

.- Anecdotal recoprds are useful if

3

- they include observations of the chlld's behav:Lor in a
variety of 31tuat10ns,

- the child's actions are described;~ )
~ the reactions of others (children or adulfé’i ave;deporibed;.
- the ch:.ld's response 'bo these reactions are, descnbed'

-"tfhere is an indication of what was said by the child and others

- in the s:ttuatmn, e
- .':1' L ., . i .
- there are. "mood .cues™ - descriptions of posture, voice quality,
-gestures; §
. - f -
~ each anecdote relates to only one incident. .
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N -' . How to Use the Yelluw Training Pages

Ce
~

'I’he ye.llow training’ pages include suggestions ‘for the tralner,
diacussion of reasons for observ:ng children and of methods for do‘ing 80y ~
e;camples ‘of direct observations and of anecdotal records, apd exercises o
to help improve development’ of observation skills. ‘ e

It the candidate ‘has not had expsrience in writing observegions,

" the yellow pages should be, used. If the candldate is assessed and shows

weaknesses, the candidate and  trainer together should decide which parts

L 4

‘of ths yellow pages Joo work on. Refer to the Sumary of Assessmem‘ on
page 8 « " A plan for training should then be made, using the form on

»
-

;o

. page12 .
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v~ 'l‘ra.im.ng Methods: For ‘éne Trainer
' v : ‘,
The most effective way for a candidate to learn to observe is to = -
con_ipare her-observ_atiox;s to those made by her trainer. The trainer can

~ make more specific suggestions about an observabion if she hersefl.f has
seen the episode. The tra:l.n:.ng plan should mclude time for the trainer

and candidate to observe 'bogether, and to have conﬂerences about- these

.,

observat:.ons. The tra:mer should make a train:l.ng plan us:mg the

.suggestions below: \'

1, The trainer and the candidate can observe a child at the same time,

each wr_;a;ing his own observed behavior and comments about behamr,

In conference, they can oompare what each one observed This proceés

‘/,/ - can be used each week for abou‘b six weeks. It is an effective way ,to S

’ ""help-the candidate leam to see more detailed behavior. )

2. A videotape recording can be made of one child, When viewing the tape,
wri'&en notes can ‘be made of s:.gnn.ficant events. ‘]hen ‘the tape can be

-

| .+ re-played to check the accuracy of the observation. One is llkely to

o see more details each t’ime't.he%ab‘e is re-played. Tilé candidate can :

. evaluate her own observations by compar:ing the first notes to the re-
‘plays.. Vn.deotape recordmg is not the best method for 1earning to. make

\written notes because it is difficult to write observaﬁions a.nd watch the
tape at the same J('.ime. The camera‘also selects what to wa’och whereas an °

, observ;er :m, a room can choose what to ,focﬁs on. Videotape,is \besi:, used’

. to learn to iptef‘pret' and conmeot-q}f child behavior.

e ) < ¥ “va® R{

.
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3.

kL.

s,

To learn to observe non-@rbal behavior, view a three or four

minute segment of a videotape without the sound. ' View the segmet

once Without writing hotes, Then re-view it and take notes on what

you see. Since the purpose of this exercise is to become gensitive

-to non-verbal behavior, 'a short segment is sufficient. A long

* segment can become ted:.ous.
The trainer’ and candidate should develqp a file for each child ?or
keepa.ng observations and anecdotal records. These notes can be used

to plan the daily program to match the needs of the individual ch:le

to revies the developmental progress of a chilg, and to prepare
specific information about the progr‘ess of a chlld for a .parent
conference. . ) ) ' v
Some of these activities may ta.ke place in a group especially if there -
are several trainees in one program. Trainees can, for example, benefit
ﬁ'om viewing tapes together and sharing their  obgervatiens and from dlS-
cussing problems in making observatlons. It is Mporhant, however, o

'

have regular ind:.vidual conferences with candidates to help them with
their individual needs and reinforce their strengths. '
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/ Pl,ann;ng Form for 'fraimng _ : T
: .- PR RN 2
3 Direct Observations-. T - . oL 407
& 7 ’ K ‘
(Five 10—mimh;e observatmns 6f individual ch:.ldren in a variety of, , S
setiings, including more than one play activity, a group activi‘by, »
*dunng routines.) . o
. . Date & time Cﬁild to be observed Conference w/trainer
* -7 N - - ,.
’ A
y IT Anecdotsl Records. ~ ¢ .
- - ~ - - —
(Ten atiecddtes of individual children ‘collecied over a period of time. )
Date to begih - Child to be obseryed ° Conference w/trainer : ‘
' ' ¢
v . . - .
p o v e
i 4 | - ‘ ‘ . . :
~ P ! e
[ . -
' * K ‘ x B
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' i Why Do ‘e Obsg):ve Chllar&n"

- -

) ‘I‘he s}::JJ_ of observing the ’f.dd:wldual child is a necessrty for a

preschool teacher. The first pﬂr’c of this skill is leamz.ng to write

. observatioas, recogmzzng the’ difi rence between behior we observe

oﬁr“iﬁterpretation of the behavmr. The second part of tﬁe obser'va-

.,.F- ‘!

t:ﬁon 31:;.]_1 J.; more dif{‘mult leam:mg to interpret the. obsewations, in

'

terms of what the chﬂd 18 mgperiencirzg and feeling., This ability rem.z:.z:ec

an tmderstandmg of c!ulﬂ, develepment and a variety of experiences wii:h . '
children, ' E . . -

~
% .

