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two-year colleges. This paper summarizes the characteristics of 70
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ard part-time faculty. Findings of the survey inclufe: (1) nales
dominated this field (84%) and 100% reported that they. wvere
‘white/Caucasian; (2) ong-third had been administrators or instructors
in secondary schoo ,/1‘ le half had beén administratcrs or
instructors in a f V'ZYQ r college or university; (3) 31% laimed. ta
be working on the "ddctorate, most already possessing the mgster's;
(4) 36% neither subscribed to nor read journals within theilr
discipline, while 77% neY ther subscribed to nor read profegsional
2ducation journals; (5) philosophy instructors rated what they are
presently doing as "very attractive" and second only to a flaculty
position at a four-year coliege or,university; (6) cver 90% had not

. presented papers at regional or national meetings, while over half
had not attended such meetings in thé three years prior to|the
survey; and. (7) philoSophy instructors rated preparaticn fo¢r further"
formal education as the most important function of a’'two-year college v
-education. For the full survey report, see ED 121 358. (JD$)
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In ‘an- atteﬁﬁ"to redress an 1mba1ance between a p]ethora pf

.- material on,teacher characteristics in general and a paucity of data

about people .in specific.disciplines, a nationwide study was conducted

“of 1493 people_teaching the humanities in 156 carefully selected

community£junionr coL]eges Th1s faculty sample was drawn to include
Both- full- and part-time Instructors who .teach in one of eleven disci-
plinary areas defiped as, comprising the humanities--art, anthrope%ogy, ’
foreign 1angque, h1story, 1aw/government Tiberal arts/drama, 11ter—-
ature, musie, ph11osophy, reljgious studies, and"social science. \ Con-
ducted .by the Eenter for .the Study of Community Colleges and sponsored
Ry the National Endowment for. the Humanities, the. project revealed  -—
demograph1c information as well as data about such variables as atti-
tudes toward stJdents and the humanities, sat1sfact1on, reference
groups@ and profess1ona1 affiltiation. . ,

A Lt "

1In th1s sample of 1493 people, ph1]osophy instructors const1tute
one of the smaller groups--70 people or 5% of the total. Despité this”
small’ nopu]atfon hdwever, the careful way in which the" sample was drawn

- suggests that the data are geheralizable.to a much larger population

base Some of these data are presented here in response to such questions

.as"the number of “hours instructors spend teaching, the fields in which

their highest degrees are held, and the proportions of males and females

‘and fu]]/part -time facu]ty - L T

Diversity among the sample is expressed in part by the highest
degrees held. While 69%* pointed to degrees in ph11osophy, 17% held
10% in

education, and 7% in history. Twenty-one percent of these instructors

»

Mg]es odtnumber females twu*fo one in the total samp]e and’
philosophy is still higher w1th 84% males. These instructors spread
fairly evenly across all age groups. The mode~is' 41-45, followed by
(né hundred
percent of” the, ph1losophers claim to- be whate/Cauca51an a tatal equa]]ed

only by the’ re11g1ous stud1es people in.our sample. .
Experience * - s ) ' )

' One-third "of - these ph1losophy people had been 1nstructors o¥. .
*A f1gures are}rounded . ;5% . S .

-
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adm1n1strators in secondary” schools,‘14% c}a1m1ng 5- 10 years “And half: T
) reported they had been -epgaged as adnfinistraters: ar instructors in a . s"
:four-year co]]ege or university beydnd the level of teaching or research o . e
assistant. ~In -fact, they represent the secood Targest group with such *
experience, follow1ng the religious stugie&" people. Within any two-year

ocollege 337 .claimed 5-10 years as instructors and/or administrators™ and L e
- v 11-20. years. Sixteen percent had worked less than one year in their N
current institution (10% total); 36%, 5 10 years (42“ total);- and 20% N |
11-20 years (157 total)’ « S . R
* 5 > " i - ' s e . -
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o One- fourth had had no exper1ence as cha1rpersons of departments - e
or- divisions, and about half of these philosophers wexe acting lngikig - :
capacity at the time they were queried threughfour*Facu1ty Survey. “Two=" .

