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. INTRODUCTION . = .

. The researchers of reading, working at the research institited of '
. librarianship in socialist countries, met in Budapest between October .15-18, .
1974. The conference was oréanized'by the Centre for Library Science and
Methodoldgy at the Natlonal Széchényi Library. Researchers from 8 coun-
‘tries presented the results of their empirical - sociological, psychological
- and pedagogical - research in five (Subject areas:

~

Library and society
Library and social strata
The effect of the Library" A o,

Thg, reading of educational literature
. THhe reading and reception of fiction

’
. ..

ml—\s,amr—

, 22 papers submitted in advance were orally supplemented and discussed at
the conference, . \
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IRCZ, Péter /Representative.of the Mini of Culture in Butlapest/ .

| 1 .
/It was Mihdly Vérosmarty, the great Hungarian poet, a contempo-
rary of Sdndor Petdfi, who put the question like this: "Can Books make the
Wprld step forward?" The ansyer he gave some 130 years ago whs of course
inthe affirmative, but, owing to the social inel ualities, he could not hope
for a general con ation. In our time, thanks to the socialist revolution,
the social transformation, aud the realization of the' cyltural revolution,
e - along with{ts main offspring, book p ting - became public prop-
. Seeing that reading has become a mass henomenon, it deserves a sci-
! entific investigation.' As it is known, the rapid growth of the mass media has

not shattered the "Gutgpberg Galaxy"; it is just the use of leisure time that

i became more richly varied. ' ‘ ' '

-Sclentific activity in this field must first of all be extended to an
invegtigation of the social laws of rqading, and|of the readers’ béhaviour
and reading habits, In Hungary that kind of work began comparatively late;
none ithe less, the little team in charge of the résearch boasts with good a-
chievements by now, v

LY
i - T consider it as a most important fact that our achievements con-
cerning the résearch of the reading of the workil g classes did not remain
dead material: they have been realized in genergl measures, too, Conclu~ .
sions drawn from the facts gained through reading researches have been
taken into accoynt by the Central Committee of the Hungarian Socialist
Workers’ Party, as it is shown by the text of th Party’s resolution on gen- .
eral education, published in summer, 1974.. . -

Escarpit has also acknowledged the out tanding achievements of
reading research exﬁfns working in the socialisy countries. A hard-won
prestige, however, involves obligations, too. ‘Frém a Marxist’s point of
view, research and itg product cannot bé contrasted to adaptability, To
bring an example: so far, we succeeded in drawing a map of the surface of
reading, but we have not S&et completed our geological map. We know the ;
amount and the kind.of various people’s readings, |but we know much less

- about the individual reader’ s.reading efficiency, and about all the "Why"
uestions in general. We must admit, at the same time, that, in spite of-all
the achievements of reading on a mass scale, there have remained some
, Dbroblems in popularizing reading, At the time of a $upervision of Hungarian )
schools, carried out by the.Huhgarian Socialist Workers’ y, some of
the participants emphasized the problem, that teachf:rs alor%tly,are -
not able to carry out the whole work of popularizing reading. Th as why
the question of school-libraries gained prominence,|and that is .. y we took
up the idea of summer reading-camps for the young, ; : .
. ) £

v
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As for the grown-ups, we have put.an end to illiteracgyburt there a
still lots of peoplé who know no more than the very foun s of reading
and writing. Working out'efficient methods for spreadi ‘g‘and popularizing -
reading.is another task for researchers, Investigating Teading is in fact
nothiig else than inve stigating a* section of reality itself. )

. ~ Lo

\  Pesides research interests, we mu\st satisfy expectations in cultural’ -
policy too. Our research teams also perform a role not negligible in gadre-
training. The originally little team has by now grown into a. biggish research
organization. Discussion of research methods and achievements is of utmost *
importance; our conference here will perhaps offer new opportunities in this
field. Another topic of common interest is the investigation of connections
hetween the efficiency and the expenses of research work. Obviously, the
more widespread a research volumen is, the more expensive it, must be.
Expectarions are increasing and this in itself proves that reading research.
has grown up; therefore it must face all the consequences arising from it. A
general mistake of ours is that not enough effort is taken, for a sufficient pop-
ularization of our achievements. The members of the conference are expected
to submit proposals in this respect, We are expecting proposals for a com-,
prehensive organization of the international cooperation, too. A cooperation .
' of that kind would be of unique significance within the ever widening cultural
- relations of the socialist countries, ‘
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KOLODZIEJSKA, Jadwiga B
'THE ROLE OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES = .

: IN THE POPULARIZATION OF READING
5% - . B B ) ’ ™ .

A . v

4 ' An attempt to define the role of public libraries as-regards the op-
ularization of reading can only be a formal process,” and that for sevekal .
reasons; ' : '

] 1. Reading is a.social process-and a’s such is subjected to%a number

. of historical and chntemporary conditionings,, . ' o -

) 2. The foundations for reading are being laid mainly at home and at
. - &chool outside the library institutions, s - ’ :
/ 3. A varid®® of libraries /schdol, university, specialjzed/ as well as
public libraries edycate the péople through contact with printed texts,
" 4. Reading may be realizeq not-only in libraries byt al'sg through book-
shops distribution of reading matter, subscription .and by borrowing books
from acquaintances, = - - . a

. 4o [
. Outside these factors - which éutﬁz il possibilities to make public li-
brarigs exclusively responsible for the pg
" .also other factors dependent on the lbrary itself. To these direct, complex
- factors, which promote the development of reading, the following are related:
"-'the organizational shape of the network of public librarieg, !
. - their cooperation with other libraries as well as cultural or &duca- .
tional institutions, ) -
- th structure of book collection and the principles of book publish-
ingd, .
- the forms of the popularization of books, the professional qualifica-
tions of librari_es, etc, ~

1

‘ The organizational aspects in the activity of public libraries are deep-
» ly connected with the historical, political, economic and cultural circum-
stances of various countries., If we declare that public libraries help elimi-
nate illiteracy, we are aware of the fact thdt their activity can be effective
- only in certain political, social and cultural conditions, Within public libras
* ries the principle of frée access to the bookshelves ig widespread throughout
- most.of the country. Hence free access should be ensured to all the book col-
lections of librariess, enabling all the citizens tg develop their individual in-
terests in reading. Thus, it seems to us that librarians should concentrate
" especially on those social circumstances which exert a decisive influence on
- the scope of the social functions of books and which should also exert it ing
fluence on the general and special prirciples of libraries, The difficulties in

Bularization of reading-- there are

the popularization of reading in public libraries are closely connected with ,

i v the lack of homogeneity of characters of libraries. Whed we speak about :
school libraries or specialized professional ones, we have in mind institutions
which, 1o a smaller or greater extent, serve certain specific communities,
made up of school youth or specialists, The definition public libraries em-

v c e -

e 11 “
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. . siderable’pgrcentage of people did not read at all,, @ K

» ’ 4 .
- S . : o
- . & .
brace's in‘our times such rurgl libraries as well which serve only several .
hundred readers. At the same time it embraces also the New York Public Li- |
brary, one of the largest in the world, which has 4,5 million volumes and
- 25,000 current periodical titles, and sgrves the whole academic world.

A diffeldentiationyof the ‘social range of influence exerted by public li-

. braries is the main fedture which sets them apart from other libraries, the
-principle of universalism in giving access to their collections, though the
connections between public libraries and phenomena occurring in science
and technology are beéing thrown into relief more and more and much points
to the fact that they will gain momentum. In countries like the United:States,
Great Britain and the Soviet Union libraries are more and more connected
with the national library and information system, too - especially the system,
of scientific and techaical information - as well as the collection of technical
literature and renderihg services for industrial and trade institutes and the
specialists of various branches of science. The public library as a bridge
betweeri the world of technics and the humanitiés is adopting piore and more
distinct organizational forms in our times, though the process of these tran$-
formations often caused conflicts and is not clear and obvious to every libra- .
ry. The more so, since, in addition to the necessity to develop services for -
scientific and fechnical groups, the®public libraries are more and more of-
ten #gcluded in organizational forms, the purpose of which is the develop-
ment of mass cultire. The growth of ilye role.of the .state in the development
of culture and the planning of stience is just like in the general educational -,
and cultural programme. General educational ‘activities and cultural ‘agtiv-
ities are created by the governments of various 'courtries. ’ , '

The dynamigc development of public libraries and reading in the second -

half of the 19th century were accompanied by intensive defiographic, indus- °
trial and educational development. According to D.:Riesman’s opinion, de-
velopment was most outstanding in the United States where the development
of trade, trandportation and services bécame predominant, It created condi-
tions for the development of a consumer society and contributed to the initial
demographic decrease., The development in the field of the productive and
technical possibilities of the printed word was so large-scale that a surfeit
of the pyinted word was beginning to be felt - this, of course, refers tQ
children’s environment in the first place - as well as a surfeit of mass me- -
dia. These observations are in accordance with the results of polls.cSnduc-
ted among readers. The polls conducted in the United States and Great Brit-
ain revealed a decrease in the traditional interest in books, moreover a ¢on-

‘ ¢ ) . . ) ]

According to the reading survey in Italy, 1962, 40 per cent of adults

either never used to read or had stopped reading.

v

AccSrding to the results of the survey in Hungary, 1964, 39,4 percent

of a total of 2,777 people did not read. e - .
In Slowakia, 1970, 21,2 percent of the sampled people did not read.”*
The French Institute for Public Opinion Polls found'in 1967 that 53 © K

percent of 6,865 people did not use any literature at all. ’ : SR

9 h

+ Clovek a kniha, Bratislava 1972. S. 19. S
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The sjtuation is the %ame in Holland as well, where 40 percents of .
the respondenfs in 1960 admitted that they did not like to read,* :

In Poland, the Central Statistical Office conducted a survey of this "
kind in 1§/2 which concentrated on the ext p to which the population con- '
sumed cultural goods. The number of peop &)in the sample was 25,539 the
lower age level being 15, According to the information revealed by the data
39,5 percent of all the réspondents did not read a single book in 1972 while
only 5,8 percent did not view television. ** Poland is still far from satis-
fying the needs regarding books, newspapers and periodicals. Qther ‘socdial

' reasons, characteristic of. socialist ‘countries, exist besides which try to
resolve the problem of mags trepding, especially in the countryside where as
many as 56,7 percent of adults of various trades did not read a single hook, ~
At the same time, thigiproportion was 26,4 perdent in towns, All these fac-
tors point to the fact that educational level of rural population i$ lower .than
that of urban population, theorganization of work is still far below the pre-
sent level, It is at the expense of free time, of course, in the countryside’, R
Those people who work in the industry work even in«the fields in addition to R
travel and work at their working places, These reasons ab&ve all exert an o,
influence on the popularization of reading culture among rural population, s
. . % “ B -

, L : .

.. In our opinion the perspectives for the development of general educa-’
tion are the following: more opportunities myst be provided in villages apd
towns for reading the level of which must be raised. - e

" On October 13, 1973, the Seym /Parliament/ of the Polish People’s
Republic adopted a resolution c#ncerning the national educational system; -
Universal secondary school education in a general 10-year secondary gchool
must be provided for every gitizen, Besides, the programmes of institutions
of higher education must be changed as well 48 the possibilities of higher e
ducation must be broadened, Mewch attention rust be devoted to centers of
permanent education as well as those institutions which promote a variety of =
forms of individual self-education, Also the public libraries belong to the
latter, Our decision to treat public libraries gs an integral part of the en-
tire educational system within the cauntry'is fully justified since they exert

. their influence on two thirds of the citizélis who in their responsés stressed

« their contacts withbooks, This means that mainly in big-city centres only
few readers sutisfy thejr reading requirements by buying books or acquiring
them from other sources, .

o Children and youth cénstitute a very large perceéntage of readers in
. libraries. Their interest, in reading-and activity &ome to an end after gradu-
ation from school, they become estranged from books, The development of
the school network creates undoubtedly fertile ground for the development of
readingg but does not bring it about automatically, R, Escarpit confirmed
that the lost of active contact ‘with books among adults takes place at.school
or even egrlier in the family, "The problem of reading habits is being sol-
ved", writés the author of The Revolution of the Book "actually already in

- .

AN

+ R.Escafpit: Reading habits and book hunger, Courier Unesco
1972, January.

++ W, Lagodzinski: Uczestnictwo w kulturze,
Wiadomosci statystycedd 1974, nr, 1,
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the nursery school." As was stressed time and again, the child who-comes
across the book for the first timewhen starting school, usually connects
the habit of reading books with the school. If the child has trouble with
learning or it does not satisfy him, this may discourage the child to learn
and he stops regular reading as soon as he leaves school. Thusy it is ex-
tremely important that the book should reach the ghild before schgol age
and form an integral part of its everyday occupations and games..

)

. . ' . .
Escarpit’s observation is correct, nevertheless it seems that a radi-’
cal division line is drawn between spontangous reading /poetry or othe‘r/

and what is obligatory in school. This is felt especially by those children

who hdve already been accustomed to books at home. The habit of buying .
books for small children has become mdfe widespread especlally in villages
only since the existence of People”s Poland. Nevertheless, the institution,
‘which-teaches the majority of children and maintains the relation between’

" them and reading and stimulates varioys kinds of interest in them is the
‘school. Institutionslized reading at school is of obligatory nature it is the

most necessary didactic process. But there alwys exists the danger that
children will not bé interested in reading poetry. These processes must be
r2flected in the work of libraries. 3 ' ’ -

* ¢ Children and young pepple account for almost half of the reading cli- -
entele in public libraries. In 'some countries this percentage is even higher,
e.g. in the United*States. According to the sirvey conducted by L.A. Mar-
tin in Chicago, 1962, 62 percent of all the registered-readers were under-
20. Almost half of the young peoplé /4&,3 percent/ were secondary school
pupils and students of higher schools? ¥ A part of the ¢hild readers ip the
Chicago Public Library also told that 550 primary schools.ii'this gity had
no organized school libraries. In this situation the publi¢ libraries have to
perform these functions until the time the school libraries have reached an
appropriate, organized level, ' .

o

. -  According to 1971 statistical data in Poland youth ¢onstituted 52,7 :

percent of the total number of the readers in the public library networks, T,
In citieg such as Warsaw, Lédz, Cracow, Szczecin and  Lublin the structure
of library readers is similar, Young people, mdinly university ahd high )

- gchool students, prompted by the organization of their own schools, ge sions

examinations, holidays, determine the thythm of the work performed by'pub-
lic |ibraries. Hence one of the fundamental dilemmas in the organizatiom of
con&\mporm’y libraries is to maintain the balance between the needs of those
who are studying and the requirements of the urban population in general.
lgnoring the fact of the insufficient equipment of school libraries and their °
poor supply with books, children and young people go to public libraries ac-
cording to their interests. The surveys revealed that obligatory school *
reading matter and the material the children read was not the same. Thede-
velopment of the imagination, sensitivity, dreams of adventures are satisfied

+ R, Escarpit: op.cit.

++ L.A, Martin: Library response to urban change. A study of the Chicago
Public Library. Chicago, 1969. s

+++ Biblioteki publiczne w biczbacj w 1971 r. Warszawa 1972.
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main: v be Ubraries, The function'of
school libraries must be considered in this context; s the school library ob-
liged to perform this task as well as to provide opportunities for spontaneous
reading? l '

-

At present the second function is being performed by public libraries.
Therefore they may be treated as institutions which CArTy out permanent . .
education in a variety of forms, which effaces the division line between \

school and extra-curricular studies, Thus, everybody may add to his know-
ledge and refresh it at every stage of his life, Accordingly, those guiding
principles must be drawn up on the basis of which the.mutual refations be. '
tween mainly school and public libraries may be established, - :

. . &
Workers account for 10,9 percent of the reading clientele in public
libraries. The situation is not much better in this respect in other countries,
Reading habits among workers in Great Britain are also rather limited, des-
pite the fact that {n this country librarianship and workers'’ movement go
cack to the remote pdst, According to surveys, conducted by B, Luckham,
' skilled workers ciccounted for 16 percent of the total number of readers of *
. public libraries,” Surveys conducted among boys attending a vocational
school in Great Britain revealed that in many workers’® families reading was
' still treated as a loss of time and not a real ecessity of life, ™ That {s why
pupils, above all boys.rarely visit booksheps though booksellers organize
even exhibitions and visit schools as well, It results from these and many
other facts that the popularization of reading, {s-very significant in eve

Ty ,
‘context, It is similarly significant to fulfill the conditions of accessibility in
secondary and high education. - )

In addition to education, an extremely {mportant factor which promotes
reading is the modern organization of work, which brings in its wake the de-

velopment of professional management, the necessity to raise qualifications v )
as well ag the reduction of the simplest forms of physical works. Profession- b
al skill can be increased only where the modernization of industry.is not a 5 "

mere glogan but reality, A, Gladysz wrote: "Technical, economic and soctal ~ .33 )
reality in many production -enterprises still is far ff?ln the ideal or for the
" time betng far from fulfilling thege agpirations,.." It follows from the
*foregoing that the activity of the public libraries must be made effective, It
must be cffective so that work of.libraries should be connected with broader
!+ « social motivations that will promote the cultural activation of individuals and
.entire groups, Criteria of professional promotion must play the role of pri-
mary stimulation in this process. They will give preference to efferts to

raise certain qualifications, the undertaking of further studies and a raising
of the general cultural level, N

.

# 3 3
'

+B. Luckham: The Library in Society. London 1971. p. 26.
» . + ) ~

++P.H, Mann - J. Burgoyne: Books and reading., Londan,
1969. p. 76. : !

\+++ A, Gladysz: Robotniczy a ksiazld‘.

A r

Katowice 1972, p. 76.
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The results of swrveysigonducted in vari fiélds are the following:
different language courses - akso because of the iroxgeése of possibilities to .
travel abroad - are very popular, e.g. learning Russian and English.
In other words public libraries will achieve positivé results in the ~ *

popularization of reading only if reading will constitute a so¢ially functional ‘

value for individuals and groups..Namely, reading considerably differs from

the reception of contents. As A,Kloskowska states, reading sigiiifies con-

‘'scious participation in gulture of all those to whom cultural activity has be-

come an absolute need.’ The broader the social scope of such participation, .

the closer tlie implementation of the model of ,socialist culture, destined for

the thinking, reflective individual, the possession of general and professional

knowledge, sincerity, complete mastery of the mggher tongue as welPas the

.“. knowledge of important foreign languages. He is awdre of the place of his

country and the appropriate ways of its development, aware of the history
and culture of his countrv, " B : :
The mass media, television, -radio and film, are most significant
for the dissqminatior of science and raising tie educational level of the broad .
masses of the population. Many successful attempts to utilize television and . - °
radlo to arouse various interests have been made. But this does not mean
that television and radio can #eplace books and become the main culture-cre-
ating element. "It should be borne in mind that books contain words which,
in certain conditions of poetic creativity, are also images. Thus, between
the .image conjured up by a book and the image one sees on the screen thare
is no basic difference, and actually only one, but a very essential one, be-
cause the image on S’he screen does not leave any freedom to the imagination
. =1t is what it is, "‘f Several important surveys testify to the fact that read-
ers are the exclusive consumers of the radio and television culture because
radio and television treat different sacial, local, professional problems and
their critical influence is greater, *** This i9 a statement extremely impor-
- -, tant for libraries. One of the conditions for the popularizgtion of reading a-
‘mong the population is the expansion of the library networks.

. . 1fwe are 7o characterize libraries according to the roles they
, played irr the popularization in reading and the nesults they achieved, this is
* primarily dependent on the gpatigl extension of a wide library network. On
this aspectsurveys were-conducted among others in the United States, Great * *

T Britain, Italy and Pbland, too. In the Polish countrysidé those who live far-
ther away.than 3 km from a'library stml do not visit it. The majoygity of .
readers live within a radius of 1 km. ¥1t'follow:s from this that the library N
network must be expanded with a view to make it advantageous for every read-
er., This was realized well by Séviet librarians who set up smallar libraries
even in’the smallest .settlements in the twénties. Some librarians are inclined -
- to assume that the growth of #i:number of readers is primarily dependent:én

- the spatial extension of the library network. Naturally this-is only one df the  *

~ many reasons, lf does not s¢em us less important that librarians sh&tﬁd-p’fi}qy,-, ‘
. + A, Klaskowska: Powszechnosc i piekno. "Kultura™ l96§. ‘ar, 8. T
++A.Moravia:  The Image and the World. Courier UNESCO 1972.Janyary
+++ B, Luckham: op.cit. .o ' : '

.

++++], May - ]J. Wolosz: Charakterystyka obslugi bibliotecznej gromedy.
Warszawa 1966, :

. o
" '
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more attention to. the lending and the u Actually, the Principles of lending
books have not changed for years. The oldest and most universal form is
lending out books to be taken home or reading them in the reading room, In
both cases the redder is compelled to g0 to the library for the book. In rural
communities or the outskirts of cities this problem is more grave due to the

distance to be covered, N

For lack of the appropriate resources the public libraries are unable
to satisfy increa$ed requirements. More contacts ought to be established
with other types of libraries. The up-to-date transformation of the internal
organization of the library should increase the possibilities. the popularization
of books within the library to a great extent, Work must be organized betier{
such library procedures like classification, cataloguing and lending must be" -
accelerated in order to allow more time to care for the reader, to give in-

formation quickly and accurately and, last but not least, for the self-educa- L -

< The improvement of library services depends on thezu{liﬁcatwn of '
librarians, The professional training of librarians is still q problem to be
solved, therefore library and research centres should contribute to its so-
lution. All the efforts for the organizational consolidation of public libraries
should be aimed at the popularization of reading, at the creation of condi~
“tions in which the socially universal aspect and intensity in reading would be
the criterion for the level of socialist culture in our country,

‘ e ) _
f \‘\
W ADDITIONAL STATEMENT SN

<

. « \ .
”I‘hose who know my paper will perfiaps cons der me a'pessimist
in valueing the present state of libraries, My pessimiam, v
course nbt wholly genuine. Every library has gone thro
tional process in history. When emphasis on the signili >dugeation
became more apparent, the social role of dibraries aisp chanzed. Today- fifty
" percents ol the bobk-reading public are young people. This being the case
in public’ libraries, one may aseums that mchoal libraries do not work prop-

erly. B follows that spontansous interests of Qur children must be satisfied
in public libraries, In small towns and villages their tasks are increased
/ even ‘supplying malerials thqt are needed for the course of schoal edu-
cation ’ (compulsory’ and“\home readings).
i , - Adull people Visit public libraries to o Jlesser extent. My calleagues
’ will give the reasons’ for it: my intention was to say some wards gbout
- prganizational questiony in wy paper. : -
. Puhlic litraries undertake several pedagogical duties, too. For the
umcbdrg.theymbut.unabletocopowithsomanyhsla.l‘l‘ho best so-
lution would be, first of ‘al, an intensive develbpment of the kchool Ubrary
system; there a most favourakle Spportunity offers itcelf for establishing an
: immediate ond organized relation ‘with the children and the youth, the book-
e reading public of the Future. ’ . g
Lately an' ever increasing number of young people asked for the
help, of the informative services of the public and reference Llibraries: it js.
ngarent that lbraries must adjust themselvés to the changed demands, '

.
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WALIGORA, Johanna oo .

-

* ADULT USERS OF THE SERVICES OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES
IN THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC '

A . ) 3
S

INFORN'EATION ON 'IZH\E:}»QUIR‘Y
™~ , The results reviewed here'are based on a research study that was
carried out by the Zentralinstitut fir Bibliothekswesen, in*1970. The aim of
 the inquiry was a qualitative analysig of the demands directed to public libra-
. ries, The inquiry did not aim at finding out the potential demand for library
"services in the population as a whole. We wanted to know, however, what
section of the society in the present period of development went to the libra-
ries with their.demands and at what kinds of literature and services .these
demdnds were directed, ’

Al

Theﬁata of the study were collected by means of the general recording
of library use in nine medium-sized libraries during one calendar week: main
libraries of district towns of different size /about 5-50,000 inhabitants/
showing far-reaching similarities with-regard to the composition of the col-
lections and the services rendered, The towns were identified by means of |

. a controlled random sample, Any user who visited the library during the pe-

. riod of the inquiry was given a questionnaire the moment he left the library.,.
The questions related to the borrowed' literature, the purpose of borrowing,
the services made use of, All the libraries undar survey had open access
shelves and only small closed collections:, if at all. Moreover, there were
no reading rooms in the libraries in question, vet they had to offer other
recreation and work facilities within the open accegs area.

LY
RESULTS - &

a/ During the period of the inv‘estigation *here. were 1,86 library ac-

tivities per user in the premises of the libraries /this figure does not include

. the activities "book return’ and "book charging"/.. This average varies large-
ly among the different user groups. Most activities were carried out by pu-
pils /2,11 activities per head/, apprentices /2,08 per head/, professionals

, /1399 per head/ and students /1,92 per head/. The lowest values were
scored for non-working groups pensioners 1,5 per head/, housewives

/1,65 per head/. The, different modes of behaviour became clear éven through
these quantitative results. ', ’ :

Now we shall consider a group of activities that we shall describe as
“active library use"., Such activities imply more familiar relations to liter-
ature and libraries and simultaneously tend to an extensive use of the serv-
ices rendered by the library. These groups include the following activities:

2
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/T'have/ ‘ : .
- used the catalogues

- placed an order for interlibrary loan, v -

- made inquiries gbout new library materials, ’

- asked for information, ‘ , . .
- used the reference collection, g B
- reviewed periodicals, . e - v
- read over an article, . . L9 , -
- reviewed books, -7 ’
- worked with the literature in the liBrary for a time, - °

- These items record a total of 0,77 activities per head. What aboyt the pro-

N Tq

»

. portion of other user groups? i , .
" "Active library use" and user groups by occupation are the following:

workers/clerks 0,74 activities per person '
.professionals . 1,00 AL L ,r
students . . 0,90 - '
_ apprentices 0,91 -
pupils ' -1,06 -
dusewives 0,41 - " . .
ensioners 0,34 - "o

The highest level of activity is shown.by individudls engaged in edu-
cation and by members of the intelligentsia. It is not necessary to list the
figures by age-groups to prove that "active library use" decreases with
age, The classification by educational levels yields similar results;
finished = 8th grade i 0,48 activities per person : o
" loth _.‘n - 1’98 . P . . . ‘ .
" 12th-- "o L. 0’95 " X
The extraordinarily high proportion of secondary schodl students
from the lower grades /ten grades/ shows that many users stil] go to school,”
The respondents had been instructed to mark the educational level they strive
to reach and will certainly reach, Both the keen interest in literature and
the higher amount of leisure time might play a role here,. Moréover "active
library use" is important for the classification of users by adult education’
" activities outside their jobs:

correspondence students +0,96 activities per person
evening school students - - 0,90 - "-
continued professional training 0,89 .". . ‘

Obviously there is heavy "active library use” in all the groups en-
gaged in educational activities. The correspondence students are supposed
to be skilled workers, i.e. the members of the working class,

b/ Catalogues. Every library with a full-time librarian is obliged to-
kedp ward catalogues /alphabetical, systematical and titles/, The present
inquiry did not examine w h a t catalogue had been used but if catalogues
as$ a means of orientation had been used at all. Altogether a total of 9,9 per- B
cent of the sample indicated catalogue use, It is dmracteristic,g’rhat usgers )

marked this item, ‘ ) "
Catalogues were used mostly by
~ Percentage
students - 19,5 % : :
apprentices 14,6 cy
» 14-15 years old : 15,3 .- ‘g ' .
18-25 years old . 13,7 Pl « .
12th grade : ~15,2 =¥ . o .
correspondence students . 13,7 . .
21
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_Zatalogues were used less by

Percentage
over 65 years. ’ '
55-60 years old . 2,3 g
60-65 years old 2,8

These results correlate t’o the similarly low values of housewives
and pensioners. ° ' .

Catalogues are used preferably by young people and those who are

" engaged in education while non-working groups and older people are less
active. We have to consider the following explanations of this fact:

- an educational situation or the cultivation of special interests re-
quires a complete record of the collections, The open access shelves which
are never complete do not meet the demands of a purposeful selection of ma-
terials. : ’ .

- young people had been acquainted with catalogues through system-
atic introdugtions to library use. Moreover, it might be expected that young
people rather take pleasure in searching by themselves and sélf-orientation,

- it ought to be asked whether other means of information on the col-
lection than stationary card catalogues could better meet the demands of
user groups which do not lock for the literature deliberately.

* The following conclusions for practical librarianship ought to be

staken into consideration:

- what means of information on, thé collections are necessary. to
meet different user needs? : '

- what measures could be taken to introduce users better to cata-
logue use? T : . S

- how coyld these groups of the population, which need a complete
record of the library collections, be won as library users? ‘e

«¢/ Consultation and reference service in the library. In this field
there are totally different relations among the different user groups than in
catalogue use, ' : :

The two items °

2 1 consulted a librarian in selecting literature, and - :

» ~ 2

- - 1 used the reference service .
were included in the questionnaire in different forms because they refer to
two different kinds of services. s’ . »
A totai“of ’ - ‘

27,1 percent of the users consulted a librarian, and
11,8 percent of the users the reference service. i
Thé number of users having a conversation with the librarian for consulta-
tion is thus much higher than the number of users marking the item "refer-
ence”", - - . -
Now we shall combine both values to identify the total volime \or personal .
* services: b, o

The librarian was most often consulted by the following:

. Percentage T .
evening school students 50,4 : . '
- correspondence students 47,8
60-65 years old 47,6
.above 65 years = - 44,3 .
" less than monthly -~ . 49,1
use library only if required 46,1 e

22

. 2’0




LN
.

, and vist the Iibrary seldom or only if required,

The Ubrarian was consulted less by the following

. Percentage
puptls ™~ . . 35,2

14-15 years old, . - 35,4

use library fortnightly 35,2

living within a distance of ' .
5<15 min, 35,7 - .

It i3 easy to explain why individuals who visit the library seldom and
only if required consult the ltbrarian more frequently than individuals who
live nearby and come more frequently, The latter do not always ficed the I~
bfartan*’s guidance, It can be seen, however, that these users are at the top
of the column who are ¢ngaged in education outside their jobs,

. ‘o . ! ¥

What about thc relation between "congultation” and "Feference'in the
individual user group%?"l‘hc figures’ of the following scale tndicate the per=
centage of "reference” in the catdgory of "consultation”; ; St
Maximum values W Percentage
cd{ntinucd professional training ~, 102,5
correspondence students
evening school students

1825 years old-

15-18 years old
professionals, .
students

pupils

apprentices 56,0 .

By far the lowest figures are represented by the nonsworking groups and
users with primary qualification /8th grade/, "Consultation" s sxceeded by
~"reference” in onfy one casc: this is the group of individuals engaged tn con-
tinued professional edutation, Older people and non-working groups make
more use of consultation than reference service, Distribution by age which |
'is not fully listed here indicates an {ncrease of "consultation" with age and
from the age of 25 onwards a conttnuous decrease of "reference”, The re-
sults show that a ll the ugers need the librarian in the circulation service
in the sense of extensive communication, Though the differentiation of yger
demands the activity of the librarian becomes manifold and there are more
opportunitics for communication. S

in

o
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d/ Among the services used also the interlibrary 18an service must
be mentioned because it represents a request which cannot be met by the |
local library itself, However, interltbrary loan orders are, accepted only (f -
socially important requests are in question,’ Within the activities, carried
out in the library during the sampling period, "interlibraryiloan orders
were placed by only 0,8 percent of the users. For the acchfate cvaluation

“of this figure we have to refer to dnother complex of the {nfufry, It related
to the total use of the interlibrary loan' service irrespective &f the orders
laced by individuals belonging to the sample, The question; if interlibrary

Foa.n, service was used, was answered in the affirmative by 8,8 percent of

the users. In both plexes the following groups are remarkable: the
group’of working pﬁﬁﬁe, among them the intelligence stressed groups; stu-
dents and people 'visiting the.library only if required, Interlibrary loan
therefore ought to be regarded as an'i,mportan; service because it represents
one of the boundaries between the public dibrary network and the whole 1~
brary system, The groups that make use of it have to cover long distances

B
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. SUMMARY

. The present study improves our khowledge of the present state of .
ernclency of library service, the specific characteristics of individual serv-
.cos and the features of different user groups. 1t is possible for us to prove
. that readers are not the same and purposeful library service requires the
' “.owtedge of the specialities of individual groups.

The results of the analysis of the total use of services distinguish
sos.uvely between young people and oc&pation stressed resp. education
siressed groups. The results give evidence of the effects of the unified so-
-i1alist educational system. This provides users still going to school with a
larger amount of leisure time. Individuals engaged in continued professional

- aducation are for the most part members of the working class and the profes-.
. . sionals are already part of the socialist intelligentsia. On the other hand,
v . older people grown up in the capitalist society had not been allowed to
. acquire much knowledge, this fact also affects their library use, Some de~- -
mands arise objectively from education and both material and intellectual
production which users show only in the relevant periods of life. All
users, however, have the right to make use of the necessary services. .

In this study only some of the services of the library were analysed,
but even these services indicate certain tendencies of development. The im-
‘portance.of library use is growing. The results indicate that the ideological
. ‘and _stientific efficlency of the library is much higher than indicated by cir- )
: culition figures. Users come to the library not only to look for materials
but also to read, to study and to communicate there. The library is devel- /.
oping from a mere "hook-change centre” into a real community centre. Each_
service belongs td the system of the extensive supply of literature, methods
and activities for the propagation of information and knowledge, The library
meets not only partial, needs but thevfull, objective needs of the socialist

personality. o
. N\
. ' ADDITIONAL STATEMENT
] . N " R

Part of our work is to give an evidence that each patron has

. - . .. nis or her unique attitude . towards the library. Thanks to the longer lel-
- sure time and the higher educational standards,  the number of young book-
o readers has been fhcreased In the GDR, too. it is not only the number of

those newly entered which has been increased, but the group of those
demanding varibus services as well, Young people are apt to spend a
ionger time in the library, consequently  they demand more . differentlated and
more modern library services. R

We must help them to keep their book-repding habits in the future
and therefore we must investigate their specific re g habits. We must
carry out a planned development of the holdings our libraries, adopting
them to the needs of the growing new generation. - .

»

)
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VANCURA, Dalibor .

THE EDUCATIONAL EFFECT QF LIBRARIES IN THE
FIELD OF WORK WITH PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE

o~ .
- . .

S A4
& 4 ’
If we are to reﬂect upon the task of libraries within the systems of

institutions engaged m'adult education /the research tasks carried out so
far dealt with per;song’over 15 years of age only/, we are compelled, at the
very start, to pose th¢ question, what a library, its place and role in socie-
ty are in fact. At fi:rst -sight this may seem redurfdant,.In the minds of most
people the hbrary‘ i a cultural institution the main task of which is to lend
them books for reading or study, this function being at the most limited by
certain regulations that hinder the reader in getting tl\f“e book' of his choice.
The roots of thié opinion ought te be sought in the 19tH century, when it was
fundamentally a progressive point of view corresponiding to the situation of ’
that age at leéast as far as society and later public libraries were concerned.
The reader at that time went to the library to get a‘book and take it home,
nothing more. This image still lingers on nct only in the minds of many read-

" ers but unfortunatély, of some libfarians as well, although it has long since’
been.outdated by the needs of registered and potentiaQ; readers and the rapid
growth of social needs both in this country and throughout the world. The as-
sumption that the only role of a hbrary is solely to lend books is no longer

- acceptable, "

But let us return to the original question, If we ask what a library
is, and what its rolé and meaning are, we must necessarily conclude that its
L basic and inherent quahty is its socml influence, without which a library
g would not be a library but rather an institution ex1.sti.ng for its own sake, amnd

. for which we could hardly find either place or justification mthm the frame-

work-of modern society. |

The establishment of direct social relevance is thus the basic com-
mon feature of all libraries. This holds true of thos libraries where, in tl.
past, this function was not emphasized but, on the contrary, even denied.

. This function-comes even more significantly to the fore in the case of re-
search libraries open to the public and libraries of cultural and educational
nature where cooperation with the reader has had a longlasting tradition and

. has aclil.eved much of value. |

Along with the evolution of the place and the fungtion of the library
in society and the attitude tbwards it, the theory of libragi.anshi.p also under-
went a change, The other functions of libraries, such as their social role,
theéir share in the development of science, in broadening and promoting of e-
ducation in the democratization of culture and in forming the public opinion
came ever more strikingly to the fore.

. 5 . . 23 . 25
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-conditions of society.