1. Why observe childrer? . :

v .

!. -
)

Observations of individual clnlriren are a basic pert of planning a

program ’co meet the developmental needs of ch:a._.dren. Observation leads

us beyond our ‘genéral impressicns of wﬁé’c a child can do to specific
behaviors,

General impressions can be changed by seeing the speciﬁc
behav:.ors m zriulng.

Wntlng also helps us to focus our attent:.on on

thé child and thus o Se¢ rore accurately what he is doing.

. 2. How to use Qbservatlons:

A preschocl teacher should be observing all the time, mesking mental
< 1 \

notes, if ndt writcern notes, alx it what each ch_ild is doing, - At the

end of edch day she uses

these observations to plan the next day' ;

act,.w.tlejg ! She mdj notice that ery is exploring water, £illing a)nd | ‘, )

empty:.ng cohta:mers' tD'ﬂOI’I‘Od she .n:L’L put out some materials of - t
d:.ffereﬂ’t shapes.,

St2 may nétice that Sam is explomg the difference

between dhite pa:;.rt and Reddi !-Fnlo Cream; tomorrox«. she will plan for a

LT
group to make "iello and whip crean, ,

A preschool teacher may use written observations to .,olve a problem

to unders’c.and a child's bena'r' r. She may want to know why Lane eems . ’
te neeﬁ a ;LE, of atteﬁtion right after snack.

| 99 -
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She {nay want to know why Sue segxs to work only with the blocks. Wi‘l':h‘_:

.careml obsemtzon she may fid clues to helping the child.
' 3. Professional use 6f dbservations:

When weé pbsérve-individizal children and make mtten notes, we are de-
T veloping professional skills ar!& attitudes. Part of being # professional . -
is lafowing when to talk about a child. Out of respect for the éhild.our e

*

comments and observat;'wns étay inside the teacher's office and. do not go . ;o

to our homes or to parties. The purpose in observing is to help us plan-
a developmental program: <“Ferefore observations should be discussed ordy

with fellow teachers when plann'i.ng the program.

L 4

4. The following sources will be helpful in learni;lg more atzout how to obse'rve.
children, the reasons Yor observing and ‘ho?f' to u.se?the infdigpatién gained.
Although certain chapters are suggested, each book has 2 great deal of . -
important’ information. Other valusble sources are listed in the Bibliography.

~ .

.., Cohen, Dorothy H. & Stern, Virginia, Observing & Recording the

e ' Behav:.o‘r of Ycung Children. Teachers Cbllége Press, 1971

Chapter 1 "Why Records" ' .

Rowen, Betty, g‘ne Coildren We-See: An Observational Approach to

Child Study. Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc. 1973
Chapter 4 *Looking at"the Child through Direct Observation® . -

Almy, Millie, Hays of Studying Children: A manual for teachers. .
. Teachers, Collége Press, 1972, Chapter 1 "Teachers & Child
. Study® & Cnapter 2 "Observatlon- the Basic Way to Study

Children".

4




. . Direct Ot.ervation of a Child

(.K 1. Observed Behavior: . - o L.

A direct observation includes everything the child says_and does.*

, The observer must direct her attention to just the ghild and write

exactly the behavior she sees and hears in ghe left column, OBSERVABIE

BEHAVIOR. Observed behavior m2y include facial expressions, the use of

hands, body movements, and exact words or .,ounds. -1f several people

observed the éamé _behav:Lor, they. would agree about what they obserwved,

2. Comments about Observed Eehavior: - - ’

Comments are written after the observation is made. After writing

observations of a complete ef)isode, comments are written in the right

column The' comments include your guess about‘{hy the ‘child said or

did somethmg or what it means to the chiid to do this, or a comment

on his developmenta.l abilities. Hheneven possible, iry to think of more

than one explanat:.on oi‘ observed Behavior.. You can conment on :Ldeas for

.

materials-or experiences to introduce for the child. Whereas OBSERVABLE

BFHAVIOR would be agreed upon by several olgservérs watching the same

be.havior, the comments-might be very different.

3. Observation time: : '

Try to obsgrve a complete episode of the child's work. For example,

- begin the observation when he puts on the, smock to paint and end the

- observation when he leaves the paint. Begin the observation when he begirs

building with blocks and end when he has flna.shed his constnzct:i.on. Obser-

vation of a complete ep:.sode may last’ fen to f:.fteen minutes. -The times

the observation begins and ends ‘should be written at the tbp of the form.

~

* An effective means for recording d:Lrect observations is to use a form such a.

" the one on page 3A |, with the left hand side for observations end-the right
«*  hand side for comments. 103 1 ~
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During the 6bservatjon #ecord the time .every few minutes on the left .margin

( \

as well., It is difficult to.understand some Jbehavior™without the time guides.
For example: "Josie sits on the cushion. She gets up and goes to the block '
R . corner", would, ha,ve very d:.ffercmt mterprétatione depending upon whether
“there was half a minute or 5 minutes between the two incidents.
L. }kamples of direct observat:uons- y | .
. Read the examples of d:.rect observatiﬁns on the next 13 pages.

