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A nat1onW1de 5urvey of 1493 people teach1ng the' fumanities in '

L56 two-y ar co]]eges--carefu]]y selected in terms of locale, con-
tro], emphasis, size and age--was conducted in spring, 1975 by the
Center fdr ‘the Study of. Community Colleges.
drawn to include proportionate numbers.of bothefull-time and part-
Sponsored by the National Endowment for the !

umanities,\ thé project revealed demographic data as well as atti-

tudes toward students and the humanities, reference,group: 1dent1f1-
cat1on, satisfaction, and preference for further-preparation. In,’
this paper the -foreign Janguage instructors in the sample are com- ‘
. pared with the total group of faculty in art, anthropo]ogy, foreign, -
language, h1story, Tiberal arts/drama, literature, music, ph1losophy,
political sc1ence, re11g1ous stud;es, and social SQ1ence

\t1me 1nstr ctoxgs.

stitued 14%* of the total population' teaching
literature (27%) and history (16%), the foreign/language dinstruc
were the 1argest disciplinary sub-group.
language #n our definition inclludes peop]e teaching En
Language--qcca51ona11y also teach history, 11tarat
social science, but the overlap is 11m1ted
~ degree .in foreign

Tinguistics, and 5% hiStOFY‘:;/;fY/BD.

Of these 210 people, 27
colleges, close,to Z5% of, the totdl group.
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females represent

goes, the largést

. by 15% who are 46-

-0

s

language, 12% indicate

ines, -however,.md

1

disci

ad themselyes’ been st
Unli

The facu]ty sample was .= . .

These 1nstructors—

he total group, as
fbreign language instrucs=

. Males constitute 46% of this group and -
%, while the total is-33% and other disciplines vary
1iterature) fo- 12% (aw/governiment). ‘
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e 76% held their highest -
terature,
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As far as age

C]USter<2%ZZL falls into the.31-35 ye;r range, fo]?owed
"3, -

50, 14% 7

and 12% 5)- 55

wou1d expect that peop]e qn’ fore1gn %angugges wou]d repreSent

6¥. ethnic ‘base . than other disciplines, an ‘this expectation is "
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1 papilation is-91% Cducasian, J8% of the-social scientists are in

Qagpaﬁ“ and 79% of. the. foreign=ranguage.pebple.,

hic&nos backgrounds are designiated by 8% of the p0pu]at1on and "other" ;-
a/'selected by 8%, tbe 1argest 51ngle dﬁsc1p]1ne s0 1ndicat1ng ' ‘

- Mexican/American/ .
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Foreign language instructors .and anthropoT6gists indicated the -
. greatest:percént who claim over.2Q0 books in the.fiome .in which they .
were raised, 43% as contrasted with $8% total. »;genty-six to- 19Q-books
is designated by 24% foreign language people (29% total) &nd 10~200 by
. 16% £20% total). . ' : ' B . .
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‘Experience . . .. . .
. - . - ) - e L /
‘?

- Almost two-thirds of th foreigq lanhguage peob]e hdd ‘functioned:
as,imstructors or adminjétfatoks;in/sgcondhny schools. Of these, 22%
" “had spent 5-10 years at this level; 12%, 1-2 years; and. 8%, 3-4 years.

+And .atmost two-third €laimed no, time ih a four-year college or
_univérsity as instructors or administrafors, beyond the Tevel of ’
teaching or research astistants. One to two years and 5 to_]Oﬁyeérs in
.this capacity were designated by 10% each. Within-any two-year college,
31%-indicated 5-10.years; 19% 142 years; and .T5% 3-4 years and 11-20_
y§arst Whereas 14% of-the foreign language people (104 total) had- worked

iy their current-ifistitution lTess than one year, 34% (42% total) indi- -
cated 5-10 yedrs, 19% 1-2 years (14% total), 14% 3-4 years (17% total),