1
)

0. 5. Chubarja_n+ relates the origines of modern librarianship with
Lenin, who consistently looked upon librarianship as a social phenomen in
connection with the overall social development and the economic and cultural

“
’

From Lenin’s principles it is also possible to derive important
methodological conclusions stating that the evolution of librarianship is sub-
ject to general laws of social development and cultural progress.. In this
connettion, the social tasks of librarianship have formed the basis of the
modern theory of librarianship. In this way librarianship, its methodological
basis, problems, nature and research methods are contingent upon society,
"Librarianship is thus a branch of the social sciences, making use of simi-
lar research methods: It studies Tules; the structure and nature of library
procedures as a form of mass communication, It is not a formal but a social
problem closely connected with the whole process of 'social development and
demands a deeply scientific appréach.”,

v

_ If we recognize the theory of ljbrarianship as part of thefield of
the social sciences and acknowledge the social function of libraries, one of
the foremost tasks falling to libraries will of necessity be the implementationq,
of cultural and educational tasks, be it purposeful and firm of purpose of
spontaneous, Considerable attention is paid to this function in socialist
cournitries, above all; the implementation of Lenin’s principles has become

‘ the leading pglicy in building library systems d advancing the activities of
Y Y ME ;

libraries of all types and special fields, In the CSSR, for instance - as well
as in other socialist countries - the principles are incorporated in the Li-
brary Act /Act No, 53/ 1959, The Unified System of Libraries /Library Act
of July 9. 1959./ 1 . : ‘

. In a period when the ongoing scientifjc and technical revolution is
‘making unprecedented demands on cultural education, when the need or the

~ development of various forms of refresher courses to extend and deepen

L i,
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_, 4L, ] This thought is then ‘elucidated in detail. "If we understand the concept
g “_;K¢ £ t : Pt

qualifications is growing, when the information explosion paralyzes a per-
son’s ability to absorb new knowledgg/, it is necessary - as a counterweight
tq this pressure - to emphasize emotional, moral and asthetic spheres of
education in order to maintain the comprehensive influence and developmental
unity of personality and to avoid distortions which would arise from a one~
sided specidlization in the educa}ional process. '
R Q,_f” o

% The signifi¢ance of 1t1_'xué{human factor for the successful progress of

the scientific and technical reyolution is also emphasized in the important

' study by oup of authors litaded by Radovan Richta, Civilization at the
y a%ﬁr gh }

Crossroad ? /Richta, Radovafi a kol.: Civilizace narozcesti. Praha, Svobo
da, 19694 413.p./ Let us qubte here from this book: "At a certain level of
growth itfbecomes obviou  that the development of man, the growth of his
faculties and his creativ: labilities becomes;the most effective method of gen-
erating thie productive forces of society and individual human life..." /page |,
of culture, according to Kant’s maxim of long ago, as the cultivation -of human
abilities and forces, thep the scientific and technical revolution might be
identified in-this sense }'Vith the greatest cultyral revolution in history because

it shifts! éulture from th? margins of life dirdgtly into its centre, And it is

+ Chuib“a.rjan, 0O.S.: The Science of ;libraf'r*i‘&nship within the system of s¢i-
ence$. The material for the 36th session of IFLA /Commission for theory
and research/. Mascow 1970, 4 .
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exactly at thi's level of the scientific and technical revolution, that is’at the
higher level of the cultivation of the creative Torces and talent of the work-
ing people of which anly a tiny part has been made use of so far that the on-
ly real opportunity of surpassing capitalism is hidden, " /page 176./ Also
the Soviet duthor G.N.Volkov in his stimulating book entitled The. Sogiology
of Science /Volkov, N.G.: Sociolégia vedy/ Sociologické uvahy o vedecko
technickej cinnosti/. Bratislava, Pravda, 1971, 375 p./ arrives at a simi-
lar conclusion, "The theoretical maxim of Karl Marx, which states that man
18 the "basic capital" of society, the basic pillar of production jnd wealth,
is, under present conditions, making itself felt as an exact econpmic tenden-
gY both within a given society and in relations betyeen countries, To many it
may now seem quite obvious that in economic competition thé system to win
will be the one which will not only ensure greater production but also create
berter conditions - both material and spiritual - for the development of per-
sonality., The factor of scientifié education is no longer a simple economic
factor, but is tending to become one of.-the most decisive economic or rather
"posteconomic'factors,” /page 334,/ : :

.
’

. From all that has been said - and without much difficulty, mu¢h more
evidence could be provided - it follows that the present stage of the scien- .
tific and technical revolution places great demands on education and through
this on litwaries a$ well. It is also indispensably necessary te*create con-
ditions facilitating the overall development of man’s personality, This task
is very exciting exactly because of its complex nature and becalse it re-
quires a different approach to a number of pedagogical problems, it reveals
new points of view and compels us to abandon traditional forms of work and .
thinking that have become rigid through long and oft-repeated stereotype
practice, " X '

Within the system of means aimed at adult education /in carrying
out the research we have confined ourdelves to readers over 15 years of
age/, the book is of axceptional importance. It can discharge its function to
a higher degree than we sometimes realize because it may affect both our
reason and our feelings. It may alsp serve as an important instrumentsof out
rational mastery of the world; it is a culmination of the practical experience-
of whole gererations and at the same time it shapes man and helps create.his
personality: This is true of both imaginative and professional literature eveén
though jn each of them a different component will prevail, If we confine our-
selves here'to professional literature it does not mean that we underestimate
the importance of imaginative liteTature, It isdmpossible, however, to deal
with the whole range of problems id one paper nor would it be desirable at

all. . ) . R

.

When speaking of the edlicational influence of libraries on the read-
er, professional /i,e, non-fiction/ literatire has played an important role,
particularly in the sphere of shaping world views and in acquiring and util-
izing new knowledge necessary both in the professicnal and leisure activities
of man. The research into the social function of libraries, which we carried
out in‘recent years, has provided interesting data that were published in the
books "How people,read in villages and Libraries" and "Readers in Towns",
which are still available, /Vandéura, Dalibor-Matéjkovd, Véra - Velinsky, -
Mirko: Jak se ¢te na vesnici, Praha, Orbis 1969, 338 p, Vangura, Dalibor
- \{elinsky, Mirko: Knihovny a ctendri ve méstech, Praha, SPN 1973, 126
P’ s

Therefore I shall only briefly mention some parftial conclasions -
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following from the research <..::dd out 89 far. In its first stage, devoted

to problems of village.libraries, it ap eared-that non-fictidn read by vil-
lagers /one third of those questioned/ wds predominantly of practical nature
and more than half of it concerned their main field of interest, such as minor °
repairs and Lousekeeping. Among those who read non-fiction*for professional

purposes, agricultural literature came first, followed by technical, social~
political and natural science literature, . p

The readers’ main source of information on professional'literature e
R and the most effe.ctivé form of its promotion is personal recommendation. In
. this respect the library manages to keep informed only a smal] part of the
whole population, mostly its readers. The readers who borgowed books from
Libtraries were predominantly those who needed them for professional pir-
- poses. [ his suggests that libraries are more capédblé of satisfying the con-
: Srete widnes of readers than of providing information on ‘scientific literature.
'T..s bréught about the need to develop bibliographical and information serv-
ices. The decisive tagk, however, is building stocks“and extending acquisi-
trons. Currently the sitdation in village libraries is sadergoing a basic
change due to the gradual establishment of community libraries which make
-possible greater access to special literature in smaller communities as well,
The question as to whether the ‘stock of non-fiction met the needs of the in-
habitants in a given cpmmunity was, in villages, answered in the affirmative
by one fifth of those westioned and the percentage in whose opinion it was ‘
only partially adequate was about the same. Thus: reader satisfaction is in
direct proportion to the amount of stock at'the disposal of the users. In ur-
te are other factors of great importance, namely, the wide

ban libraries the

. assortment of journals and the higher standard of the information system of "
these libraries, even though also it réquired further improvement, w?
We have poifited out that libraries play an indispensable role in the
lield of education’ and culture and are capable of developing them further.
Research {nto the social function of libraries has provided a number of ex-
amples of good results achieved by both village and urban libraries. This,
forms a solid basis for acceomplishing new tagks our society sets to libraries.
{f we reflect upon the conclusions df thé XIVth Congress of the Communist
Party of ‘Czechoslovakia and their application in the sphere of libraries, we
N can no longer overlook the fact that they concern both young and adult people,
they consider ideological and professional education and leisure activities
as well as the formation of life-styles, The implementation of the, conclusions
of the XIVth Congress will necessitate certain changes in the organization of
" library networks and their sérvices as’ suggested by the methodological in-
stryctions issued by the Ministry of ‘Culture of the CSR /The Tasks and Ac-
tive Aid of Libraries within the Unified System Concerning the Promotion of
Results and the Implementation of -Conglusions and Final Statement of the .
e X1vVth Congress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, Ministry of Cul-
. * ture, Prg‘gue 1971,/ ;

« " [N -

" In this connection it is necessary to look for the most suitable ways .
for libraries to participate in education and the best ways to intensify their
ideological influence and to determine the most suitable forms to disseminate
information of all sorts to any reader who requires it, At the same time, how-
ever, it must be emphasized that the question is not to drown the reader in a
flood of diverse information in which he could hardly find his way but to pro-
vide him with relevant information when he needs it and in & form he can make

v practical use of, Basically it is the same principle whigh we apply in lending
books: we do not lend just anything to just anybody but, in a given situation,
3 N [ g .
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and in view of the particular needs, we priovide what is suitable and useful,

: With the development of.social communication, the basic function of
libraries gradually changes and expands. Libraries adapt themselves to the
.growing demands of social communication by building their information stocks
by introducing a number of information facilities and organizing bibliographic
and information Services; bibliographic and information activity, which is
becoming an increasingly important pa%t of the work of a librarian in small
libraries, requires a specialist in large libraries, Its importance is gradu-
ally growing, as new and different types of information sources appear which,
.on the one'hand, enable the transmission of a jreat amount of special infor- .
mation,’the effective use of which, however, requires an overall insight in-
to all the information sources and the most suita le information Strategies,
that is the knowledge which a layman u$ually lacks,

‘This problem is made even more intricate by the fact that, given the
enormous variety. of information needs and the -enormous quantity of {nforma-
tion which a library is potentially capable of providing, no library can be
self-sufficient in satisfying the information needs of its readers, The only
solution available would consist of organizing bibliographical and information
services for the whole $ystem of libraries and information centres. By devel-
oping a system of interlibrary lending services and the building of the system
of bibliographical and information services the libraries will render the de-
sired services, above all, to specialists working out of reach of information
centres, and will make possible the access to the necessary scientific and
professional information, ,

«

The establishment and completion of an effective and reliably func-
tioning Information system in libraries is thus one of the vital tasks of the )
present stage of development of libraries within the unified system, This is ~
why the scientific research carried put in 1974-75 on the subject "The Share-

" of Libraries in the Process of Implementing the Cultural and Educational
Functien of the Socialisy State" deals with this problem. /Vanéura, Dalibor
- Kabele, Jiri: Projekt vyzkumu bibliograficko-zpravodajské a informaéni
prdce knihoven, Stdtni knihovna CSR, Praha 1977, mimeographed./ The
title, however, implies that the questions of bibliographical and information
library wotk are not invesngateg as isolated problems but as an integral
part of the whole activity of a library, of its cooperation with the reader, 1
consider it useful to give hare some basic information on this research.

!

The main target of this research is to solve basic questions for li-
braries arising from the principles of the cultural policy and to create theo-
retical prerequisites for the optimalization of the library network and its
serwices, It should, above all, gatHer together the knowledge of the state and
level of bibliographical ahd information work in libraries /régional, district,
urban and community libraries” and to provide stimuli for the improvement of
the present state of affairs, On-a more general level this research should .
contribute to the dissemination of knowledge on the rise of information needs
throughout the population and the satisfaction of these through formal infor-
mation channels, Among the daja under survey consideration will be paid to
the statistically significant relaiionships according to the working hypotheses
of the research project, The foremost question will be not only to determine
all the significant relations among and within individual groups of data under
consideration but, above all, to determine mare precisely their nature and
thus fulfilling the preconditions for their deeper unterstanding. The scien-
tific review commission not only approved of the submitted research project
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.1t also conlributed to the further classification of our tasks:the commission
recommended that the work should continue within the frameworlk of the State
program on Basic Research for 1976-1980. The fact that our task has been _
\ategrated into the state programme on the Fundamental Research facilitates ~
the,development of theoretical work in our department, that is the Librarian-
ship Research and Methodology Section of the State Library of the CSR and

1a all branches of Librarianship in the Czech Socialist Republic alike. At

the same time it fulfills the conditions for the continuation of applied résearch
tasks aimed at fundamental questions of practice as well as tasks coming un-
der the jurisdiction of the ministry or the institutes. ‘

A significant contribution to this scientific research task is the
ssrcement between the State Library of the CSR - the Librarianship Re~-
search and Methodology Section - and the State Public Library of Saltykow-
Scedrip in Leningrad, signed at the end of 1972 and specified during tge :

_istt of the members of the Leningrad Library to Prague in 1973 and 1974.
<me of the main tasks of the Leningrad Library is to deal with similar prob-
‘oms and in the course of problem-solving mutual consultations #ind a joint
conference to. be held in the first half of 1976 in Leningrad will make possi~
“.ie the comparison of the achieved results and we beleive it will congribute

1o sotving the problems of informayion work in libraries in both the CSSR
and the USSR. .

i

0 )

- N

Important social chahges in the structure of our society, the growing
Jdemands of the public in the field of culture, the development of mass media,
the change in the means of production and an ever-growa ed to use the
results of scientifi¢ knowledge and the dévelopment of logy are the
striking features of the dévelopment of our socialist socjlety, This rapid so-
cial movement, the changes in political, economic and ‘cuttural life also call
for basic changeg in understanding the role and the contents of the activity
of ljbraries. The first and foremost task is to bring the activity of libraries
"and the actual needs of society into harmony, This naturally presupposes
« the laying down of long-term conceptions of development and successive tar-
.~ aers which weuld take objective conditions into consideration and rely on the
* “nowledge of the needs of the whole ‘society, understanding man as reader,

.5 individual needs, interests and opinions concerning literature, reading,
.brary and its information activities, The research into the social function
of libraries, carried out by the State Library of the CSR in the most recent
period, was-intended to analyze the present state from all points of view and
1o provide for the governing institutions ’sufficient objective inforniation in-
{ispensable to informed decision-making, which should lead to the desired * :
objective with the highest possible probabtlity, eliminating as much as pos- ‘
sible the chance factor as’well as subjective views and opinions, At present,
we naturally approach the solution of partial problems with a view to pro-
vide deep probes, to reveal the more thorough knowledge of specific spheres,
[he prognosis cannot be made without the collection, classification and eval-
sation of data on the basic qualities of individual phenomena. It is therefore
necessary to lay great emphasis on the further development of theoretical,
sctentifi¢ and research activities in the sphere of librarianship and also to
fulfill the conditions necessary for them, >
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ADDITIONAL. STATEMENT

. Megur earlier surveys wo were intorested in the lollowity ques-
tions: who are reading, what are they reading, to what extont are they

' roading in the villages and lo\xn'g. Now we are engaged in surveys analy-

sing the ullization of Ubrary informative systems. Our works run paraltet
with those of -the Leningrad Saltykov- Shchedrin Public Library: we shalt .
later on, compare.our achievements, R il be in 1976 that the Leningrad N 4
rensearch conciusions will be evaluated. This cooperation is a much prom-
. lsing one; we hare locking forward to similar future cooperations with otqe;
» countrieg, too. .- .
The basic question of our surveys conaists of seeking a proper IS

o level for the given library's information services. Of course we would like
to make use of our achievements in practice. By the time of the noext con-
" ference perhaps we shall have the pleasure of giving an account of this

! [practical utilizatien,
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METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS ~OF THE
SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY. OF READING

°

The Communist education of the masses, carried out concomitantly

-with the technical and material development of the country, has been, and is,

_ and libraries and needs the participation of m

the constant task of the Roumanian Communist Party. Education as a Social
process and contact extends its sphere of activity to the development of the
Scientific and cultural creative activity ofithe masses, thus it becomes the
living condition of every individual and the determining factor of social evo-
lution. "The programme of the improvement of ideological activity. of the
Roumanian Communist Party is aimed at the raise of the level of the general
knowledge and the socialist education of the masses in order to lay down
the socialist and communist ethical and equitable basic principles of our so=
ciety," worked out at the plenary se:ﬁ‘.eon of the Central Committee of the
Rélmanian Communist Party in November, 1971, and accepted at the central
meeting of the party in July, 1972, as well as the programme of the establish-
ment of the comprehensively developed socialist state and Roumania’s prog-
ress towards communism," The draft was put in issue to be discussed by the
whole people and will be accepted by the 11th Congress of the Party. It sets
the targets of the political-educational activity and clearly outlines the so-
cial and human characteristics of the new man with the true Labor Code, the
mode of life of the Gommunists, the revolutionary youth, the whole people.
The cultural education of the masses is an essential part of the communist
educational process in ocur country, thus laying the scientific foundation, and
sets the firm directive of the theory and practice of the cultural educational
processg, ) B

Starting from these circumstance, scientific research /sociological,
psychologieal, pedagogical, ethnographical etc./ has developed in recent
years in a degree never experienced before. This progress, made in scien-
tific research is.owing to the uniform theeretical programme of the Council
of Socialist Eflucation and Culture,on the one part.and the scientific practice
into which thy professional institutions, research centres, cultural-educa-
tional institdrions apd those specidlists have been drawm who work in various
fields of the &dcial sciences in the planning and implementation of research.

‘The reading of. the masses or other problems related to the social function of

libraries are arranged in'this general framework of research. The valuable.
research connected with the concrete activity of cultural and educational® _
work, which obviously ifwolves the reading of the masses, the effect of books
erous specialists in this a¢-
tivity /sociologists, psychologists, pedagogues, ethnographers, lawyers
etc./ on the one hand necessitated the most ‘correct knowledge possible of
the cultural needs of various social and professional strata, on the other it
called attention to the methods and technique of sociological research and its
urilization with a view to the effectivity of the cultural and educational fields
under survey. The deep and complete recdgnition of the cultural and educa-

- ° .
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tional process necessarily involved ot only the intensification of research
but’also its regular implementation so that the validity of results, effective-
ness of the proposed solutions- and the justness of the applied methods_ghould
be truly recognizaple, In recent years some path-breaking cultural un have
been organized with a view to experiment with new cultural activities and to
encourage the beneficiaries to search' for the most attractive cultural values
and to supervise some hypotheses themselves, At the same time the path-
breaking uhits make the formation of complex research possible, primarily
with the help of sociological experiments. From among investigations the

. "participation” method was regarded as most important in the sociological v
study of the culturdl and educational method, This method was successfully
applied at the sociological school of Bucharest between the two world wars.,
This method was developed further and is known as "research-activity"” to-
day. In this method the partitipation of the individuals under survey exceeds
that of simple informators since thay are drawn into the investigation of the
problems in question: they became the active participants of the research
groups at every stage of the research from setting the objectives and w,ol;:@_ng
hypotheses to drawing the conclusions and their application in the culturd -”45; .
activity proper. At this last stage the research workers themselves experi-
ment with the conclusions drawn, organize several activities together with
the competent local authorities and apply the modes and methods of cultural
and educational activity, N

The practical examination of the conclusions drawn from the re-

" search and the application of the best models immediately improve the work "\
of the various cultural and educational institutions, @all attention to the best
methods and lay the firm foundation of théir generalr>ftion. "The participa- .~
tion" research, used by the Roumanian sociologis fitrie Gusti and in other %«,ﬁ"f

countries by Kurt Lewin, Dumazedier or & Play, was supplemented by the.
requirements of a research method and achieved the best results possible.
As far as cultural and professional activists are concerned, including libra-
rians as well, they could ascertain in their activities that their cultural and \
educational results depended on the active participation of the masses in the
organization and direction, the participation of workers and peasants wise

in experience in this work. The propaganda of books, the initiation of the
broad masses of the population into reading thus-has a much more concrete
character, the needs and the interest of the different categories of readers
can be satisfied more easily, As a matter of fact, the gradual accumulation
coincided with the more extensive study of mass reading in our country, e,

g. the conclusions of the investigation, entitled "Reading in villages in the
vicinity of Bucharest” /1964/. The authors dispute even the values of the
applied methods, especially the elaboration and verification of the tests as
well as the instruments of observation. The same problems have been raised
by the investigation carried out by the Central State Library of Bucharest
some years later, The investigation was carried out in two rural communi-
ties of Moldavia and the towns of Medgtdia and Déva,

: The aspects of the utilization of some epistemological methods .
applied in the complex and systematical exgmination of cultural and educa-

- tional phenomena makes possible the outlining of some methodological prin-
ciples which lay the foundation of every research in this field. In the first
place we want to ascertain that the study of sociology of reading - in which -
we rely on the principle of the existence of functional connections amgg,xg all
the educational factors and the modes and instruments of cultural and educa-
tional activity - is carried out within the extensive framework of the study of
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the whole cultural and educational activity. The cbnclusions related to the,
aducational role played by books in social life and the specific motivation of
the reading of the masses have been drawn from this point of vigw, Thus,the
_ome-sided constricted outlook related to the motivation of the reader’s - b
.wishes and the results achieved in connection with books. On the other hand,
-1t hag been found out that the concept of the library had to be elucidated a-
gain in the totality of the cultural and edutcationel process, its functional in
the effectiveness of other factors of education, with the help of manysided
and constant cooperation with the local cultural and educational institutions,
the public organizations of the population and the mass media. :

This is the interdisciplinary apptoach to the'reading of masses and
libraries on the basis of the methodological principle which may be applied
at present in every manifestation of the cultural phenomena, After a series
of multidisciplinary investigattons carried out recently in several communi-
ties the following may be enumeyated: Tinca-Bihor, Sant-Bistrita, Giubega-
Dolj, Boca-Neamt, Ruginoasa-lasi, Leordeni-Argesi, Brebu-Prahova /ru-
ral/ and Cimpina, Petrosani, Lupeni, Petrila and Vulean /urban/. Sociol-
ogists, psychologists, cultural activists and librarians took part in the re-
search groups and the scientific requiréments were the following: .

- the cooperation of the specialists listed above with a view to the
study of the reading of the masses from various poiats of view; to be ap-
proached from a uniform starting point:

- the acquaintance of every specialist and the whole group after all
with the totality of the edncational processes to be studied, the special mani-
festation of every cultural and educational work as well as the way in which,
cultural and educational problems are connected with the soclal-ecor}pn@xic -
reality of the community under survey; i

- the utilization of a whole series of methodological and tecfmical
instruments, since the instruments are the methodological reflections of the
totality of the phenomenon under survey, :

The heuristic /discovery/ value of this latest principle has led to
the transformation of the methodological aspects of some investigations a-
mong those cultural activists or librarians who regarded one method or the
other as of full value - especially statistical data or questionnaires - and
thus restricted the real recognition of several aspects of reading and the
N necessity of communication, The value of free or controlled talks from the
point of view of recognitibn, the experiments, especially the simultaneous
application of these methods which would have made possible the study of the
phenomena:in depth, were neglected all, The investigation conducted recent-
ly in the library of Constanza was directed at the circulation of social and
political books among the reading clientele of the library, and we could as-*
certain the effectiveness of the comparation of data supplied by different
- methods. Thus,the quantitative analysis of needs experienced in various
* fields of social policy reading matter angfthe explanation of the data - on the
basis of the results achieved by the questionnaires - showed that the read-
ers were most interested in history. More internal talks with seéveral read-
ers led to the conclusion that in a really hierarchic order of succession
documents and party literature stand first on the list, It is not our intention -
1o demonstrate the results of the whole investigation in a simple form, we
want to prove that a whole complex of social science methods and techniques '
were used to confirm the above-mentioned conclusion. From this methalolog-
ical point of view we examined the accurate place and role of the other
sources. The effect of reading matter of this kind is greater than that of oth-
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er mass media, éspecl.ally the effect of party documents in the complex of
social policy literature, g :

Without entering into particulars let us'remark that we ave fully aware
of the fact that the library under survey is not the sol"source€d the acqui-
sition of social policy books, The readers buy or borrow ‘socia olicy books
from relatives and acquaintances in a. similar degree, they may turn to social
sclence cabinets which take over a part of the tasks of libraries in order to
farm a more stable and specialized connection between the readers and social
p%zl.icy books. It may also happen that they borrow these books from other
municipal - school, trade-union, university etc. < libraries. It is important
to note that those having their own libraries do not feel the need for using
other sources, still they uphold relations with the county libraries. The in-
dividuals in this category argue that the books in their possession comprise
the theoretical basic works of party literature, social policy, but they must
acquire current information from the county libraries. It was revealed among
others that a great proportion of readers including workers and technicians
as well sought for not only party literature but their interest was great in"
soclalist legal literature which reflects the former documents, The internal
conversations revealed a problem belonging to the social pSychology of this
category, the dynamics of their needs whii shows the conerete and direct -
recognition of social and political activity more clearly, i.e. the way in whicll .
party documents are concretized, the legal form of several central decisions
which directly influence social activities, In general, the applied methods
largetly depend on the field under survey. E.g. in thé psychopadagogical exam-
ination ‘of the reading of general literature and belles-Isttres - e.g. the ptob-
lem mentioned in the papers of this meeting - in addition to the study of the
reading clientele such analysis which may lead us to the possible aesthetical
manifestations of the readers, From the sociological point of view we think
that also certain study of the contents make constant analysis possible, How-
ever, we shall not avoid the literary criticism of the works, with the help of
which we can determine the intellectual content of the work, the degree in-,

* which a work of art is derived from social life, the extent to which the events
of life are transformed into artistic value. The mentioned sociological method
makes possible the expression of the connection between the apprehensiveness
of the broader strata of readers and the structures with more accurate con- ,
cepts, the techniques of up<to~date works of art and the comprehensive dia-
lectical development. The difficulty of the method rests.in the expression of
those obvious elements which are quite stable and unambiguous but, trans-
formed into symbols, they express the intention of the work or the unavowed
ideds of the authdr, the typical behaviour of the central figures and the value
judgments expressed by them. The arrangement and classification of these .
symbols and the determination of their structures as well as the frequency of

s their oceurence in the analyzed work belong to the rules of the well-known
sociological technique. The comparation of the conclusions drawn from the
analysis of the lterary work to the taxt of the literary criticism, whi'ch in~
volve "social direction as an expression of social order, the socialist neces- -,
sity” may lead us to such value judgments which strictly determine the walue
of the work/s/ and consequently its extensive dissemination among the read- .
ing masses, On this basis we may draw conclusions from the real coordinates
of the process and the artistic sensitivity of the readers; the propagation of .
modern art may be developed,

+

.

Q -
As 15 well-known, the sociology of literature - the modern branch of
sociology becomes an independent science - has developed neither the strict : -
system of concepts, nor the independent method which comprise the methods « .
i
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and technique of research and are capable of grasping literary phenomena
thelr entirety ‘rom their creation to their social result, Simultapeously with
these the theoretical and concrete resea. ch of the problems of the sociology
of literature mcreases. lt is well exemplified by a number of the papers read
at this meeting, which wé have followed with interest exactly from this point
of view because the applied methods and technique make it obvious, that
methodological aspects must be emphasized more without neglecting the unity
of theory and method, the essence of the development of every science. E.g.
from theoretical point of view we strive to define the basic concepts frequert-
lv used in our investigations more accurately and comprehensively: commu-
nity, reader, regular reader, literary publication, reading matter, book /on
the level of mass publications/, private library and so on. E.g. general
sociology contalns the scientific definition of the concept of public, in the
socidlogy of literature we are guided by the principle-that ‘the community is
. the world, namely the degree and level of consciousness, intelligence, prac-
tical expertence, sensitivity to culture, the infinite version of systematically
developed or anarchically agcumulated tastes etc", however, in concretg in-
. vestigations one may find a number of vérsions of the concept of the general
feader . Cherefore we think that research into the reading of the average
man and thg sociological and psychopedagogical methods of libraries need
improvement and the difference in the techniques of this field greatly promote
the success of our activity. In this sense, the exchange of opinions and the
disseminatiop of the experiences of regsearch workers in the socialist states
. at this meeting yill benefit future research. ) ' -
My paper was aimed at emphasizing séme aspects, namely: persons
under suryey and research workers alike ought to be initiated into the or-
ganization of path-,.brgak?.ng units, theoretical, methodological comprehen sion
and social, cultural activity, i.e. theory as well as practice, thus connecting .
the "participation” technique with sociological methods: the study of reading °
must be realized in an interdisciplinary way, taking into consideration the
complex interaction between the educational factors. ‘Consequently, research
methods must be harmonized so that we eould obtain a deeper knowledge of
—_the phenomena under survey, However , these methods must be applied ac-
cording to the speciality with which they comply with social policy phenomena
and in the last analysis consequences related to readifig may rot be deter-
mined on the basis of the simple connection between the reader and the
library under survey but on the basis of a much more complete connection in
which although the library in qugstion plays’an important role, it is not the
sole factor in the determination of the level and needs of the social groups
under survey. According to the guiding-principles of the gt Congress of the
Rounianian Communist Party,to be held in the immediate future the foundation
. of the cultural-educational activities must be‘laid on the basis of the activi-
ties aimed at the improvement of economic and social life.
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INFORMATION ON LIBRARIANSHIP IN MONGOLIA .

o
. R _l\ N ' s .
N Since there is little known about librarianship in Mongolia, 1 want
t0 tell you something about the library where [ work, As you know, Mongolia
has a rich legacy of religious, culture, ' :

Q « In-the course of its many thousand years?’ of history, the Mongolianw
people has created and preserved a great number of cultural values, It was ,
generally a custom in Mongolia to guard books with great care, neither in .
o the middle of the count » NOT in the outlying parts ig hardly a single family
that does not possess bodks. The first public library designed for the people - .
was established in Novdmber 1921, i.e. ten months after the yictory of the
people’s revolution, This, library became the basis of the Sthte Public Libra-.
ry later, From this time on the stock of the library has grown, just like read.
ers have grown in numbers and several forms of the readers’ service devel- T
oped. In consideration of the quantity of the literature and the supply of read« v
ers, our library is the largest in the whole country, The library stock con-
sists of more than 2.5 million books and manuscripts. Books in almost all the
languages of the world may be found here., As for its composition, the gtock
may be grouped in six classessr-Mongolian, literature, European l?t“erature,,.‘
Eastern literature, Tibetar bagks, newspapers and periodicals:an¥ stock to . . = ﬂ ",
be lent, The most important aim of the libr'ary-is to make the works it had e
assembled public property, In the library there are a ral and a scientific
reading room and the branch library of the sciehtific institutiods of the Mon- -
golian Academy of Sciences, In consideration of the reag,e’i'a' ‘demands, the )
whole of literature may be found in the building, The lbrary books o ered = . ¢
from foreign and Mongolian oiders alike and these are received within the. -~ . T
framework of interlibrary loan, Photocopies and microfilms are made on re- R
' quest and sent to the places of residence of the readers, The readers may
freely use the manuscripts, printed ‘Publicationsy newspapers and the micro-
film equipment in the reading rooms. Apart from reading, readers in the li-
brary may see bock exhibitions, exhibitions ,of photos and posters, lectiires.
are held in the scientific, cultural and artistic results of the world. and they,

I Y - X

.

piled. The staff of the départment answers the questions of readers and in- ) s
stitutions. Nowadays,averagely more thdn one htindred thousand-readers go '
to the library a year. About 200 thousand bo8ks, newspapers and periodicals

aré borrowed. Last yaar the composition f literature lent to readers was the .
following: 42 percent social-pplitical, 27 percent ‘scientific-technical, 31 per-

cent fiction, medicine, agriculture and arts, Natural's}:ien}c,e pdpular books . : L
lent by our library are very significant tn raising the general educatioh and . :
R A '~ - - ., b
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cultyre of workers. The social composition of the readers is the following:’
’ atellectuals - 20 percent, employees 30 percent, workers 10 percent, pupils |
and students ZU percent. ‘- .o N .
o ™~ . - N
* An‘alphabetical and a systematic catalogue are at the disposal of the
" readers and the library staff, Librarians are on duty by the catalogues and
. tend a hand in literagure search, The continuous book exchange comprises
65 libraries and scientific institutes of 20 cduntries, among them also the li-
.o brarigs of vour country: the National Széchényi Library and the‘Library of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Nowadays we, librarians, are tackling .

. such important problems like the harmonization of the library work with the

raising cultural level of the popilation.and the

increasing role played by

books ‘in the life of the modern man,
«ogyv af service, the modernization o

thé ifnproveme

nt of the form and methodol-

f library work., Cooperation in the inter-

national division of labour is e

just like the collective salution of tl:xe library problems encountered inrthe

friendly socialist colntries.

xtreme

ty important-from this point of view,

-

-

Finally 1 should like to express my hqp
our countries will strengthen and develop,, 1 wis

é that cooper}:tion among
h my dear colleagues signif-

1cant success in \v‘oz"’k and good luckin life with my whole heart. °
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f.'Lgnder. of discusston: PAPP Istvin
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PAPP lstvdn
: The papers and additional contributions x"uise important questions.
Let me dutline, in brief, the most significant questions:
" Surveys of the library’s soctal relations,
- What kind of a notion does the society form about its ovmn library? .

=" The library’s place in the hierarchy of cultural institutions; ~ .
- The question of historical aspects; / .
int

s

'

~ The formation of complex cultural-educational institutions and jo
institution, groups; ’
- An optimal utilization of economic opportunities; .
.Surveys concerning the library’s functioning; N
- Investigation of readers® activities performed in fibraries;
. . . v Ilnvestigation of small groups within libraries, which came to life
" on the basis of common interests; ¢ "
- Increasing the library’s efficiency,
The librarian as the subject matter of the redearch:
- The relationship between reader an‘d librarian; A
. - A psychological investigation of the' librarian’s profession,
Objectives of the research: T s
-* Library planning; .
~ The formation of the organizational structure; - :
= The role of the libraries in the future /What should 'a Hbrary of
«  the future be like?/ ‘ . ‘
Methodological questionss - " :
i - The requirement of comparability; .
= Quegtions concerning.the terminology.

-

’ . “ ’ / C o
KOLODZIE]SKA, Jadwiga ¢ ‘ v
T~ There are various social institutions waiting an anawer from us to
their questidn which runs ds follows’: "How big is the effect of the libraries
within the sphere of cultural life?" My Colleague Vancura outlines in his -
papgr the model of the traditionaj library, and points out as its function to ™
‘preserve and to lend books? Be'sides these, ‘all the activities ate parts of a
new, modern library, which gres’ beyond the traditions, We must find an
equilibrium between traditional and modern functions, We must take cahe
that education work should be always built on the library material, Just imag-
Ine a meeting organized for a writer and his readers, ‘when the reader c&ﬁ
not getthe quoted books from the librarian! Surely, our efforts are fruitidgs
in such cases, . . - T \

At the present time, the holdings of the libraries cannot satisfy the in-
creased femands. W& must count for an ever growing number of middle schook
and college studentsy The standards of entrance examinations and of school. e

.
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work in general show a rising tendency, and there are ¢ver more pecgple who .

bebide their compulsory readings demand signd.ﬁCant supplies of special lit-
crature, too.

! A library is regarded a good one tf it is 4ble to give the’ literature
d manded for. We shall not be able to change public opinion about Iibraries
ftil we can not satisfy those higher demands, . .

‘

| .

DOBRYNINA Natalia sk
in the Soviet Union libraries work with different success, therefore

those surveys which were carried out in the Estonian Republic must not be

regarded as bases for valid conclusions throughout the Soviet Union, Re-" °*

cently, however, we carried out a survey, and /its results reflect a general-

ly valid picture indeed, We investigated the sociology of reading in Soviet

villages, The strategy of our research was that of a system-orientated ap- '

proach. We were investigating the following themeS'

- The' rural library and the school; . : -

- The rural library and the cultural centre; (

- The rural library and the political education; -

- The rural library and the training of skilled workers;

Beside these, we made researches in: .

- The dynamism of demands among rural readers; .

- The efficiency of the librarians’ book suggestions;

- The means of propaganda; the interrelation between the means of propa-

ganda and the mass media.

Our researches concerning the librarian*s personahty-

- The librarian as a reader;

- The librarian as a book-suppuer; )

- The librarian as a catalyzer. ) °

LA
We had to face various general problems; among others the question
of the libraries’ holdings and o? the librarian’s intellectual.level. Presently”
we have got severe shortcomings in these fields: holdings are not satisfac-
tory and sometimes the reader is more\informed than his librarian. °

° LY
s .

v

. 1 would like to deal in my surveys with the effects of libraries exert-
ed on the public and the system of information in society. In our researches.
going on, we want to explore the didactic demands of the high schools con-
cerning the libraries. In another work of us we are investigating the effects
of public and trade union libraries exerted on the workers, * .

- P

KAMARAS istvdn ' . ®

1 should like to put a question to Mrs.‘k‘otodziej ska,'in connection

‘with the activities of libraries concerning the adult education programme, In

Hungary there is a discussion about the tasks of and relationship between the
library and the cultural centre. The main standpoints‘are the following: -
- Let each institution do its own work, on a possibly high level; . '
- the library may shoulder tasks in adult education;
- each activity of the cultural centre should be based on the library; -
- such complex institutions are needed, which can hold both the library and '
the cultural centre, antl their cooperation, beside an architectural unity,
must t be manifested in their actual werk. N

My question therefore is: What attitude do experts: take in this ques-

‘tion in Poland? -
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" KOLODZIE]SKA, Jadwiga
For the time being, we are not dealing with the question. We have no
research material which could prove the necessity of such complex institu-
tions. All thé same, one must not forget that it was as early as at the turn.,
of the cenutry that experts in Polish public libraries were doing such "mod-
ern” activities beyond storing and lending. From the sides of libraries there
were amateur theatre groups and folk dance ensembles. At that time those
were the only possibilities for a participation in cultural life whatsover, To; -
day the primary transmittets of culture are the mass media. Ninety percent
of Polands’ population are TV-viewers; readers are not more than 20 per-
cent; the number of those frequenting cultural centres and clpbs is much ,
less. Evidently, the passive receivers of culture outnumber the othérs,
Creating a complex institution wquld be but a formal solution; I do not be-
lieve that a joint library and cultural centre could do anything to increase
the number of those who wn&t to take an active part in culture, K

. MITOV, Zdravko Lo : .
. . b '

* I would like to offer a few remarks on the question of tomplexity. In
Bulgaria there were founded varioug reading circles as early as at the
middle of the last century, and in these circles reading and adult education
existed side by side. This form did not cease to‘exist. There are seminaries,
language courses and folk dance ensembles~¥orking side by side with:the
libraries. It seems, however, that recently library activities have some-
‘what been overshadowed. Leaders of reading circles arbitrarily draw the
line between the librarjan’s and the adult educator’s work. Librarians are
sometimes demanded! to do things that do not fall within their competence. We
know of course about positive examples, too; -sometimes the librarian’s work
is but assisted by other activities. We must, therefore tAI‘te a middle courses

v

KAMARAS Lstvdn

Let me ask cur Rumanian colleague if he would mind to tell more about
their methods? : : .