£ Then 'bry the exercise on page30 to see if you understand the difference
between OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR and COMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR.
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2 B
lal hd " - ‘e
<

- xa e #1 - . SetMngt 5 g p, had sorted and divided the

[ .
- 1

. . . o ' . blocks betwebn them, from their
L meers, — ; ' own collection, each piled blocke a
Dates . E’ebruary 2k, 1975 ‘ . one on -top,of the oth?r, each hav-' +
. Times 11305 © " to 11:15 > his owa "f"“’“ .
tadd: & year oid ‘b'oys, S. & D. . _ ' . | .
OBSERVABLE BRIAVIOR | . ' COMMENTS. Ot BEHAVIOR |
S. and'D. face eath other, building playing with each other. .
' their towers in the center between ) 7 ' ) v
them, close together. T, ' —
, S.'s tower falls, knocking D.'s tower .
down. . . ' .
‘. says, "Let's make them far’ away .. ’S. ‘undérstood atTglance wha'é wp8 hmpper.
from each other. That way' they won'f . ‘ ’
2 fall." ’ . ‘ " : . ’ * - -
. replies, “6K." althm;gh he coa;:inu‘es D. is agreeable, easy %o get alongwith.
to pile his tower right next to D. didn't understand the concepts near or
S.'s. ) oo ' ‘fa.r. probably becase of the language bar:
) ) He is-from Austria. He might know these
' concepts in his own languagel. S. accepte .
. , what hap'p'eneé,__ dedpite his request.
wthey continue to build, they sing S. initiated tmis_at &——ralpi‘q?tem}’)p- ’ 5
"la, la, la, de, da" at different q P. calmly & slowly sarg with him. The . .
tempos. " Lo e ) humming seems harmonious, _ : &
%. piles blocks very quickly and :s i¥ racing. - T " '
haphazardly. = . ) ‘ " L e : '
U. Jgorks more deliberatély, carefully ot
. placing each block-on top of the o - o .
other. D. keeps up to S.'s p:ace, D. is aware that i.t is a contest; _' PR
) though. . | l
“he’ towers fall ag'ain.‘ T ) » . CE L : '
5. say8; "I know what we can do.
We can make my collection over . .
here and your céllecéion over there,“g . ]
'using hisarms and hands to demon~ S. knows about the language barrier and
strate ;rhat he means. , . handled it 'very‘ .well.
R (.Y _
T BT 2 : e -




\#1: cont.

It

/

.

‘They make their towers far apart from

OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR

each éther. . ’
S. says, "These, are my cpllection over
here. These are all mine ébllect*on."
He continues, “M1ne getting a llttlﬁ b

bigger," then looks at D.'s n11e.
As he builds faster, he s2ys about
his tower, #icly conna fall.,"” -
falls. ' .
S. immediately knocks D.'s tower Gown.
D. Holds up a block as if to hit S.,

safing, "I'm not your friend." .

%+ replies, "You were knocking mine

down.V

- R T
.

The teacher says, g, if yours falis

" “that's no reason to énock Uite work °
cown. You can knock yours down if
yo) want to but please do not knock
S.'s down,"

They meke their towers agzin. -

S~ says, 'Look!
not fallins!
fallingl" .

After each bldck is placed, rore s}bdly

‘Fiine's high! And i:t's
Look! 1It's st#ll not

now, he says slowly, “It's nof
f’all:v.n* "

D. ignored all of this and continues

to  work on his own tower.

s tower is completed,

S.!
S. grabs one block left behind D. and
) puts it on top of his tower - and

it falls dowp.

!,

- m—— - —— o -
-

» Se's blocks down.

turned away from S.
away,

D, cid aot see this happen.

CQMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR

possessive

comparing towers
- : ¢
apprehensive .

| defensive threat

L3

S. tries to excuse himself - a tactic he

oftern usee. D. had mot attempted to..unock

2 ’ ! » * . -’
D. is net facing §. anymore; his .body is

He moved his coklection

too.




-

) " Frample #2 . Non-verbal behavior * ,

)

o ! . >, : \
Observers .
. . . e
Date: L~15-75
Timed 1:50 - 4o  1:56 .
Ghﬂdgl L year old girl, T
. — .
| OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR R

‘ COMENTS ON BEHAVIOR |

LY

T. puts her. feet in front of her az{d
sits with her iegs crossed.
She plays with her shoe laces,
right hand on -right shoe, left hand
on left shoe.
She wets her left indéx finger and
rubg it on her left knee.
She unties‘her right shoe.
She wets her right index ﬁnger and
rubs her right leg.
Again she wets her right flnger and
rubs her leg.
. She touches the top of her left shoe
with her right hand.
" She lifts her right hand to scratch
under her n‘ose‘;.
Shie rubs her left hand on- her leff, leg.
-She puts her left pant leg down.
.f v She picks up her pant leg agém. /
- she wets her left index ﬁnger and
rubs it on-her left leg.
She wets her index finger on her
right hand, and rubs the wet finger
on her right knee. _
She Tubs her right indéx finger along
the front of her right leg.
"ghe puts her head down to her knee
and spits on her knee.