. and-14% 1T:20‘year§. Sevepty-one percent. of ;the foreign language in-
structors had nop acted as department or division chairpersons, 81% had
not been director of special programs. (such as Ethnic Studies), and 84%
had not held /positiens as administrators. a
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Begﬁésevgf/éﬁgg}é] concern with the stqt@s of doctorate hg]ders)
certaig questions wére asked of the 13%.foreign language in- :
structors who were currently acting as chajrpersons in‘their depart-
ments’ oy divisions. ‘Ihirty~sevengbercent responded-that they had
brevio?&]y employed people with doctordtes (48% total), '85% indicated
no pressure either way to do so (57% total), and 56% said they plamfied »
to so hire (614 total). When asked why they planned ‘to hire or not
hire Peop}e'with’this advanced degree, 19% of the foreign language T~
people (30% total) indicated’ they would "Hire the best person regard-
less¢of degree," the third lowest group so noting. "They are more
- capable/knowledgeablé" was mentioned by 11% of the foreign language
“-respondents’and 15% of the total sample. Interestingly; though,
foreign language people constituted by far the largest group of re-
spondents -(30%) (1}% total) who either responded with a "Don't know"
, orf/failed to.respond to this item. C _

N ) . v . Lo '. ]
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) / When, asked about tﬁEﬁr'prerience with doctorate holders, foreign

- language people were again high in the "Don't know/no answer" category

‘526%, 20% total) but they reversed the patfern when it came to the re-
ponse "They are fine/excellent/good teachers" (30% foreign language,

/




- 245 total).
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Hours Teachlng/Fu11~T1me/qut T1me . N
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Whereds more fore1gn 1anguage 1nstructers tend to spend - 5\5 S
less hours in classroom.inStruction each week, fewer are so involved -

from 19-15 hours. The dip reverts 1tse]£rgt/l§;18/hoyrs and over 18 7

hours when more foreign 1anguagenEggple, engaged in the éﬁassrqom. ,
Eleven percent of the foreign language 1nstructors, as compared with - .
8% total, de91gnafe more than 18 hours.* : ‘ -
. ¢ . . .//

It is. 1nterest1ng to note that fewer fore1gn }anguage instructors .
(60%576% tota]) are caonsidered .to be full-time instructors than any
er of our disciptinary groups. Whether this reflects the 1owered:
incidence of.foreign language in two-year colleges.or some other con- .
dition is open to spseulation. It would be interesting, of courseé,
to compare these f1gUres W1th other-data comp11ed on a national basis, .
but na such’ 1nformatﬁon is ava1]able R " .

]

We do know now, however, that more fore1gn-1anguage people (37“) PR
than the total sample (26%) are employed in jobs ;in addition to their SN
teaching positions at the ‘institution under surveillance’. 0f these, , . g
31% (36% total) are so involved for 1-10 hours, 30% (24% total) for o
-31-40 hours, and T4% each for 11-20 hours((]7% total) and 21-30 hours .
(TO% tota]) . . - - /
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ReferEnce Groups . , L. , R
\ +0f all eight poss1b1e cho1ces, most of the eleven d]sc1p11nary 4
roups rank their. colleagues first as the most useful and students , .
econd.3as "qq,hte useful" sources,oft advige on teachmg Foreign \ =
"language instructors dp differ from the total group in terms of the - . ~~
- 1areas ranked third and down, to eighth. In- descending order, they ~ A
<select as "quite useful® profess1ona1 journals, department chair- '
\' persons; prﬁgramsmgf‘profess1ona1 organizatiens, university profesms-.
™ sors, high school téachers and f1na]1y administration (the last ¢wo
reference groups are ratéd by a]i 1nstructors .consistently with. ;he

total' group). iy ‘;__;_;;;
/

Fore1gn 1anguage jnstructors are much-the same as the .
group when it comes to the number of scho]ar]y journals in their -
dﬁsc1p11nes Slightly moré instructors in this field ) than_the
total group (64%) say they read no professional education jnuﬁnals, -
and these %bndenc1es to:fewer pertain when one, ‘twos“and three journals ‘\ '
‘are indicateds, When it comes to journals-or magazjies of genera% .
interest, even more foreign language (87%) than<total (78%) Fepondents , \
. respond with a “none," and fewer/foPeT’h 1anguage peop]e indicate one
. - and two such-media.