COCHINESCU, llie

In our investigation, we did not use one single method, to be followed;
instead we were using a group of methods. We conducted an investigation on
the.circulation of ks on politics arid’sqcial sciences in the Constanza Pub-
lic Library. We distributed questionnaires, and made deep interviews. We
concluded 'in pointing out that the best read books are just the works written
on politics and social sciences. Readers show a peculiar interest towards
documents and books on the history of the Party. We also ganged sources of
supply other than the library. We pointed out the role of mass media in
arousing public interest. The library is by no means the only or the primary
source of supply. Buying, borrowing from acquaintances and sociological
cabinets, as ependent units, play a considerable role. We attach great
importance to an investigation of the sources of supply, because, by\(io’tng .
8o, we can see where the work of libraries need to be' improved, or Where

I

a good cooperation is needed. )

.
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PAPP Istvdn

| Let me present some suggestions concerning the recommendatidns to
be made. A methodological coordination is obviously of the gréatest impor-
tance in our work; it would be, therefore, equally, important to make a listz
of the teclinical terms in the fields of rem{tng researches; and their possible
interpretations. We ought to examine some other queastions, too. Namely: By
what factors are habiti of-using litraries being formed? /An exact location
of the TV?s impact demands laboratory wotk/. I8 there a probability of a -
rise of the quantitative and qualitative indexes of library attenndance? How

can the individual reading experience be collectively procegsed, within the

walls of the library? What is the catalyzer role of the library like from the
viewpoints of the librarian, the surroundings and the holding? I suggest a,
comparative ‘reselrch of these themes. ' - e

kel




g;zop g, It had been the starting point of a major investigation of library use -
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T e . - _ ’ E -
}PUPILS AS LIBRARY USERS R 7
: ‘Reeults_of:&n mveSttgafion of the use of library serVices of the public . ‘
.ibrarids fn the German Democratic Republic by pupils attending the . | -
" 5thto 10th forms ¥ . o :

. g . . R . ,;'

PR . o I

An,vzi_ccuraite knowledge of children’s and t'ﬁe-youth’a demands on It-

Br:&rie-s, their behaviour within the library and thetr attitude towards the l- .
brary forms the basis of improving library work with children and young i

1972 among pupils attending the 5th to 10th forms in public librarics, e

. 1n thiz'process of thig investigation all the visitors in twventy librarieo
/ten children’ s and tep adult libraries/ tn ten places for a week - provided
they were pupils of the Sth to 10th forms - were agked to fill in a question-
naire on their library visit and the books they borrowed, The answers ware
given by making crosses. The {mpﬂa filled in the forms Independently, the
forms were distributed and collected by students of librarianship so that the
library staff could perform its work undisturbed. The selected libraries were
central main libraries for children and adults in regional towns of different
size with 10-50,000 inhabitants, distributed over the territory of the Repub-
lic, selected on the basis'ofa checked random choice. All these libraries . & . (.
have-open access shelves ) the obligatory catalogues, reference stocks ac- oo
cesstble for readers and'the trained staff, i.e. they correspond to the ag-
pires standards for professionally managed public libraries in the G,D,R,

In the questionnajre the questions related to the borrowed books and unful.
filled requests were followed by the question related to the behaviour of the

_ pupils in the premises of the library, The following had to be answered;

._E

is an average of 2,5 crosses for every pupil, o

1. What do pupils do in the library in addition to borrowing literature
for home use? . . . -

2, To what extent do the addlescents make‘use of the information ‘given
by the library on the books? i

. 3. Which groups of readers are particularly active and what influence

do factors outside and within the library exert?

4. What kind of difference is there between a childfen’s and, an adult
library? - - C : . -

The total number of the completely filled in questionnaires, included

'in our interpretation, amounts to 1769, i.e. 1769 pupils of the 5theto 10th

forms whose image of their library visits had been outlined. In reily to ques-
i e library
premises altogether 4,497 crosses /multiple answers/ were made, Thus, it

° .
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- , Congequently the following picture emerged: ;
. S . . ) N
Kind-of usage L. Propartion of the visitors who arswered
/pre-shaped poasi- the question in the affirmative in ‘ .-
v = bility of answen. ~ *  relntion to the totdl number L
aﬂ Today in the ubra_ry Total result ,Partial results _ /
1 have also — —
‘ . e -~ onlySthto  only8thto
) - K . 7th forms; , 10th forms,
- . - | children’s atlult .
\- - IR . library library -
. A 2, L
* 1, returned books - :
: ‘ or journald : 63,4 @ 72,9 51,1
" 2. chosen somethin . : . ,
’ . for, loan from t,hé? "
ghelf*by myself . 81,3 . 88,8 71,6 -
. 3., got the librarian ‘ ) .
CO » . to chooge /recom~ X . wo .
L mend/ books for . - o .
) loan to me : L 21,7 21,9 21,2 B
4. agked the libra- . .
. rian fordnfors .7~ o - v N
mation - .. 22,8 24,1 . 21,20 v
- 5., chosen books from | . - A
the catalogues or | ' w o T
indexes - '12,5 12,9, 11,9 R
_ 6. used the reference | " ' .
- stogk : 7,6 5,6 - 10,2
w_7. Fenewed a loan o 10,3 11,7 . 8,6-
. 8. placed a reerva-, L ¢ , - Lot
' tion order - " , ' 2,7 . " 2,7 - <
. -9, placed an order : .
Lo +. for interlibrary .
! .+ loan . 0,2 W - T
10, enrolled’in, 4,6 o JAC A 4,8
> 11, read for a lonjer . * o o e ) \
% perlodjnthe ~ ’ o ' ‘ o
‘premises of the . . . )
library, browsed”™ . , e . .
. among books or _*, ' . . T v .
{ periodicals * " 27,1 < 29,3 © 24,4 e
a . . N I N * ta
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. ON THE.fPiI"“LUENCE OF SOME SELECTED FACTORS -
. ON THE USE OF LIBRARY SERVICES BY PUPILS

o

-. B © e
. N
. e Rid

s Before examining individual services in detail, in the following part

- we.ghall illustrate some selected factors by example, the influence of the
ude of the services by puplls, the certain factor that affects the various
services gnd tlieir ugse quite étfferently and thirdly the interaction existing
between the uses of individual services., . \ '

a/ SEX, A comparison of the use of library services by boys and girls -
showed that there was hardly any perceptible difference, i,e, divergences
- ranged below the significant limit. Also the number of readers showed that

the two sexds werd almost balanced: 49,2 percent of boys and 50,8 percent

of girls, THere is.q certain divergence between boys and girlg only in the

10th form; in particilar in the -preparatory classes for the sécondary

school, which shows that girls consult the librarians somewhat more fre-
Y, quently, : .

.

b/ FORM, There is an obvious difference between the behavigur of those T
pupils who go to children’s libraries and those who belong to adult ltbra-
rieS, In.the casc of pupils of the 5th, 6th and 7th forms the proportien of
+ the individial selection of literature to be borrowed and also the consulta-
tion with the librarian Jrecommendations and reference work alike/ ig
higher than with the pupils of the 8th to 10th forms who are served dlready
. by the 4dult library, QObviously, on the one hand the mbre thorough know- o
"7 +ledgewfuhe library stock and its arrangement on the open access shelves
becomes apparent here, but on the pther also the familiarity of long yedrs
i“ with the children’s librarian,

¢/ NUMBER OF BORROWED BOOKS PER VISIT. The intendity of read-
ing is expressed in a certainway in the number of ‘borrowed books. There-
fore the number of bortowed books per visit was related to the behaviour
in the library premises and the use made of the library services though the
number of books borrowed on this occasion was detérmined randomly in a
certain degree, 6.1 percent of the visitors borrowed no book. Of these
visitors 50 percent had been working in the premises of the library for a -~
- longer period, 27,8 percent made use of the reference stock, 32,4 percent .
consulted with the librarian, Consequently these readers made use of the
. library ohly in its premises, 93,9 percent i, e, the great majority of users-
" borrowed books. In this connection the use of library services in the prem-
ises increases parallel to the number of borrowed books: with thre bor-.
rowed books the proportion of.hook return gnd individual choice exceeds
the average; with four borrowd® books also the higher ptéportion of recom- .
mendation, catalogue USeandihe renewals of loans are involved; with five
borrowed books also the value of consultation and the placement of reser-
* 7 vation orders exceeds the average, The mere use of the reference stock
and - what goes almost without saying ‘- the proportion of enrollmentsis not
included, it does not reach the average rate, Consequently one may conclude
" - that more active interest revealed by the higher number of borrowed books
enfails a higher number of additional activities in the library premises at
theg same time, Consequently, higher rates of loams are accompanied by
'greater demands on the use of the readine room with the reader’s number )
remdining constant. . e )
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&7 FREQUENCY OF LIBRARY ATTENDANCE, Among others,the question-
natre also revealed how often pupils visited the library on their own: about
fortnightly, monthly, less than monthly and when re uired, A comparison
with behaviour in the library premises showed that ghe roup of visitors com-

ing to the library once a week is especially active in-nféking use of the serv-

_iges on the spot. Above all they use the reference stock extensively /11,8 -°

percent/ and more than a third worked within the library for a longer period
/35,3 percem/.- Consultation, renéwals of loans and reservation orders
were above the average in this group. But al$o the readers who come less
than monthly diverge from the average: 28,0 percent consulted the librarian,
they placed considerably more reservation orders /16 percent/ and stayed
in the library for a longer period /32 percent/, However, less familiarity
with the library was evideat at the same time whichwas expressed in the
proportion of visitors below the average who selected books from the shelves
on their own, ' .

. The same applies to readers 'co;llnng ‘when requlred who stmilarly .
needed, the librarian’s guidance and Pecommendation above the average.

e/ POSSESSION OF PRIVATE BOOKS AND ADDITIONAL BORROWING
FROM OTHER SOURCES. la general, pupils who owned many books and/or
borrowed books in addition from classmates or adults, parents or brothers/

~ and sisters or other libraries during the month under survey seemed to read

very much. They were more familiar with the library and its resources, they
made more use of it and the information given by the librariés. Without doubt
they did so because of their more thorough lnowledge of the literature avail-
able to them since they alfeady knew a gréat number of books.

- ON THé USE OF INDIVIDUAL LIBRARY SERVICES
BY PUPILS * *

!

ln the following part 'we shall discuss the behaviour of the pupils who
use the library and its resources. In this connection only observations of :
essential quality-will be quoted, especially major deviations in the behaviour
of the groups of visitors formed from varioys points of view in comparison
to the total result, } '
a/ INDIVIDUAL BOOK SELECTION FROM THE OPEN ACCESS SHELVES.
The libraries under survey were open access libraries with systematically
arranged book stocks. The arrangement was according to the chassification
used by libraries of general education, the main clagses of this system are .
identical in children’s and adult libraries alike. In children’s libraries
books for younger children gre separated in order to facilitate selection and
orientation. From the 5th form upwards the whole stock of a children’s -
brary is.accessible for the pupils without any re striction. The size of the
children’s libraries ranged between 7 and 22 thousand volumes that of the
adult libraries between 15 and 50 thousand volumes; so the stockswere rel-
atively easy to survey. Altogether 81,3 pj:réem of the pupils chose liter-
ature individually at the shelves /partly in consultation’ with the librarigh, ,
with the use of catalogues, etc./. In this context, however, the préportion -,
{s higher in children’s libraries than in adult libraries, i.e. 88.8 percent, °
_In the 5th to 7th forms 85 to 90 percent of the réaders had chosen books on

+
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their own in cach case, In this proportion the familiarity of the pupils of the  *

5th to 7th form9 with the stock of the children’s library is expressed, From .,

the 8th form upwards pupils are confronted with an entirely unfamiliar stock

in the adult library. Moreover this ‘stock is more voluminous ard difficult to

size up. But 71,6 percent of the students of the 8th to 10th’ forms chose literLl

ature at the shelves unaided. The necessity of using other aids in the library

to find a necessary book is increasing and in fact catalogue use becomes more .

important in the 8th and 9th forms, 3 .
; The fact that unaided choice at the shelves is in close connection with
the higher familiarity with the library and its stock, is confirmed by the
visitors who come to the. library weekly or fortnightly and select books un~
aided at the shelves, averagely to a larger extént, Moreover this proportion
is steadily on the rise with the number of books borrowed per visit, namely
moré than 90 percent of the visitors borrow more than three books. Further-
more it may be stated that the pupils who chose literature by themselves at
the open access shelves, in general spent more time than the average in the
library, The structure of loans /the distribution of the borrowed books by
the individual groups of classification/ is essentially determined by individ-
ual choice, .
b/ CONSULTATION WITH THE LIBRARIAN, The interpretation applies to
the following questions: .
/S{a/ve you/ "got the librarian to choose/recommend books for loan to you"?

./, and ,

/Have you/ "consulted with the librarian"? /4./. These questions are not
80 clear-cut as for their boundaries, in partiqular, in the children®s libra-
ry. The result tn both cases is the same, namely, the influence exerted by
the librarian on book selection,

The proportion of the regults is almost identical in the case of Both
questions, i.e, récommendations amounted to 21,7 percent /21,9 percent in
children’s and 21,2 percent i adult libraries/ and consultation amdunted to
22,8 percent /24,1 percent in children’s and 21,2 percent in adult libraries.
A comparison of the resuits yielded by individual libraries showed,  however,
that the proportion of the readers who had recourse to the librarian’s help
was higher in percentile terms in smaller libraries than in larger ones.
Without doubt, it depends directly on the lower absolute number of readers
to be gerved by a librarian. The proportion of recourse to the librartan’s
help decreases in connéction with trangition to a new library, namely in the
case of the pupils of the 8th and 9th forms as againgt the values in the
children’s library. It begins to increase only from the loth form upwards. ) N

The' pupils who borrowed more than three books on the occasion of
the visit in question consulted more with the librarian than the average, It
applies also to pupils who had borrowed books from other sources, too, dur-
ing the preceding month and, moreover, to the group of pupils who said that

. they often came to the library. Hence active and keen readers turn to the li-
brarian more often than other users. The proportion of those students who
consulted with the librarian, did not borrow books for home use and worked
in the premises of the library,ranged above theé average. The structure of
loans })dtstrlbution of borrowed books by groups of classification! by the
roups of visitors who had consulted with the librarian /recommendation and
701' guldance/ differs from the total result as more non-fiction was borrowed
by these readers ih percentile terms, Furthermore it is obvious-in this
grm'xg &hat considerably more books had been takeq home for home lessons
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and addtnon:if'm\(ormatiou on a subject of instruction than in general, This
sho¥ s partly the tafluence of the librarian’s guidance, partly the subject-
oriented interest of these pupils,and the' need for special reference works
originating outside the library so as to obtain literature urgently needed for
school, At the same time it ig also apparent that among the upfulfille -
quests of this group there were also titles giveén by the librarian which’ could
not be used since they were on loan, This empﬁn_sizes the importance of well-
judged and realizable recommendations' by the librarian. .

</ USE OF CATALOGUES AND BOOK LISTS. In the public libratries of the

. G.D.R, the following readers® gdtalogues are obligatory: alphabetical cat-.

alogue, systematical catalogue, title catalogue, These are card catalogues,
the printed catalogue cards in them are annotated, produced at national level
and subscribed to by libraries, Moreover bibliographies and among others
printed indexes on individual subjects are ‘compiled centrally. Of them the
centrally edited "lllustrated Bibliography of Children’s Books" is very pop-
ular among children’s libraries, The classification of the systematical cat~
alo'gue is identical with that of txl;ie open access shelves, Fiction is arranged
alphabetically on the’shelyes similarly to the alphabetical catalogues, Brows-
ing among the’ shelves therefore lis often preferred because it gives immediate

‘orientation. The number of visitbrs who used catalogues is almost identical

in children’s and adult libraries: 11,9 percent in adult and 12,9 percent in
children’s libraries - the total being 12,5 percent: There are marked varia-
tions from library to library. The use of catalogues, is therefore greatly de-

: pendent on their prgpagation enabling the readers tg'use them,

’ @ .. . Cee !
: The use of catalogues increases in the 8th and 9th forms, that is
after the transition of pupi%: to the adult library. We have already referred o
to the fact that the ‘reason for it may be both the size of the stocks and the ine_
creased demands made on the pupils by the school and this shows the endeay-
our for better orientation in an unfamiliar library. The group of readers baf-
rowing more thar three bogks on the occasion of the visit in question used’
the catalogues above the average. It also applies to the group of readers who
own a number of books, the group that visits thelibrary for a longer perisd’

and finally the group of pupils who borrowed books from other sources in ad-
.dition to the library under survey during the preceding month, As can bew. . '

seen, also the better familiarity with literature stimulates catalogues use. i

In particular eager readers with special interest in literature.use the cdt- |

- alogue more frequently than the other visitors. Without doubt, however, the
q Y )

T

better knowledge of books require s a more extensive search in order to find
an interesting and still unknown bock. With regard to the structure of loans}|
the visitors using the catalogues showed no difference, But the proportion ‘o‘(
the unfulfilled requests was ﬁghqr than the average among those readers who
used the catalogue, . : . .

’ * Q ’ . .

- . ., FINAL REMARKS
"y v . sy “ e : .
The present ir\ estigation has confirmed not only a series of general

values of experience but' also made us aware of certain phenomena at a higher
levél of generalization for the first time. Thus, it suggests possible ways df
the improvement of circulation in general and new aspect’ for enabling pupils

- to use the library properly in connection with their intrpduction to as well as

instruction in the use of library fesources.- An essential result of the inves-
tigation is the fact that better familiarity with the conditions of the library
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results in more extensive use. Thus the impor?ance of introduction to library
use is increased, The investigation revealed the other factors which obvious-
- ly influenced the better use of services and moreover the libraries where as-
pegially ?ood results had been achieved, A further investigation and general-
i2ation of the methods conducis’e to these results could considerably promote
. #' the improvement of libfary work, :

o -~

. .
-

: ) N . BN
: The investigation showed that transition from one library to another
~ /from a children’s library to an adult library7 is a process of long duration
. during which pupils become dcuainted with the unfamiliar library only step
-, by step. The necessity of the systematical introduction of pupils of the 8th
form to the use of*the local adult library is corroborated this way. - Further-
mfore, conclusiohs may be drawn from the'in‘féstigatlon con¢erning the cir«
culation work carried out by librarians, especially as far as recommendation
- and guidance are concerned; Finally the ivestigation confirmed that the be- ~
haviout of the pupils in the library and the use of thd library services by :
» them is & complex process, affected by a variety of factors within and outside
the library, The consideration of these factors and a close cooperation among

all the participants ifi Thre-education of the youth is necessary with a view to

. the achievement of the common,goal: to enable pupils to make proper use of
libraries and books, . . O
[ : PR S

© ADDITIONAL STATEMENT .
¢ . .
~ The buses of ope’s beconing a reguqu: reader must"be laid In
. one’s childhood. All dibrarians agree in this respect, and yet, there have
been made comparatively few surveys among children. Such a survey would
ertail some methodological problems, A possibility of surveys based on
questionnaires s limited. Children are - not good in giving the exact reasons
for their approval or disapproval. Ancther difficutty is ‘made by 4he fact
- that fiction and non-fiction can hardly be disfinguished in the alm of ju-
venude literature. In the case -of somewhat bi*ger school children, however,
o we cowld make good use of our questionnaires, In the present survey we
sought answers to the following questions: What bqoks do children select
& for their school work, and what books for their individual interests? What *
;" lund of relationship tan be established between the child's choicef and the
P rudance rYovided by the librarian? . . z\__b_
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“TEACHERS AND THE LIBRARY , P

AR . L ‘ . ,'
The basis of the E“e"s'em paper is the regearch into the special litera;
ture supply of teachers. The report dealing with this.‘s&bject, entitled - a
"Teachers, information, library", by Kgnes Kérolyi, was pil\blphed‘ by the -
* Centre of Library Science and Methodology of the National Sz&chényi Libra-
ry in¥1973. ‘ ' ' )

L3

4

WHAT WE MEAN BY LIBRARY ATTENDANCE AND LIBRARY USE.
- LIBRARY ATTENDANCE LIKE A'STANDARD,OF- - T

CULTURAL VALUE - LIBRARY ATTENDANCE AS A PROCESS.-
WHA ];_IBRARY ATTENDANCE DEPAI.ENDS ON- . ‘

. t

"Do ybu beléng to any library?” It is the mo#t common qhestion“in every
investigdtion of library sociology. 1t is a)so-called easy and controllable ‘
question, surely the reply‘can Be certifidd; ln the case of teaghers this

question, however, is not completely, unambiguous, We get a ifferent kind of

indexes if we put the question like this "What library do you belong to?"or,
with a slight difference, "What library do you use?” E.g. 72 percent of
country agsistant masters are library users and only 42 percent are enrolled,
The reason for the difference is the following: a segment of teachers /57 per-
cent/ works in such a school where the school library deserves the denomina-
_tion "library", moreover "special library," The libraries of country secon-
dary schools of long standing play a significant role in particular. The
teacher does not zjegard himself as an enrolledymember /potentially every

_ teacher is an enrolled member of the schbol lilirary/. Therefore in our in%. :

vestigation we have treated the question of theiuse of school librarieg and the
‘role of public and special libraries separately. Quite another matter is the
extent to which readers use or can use the library in which they are enrolled,
‘How frequently they go to the library, what'kind of .gervices they demand,
what d&ind of activities they carry'on there. We shall revert to thgse ques=
tions further-on,. We regard attitude to libraries as a socially significant.
characteristic,féature of the objective value of reading culture. "
Examining the. library. attendance of teachers, it is observable that the
highest is the proportion of teachers in country primary schools /55 per-
cent/, this proportion gradually decreases as we approach the capital as
well as. secondary schools. Does this line of facts mean that teachers in the
capital as well as assistant masters are on the lowest level of reading cul-
ture? Breaking down and further analyzing the data demonstrated the great
significance of the quality of library attendance, whether it was a public or
. .

& -
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a special library, or. passibly both, /The other libraries are generally one
special library and one public library, rarely two public libraries one of

pable of medting even demands madé¢ on special libraries, too,/
" Members of several libraries;

/Broken down to types of schools and settlements/ " [Percent/
« *‘Teachers in country primary schools ’ ‘ 4
Country assistant masters - : o : 5,5
Teachers in the primany schools of the capital 8
- Assistant masters in the capital o e 14°-
e . Members of a gpecial library;
| ° /Broken down to types of schools and settlements/ /Percent/
Teachers in country primary schools ’ 2
Country assistant masters ) 7 ,
Teachers tn the primary scliools of the capital . : 10 , -
‘Agsistant masters in the capital . .12

~ofwirich there ig the village primary. school, as well ad the secondary school
of the capital unfortunately consistently, In'the middle categories the teach-
- ers in the primary schools.of the capital and the cjty Secondary school’s, the
vocational secondary schools or the vocational secondary schools of the cap-
. ltal appear alternatively. So it can be 'seen thag in the casé of teachers li-
brary attendance cannot be regarded as-g kind of measure of cultural level,
+The interconnections are more complex, Attendance of several libraries and
within this the use of special libraries, the information demand and supply,
inaword’attitude ‘to the library give a certain,- seemingly acceptable
index. At the same time we can also state how significant role is played in -
the life of ‘country teacher by the public library, which provides the teach-
6r with "pieges of reading" at present, but could be made suitable for pro-
« viding him also with spegcial literature and transmitting educational informa-
‘tion. It is also clear. from our data that the role of special libraries in-
creases together with the size of the settlement which can be Tegarded as
natural, surely there are special libraries in’larger cities only, The fact

situation is very unhealthy for that matter, Only 11 libraries are in large .

cities and one in the country.{ This extraordinarily uneven distribution is

the fact that the majority of the libraries of country secondary schools rival
those of the capital makes the situation satisfying, ‘ :

In the course of the survey it raised difficulties that the register of

« library readers in libraries' and special libraries in particular is less dif-
ferentiated. In general, we got to'know the number of teachers after the .
examination of the cards of all the readers, If the libraries themselves paid
more attention to the composition of their readership, a sociological survey

for passible disengagement or alienation, : P

- ) :
e .. . \
Yo, . .

which is the county library, The majority of the latter are now already ca- °*

This is an already familiar order of succession at the extreme ends

member at present but‘also his Past contacts with any library and the reason |

5

capital is very disad¥antageous from the viewpoint of the teacher, though this ‘_'

-
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Data characteristic of library attendance as a process:.

never a library reader 19 percent. - .
library reader only formerly . . 32 percent '
library. reader at present, 49 percent .
The proportion of. drop-outs was higher than expected, Considering thé im-
‘ portant consequences of library policy of this question, we examined the-da- |
ta of "ex" library readers more closely. . » ’
Library readers only formerly: ’ /Percent/

., Teachers in coyntry prima schools 28
Teachers in the primary schools of the capital - 28

+ Assistant masters in the capital . 37
Country assistant masters ~ 42

Fhe number of drop-outs is considerably higher than that of those who
are absolutely indifferent for that matter among pérsons working in country
. primary schools in particular, It is a typical case: after the completion of
~ their studies they moved to smaller towns and broke awdy from the university
and the library simultaneously. Of course , there are other versions, too:
he may have been dissatisfied with the services rendered by the library, the
. library may have been far from his home or place of work, it may have been
because gf lack of time, etc. We do not know how th home library as well
as the school library substitute for the library th dﬁ"eﬁ-o"ut had lost or left,
v At programming the computex we did not think thaz the proportion of drop-
. outs was so high, so the modified proces$ing of ddta and possibly supplemen-
= tary investigations are necessary tn order to propose the most feasible ar-
L _rangement fdr' the solution of the question. We know less than necessary a-
bout why somecteacher is not a library member, _i;}x turn, we have ample data
concerning what libragy attendance depends on. e =© v -
- “ : ) -
“ We have nc;tL examined subjective factors regardéd as of decisive ime N4

portance on the other Hand. Out df the objective moments we considered as
most important the following\"where" /city or the country; primary.or sec-
1

ondary schoool /"what"/i.e. subject/ and "since when" the interviewed
teaches. Besides also the following were important: his weekly worktime
/devoted to teaching activities/,.whether he participates in extension train-
ing, whether his book demands are satisfied in his opinion. We have made
LY also other comparisons /knowledge of languages, reading of periodicalg,
- etc./ however, these are - though interesting - matters of detail, they Qave
not set particular problems and may be disregarded for this once, :

. On the basis of the very simplified table on next page we may infer
g what library attendance depends on most, .

P




HOW THE P OPORTION OF LIBRARY READERS CHANGES IN INDIVID- o
UAL GROUP OF TEACHERS? .

- . : ,

“ L
— 1
T \ o 4’ ) Percentage of library readers '
: _ of the whole sainple: 49 )
’ YR P
' "Distribution by settlements; , i
. Budapest : . 47 percént
Countty ‘ 50 percent 8
Distribution by schoals: . C o\
. Primary . 5 S ‘
: ' Secondary ' 45 " :
. Where und what he teaches: . ’
- Lower forms . . L " -
humane subjects f ) - 58
modern languages and sclences ) , 43 "
= other Subj cts . ,‘; . 43 . "
Since when he teachés- oo R )
. 6 years « 59 " ’ -
7-15 years : : ' 52
. 16 years, or more o . 43 v
. Weekly worktime at school: ) ¥
Y ! under 30 hours 3 ‘ w49 "
30 hours, or more 52 "
He is satisfied with book and periodlcal -supply . !
Yes 48 "
Ne = e T

~ ’

The table calls for fio particular explunation. We have already mentioned
o that there are more library readers among those who work in prima;
- schools, It is striking, however, that a miich higher proportion of those who i
instruct humane” subjects use library services than those who instruct fied- .
. ern languages and sciences. The data relatéd to the duration of teaching -
" the proportion is decreasing parallel with the increase of term of office - :
' gcorroborates what has been said about drop outs, The indexes of worktime, 4.
< in turn, demonstrate that lack of time, to which a number of people are \
\vﬂling to refer, is not a drawback to mtensive library use, contram’.ly the \
highest is the proportion of those who are most occupied,

The question of‘ satisfaction nientiOned for the last time is al- N
. so interesting, The point under discyssion is n ot the percentage of li - %,
brary readers satisfied or dissatisfied with libmry services, , '

. We want to know the percentage of Iibrary readers among ithose persons
o who are satisfied a's well as dissatisfied with book supply. Name]y, we have .

+ other subjects: mainly drawing, singing-music and workshop practice
are intended by these. .

EMC ' \. . . -
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‘ plies: yes - no - in patt.

/

axperienced that there is a number of persons who ~ though they are not li-

- ‘brary members, at all, - are satisfied with book and periodical supply. Be- "

vause of the methodological lesson we shall review the replies to the ques-
tion cdncerning teachers’ opinion of the extent of their own supply. The
question was, the following: "Are books and periodicals necessary for the pre-
patations for the lessons available? /Closed-ended question/, possible ne-

The interviewed persons were satisfied in general, 80 percen¥ had
access to the necessary books and periodicals. Only 20 percent said that
they were not .- or only in part - supplied with these instruments of labour.
This means that we need not be concerned with the majority, at least the
situation of 20 percent must bé raised to the general level, and then this im-
portant field of special literature supply of teachers /preparation for the "
lessons/ can be~eqnsidered as satisfactory. However, if we get a nearer
view of the situation of the dissatisfied 20 percent, we cannot but see that
they are provided with books and library services on the highest level.

UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS THE NUMBER OF THE DISSATISFIED IN-:
CREASES AS WELL AS DECREASES, HOW THE AVERAGE 20 PERCENT
I'S; MODIFIED : :

v
\

) Dissatisfied with the services 20 %

156

teaching in a primary school - ) 19"
teaching in a secqndary school < 23"

_ never a library reader TR 15

reader in a public or speci&llibrary - . 24"
home stock under 100 volumes ; 16
home stock over 300 volumes : 19 "
daily preparations one hour or less 6"
daily preparatipns three hours or more 25"

i ext day’s lesson/ . . -
the teacher Mbryry of the school has

less tfan 600 volumes ¢ ] 13" \

morefthan J500 volumes . 28

[N
s

»

' T

" 'The line of data clearly demonstrates.that satisfaction cloaks the lack ™.
of demands. In turn, dissatisfaction with supply incréases-parallel with be-

™ ing well-informed. Let this be a warning: appropriate measures cannot be

taken if we start from demands only. In connection“with cultural demands, it
may be mentioned that - apart from an insignificant minority - those persons
frequent libraries, most /1-2 times a week/ who have a number of books at , -
home and whose significant book source is also the school library. The fol-
lowing clear-cut conclusion may be drawn from the investigation: cultural
demands imply intensive library use. o
-« As far as home libraries are concerned, we must mention at least
that their,importance and voluffien /number of volumes/ showed a striking in-
crease between 1962 and 1972, Their importance grows mainly in the pre-
parafions for the nex%l ’s lessdns, as for their quantification, they gen-

erally outnpumber the home libraries of intellectuals of other professions
- : : :

“ v
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/e.g. teachers spend moye on books than physicians thou ‘ their salary is
considerably leas/, 47 PErcent of the interviewed has ab‘;‘tlxlt 500 volumes or
more, The data of the position of home stocks. are similarly favourable,

.

* ADDITIONAL STATEMENT o o

-
Aqﬁ‘equently quoted . tact is the utmgst‘lmpodance of reading in
.. . childhood arid adolescencs, We must, therefore, investigate the teacher as
o . a medium of culture. Let mg quote, as a Supplementary fact, ‘one surprising
. item from among our research achievements. R was in 262 and in 1972,
respectively, that, according to thé same viewpoints, ' we ‘Ssked the tedchn
‘ers-.about hdw they were -making use of the dervices offered by libraries
in their preparations for the lessong, in their ext nsion-training, . and if any,
In" thelr research work. A, teacher's activity is N in. itself a creative .
kind of work, but in this case we limited our interests to research work |
In the stricter sense of the word, Within .ten the rate of teachers -
engaged in' research work grew from six to twenty percents. Seeing that
scientific work demands tremendous ‘energies for' absorption; just ke any \
educational work of high level, the growth may not necessarily considered v
as a pleasing fact. We went on, therefore, with our investigations, Thus,
we got to khow thal research work and educational ‘activity were in each
case® compatibile, latter having been strengthened by’ the former. we do not
- - speak here of any kind' of- half-teachers, or of men of genius, suffering
from the imprisonment of the classroom: we are thinking of 'a new type of.
&ducatars, ' of creative, expeilmen!ing ‘peorle, performing a careful education-
el activity in favour of the future generation. ‘We, librarians, must adopt our
services o their needs, wich wil nt be an easy job far us.
i @ L] A .
. v . T
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SURVEY OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF PLACES o e

‘OF EMPLOYMENY OF ENGINEER AND TECHNICIAN

g READERS IN THE HUNGARIAN CENTRAL TECNICAL :
PRI LIB}%ARY_ KD DOCUMENTATION. CENTRE IN 1970 |

7
'

The scientific-tgchnical revolution, the characteristic process of our .
age on|ja global scale, vhich comprises everything as far as. society and '
technology are concerned, means a continuously surging and ever-increas-
ing flow of information for libraries. inter alia, This especially applies to
technical libraries which are reached by .almost the "first wave of the
flood", How effective is the work of a techmical library in point of numbers? '
We have attempted to establish such indexes on the basis of library data’
through which the relationship between library work and prbduction, i.e.
the relationship between indexes of national economy could be demonstrated,

-

. "'The basis of these indexes has been furnished by the number of the en-
gineer readers of HCTLDC /Hungarian Central Technical Library and Doc-
umentation Centre/ as well as the composition of their places of employment
by branches of industry since effective engineering work is an esseptial ¢on-
dition in our developing industry on the one hand and - regarding the library
‘as'a source of information - the capability of the engineer to transmit infor-
mation means the direct connection between the library and production on the
" other, Thefnumber of engineer readers - supposing practical library use
and effective engineering work - is not at all a negligible factor from the
point of view of spécial information. The question is whether this supposi-
" tion can be confirmed in practice, whether identical trends may be observed
between the number of engineer readers and the indexes of production .of
respective branches, 1f not, then either this hypothesis is incorrect, or the
library work connected with the branch in question or the efficiency of en-
gineering work in the same branch leaves much to be desired. Perhaps there
are also other factors whose impagt can be felt /documentation centre of the,
branch, branches having:well-supplied private libraries, company seat in
the country, etc./ We have tried to approach these factors in our analytical '
work. If we investigate this question from the viewpoint of the extent to which
a branch requires innavative engineering work, then several viewpoints must
be taken into considération; A )
a/ contemporary industrial structure of our country, ' -
b/ the trend of the development of the branches of industry, *
c/ the number of specialists with higher technical education,

The special feature of each branch is besides determined by how
. quickly innovations may be realized, how effective they are, i.e. how much
they contribute to the increase of productivity. There is a close connection
between technical development and intellectual creative work related to
Lo techrfics. Inventions and innovations are the outward forms of technical cre-
* =+ ative work, In our country 2 million innovations were realized dliring the |

period between 1950 andl 1970 and 21,100 patents were approved”, the esti-

* BUJTAS Ldszlé; Taldlmdnyok, "know how"-k., 'ﬁjitésblg eredménymegdlla~
. pitdsa és elemzése, /Establishing the suc&essfulness, and analysis of in-" -
ventions, know-hows and innovations/ Budapest. 1971, :

58]

. <, M
’ NVEY :
.. D4




- { -
i . - .

) - ~
mated useful value of which may be pdt}SQ thousand mittion Forint, These
data prove that the influence of engineering work is significant even on the
level of national econdmy, The conscious creattve activities of technical- gpe«
cialists comprisé‘a considerable reserve of the material-technical enrichment
of our country, From among the many kinds of factors we have chosen the in-
dex of those technicians with university and secondary education who are reg-
ular readers since the-other .factors canpot'be influenced through the libra-

. TY.' ., " . ’

Our wérk comprised the following analytical tasks:

: 1/ We have compared the numbér of specialists enrolled in the

HCTLDC who have- university or secondary technical education with the num-

ber of engineers employed in individual branches of industry, as well as with

~ the production indexes per employee in individual branches.

2/ We have compared the bedkstock and the number of readers of

‘ firm libraries of individual branches of industry with the number of engineers .

employed at the same place. K
3/ We ha¥e made a survey on how many of the readers of the

HCTLDC worked at research and planning institutes and we have checked

this number’ with the number of people employed at industrial research. insti-

tutes and with expenditures on research. ~ .

** 4/ Finally, we have examined how many of the engineer and techni-
cian readers of the HCTLDC belonged, to the employees of individual firms as
well .as branches of industry. ’ !

Table 1 reveals.the number and proportion of engineer readers of -
the HETLDC int relation to technicians employed in individual branches of in-
dust'ry and the productipn indexes. There is an interesting coincidence be-

_tween the number of engineer readers and the data of, technicians and produc- °
tion, indexes. Consequently, precision engineering, telecommunication and

electromechanical éngineering rank first in all the three ¢olumns. The reld-

tionghip between the reading density of specialists and the development of

the branch of industry is corroborated also by the undermentioned data of the

increase of production, The increase of production in-precision engineering,

telecommunication and electrgmtchanical engineering is eight times the in-
crease in machine industry, The proportion of the increase of production
within the branch'is the following: - > '

Electromechanical engineering: telecommunication: precision engineering =
1:2,5:4,5 . : o te T .