T. seems to be very restleés. -She should
be lying dowh. ) .

She seemed to be amazed At the cool feeling
of the wet spots on her leg. “She segmed

to be watch:mg them dry as well as feeling
the cool- sensation. from the damp spot.

LN

v}
’




..'-nt.

e hd

| “BSERVABLE BEHAVIOR

Y4

-~ . ~

Commms' ‘ON'BEHAVIOR |

She rubs it in with her rlght hand.
She wets her knee again and proceeds
to observe the wet spot.
She rubs the wet spot 4n.
. She rnbs her knee and leg w1th her
~ight index finger. | ‘
She coughs. ' -
She spits on her kneeiagain./ ’

s - ~ ! 3
she again spits on her knee, in the same
S ) ‘

gLace.

“he scratches her nose with her right

"and. -

L)

vhe rubs-her left leg with her left
1ndex finger.

|

' ‘ b
she scratches her knee. .

‘ |
- 'ne puts her index fpngers tcgether.

~e picks up her soc#a. .

She puts her pant legs down, up again,

down again.

She wets her right 1ndex‘f1nger and puts

1 < under her socks. - -

o
ok
N

3
)
e
A
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s

e

o
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She seems to be interested in the feellng
of the wet. spots on her legs. R

She tries something dlfferent; inatead of
Just wetting her finger, she decided to spit,

on her knee. This seemed to be’a new
cooling sensation.

She seemed to want a different feeling
because she doesn't wet her leg this time.
She seemed to be experimenting with wet acd

dry.




Obsérm:

. Dml_nptnbnr 23,1974
o Tmer_ish 4
cmm 3.year g]‘Q g;;],, L,
OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR

" 2:03 ¢

choice time,at the easel. .
red, yellow;, and orange thiok
paint. )

<

COMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR =~ - -

L. picks up the brush in the red paint,

with her right' hand.

She pushes it flat on the paper, making
it go round and round.
her left hand 10 help.
is about four inches in diameter.

L. puts the brush back‘lg the jar and
studies the orange.

4ith her right hand she makes a large
upside-down U shape’ around *he red

o blob. As ghe comes doWn. 8 e
' uses her left’ha;d to push. (She

' uses a slow, steady$moVément

She uses

The c1rc1e

She dips the brush in the palnt again,
and carefully fills in the line.
1:57 R C
3 L2 : .

She stirs the ora
. [4 /’

. ‘brush in her right hand.

iy

hand begins' to assist.
. Some orange paint got on the left.hand:
L. studies her hand, slowly making
a fish with the hand, uncurling '
‘her fingers, 1ooking’$@ain.
:Using the o
1111

ob and.the orange arch.

ge still, she bepins to
the space between the‘red

’

L, takes her time and the brush soems to do
what she wants it to.® ' ) ’ -
Soo definitely enjoys,a,seﬂse of power as

she makes the brush go where she wants it to.

-fine motor control ¢ - \

\.

' She seems fasclnated with the paint; she wante

to get to know 1t by feeling.it directly on .
her skin. S&he hapn't said a '‘word but is
completely absorbed in her work. She is "
concehtrating s0 hard that she does not respor,

to a large noise,of blocks toppling over. -

. . .
' L -

108. - ‘
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L Y3, conte” . T

./

>

Iff 13fts he;; =?lmu.lderzs,

OBSERVABLE BEHAVIR

e : ) ’
1 59 PR
She makes a long Xiwe up to the right'
hand carner of the paper. Ker mouth
"i# open as ghe fills that spaces.
Her weight shifts to he right ieé.
JHer left hand’ rests’ on the easel -
up on. tip toe she goes.
2101
She stirs the orange again and looks’
inside the. et She -makes a square
and fills it ifs o
liow ghe uses yellow, makiﬁg Q line the
y w&dth_of the page and g;iﬁg algoss,
. to the end.
She makes another line under it the
qame length; another and another.

She does this eight tlmes. .

"I'm done," she smlles at the reacher. .

F

"would you like to tell me abou® it?"

~‘, 04 ;
tucks her haﬁi

; the teacher.asks.

in, nndding;yas, but not saying
o an.yth::.ng,sts : -

v
AY

I

'Still concentrating.

. s ‘ .
.Checking .to see if thore's enough paint?

! ! . f - . t

Sﬁe realiy likea'orange. t . .

.
.
Y

. -

. What deterhined for her that’ ghe had
. finighed? -The fact that she had used
all the colors?

‘0’ " - y

v - . : B

0 .o .
Lately L. has been makzng ladies with long .
haif (the arch shape) but today she seems
to go Qack to org an;zed ecrlbbllng. Her
ideat eeem to be 11m1ted to putting cdiors ;
She is imterested by the 1ﬂnn

of palnt "getting wfaér when she presses on i

. on the paper.

199 . . -




§3§E§Eﬁ' four boys are playing barber ahop
& chair is in front of a fidor girror. -

~
there’ is’a pan of water, a razor, shavir
cream, three bottles of after ahave

lption, and a towel. .

Date:  November 1, 1974 .
. "Mmer_ 1:00 . to 1:15
-.Gbilds 6 year old béya, D, and K.

-

OBSERVAELE BEHAVIOR. '

v

»

&

COMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR] .