. thirds reported they had employed peggle,ao;dlng the doctorate but 0ver ’
ten pergent (more thigeanzzotherinjscqplanesothenctha'"TaWngggrnmenfT

,,ﬁ;,iild that as .chairpe §.they had been pressured from administrators.to ¢

not hire people hon1ng,tne doctorate. Thus it 15 not surprising that

on}y 45% said they .planned %o h1re peop]e wﬁth~th1s advanced degree, the

. lowest ™ proport1on of. a11'd1scrp1]nes “Abetrt one- fourth reportedcthat
+ they g@ﬁ]d hire the best person regardless .ef degree, “that pepple with -

doctorates are more capab1e/kn0w1edgeéb1e or that they are the best . -

qua11f1ed personnel. A ® P . o ‘ S
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Teach1ng Hours, Full T1ne/Part T1me “ - oo i Cr- ; t“. ' s f‘\

. “In terms of their weekly c]ass hours ph1Tosophy 1nstruetors are L
~similar to their counterparts .in other fields. About one-third teach 7 A

" 13-15 hours weekly, followed by 10-12-hours for 19%. Yet 16% tedch 3 s
hours or Tess, following only the- religious studtes people and as.com= "

pared with 9% of the tota1 samp]e - s .

r

%,

Over two thirds of the ph1losoph9 1nstructors reported ‘that they T
are full- time faculty members, as compared with three-fourths of ‘the
total sampte. Employed at-jobs in additiod to their teaching gt the_ T e
sampled institution arey 307% of the philosophy peop]e -and .26% of the . L

total population. Most of’ these claim to be work1ng 1-19 hours.week]y,. oo
fo]]owed by 11 -20 and then 37: 40 hours. - ; » . St L
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Reference Brougg e ¥ , . L e R s B

The way one perte1ves var10us groups as sources of adv1ce on- .
teach1ng is & clue to his/her role models.’ In their first three choices .
as "quite useful” reference groups, phw}osophy 1nstructors are exactly
like the total populatioa, ranking, in order;-cotleagues, students, -and
department cha1rpersons In fourth p!ace (f1fth fqr-tota1) are un1vers1ty

e
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. professo}sl‘fo11qwed by professional journals (fourth for total). (In
vt .ov. 'sixth, seventh, and eighth place for both groups are prqgrams of pro-
} fessianal organizations, high school teachers, apd_administrators. | !
? v * . M * » .
i Pt . ¢ ! Lk >
- - Professional Journals . , " : . L '
\V’ T ! ~

.+ . More than faculty in any other field, two-year college philosophy
.instructors are “inclingd to shun scholarly disciplinary journals, ‘36%

reporting they neither subscribe to nor read.such journals.. With pro-

fessional education, journals, more philosophers (77%; 64% total) also

"7 .7 report "none".but when it comes to journals or magazines of general ' N
e ;:7' interest, several giscip]%narylgroups lead philesophy in claiming "none."
/] : ' — B =

S — Professional Development - . — - TR

Ly

3

.+ Although few philosgphy instructors are working on the master's
degree’ (mpst,alreddy possessing this degree),.31% (24% total) claim to
< ‘ be working on the doctorate.. And nearly all (83%) say they would 1ike
Bo take steps toward professional development in the next five years.
. * AS to what steps, the thoicés’of the philosophy ¥nstructors are in .
-, - dccord with the total sample, with about one-third-reporting they, would .
‘. ‘ Jike to enroli-in courses in a university. About half the philosophy o ‘
' instructors and one-third of the total suggest they would like to get .
. ‘ a Ph.D. or Ed.D., aird 9% bhilosophy, 9% total, enroll in in-service ' ~
: "« - courses at their .colleges. .

~ When queried about activities during a free summer,, philosophy - -
-instructors fall considerably behind the total group in terms of
offering "travel" &s a choice, 34% (53% total) so responding. Com- “_ .
‘binations of meeting clasSes/doing research/engaging in.workshops are . —
3 . frequently cited (56% philosophy, 42% total) as are taking classes/ i
- - studying/reading, reereaction/rest, writing for publication, and doing
‘ "n%sfarchu , ' -

-t \ \ .,

’ T e ‘ . : .
= _===here ‘they again to.seek training before starting to teach,
edagtly half of thephitosophers (33% total) report they would do the
Wl '=sgmé/EFEﬁ§é*hothfng. This could be interpreted as indicating greater
) ¥ - satisfaction among philosphy instructors than.any other disciplinary
r -"grogp. . ' - :

$ . b
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v ., 2 Ftve Yeais Hencea, . . T
Satisfaction is also suggested by respohses to one item asking

. : faculty members what they would like to.be doing five years hence. ‘ e

Doing what they are presently doing is suggested first as "very attrac-

tive'" by the philosophy instructors and second by the total group. In

‘. . ‘order of importance, philosophy people next ‘thoose a faculty.position —

\‘Q
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-




~ - . K\
-4- o : . T
» . . hd ~ N
} J . , ’ . )
at a four—year college or un1veFE?%y7—d3EEEui1z:gggftﬁmr7ﬂrinwﬁﬂﬂaz—~.
community ‘or junior college, a school outside the United-States, » DS
‘non-teaching, non-acadeiic position, an 5dm1n15trqt1ve position in a "\%-»ﬁh\

community or junior college, a position in a profeszional association,
any pos1t1on +but one at their co]]ege and, last, "have no 1dea ! -

Lo Affiliation ' - . : _ R
N : .