. . It is little surprising now that also the ¢xamihation of the develop-
ment of industrial production showed that the proportion of products manufac-
tured by the machine industry for three years at most confirmed the same

.

result; N
. Precision éngineering ! 46,0 percent
\ Telecommunication ‘ 51,3 "
Machine industry : . 38,7 e
Vehicle industry : 28,8 ¢ '
. . JElectromechanical engineering 28,7 "
Metalware industry’ . ,» 27,3 " ‘

T

+ 25 years of industry in Hungary. Budapest 1970. .
»  ++ Az ipari termelés sSzerkezetének alakuldsa 1970-72. /Development of
the structure of industrial production/. Budapest, Stat.K. 1973. 13. p.

‘ . . . 59
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In table #'chemica-l industry #anks secorfd, there are 8,6 engineer readers
enrolled’in the HCTLDC 100 technicians employed in the same industry,
Thethigh level of our cal industry and within this that of pharmaceutical
industry is well-knowy” 1t ig obvious that the literacy of the wdrkers of this
indystry and the copSequent high level of their technical education ig direct«
ly proportional tg/the results Ylelded by this tndustry, It is regrettable that
in food industry”and light industry - which produce a significant propqgrition

of otir exporsd - the number of engineer readers per 100 technicians. ‘ém- = .
ployed by e industty is very low /1,6 resp, 1.5/. Accordingly, thé produc-
tiofi indekes are only the half of the production indexes of telecommunicdtion
and precisfon engineering. Within light industry, textile inddstry is an axcep-

posed to branches concentrated. in Budapest, In their case there is a double
impact observable; the pccumulation of research institutes and intellectual

engrgies in Budapest on the one hand and the planned distribution of places.
of p;‘Oductton in the gountry on the other, .
N

Table 2 shows the number of volumes and readers in firm iibraries
belonging to individual branches of industry, There is an interesting coinci- )

the readers of firm libraries and eveq the stock of firm libraries, The table
shows the number of reagers of technical libraries per 100 technicians em-

ployed, Here chemical industry ranks first: 730 readers per year, then tele- '
communication-precision engineering with 580 readers per. yehr and machine

technicians. /We could not obtain a related to the use of firm libraries in
food industry./ The bookstock of’ irm libraries displays a similar trend. In_
chemical industry there are 1800 voldnes for 100 technicians, in telecommu-
nication-prectsion engineering 1700 volumes, while in-light industry only 225
volumes, A separate investigation attempted to reveal the proportion of*bor-
rowers who worked at research and planning institutes, This can be found in
.Table 3. In the order of Juccession we have taken into consideration the
branches of industry from which most research workers came to our library.
The industrial research {nstitutes form a separate .group so as to check them
with the number, of specialists employ’ed in the field in question. . N

¢

" As can be seen, the distribution of our borrowers coming from re-
search institutes by branches of industry corresponds to the distribution of
employees of industrial research institutes. Since the Statistical Annual .
treats machine industry, telecommunication and precision engineering cumu-
latively, we do. so for the sake of compatibility, So the proportion of read- :
ers frol research institutes of machine tndustry is 42 percent as opposed.to. ...
50 percent in machine industry, In chemical industry 19 percent is opposed
to 20 percent, [n power industry the proporfion of reading is better, than

employvees of the same industry. Altogether 2619 of our borrowers work at
research and planning institutes. as well as national institutions, The latter
have been stressed also by virtue of thetr significance, This number amounts
to 16 percent of all our enrolled borrowers and 35 percent of our engjineet
60 . !

.

BY)




, ' HCTLDC, 43,5 percent of them had university and secondary technical edu-,

E

o

B B 8
xeaders. ln our opinian these figures dyly demonstrate that the HCTLDC
takes s share of the promotion of resfarch and development work of the .
country. The technical library provigés the background of production and
research. The decisive role of eng eering work in Budapest is significant '
in addition to numerteal data, too exactly in consequence of the Budapest
seats of research, planning and Aattonal institutions, In addition to industrial

“research wnstitutes, there 1s g espectable number of researfch institutes of
the Hungarian Academy of Sctences /251 persons/, the professioraté of uni-
versittes /482 persons/ and'national institutions 4343 persons/. It 1s need-
lesy to stress the role of these institutions in the direction of the devgjop-'

o
Ve » . -
Finally, the distributian of specialists of technical university edu-
cation was examiried. The number * of active techinicians of university educa~ .
tion can be broken down as follows: . R o I
. "~ mechanical enginner 40 percent
electrical enginecer weo I8t
architect ehgineer s 11
chemical engineer * . . * 9
- civil engineer o B § " -
. metallurgical engineer S A
‘mining engjneer ' 4
other engineer

AT

4 vt

- [ ¥ N s
Their number totalled 60,800 in 1970, It must be noted that one reasen for ,
this distribution s that the education of mechanical engineers wag not del
partmentalized for a long time, The education of electrical engjneers began:
“only in 1949, so electrichi engineers over the age of 40 were granted theik
. diplomas by the faculty of mechanical engineering, According to present- ]
day real distribution mechanical engineers come to 26 percent while elec- "
‘_tricdal engineers come to 30 percent. About the half of the active techniciany
of university education work in Budapest, i,e, about 30,000 persons. With
régard to our Budapest seat it goes without saying that our-readers come
from among these engineers, o »

In 1970 there were about 170.000 readers enrolled in the

cation. We found that 80 percent of our engineer readers came from 232
Institutions, 35 percent of 7414 engineer readerst/2619 persons/ came
from researgh and planning institutes, faculties of universities as well as
various national institutions while 65 percent /4795 persons/ were engineers
working in céthpanies, In certain instances institutions are not enumerated
one by one but cumulatively fe,g. institutes of the Hun arian Academy of .,
Sciences, {nstitutes of the Ministfy of Metallurgy and Machine Industry,
institutes of the Ministry of Heavy Industries, etc. /. Briéfly summarized,
the findings of our inviestigatiohs' are the following: ' )
- More than.200 persons came to ouny llbrary‘ from among the employees of
tha following instirdtions: -+ .. A
. Research tnotitutos of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, v
Technical University of Budgpest, , . . -
’ Csepel Works . St

J/
+ Felsd ds kizéploku szakemberek végzettség szarint, /Specialists
with university and secondary education, tho disteibution of their
education/. Budapest, Stat.K. 1971. ! ) oo .

*+ [3
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" lowing institutionss

_ Mining 130 12.300

- 100-200 persons came to our library from among the employees of the fol-
. United Incandescent Lamp and Electric Company Led. &
" Hunga State Railways
GANZ-MAVAG Works '
Research 1 stitute of Electrical Automation
VEGYTER
Institutes of the Mmlsn'y of Metallurgy and Machine
Industry
21 -100 borrowers came from : lg institutions,
1. s . "
31- ”"
21- "
1 1 - ” 1 4
6- 10 " 69

We hope that the present paper hnrduly emphasized our original as-
sumption that library use is an essential condition of effective engineering
work. 1t may be taken for granted that the work of engineer readers who visit
libraries is much more effective than that of non-réaders. The increase of
the number of engineer readers must be inevitably accompanied by the im-
provement of the quality of engineering work and™the increase of its' efficien-
cy. It shows also the branches of industry within which the acquisition of
professional literature must be increased for there is a social demand on it
indeed, as well as the branches of industry within which it is enough to con-
tent ourselves with the acquisition of the most important works for there is
no demand on an extensive base of professional literature. In branches lag-
ging behind readex propaganda must be increased in order to change emp-
Ioyees in light industry and food industry into active readers of technical lit-
erature.

Table 1.

Branch of Industry Readers Employed Engineer Produotj.on+
of the technicians readers of 1indexes in
' ) HCTLDC > no. percent the HCTLDC relation to
. per loo the number .
employed - of employees
technicians

[

Telecommunication,
. precision engineer
ing, electromecha- .
nical engineering 1452 24.500
Chemical industry loo8 1l.700
dachine industry 970 23.900
Power industry 153 4.500
Vehicle industry 517 16.200
Food industry e =2 e =
Metallurgy 143  9.500
Building material . 92 6.000

QY5 O O
- lm WVe -
WVIHWMI ORS00 TN

1
...

Light 1nduati’y - 293 19.700

Pari adatér 1960-1970. {industrial quick-reference book.) 1. vol. Buda~
pest, Stat. K. 1972. 276 p *

*

b
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Table 2. S

. N
Branoh of industry Readers Je -0f emp- Pirp libraries Firm library
: of the loyed tech- reader/year vol reader/ycar -
"HOTLOC nicians ‘ vol.per l@o

/éngineer/ ! emp. tech,
R Telecommunication.
Precision engineer
ing, electromech, ) } . T
engineering 1452, 24.500 " 143,070 417.000 530 1700
‘Chemic&1~1ndustry lo08° 11.700 86.250 211.000 730s 1800
Machine,lnduatry; 970 23.900  1900.480 250.000" 420 1500 _
Power industry - T 153 4.500 9.750 29.000 217 640
Yehiole industry 517 16.200 22.400 116.000 139 72, ,
Food industry v 176 11. 000 N no data
Metallurgy 143 . 9,500 -7.700 74.000 81 780
Mining . 130 12.300 7.000 32,000 57 260
Light industry 293 19.700 8.300 19.700 42 44
Building material ind, 92 6.000 ‘ 2.500 34.000 41 60
Table 3, ‘

The distribution of the places of employment of readers of the .
HCTLDC working in research instihtes by ‘branches of industry

Industrial research insitutes s
==——=>I28; regearch insitutes +

Branoh of industry Engineer reader No.of employeesy Expendi tures
of the HCTLDC .in industrial mPt

/employees in res. insti-

industrial res, tutes

ingtitutes/ .

P4

Telecommunication L .

and pr c.engineering - 257 - So0%

Machin industry 21_3; a]l._

together: 48< persons /42%/ 6.500 /50 %/ . .

Chemical industpy 220 /19%/ 2.600 /20 %/ 234

Power industry 97 ] / 8%/ 160~/ 6 %/ 99

Vehicle induatry, : :

transport S 81 // ™%/ 400 / 3 %/

Research in water ' s .

eonservanoy 79 / %/ A

Metallurgy a 59 "/ 5%/ S60 / & / 66

Light industry ' 49 / 4%/ 600 /4,5%/ 60

. Mining 36 / 3%/ 600 /4,5%/ 51

Pood industry 35 / 3%/ 180 / 6 %/ 75

Building material ., 24 / 28/ 212 / 2 %/ 65 .

) * 1.162 persons s —— -
v ‘ ) ~ )

In industrial research institutes- 1.162 of our readers are emp.
industrial planning institutes 257 " :
universities 484 " #
institutes of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences 251 "

National institutions : %g_g . :
Other scientific institutes " ~ -

Total: - 2.619 persons

-* Tudoményos kutatas 1970. (Scientific msm). Bp, Stat. K. 1972. 78 p. ..
- 59 .
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENT ’ . ] . \
L TIG, reason for our survey was a presuppositioh claiming a rela- b
tionshwp between theé mumber of the technical librarieg’ engincer-readers and
.the production indexes of the branches’ of industry repres aented’ by them. In .
N oth:or words, v e wanted to discover. the immmediate "finandial" effect of the
tibrary on production. ' } o
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READING HABITS OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AS

REVEALED BY A ONE-WEEK TIME BUDGET SURVEY

< .
In April, 1973, among the students of the Attila [6zsef University =
/Szeged/, the structure of activities of the way of life was examined with
the help of one-week time budgets and staridardized interviews, Within the

framework of the examination of the structure of activities,reading, as an
extremely important working phase and activity of self-education,had to be

budget was made of 20 percent of the basic population of the Attila Jozsef
University between April 11-18, 1973, /This is the corpus of our study/,
Diaries of activities were filled by more than four‘hundred students,

view form, The selection of the sample was simple and random, An alphabet-
ical list was made of the names of all the students broken down into faculties
and years and on the basis of the above-mentioned principle every fifth ag
well as seventh . students were in the sample, '

After our’earlier survey exploring the problem and determining the
function of some activities, reading in the first place, the aim of var two
"instrumental” /diary of activities and standardized interview/ surveys was .
to examine'the content of the way of life of students with the help of the struc-
ture of activities, above al} working and leisure activities with special regard
to reading. The°codes of our diaries of activities were grouped so that the
activities of students weare divided Into 7 broad groups and 65 kinds of activ-
ities, among them the making of notes on required reading and not required
Teading were taken into consideration, The standardized interview was.above ,
all aimed at the exploration of individual phases of the working process, so
the making of notes on required reading, We examihed how frequently indi-
vidual working elemeg_tg_,@.cmm:ed.onmthe-days«a : tiiie and
how certain activities were repeated during term. One of our suppositions
was that students were not equipped with working tools as required, The

" supply of textbooks and lecture-notes was not satisfactory, On one hand. cer-

tain textbooks and lecture notes were not available, on the gther the students
of certain faculties ought to have gpent so \reat amounts on textbooks /in ad-
dition to dictionaries/ whizh they could not\afford, Therefore a significant
proportion of students went to ‘libraries /universit library, libraries of in-
stitutes and faculties/ not Just to read further prof};ssional literature but be-
cause it was only there that they could get access to certain working tools,

65

- e W»'-‘ 7
N ..




1.e. textbooks, without standing in line, In our sample the proportion of wom-
en is higher, the time budget was filled in by 68.3 percent and the standard-
1zed interview by 69.3 percent, Of those students who did not comefrom the
seat of the university more women than men lived in hostels. Among men a*
higher proportion lived in lodgings. The school-leaving certifichtes of women
were better, Among women there were more outstanding pupils than among
men, Better school achievement may he partly accounted for by the fact that
among the W\vomen there were more professional people.
' Nearly the half of the students /48.7 percent/ came to the university-
from small towns, ‘while the other half came from big cities as well as county
seats or middle-size towns of equal size, We think that drawbacks caused by
-settlement structure must be pointed out. s effect may make itself felt both
«in school archieveme?? and the structure of culture, In the analysis of the
university education of parents we have found that minimally 14 percent
/whose fathers did not finish the eight classes of the primary school or its
equivalent/ is at disadvantpge with regard to the cultural environment of the -
family. When hereinafter we shall give the amount of time of the reading ele-
ments of the structure of activities, we always use average time, This was
obtained by figuring oyt the whole time spent on the activity on the basis of
- the time budget and dividing it by the number of students filling in the diaries
of activities irrespective of whether they read or not.

. . . 0
THE DISTRIBUTION OF KINDS-OF ACTIVITJES IN THE WEEKLY 168-

HOUR TIME BASIS /NOT REQUIRED READING EMPHASIZED,:REQUIRED
READING IN WORKING TIME,"/ . .

°

\

-
w

“Kind of ‘activity v Percent

Hour, decimal hour

Ll

Studying = working time . : T . .
Working time restricted - » . o

to university 21.28 © 12.7
‘Work that can be done N
at home 25.14 . 15.0
L . i6.42  27.7 . -
- Political, puplic activity 1,71 1,0
Activity connected with work >
‘Traffic 3.57 2,1
Instructional excursion 1.56 0.9 )
journey home .87 1.1
. Leisure activities »
. Use of mass media ~ 459 2.07
Culture;—entertainment-—----3. 33 . 0.0
READING /not required/ 4.66 2.7
friendly company,courting 11.10 6.7
Gainful employment 0.52 5 T 0,3
Sports 1.46 ' 0.9 -
- Niscnllanebus employments 1,49 0.9
. -  Scientific work /not :
» _ . pequired 0.41 - 0.2
. _ A 27.26  16.4 -
66 5 i .
o
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Ki.nd of activity |,

‘

Hour, decimal hour Pefcent
) Passive spending of leisure "’ v ' N
time . : . , 9.32 5.0 © o
Domestic work . o 2,54 1.5
" Time spent on physiolggical . Lot o
. needs BN 16.69 10,0
Sleep - 57.70 ' 34.3
.- ) 168 100.0 - e
hours percent

. - : ! | ,
* It ig obvioug that reading of not required character takes on the average
4.66 hoursra week, this is. 2,7 percent of employments of the whole week and
within the structure of leisure time is the second most time-consuming em-
loymeni," We shall deal with required reading in breaking

[ unconditionally spent in a club or walk-
ay mean reading periodicals or books in two in the parlour of the_
Library. , .

ES IN THE MORNINGS AND AFTERNOONS

DISTRIBUTNON OF ACTIVI
OF THE WE /ONLY LEISURE ACTIVITY/

. /IN THE PERCEWTAL STRUC
AND AFTERNOONS OF THE

%umz OF ACTIVITIES IN THE MORNINGS
WEEK/

average \l hour?

-
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" Readinglof not required character in the m

spend working time in a s
alternate\within 24 hours.
notes of riequired reading
of not required character takes 3,68 hours every
most time-consuming employment,

here is a possibility for it be
Ingle time-block, wor
'So there is a possib
and not required reading

both for the making of
in the morning, Reading

ornings of the week takes on the
cause the students do not
g time and leisure time

afternoon, it is the second
Reading of such character takes 1.5 per-

67

Activity - Mornings Afternoons
: hour \decimal hour, percent hour, decimal hour, perc,
_ N 1
Leisure activities 6,38 10,1 21,27, . 33.8
,  Use of mass media 1.2 V1.7 3.57 5.8
culture, enter- . \ .
*tainment 0.38" \ 0.6 3.22 5.1
READING /not re- \ .
quired/ 0.98" \ 1.5 3.68 5.8
friend%y cot{lpany 2.42 \\3.8 8.7 13.8
gai employ- . .
ment | 0.23 * 4.3 0.3 ' 0.4
sports, 0.69 1.1 0.77 1.2 ‘
scientific work \ ' I
/not réquired/ 0,21 O.\B Q2T 0.3
other elnployments 0.45 0.7 0.83 1.3
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cent of activities in the morning and.5,8 percent in the afternoon. In the sur-
vey of a week-day and a weekend as well as a Sunday we found that Saturday
and Sunday deviated from weekdays from the viewpoint of working time taken
by activities that can be carried out at the university, In work that can be-
done at home there is hardly discernible deviation of one minute or two. On
Saturday the student’s less study is "recompensed" by domestic works:
washing, irpoing and shopping. On Sunday the time spent on leisure activi-
ties increades. Students read more on Saturday and Sunday.

THE STRUCTURE OF ACTIVITIES ON WEDNESDAY, e
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

/1IN PERCENT OF INDIVIDUAL DAYS/
» .

€

Kind of activity - ~ ' Wednesday ' Saturday Sunday
min. . % min, * % min, %

Leisure activities /morée time-consuming/
7

Use of mass media 1.9 64 bob 64 | b
Culture, entertain-

ment 17 1.2 4 2.8 39 2.7

READING /not re- : ‘

quired/ 36 2,5 48 . 3.3 49 3.4

Friendly company 84 5.8 123 8.5 126 8.7

S

The above table shows that though students read more on weekend and Sun-
day than on week-days, the time requirements and percental propertion of

this activity do not increase by leaps and bounds like other activities, con-
sequently reading is an activity regularly carried out throughout the week,

READING IN WORKING TIME = °

a

In recent years, mainly after the introduction of the reform of higher
education, the educational organization of institutions of higher education re-
quires of students to study regularly week by week, to read regularly and to
make notes of reading matter, Regular preparation means that time spent
daily on study, preparation and the making of notes of required reading must
be unconditionally incorporated into the working time of students, 45.8 per-
cent.of students worked more than 48 hours a week and this exceeded the
working time of workers, Our task was to find out how much of this working
time, comprising working time spent at the university.and at home, was spent
on making of notes of required reading. In the time budget working time was
divided into the following:

1. working time restricted to university /attendance at classes, etc,/

2. work that can be done at home, i,e. employments not prescribed in the
curriculum, but which are the preconditions of study, Activities were clas-
sified as such and among them required reading stands high on the list, The
source of nearly 100 percent of required reading is firstly the University :
Library or the libraries ofsthe faculties and departments, Even the public li-

. . v
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brary of the city may come into question. Students did not possess required
reading of their own, From among the interviewed 423 students 310, i,e. 73
percent went to the Universitg/ Library for required reading on the week
under survey. From among 289 women 249, i,e, 86,2 percent and from among
134 men 61, i,e, 45.8 percent went to the University Library. Consequently
womern lay greater stress on the study of set books during term,

The performance of working phases at home revealed correlation
* %, with the year. From the first year upwards the high proportion of working
*hours decreased, but even so 46 percent of the students worked for more
¢ than 24 hours weekly at home, We think the study’ confirmed also our suppo- .

"~

recitation, the number of study hours grew » more hours were spent on re-
quired and professional reading, a higher level of preparation was required
by lecturers for practice lessons and professional literature is indispensable
to, the acquirement of this material, - o

- THE PERFORMANCE OF INDIVIDUAL WORKING A
p PHASES, AMONG mazvé MAKIGNG OF NOTES ON REQUIRED
- READIN

»
. With regard to the average of.the whole week 50 percent of the
students was engaged in the study of réquired books, If we divide the whole
length of time by the number of students, who filled in the time budget, we
get a weekly average of 3.64 hours, However, if we divide it only by the
+ number of those who read in fact, than we get a weekly average of 7,37
hours, In the mornings 39 percent of the students read set books for 3,83
hours and this proportion was somewhat higher, i,e. 43 percent in the af-
terngons for 5.16 hours, The highest proportion of students makes notes on
requtted reading in addition to preparations for practice lessons, i.e, study-
ing, for the longest time, Different amounts of working time at home are dis-
posed of by the student as is made possible by working time at the university
and continuous preparation, Non-attendance at classes by nearly 30 percent
entails that particularly in the afternoon they use their classmates’ notes to.
make up for what they had missed, It is a much greater loss of time than if
they attended lectures regularly. In our opinion a working phase of regular
preparation, making of notes on required reading is done by students as
regularly as required. There is required and recommended reading for the
students of the three faculties alike, Reading matter can be acquired in the
University Library, the library of the faculty or the department, possibly in
the public library of the city, without much difficulty, It is true that students
would like to accumulate more reading matter at the same time and rather
‘they wait and borrow it from their classmate and then they fill in the gaps.
7.36 hours in the case of those who make note's on actual required reading
shows that they spend a daily average of more, than one hour on this working
- phase if they can get at required reading, ‘

-

Taking into consideration the making of notes on required reading
in libraries by faculties, we can state that occasions of visit concern alto-
gether 73,3 percent of the students, The students of the faculty of sciences
read less required reading in the University Library, only, 34,1 percent of
them, they are followe\d by law students with S55.1 percent, On the week under *
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“survey arts students read set books most frequently in thg University Libra-
ry, their proportion is 152,9 percent. _ T

. L

BEGINNINGS OF ORIGINAL SCIENTIFIC WORK .

- There is a close interrelationship betweer the studentss scientific and
self-educational work as well as libraries since students do a significant
part of their scientific work and self-education depending on the stock of li-
braries. The study of prescribed professional literature may be an index of
' identification with studying. Earlier we have seen that on the week under. sur-
vey 50 percent of students dealt with profegsional literature for a weekly av- ‘
erage of more than 7 hours or on the basis of our sample more than 3 hours,
. PFhe frequency’of visiting libraries and among-them the University Library is
. considerably influenced by the students’ idea of the neces sity-of visiting li-
' braries. We tried to analyze this idea in a previous survey of ours.

N

IDEA OF THE NECESSITYOF REGULARLY VISITING THE UNIVERSITY .

LIBRARY - A v
Degree of necessity For studying For self-edu;\\l'::'nteﬂainment .
‘ ) . cation
: ~. N= 1258 N= 1258 N= 1258
Unconditionally - - v : / :
. . necessary 61.3 .. 55.7 . 33.5 :
Not unconditionalty -
necessary 33.6 376 1 4144
Very rarely . -, A . 4
o necessary : 3.6 3.8 15.0
Not necessary - 1.5 2.9 4.1
“Total ' %00.0 =~  100.0  100.0, »
a Students consider visiting the University Library most necessary primarily .
for their studying and self-education. A considexable proportion, however,
gets at the professional literature necessary for his studies and original
scientific work not qily here but also in the libraries of the faculty, the in- -

stitute and the publié library of the city. Visiting the University Library on
yearly average comprigses several kinds of activities, 38,3 percent of: stu-

dents borrows regularly; a yearly average of 60,7 percent reads and makes
notes on required reading and professional literature, 35,3 percent studies

own notes; 31.4 percent reads for the purpose of self-education and enter- e
tainment. Consequgntly, the University Library plays not only a mediatory

role in making avaﬁr;ble the body of knowledge but provides study space for

more than one third of the students. THey prepare here for their examina- -
tions. ' )

. Regular visiting of libraries regularly begins to shape during the -
second semester, it manifests itself in the second and third years, then
frequency is somewhat reduced. According to the data of our earlier survey
more than the half of students regularly visit a library on yearly average but
with different frequency. The index of activity carried.outina library, prima-
rily in the library of an institution of higher education is consequen ly an im-~

0
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portant data in the examination of the degree of students’ identification with
their work, T iamou.nt of time spent on regular reading, i, a, required, re-
commended and bther professional literature connected with work is signi-
cantly influenced by the followings: , . . S

a/ main subject; R
b/ sense of vocation in the making; ' : ' .
c/ system of requiiements in the institution of higher education in

~

question;
~ d/ rational time economy ‘ . . .

Reading plays a significant cole in the structure of the students’ activities

both in working time and leisure time, Their expectations show that they ’

their time ecoromy made it possible. The demand on more regular reading of
loger time vhas shown by the data of our earlier survey when the question to
be answered was the following: What intensity do students think necessary
in reading professional litergture, fiction and popular science after the ot
¢omplétion of their higher studies? . X i 4 :
-
TQ WHAT DEGREE DO YOU THINK NECESSARY READING AS A COMPO-
NENI-{EOEF" YOUR CONTINUOUS I:ZDUCA’PION AFTER HAVING TAKEN YOUR
DEG ? : - - t : BN

-~ - L

Frequency of reading - Professional lit, Fiction Pdp lar science
N= 1258 - N=1258  Na1258 )

. * Morq than until now 63.00 64,0 - 49.0 .
As mi as now at least 34.0 30.Q 44,0 : , :
. Won’tdhave time for it 2.0 ) . L&0. - - 40 .
. s it unnecessary 1.0 2.0 3.9 :
Total . 100.0 1000 100.0

3

The responses of the students contained an ﬁnambiguous criticism of the pre-
Sent intensity of their habits in reading professional literature and the times
spent on it, since approximately two thirds of them spoke about the rise of
the level of their professional reading prevalent at the time of the survey,

§

- READING IN LEISURE TIME ‘

'

Within tife framework of the standardized interview we asked the . »
students what they would do if they had unexpectedly three hours of leisure .

0.percent would rest, some would spend it on studying and one third -
Would carry out‘different activities, We think this great proportion of read-
ing very 'significant since, in the course of our earlier survey, we exper-
ienced that in certain groups of Jstudents the frequency of reading declined
during university years as com red to.secondary-school years, Presumably
even the students realized it but they coulc} also experience that the system of

1

»
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norms in an institution of higher education required reading of different ‘qual~

ity and weight than during secondary-school years. In secondary-school age
¢« - reading stands third in the order of rank of the most attractive employments, .

in fact it stands sixth. ¥ We.think that by such a high proportion of preference

for reading in unexpected leisure time the students criticize their reading

habits during both secondary-school and university years, There is signifi-

cant difference between sexes. The proportion of those who wish to study

does not differ considerably but while 52 percent of women would spend lei-

sure time on reading, only 42 percent of men would do so. In consequence of

« more frequent reading women are more familiar with questions related to
fiction and arts, In the analysis of the structure of activities we stated that
. on the average the leisure time of students was as follows: '

Weekly: ,. 2] hours minutes .
Mornings /together/ . 67 hott 3 minutes S .
Afternoons [together/ ' 21 hours 14 minutes

. In the analysis of the time structure of the whole week on the basis of per-
cental distribution we coudd find 7 activities carried out by 50 percent of the «
students. Reading and the use of mass media predominated. . '

) After comparison with the data of the survey of the national panel, *

we concluded that the students in institutions of higher education belonged
entirely to the category of readers. . o
During the week of our survey 13.7 percent of the students did not
read set books., Nearly 30 percent of the students read 1 hour daily at )

R . least..There is‘difference among thé¢ sexes: more women read for longer "

time than men. 21.1 percent-of the women read more than 8 hgurs on the
‘week under survey,-in the case of men this proportion was only.14.1 percent.
University achievement influerices time spent on yeading because among satis-
factory students the proportion of those who read for more than 8 hours,was
lower. The year considerably infliences the frequency of reading and the
time spent.on reading. Students in the first year read lest and the least sty -
dents who indicated reading times above 8 hours were among them. With the
progress of years, the number, of hours devoted to reading increases, 12.5
percent of the students who had filled in the time budget /423 persons/ read
not required books in the University Library, 15.2 percent of the women
and 6,7 percent of the men, Consequently the University Library helps stu-

0 dents above all with professional literature and that’s what students read in
the reading room. The proportion of borrowing not set books is much higher
than that of professional literature. This kind of reading is reflected by the

index of reading and the time spent bn reading.
a 5

W4 think that reading is such a leisure activity which is carried out
regularly by every student with more or less frequency and for different
lengths of titge. Regularity means reading one book at least a month, Stu-

dents satisfy %his demand set up by themselves, the women more, the men !
less, : o . :
Iy .

' However, 3, student does not become a reader at a”stroke, Perhaps
it is not too bold to Xenture the remark that an individual becomes a regular

+ F.GAZSO - F. PATAKI - Gy, VARHEGY!: Didkéletméd Budapesten.
' ~ /Students’ way of life in Budapest/ Budapest, 1971. 116 p. -
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. reader concomitantly with becoming a university student, There is g relative-
. ly sound distribution in the compbsition of reading matter: technical books
S Kxot required/, fiction /prose and poetry/ as well as popular science, If we
take only borrowing from a library as a basisg, an overwhelming majority of

cent and fiction by 64 percent in libraries, To this those students must be

added /about 85 percent/ who buy the books they are interest®d, in for their
‘own private libraries, To.sum it ip: the services of the University Library
* play an essential role ih the stru ure of activities of university students’
. way of life,- W ; ’ o

S

N . ' e

. ADDITIONAL STATEMENT R

. - \ .
Just one word more abowt methods: When working ameng ' under-
graduates, we did not look at them as readors, not even as lbtary users.
Inotead we sought an answer to questions concornlp'g their reading.. habits
as ‘bound on, one; hand to theL‘;. work and studles, and ‘on the other hand,
" *lo tholr leisgge time attivihes. Urfversity studento (u.ndqrg,ru_dugteg) can be
regarded snly$as loo percent reading social layer. We conducted our in-
. " vestigatipn withvithe help of time balanée diaries completed by standardized
« intervidw sheets, The goal of our survey was to acquire a frie picture of
4 the students’ readlng habits and of the rolg of the Szeged University Li-
. “brary. The University .L]b:;ury has’ lo perform a manylfold role: it supplies
the students  with campulsory readjng, with spocial lterature needed f(or °*

N independent research work, and with fiction and non~fiction for their paso- ,“
timo activities. The library must be,. besides all these! a centre for re- -
. search, toa, N . s

Some dilferences in cultural background are but natural among

students begiqning their studies, What ig deplorable ig the fact at ‘the -
ditteronces continue to grow duging their university years, Thig process
cannct be cured, except by intensive ‘Hbrdry-: attendance,

0, -
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‘DISCUSSION ' .

. ~
Rl

2 ?
.

Loador of discusaion: WALIGORA, Johanna

Just bo(o;o; tho genoral dobato, lot me oxpresg _éomo questions £
dedvod (rom the propented papers. ! ' !

, Whon .invostigating library work (rom tho poirg of view of quality, .
* wo must answor:‘thogoe quections: Do ongincers and gciontisto neod itora-
. * turo just. an much ao poople dealing with the social scionces? Is Rt indded

>

. " | Important for a public lbrary to win tho

technical Inteliogtuais for Foading?

what can a library do that pedagoguos’ tcaching nat

al seiencos ghouldy’

\uso the library to the pame extent as their
- 4

subjects?

\

o8

4

KAMARAS Intvdn . .

cogcaguou‘" toaching classical

* -

¢ e :

' + v

. 4 N
Thore is’ no such ophoro of activity wheoro, ir, addition to proper

.(unctkmn, cortain disfunctiono do

charoctorjzad. by cortain amount

not cmorge. Evon tho bost library may be
of technical mochaniom, just an oven the

begt odudator'is gullty, in a certain amount,

of didactico. The camc applios

to roading researchos, too, Suéh disfupctions may omergo, for ingtanco,
while training childron for rogular roading. A chlid can entor the tbrary ™ .
- quite cpontanecusly, driven by his own Interost or curiooity, or ho can. get
. ‘ thord through tho worit of the nchool. And the two cases arc by no ‘means
B cqual, Wo wanted tQ av%l: thd disfunctions of that kind, having published
v . L a book by Séndor Katsanyi apd Lila Kényveo-Téth ontiied "l am Ex-
T ploring the Library®, which In fact is a library guido for chlidren. Let mo
N 4 ank our colicague Drogcler If they are carrying out rosocarches on  pogsible
disfunctiong, too? Aro they planning to publish any simllar mhz:%\rlul'? *

° . o
. s .o *

. . DRESSLER, Immgard ) ’

According to the now GDR curriculum, studenty® wili Yo Introduced

_ info library use, as a part of loctures’ on, Gorman. litorature and grammar,

' There will 'be’ a gencral introduction ‘In the 2nd class. Tho socond library’ .
introduction will be held 'In tho Sth class, this timo tho use of catalogues
and othor tricks of uding a lbrary will be taught.. And In the 8th class we

- shall introduce tho 'adult library to our students. A roading Ust of sugdested
books will be glven to oach.age group.

L4 . Al . ) . . - @ -
l:OLODZIFJSKA. Jadwiga . . Y

.

‘.

- - . & . 4 v
_ I would Hke to a,pmplur collcague Szortimmal's statoment men-
o tloning that wo made simllar experiments in Szcocln, and we could make )

. . . cortain that undergraduatos who did not" attend tho library (rom the very bew , R
sginning of thoir gtudies wer¢e moro {labio to.drop out than those regularly
attending ,the library. This of course doos not mean that averybody must be

s, Lt compoﬂed to trequent the lbrarlep; thore: aro, after all, cthor ways to obtain  °
books. LA - . .
. -
! T4 s - .
LI . ' -
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DOBRYNINA, Natalia E.\' .

. Ono of our eariior survoys (Reading in Soviet provincipl towns)

has taught us that wo did not give enough attention to childrena’ reading,
Ao lor now; wo aro working ,with methods simiar to thcse of our German
colloaguoa! our ilbraries com; loment and amplity the matorial of the !mdbooka.‘

A -
' . )
WALIGORA, Johanna ‘ N oo

,
]

. ' s

. ) 4
Our rescarches .provd that intenaity of reading in’ libraries shows
a docreasing tendency after thé ' 18th year of life, this being Valid not only
o otudents but to the working youth as well.” The fact is of course' In In-
terdopendenge with an emergence of other ‘sources of supply (b\ﬂng books,
. the

their b’eing, or being not, . a rogular reador. \ R

. : . . ‘ S

PAPP Istyan

2

. L

An importart mombnt in ‘colleague Kérolyl's rescarch is the lact -
that she investigated tho came protlems within an intdrval of ten years; '
that ia, she Io trying to dotect the changes {n some respect. A aimilar
approhich is used by Attila Nagy in hig survey, as we shall see it laler.

The library is in the students' view alsowa research ‘ workshop - .
a fact stated by colleague Szentirmai. This (act'corrobornlee\ ancther one,
namely that thé lUbrary has B an important role cyen as part of the en-

- Vironmert. This claim must beo asserted when planning library buildings (or.
sthe (uture. Ono important statement in Liszid Szenlirmai's contibution was
abowt the development of a Broup's.. system of standards. I we assist the
development of a system ‘of gtandards within separate groups! then we are
helping with the development of new interpersonal’ refations as well, ¥ the

s

“- habit of reading ia acknowlodged as social' standard by workers' socialist

ERIC
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brigades, thon Wwe shall have considerable sucéesses in the reading of the
' working class.’ v . o

>

WALIGORA, Joharnna ‘ )

! | y ¢
" ) 1 regard F 5 latest statement as a statement of great importance,
seeing that up to how nothing has been told about the libraries within the

factories. / . K .
) / o ‘
. ! . Q@ ' .
ZAMFIR, Congla(utIn-Dunltru , . 4 i X

. -7 e, » . . P

I would lLike to opeak abqu! teachers who 46 most for educating

the rcading public of the flture. ‘Much complaint can be heared against
teachors e. g. [hat they do nét work well in intefest to make regular read-
ers out of the young people. -“Teachers of titoerature are otill better off in i
vthis respect, but those “teaching exact sciences ared reluctand to send chil-

dren into lbraries. We conducted invostigations in a amall provinciat town,

‘

Some 80 percents of the teacherg !oaéhlng natural sciéneés did not know

the !o&nmcal‘mgraluro which ia re::ommendablo for pupila. Therefore, °in eech

Ubrary of the cmall town we mariked the; special  literature conforming with

the curriculum. The exporiment has been going- &n for two yeara now.

Owing to tho marks and recommondal‘lams\ we. made, interest towards special
b 4 N .,

- 9

» ) ) e




o literature has considerably been increased. A change took place in the
0 . york of the liLraries, toq: a more exact knowiedge of school curricula made
. " its impact on the enrichment of the holdlngp. bocks were asked for, which
nobody had notlcoed beforey, and, what I3 ‘even more, a list of missing books
N was gent to the publiching houses. This work ought to have been. carried

owt within the ocheme of the toachers’ extencion-training; inotead it was th®
librariang who did it, to increase library attendance. '
. [

.
¢

KAROLY! Agnes

w . . N .
' h ,Right up to now, we have®’ regarded thls oolely as the task k
o “teachers of. literatyre-a great mistake. Togay we ke a trouble even of
. . the fact that 80% of the holdings in achool librarles consist of fiction. We

would llke to achieve a.rate of [filty-(ilty. Also new tasks emerge: One
must inform the much engaged teachers about literature published in hig
line, posasibiy dividdd into age-groups.
- It is a pleasure to hear the good results of our Rumanian col-
. ieagues' experimonts. So-called "specialized bibliographies, endowed with
osome kinds of pedagogical reviews, are regularly “published also In this
. _country, and as [ar as we know, teachers make dood use of them.