<

Two boys are aitting on the paint
table, looking at a magazine,
waiting their turn to be shaved. )

is in the chair in front of the
} . -t
mirror.

D.

K. gets the towel and puts it around
D.'s shoulders. "
asks D., Do you wantia shave?Y
reﬁlies, "Yes, "

d1ps his hands into the Ban of -
water, then he p&ts D.'s face with
" his wet hands. . T
gets thé shaving cream from.théa,
table, squirts some crgfm in hzs
left hand, and puts the can. back
on the table.

&l over D.'s face very genﬁly -

He rubs the cream

bn hig cheeks,- under h1s nqee,
’ and ofC his chin,
K. rinses his hands in the pan of
- water. « .. - :
He picks up the razor and’ beg1ns tq
take the creamsoff'D.'s face wlth
long, gentle dowﬂ;ard strokes, .
He ringes the razor in the pan of
more cream. ’ .
'Qne koy séys, "This is just 1*ke'a

. ) R

real barber."/

water and goes back and takes off ., *

He is looking at himself.

4

-~

)
they ‘have carefully observed adults
'and can. role play accurately. :

-~
]

»
<
K

it seems very reall




, cont. .

.OBSERVABLE EEHAVIOR !

When K. gets to the cream under D.'s
nose, D. put; his lips together and
makes & tight mou.tti. S

< The rest of the cream K. wipés off

. vith the tovel. =~

K. agks D., 'Which shaving lotion do
you want?"

D. says, "'I‘h; blue. one in the emall

" bottle.t .

K. takes the cover o}f't_he bottle,
and pours the lotion in the palm of
hisleft hand. K. pats and rubs

; -gent,ly all over D.'s face. °

D. takes the towel off, looks in the
mirror, and laughs.

- K. says, "I want comeone to. shave me."

One boy ;says, "I want to be the ba.rﬁgr."-

. <
»

. X

Toas e
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this was a Zdod sensory éxperience,

. . e,
and cooperation among' the bo¥s.




children are raking choices to , -
play wherever they choose. A, and B.- .
are playing in the house area-and

" taking their’ toys onto the astage:
built next' to the house area.

Dates__.October , 1974
TMme: 10:34  °  to  10:kk
caild*i?; and B. 3 year old girls
. OBSERVARIE ERHAVICR - -
A: "Call the doctor. ,
I'm not the doctor; I'm the nurse.'
B: "Buy something for my baby: a1l although A. 'and B. have played
those toysy" pointing to the toys together many times, they do not
on the shelves.' seem8 to be -on the same wave length.
"Oh, and that," poiming to a they are talking but not to each otne
threading toy. ¢ :

-

»

A. picks up a toy. . )

B: "Not that!" SR A

AL ficks up. another toy and says,_

. "Yes, this is a baby 139:{. .f:l.ft is

a toy with numbersa.and beads. .

B: "Bring it to my house; put it on |
the floor. I'll gut it on the
floor."

A3" "I'1l bet you're doing it."
'You have to put it on one with .

the sticks." B. is putting
the toy together. _ '
A. continues: "That's a stick!
Do-you think that's'a stick? A. is angry'becausg B, is not doing
‘It ain't a stick," raising. ] v'v'hat she wants her to do with the toy, -

LI .

. .

her voice.
B. replies, "It is." ) ,

B. continues to play with the toy.
A" goes to 313 cubbies where the dress-

A ?

up closhes are kept, end mumbles
while she is gettin dressed.

B. talks to I;e very quietly.




b -
bz s

COENTS ON BRHAVIOR

&:

\t, "0 heytn

» Then,_;referring to the phone:

"topcher, tie my shoes." A, walks
tH tl’;b table wherethe teacher
is sitting: _
inf13 .you open this?" to the tdacher.
"What a,&'e you putting in there?!f
akked lto B,
doe&'t b.nsver A. and co'dnuee to
put thb beads from the gade’into her
purés.

ghaked the purse. B. says:

"It's all ready. I don't know where

we' go,! '

;;picks :zp the phone: '"Who thz.s?"
. hands up the phone.
B. ‘continues: ‘' "Let's bring the
phéne; we have to go now."
"Hai’t a minute.!
walks to the stage: . "Bnng ny
penniea," referring to the beads.
"Hegje got pennies over here."
B. goes back to the table‘and .
picks up thé rest of theé beads. -
"Bring the monkey! I'll bring
-this," referring to another toy
that was on -the fable on the
stage. . ..,
"You know that garbil?! -
"What gerbil?v
”Thaé's‘in the c&ge,you know. !

"Row come on, take that off of
there!!- .
"Wait a minutel!

an exanmple of them playing together
but not answering each other, A
A. didn't wait for an answer fios B,

A. told B. to "wait" but B. keeps goi

IS -

B. is not-influenced by A.'s orders.

A




2

OBSERVABLE ERHAVIOR

»

"ﬁoney, your hat is here."