' Facu]ty Development - - ~””"ﬁ“”mmm”5~ﬂ 4

Almost twice as many foreign langiage people (15%)” as the tota]
samp]e (7%) indicate that they are nowworking on a m ter!s degree.
Slightly fewer (21% foreign language, 24% tota g
até. And aga1n only slightly fey d- "yes" when asked whether
professionai.development in- fhe=
uages, ‘86% total),:  Bf these,- 36% of
the fore1gn 1an ] id they would 1ike to enro]] an courses '

rts; 15%, get a master*EAdegree, and 12%, enro]] 1n in-
courses at their co]]eges o )

When these ‘same peop]e were asked what they would do if they had
a free summer, more foreign language instructors than instructors in
_any other of the eleven selected disciplines wrote "travel.” Here 70%
“of the foreign language and 53% of the total group so requnded In
descending order were the following other designated choices: * Meet
classes/do workshops, take classes/study/read, recreation/rest, write
for publication and work on advanced degrees. The percent of-peop]e o)
designating these responses is fairly close to the total group but in
terms of anoth&r choice, "do research," foreign language 1nstructors
(5%) represented\about half the totdl group (9%).

e Asked what type of training they would seek were they to begin N
all over again, foreign language respondents are less likely than

other discipliges to say do same/change nothing (25% foreign ]anguage,
33% ‘total) hg the other hand, more foreign language teachers (12%)

than the tota] (9%) would choose to do more student”teaching and take
more teaching methods courses (13% foreign language, 9% total). Inci-
dentalty, the fore1gnTlggguage peop]e represent the d1sc1p11ne most
11ke1y to choose the"atter A

—

o

The Future [

o

‘.An item in the faculty survey regarding p]ans s both an indi- ~
cator of satisfaction and a key to the future. Like the total group,
foreign tanguage people rank as very attractive a faculty position at

a four—x%gr_gg&igge or university; second, doing what.‘they are presently
doing; ‘third, a $ outs1de the Un1tedetates,—£eurth~‘a faculty - »

position at=another comm
* position in a community or jun coTege; eighth, having no idea; and
. ."*Qagliéﬁ)’ any tposition but the lege in which they are now work1ng
They from.the total group only i rms of their sixth choice -
(seventh for the total), a position in a fessional association; and
w-the”Sefenth (sixth for the total), a non-teaching, non-academic position.
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or junior college; fifth, an administrative -
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Affiliation\ ' .

Foreign language people appear to be muéh 1ike their counter-
parts comprising the total group when it comes to affiliation with
profe551ona1 organizations. A few less. (22%) indicated they are not ..
3 members of a profe 51ona] organization, “and that they had not . '
attended a regional)iational meeting in the past three yedrs (51%4
B " .A few more (94%) report they had not presénted a paper. - Yet, mdre
o foreign Janguage (18%) 'than the total group (16%) sa1d they :
were members of three“professional organizations, and had attended . ' .
one or two reg10na1 or national-meetings. ~0neé er was presented
by about haif as many foreign language people as the~combined popu-
lation. ; _ ’ S S
The way repsondents see “themselves in“terms of various ﬁeference_ L~
groups sis another indicator of affiliation or, as we call the item
delineating relationship, group cohesion. Here there are no surprises;
both the group of foreign-language instructors and the total group of
humani ties respondents rank their-relationship to significant others” in
theiy 11vEs in exactly the same ordery They f1rst select friends and
jéen, in order of 7 ! family, other instructors in their field,
mdst instructors at th&ir sc o1, students, teacher orgapizatiops and ——— ]

last, co]]ege adm1n1stratdn§; . K;&\\SB e

Students :

Fore1gn language instructors are again qu1te con31stent with the )
total group regarding qualities students should gain from a two-yeer -
college education. They rank first, self-knowledge and a persona] ’
identity, then tied for second, knowledge of and interest in commynity
and world problems (second for*total) and preparation for further formal
‘education (third for the total population). Next is knowledge and skills
d1rect1y applicable to student careers, aesthetic awareness, and finally,

. an understand1ng and mastery of some academic d1sc1p11ne--th1s last

option aga1n con51stent with the total samp]e . o -
~ When it comes to the number .of courses foreygn language instructors
‘ think students in two-year occupational, programs should be requ1red to

take, six or more is the number most often indicated. Then, in, déscend-
ing order, follow four, five, three, two, none! and one.