@

KATSANY! Séndor

. . P .

' % It has been said by some speakers that schoois are %not good in
turing their students into regular, readers. If this is redlly the case through-
out. EurOpe, then -the reasons must be found, but weé must not be content
with' merely subjective factdrs. Hungarian curricula have strict prescriptlons
conceming the dcveiopment of reading habits. And if the* realization is yet
80 poor, then the reason must obviously be sought in the educator's sys-
tem of means. | do not speak here about mistakes made by Individual teach- .
ers. It is the lormerly mentioned disfunction: that makes troubie, and one 7
cannot fight caflaifnast it with subjective methods. | do not want to underestl-
mate thesc efforts, but, i think a solution of this’problem should be that
methoda developlng independent thinking must come to power in pedagogy,
and they ocught to be In contact with the use of meang cf informations The
educational process itself ghould produce the need for literature. The satin~
tactlon of the needs on a high level will of courge be the library’s task.

R As for me, | am convinced that | am trying to force an, at jeast partly,

open door. The Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party’s resolution conceming

educational policy has defined these probiems, and so it igs the schooi, ang

\ ) not the library, who thakes the initiative; in consequence the library’s tacks

will increase considerably. .

v

A -
. -

“ SASVARI ona ' .

At present the National Teéhnlcal Library and Documentation Centre
is closed belore young people aged 14-18. Some years ago, however, it-was
they who supplied the Library with the most devoted readers. The engineer

. wants te make money, the undergraduate wants to pass his exams, but those
, ¢ » young people who! instead of going to the cinema in tbelr leisure time, at-

. : tend a special llbrafx must be led by a deep and sincere scientific interest
R Nat cne of great inventors began his carreer by '(lddllng about” in his-’
childhood, - .

DPBESSLER. Irmgard '

. . .

‘The orientation of pedagogues teaching natural sciences in litera- .
«ture is a problematic jssue In the GDR, too. I think the reasons be soughts
in thewr training and continuing training. We also make bibliographies for

them, processing varicus collections and the materials published in periodicals.
" <
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NAGY Altila
9

In Mre. Kotodziejska's" parer there ia a quotation fram Eocarmpit
oaymng that the queostion of one's becoming, or. not becoming, a regular
reader. s determined well before entering school. There not only the tech-
nical slkull of reading s mv'olved, but the outlimes of the (uture acsthetical
sense as well. While gpeaking of -the system of means and methods mn pad-
agogy,” and analyzirig the ellicience of pedagogical work, one necessarily

. must take into consideration some statistical data. In Western Europe 80

percents of the children under six are attending nursery schools, In Hun-
gary ‘only 56 percents, ~, . .
: I am not informed abcut the qualty of aesthetic education in those
countries. In Hungary it works at least as well as jn the f(irst four classes
of ‘the primary school. We do not doubt that children must be made actlve
participans  gtory-telling, ﬁnusxc-hs!enmg in film projections, etc., but the ef-
fectiveness would be increased if the libraries would turn the parents. *oow
The papers of colleagues Waligora and Dressler make clear that
the maost demandin,g readers in public libraries are the mddle school and
collége dtudents. | should ke to ask whether public libragies in the GDR
are prepared lo salisfy very much specialized demands?

DRESSLER, Irmgard .

Let me say some words about the re lationghips befween nursery
schoals and libraries. It i1s important that those chidren who are gtill allit-
erate Lsten to story-teling with pleasure, see pictures or movie. Recently,
thahks to the development of the trauning of lundergarten. teachers, groups
of nursery children often wisit Loraries. Of course the capacity of the li-
brary must cope with them. A frequent experence. is thab libraries consider
their task to provide cnly those childrerit who can already read. N '
o We often take part in the trairung and extension-trairung of kindergarten
teachers where we introduce the available childbooks. Authors of child-books also”
frequently pay visits to the nursery schools. Another problem, concerning the read-
ihg of cruldren, s that we are not always able to answer thejr questions. For
instance, even the g)x Xears old chid is interested in rockets, and we o
hawe no books lo satisfy their curiosity. We tried to consudt the publishing
houses  in this problem. They were ready to wve cpmissions to authors but
havin€ received the manuscripts, it turmed owut, that they were intelligible
but tor the ten years old and upwards. o

Chil{ren from the' 6-8th classes of the secondary  school (age
sroup 12-14) \alrrady demand popular science books written for adults, but
children’s libr. 5 bhave no capacity {or buying such books; they are, there-
fgre, compelled toNgalislty such needs tv individual or Iffer-library lending,

"~ Such .problems, I suppose, are characlerizhc not only im the GDR; there-

Toce I suogest thal in our proposals we shiould not speak” exclusively about
our\tsgt’t.\xre research mtentions; let us speak also aboul the possiblilittes of
ordanizing a continuous and mutnal exchange of experiences.

. ~_

o
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NAGY Attila - o o

INVESTIGATION OF EFFECTIVENESS'IN A LIBRARY*
/Prélimﬁmry report of a longitudinal investigation/

.

« -
.
°

. With the Increase of investigations of the so€iglogy of reading we get
‘increasingly more information on how definite social strata read, when,
Swhat,,how much and why, how reading is embedded in their leisure time and
to what extent it has become an integral part of their way-of living. As for
.investigations of the psychology of reading, they inform us more emphatical-
ly om the influence of spiritual processes and properties, under which works
are chogen,.understood, €valuated and their spirit entered into, In princi-
ple, among a numbér of decisive factors also the effect of the library is -
implied - directly or indirectly - by the result of every investigation of the '
sociology or psycholagy of reading., However, since investigations are di-
rected at the general, so to'say all sociological and psychological problems
of reading, we do not treat separately what the library in particular means
;q the reader., Our regearch is directdd ‘exactly at¢ this idea unexplored so
ar. . o ) “

. It is naturally obvious that the Ubrary takes effect together with oth-
er institutions of society, is bound by many a tie to the-complicated system®
of relationships within which it operates. .

Primarily one’s initigl stage, the family background, the occupation
of parents, the richness of the permanently surrounding environmens in cul-
tural stimull from early childhood, one’s education, place in the division of v
"laboyr, leisure time that can be spent on culture, the characteristic estab-
lished way of cognitive activity, the -style of processing knowledge and ex-
periences, the prestige of art and science and the book ir particular in a
given socidty, stratum or group play an outstanding role in defining a per- »
son’s cultural - and within this reading™- demands, interest, and taste
measurable by his capadity for selection. b
. t ’ N A 1 ¢ . b Pl
.. THE AIM OF THE INVESTIGATION 7
It is obvious that a radical qualitative change in the formdtion of
re}d\ers’ demands, interest and taste can be expected only if the whole line
\: - " .
+ The plan and methods-of the investigation were drawn up and elaborated

in cogpperation with, Ldszlé Haldsz, The research report containing the

putfing of questions in detail, the research methods as wel.as the charac-’

teristicg of the initial stage has beexf published in the meantfme,
'+ Ldszl6 Haldsz~ Attila Nagy: Hatdsvizsgdlat kdnyvtdrban 1) /Investigation

of effectiveness in a Itbraq. 1./ Bp. N.P.1, 1974. 152 p,

G . : -
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of effects operates differently from the pfev’ious period, i.e. more favoura-
bly, Naturally the foregoing do not mean that a single factor may not have at

. the same time relative independence within the complex line of effects, The

question. that interests us most is the following: what happens in consequence
of the intervention of the library /librarian/ in this line of effects? Our aim
is to approach the answer one step at least to the following question: how can
a particular - though - still modest - surplus be added to the selective, re-
ceptive and evaluative activity of the reader by the library, as an institution
with definite material and persgnal conditions, how can this durplus be appre-
hended? Earlier investigations  have proved beyond all question that library
use implies a particular surplus and a higher level of demands, However, .
we know little about the particular role played by the library in the creation
and accumulation of the indicated cultural pre-eminence.

From the very first do more agile and active people come under the
spell of libraries and only increase their original advantage? Or can even
the use of the iibrary in itself induce and generate the modification of the
structure of tastes and activities? :

a T !

THE STRATEGY OF INVESTIGATION

They were our basic questions when, in the spring of 1972, we inter-
viewed in"extren}e detail nearly 400 readers selected at random in two central
public libraries of two county seats, Simultaneously we interviewed nearly
200 nonreaders chiaracterized by the same demographical and sociological ,
conditions /on the basis of previously fixed questionnaires/ about the charvac-
teristic of their culturhl activity, We visited the same persons with the pas-
sing of two years, in 1974, again, and by the re-use of the research instru-
ments used on the first occasion we judged the reality of the different de-
grees of presupposed ~ or rather desired =« changes in favour of the readers,
the rise of their demands to a higher level. A considerable part of our ef-
forts was used to colléct as, various displays of reading people as possible
under relatively exact and reproducible circumstances. Accordingly, we

tried to enforce the nedéssary complexity in setting up our investigative
apparatus, . et

This report was compiled after the repetition of the investigation in
1974, however, in the course of its degailed processing. Therefore our ~ «
initial questions cannot be answered explicitly yet, however, we have for-
mulated some remarkable statements with regard to the surplus of library
users, based on the first investigation as well as on the changes already

reflected in some cases, depending on the results of the second investiga-
tions, :

+ Péter Mdndi: Koényvolvasds és kdnyvvdsdrlds &y&t‘orszégpn. /Reading

-and purchase of books in Hungary/, Budapest, KTTK, 1965, lstvdn Kama-
rds - Péter Polényi; Ertelmiség, olvasds, kdnyvtdr. /Intellectuals, read-
ing, library/, Budapest, N.P,l, 1970, Nagy Attila: Kozmiivel§dési intéz-~
mények jdrdsi székhelyeiken. /Institutigns of general culture in the chief
towns of districts./ Budapest, N.P.1. 1972, . :

82




N . . . &
THE RESULTS | S

-,

»

We could prove the process of becoming more cultured and the rise
of the levek of one’g demands « {f any measurable change can cccur with the
passage of twq years at least - by the content of sEending the leisurc tira,
the enricliment of the content of activities above a
existing situation had to be explored as exactly as possible, therefore, a- *

- mpng other, we asked the interviewees to evalvate from doubla aspects six-
teen kinds of leisure activitiea and eleven kinds of telavision programmes;

A: To what eftentzdo they consider as artractive the sixtee;x kinds
of gctivities a% well as eleven television programs enumerated

- by us? '

B: In their optnion what do people think of tho pastimes and prog-

‘ ramg in &uestion in general? .

They could express their opinions by giving marks from 1 to 3,

. From the very wide range of aspects of analysis culy the remarkable
differences within groups are emphasized here, The fdct that Ubrary users
. set higher value on the study of professional literature, concarts, theatre
or literary programs etc. of the television than nonsusers i8 not particular-.
. ly surprising, therefore need not be illustrated by date « among other fac-
tors exactly that’s why they go to libraries, The way tha images of “them-
gelves ecd of "others” and the systems of preferencas appear tn some
oupSimder gurvey, the twonearly merge into each cther or definitely |
epargate, has a diagnostic ua in turn,

N

= - Inthe following figures /figs. 1, 2, 3, 4/ always a patr of curves
together, where one of them /indicated as ——jﬁé’pn’osems the
- verages of group of judménts of themsélves, while the other /indicated as
~~-/ rtpresents the tmaginary,, eneral images of othero., The areas be-

tween the curves /hatched fieldo/ show the relativa distanco between the
two images, A single trend ts worthy of attentions The arca of flalds closed
in by the two curves is different in the two groups. For this roason there
are occupations which "I" consider generally much more important than "oth-
ers", e,g. reading, going to theatres and art-exhibitions, at the same time
"others" prefer television viewing, cards and match-going,

The marks imply a lkind of divergence which. creates distance, makes

a distinction on the geale of valuas, however, not in equal measure,. In the
experimzntal group /here the hatched fields are larger/ this separating
tendency to emphasize themselves and separate themselves from the cthers
by marked features is stronger since examining the aver'ige marlks of the
group we do not find signtficant difference between cvsluationd from "A" and

, -"B" aspects in three cases only, In turn,the regults of the control %roup are
identical in eight cases, therefore the hatched flelds are considerably smal-
ler, That {3 to sey the members of the group which dooa not go to library
feal themselves rather similar to others, more cxactly they are less capa-
ble of separating their {deas of themselves and of the genaral "others”,

The group of Ubr: ugers is rather willing to widen the gap in N
double evaluations betwepn "I” and "the others”, i,a. their own accepted
norms and the others’ s oad norms. Namely thay do this according to the
value of the given possibility of spending the leisure time. If the value is
high, their own judgments gre morae favourable than the others’ judgments in
their own opinion, if tha valua is low, they do just the very oppogsite.

N 83
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The evaluation of tolovision programa In the cxperimontal group

scores "A*: one's own opinion

. T Neaeew "B": peoples opirion
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. The evaluation of lelsure activities in the experimental group
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. was campiled, Even the first investigation showed marked differences which

Accordingly, the members o&f the experimental group imply a*more
definite profile, a more characteristic and differentiated system of cultural
values even in the initial stage,

In 1972 and 1974 alike a complete time budget of two days of every ~
interviewee /their worktime and leisure time on a Wednesday and a Sunday/

have not levelled up in the course of two Yyears but have become even more
'marked, °

O ’ -

The persons in the control group sleep more, wash and breakfast
more leisurely /physiological activities/, at the same time undertake less
housework and the time frame of cultural activities is narrower,

" Examining the first structurﬁxg of the system of cultural activities we
" may state that time spent on television viewing on Wednesday wa's increased
in both groups ngarly in equal measure /15-20 minutes/ but the edlumn for

Sunday grew on the case of non-readers, This growth is worthy of ar-
tention })ecause the original level /2,22 hours per capita/ was rather high
‘fig.3.7. N,

This occurence in the opposite with regard to time spent on reading
books and journals, Here the originally existing surplus characteristic of
library users does not change conspicuously, however, ahéve the level of
perceptibility, Library readers read for three-quarters instead of half-hour
on weekdays while the control ernsemble retains the original half-hour, On
Sunday practically both groups remained true to their character and retained
the 30-minute difference as well, : - . -

LA

Hence the reality of the attitude setting significantly higher value on
fiction and professional literature is controllable in the experimental group-
.let us recall the preceding page - since the time spent on reading on Sun-
days is about twice as much as in the case of the -anrrol group,

. g @

The picture becomes richer if, in addition to differences of time frames,
we study the actual reading material on Sundays, also broken down into cate- . &
gories, We have accurately recorded and arranged into categories what our
interviewees read on the given day under survey in 1972 and 1974 alike, Af-
ter-the systematic comparison of the data wemay confirm that library users
do not read books simply longer on days of rest but the level of their choice
is considerably higher as can be read in the detailed comparisons by cate-
gories and groups. Moreover, with the passing of two years, original dif-
ferences increased primarily as far as modern, artistical fiction and educa-
tional works of scientific level are concerned, that is the gap between tastes
manifest in the ability to choose widened even farther,

The above-mentioned qualitative differences in.the structure of reading
material are corroborated by the lines of data compiled with regard to the
gontent of private libraries, The questionnaires of the first investigation in-
quired about the quantity of these works ondy, However, since here we did . 4
not find essential differences characteristic of individual groups, at the same
time the otherness of the structure of the reading material was strikipg even

. L |87
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then - in thecounse of the second investigation it seemed desirable to inquire
AT . . ’

about,the quality hnd content over and above quantity. L

\
0

\in view we compiled a list of thirty items, indicating the
authors Y/ without thg titles of works/ for & greater part and the interviewees
-~ * were redhested to f 1 in the titles they owned - if a'ny\- by the authors in '

2 The \average time per capita ‘spent on television viewing ‘as well b
. as raading of books\ and |journals btoken down into groups

data for 1974
data for 1972 = = = . N

N

experimental group@ .

control groupE:] C -

2,41

] W«»O,m_

.1,68 ' ~0,09
1,26 /A

. 0,60 -
1 / +0,13
% » 4

0,56 0,48 0,91 1,33 0,94 0,47 " J.,?._’; 2,22

’ N reading, of television reading of televis\ion' —
> books and viewing books and viewing
jourmals joumals o
S wednesday ’ Sunday

. L' . - Pig. 5.
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4 N .
: After the summary of information gained in this way ‘We may concluyde
- without giving full details of the data- ¢ not the propomi% of, laesthetiral-
ly less valugble/ lecture or realistic-classics is decisive for as jt-happens
their number was almost the same nearly in.every case in both ‘groups: Fhe
equency of the presence of contemporary valuable fiction /Bsll,. Bulgakov,
Faulkner, Gyula [llés, Evtysenkd, Ldszld Nagy, Istvdn Orkény, Remarque, ‘-
Sdnta, etc.‘/y-:s well as handbooks /encyclopedias, dictionaries/ &nd techni-
cal/ trade books confirmed the markedly divergent composition of the reading
“. material of individual groups which became known edrlier, the differendes
in taste gbjectif}ed in actual choice /reading and purchasey,

. ‘o~
& » &
, . v

“'SUMMARY AND PERSPECTIVES

-
.

As we have striven to illustrate it on t}?e preceding pages, the dctual
surplus of library users already existed in initial stage’and can be accounted
for neither simply by the differences in the socialssituation, moreover, libra-

. [y use somehow implies the accumulation of syrplus - partly as a cause, Af-

. ter the partial proce'ssing and interpretation of our data, naturally thére will .
be a more favourable chance to answer this last range of questions more sub-
stantially. . Yo T

“ . @ :“& L

We have not entertained ardent hopes of the4utonomous effect of the

library at the beginning of our work either, at tha same time we have already

got’an approgp.iate number of strong proofs to refute complete ineffectiveness,

-Suli, let us stray from the point a bit in another direction in conclusion, What

can cause changes of different nature and measure in leisure activities and.

the rise of the level of taste for fiction in addition to the intensive effect of

the library and librarians? R .

Unfortunately in the course of the first investigation /in 1972/ we
have not inquired about the 'mterviewees"perSpectives and abjectives,oHow-
ever, we managed to do it in 197Z in the following manner:“"Please tell us in
short how do vou imagine vour life after 10 vears?"

The most important tendencies of the apalysis of the content of in-
formal answers ro the open-ended question may be summarized as follows:

“he non-users wish the significant tmprovement of living standards

furnishings, car are, ', the increase of letsure time amd general human pros-
' @ .

perity joalmbess, hartonic life, happiness$, etc. ' 1n the future,

‘Miule the members of the experimental group - retaining the fore-
2ULNY - spoxe about thotr asptrattons velated to'their worlk, qd,vancement,
learning, even academic degrees, and social activitv nore frequently,

- o - .

‘lence not the existence of perspectives or the lack of them charac
ferizes the zontrast batween the 1vd ¥roups, A more rational and resolute ‘
=nsemble - showing greater "achievenent mof:vation’’, psychologically speak-
e - and farmuiating a more clear-cus pretyre of the future stands opposite
1o a 2rdup which dreams of 4 begter, easter future without efforts, it is more
PASSLVE, 4T wants to act even less than at present - lef us recall the ¢ ta of
the Yime budget -, ghgc\se% less on 4 lower ievel and presumably shows less
"achievement motivation . ’

-
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. < The por stotogrcalanvestigations confirmed many times the vital im-
portance o e motivanhiona: svstem in apprehending the basis of personality
wrutare, Y. duficulties of amendment as well as the particular nature of
»» development which ts hinked with childhaod. ’ -

. <" Wwell, if the "hbrary” really wanta to be effecttve, tnevitably it must

, s (e intensive chifdhodd factors of wocialization,-as 2arty as posgible, _ ~

anid for as many children as possible, With thig end tn view much more well-
equipped and mQre attractive children’ s and school libraries are needed - °
naturally tn harmany with the development of the network of kindergartens

amdl primary schooly developing and modernized more rapidly than the présent
rate 1l we want to see yvouth and adults actively improve their mind, choode:
anfl judge on'a hugh level and be-able to recognize the good and the bad, val-

N uableulehmtclv;.‘ . - . Y 4

. Anojher tmpor\ant condition of the grafting of achievement motiva- .
., tton and its ‘spreading by "infection” {s attachment to persons, direct fegu-
- lar tnterpersonal retatioyship with sympathetic, cultured personalities wor-
thy of 1mitation,-who can \ind will want to mediate

o R . Are the hurhan conditions of intensive effect Tulfilled, are reference
v “lhibraries suttable and prepaged to the mediator’s role, which is to plant apd
to develop motives, aims, afforts and stimuli? )

.

» . " . ] ' ] K

ADDITIGNAL STATEMENT “ .0

o ’ i « : L ’

You have perhaps also noliced that there is one common point

» in criicism Concormihg paychotogical and sociological nvestuigations. A..poy-
’ chological mv%sugatldn tries to measure ‘the nterests, the ' motivation and -

. . the intgligence ol a person, whie a sociologscal 1investigation - tries to size
up some  aucial phenomena, In tact the same thing happens in botlt cases:
we mare agriyid snapshot out of the changing reality. Snapshols of course :

. rmve their significance in arasping reality, but a comprehension ol the move-
R ment toell, nvoanunhg ts diedction and speed, *worldld be much more impor-

' want. Gt g the’ {asycholoaust's tahk to study the improvabulty of the given

xorﬁc‘)mu‘lv, ty way of tus creauwvity. Now lr|ew‘ﬁ:§ogn(vlognsl 15 doing exactly

n tne fame” when s oing up and trying to detect thes&ithovements. The move-

- . ment rnce drasped, fredictiong may e stated: As yel, our achievements

nhave no historical vatue. My inveslication going on at present tries to cre-
.. ate dsolt lt\; OWTY mélury, and at the same ume, undertakes the l‘(;'velauon‘
. of "the momert. Trua work has much in common with that performed by the’ °

.. L Sjevakian gollesiues o Kniva villade, ' : :

. . o To | conplete ;  paper, we olfered a diagram, drawing the at-

L tortion to, one  single lc-mx\cy. Carrying out our survey, we could detect

, . , a strong temctengy towards the realitias both 1n the exper'\menla] and the

i - cuartred ;l‘r(‘-,;;.‘. ln' gompanson with the data of the year }}{72 the interwiewed

.+ mutlect R 1974 set 2 tugher vah e on the news and dédtiment-plays of the

1 . R TV proaramme s and amuong * therr leisure activitiea they appreciated more the

“ readiny of specahzed hterature. .
Tre ubrary statistics have already shown that the use of apecial-
. . o (zed terature’ 13 rsrkd; N some cases we could even rear aboutl unsabia— e
. . ’ Lo fied nff,»dsi.}p trus held. Papers of our Estontan and GDR colleagues aiso
: méntron smtlar phenomena. - ' ~

e On e tast pages of my paper | am speaking of ;the long range

v Coa otyectives of the persuns, investizated. These people, marching along their

. ‘ why of e, lsten to varicus muaics, various systems of standards. ‘Mhen

v e 5. tying to targadate - in a Lood senge: of the word - the library readers,
. we b en gugeest hem ‘ttus or that took, or try to change théir inner mui-

: ' A ard sys.lem'l'of “tandarda. titat 13 we wondd like to moriilicat® the mobi- N

vatiornr or the doals. Non wch mrothad is more  effective? Miat 1s Ve queation,

e v *
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WEISS, Margot~ ,
ON THE. ACTiVITIES OF CENTRAL LIBRARIES
WORKING WITHIN VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS
l ‘ .
'y bo. o

THE CREATION OF VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS AND THE WORK
OF CENTRAL LIBRARIES WITHIN THE VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS

/\ ['{E ESTABLISHMENT OF VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS - DEVELOPMENT .
AND AIMS .

i
v . ln order to’be in a position to accomplish the essential task set by
1 ¢ Sth Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany one rtleeds a highly
~veloped and intensive socialist agriculture which
- produces with industrial methods,
- ensurcs the stable supply of the population and an
improvement of the quality of life,
~ promotes a planned and proportional development of economy.
‘ The differences between urban and rural areas are graffually com-, ’
) pensated by means of the increasing degree of socialization andfthe change in
the quality of work, Also the class and social relations, the ¢bnditions of

work and life and the creative development of the personahty re also under—
wvoing changes,

' The achievement of that aim mll be a complicated and lasting histor-
ical process. The set tasks cannot be accomplished within the existing struc-
“ . ur‘, of towns and nllagés in consideration of their possibilities. In 1972 *
‘ sore were 3,777 towns and vill?ges in the G.D.R, 85 percent of them has less
“1an 2,000 inhabitants and 50 petrcent less than 500 inhabitants. These facts
‘cmiphasize the nécessity of enforcing the establishment of village associations,
* ,mportant decisions have been made and the legal foundation has been laid by
tae party and the goverment, s

“%llage associations represent a mode of socialist team work that
comprises all fields of social life. Towns and villages which retain their juris-
tctwmal autonomy work together on the basis gf their local representations,
ie establishment is carried out on a voluntary basis. In order to organize
1ad coordinate.their work, the representations of ther towns and villages set
ap a counctl of the village associations which is functioning as a collective or-
gdn, responsible to the local representations. At the end of December, 1973,
/_\t‘u.re existed already 244 village associations in the rural regions of the
’ &.D,R. With nearly 1, 8 mfllion inhabitants they comprise 21 percent of the |
town and villages, This process is going on at a different rate, of course., -
Consequently we have a fairly differentiated image of the developmental stages,

which comprises the already existing village associations of model quality to
those ohly starting development.

ERIC . | | -
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1.2, THE DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL LIBRARIES WITHIN VILLAGE
ASSOCIATIONS . ' -

.- .

Central libraries /CL/ have be in exist:)nce for nearly twelve
years gince the-time of the socialist tran formation of the countryside, They
are professionally managed libraries forithe inhabitants of the Place intues-
tion and institutions for insructing anfl s pplying the non-professionally man-

comprise averagely 5 to 8 villages with 4|to 7 thousand inhabitants within

their field of work, The establishment of Vvillage associations /VA/ neces- !
sitated the analysis of the activities of th public libraries in the country-

side, especially the existing CLs with the|aim of testing their ability as CLg

ithin the VAs.
y The main pownts n this connection |were

- to settl. down the CL into the total process of political, economic
and intellectual-cultural development within the VA,

- to intensify the forms and methods of work and to raise the effi-
clency of the CL in order to meet the demands of the users in a quantitative-
ly an qualitatively better way,

- to direct the activities of planning and management to the new
methods of cooperation and to increase thel|financial means,

- to examine the sites of CLs and o locate them in the social

Centres,
» 2. POSSIBILITIES FOR INVESTIGATIONS INTO MEETING
. THE USERS DEMANDS FOR CENTRAL LIBRARIES WORKING

2.1. FUNDAMENTAL NOTES ON THE RESEARCH ACTIVITY OF PUBLIC
LIBRARIES IN VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS

- IN VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS . ,

The changes occurring in the countryside are extremely strongly :
felt. They are also a very interesting field for sociological surveys in rural
areas, ¢
" - In connection with the evaluation of the working standards in public

* libraries, it is not only important, on the rj sults at hand, to base statistical -

E

[Arut o rovsaay enc - !

.whole process of communication that is going on in the library and in connec-

inquiries and experiences, but, in the first’ line, to reveal new tendencies - .
which are of concern for the fiture de‘velopqien.t of those areas and the people
ving and working there, ;
- Therefore it is necessary to aim ht the village associations which -

are already advanced and to use them as fields of investigation, - '

" * - Hypotheses relating to thé development of rural librarianship must
be the srarting point at the stage’of the development of VAs, which are’charac-
terized by cooperation, -industrial methods of production; the further devel- .
opment of socialist democracy, higher level of education and the educational ¥
standard-of workers in agricuftural enterprises, ' .

. = The requirements of literature and information on literature, '

users demands and expectations, the satisfaction of justified wishes, the

tion with the use of literature must be regarded-in this respect,

- Not anly the unfulfilled requests have to be included but also the .
whole demand for literature and informatich on literature.. We are obliged to .
pay attention to the users of the‘CLs; and at the same time also to non-users

3
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of our institutions, in particular those inhabitants in the ‘village associations
who are actively participating in the social deve/lopm{nt within the village
association by their work and their achievement. In this respect it is of rel-

evance to make comparisons between the proportion of users and non-users
of public libraries. ’

2.3 CARRYING OUT A TEST INVESTIGATION IN CENTRAL-LIBRARIES
AS PREPARATORY WORK FOR A FUTUREWA}OR INVESTIGATION

o

The test investigation was carried out during a period, then immediate
preparations for the communal elections were taking place in the 6.D.R,,
i.e. during a time of increased political activity, public accounts and meet-
ings. It seemed suitable to discuss the work of the CLs as well, The local
activity of the CL was of primary interest. 7 CLs were chosen in places of
different size and structure with populations between 600 and 6.000. Such
places are-in question where industrial forms of production have already
been introduced and social life oriented at preogressive aims, All the CLs
were professionally managed, Their results can be positively evaluated.
The head librarians belong to those who do aative social work and have a
mind open to the set of problems connected with village associations. The
users of the CLs are thé following: averagely 600 to 800, gbout 45 pergent
children, 17 percent young people and 39 percent adults above the age of
18. The proportion of the CL users to the total number of the population on
the average is about 38 percent, Thete is a comprehensive and detailed fac~
tual material about the chosen places, elaborated in cooperation with the
local councils. J s
L L . L

Our project - interviews with users and non-users of CLs - was aimed .
at supplementing and evaluating the result from the librarian’s point of
view, - . - ‘ :

-

"3. RESULTS OF THE INTERVIEWS WITH USERS AND
NON-USERS OF THE CENTRAL LIBRARIES

3.1w AIMS AND STARTING-POINTS

Starting from the present state of the CL in the VA and from conditions
and perspectives, we wanted to get insight into the relationship between lit-
erature and library use. The means and ways to occupy with reading,)ithe
motivations that lead to occupation with literature and the pdssibilities of
acquiring literature in the countryside had to be brought to light, Besides’
the personal data of the users also their reasons for not using libraries had
to be recorded. Moreover the evaluation of library work by users had to be
found out, Interviews, individual talks with users and non-users of theCLs
were used. The non-users had to be argued to library use as far as possiz
ble. The heads of the CLs functioned as interviewers, ¢ . (—\

“
4o

#A questionnaire had been worked out in order to have a model for the
interviews and to ensure uniform principles of interpretation, The record
list had 1o be precisely filled in at THE-END OF THE INTERVIEW /cf.
supplement/. Duriv the talks notes could be made. ! )
L3
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The partners of the interviews were appréntices amd 1Rrotfessicmal per- <
sons, having“their dwe gs the chosen seven places, The interviews -
were carried out between-April and the middle of May, 1974. The analysis st

was done manually, To characterize . the interylewed persofis here are some
summarized remarks: Talks were held with 577 apprentices and professional

s

persons . , B

Usars of CLs ’ " 302 SN
Non-users i . 275 ' ’ .
/3 lists void/. About three“quarters of the inferview partners were under ’
45. The older 4ge group is less représented, 50, ] percent werg males, . .

49,9 percent females.

Regarding the field the interview pariners were working in, the group 4
of workers in the material production took the lead /32.8 percent: users
. 35.7 percent, non-users 29,4 percent/; They are followed by those who work
in agriculture, food industry and forestry, As a result we obtained a repre-
sentative cross-section of population, e.g, national education, trade, pro-
vision, service, public health, administration, local government and armed-
2 forces were represented almost equally /5,9 percent, 5,5 perteqf,, 3.4 per-

N

*

cent4, —_— n

The educational level geems tz be of special interest, The questioned
t level of their education, Of the 577
* answers the proportion of those having less than eight forms and still em- M
ployed as unskilled workers amoums to a minimum of 4, 3 percent. In most
cases they'are older inhabitants, In dom arison the skilled workers are pre- )
domihant, theitr bercentage is 42,3, 19,6 percent possesses a s ool-I‘eaVin.g
persons were engaged in continued education that would end with a public
o examination. 12,3 percent tried to obtain professional training by means of .

continued education, With this end of view strong efforts are made by the
academies of industrial firms, agricultural cooperatives, agricultural schools

. and the like, Besides these continual professional courses, political instruc-
tions and classes of the party are made use of, c

A permanent demand for continued education rises from the advanced indus-
Vtriallzation of agricultural production and the increase of general education
as well as from the active participafion in social bodiessand functions,

. i

& c
J.2 ONTHE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

’

’ The edugational pracess is making quick progress also in the country-
side and must be reckoned \'v_ith as a permanen? motivation in library use,

' With regard to the supply of special professional literature and information,
a fundamental support by public libFaries is necessary as wellas division of

labour and coaperation with research libraries is necessary,

3.3 ON THE DEMANDS FOR PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION .
/PART 3 OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE /" . & .

4 PN

The motivations in the supply of professional literature and non-fiction
are primarily determined bv the targgew pf education and continued educatiqn

° - 97
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. During the interviews . . .
VTotz;l Cl-users fdon-users of C€Ls !
55.8 pece « B3.9p.c. 4b,9 p.c.

»

as well as non-professional reasons, Textbook, materials for extramural
studies and pamphlets are made available besides,

expressed demands for literature with a view to education, continued educ'&e-
tion and profession /more than one purpose was possible/,

. The distribution of this amount is the following: , , . .© ’
. s :
) R - Total . CL-users non-users of CLs
N - /Percentiige/ .
v,
professional education ~ . 16,8 1155 . 11,6
continued education 12,7 . 15.5 9.5
study 4.3 6.2 . 2.2
professional work 31.5 3.1 26.5.

1

The profession learned and followed in reality were fixed in order
to supplement this complex, We refrained from grouping them into a quanti-
tative order, The survey showed that in general the questioned persons fol-
lowed their learned professions. Only a tendengy to further qualification or

taking of a more responsible position wag observed in a proportion of the
interview partners,

° »

3.4, ON THE DEMANDS FOR GENERAL EDUCATION AND SPARE TIME
PLANNING ‘

4

Individual inclinatians, talents and efforts are expressed not only in
professional activity,. They have also other aspects in the field outside the
professiogal sphere which we call somewhat incorrectly "spare time sphere®,
For this very reason spare time is also utilized for the.discharge of neces-
sary and life-ensuring duties as well as to gain substantial experiences of
many types. The wish for participation in the complexity of intellectual and
cultural life becomes evident through it, For that reason, in the imerview .
television was often referred to, since it plays a tremendous role- especial-

ly for the rural population ag it confers popular knowledge and fine arts in a .
manifold manner.

Part 5 of the questionnaire inquires about such purposes of the use
of literature which are in the first place related to spare time occupations
and therefore the immediate object of the {ndividual’s free decision in a
higher degree, 90.2 percent of the interview partners use literature for en-
tertainment and relaxation purposes as well as for occupation in definite
fields of interest and for instruction and guidance in the domestic sphere,
Non-fiction has priority in that case, The portion of CL-users who read for
leisure time purposes even amounts to 98.6 percent, -

Part 5.1, deals primarily with-the reading of fiction and suggests

‘a closer relationship and more ifitensive reception of imaginative literature L

by‘CL-users. The pleasure found in the reading of fiction is often related
to the artistic treatment, which can be found in other genges of fine arts as
well, Sgeda], investigations ought to be made on this subject in oz;der to
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reveal more than the existing few data.A The high proportion of reading in
leisure time can be evaluated positively for the countryside, L
With regard to work with fiction, the further development of receptive
. dbilitie$ will have to be emphasized. The transmission of the knowledge in
literature and literary history should be the next step.

3.5 RESULTS OF THE:ACQUISITION OF LITERATURE a r
Let us se® the initial question put at the beginning of the cbnvgrsation:’
What do you read: : - Newspapers Journals Books
’ . Percentage -
Total number . . 05,1 §1. 1 B8Z.0
CL-users . _ 94.4 83.3 96.6
Non-users of CL © 96,4 73.1 65.1

These figures express a keen interest in the occupation with literature. Con-’
sequently the question arises: Where do the inhabitants get information on
published literature and acquire this information from? After all the 87.3 per-
cent of those who are’informed is a fairly hégh—proponion. Divided into CL-
users /97 percent/ and non-users of CL /76,1 percent/ the fact that CL-
users can take much advantage of their contact with the library and show more
interest is once more confirmed, e.g. 51.3 percent CL-users and 9.5 per-
cent non-users of CL. [n the arder of sources mass media take the lead -
press, radid and television account for-51.8 percent, followed by book trade
with 33.6 percent and finally libraries and information centres with 31.4 per-
cent. The role of individual conversations is considerable, amounting to

27.2 percent, ! :

The question must be seen against this background, in which the pop-
ulation in the VA is supplied with literature, Let us examine this process at
first without the cooperation of libraries. Do they buy literature or borrow

*it from friends 4nd colleagues? What about the possibilities of purchase? Most
of the CLs have taken over the sale of literature on the)basis of contracts en-
tered into with the national book trade, The range of titles and the actuality
of the book supply are insufficient-alike in the rural bookshops. 76 percent ,
of the questioned persons replied that they bought books.