"Doctors donit wear that.,
I'm the doctor." ‘

"If this is yours, you're rot a
doctor." . - ’

MIs your baby sick?" .

holding the toy menkey, "I'11 bring
her home.’ Take Lwo pennies.*
"Steven, your baby is being Bad. ™
"Baby, you better be quieti" and
hits the monkey.- "N;u: you betser
be good." ) '

>

"My Paby is not sick tc;m'orrow."
"I'm talking to my Jbaby.
'Tou come to oy house." .
“Ch, hey!i" ) 4
I"l‘(n;)ck on my,éé’or." C
"Knock! Knpckl Knock!"® pr.e’ce;xdingr~
to knock in mid-air. . <
"Com\e in.!
'"You've got to unlook the door.!
“Anybogy home? ‘Anybody hone?" t
"ea." ) '

* Hey, don't step on these things,"

referring to.the toys she has in |
feont of ‘her for her baby, (the
wonkey). T .
"‘I'm reading:f.his book for my ’{aaby
if I want tog!

“Hey, that's my bedréom," referring
to ‘the area near the cubbies.




Cbserver:
Dttqz
Time:

October 30, 1974
to 8:57

Chidds__ 3 ygar old boy, Si
_| OBSERVABLE BEHAVIGR -

8:50

- early morning choice time.
one of ‘the chozcesfta painting at the
easel. this is the first time white
and black ;hlnt,have been out.

+

4

COMMENTS ON BEHAVICR

S. slips into an apron.
While putting on the aﬁron, he has his
, eyess on the white paint. T

He looks at the teacher-and says,
"Reddi Whip Cream." '

. The teacher replies, "It looks like
Reddi Whip Cream."

- He sticks his brush in the paint with.

7 nig left hand, pulls,out the brish,
and brings the brughful of whlte
paint np to his nose.

He sniffs deeply three times.

He puts the trush back in, and brings ¢
up a big blob to his @outh, white
paint dripping down hig hand. A

He opens hismouth td taste the

The teacher says, 'What color as‘*he

,‘ﬂ paint??

He

He

znt.

Recédi Whip Cream."
puté the brush in the paint can

says, "W%zte.

and br1ngs the brush carelessly up
to the paper with both hands.

slaps the ‘paint on the paper.

says, "Reddi Whip Cream.*
Fontinﬁés thié, not controlling the
drips, gepeating “Reddi Whip Cream.

»

~

8. usually is'not attracted to the easel.
He sometimes refuses to put on an apron.

’

Does it smell like cream?

'He isn't concerned about the drips on hus

rands and floor.

\—.:f
N

" Teacher tries 1o divert his attention.

His motions are jerky and careless. He

seers to be trying to create.a mound of

whipped cream.




Ll

— OBSERVABLE EE

BEHAVIOR

-

COM/ENTS ON BEHAVIOR

_.He covers and recovers the paper until it
begins to rip.

He walks away with the paint brush
in his hand and the apron on.

The teacherreminds him to take off

his apron an@ﬁeave the brush in the
palnt.

-

.3

he uses imaginary cream on a cake.

¢

I think he is trying to get the billowing
eff-ct of whipped cream.

Later that day in the housekeeping corner,

&




PRACTICE EXERCISES =~ AN

-

On the next page is a short aegment taken from an obaervation. Decide \

for each sentence whether it is an observed behavior ‘or whether it is a )

coment about beha¥ior, 'Hrite the observed behaviora in the OBSERVABLE

BEHAVIOR column and thel comments in the C(MMEN‘IS ON BEHAVIOR column, next

to the behavior they describe. .
You and anof.her cand:date might want to do this exercise together,

If you disagree about any s‘batement, try to figure out why it might be the

observer 8 own point of view, or why it is strictly a description of actions

" or words of the child, children, or teacher. , -

i

_ When you have ﬁnish'ed, check your work with page 32 , If you do not’
feel conﬁ.dent about the idnds of statements which go in each column, look
back at page 5 ("™How to Evaluate Observations"). Reread the examples. '

Talk to your- trainer. Then try Exercise #2.

PRl
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OBSERVATION EXERCISE #1

John and-David are using the slide as a "boath for dramatic_role.play.
John says, "We can't go in the beat." o

David replles,’"Yes, we can.?' .
David is standing up to" John, asscr‘:L:xg nimself.

John says, "Go in your doe'hou*'" (the block structure he Hél_t)
David does not go in the dog.house, . :
John likes to be Ehe boss.‘ ’ s

John begins to drive an imaginary wreéel, making a drivirig noise.

He feels powerful as drives this mg2 beat.

He might be iﬁagining what he 7111 bec;me.

David, jumps off. ._ ' N e

‘John tells David, pointing w the steps, "Get up the ladder right heret"

He likes this streng emo~1cn.

A — .

He feels good and brave and” surong saving his frverdﬂ from ‘sharks., !

OBSERVABLE“BEHAVIOR ' COMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR

-

-
.

. >

>




. . : N <
Corrett placement of statements for Exercise #1. The wnderlined words
in the COMMENTS column are indicators of a statement in which the observer
" 1is giving his own idea sbout wha+ happened.

. OBSERVABLE BEHAVIOR ‘ COTMENTS O:" BEHAVIOR

John and David are using the slide ‘
as a "boat" for dramatic role play. _

John says, "e can't go in :the'bpg‘-

"Pavid réplies, "Tes, we can.i‘.

B
&
b
e
[
s
§

John says, "Go in your dog house' 5 2,
(the block structure he built).
David-does. not go in the dog'house.