In regards to -membership in profess1ona1 associations, phjlos-
ophers are at the. med1an with about ane-fourth indiicating no member-
ship. In the three years previous to responding to the JFaculty Survey,
over half said they had attended no regtgggl>or national meet1ngs
Even fewer people presented papers:-in fact, over 0% h11osophy T
and total respondents 1nd1cated no ., such presentat1ons

-

- Another 1nd1cator of aff111at1on is a group cohe51on score wherein
respondents perceive themse]ves in relationship to certain key groups.
In this respect philosophy “instructors are not .too different from. their
co]leagues in other.fields in the way ‘they rank-order their relationships
with those significant others who are ofifered as choices. At the same ¢
time, while the patterning is close, their mean affiliation scores fall »
vgomewhat beTow the total group. In order of affiliation, philosophy -
“instructors rank friends, most instructors at their schoo], other An-
structors in their fjeld, fam11y, students, collegé administrato
.teacher organizations.

» ‘' . >

, and

Students

.

When asked to rate the qualities they feel students should gain
from a two-year college education, philosophy people differ from the
v tota] group in all.but one instance. In order of preference, they rate
.~ -as "yery. important" preparation for further formal education, self-

) " knowledge/personal identity, knowledge of and interest in community and
worid prob]ems, know]edge and skills directly app116221e to their
careers, aesthetic awareness, and last for both grou an understanding

¢ ) and mastery of somte academic discipline. ) : ‘

-

v . But they.rank in much “the same’manner as the“other d1sc%p11nes
the nupber of humanities courses they think students 1n6two-yEar -0ccu- 1
"pational programs should be required to take. In order’of choide, these ,

) are six or more, four, three, five and two tied, none, and one. And . v
when it comes to humanities activities in other than course-related —
presentations, once more philosophy instructors agree with the total -
group, this time finding colloquiums and” seminars ‘particularly lacking.

s Although they also find lectures "too few" they rate all other choices

of fered as more sufficient than few--exh1b1ts, concerts and recitals,

‘"-\J MNMN“::j&ﬂd films. - . : - .
SE— T N ﬁ )
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F— "' \\\\\_ n\dgkeg, they experience the human1t1es other thap thraugh
if*_*___?_:Z:::ZIEEIE_gégggéﬁpeach1ng philosophers first cite reading, followed by
BE wigitin -museums/attending shows/exhibits/concerts/theatne and films.
AAAAA € xt rank everyday experiences, then talking with peers and associ-
ates-and attending c]asses/]ectures/sem1nars

h\“mkﬁh\§*§\§ As fOﬁ»changes that had occurred in humanities 1nstruct1on at “‘*~\\\\\\\“\\N

5§>the1r colleges .in- the past seven years, philosophy instructors are in
accord with all ather™ greups by -desighating added/1mproved humanities
courses. This is also tﬁgkchange that 24% (about one-fourth tptal)
suggest they would 1ike- to see effected, ¥ollowed by integrating humani-
ties into interdisciplinary courses <46% phitosophy, 14% total).

\ / ™ ) N ' R
™~ The Colleges : —_— N :

N == — - * .
Almost all of the ph11osophy instructors (91%)\\\‘0up\sgmp1b C.
teach in public colleges that ‘are comprehensive, built chiefly in 1959
or earlier, followed by 1960-1969. The largest clustering of instructors
in this discipline is in schools of 2500-7499, folTowed by 15,000 and "'\\\\\\\\;\\\
larger, and 5000-7499. Single campus colleges account for 61% of the <
philosophy people (70% total), multi- campus—-34% philosophy and 26% total,
and two-year d1v1s1ons of four-year co]]eges 4% philosophy and 5% total.

e

~
In Sum

—— ' As with the other disciplinary groups, philosophy c1a1m3\hnstruc- B
T tars _who are preponderantly like instructors in other fields but who
also differ in certain variables. More males dominate this field and
all aré white/Caucasians. A sizeab¥e number had spent time as 1n§truc- A A
- tors or administrators in four-year colleges and universities while few .
~had had such experiences at the secondary-school level. They tend not p

tossubscribe to and/or read journals within their discipline or p?o- -
fessional education journals. A sizeable number claim to be wor ng on
their doctorate and many seem to be satisfied.with continuing thei

' present work five years hence.

e - Florence B. Brawer -
1976 ‘ -
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