The survey of the acquisition by means of purchase and loans from private
persons is based on part 8 of the questionnaire. - [
L d 4
Total number CL%users ‘Non-users

. Percentage
8.1 by loans from friends and .
colleagues - 27.0 28.8 25.1
8.2 by purchase 65.5 73.5 56.7
' - at the dwelling place 17.9 23.5 11,6
at the neighbouring town : 38.6 44.5 2.4
- mail-order book trade 13.2 13.5 12,7

The possibilities of the supply of libraries have been neglected tempora- *
« rily hitherto, The.shares are different in individual places. It is typical again
here that CL-users are keener buyers of books. Thus their share is consid-
erably high. A similar proportion can be observed in the acquisition of jour-
nals. The assortment of the periodical stock in a CL ought to be enldrged, As

»
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to the supply of daily newspapers, subscriptions 'unquestionably take the lead,
In that respect the usge of libraries other than CLs myst not be left out of
consiwderation, We have already referred to the fact that 35.1 percent of the
"interviewed persons were library users. Nearly all of them used the Cls,
. According to the structure of the territory, some of theni alsq visited the -
. “village library, partly alsq the regional library, i, e, libraries belpnging to
the network of public libraries, thé most, impdrtant sources of the acquisition
of literature in this regional framework. » '

. i
Y

3.6 RESULTS OF THE EVALUATION 8? THE WORK OF CENTRAL

LIBRARIES
< . r .
¢ , .
. . Finally the following question was put to the non-users of the CLs;
"Why don’t you use the CL?" 90 percent of the questioned persens replied-
« ‘0 the question while 9.8 percent did not give reasons, .

, A literal reproduction. of the texts is not possible Here, 'we had to
iorm groups. ln summary, the following main reasons can be mentioned:
private book collections, lack of time, of interest in library use, long dis-
tanceg, unsuitable opening hours, imperfect information on the CL, "co-
readers" with family members registered as users.

— i .

v’

. -

ON ADVERTISING LIBRARY USE. L.

A
Of the 27§1nén-usef"s of CL 109 would be won as library users
/39.6 percent of the:interviéw pa tners/, :

The users were invited td’ express their opinion of the library, how
they evaluated the CL’s work, As a rule, the users rated the present state
of the development of the CL and did not adjust their demands on the CL to
future standards, Though this point of view ought to be desirable, Lacking

possibilities of comparison with the work of ofher libraries, uncertainties in
the evaluation of the services, lacking critical reflection lead to satisfaction

with unsufficient conditions, Let us see the opinions of questioned readers

10 _the seven CLs. 51,3 percent spoke of regular use, .7 percent only 'of
a casual one. Also the opiniens of the questions of detail related to library
use had to be grouped, ' .

v

The fisers’ ppinion of the CLs stock: Opinions of the services:
~ /Pereentage/
12.1 Praise 11.9 . 265
Satisfaction 65.6 . ‘e .59.2
« Restraint 16,2 : T 4.0 \
" No answer 6.3 S 10,3

There are also connecting lines with part 4, In this.case fthe interview
partners were invited to name literature respectively fields important and

necessary for them, 353 persons expressed concrete demands, In particular,
literature belonging to the groups of agricultural technology, autemobile -

. technology and economy was ahead, The wishes for fiction were, express®d in *
. a very general form, : : v .
'
~ ¥
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Obviously, the opening hours of the CLs just meet the requirements at pre- =

sent,
Praise: 6.3 percent . ! , .
Satisfaction 78,5 -n. - b . : ) \
Restraint 2.8 -". ) . ' -~
. ¥ . LAY "
» There were only a few detailed remarks referlsing to the possibilities of =
visiting and working in the evenings or on Saturdays, to sufficient space and . .
. equipment for reading and study-in the library, Merely young readers, 30,8 .
g percent of the users, made justified demands, also with regard to information ..
on the ;stock, The youth welcomed the introduction of record lending and .the - . e
like in the CLs in particular, ’ . -

) The evaluation of'activitigs with regard to arrang:ements was poor,: \}\/ :
though79,8 percent of the users expressed pleasure in literary discussions,

-
:

&

- 4. RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
, ACTIVITY ..

~
»

interviews made with CL.users and non-users provided us with

8 and impulsés in consideration of work in the countryside, The

population’
municative, \mpartial and open-minded, .
We have to chnclude that the applied method implied a certain risk with,re- .
., . spect to objedtivity and reliability, In the course ofl\the investigation these '
scruples provid to be"c}by'ectless.though the critical fremark must._be made
that for a basi investigation some of the questions njust be formulated more
exactly in ordep to énsure the preg¢ision of data in a omprehensive and uni- s
form, manner, A major inve stigation would be possible by means of that con-
versational analysis,- A representativeness could be achieved by exactly
meeting the demands of sociological methodology,-
Sociological work based on these surveys must examine the processes of
* - further developmént more thoroughly and offer practice as foundations for
perspective work bf the, librarigs with their ysers by fundamental theoretical
premises, J o : : i

iew partners was com- .

. .o

We start from the fact that demand’s are made on literature and library -
use which result from social development and its aims 4s well as from re- '
quirements which o ginate in the development of personality; the individuali- .
ty of personality, th personality in collectives. and society, Public libraries
have to meet this complex of Trequirements by all means in satisfying the . .
demands. These prin iples hold good even for the smallest institution. It is
a question of specializytion and cooperation of shaping the contents and the
organization of librarySvork y to what extent and level demands are satjsf‘ied
by the individual library, - , . .

o1




N ADDITIONAL STATEMENT
’ Our investizations on lbrary attendance were carried out in village
communities (Gemen‘ndeverbander). There books and library rvices have an
lering that the

emphatic importance in the development of personalities, consi
. population has to overtake a “serious handicap. They have to work accord-
ing to new requirements, wich means new tasks for the libraries, too. In
ouf experiment .we were using guided conservations to get acquainted with
the needs .of:the future. N N
First’ of all we conducted. gonversations with librarians, who know
tos. My paper con-

ﬁxnny péople. but we ation with students,
tafns a part of our ac r that lots of needs con-

cerning library use mu

@

had convers

nievements, We made clea
st be_  satisfied. .
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SOME RESULTS OF THE, RESEARCH ) .
INTO READER NEEDS IN SLOVAK[A ‘ T N
/Ori the basis of the investigations éarried tut in the .
: © village Kriva/ . . - S .

o . :
o~ - 0w v

- Our short paper is to give account of some results of two surveys ,
carried out in the village Kriva in 1961-62 and 1970, < N .

N " Therg are two reasons for giving account of these surveys of all:

R - Slovakia - asis known - was constituted as #n economically and .
gulturally least developed part of Czechoslovakia; Thé are ifi the county
Arva, whére also the village Krivd is situdted, was the most backward even
within Slovakia itself. Therefore the impact of socialist social®changes was
most marked exactly here, which is corrobbtated alse by the results yielded
by the research into reader needs, ,

- In the village Krivd twd analo .
- in the same decade, which makes compara § le. In both investiga- .
tions two main questions and-problems were tak,en into consideration;
\ - a/ the economic, political, cultural and demographical characteris-
tics of the village Krivd, T . ;
b/ the library of the village Kriv4, .
¢/ reader needs in the village Krivd ;’ e,

.

-

, ] . ,
$IORT'DESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE -~

) ' The exﬁresislysagﬂcultural character originating in the past of Arva - ¢
’ began to change only after the liberation in 1945 and, in particular, after iy
1948 when the working class came to complete power, = , - .‘ '

Despite these changes the village Krivd preserved Jits agricultural character
at the time‘of both s eys even though the majority of the population weérked
in,different brancbégzvf economy within and without the village, The constant-
ly increasing incomes, the improvement of housing, .the equipment of house- < ,
- holds with ntachines, the raising 'of the level of education all ltestify the rais. .
; ing of the standard of living and culture of the population, Ciltural and sqcial
" life in the willage is to a certain extent ‘limitgd owing to disadvantageous con-

ditiohs of culture, - The only institution provided with funds for its own activi-
ty:was the public library, = . v b ) \ . .

R . . 4

3

" LIBRARIES OF THE VILLAGE ) .

. N

//\ Apart from the local public Iib-rliry' there are some further iil;t‘aries
in the : ; .- - i

. village Krivd, . .. '
] « B . " S , o ] 9 n ' ‘ , (_ds?—:\-
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o Through 1961-66 the book Stock of thevloc.al public library improved as °
‘or 1ts quantity and quality alike, In 1967 the local public library became a o
branch ef the Central Library of Podbtel. * : , . : "y

~

. £
‘ 2 , \
: - . .

. READERS IN THE LD(",AL.PUBLIC LIBRARY OF THE -, .
. . VILLAGE KRIVA: ’

In 1960 there were 143 enrolled readers /22 percent of the total popula-
tion/, 62 of whom were under the age of 14, In 1970 there were 127 recorded
-, readers A27 of them under 15/. This relative decrease is to a certain extent

explained by some interesting factors related to the use of the library, dis-

" %overed by the investigation repeated in 1970: o

) ~ out of 90 respondents only 15 persons visited the library, i.e. 16,6
perchnt, ' 7 * :

. - 30 respondents /33,3 percent/ replied that some member of the family
‘usually children or brothers and sisters/‘went to the local public library
and took books home to be read by the other family members, :

» - 9 re'spondents /10.0 percent/ borrowed books from some other libra-

rv, - . .

S

- 20 respondents /22,2 percent/ read only their own books, . '
- 9*respondents /10,0 percent/. borrowed books from their acquaintances,
s - 7 respondents /7,7 percent/ gavé other reasons for not going to the
library, e,g. lack of time, etc., . oo . A
R Both surveys confirmed that youth umder 15 constituted.the most signif- = ~
icant group of readers in the village Kriva, R o
The majority of male readers changed in favour of fema.{e reader$, In

1960 there were 55 males and 26 males, in 1970, however, '14 males and’ 10
females. s

. * /
'Aceordig;to occupation, in 1960 most readers were workers /28/. and
‘agricultural workers /26, 13 employees and 12 other. The number of agri-
cultural workerg and workers between 1963 and 1969 was about equal, There TS
.were less employees; which is explained by the fact that their majority had ~ °
secc?ndary qualifications and owned their own libraries. . Ce

B
- .
.

-, LOANS IN THE LIBRARY o s .

Loans and the attendance of libraries in the country i to a certain ex-
~ tdnt connected with seasons and agricultural works, This holds good of the
. #lage Krivd, too. In Apri] there is a decrease which ends only in October, o
: Contrarily, the most intensive activity is observable from November to” . .
March, The fact discovered in 1961-62, i.e.-that the workers of the_ gooper- -
atives had more time for reading even during the summer months after tht -
establishment of the Uniform Agricultural Cooperative,was vahd in 1970, too,
even though the number of loans, fluctuates to a considerable extent this )
time, according td agricultural works in each month,

. [v]
- In 1961 there were 22.4 books /loans/ per reader /5,0 per inhabitant/.,
In 1970 there were 20.6 loans per reader /3,8 per inhabitant/, The recorded

. o .
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data clearly show certain decrease as against 1960; However, this'decrease
does by no means show that less is read in the village Krivd after 10 years.
A member of a family /e.g. children or brothers/ supply alsa the other mem-
‘ bers of the family with reading matter, Some citizens use libraries outside
the village /the central or district library /. Also the stock of private libra-
.ries has grown. E.g, the survey of 1970 showed that out of 90 respondents
only 15 went to the library but they supplied 94 inhabitants with books from
the local public librbgry. s — ) .

PRIVATE LIBRARIES IN THE VILLAGE KRIVA

Both surveys [both 1961/62 and 1970/ were directed at private libraries
which have become signifi®ant sources of literature in recent times from the -
viewpoint of the new acquisitions for owners of private libraries and other
citizens alike, While in 1961 there were 15 books per inhabitant under sur. '
vey /173 in all/, in 1970 there were 53 bgoks /11Q inhabitants/. The sup-
plementary data on private libraries in 1962/69 showed that respondents
bought more and more books year by yedr. Thus, in 1962,23 out of 65 fami-
lies that possessed libraries /38,3 percent/ did not buy a single copy. On
the other hand, in 1969 there were only 9 families /15,0 percent/ that bought
nothing, Six families /10,0 percent/ that bought 6-10 books in 1962 in-
cr&sed their purchases to 13 books in 1968 21.7 percent/. In 1962 there
was not a single family that hought 16-20 books, while in 1969 there were
three such families, This upward tendency is not reflected by the increased
number of books only but alsb the yearly increasing funds the readers are
"willing" to spend on books, While in 1962 11 families bought books to the

+ tune of Ké&s 2 » in 1969 there were only two such families, In 1962 one fami-
ly bought books to the tune of K&s 15-200 there was no such family in 1969,
on the other hand there were already five families in 1969 that bought books,

The increaged interest shown in books in the village Krivd is more ex-
pressly shown by the summarized sums spent by 60 households on books in
each year: from 1953 to 1961 this sum amounted to K&s 9,769, while in 1969,
during a single year, this sum amounted to K&s 8,935, . :

Having come to the end of this part, we may conclude that quantitative .
and qualitative increase during the past ten years is most clearly shown by s
the private libr'aries of Krivd, They became significant factors of the read-
ers’ interests and this is shown: not only by the use of several libraries but
also by the attention shown to new publications and the lending of books to N
relatives, The Hviezdoslav Library is very popular even now, moreover the °
number of the members of the Association of the Friends of the Beautiful
Books /SPKK/ has increased. .

As for the :ypés of books, fiction is predominant in private libraries. In se- .
lection the taste of the, possessors of private libraries and the needs of youth o
are dominant, : - ° : ’

s Professional literature is represented to a less extent in private libraries,
Here we mean agricultural and technical literature in the first place. The in-
vestigations of the private libraries in Igaa? in 1961-1970 let us evaluate
positively the activify of the reading pgpulafi®n and the results of this testify .
that the level of culture has been raised along the lines of reader needs,
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READER NEEDS IN KRIVA -

v . .

Sigdificant value is attributed to the research into reader needs in®*
Slovakia, This kind of research lets us know the following: .
] a/ an important part of the culture and standard of living of our
people, the style of living and development of the citizens,
: _ b/ the situation of reader needs in ¢omplex mass culture at present
_as well as 1n society hnd other interactions and their constituents )
* ¢/ the development of reader needs dependent on age and in the de-
velopment of the human psyche, as a function.of the structure of activity /class-
and social structure/ dependent on geographical and demographical factors
whickrenable us to improve the education of ‘sotiety.

In the repeated .sufvey - reader needs - in 1970 it was our presup-/#.

position that the general development of Krivd in'the recent 10 years has in~
lluenced also the reading needs of \ge population, The, presupposition was’
based ypon’'the aim to expand readers, interests and to improve growth, Also
the increase of the stock of public and private libraries, the freqitency as
_well as the content of loans entitled us to this working hypothesis. :

- ~

. THE-DEVELOPMENT OF READER NEEDS IN KRIVA
F '

In the research into reader’s interests we attach great importance
to find out the typés of literature in which the respondents are most keenly -
interasted, or-the types they prefertred réspectively in 1961/62 and 1970, In
both cases it was found out that there was great interest shown in novels, The
respondents in 1970 appreciated the social and historical névels most, They
appreciated adventure storieg less /they were second in the order of evalua-

“tion/, Data yielded by repeated, mvesti%ulions further showed that the popu-
larity of novels has-grown as against 19 1-62, The three kinds of novel on

" the Iist were preferréd by 90-percent of the respondents as against the 78
percent of the first investigation, The case of the crime story was somewhat
surprising for we had supposed that its popularity would be among the first
three types /it was ranged seventh by the respondents fn 1970/, This.fact as
well as the finding that adventure story was placed second testified higherrde-
mands on the part of the readers, The relative great interest shawn in the
reading of professional literature is.a stgnificant indicator of the level of
reader interests, /20percent in 1961/62 and 17,20 percent in 1970./, which
shows greater interest in self-education, This tendency may be regarded as
a wery positive phenomenon in our society,

) ‘ We can draw positive conclusions from the date on the reading of |
religious literature. The survey of 1961/62 showed that 32,4 percent of the *
réspondents réad this type of literature while by 1970 their proportion was on=-
ly 9, 1'percent, If we are aware of the fact that Krivd may be ranged among
traditional and strongly religious villages, this reduction may be regarded as
a success brought about by the school and also the local public library has
played an important part in it, The most marked reduction of interest in reli-
gious literature wa3s observable among young pedple ages 15-20 and 21-25
afd further age groups between 25 and 30, according to the data of the gurvey

. @ .
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of 1970.. In other words, religious'literature after 1970 attracted only and ' &
primirily the older age groups in Krivd, to which also the pensioners belong, .
Interest in poetry, shown by the data of both investigations, was. not sufficient,

Even reduction may be observed in comparison to the survey of 1961/62 [from

13 percent in 1961 to 3,6 percent in 1970/, These data indicate that there .
are serious gaps in readers’ interests as well as library work directed at
poetry during the past 10 years. On the basis of the data of the survey in

* . 1970 we may conclude that the.range of literary genres known to the popula-

. 2

‘Also the knowledge of individdal writers as well as their popularlty
tell us much about the character of readers’| interests and development, na-
matter whether they are Slovakian or foreign. This question was examined
already in the survey'in 1961/62, The data of the first and $etond investiga- -

“tion give us a highly coloured picture of readers’ favourite authors,

According to data of 1961/62 readers borrowed f{}ctitm‘mcistly by Slova-
kian authors, e.g. Martin Kukutin, M. Figuli, B.S, Timrava, P.O,Hviez-
doslav, J. Cajdk, }.G. Tajovdky, T,-Vansovd and Jége. As far as world lit-
erature 1s concerned, e.g, works by A, Tolstoy, L.N. Tolstoy, H, Sienkie-
wicz,” Dickens and M. Sholokhov were borrowed., According to the survey '
repeated in 1970 the most favourite foreigh author was, H, Sienkiewicz /19
respondents/. From among Slovakian authors J. Niznansky was the most .
favourite /10 respondents?. The third most favourite author was.K. May /9
respondents/, The popularity of the following authors was the same: A. Du-
mas, ]. Verne, M, Figuli /4 respondents/ and M.. Kuku2in, T, Vansov i,

. L.N. Tolstoy, E. M. Refparque, F. Sagan /3 respondents/,

vey in 1970 showed the great popularity of e, g, Nizndnzky and May on the
part of more educafed readers.

The survey in 1970 confirmed the prresupposition that a number, of

respondents had selected their favourite authors in recent times still before

the survey was carried out. In elucidating the notion of "favourite author" /

and expandigg this notion as well asg its significance - favourite book - we -

may conclude that the reader’s relation to books or by chance to authors

depends on chance to a certain extent. Namely,the reader read the book he

liked with interest, it impressed him deeply and he ma possibly return lo it

But if he gets the book by.a certain author by chance ,/";nd the term chande is N
- deliberately emphasized/ and its effect was of the same character, he may

transfer his relation to the favourite book to the author as well, and the lat-

ter becomes his favourite author in the future, Unfortunately the intensity of

this relation is not sufficient enough to motivate the respondent to show in-
“terest in other books by his favourite author.

The majority o'f‘irespond‘ents said the last book they had read was
Tarzan by Burroughs /6 respondents/, which was followed by Dracula by
Stoker /3 respondents/. C : .

v I
The survey in 1970 examined the interests as well as the intensity of
the interests of readers also according 40 the number of those who borrowed
and those who bought books, It was stated that only 38 percent of the respond-
“ents bought books /42/ and more than'52 percent /§8/ did not buy books, The

© o7
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_a yvear, i.e. the average is 75 books per respondents.
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rest /about 10 percent/ bought books only very rarely. It was also shown
that there is a remarkable harmony between the book bought and read for the
last time, this harmony was greater than that between the favourite author
favourite book and the book read for the last time. N ‘

. Most respondents bought Tarzan by Burroughs for the last time
77, The next titles were placed second: Beautiful Hedvig by Niznansky
Golden ducats in Choes by Habovstiak and Rebeka by Mauriac /4 responéents/.

: ' READING MOTIVES OF INDIVIDUAL TYPES OF
St - LITERATURE

«

R

. One-of the working hypotheses of the survey’in 1970 was the fol-
lowing_age plaved a decisive role in arising interest in reading alventure lit-
erature, lHowever, the character of this relation is clearly general, We may
trace tt already in the first survey /in 1961/62/. Young people in the first .
age category /until 23/ showed greatest interest in reading adventure litera-
ture - their proportion was 68 percent. In the repeated survey in 1970 31,85
percent of the respondents /ages 15-20 and 21-25/ showed interest in reead-
ing adventure ljterature while only some of them showed interest in further
liferary penres. [t is obvious that while in the first age group /ages 15-20/
also social and historical novels were preferred, in the second age group
/ages 21-25/ interest shown in individual literary genres was much ore bal-
anced. These young people showed similar interest in social nd }fmés rical
novels, crime stories and travelogues. This fact confirms the différentiation
of readers’ interests in different age groups of youth, possibly the influence
of age on the preference for certain literary genres, :

In the survey in 1970 it was presupposed that also the number of
average books read grew proportionately to the level of education. The con-
firmed data are the following:

- 68 respondents with primary qualifications read averagely 1126
books a year, i.e, the aveérage is 16 books per respondent, .

- 19 respondents with professional qualifications /without secon-
dary school final examinations/ read ‘ayeragely 355 books a year, i.e. the
average is 18 books per respondents, -

* .21 respondents with secondary-school leaving certificates read
averagely 908 books a year, i.e. the average.is 43 books per respondent,
- - 2 respopdents with higher qualifications read averagely 150 books

The majority of respondents. said that reading was primarily recre-
ation for them /41 respondents/, "For the next group reading méant the acqui-
sition of new knowledge /37/. Emotional experience, solace and satisfaction
/settling/ were given as purposes of reading by 15 respondents. Five per-
sons regarded reading as an essential of life, for two it was educative ex~
amples and 7 respondents V(?ere' unable to give reasons.,

- o 4 S -

' Finally, we may conclude that the repeated investigation of read-
érs’ Interests in Kriva in 1970 essentially confrrmed the presupposition:
readers’ interests were.improved and expanded during the past 10 years,
Comparisons /if poss\bele at all/ between the two surveys /1961/62 and

. 1970/ did not favour the re éated survey, We are dissatisfied with certain
A\
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indicators. We may quote as examples the quality of literary taste, the in-
sufficient interast shown in peetry, contem orary Czechoslovakian works,
new Uterary genres, ett. On the other hand, as far as lt ary taste is
ccncarned/-the prominence of certain literary genres was satisfactory but
the list'ofthe authors was not, , __ .

Thgq titles selected by the respondents show that those authors and
works are popular which do not require literary-artistic bitions, mainly
shown by the repeated survey in 1970, but this caused so disappointment,
These facts indicate that there is still a lot to do in the field of the readf\rs’

.education. _ B N

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT
OQur survey in Kriva village lasted ten
gatirlg the changes In the readaers’ intorests. A
to detect a posilive change In their literary téste,
ature grew, that In religious works diminished. (From
percents). .
: In ancther work we conducled Investigations |conceming the -
oources of. popular ‘gelentific books, and we mado
Ubrary was by no meana the most lmportant sowrce,
to salisfy all the damands,

oo
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THE SOCIAL ROLE OF THE LIBRARY '
IN FORMING THE READERS INQUIRIES

¢ : . *

1t is our conception that today’s public library must be a leading
institution of permanent. education, charged with the conscious development
of a reading for the purpose of forming personalities, As to the reader, it
must proceed in possibly conscious {ndependence to chose literature as well
as information sources, the condition of which should-be the frge choice of
publications, The soclal function of the library in forming the reader’s in-
tercsts lies therefore primarily in concretely finding out the reader’s real
needs and interests in a closer au‘\‘xtaintunce with his reading system, and in
the planning of the improvement of his reading. Therefore we regard public ~
libraries as qualified consultation and information centres. '

In tackling the problem we are supported by two researches con-
ducted in Estonian - the sociological study "The reader of the public library
in the Estonian S. S. R. in 1967" and the research"Demand for literature,
recommendation of literature and individual information in public libraries .
11971-1972/ . The'first one gives a eneral basis for the characterization
of the social role of Estonian public braries, the latter embraces the prob-
lem in depth, from the point of view of individual readers’ advisory service.

Ljbrary use is {nfluenced by the readers’ social position in the
community. ’ :

The higher the education the_greater the interest in libraries,
Younger generation 18 predominant amimg readers, The people who use pub-
lic librarics and those who do not have equal spare time, So leisure in it-
gelf doesn’t essentially influence the use of libraries. With the growth of
_ the reader’s private library the interest {n public libraries does not de-
" crease, on the contrary, they are even more frequently used, °

Qur rasearch ahowe)d that there exists no basic contradiction, let
alone competition, among public libraries and other cultural institutions as
well as mass media. The people who use public libraries are most active in
any aspect of cultural reception. The rise of the educational level of the

+ K, Veskimigl. Rahvaraamatukogude kasutajaskond ja gelle kujunemist
mojutavad tegurid. /The reading clentele of ‘public libraries and the
factors influencing its forming. /In: Eesti NSV rahvaraamatukogu lugeja

. 1967, /The reader of the public library in the Estonian S, S. R, in ~

1967). Tallinn, 1970, p. 35-84. - Summary in Russian,
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pgéluuon might prognosticate a larger reading clientele for public libraries
%v'ere it not accompanied by the growth of fastidiousness, The main task there- .
- .fore should be to retreat, to specify the position of public libraries in the li- ™~
"brary System as a whole /in the first place in their relations to learned lj-
brm’ies._ With the e'xtension of education the number of readers who prefer to
.. choose books independently is increasing everywhere. But it need not mean .
any underestimation of the role of the librarian, A lending discussion must °
lead the reader to choose literature independently, Consequently reading
which ensures greater freedom of choice in the reception of the cultural {n-
herttance presumes a most skilful user of this inheritance as well as informa-
tion most suitable to meeting the reader’s need for literature, And this should T
be the aim of the service system of any library. From this point of view there
exists no essential antagonism between the reader’s will to choose indepen-
dently and the* information ctivity of the librarian, .

~

T'he second part of the study, ““Demand for literature, recommendation .
. of literature and individual i ormation” shows very flexibly the active atti-_
tudg of the librarian, the conscious application of his activity in recommending
literature and in leading readers to the individual mastery of bibliographig in-
formation, [n each case the reuge;"s educational level as the most {mportant .
characteristic has been strictly t en into consideration-and the librarian has
acted in accordance with it.' The hig the level is the more the reader has
v been led to the independent choice of books, in most cases through the use of
bibliographic tools, but also through a lending discussion. It appeared that
the reader’s initial wish to borrow only one book is by no means decisive, :
usually, when given the opportunity to choose, he leaves with several books. . |
We surmised that there is a rather great number of readers who, provoked » !
by the novelty, want to borrow only new books, Librarians consciously 13#51
stress on the recommendation of earlier publications in consideration of the
readerss interests, The results turned out in favour of the earlier publica- -
1ons. A most.interesting excerpt from a librarian’s analysis reads as fol-
lows: "Even when the reader comes with the wish to get only something new,
- still the librarian know’s what he AS interested in, he can easily be diven an
earlier publication on the same subject or by the-same author,”
. N &

[n the '5ecoL1d stage of the experiment the stress was laid on the connegs
tior. of differeng literary genres, the recommendation of earlier fiction-and
the reading of poetry and dramatic literature, The readers. were recommended
to read publications of older literaturae, .Beside the classics, their attention }
was called to writers of the older generation whose works are\read not so
;often, In the experimental group, 3. percent and in the check grobp 27 percent
read otder Estonian literature, In the experimental group there weéxe more
people who read poems than in the check group, i.e, 13 percent and
" .cent respectively, 26 percent of the working yvouth with secondary edudgtion
in the experimental grot:p /18 percent in the check group/ and 29 percendof
* pupils ‘18 percent in the check group/, 18 percent of the readers with higher
education were interested 1n poetry, Thus, readers of poetry were mainly
young and more educated library users, Still the reading of poetry is very
‘nodest in all the libraries under survey. Dramatic literature was read by 14
percent of the experimeatal group and 8 percent of the check_group. The num- —~
ber of loans and, the lending frequency were perceptibly higher inthe experi-
mental group, 139 and 69 respectively; 0.21 and 0, }1. Lending of diramatic

literafure is successful in case of more educated readers,

Depeniing on the r\uader, different methods were used in the recom->
menda‘ion of helles-lettres. I our »xperiment detective novels, spy apd ad-
. ! .
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venture stories were usclas recreational reading matt§¥s. lhey were given
to readers who read only oceasionally to'prouse their ifterest, When the read-
ar did not read any fiction, these books served as a trahgitional step to imag-
- inative literature. This kind of literature was recommended as a "decoy book"
'designation and method are from N, Rubakin in (Lo case of 35 readers /9 per-
cent/. With a wish to widen the axisting range of roiling. we tried to deepen
the reader’s interests in an author, subject, or genre he aad réad before.
" These characteristics served as a "bridge bejween works read before &nd
books recommended, In most cases the author was used for this purpose -
the reader’s attention being called to the life-work of a certain writer. The
\nterest in the author provoked him to read his works belonging to other
gjnres as well, As compared with the reading of novels that of short stories
e

mains in the background, The "novel-short story" method was used in A3
ses /8 percent/ but only few readers began to appreciate short stories. .

The sociological study "The reader of the public library in the Es-*
tontan 5. S. R. in 1967" tried to find cut how the prefereu?e for a certain
reader is connected with the estimarion. of another writer, = 39 authors out
of 20 were arranged on four compar itively independent groups, decisive fac=
tors being the reader’s educational level, his/her Sex, consistent preference
for modern or classical literatura and partly also the writer’s creative man-
ner, In 270 cases /435 percent/ the librarian found out the reader’s favourite
writer. Starting from the favourite author, the method of reading by groups
of writers was applied in 243 cdses /groups containing J to 13 percent of
readers/. We have arrived at the conclusion that this method was easily
appJicable in practice. :

)

By the "surprise book” method the reader was given an interesting
book, subject or genre unusual i the light of his previous reading experience.

Comparing the results of 1971 with thos~ ofs1972 we can see that
Librarians recommended more books connected with films, If the film proved
poor, compared with'the interest in the book, a rejective attitude was met,
the motivatiofbeing that the film was of inferior quallty. The rise of interest
in fiction connected with theatre performances is remarkable, While in 1971
three plays gave rise to this kind of reading, tn 1972 there were,already 17
stage production of this kind,

‘ The recommendation and reading of fiction connected with films,
[V-films; stage performances and radio plays 1s restricted within limits,
though not always as frequently as tnagitied, o illustrate the development of
the rdading of seientific literaturg “i1th view toself-perfection and the pur-
suit oF one’ s hobbies, we present.mie iollowing metheds as the results of our *
studvs 17 Connection of a work > fronon with a scientific book on the
“as1s of a common che e cterisTie the great hridge!

50 Connection of sifitlar and almost screatfic book s

17 Method of zontrast

" Regional method

.

JopeMartis, Rahvaraamatukpgud:- fugejate lc}nmxkkvr)ank,ud. !The favourite
writers pfthe public library rea aer . -0 Feusn M3 rghraraamatukogu
“lugeya 1967, ‘The re;}jidgr'of the public hibrgry o the futonian S.S5.F.ap
1967 %<iallinn, 1970, gifp. 27 p.x0 - Dummary in i

G aalan
. ) . /
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1. THE CONNECTION.OF A WORK OF FICTION WITH A SCIENTIFIC j o
BOOK-ON THE BASLS OF A COMMON CHARACTERISTIC ‘
t il N .

) »

voa
.

Transition from imaginative literature to scientific literature is con-
ceivablerin the case of readers who already* read works of fiction with a cer-
tain’intensity. Still, it 1s by no means easy, A change in the mind of the read-
er is neaded to enable him to use scientifi¢ literature, It will be the greatest
qualitative change in his reading experience, -Specific method's and specific
ways of transition are pecessary for this purpose: Using the daza of a socio- /
logical researchrdiscussed before™ the following mades %conn'e'ctions./ for the
transition from fiction to scientific literature were applied: 1/ connection,
"novel-short story-popular science book" on the basis of a common charac: _
teristicy 2/ connection "novel-shdrt story-memoirs"”; 3/ cénnection "science- v
fiction-popular science book", ' . ‘

L]
e .t

- The co\mection "novel-short story-popular science book" 'on, the ba-
sts\of\a common characteristic was applied in the case of 27 readers 14,5
percent/ of the expetimental group, One can trace #ansition from short sto-
ries to discussion of the writer’s life and work, fram short stories about
nature to natural science books, from novels to travel books and from travel

< books to works dealing with the socio-economic life of the country in question,

-
'

The transition "novel-short-story-memoirs" was used in the case of
21 readers /3,5 percent/, The library users whg did not take the trouble of
reading works of literary criticism were glad to read reminiscences of au-
thors or memoirs«of authors, The connection "science fiction-science book"
was not sufficiently vérified by, the study,

. v 1 . .
2. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN SIMILAR AND.ALMOST SCIENCE BOOKS

’

After having sucteeded in leading the reader hitherto reading only
worKs of fiction to some science books, the librarian can easily use other
connegctions in the reading of scientific literature, namely, those between
books similar to, or almgst, sciepce books, on the basis of their contents or
way.of treatment. This kind of book must respond to some impulse in the read-
er, to something closely and essentially connected with him, either in the
present or the past, to treat events which concern him personally.,

was given a book from new or older literature, Supposed to suit him, consid-

ering the books he had read before, The librarian explained him t the book

‘was chosen especially for him /as it was in fact/. The reader saw that the .
librarian wanted to give lim a book meeting his reading interests ‘and hig at- -
titude towards the librarian and literature took a positive form, ’ .

“In the experiment tine nvgethod "book for yvou" was tried. The reader

. .

. The method "book for you" was used in 148, cases /25 percent/, par-
ticularly in the case of readers with elementary or secondary education, ' e
Some readers themsélves soughticonnections between books on the basis of

-
-

[

- .- . ]
* The connectiong of lirerary genres have been dealt with by the Estonian
culture socidlogist Hans Harsarn. -
' ] -
N ‘ . o .
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' similar conténts, The method of books similaT tb, or almost science books., -
may also serve as a "bridge" to the next subject /class, of literature/ cop- R
. nected with the previous one. It.is advisable to try‘this mod'er_of transition -
after the systematic reading of a certain subject, Y . . -
> ' N * ) . ’ . s - &4 K -
3. THE METHOD OF‘CONTRAST « o " R
1 N i . . . , . - \ o o -~
B ' R ° The rﬁ.{der may be recommended ‘g book in an uiterly\\mfamuiar i '
- field in which he

has not read anything so far it is doubtful whether,this field
is*of any interest to, him. The reader nlay have tic subjective need for réading
. this subject except a "hidden interest” in it>-In the experiment w used the
v method'of the "surprise book” which means intuitively to recommendsa book i

. " inside thé reader’s reading interests. The test proved a greater succegs’ ) '
than we dared to hope. The "surprise book" could be offered to readers$ who

already read scientific literature’ intensively as well as to those wha did jit
seldom or even not at all, This method was used in the case of 83 readers

. /14 percent/. o ‘ < - ‘ N -

a
.

. . ’ \ T
'~ ,  .In the application of the "surprise book'" method, -the book must be «
- especially attractive, either on the strength of its contents or.debign. I\l; must
be a specific book in some way, very actual in its' contents or tell about high-
- ly populat people, In most cases interest was aroused in the recorimended
- subjects, There were people Wwho at firstshad a negative attitude towards '
"sux_—&rise.books", but later it was thty who borrowed them,

_ N : , .
& . .. THEREGIONAL METHOD. = S \

.

.

-
<
" N B

In our opinion regional apﬁroa'm to systemétit: rehding is the most \
suitable, The knowledge of one’s native place and its concrete problems, the

contemporary Estonian community, economics, culture and history,appreo- \
_‘priately orients one in our socialist society and provides an opportunity to

- fat . : s ra a

o . understand the problems,of- Soviet nations and other socialist countries bet- \\ .

, ® ter, It is important to perceive the nodal problems and events, past and pres~ - ,
.- ~ ent, and the reader’s vital connection with them, =

To apply the regional method, the’libraries were provided with a \
specific program that.connected the methodological side of the individual . -, -
service with classes of literature., In order to estimate the achievements in '

7 the field of the structure of reading, we must compare reading of the exper- S
imental group in these classes of literature with that of the check group dur-
. ing a period of 6 months by means of an analysis of the readers’ cards.-The
» results showed that all the scores except those of the nalural scienges were
" essexfially higher in the experimertal group. The application of the regional
method according to*plan proved its vitality and perspective, The data show
how the activity of the librarian influences the use of the.catalogues and
bibliographical tools in 1971 and 1972 alike they were used at the proposal
of the librarian rather than on the reader’s own initiative,
The bibliographical tools were used most frequently by readers
gher education, In their case systematic use rose from 10 parcent to

with hi
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- 39 percent, In 1971 and 1972 also catalogues were more El_'equenfly used by
readers with higher education, The prog?zhx is to determine the place and
tasks of public libraries in the uniform information system, The librarians
selected the borrowers for our axperiment according to their characteristics

nd primary hobbies /an average of 3-4 readers from every library/. h&a
nding discHsion the reader was told that the librarian ’ | I

I . Parcentige Number of Frequency— s ..
- . ‘0f readers loans of lendin

.

'’ Jorks about Estonian

writer, .- 7,7 5,1 87 49 0,14 o.08
Other books on Estonian . - .
) v literature .o < lo,l 7,4 154 97 0,25 o,16
\ Estonian language ‘5,3 5,0 81 - 64 > 0,14 0,11
\ Eatohian theatre 11.8 7o 113 84 0,18 o,14
" Estonian music . 8,7. 6,9 136 122 0,22 o,21
. Estonian fine arts 3,5 1,8 35 19 0,06 0,03
Estonian history 9,4 5,3 85 56 0,14 0,09
. istory of Estonian culture 1,5 3,3 17- 16 0,03 0,03 :
e ooks about the Estonian . . . . :
S.S.R. ) ) 7,3 7,9 90 75 0,15 o,l2
Baoks about the U.S.S.R. 6,7 6,1 97 67 0,16 0,11
Nature protection 3,5 1,5 43 . lo 0,07 0,02
Natural sciences 12,2 16,1 312-+ 339 0,52 0,56
—  Philosophy 9,3 6,9 119 94 0,20 0,15

\ . ' + .
could\give him continudus information on books and periodicals arrived at
that or the cedtral library or on literature foynd in bibliographies on tke
subject he was interested in, .