N

John begins to drive an imaginary He¢ feels powerful as he drives
. wheel, making a driving noise. ’ i

e might be imagining what he will
become. '

David jumps off. -

' John tglls David, pointing %o, the

steps, "Get up the ladder right . He likes this strong emotion. .
-heret? - '

"He feels good and brave and strong,
saving his fr:iends, from 'sharks.’

‘s




EXCERCISE #2
- v
Child: 3 mo. 13 days old . Setting: Church nursery _
- . . Child in erib. Blanket on
’ = left side of head near *
' . ] left hand., Pacifier by
. > ) right hand. Row of bells

above crib.

Child lying on back with 4 appendages spread in relaxed position.-

el

He feels safe, even though parents left him onlf a few m:.nutes ago.

_ Byes open and loo}cmg up. Legs flex and acc:.denta.lly kick bells hanging
. o¥er crib. t

Eyes immediately flash to bells 53 chiid hears sound.

‘ Ch:.ld is able to rgagct ‘bo noises. ~—~

Arms flex a.d left hand moves across path of eyes.
Shows ability to £ollow objects with eyes.

Eyes follow hand for an instdnt and then return o bells. .

’

' Anything moving seems to catch his eyel

OBSERVABLE FEHAVICR COMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR ’ .

“ s

[

0
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OBSERVABLE BEHAVIO

r EXERCISE #2

‘Settin ing: Church nursery .
Child in crib-blanket on
* ieft side of head near
. Yreft hand. Pacifier by
< right hand. Row of bells
above crib,

-

’

Child lying on back wi
appendagés spread in re
position,

1\ xed

Eyes oper{ and looking up. .
Legs flex and acc:.dentally\
kdck bells hanging over &

Eyes immediately flash to
bells as child hears sound. !

Arms flex and left hand
moves acrossfpa%of eyes.

L

Eyes follow hand for an instant
and then return to bells.

it was not. observable behavior,

S~ 1 *

-

COMMENTS ON BEHAVIOR

Feels sa.fe, even though -
parents left him only a few
minutes ago.

’

..

a
-

Child is_ able to react 7o) noises. )

Shows abzlrby to follaw objects
wlth ey‘es.

»

Any'th:mg moving seems to catch
his eyet ' -

In the COMMENTS column, 1mder11ne words which indicate that

-~

)
N -l
ot

<. _;\\.‘_.
S e



JCE —_— Arecdotas ‘Records

An énecdotal record is a summary of a specific incident, written
v at the end of the day or whepever you have time.” Because it is & surmary,
T it does not mclude every det& f actuon and of words as the dJ,rect
observation would. An anecdotal record can include descriptions oi‘ the
« - behavior ‘as well as subjective cormnenus, .
. Anecdotal records can be written about unusuzl events or e;;perlences
" in the chlld's day. When the ch.ld masters a.task for the iirst time, )
when the ¢hild has a dlfflcalt time ;ow:mg a ‘problem, when the child dis~-
covers what he c4n do with Y material for the first time, an aneddotal
record can be written. An anecdotal record can be written to summarlze
an episcde when you ar2 not able to make'a direct observatlon.
. . Anecdota:l records car be writien on index cards or in a log book ’&
be filed in the child's folder. . ( "
- Examples of anecdotel records are.given on the next 5 pages.

a. The first four are about the same child,’ w'rltten over a period of
' four months. . ’.

- On p. 38 list the changes in Tommy's behavior during this period—
what he was able to do by April that he was not able to do earlier?
Notice thaﬁmil only thE. first and 1dst records had been wrltten, a

. - a great deal ‘of mportant Jni’ormatlon would be mlssing. " A

b On p.39 there is an’ example ©of an anecdotal record on ano‘l‘her cbild.
M Thls record by itself indicates the need for more observations on K

.
[

P




’ _ - Anecdptal record®: Tommy S5.° .. ‘ o BN
- - . ‘ »l 4
3 Craft projebt time: 50.min.. ' ‘ » PR
N “ . . \ ’ 4 N
 Jenudyy 15, 1975 - .o R
:\ A ~ . -

The;f:.rst tuenty m:.nu'bes T. vas absorbed in peelmg the 'paper off- the )
L crayons. ‘I‘h:.s was dlff:.cult for lum, g0 he would g:.ve it to me, saying, . . -

. "Do th \iy As soon as the paper from one crayen was peeled, he would

. start anotk}er. T picked a starting place and wobld 'give it to him %o .
v . finish. -Between us we peeled eight cz"ayonSa‘ When he colored, his strokes ’ .
'\

were large marks, going in several directions, outside the lines, He -
needed help in.holding the’ paper flat., He made a few big marks with one
colo'r, then another color, all on top of each other. With each color I

3
said, “‘!ou're coloring green, ! and he hould repeat, "'Ieah, green * But

if T asked what color he was us:mg he did, nat ¥now, the laoel. During -
the peeling and coloring, he stopped every five minutes to watch what
’ -«

the other children were doing: their coloririg was much more controlled v

PR

and they finished §nd‘1éf*q the table a hal? hour before he did. The
- . tgacher 'tina;ly told h;’l.m he <had.to stop for 'm;én, and he didn't want to.
o, ,
. Block ct¥ner, choice time: . 15 min, = - 3 _
G ‘Februaryb,,l;ﬂk . N
: v« . T, was worklng with blocks, ’loadln\bh'em on a small truck and unloading .
* ‘ them on a rag. Arbund him,7 or'8 childgen developed a dramatlc role play.
. They constiucted two wal.led—-:.n "houses." mey came in and out the “door*
pretending t0° visit or t6 be MOy Sy daddys, end babies sleeping on the ,
.' ﬂoor. T. would watch c.hem, and then imita'bed some.of their actions, such
as openlng the’ "door" and gomg 1n. But the children played around him and '
e he didn't, talk to ’chem. whenever a block fell of.f the, "wali" he. atrglghtened