Foreign language instructors do differ considerably from the tot41-

group of humanities people, however, in terms of non-course related =~ ©
.-activities. When asked whether five separate activities offered to stu- -
“dents were too few, sufficient, or too many, foreign language people

fell below the- total in terms of "too fe all five activities.

Accordingly, they fell above the total group interms of the_adequacy

of these attivities. Like the total popu]at1on, owever, more foreign R

language peaple ranked colloquiums and seminars highest in being too
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> . few,. fo1]owed in order by‘c6ﬁzerts and retitals, gxhibits, films, and
1ectures -

A 4

EXﬁ"TTEﬂGe‘\nd Curriculum - - 7{//rf—*"*‘:—-_

\ \:\ . o o
.. 3 Like aT]Jou isciplines, foreign 1anguage ‘inStructors experience: . L.
the humanities othé&r n through their teaching chiefly by attending ¢
art museums,.exhibits, comserts, theatres and films (52% foreign

l;gguage 59% t0ta])  Fewer ndicate reading (47% fore1gn language,
5

total), listening to records’ and~+adﬁo—0r-watch1ng TV -37% ¥oreign
anguage, 21% total), participating in theatre groups, fine arts or
_opera T?%.fore1gn language, 16% total) or engaging in community service
N " and church,work {9% foreign language, 10% total). More foreign 1anguage
3 ) 1nstructors, however, cite attendancé at classes,. lectures or seminars .
‘ (22% foreign language, 19% total), everyday experiences (17% foreign
language, 16% total), talking with peer$ and dssociates (19% foreign
"language, 15% tota]) and trave11ng (19% foreign language, 14% total).

~

Upderstand1ng faculty inclddes also an awareness of the work situ-

. ~ _ation in wh1ch these subjects find themselves. -Therefore, a critical
) item asked each respondent about the change in humanities™instruction )
that had occurred at their colleges in the past seven years. Like al] :

other groups, foreign language people responded that humanities courses
had~been added or 1mproved (21% foreign 1anguage 29% tota]) '
.
When it-comes to the changes they would like to see affected
foréign ldnguage people again are in accord with the total group of re-
spondents. They rang first the addition and/or~1mprovement of humani-

ties courses and next the integration of: human1t1es into interdisciplinary ¢
courses. Somewhat more foreign: lahguage 1nstructors also point to’ more A T

student interest in courses, more 1nvo]vement in classes,, and the re-* L
emphas1s of bagic:skills. . -
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Sgchools : o ' ’ ( . Com -
With the exception “of religious studies peop!e -more , f - 11
language instructors than members of any other d1sc1p1rnary gi&hp in- oo

l *° cluded-in_ this survey are in private schools. This only represents, .
- . 16% of the foreign -1anguage people, however, who by far are working in

public co]leges (84% foreign language, 89% total). Foi 92% 4 90% tota]) .

( " the emphasis is comprehensive rather than vocational/technical (2%) or - )
L.t : liberal arts (5%). For this. field, most of these schvools (49%) were :

. founded from 1960-1969. Nearly as many foreign 1anguage instructors

(42%), however, work-in schools built in 1959 or earlier. The greatest
cluster (22%) of foreign language teachers is found in schoolg with .

5000-7499 students, while ‘only slightly less (18%) are in schools of; _ _

»» 2500-4999 students, and 15% are in 1nst1tut1ons of 15,000 and larger. L .

- h ; [} . A o om
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Most are sindle campus college
structors. ~ -
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In Sum .
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. o
U And so,-qur.profile of people teaching foreign languages in
m.—year colieges_throughout: the }o ntry. What ti#t data do not"
_indicate here are the types of_]anggéégs taught. The most popular
is Spanish with French falling second. “~The classics are hardly
_ever taught in two-year colleges. And many people, especiallyin .
e smal ér coM eges, teach.foreign langdage .in additioh to another
sp cwa'lty. ’,\_ ) , .
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What~T5 -especially interesting is that foreign Tanguage pedp]g,'\;

who comprise the third highest disciplinary. group in our<sample-of = ™

1493 humanities peeple, and-who represent.a broader pthnic and culturai.
. background than mqst other groups’, dre’not very different from theé, total -

- samplé: : LR %
' , .5 X -
-~ v, :
. >

. Florence B. Brawer .
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