, It appears from the analyses of the librarian that re s generally |
appreciate the ipformation gupplied by the librarian. But in s cases there
1is a psychological barrier, With régard to lending as the librarian’s only

- task, readerd abstain from using this form of service and think it to be an
additional burden on the librdrian. Librarians must feel a moral obligation
towards thig kind of work, it being an organic part of their eyerydayswork.
They must lain to the reader ‘that he-has the right to such kind of library
services, The conclusion may be drawn that it is possible already now to Ny

. supply syst tic individual information on literature in the reader’s sphere T,
of interest, Ag to professional literature / selective dissemination of infor=" . . *
‘mation/, the information needs of qualified workers, middle-grade specialists
and pedagogues were met. The latter needs not so much professional litera-
ture in the strigtest sense but books suitable to enrich the subject they teach, -
In case of the ceptralization of public libraries the importance of central li- [
braries will increase. Their prestige will be raised even htgher by anap-

 propriately organized information service, .

.

. -
The application of the methods of infofmation sery{ce in public libra-
ries shows essentially their future perspective. The experiment carried out
in the Estonian libraries indicates this possibility, at the same time confirm-
- ing the need for a chiange in the public library as a type. An universal-libra-
ry must be the centre\ where literary taste is,formed ang permanent education
:. and information ‘ensured, It must not only get hcquainted with the readers’
needs and meet them byt also form them individually in the spirit of the free
and conscious development of the personality. . = / :

'
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‘ing. One of tho lindingas of the resdarchas done in villagios wan t our
propaganda for Ltoraturo was not olficiont enough. Our callecy task, thete- !
lore,” 1o - both for Wbrariang “boakooliors - " to find and elaborate the most

' promining mothedn. Wo have cctablished that oven the villagers lay consid~-
orable claim’ for bocks, though thetr knowledge .needs come
. AY

1o

‘COCHINESCU, Mie '
-4

I alpo conaidor tho Investigation df boaolk stocks 'a vory important '"
task. Let mo go, howigver, “one otep furthor: Ono most not forgel about the

classical. group of throd: the read‘;r, the author and, the book. We ought to

begin our invesligalions with tho auwhor and the book, and only then con-
N tinue with' the reador. Tho value of literary works must bo i nvestigated by - ’
soclologlical - mathods; v e must know about each book, to what extent it '
SOrvas a socloly of tho future. Lhen all these must be related to the *? :
manyfold demandn of tho rogders, ° )

. I haveo to ank something from colicague Maruniak, . He
rapec that thoro was a change of
quostion: Is thero indoed a causal refation ‘betweon that
and the change In Jhe numbor
stances algso guffored chango d

stated in hig

persanal change
of roaders? Perhaps g ot of other clrcum- -
uring their long- range survey? ) ’%

©

MARUNIAK, Poter

@ '
o - i .

. ' It could be unequivocally ascertalned that the
for a decrcase. in the readers' n :

n's
person. ' Affor tho porsonal change thero wab a dgrowth in bosk purchase,
‘and the’ poosibllity of establishing ﬁqrsona] contact. with the new librarian "
decreased, ¢ Increased book purchase of

coursc may also be explained R
nreal growth of living standards,

, by chenges lhe.vluugm_:p‘ needs, Ly a ge

«  PAPP Iatvédn ‘e !

! showld like to add sé6mo rem

arks to K. Oja's papor. He states
that those altend the librarios  wito mako use.of the regt of cultural indii-

tutions, too. This statement. {s is connection’ with that of Altila Nagy, S

claums that any of the reading public may 'be pradicted. At the present mo- .
mépt 22 ‘perconts of Hungary’s population are " revular readers, but the. rate v
rises to 30 or sometimes even up to 40 percents in towns sufticlently sup-

plied with Ubrarica. Presumably the number of' readers’ will further grow ' % .
throughout “the country, )

. Anocther romaric conceming the paper:
tween the readois free choice and the orientatin,
in lact complementary features. [t ig then,
mothod for trenglorring each boolk to the fittest redder. The choice of books s )
not always casy. The rean for it in small lbraries is the lmited size of the hoid- LA
Ingo; in bigger libraries: a confusion aftlicted by the exuberant quantity of bookas. !

! doubt in the succoss of operating with the crinie literature; o
shnot valuabie In itself, then ohe”may not make usc of it. In coflfague - t
Madrunlalt's paper there is a termy, the so-called "adventurous literature”, It
would bo nocessary to defihe exaclly, *~ " -~ . .
’ VWhen lstening to colitague Weilss's ‘paper, ancthier problem of *
termindiogical clearsigttednoss arose in my mind, What do we mean by
saying "reader"? It would be 4 fahly useful to establish an International in-
dox, by which an exact definitian of leing, or being, ndt a reader would N
bo peolssible, least further confusions in terms should hinder. inhibit our
~'mdual understanding, v { :

' To dofinje the size,of the indeed efficient library would equally -

be pmportant. In a gai situation, for inslance, a libbrary of a vi!.lcage_wlth

700 inhabitants can not benéulﬂciently \ttructlvé. and its developmeont is .
also difficult to solive. '

LY

There is no contradiction be- : 4
g efforts of the librarian; thoy are
an empirical question to declde the bent
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we in Hungary have acceptod the “mastic® one and o hall kilome-

tors as the ldeal radius size, mmd\maybogow(ortommddmopop-

<wation, Luk la highty questiofable In tho case ‘ol gporadic habitations. There
ammuuw.«wa-mtomamr.mmwﬂmm-
hab!aﬂlwﬂlulao.b.mmmbbﬂc.endwﬂl!akolhouwic‘.dmoblm

\braries located In the tocwns.

SZENTIRMAI Ldsatd

1 showd gk- to make two comments upon Alllla Nedy’s paper. He
mentions the affecting the development of cullural, mote clossly, of
reading claims, He does noct mention, howover, the speciic place the struc~
ture ¢f scilements as & determining (actors May 1 osk U he invesligited
the eflect? The second comment: Desidas the accumulaling” surplus, given
by the librery altendance, thare are also dissdvaniages accumulsting. Has
he ever investgated this relation? N -
‘luwtndukotaukmyconmvdurmmu“w' '
meaning &f the term »plictage® used in thelr collactive ressarch in Leningrad?

/ -

VANCURA, Dallbor

»

ePldtage” moans the opplicability of questionnalres, (he adequacy

of thelr data to our work. - :
G- :

NAGY Altla . - T

mmbcwsuwiw'ommmmmd

* getiioments mmodwpapcmdnannwammdmndm&

ment, We umdmopmumaxvmbyaqammwn
bt'nlsmndmm‘d.owim~mmwmy; :

F‘Rb:-mpiu - ‘ A’ o \ . '

One: con guess lmmw'monm though R Is the

_ Ubrory which i the starting plalform (or ressarch iions the leas the one-

thisd rate of those not attending llbraries ls also decit with An indeed
interesting questlon: who exacily can be regarded c-'madm .

u.Q.MARAsfman

All owr, roaearch workshops deal with reading In gensroll junt
ook ol their naines: the Polish Inatihce I called. Book angt Reading nstl-
ndey colleagus pobrynina s working &2 the Reatling Ressarch
ol tho kenin Libraryl ar Hungorien group is also colled .Reading Research -

. . - *

SZENTIRMAS Lés2ld R ’

. ‘ : .
5 '..}ﬁquwmwwvéhhamﬂﬁvwmnﬁwwdeQerme
atyte of Ue which changed with those who reccked positively cn the exper-
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tod pooitively on the "ghock effect”, but, with tho majority of our oxperl-

ments, ' thé | otylo of lifoe waa under dovelopment, too. It is tho joint change

.at theae two .fodturos that han brought the ,good achioevoments, 1 should

ke to ask cglleague Maruniak if the side of thewr experiment, Kriva village

is ‘i "any rospect trregular, 1n comparisen with an average Slovak villago?

v

M ARUNIAK, Petor - @ .

’ Th‘o village's irregularity, i any, o 'Ita disadvantage - g poaks
tion, A basic chango happened in 1967 when a Central Distric Library was’
establishod, and tho Ubrary in question became a depdﬁ! libpary, The offect

cf tho change has been nogative for a. while. Restockirfy of the holdings
took quite a-long time. r : :

- - [y

. KAf/sANYI Séndc;r ’ .

-

. . [ :
: Colloaguo Marunifk has mentioned' the fail of intereat towards
religious literature. My quastion: what oxactly does this literature corinat
of, and what sources can it bo restocked* {rom?

1 . a
MARUNLIAK, Petor

.y . - L
In this district strong roﬂglon_m traditions prevall., Inquirers mostiy

Bought tho books or borrowod from one anothor; wo could dotect the de-

creasmont of such’ activities. N
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MARUNIAK; Peter and collective °

SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT THE RESEARCH OF THE :
READING OF POPULAR SCIENCE LITERATURE IN \
VILLAGE LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIES IN VILLAGES ‘

OF URBAN CHARACTER IN SLOVAKIA -

.

The scientific-technical revolution in progress in the world constant~
ly ‘necessitates the raising of the level of education of every member of the
Society, i.e. not only the youth but also adults are meant here, The require- :
ment of permanent education has become the reality of everyday character.
In this context books, especially professional educational books have an
extraordinary role to play. Notwithstanding the quick spreading of other forms
of the acquisition of knowledge and information, the study of educational liter-
ature has a number of features that determine its basic and indispensablef
function in every educational process. " .

The largest sdcial sources of educational literature in the rural and ,
urban communities of Slovakia are the libraries, iThey are institutions that
have at their disposal the basic medium of the communication of scientific and
professional knowledge, -the educational book ;the"main basic but frequently
important meshodological educational basis for adults. Hence libraries quick~
ly turn into modern institutions of education and information,-In order to dis-
charge their duties qualitatively and with skill among the broadest masses of
the population, libraries must know well not only the instrument of their ac- #
tivity, they must also know how to treat them and, at the same time, they must
know the environment in which they work, i.e. potential and discret persons, ’
their needs, interests, requirements, reading profiles, activity, etc. This' '
kind of knowledge may be acquired, however, only through direct scientific -
research, R ’ . -,

Until now there has been no complex’r'e‘éear"’ch that could be directed
dt the research of the problematique of reading educational literature and li-
braries dealing with literature of this kind in Slovakia, However, with a
view to acquire at least basic knowledge of this field, our research has been -
directed partly at reading educational literature and the activities of libra- C ¥

+ ries related to this literature, i.e. research that has never been conducted
on.such a large scale in the library field in Slovakia - "Research into the N
soclal function of urban libraries and libraries in villages.of urban charac-
te?” as the title of three research projects that examined the ahove-mentioned
problematique, too, Lo :

The first project comprised the short analysis of the way the public "~ ¢
libraries treated educational literature and fts situation, the second project.
‘apart from other questions extended to' the village adults’ reading of edueg- o
tional litePaturé, too, and within the framework of the third project loans of
educational literature were separately recorded and analysed in the libraries o
under survey, Within research into the social function of libraries two re- -,
search project were realized, {.e. public libfaries in which educational liter-
ature was processed /Part 1,/ and reading of educational literature by adult

3 s .
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popialioh . wtban pubhic libraries Part '2_./2 . ﬁé
N e ;!

In wfuera) there 1s no uniform interppeétation of the term "edu;&(t:.onal liter-
ature". In the proper sense of the word thjs literature is sometimes re-
garded only as professional or _sdentific iterature, ln the practice of pub-
Lic libraries the notion of "edwcational literature” has a fuller sense, and
apart from generally recognized professional and scientific literature,
textbooks and manuals also literature of reportage character and general-
lv "factual literature" /biographies, travelogues etg./ and in recent times
understandably, also periodical literature, are included. We accept this
fuller sense of the notwon in the interpretation and application of the term .
"educational literature”, \ e

Within research into the social function of libraries in vijlages of urban
st.aracter also the national research of the reading of thg population in

Crechoslovakia was realized, in which also the results 6f reading in Slo- e

vakia were separately processed., However, only very little attention was
paid here to reading educational literature, Within the framework of this
research we concluded that professional literature /the stricter notion as
against the potion of "educational literature"/ is read by more than half
the adult. pdpulartion, i.e,53 percent, and more males than females,

. We have applied sociological research mg‘_thods and techniques in or-
der o obtain the material in the field, i.e, questionnaires, descriptive
methods, standardized conversations and the study of documents. After the
,processing of the material the summarized results were published +n ré-
search reports, studies.and articles in library periodicals, The knowledge
of the treatmentiof educational literature in public libraries of Slovakia and
the reading of educational literature in public libraries enable u% to outline

. some important trends in this field /knowledge of the reading of.educational
literature by the population,of villages of rural character is used only as
comparative material in the interpretation of reading in these villages ¢
since similar material related to the population of villages of urban charac-
ter is lacking/. ) ' .

' Lo

In the resedrch into reading educational literature in public libraries dealing *"@

with educatiortal literature as well as libraries of rural and urban character
we concluded that apart from many similar features and general tendercies,
that hold good of the whole’social environment, there are many diverse fea-
tures and tendencies as well, Social environment has a diregt effect, it in-
fluences every soglal activity, hence also the work of libraries which treat

educational literatgre too, and reading of this literature as well, The village .

differs from the town as far as its social organization, structure and social
relations are concédrned, The consequences-of this reality may be felt on the
level of the phenomena under survey in certain quantitative and qualitative

differences, i.e. the state of the activities of libraries as well as reading .

fy
AN

data obtained within the framework™sf resedrch, In the first place we shail ~
evaluate the supply of population with educational literature in public libra-
ries, we shall underline the main concludlons drawn from the work of the
mentioned libraries which treat educational literature and we shall publish, =
the main conclusions related to reading educational literature in public librs-
ries only after rhar, - ‘ AN . ! : -
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THE SUPPLY OF THE POPULATICN wiTH
u EDUCATIONAL LITERATURE : .

\

. In Slovakia, in villages of rural and urban character, as has been
satd, the largest social.sources of educational literature are the libraries,
In these villages the structure of libraries is different, but from the point of
Service for the broadest masses of the population the public libraries belong
to the most important group, They play decisive roles from the Viewpoint of
education amd-culture in villages and among the urban population as well,

. With a view to'discharge their social function and to ensure the qual '

tative level of service in the field of education and culture¥or the adult pop-
utation, the size and the structure of the allocation to educational literdture

rural character, it basically orresponds to the objective social require-
ments/, Besides, it has beeff shown that the supply of the population of vil-
lages of urban character in public libraries was relatively more balanced

- than that of the population of villages of rural character, though the varia-
bility of the®size of villages of rural character was much less than that of
villages of urban character. The supply of the population with educational
literature in libraries is the greatest in the smallest villages of urban and- -
rural chardcter /dccording to the number 4f population/, Hewever, the social
utilization of basis is the lowest in these villages as far as educational liter-
ature is concerned, - . ' -

of rural population /despite t}e differences between villages of urban and

B - .
) . , ]
THE UFIL1ZATION OF THE BASIS OF EDUCATIONAL .
LITERATURE = - - /

' 2 -

The social utilization ‘of the basis of educational literature in Slova-

.kia has not reached the desired level yet. The better utilization of the edu-
cational literature could.,be observed in public libraries, in villages of ur-
ban character, The utilization of the basis of educational literature here was
dlmost three times as much as in villages of rural character. There is a cer-
tain relationship between the size of the basis of educational literature and
the size of the population of the area influenced by the library as-well as the
social utilization of tional literature, which is besides influenced under
certairl conditions and \at dertain times and within certain environments by

- the level of library work, This means that the utidization of :ducational liter-
ature in villages of rural character does not depend only on the size of the -
population wi?hin the .scope of the influence of the library: but also on the num-
ber of pBtential readers interested in literature of this kind and the work of
the library related to these books as well as the size of the library staff and
in particular the personality, of the chief librarian /in the public libraries of

. villages of rural character there are overwhelmingly voluntary librarians .
working/.. The higher level of the utilization of educational literature in pub-
s lic libraries of villages of urban character is primarily the regular conse-
quence of the better internal space, better financial circymstances and, in
particular, the better staff supply and better condftions of work /profession.

~ ‘ ' , . 125
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" 4.s-ation 1~ comprehensive 1p urban public libraries/.

,he siructure of the basis and the loans reflect the social function of
l.uraries to a certain degree in the given environment and among others there
i+ significant correlation among them which influences the total effectiyvit§ of
libraries. The structure of literature for adults essentially satisfies progres-
sive social neads and requirements-in the public libraries of villages of rural
and urban character from the point of view of the quantitative proportion of
educational litarature to fiction. The contents of educational* literature least

satisfies thle objective needs and requirements of the social environmept in
particularfin public libraries of villages of rural character.
. ~ b . . »

[he structure of loans in public libraries of rural and urban charac-
ters corresponds only very badly to’ the progressive needs and requirement:
of the adequate environment, from the point of view of the quantitative propor-
tion of educational literature and fiction, The above=mentioned facts clearly
testify cértain defects in public libraries and work with educational literature
meant for the adult population no matter whether it is in a rural or urban -en-
vironment, - . . :

.The greatest intensity of.reading educational litérature has been ob-
, . scrved in the public libraries of the largest villages of rural and urban char- 7
acter, The recorded results clearly indicate that with the increase of the
* size of villages of rural and urban character the intensity of reading educa-
tional literature for the adult population continually i.ncreases?a public li-
braries. Research into the intensity of reading educational litérature in the
public libraries of. villages of rural and urban character also showed that
the average adult reader in the public library of a village of rural or urbam
! character reads almost four times as much fiction as educational literature.

. This indirectly testifies the continued inability of public libraries to perform
¢ their educdtional tasks, ‘

e '+
N

READERS IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND READING
EDUCATIONAL LITERATURE . '

_ Within the research into the social function of public libraries of vil-
‘lages of urban and rural character in Slovakia it was unanimougly showed
that enrolled readers were on the average more skilled readers than the pub- .
lic., This is also corroborated by the fact that reading educational litecature
is of much greater significance in the case of enrolled readers than the pop- ° ‘.
ulation in general /this is confirmed by the comparations related to enrofled
. readers in public libraries of rural character and the population/. Thereis . -
a significant difference between readers of educational literature in public
. libraries in consideration of the envirgnment; More people read educational ~
literature in the public libraries of villages of urban character than in vil-

lages of rural character /a similar tendency could be observed among the ’ *
population as well/, * . : : :

\

- . .
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g . THE EFFECT,OF SEX, AGE, OCCUPATION AND EDUCATIONAL
. - LEVEL ON READING EDUCATIONAL

- . LITERATURE :

. Reading educational literature among readers in public libraries is -
doybtlessly influenced by such factors as sex, age, occupation and educa- o

.

tional level in particular. ) 0

—

N " . Educational literature is generally read niore often by males than
- ~ females in villages of rural and urban character alike /this fact was con- '
' 7 . firmed in villages of rural and urban character alike/. The sex of the read- u

er influencéds not only the range of interest but also the intensity, structure
and content of reading educational literature,
Educational literature is fead in particular by the younger age

. . groups, Older readers read relatively little educational literature /this

- tendency may be observed also among the popylation of villages of rural
character/. It was found that educational reading material in public libraries
was to a certain exteat influenced by age. In the case of readers in urban

.~ public libraries significant differencés were fouid out, im particular in read-

ing technical literaturé. This kind of literature is read up'to the agesof 30, /-

generally almost three times more than over this age, Older readers in ur- - - .

ban public librarie\{ showed great interest in and attention to agrijéultural

literatgre, which they read, . ’ -

- The significange of the correlation ybetween ;he compc;sitic;n of read-
. ers of educational literature and their occupation /profession/ in rural and
¢ urban v-i.llage&s was confirmed relatively well,

. The factor which generally most expressively influencé’s the reading R
of educational literature among readers in public libraries of villages of
rural and urban character alike, was education, more exactly the level of
education. People with secondary school and higher qualifigdtions read edu-
cational literature much more frequently than people with primary qualificar -
tions in villages of rural and urban character alike, With the raising of the
educational level the number of the readers of educational literature grows,
It was fourid that in public libraries readers with primary qualifications -
read agricultural literature most frequently in villages of rural character
and technical literdture in villages of urban character, Readers with secon-
dary and higher qualifications read socialrpolitical literature most frequent-
ly in villages of rural and urban character alike, In villages of urban char-
gcter readers with seconsdary qualifications and even more readers with
higher qualifications read technical literature that is these readers read
less teémical litergture,

- INFORMATION SOURCES AND MOTIVATIONS OF THE READING \
. OF EDUCATIONAL LITERATURE .

The most important sources of in.formaﬁi;bn on .educationa%ure
for the readers of public libraries of villages of urban and rural chara ar.
are the follpwing: schools, lectures, further education, radio-television,

& 3
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perwdicals frienas and relatives, 14 villages of urban character the libraries
a5 information sources provide information on educational literature only for
readers with basic dducation while in villages of rural character all the read-
ers are provided with information, disregarding the level of education With
readers in urban public libraries, who are on a higher level of education,

the significance of the use of mass media is increasing in the acquisition of
information on educational literature, '

. With readers in urban lipraries the most itiportant motivational im~
pulses in the reading of the educational literature are those which arise from
different personal interests and only After them come needs arising from oc-
cupation /however, from the point of view of differentation, it may be stated
that the most frequent motives of the reading of educational literature with
middle-aged readers, readers with secondary or higher quaufications are
connected with their occupation/. : :

The fact that with readers in public libraries of villages of rural
character the socially more Lmportant motivational impulse is more signifi-
cant than in villages of urban character is not surprisipg, since public li-
braries are the most important and often the only active sources of educa-
tional literature in villages, Therefore almost everybody who is interested

. in educational literature, goes to the library. However, in villages of urban

character there is more opportunity for selection and readets interested in
ducational literature of high level /and there are only occupational motives
of reading literature of this kind/ use the services of other libraries most
often - libraries the activities of -which are connected with educational liter-
ature only /learned and special libraries/. ‘

¢

!
L N -

&
THE READERS’ RELATION TQ EDUCATIONAL LITERATURE:
. : BOOK BASIS : i
'’ T X ‘“ . - ¢
. b . 4
We acquired further very significant knowledge through the survey
of readers of public libraries in particular in villages of urban character.
E.g. more than four fifths of the readers in the public tibraries of villages
of urban charactet were partly or completely dissatisfied by the book basis
as far as educational literature was concerned, by chance they were unable
to appreciate the basic educational literature. But even in villages of rural
character the majority of readers in public libraries were partly completely
dissatisfied from this point of view. So it was found that the quality of educa-~
tional literature in the public libraries of villages of urban and rural charac-
ter was not suffitient - and that is why the dvailable literature was not suf-
ficiently utilized, Dissatisfaction with the basic quality of educational liter-
ature on the part of the readers increases concomitantly with the raising of
the lavel of education in urban public.libraries, %e fact that the depénd on

“

educational literature depends on the level of edullation confirms thfs find-
ing. ' '

Within the research into the social function of libraries of villages
of rural and ugban character the research into the reading of educational
literature not only answered a number of basic questions but also raised
further important questions to be answered in our next investigations devoted
especially to this field. =~ . ~/ ’ -
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' THE FUNCTIONS OF BIOGRAPHICAL AND
" AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL LITERATURE
IN READING CULTURE

[y

;" The content and use of the notion "reading culture" is not yet fully

" ‘gstablished. The best approach seems to be to reg?(rd reading culture as an
“‘integral combination of likings, interest, habits, skills, abilities and khow-
/i ledge as regards.reading madtter. 1f reading culture is the outcome of more
;i or less conscicus activity, one is entitled to speak of the different levels,
" .types and models of culture in connection with individuals and groups alike,
. s . . .

.

It is without doubt that reading cuiture can be created only through

reading. its level is not directly proportional to the level of education, There ’

exist such graduates whose reading culture happens to be lower than the level

of such culture in the case of people with secondary school education who are

avid and seasoned readers.’ SN «

In the development of the level of reading the following factors play
essential roles? o . ‘
- "Knowledge'" regarded as'importgnt by a man or a given
community ' « P .
- The totality of attractions towards certain types of teni,( ile.

o "taste", . . .
+ 7=, Literary competénce, reading competence, or the totality of
. abilities.permitting the use and transmission of acquired experi-
ence in the literary field. .
~-~" The certain opinions of the role played by institutions, prodesses
and media participating in the transmission have been formulated:

- All the above-mentioned companents of the reading culture of the
personality must be shaped by the school through teaching language and lit- *
erature, ln reality, however, the influence exerted by the school finds its\_
expression above all in the sphere of "knowledge". .

- All the components of ﬂreading culture could, undoubtedly ;mst efs
fectively, be shaped by literary criticism, proxided its scope of influence is
not limited to a relatively narrow group of readers, representing as a rule

a much higher level of reading culture than the average.

- Knowledge of highly rated literary achievements is ‘})eiﬁ.g dissem-
inated by mass media /the press, radio, television and ctnemas/, but it is
dpne irregularly and often only action is-thrust into prominence.

<" . Taste is such a category which is shaped by a variety of factors
not always easy to define; however, more generally speaking, taste is the -
result of the psychological features of the individual, moreover of the in-.
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fluences exerted y norms and standards functioning in the environment, the

school, the mass media etc, L. Ve e

- Just as it is impqgssible to be competent in a language without the
knowledge of the language in question, competence in reading can be ac-
quired solely through reading, what is more, thorough, reflective reading,
Here also home reading plays a significant role, v ’

‘Diaries, memoirs, reminiscences and biographies discharge functions
other than functions digcharged by scientific literature' and belles-letires, |,

.- The science of literature treats.diaries, memoirs, reministences and alse
epistolography as well as biographical monographs novels, biographical -
stories than figtiqn /belles-lettres/, Most frequently /though not consis- .
tently/ these types are listed as factual-literature, or, in a broader sense,
as paralitéerary genres, The commos feature of these categori®s and $imul-
taneously the feature that makes them diffe ‘from belles-lettres is the lack
of the comrsiderable }imit&tiqn or lack of the "literary aspect”, This feature
is very important from the point of view of the theory of literature, however,
it is not essential for non-prdfessional regdédrs. In most cases this feature .
does not depreciate the text and sometimes even increases its value,

’

-.- It must b¢ remarked that the not well-versed reader is not capable of

‘ ,Menwfy every diary, memoir or reminiscence as paraliterary works., Such

]

-

identification is made more difficult also because the formal features of such
text have for a’long tije already been used by fictién, too, and therefore
‘Many readers regard éven pure ficrion as diaries or biographical novels, *

Belles-lettres exert influence mainly through the plot and the protago-

. nists, Both elements appear in almost all the biographical and autobiograph-
ical texts, The events. emphasized in the_majority of memoirs and biographies
are not unfrequently much more dramatic than plotted action. Hence action
is not a primary distinctive feature, What seems to be more important is the
fact thatithe heroes/o} biographies are always concrete persons, ' ,

-4 . .
We have not exhausted the subject of the sim} arities-and differences

between fiction and paraliterary works at all since not only formal elements
play decisive roles here, L : v '

The fundamental "pure" categories of biogi:aphi‘:nl literature may bé
arranged according to the criteria of-authenticity. . )

ical novels-and stories helong to the third group and finally purely fictional
novels \u/r)‘lith gontain also biographical elements, _ .
. Biographical and autobiographical works - just like strictly taken lit-

' erary texts.- are not fully defined works, hence their reading is at the same
time a test of concretisatibn as well, ‘This test is most successful ‘if thes °
et . A :

v .
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reader is capable of-compreh?ndmg, the text and its inherent context to the
fullest extent. ' ) ’
N N . .

Experts of literature rarely carry out textual analysis in depth,
they treat diaries and letters above all as auxiliary material for the history
of literature and that only when it is sure that a writer was their author.or

_ that they are related to some outstanding personality, in the literary world, / .
A

*. In recent years there can be moticed a growing interést in these lit-
erary-sinres, This fact resultgd in the formulation of some strange theses
according™to which the geason for this interest was that belles-lettre4 in its
traditional form was ufiable to keep abreast with the times. The readers, no-
ticing that certain matters which they rated very highly were not'reflected
well in fiction, praferred to read memairs, Though they did not find literary
values in them, they nevertheless found authenticity, the real human life,

- lackiftg in belles-lettres. vt . o

-

[
’

. , Studie’s of reading habits revealed that the greatest interest.was '
shown in literature on the Second World War;
) : : ST .
The remi.m'.scénces, ‘memoirs are pot light reading matter, Even
those acknowledge it who treat such texts as "medium level” literature, This
kind of reading matter requires considerable knowledge, above all the know-
ledge of historical facts may facilitate their reading. The interest in this
genre is in proportion to the educational/level. .

X A . , s
Reading of factual litérature may help enrich and develop the know-

~

ledge the readgr possesses of a given subject, however, it cannot supply all-

works, have spelcific values of didaftics, It suffices>to mention here Plu=
tarch’s "Parallet Lives' and Juliys Caesar’s "Diaries"”, the countless ver-
sions of the lives of the saints, tjie maity biographies of national heroes,

- These works were and are utilizgd by various ideologies to educate "ideal"
people through the presentation of ideals and heroes fit to be imitated, An
analysis of the totality of fac literature-under certain social, historical
conditions is still lacking, * o - '

round and sysfq:maticf knowledge a%\ired by learning. At the same time these

[y

The yalu\e of biographical and autobiog'r:aphical literature is price- ,
less in the study of the different problems, ideds and‘features of popular life,
Individual and\collective changes, the transformations of work, culture and

cultural level,)the roots of traditions and their effects may be followed in
them : . . . .

¥ )

’/Between 1949 and 1956 schematic biographies diminished interest, *
However, after 1957.the number of the published memoirs grew by leaps and
bounds and universal interest was aroused, With regard to her publishing "
‘houses, Poland occupies a ledding place among socialist countries, According
to the UNESCO gtatistics the share of factual publications in the fields of’
geography, history in the socialist countries is more than three times lower
. than in capitalist countries., The majority of memoirs published in Poland deal
with more recent times, Predominant are the reminiscences of the participants
of wars, especially the Second- World War, the memoirs of the outstanding
personalities of the workers’ movement. The memoirs of artists and people
active in the cultural and social fields can be found’frequently. In contra-
distinction tg the capitalist countries, memoirs and reminiscences which pre-

./ sent the reader with descriptions of moral scandals or sensational events in

« .
» - «
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» the life of well-known personalities are rargly published by Polish publishin
houses, v . ..

“ ~

- It i$ characteristic of publishing practice in Poland that old factual
titerature 15 accompanied by 'ample footnotes and critical comments, at the
same time there is a-number of publications which contdin the text only and e
the reader ¢annot rely on explanations and supplements, The former prac-
tice is characteristic of series &f high standard, ’ . .

[ Sl fooe '
Biographical texts are marked by great intérnal differentiations than
dutobiographies. ‘Biographical works are on a medium level, ',,rev'elations are
here a great rarity, at the same time the use of literary patterns is frequent,
1t is,above all due'tq, the fact that this category.is used by "literary artizans”
first, They take the readers’ reqhirements intc account, frequently; at the
expdnse of authenticity, Sometimes also vdlueless works are published, -

:

, Biographical and aytobiographical lterafure is easy of access for the
readers due to the network of bookshops and libraries, An analysis of the . .
loans and sales of such works shows dtfferences, however. The analysis of-

" the turnover of bookshops showed that t reminiscences of outstanding pol- .
iticians, public pergonages and’'actors tobk the lead while diaries and mem-
ories4ere the most frequgmly borrowed books, in libraries.

oo The reasons for, and the resultants of readers’ interest in factual |
*- literature have not been studied so far, but jt may be supposed that the result
of the diminishing interest in bélles-lettres is this turn towards facts, Also
the need for the sedrch for the concrete hero appeared, as a compensation

- for the readers’ loss due to the defects of belles-lettres, Namely, the sig-

' nificance of the action’and the hero diminished, the world represented be- el
. came'mdre abgstract, . v i
v . =t

1

The special popularity of the memoirs and adtographies of artists is
‘because of the increased lni_ereSt in the process of creation and the-artist’s
. environment, The lives of artists are often regarded as exceptionally rich P
» in experiences and impressions, so their reading may compensate for the
monotony of the life of the "grey" man., Later on, naturally, this literature .
may provide material for myths and gossip, too, oL t :
\ . The motivation of reading diaries and memoirs is similar to that of
" belles-lettres. : ¢ "

+ Reading biographies and autobiographie‘s supplies direct, almost com-
plete knowledge of reality, yhich corresponds with the readers? desire for
real knowledge of the more or less distant past,' In certgin cases the search
for such knowledge means the aspiration to discover, to determine one’s
place in history, This holds good above all of those strata whose genealogical
consciousness, the awareness of their own de¢scent reach no further than .
two-three generations back, hence recently they still had.belonged to’the
culturally and‘socially unprivileged classes, - .

" Factual literature is less impersonal than scientific and educational ¥
literature, moreover, in many cases, it depicts the activities of real figures,
s concretg persons just like belles-lettres. Works of factual literature supply
. behavior patterns, norms how to evaluate phenomena and facts which are .
freqliently more clojer to the reader than the abstract problems of belles-
ettres, e ) . . :
. . . .
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i “ lt may be assumed, that the reading of authentic,, valuaple memoirs,
biographies and diaries influences all the three factors of reading culture Y
P more than belles-lettres, ‘Reading this.litérary geare on the one hg.ndjmeans i ST
_that the reader iy dissatisfied with belles-lettres, on the other that these
o "works meet the demands.of those who use books as "tools" better. Reading
L., _ of factual hterature prepgres the effective reading and understanding of‘bop-‘
- i ular saience and scientific’special literature as. it were,
" < In positively appreciating the reading of the genre. in question, it
must be remarked that the restriction of readers’ interests to this type of_,
X - literature would not favour reading culture. . .« j
. ’) L " ’
ol o : s .
» ADDITIONAL, STATEMLN . N
o 5 ‘e Sd¢ lar much has been told abowt manipulating the réader, in ‘tlhe'
. good sense ‘ot- thé¢ word. Experimental results show -that manipulation ef-
N fects reading culture., I agrec with cglieague Gochinescu yvho inslsts that
v - In the reading process the text itsell, the massage has got a tremendous
- aignificance. In my papér | am speaking but about reading some special |
-, M sorta of tesxt, .the so-called graphical-autobiographical literature. In our
. . -opinion contact with such Wind literature has got a curious effect on
- L’ ° reading habits. Hiatiatical data gained f{rom publishing housegs and public
’ « - fibrarieg prove the immense ‘bépllarity of such works. A depiorable fact
' D that but cvery (fth item from among “tHe world's memolres and biography
. utorature\fs, peing published In, the sociallst block. £
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i . KATSANYI Sindor c I

HISTORIGAL CULTURE -~ 7
' HISTORICAL READING MATERIAL

S ’ l .
In 1973 the Cabinet Council of Hungary declared the "Pedagogical

research serving the.development of public education' a main trend of nation- °
al research. «

.

- . .

One of the basic questions of the research trend - of which our in-
vestigation forms a part - is the following: how school education and extra-
curricular education can be connected in such a way that they could serve
as basis for permanent education later on? Therefore in our investigation we
have analyzed interconnections between reading and culture collaterally in
groups of young people still at school /primarily industrial apprentices, .aged
15-17 / anX young people who-left school some years before /primarily skilled
workmen aged 20-22/. The selection of this stratum is justified also by its
number in addition to its sogial weight; in Hungary more than half of th& pu~ -
pils leaving primary schools attend industrial schools,

THE ORGANIZATION AND CONDUCT OF THE RESEARCH

.

After the completion of the program and plan of research and the
tentative survey, in October, 1973, questionnaire interviews were made with
., 1200 persons, Their selection was randqm, from among Hbrary users, Their
distribution is the following: 400 industrial apprentices /lathe operators,
assemblers in the building industry, weavers agricultural skilled workmen/

. and 400 young skilled workmen whose distribution is similar, Control groups
are the following: 100'grammar-school pupils, 100~100 administrators as
well as intellectuals who took their final examinations at secondary scheols
and 100 old skilled workmen, In our sample we strove for the proportional
representation of persons from the capital, the cities and the villages, Cod-
ing was completed in June, 1974. When this account is being prepared, the
mechantcal processing of data has alréady begun, however, we have accom=
plished the manual processing of some important indexes, We have examined
the most important indexes of historical knowledge and the reading of the
books on the ligt in the case of the group of 12 x 100 persons and we have an-
alyzed the data of one group /assemblers in the building industry/ in more
detail, :

; ST
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. ON THE CONCEPT OF "HISTORICAL CULTURE"” AND . o
. : "HISTORICAL READING MATTER"

We have reduced the content of "historical culture” to three levels:
- level of the concrete knowledge of facts /historical facts, names,

evénts/ v
- tevel of the knowledge of, and ability to define, historical con- -
cepts, ‘o ’ : ) \

- the,recognition of reEularities in historical processas,
Thts”*grouping places the elements of culture on the concrete-ab-
stract scale. According to the activity of the receiver, we can make a dis-
tinction among the following levels; ‘ ) ¢
- Regognition /recollection ‘of facts learned earlier/
/ - The original grouping of facts and data /according to given points
of view i , . . .
- The ortgin;al creation of definitions, original recognition of inter-
. connections bet}'veen occurrences, the application of well-known laws.