.o them up., #He pretended to go in thé "door" but once inszde, stared at tﬂé '

L
chlldren, and then wert ont again. 'Fne only interaction with other children

_‘(“'
Q (v ". : ‘ 120 . . : -,




2

. - e .
. - »

was a boy pretending to'dri'nk from a "bottle" using a cylinder block, who o

* offered T. a drink. He just looked at him ang, dldn't answer. At another

point a gn-l was ly;Lng down, ac‘taahy sucking”on a small block. He stood

and looked,at her for several minties.- .

Craft project time:: 30 minutes _ . -

.

Aprig- 157 1975 ‘ . b

o

In contrast to the eariiez; observatiocn, T. spon:taneously talked a lot. "

} described.what he was doing: "I'm cutiing ‘this outy" "Ity going to

color this yellow;" "Ity putting pasie on this side." He argued with '
/

the teacher about how the rabbit wou;d be pasted together and did it his

Wway. He agam was the last child 4o i’lnlsh. He %0ld the teacher exactly

" where he wanted it hung on the wall and smiled when it was mmg up: "This

—

. is mine." He also worked ¢.eadily,at the project, and didn't spend :bime

watching the other children. , :

LY
- - . 3
. < a

-

Group play on rug; children reeding stories

April 22,.1975 o

T. now~talks with the other. chddren and asserts himself in :mteractlons.

He emp‘bled a:L'L the books from i{he “arrel and sat in ’. to look at a book.

. He ’soolf turns with another child s:.tt:ﬁ'é in the barrel. o v . ‘-
He talked 'bo me: "These are my new shoes;" “"Thege are my riew pants;"

4

(2%

"This is.my new shirt." He a.n&weréd my question_é: Ty mother goﬂ them,®
i’“ . . ’
’ He read a book shown.ng it to another child: ther child closed the '

b “I‘ ‘% 2
" book but T. kept-opening the book. ‘H . A S@'ﬁra.l. books and brought them

-

v{;”.

..'_

/ to show to -the ch:.ld shgw:mg _g}‘gm*’ 0 e‘p:_ng ﬂm book open vhen the child

‘K’;‘\*“ N
would try to shut d%% .- o o ) '
~C - . -
) \\ LR e S = ¢
RSOOSRt o
« -'N-\ i-{“‘ ‘:\‘ A:‘\*‘u?‘ . .
S TNy
‘ .. :-’ ? N - 4
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Anecdotal reeord: B ’ . -
date: November ~-, 1974 ' ’
child: K. ' '

'

¢ (Ciseneeving corne: with K. I asked her
how things have Geen?? She ansvere+

I pretended to be a neighbor in th
%

t.at tver are just terrible. She can't staa?
it any longgr. The kids are Jus* ter:itile.

Ste nas no roney and she nhas to -
4 -
feed the kids ang buy them new znoes. *

uring tTais.time, she besins to bang

?35 furniture and throw the dress~up clothes zrouni. She picks up one of the

. dolls and begins to hit it. I asked rer ‘o Stop nitting her baby amd to try
to talk nicely to it. She answered that they don't listen. She said that tais
, 5 >

one is the worst one. I asked her why: She znig Jecuuse she hits “he kids

and won't listen to her trother. Sthe .~ 2 piroangd 1 Just don't like her. =~re

said that sometirmes 1 make her s*tan: in the corier or I pu*t her *+o bed. .
told her that I liked her 1it*jle #irl, osut sre 6:ill repliec, "I don't."
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" COOPERATING AGENCIES « ‘ -
. ‘ ‘ -
- . . \
Local
. ) Afro-American Family and Community Services * Chicago, I11inois

Catholic Charitjes Bureau - St. Louis, Missouri

Catholic Charities Bureau, Inc. - Jackson§ille, Florida

Catholic Services Bureau - St. Petersburg, Florida

Catholic Services Bureau - Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

fatholic Services Bureau Miami, F]oqida

Catho]ic Services Bureau Oriando, Florida

Ahildren's Home Society - Jacksonville, Florida ‘ .

»

Children's Home Society - Miami, Florida

Children's Home Society - Orlando, Florida
family and Child Services - Washington, D. C..
 Harlem-Dowling Children's Service - New York, New York

‘ Homes For Black Children - Detroit, Michigan -
feirce-wanuick Adoptiog/Serviée - Washingipn, D. C,. - i
§peﬁc?-Chapin Services to Families and Ghi;dren - ;ew York, New York
: | | )
International ; - - s
Holt Children's Service - Eugene, Oregon , ' o /////
Travelers Aid International Sociél Service - New York, N:f/}éfk

U. S. Catholic Conference Migration & Refugee Service -/N w York, New York .
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