The instruction of history all over Europe is concerned with the
" proper proportion between the knowledge of facts and ability in conceptual
’ thinking. f '
. , ) : .
We want to contribute data to the solution of this dilemma by the
analysis of the reading material of those with or without success in the know-
ledge of historical facts and historical thinking, their attitudes to litérature,
. their judgments and expectations, : . . .
We have considered as historical reading material every work
% » Which contains historical inWrmafion irrespective of its scientific, educa-
8 tional or fictionalwnature, We wanted to represent every type of reading
material that may shape the historical knowledge and view of the examined
social stratn /primarily industrial apprentices and young skilled workmen/.

’

OUR ASSUMPTIONS AND RESEARCH' INSTRUMENTS

Qur starting-point, which seemed evidence, was that fn case of
equal educational level and social situation greater interest in historical
reading material implies a higher level of historical culture,. We gssumed
that fondness of historical reading material implies the higher levels of some
fields of historical consciousness /knowledge of facts, knowledge of con-

. We assumed that fondness of works simplifying and schematically * 4
. preserting history increases the factual knowledge of the reader, however, -
these works do not strengthen the ability in the Trecognition .of the regulari-
ties of history, or if so, to a slight degree only. At the same time the fond-
ness of historical reading material with a Marxist attitude which.explores

+. . .
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the complex system of social interconnections gnd is based on the survey of
contradictions primarily imply the better recognition of the regularities of
history, ) :

+ We assumed an interconnection among the age and the scene of the
plot of the works much liked and read and historical knowledge but, accord- e
ing to our assumption, this interconnection is not primary and is thrust into

+ the background by a more general transfer effect,.

Our investigation touches upon the relation between interest in histo-
rv and attitude to the so¢ial issues of the present, Our,assumption is that in-
terest in history doees not isolate anybody generally but es one open to - .
the 'sq;:ial issues of the present. We think it likely, however, that there ig
such a type of interest in history - which implies a determined strycture of
reading material - which is accompanied by a relative refusal to consider
present problems. At the same time another type of interest in history and
structure of reading material is accompanied by greater Opennegs to pre-
sent issues, In the course of our research we shall try to determine the

. characteristic structure of the reading material of these types at a later
stage of processing, ' :

The collection of data by questionnaires has been in the centre of our
Investigation, - .

Hereafter I shall limit myself to its presentation, The two main parts
of the interview are formed by groups of questions concerning historical cul-
ture and historical reading material; they are supplemented by the range of

‘Interest and cultural habits of the interviewed person.’ The conception of his-
torical culturehas been reduced to the levals already described, .

Ina grou{) of historical facts closed-ended questions were yséd: the

interviewee simply had to recognize the corréct answer. The names of eight
historical personalities were enumerated, After every name three short bio-
graphies of one sentence each were given, two of them fictitious, ‘

s The names were selected so that they should represent the various B
- \_ ages of the past until the present; there were Hungarian and foreign persons .
\ in equal proportion. So the direct comparison of the different structures of,
“\reading material with the knowletdge of facts became possible. We saw to it
‘that the proportion of names jncluded in, ‘and left out from, school-books
should be equal. Thus, it became possible to measure how the structure of

"knowledge of facts” hereafter/,

e
- e %ﬁ the second group of historical facts, we were not content with
" simpfe identification in hearing the historical facts but asked for the more

"*  the knowledge conveyed by school here, too, Our next question Tequired the
original grouping of facts, the capacity foi seeing tdgether the occurrences
and greater activity on the part of the replier. The question was the follow-
ing:"What happened in the other scountries of the world {n the age of King
Matthias, the second part of the 15th century?* From the responsgs' one can

@
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infer the capacity for forming a portraif' of an age. /By siniplification this
group of questions will be called "portrait of an age" hereafter/. .

.

The comprehension of historical concepts and the capacity for their de-
finition were measured by the reproduction and the original creation of defi-
nitions. The interviewee had to define the following concepts in some.sen-
tences: "revolution" - "serf" - "democracy" - “internationalist" - "s\i-ekh&
tific-technical revolution". In the analygis of the responses we criticised the-._
cohtent features according to their positive quality /"correctriess"/, the num-
ber of positive content features /"rich content"/, the quality and quantity of
negative content features /"mistakes"/ and the level of définition from the ..
point of view of the nature of thinking /"linguistic-logical form"/. On the ba-
sis of their totality we qualified the responses. [Hereafter: "conceptual

thinking"/. .
N {

The next gr'oup of questions related to the original recognition of his-
torical situations and the recognition of interconnections among the occurren-
ces through problem-solving thinking. Our question of the type "For what
reason..." is the following: "For, what reason was fascism victorious in Ger-
many and not in England?™ A quéstion of andther type:"Gutenberg.- Reforma-
tion. ls there any kind-of interconnection between them? If so, what is it?"

The historical reading material was measured through the application
of a \iSt of 75 works. They were selected from among the most frequent
pieces of reading of the examined stratum on the basis df a preliminary sur-
vey according to the viewpoints of artistic forms described earlier. There
weré Hungarian and foreign authors alike. The interviewee hadgto register
the fgct of neading - non-reading and the reason for approval-disapproval
/closed -ended questions/, The gpen-ended questions concerned the favourite

subjects, favourite works, reasons for approval and expectations of litera-
ture. : :
& i

'

’

THE INTERCONNECTIONS DISCOVERED BY THE RESEARCH
UNTIL NOW .

¥
.

At the time of writing this summary the mechanical processing of data
is still in progress, therefore 1 had to rely on data pracessed manually
which explore the complete sample only from-the point of view of the main i -
dexes and analyze the indexes-of oné group of 100 persons /young assem-
blers in the building industry/. One part of the discovered interconnections
will be confirmed definitively only in the possession of all the data, to which
1 shall always refer hereafter. . : -

- The first usurvey' of the results justifies our preliminary assumption
that the relation reading -*knowledge must be e€xamined in homogenous groups
since differences in the edugational level and social situation may be deter-
‘minative of both reading and knowledge. .

The determinative nature of social situatton is all the more pronounced
~ in both fields if we juxtapose skilled workmen of the same age and education-
al level, Their order of succession is determined by the degree of the
complexity of their work, - P ' . - :

-
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N Average of "Xnowiedge "Portrait of ®Conceptual

. read works of facts® an age® t .
: _ [mox=7S/ /max=80/ /mn:§160/ hinking
{ndustrial appran- - ’ .

tices /400 persons/ 18,8 36,9 T 63,1 17,1
young akilled work- . N . .

msn /400 persona/ . 22,8 44,6 64,4 17,7 ’
old skilled workmen - . |
(loo'per 8/ -e7,2 ?gﬁg___: AT »16!9
secondary~achool : _ : &
students /106 persons/ 26,2 53,9 134,6 ¢ 26,1

S\

administrati¥e workers “
with gecondary-school

leaving certificates . ' \ .
/loo persons/ . . 3%,2 .68,3 129,9 24,5

a
' .

v

Read work "Rnowledgs “Poriralf  "Conceptual — -

. : of facts® of an ags" thinking®

1. lathe 6para'tora . .
. /loo persons/ ° 25,3 - 49,4 82,1 . 19,50

2. assemblers In the
building industry

/loo persons/ 23,7 45,0 74,3 18,26 -
3. agricultural skilled I
workers /loo persons/ 21,7 44,2 59,4 " 18,03

P =

4. woavers = . ‘ i ‘ : N
/loo persons/ 20,6 39,8 . 41,9 14,28

Our initial assumption.seems demonstrated: there is a correlation be-
tween the quantity of the read works and the level of historical culture con-
sidering either the totality of culture, or its individual constituting elements,
In the case of workers in the building\tndustry, we can demonstrate this in
the following simple manner: we select 10 persons with the best and 10 with
the worst results and compare the number. of works read by them: .

The nur of the "Knowledge of .  "Portrait of "Conceptual » -

read woixs  ‘max~75/ facts" _an age" thinld.pg" ] :

The best 10 . 31,2 29,1 o 29,0 .

The wdrst 10 . 17,3 . 17,9 15,8 . v
. , .
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Hepe wa gei to one of our initial questions: ‘to what extent is the -
growth of reading ‘accompanied by the quali ativeigrowth of the different
spheres of historical culture? The result of the linear correlation of the N
group under survey is the following: e Corr.

Literacy - Knowledge of facts 0,17
Literacy - Portrait of an age ) 0,31
Literacy - Conceptual thinking 0,56
There are nhturally also qualifn_giv changes behind quantitative Pal

changes because quantitative changes are.adcompanied by an inner change
of the structure of redding material.

The structure of the reading materihl is characterized partly by o
identity, partly by difference. :
The structure of historical pieces of reading contains numerous
characteristic mutual fedtures in different groups of young people. For fa-
, cilitating comprehension we; must go back to fhe region of sources of histor-
. *  ical reading material. The strong effect of rdmantic /juvenile/ works deter-
mines the selection of historical regding matprial for long. It seems we have
not met such identical start, such identical erpotionally motivated effect in
, . any field of reading material. It seems that the development of readers is
- . precisely the rise above this one-sided effectt from romantic description to
' a more realistic description, from fiction-oripntation to fact-orientation,
from emotional to rational. The reading materjal of those on higher levels of
- historical culture is characterized precisely by advance on' this way while
the backward preserve the model:of basic pieqges of reading and seek for .
_ works in compliange with the model deriving fyom romantic and favourite lit-
erature. It follows from this that the difference must not be sought for prima-

rily in the change in Uterary value but in the hange in the structure of the
‘ artistic forms of reading matter. : ’

Kl

@ A characteristic feature of the-‘:;truc re of reading of persqns
with poor historical culture is the nearly complete lack of 'intellegtual "mod-
ern works" using description through trarsmispien, The difference is even
more characterigtic when we examine the motivies to reading.

v b . .
It seems likely that the level of cultur¢ has the strongest correlation

with the motives to reading though it is to be canfirmed by our future galkcu-
lations yet. :

‘In summary, the group of young skilleq workmen where the relative-
ly high level of historical culture is accompani‘I by a relatively great inter-

est in reading can be characterized as follows first of all they approach a
book differently, even if it is the same book. At the same time they read more
and this surplus tends to rise above the naive-romantic historical descrip-
tions, partly towards realistic and factual literature, partly towards intel-
lectual works utilizing transmission,, .

< .

v
Rl

PERMANENT CULTURE AND READING -

, - The question to be resolved is the follu&;ving: in what direction does
. : historical culture change after school-leaving,, how the requirements of the
1w ‘ ° | R

.
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‘Permanent acquisition of knowledge are met/ and what role does reading play
in thig process according to our data?

“We can observe gradual enrichment in the sphere of the knowledge of
facts and within this the knowledge of historical personalities /recognition/
Correct recognition. of historical personalities -

/Correct responses for 100 persons, max~800/ '
Induqtriafapprentlces...........;..'...,...... 369
Skilled-workmen who left school 2-3 years before , . e e s e ... 4B
Skllledwcrkzyen, aged 40-60 .. .,.,....,. e e e e e .. 500

The knowledge of the representatives of different ages i§ enriched at
a different rate. The volumen of information acquired recently grows to the
K greatest extent. Going back to the historical past the advantage of those who
had left school decreases gradually, '
’ - Concerning the enrichment of factual knowledge we may think of social
. §nfluences and the effects of mass media which present the frequently abstract
knowledge in school-books more suggestively to the receiver,

+ At the same time it seems that the capacity for reproducing the por-
trait of an age which requires more abstraction and activity in contradiction
to the knowledge of events growing for years develops to a legs extent, more-
over it fades out, In the solution of this task this reduces the advantage of
the possession of surplus information conveyed by mass media. /In thi% case
we raise the reader from the scope of mass communications for practical

The tendentious differences may be summarized as followss our as-
Sumption that social environment /inclusive of §:e influence of the mass media,
too})'exerts a strong influence on the development of the knowledge of facts
already during school-years seems well-grounded, However, the receivers’

« Interest in individual ages of history is changing, obviously also in conse~
quence of their own age and the age of their direct environment, Making it
simpler we may conclude that lriterest and collaterally t efficiency of ac-
Ceptance graduallly decréase in going back from the recent to the Temote past, .

N -

. At the same timg the larger quantity of information itself is not enougt
to solve the task of the recollection of the portrait ofan age which re es.
greater activity, the recognition of interconnections.and a certaip degrde %f.pé »
abstraction, , 1 . TR TS

« - @ MR R “ o O
‘Here we come to a decisive questwp'? what roletd

adieg reading play in .
the development of culture after schoolyears from the vievrgoint of the des PR

' the growth of factual knowledge /0, 17/ but the carrelation of reading with the
creation of a portrait of ay age is muck stronger /0;31/, For this reason
reading seems to increase the capacity for seeing together the, occurrences
o a greater extent than other, media of the gextracurricular acquisition of
knowledge. . .- . PR )
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. J# Our assumption is rewnforced by the examination of the capacity-for
the definition of historical concepis. This capacity practically stagnates in
the grofp that had left school, .

~¢ g

The knowledge and discernment of historical concepts and the cépac-
ity for their. definition consequently do not develop under the influagce of -
mass comsunications in general, At the samé time this capacity is i
close correlation with reading® correlation: 0,56/.

! in summary, we can state’that reading plays a special role in the
permanent acquisition of knowledge after school-leaving, While in the case

. of age groups that had left school the degree of efficiency of cultural im- .

pulsés influencing them generally decreases in going from factual know-
ledge to abstraction, a precisely opposite trend is pbsexvable in reading ac-,
cording to our measurements. Therefore, if culture after school-leaving is
to be sucdessful in every. sphere, its strategy must take this particular im-
‘portance of reading into consideration. o :

[ w
.

- -
S . .

u
ADDITIONAL STATEMENT
" . .
~ . A lot of .stgns calls attention to the fact that the situation for
" .analyzing historical works became jast ripe in our days. Earlier approaches
iniled to succeed. Historians and educators regard such wWorks as watered '
tustory textbooks: meh of letters regard them as coloured literary textbooks.
- There 1s a claim, therefore, for a new approach from a sociological point. .
of view. It must be made clear fhat these weorks not “only effect the reading
process, but have a role in soci'AH\zug processes as well. They mean
stepping-stones that may be excegdied. It is questionable if they are « non-
fiction on btelletristic works? Look‘lpg' at their fungtion, the dilemma is false.
This -type of reading is in fact a primordial germ cell, where each compo-
nent can still be found. When its traditional form, the romantic historical nov-
el made iy appearance the writer was still a master of the "whole nation.
He was telling tales, teaching, educating. H& told light stories, gave exact
kriowledge, taught thinkung. The unity split but, much later.: Readings perform
al thrue activities at pnce, therefore. I suggebt tHat the term *primordial .
germ cell” as belter than "bridge™. Thus \(ve.gof‘dloger to the functional role

of this type of reading. A characteristic fact that 'peopfe. being “asked’ *

3\ . about thewr favourite r:eadingsa generdlly name tworks of that- sort, We rfiust,

\ therefore, thorougfully investigate® that life-long experience. Ihwas a Hungar-
. ian historian who called attrntion to the fact-that the by and’ 1

( v tustorical. fate of East Eur'opean‘ nations h! created similar natidgal- histori-

)

. +tal literature. The experience - of historical }fate. affects -not oniy the creation,
poro@ but the reception of work as well. The ‘mdst favourite reading of Hungarian
L 7 wchildren is the story of the siege of a fortréss. Ouestions of life and death -
emerse, science stopping the Turkish invasidn was existential for the o

. . Magyars. ow completely different a world is depicted in Mark Twain's The

Prince and the  Pauper! Obviously, therg is no lfe and death in question,

* but some social problems. -Investication ofshistorical works can give all of

us new and valuable points of view. .

—
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=y_.. THE BOOK IN THE PROCESS OF THE .
POPULARIZATION OF SCIENCE ~ - '

. \ -

.
. . - ox
N

Owing to t,hé great iniporiance' of the problematique the fra}newqu_c of

' our expounding must be determined,

- . Moo,
~ 1 regard the popularization of both knowledge and sciences as an ex-
tensive social task and perspactive. 1 shall discuss the phenomena and facts
-which corroborate the justification of popular science books, non-fiction
within reading. I shall leagye the highly qualified specialists and intellectuals
. -out of consideration since E{mokﬂ are their indispensable working tools,

Essentially | have made use of data provided by puhuéfﬁﬁra\rie's.
The elucidation, theclear-cut definition of certain concepts is indispensable
. to the mutual exchange of opinions., . t.. - o
In the first place the defihition of the concept of pJpularization must
be attempted at: for the time being there is no comptehensive study in Poland
on the elucidation of the process of the popularization of science. Seemingly
still we know very little about popularization,® though-we are convige@d: of its
necessity, The essentidl elements of the mechanisni of popularization have
not been elucidated, the social framework within'which the popular science
books function have not taken shape yet, ‘the stiring or - impeding factors of
the interest in the "book of science" and the "book of work” have not been
analyzed, . : PR YL - :

. In most cases p arizing activities are not carried out on the ba-
. sis of regularities, elaborated in the course of investigations, but according
to personal experiences and individyal convictions,
. As far as | am concernad, l-regard populafization ashthe extensive
process of the social objectivization of science, Popularization is a complex
of various operations and otganizational'measures directed at somebody who
may not be determined unanimously, Namely.the addressee is the geographi-
cally scattered and socially heterdgenvus population the individual members.
«  of which have different cultural skills dnd are at different levals of the read-
. ing of literary texts, The necessity'of the differentiation of popularization
and the propagatich of general khowledge follow from this. In recent years
the opinion ‘a-c’:cording'!tg which popularization is necessary for scientific
workers as well is frequently expressed, . . .
: S R s .
The distancd between knowledge acquired by spe#ialists and moge :
working in different scientific fields is growing, hence it is. unconditionally
' Recessary to carry.out popujarization and the propagation. of general know-
ledge at several levels: i,e, at scientific, higher medium andibasic level,
Given the book as the tqgl it is necessary to operate with different literary

’ ¢ » B4
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. Also the definition of the popular science book may raise difficulties.
* Results achieved in the field of science reach the cirgles of society in sev-
eral ways and most various, forms, . 2y

v As objécxs,*(hey join in the work, professional activities, home
lifé and cultural value system of man in material form, They may appear in
the form of simple formulas, they may be the results of scientific research’
which may influence human intellect, Science is a contest with reality, it

< means iearning to kneéw the world, Such cognition may concern any field of
macro- dhd microcogmos. N

A - .
1-should like to introduce the term "non-fiction". Namely, it was '
found ia the course of our studies that great differences exist in the intensity’
of various types of works that the separation of "non-fiction" seeried an ab-
- solute necessity., This category is extremely wide, it embraces the great
- variety of most various books /informative and encyclopedic publications, = ..
- popular treatises on philosophy, sociel sciénce works, naturfl science pub-
licatipns, reportages, memoirs etc./. They are works of different values at
different levels of complexity. The enumerated works arouse various kinds
of interests 'and reactions orf the part of the readers, The category "non- -
. fiction" is controversial from the point of view of classification since it is
too general and all-embracing and its boundaries are not quite clearly out-
lined, Still we adcept’ this term in our research for the.works belonging
here are unified by a certgin common feature: generally these works refer to.
something other than belles-lettres, the groups of their adherent$ are organiz-
ed on different bqsic pringiples. ' . T

. A number of publications treat the role played by science, 1t is often *
talked of as an objective force independent of our individual intentiows, which

affects life, while other regard it as human-will gutting life in motion, ,
changing-thegnvironment and infiuencing the: development of man and society, ‘\\

- Th& scientific and tchnical revolution is a chance for us, however, ¥
at the same time a threat, a hope ang.danger as well, Today it is not our
task any more to cAll attention to this ambivalence., Science must be taken’
down from its high piedestal and it must reach the great masses of the people,
To put it more exactly, we are interested in the implementation of this pro- '
cess through the intermediary of the book, Censequently, we must examine
the factors which hinder or promote the effectiveness of this pracess. When
we examine the popylarization of science and within this the role played by
“the book, it is worth calling attention to some features, more exactly to take
stock of existing contradictiong and~probléms. The first one i's the speciali-
zation of scientific disciplines in high degree, The language of sciapce isa
specialized language understood only by 'a few, mathematical methods which
are frequently used, the formulas are difficult to under;stand, thé problem-
atique does not give rise to associations in the experience of the réteivers,
Hence it is obvious that interest in popular s ce books of high standard is .
‘hard to arouse. . \ ) : .
Many pecple have antipathy to the "intervention" of science in human
life, A favourable social environment mist bg ensure% to lgt popdlarization
be meaninaful and effective. Environment is shaved by cogdifion. learning,
education and training Prof.Bogdan, Suchodolski’s view of this problem %
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»  ence.the circulation of works of "nonefiction", >

« 20 percent of new acquisitions, Consequently there is a great dispropqrtion
between the "non-fiction" collections and the use of them, The efforts made
.and the costs involved are incomparably greater than results obtained, Hence
more attention should be paid to factors of PSychoe«social nature which influ-

- Works of "non-fiction" are usually read by people with higher qual.
ifications who take an active part in the reception of cultural values. Ex-

level whose sets of cultural habits are mo.re\?eagre_g

According to surveys conducted a féw years ago 13 percent of city
dwellers and 4 percent of villagers read scientific and popular science
books. Today, ‘however, the proportion of young readers in villages is al-
ready 17 percent. :

Works of "non-fiction" indicate much more distinctly the stratifica-
tion of the public than fiction, The educational level ofthose people who read
non-fiction is four times higher than that of readers of fiction,e . Q

. . R

The results of former studies show that for the Strata with th\e . A
lowest qualifications [unskilled workers/ 'tgi book does nbt constitute a .
functional instrument of adaptation and speci lization, At the same time inter-
est in educational Héerature shows a Somewhat rising tendency. Thotigh the
number of readers o literary texts is higher, the number of readers of non-
fiction grows mork r idly. . . : .

o ’

.

: Among the institutions and media which concentrate on the propaga-
tion of general knowledge the book is not for minor importance, ' v
l Finally the manifestations of readers’ interests must be touched
upon: we are unable to define the stylistic properties or the elements of the
Structure of works of non-fiction, i,e. .which could be a guarantee for at-
tracting readers’ “interest and the proper understanding of the content, In
some ¢ases the methods applied to the examination of belles-lettres might be
used in the evaluation of the reception of popular science books as well,
Provided that the necessary seléction and eventual modifications are ensured,

- A few years ago we qnaly’ze//d the reception of non-fict’:lgn -according :
to types of libraries and the aspects of readers’! interests, Primarily we = . @
wanted, to study the process of the propagation of general knowledge through °
the mediation of publications in the field of the stience of literature, philos~
ophy and the science of reli ions. We analyzed the use of handbooks, the re-
¢+ ception of works of memoir hature and reportages, Attempts at the ‘acquisition
of knowledge probably lagibehind the need-for,action-packed, dynamic stories.
in the case of these types of texts, The decision of the reader to read a num- .
ber of biographies, memojrs and reportages is due to the same motivation ay/\
interest in belles-lettres. -

Y . - v
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v, - Rllowing: #We feel inclined to suppose that sifice people create science
qutskly, they simultaneously directly and in a natural way obey-its require
. ments, But it is not so.' Science is to some éxtent an “unnatural” form of
. : - .,human existence because it appeals to simple, direct, intuition-prompted and

' fiot thought-over human reactions' to the surrounding world, *however, it re-
uires man’ s effort, criticism, concentration and investive spirit in res ch
cience'requires special discipline of the mind and special discipline of char-~

acter, and in this respect it opposes many natural inclinations of ,the human
li_fe." . . . - - .

.

t Reading is a spegific form of partigipation in culturé, a creative act,

o pleterreception, un@erstandlng and procesging of the text, In order to widen
S . the social range of‘popular science b}mks, qua’lified.recepti.on‘ at the appro-
N priate level must.be created.. O
"The receivers 'are formed above all by the school, The resdarch re- ]
vealed that a man with elementary education understands-only an insignjficant<
-part of a given content, only some fragments of the text,
v Here a-similarly significant question, the stylistic problematique of
the texts of popular sctence works comes up. So far this problem has not
been analyzed at the appropriate leével,

- Reading is that type of cultyral behaviour which leads to the very .
. strong stratification of sqcigty. The reading public is the minority of society, .
. the readers are more re ive to cultural ‘influence than the audience of oth-
. er mass media, This stratum is much more active in other spheres of cultural
and social life as well, Hence there is no sign of the obsolescence of books,
The social scope of the book grows at a specific, slow rate and changes in

Con _the same manner ag the intensity of reading habits and the trend of choicdof
“ reading matter. .

The evaluation of the effectiveness of the propagdation of cultural ~
values points to the disproportion between efforts made and the results-a- >
chieved, This proportion is noticeable in the under-utilizatiom of the collec-
tions of Polish public libraries. ) . ’ N

. Non-fiction plays an important role in the collections of libraries, it
: constitutes about 32 percent of the complete stocks, The number of non-fiction
, ®hooks borrowed increases constantly, from 8 percent in 1960 to 17 percent
- oL iw1972. The pracess was almost identical in urban and-rural libraries,
However, the data do not ‘testify uneguivocally to the interest in sci-
- entific literature, However, it may be con:f{%ned that the use of the collec-

tfons of non~fiction is still unsatisfactory.

. Gur studies revealed that 10 percent of adult readers in small-town
' libraries regularly borrowed non-fiction, In rural libraries an averagé of
'50 percent qf the non-fiction books remained uaread, In significant industrial
centres where fundamental changes occurred in the social structure and eco-
nomtc life about 40 percent of the collections was non-fiction, In rural libra-
rigs this proportion was 43 percent, howéver, readers did not use these
baoks at all or borrowed them once a year. 1n urban libraries this part of the
» collection circulates more.lively, though there'is very little interest in abouy

'
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In

v

my p(Jper I deal with the role of the popular _scientific litera-

ture as reveajed |n the process of science populanzatian. Above all 1 am
interested in the éxtont of the phenomenon. invesuuation ol creating bpoks
becomes only ppsaible after having determined the eénhgral characteristics
of popularization such. | must’ emphasize three (actqrs:

. .

-

-*There| 15 a Jrowing gap between professional li!ernture‘as read

.

In

by experts”and th ' scientific culture of the society;
In our days the ty' 18 much more ecarer to receive scie
ay /%99‘-‘-“)' < A scien

tific information; ”

‘The book 1s a specilic megns ol Information ih science popu-

larzotion; its actual effect depends both on the readers' prepa-
ration and the- styhstic value of the works in question. .
Polish libraries some 30 percepnts of the total holdings Je

non-??duon. Lendmg';ru!e 15 about 17 percents. 40 of new popular scientilic
Books” are not all asked for, or at best orie such work is borrowed annu-
ally. In a new industrial centre however, 40 percents of the new non-fic-
‘tion are dasked for. Thus, use may be highly difterent, Popular scientifl¢
books have a stronger .strata creating ellect on the public than fiction
readings; among Ainquirers ‘of that kind, therelore, there are greater differ-
ences an cultural level. The role of popular science has not yet explored
in professjonal eatension- triyning. Our investiations show that those, reading
popular science @enerally atttun f(aster development than those redding ex-

southt,

a

clusively liction, N
. .

Redders' intereéts difler in the various types ol .popular sgience.
The most Irequented type is the so-called boundary litératyre, meaning mem-
orres, :bloerap)ues. autobiograptues, ett. Second  in importance 1s the advisory
litgrature, the "Do 1t yourself" sertes. General ‘works are among the least

The main orientation of” ou.r research is as [(ollows: analyzing sci-
entitic needs: a stylistic survey of the works; possibilities of increasing the
effect exerciseéd upon the reader. ) "

- '
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ON USE OF NON-FIGTION IN THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES . |
OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC ) |

-
v

s ' ?
N - . "c .." . ' . v . ¢
1. INTRODUCTION : .
1, . IR KN . o . :' v -+
* The facts and conclusions we want to represent are the partial results
of an inquiry which should disclose information on the ‘Kopulat{on"s demands
for literature and services in stdte public libraries, o
1 . : . . ’ ' . ‘. . N

The investigation of the demands for literature formed the basis, The.

' loaning of literature is the main purpose of users - whereas making available
and circulatitig the literature is the principal task of the library, Thereby it
specifically contributes to the sati fgcgion and ever ridher display of intel- .
lectual and cultural requirements, which are charact;; stic'of 'universally . °
-éducated and creative perscnalities in Sogialism, For ance more and .

- more people strivie to participm{e aqtively in the planning of socialist democ-'
facy, to master pHoduction by indgeasingly creative intellectual acti tyrand
to obtain high genqral-and specigliz® education°necessary fo# it and to - -*
broaden their knowledge continually. Wequirements for scientific insights in-

to the general laws of n e and society, for aeostl}ettc experiences and Fre-
"ative artistic activities, 'r3 al spare time pba.gling and entertainment are .
S

growing, All these requiremets manifest the ves in the library as dif- ~ .

ferentiated demdpds for literature-*By a planned and continuous acqhisition '
. 'policy the conditions are fulfilled in the publi¢ libraries in the GDR for

satisfying the diffe%entmted demahds for literature, An accurate analysis of

the demands for literature raised in the library and the actual Use of stocks . -

is by all means necessary for the acquisition of books and the improvement-of

the methods of information and the supply of books.in a more:convenient way _
to users,’ . : '

.

i Previous detailed.investigations had alﬁead}{tﬂed to draw users’ in-
terests and requirements from obje#ks and contents of ljterature, The pre-
sent investigation intended directly to find out thé demands that driginate
~under different conditions of learning; working and living of the people, by
inquiring about the purpose of use in connection with each loan..
. In the questionnaire including also personal data in addition §Q the. Lt
erecording of the title, various kinds of purposes of the use had bee&re-
con(cleaved. Its actual marking showed whether tlie borrowed book was '
needed; o o ‘ v .
. - = for meeting the'demand that had grown i mmediately from social - 7
. requirements, e,g. education, profession, or . ~ . j
- for meeting the demand that had risen more expressively from the . :
individual requirements of the people’s life and spare time planning/differ- .
ently motivated m&rests in regard to the voluntary improvement of know- :

. . ! o
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. N \ N
ledge, ‘the training of practical faculties and skllls; requirements for aes-
thétic experiences, entertainment and relaxation. ; :

. l-v The factual material obtained in this way. gave lnfo;:mnuon on the fol-
- lowing: . : ’
' = what social demand for {nformation of different’ quality is brought
.to the public libraries, Y . ettty ‘
v - what kind of literature is suited for meecting this demand, T
and

- what literature is used by the various groups of the population,

, In thig case those partial results will be in the centre of interest
that ¢haracterize the ugse of non-fiction in public librarie may lead to
conclusions for improving library work with individual gra of literature,

»

2. SURVEY OF LOANS AND DEMANDS FOR
LITERATURE BROUGHT TO PUBLIC Li-
s BRARIES

i

During the period of investigation the users borrowed 3 books per
head at the average. The proportion of non-fiction in the total loana
79,803/ amounted to 38,2 percent. Borrowed non-«fiction was composedv-o,*i'
the following groups: . .
. : ' . * Percentage
A Marxism-Leninism R ' ‘ ! . ,0
B Economy, economic sciences . 4,1\
C.Political sciences, jurisprudence and .
military sciencis '
D Htstory and contemporary history
E Philosphy, religion .
- F Psythology, pedagogics, educational
system
G Physical culture and sports, games
H Science of literature and linguistics . .
K Fine arts and aesthetics
L Geography and ethnology, records of travels
M Mathematics, cybernetics .
‘N Natural sciences
O Public health, medicine ‘ '
T Technology .
W Agriculture and forestry
‘X Housekeeping
Z Universal and general

VoL
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"This division corresponds to the main classes of the clagsification
system obligatory for the public libraries in the GDR, which unites the in-
dividual-titles into groups according to the'treated 'subject or the field of
sclence respectively. At the same time this structureapplies to the arrange-
ment of literature on the open‘access shelves, .

-
' 3

- For everybody Who kno;vs somethtn,g-'{zbout litérature it is obvious
‘that the shares of the individual classes of literature cannot be compared

-
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mechanica-.y, = ' R <. «
. Starung from the publishing trade, the librariés have at hand a $up-
\' ply that is very divergent in the individual groups with rega®d to extent gc-
' cording to subject and the expected demand of 'sqciety. -

u . ‘Wa may st;né that the group "Technology":has a prominent place in
. " the total process of use, it has pushed literature on "Geography and ethnol- *

ogy, and books of travels" to the second place as against former investiga-
tions, : ’

- >
4
<

The fact that already few gtoups of literature - T, Iy, N, K and-Dr-  ~
. form the essential part as regards the use of the total stock emphasize5 the v .
necessity of further inquiry so as to attain differentigted statements on the
' \ importance and function of the less used literature, too. _ e
» o B

“
'

Borrowed nogp-fiction served in general to satisfy different needs:
/1 need the book for: - -g

- . & i _Percentagé 4

- lessons in a school of general education :

- professional training . .. *

.- vocational school . :

= college \ . " .

= professional work o

- current professional information,

- social activity : . . .

- interest in the author { A

‘ v

o

-

'

. W e e e
T e

A

. * —
RN WL O

>

- -4nterest in the literature of the count’y ¥
' in question L

< interest in the subject ' T
- merely for reading .- o
,~ expert interest® R R o .o C
- practical wark /hobby/, ' ’

. s

- . e
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But thg lower proportion of non-fiction /36,7 p.c./ is used for purposes di-
. rectly rising from professional work or instruction. The: highet proportion
v . serves - as much as fiction - various naeds of personal life and spare time
. . Pplanning, in the first place the voluntary improvement of knovledge and skills
*in the most various fields, A spedcific task of public libraries is to supply the™ ,
. users.with suitable literature of different kinds. In this respect it differs . -
", from the other types of libraries since e.g, special libraries primarily sup-
‘ply a,limited clientele with specializéd non-fiction for the performance of
certain tasks, - , ° o B :

‘ e

* :
—_— . Nevartheless the share of"use for professional purposes and educa- -
7 tion seems to_be too low. These demands will definitely grow in the lohg run,

dependinig on the continually growing educational requirements id all profes- :
.sional fields and the enlargement of library stocks by appréptiate literature,

_ We have taken also the fact into consideratio_n that ﬁgofesstonavl'
oL people buy frequently used non-fidtion to a larger extent so as to have it?
: _constantly at their disposal, = -

_On'the contrary students depend more heavily on libraries / 49,3"1;er-
cent of all the users under survey/. - ' o,
¢ . .‘ . - . . P s
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: - It is;another question to what extent the demand for literature condi-
tioned by profession and education is met by other libraries of firms and
educational institutions, To answer'it, extensive investigations are neces-
sary/in cofinection with trade union and special librarieg, - ‘

2

v . R ’

3. ON. THE ABILITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL
. . GROUPS OF LITERATURE TO SATISFY
VARIOUS AIMS OF USE -
“ - I | N 7 . : Ay
Starting from the realization that literature in its totality serves to
meet every need, although in detail it satisfies manifold demands because of
its various contents, forms and kinds of representation, the investigation,
was aimed at gaining insight into the ways and possibilities of the effects of

literature, Are certain groups of literature specially suitable to meet gpecial
demands? | i .

[
a ' b

o Theé'numerical data of the use by individual groups of literature /Cf,

Table f of the supplement/ show that - disregarding a ?e?:r exceptions- all the N
+groups had been used for all purposes. From the point of view of frequency S
.the groups predominantly used for individual purposes, the total literature - °

can be classified into three complexes: .y

1. Literatyre that primarily meets problem-oriented demands” /pro-

fession and education/, Literature on the social sciences /A, B, E/ and

moreover the groups F, H and M belong here, -

2. Literature that meets both problem-~oriented and spare time de- .

mands. The groyps D, N, O, T and Z belong here. i .

3. Literature that primarily meets demands resulting from spare time )

occupation, in particular expert interest and needs for hobby purposes., The .

groups C, G, K, L, W and X belong here, .

. Each of these complexes comprises literature from different fields
‘of knowledge, Thereby the investigation proves that ofie must not conclude
from the subject treated, the contents of literature to its ability to meet
definite requirements, . - : “ :

. In addition to content, the subject treated, in many cases the quality
of representation e.g. easy style, the arrangemint of the subject or illus-
trations etc. affect the user’s decisien to borrow a.qertain book to satisfy .
his need, The lbrarian can also experience that as a.rule these forms of rep- -
resentation are mainly preferred which are generally comprehensible and . v

- popular-sdientific in the best s¢nse /without neglecting the, informational val-"' . .
ue/, and that there are tajor differences in the groups of users, any expert
in "his"” field is a layman in othér fields of knowledge at the same time, On
the other hand, other demands are made on literature needed for profession
and education as regards the way of representation; it must give the neces- ) v .
sary information to the "expert" as efficiently as ppssible, In this connection
also various aspects play a role » €.8. whether the representation is aimed
at future experts, permanent education; practice or the research worker,

Without having the intention to anticipate specialized investigation of
the reception and effect of literature /which will hdve to examine actual
titles as well as suppositions and conditions of individual reception/, the
results make possible an insight intAo the different uses of the individual
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groupé of lLiterature which is of importance for making available apd propa-
gating them, -

[he literature used primarily for spare time purposes, ve ifferent
as regards subjects, has it in common that it meet: the interests & eeds
of many people, Thus, the groups "Housekegping" and "Sports" incl¥e above
all easily accessible literature onapracticalaac&vities, e.g. instructions for
the cultivation of sports and games, guides to many questions of house-
keeping which we need not illdstrate by examples of the titles. In addition to

" this the literature on sports intludesa number of instructive repox%, pic--

torial news reportages of important sporting events and popular kinfls of

sports which attract a number of sports-fans, give information angd at the
same time entertain in like manner as fiction "merely for reading”.

Also the literature on fine arts, geography-and ethnology includes
a great number of titles which attract a large circle of users and meet the
numerous requirements to understand art, to gducate the readers and to let ™
them léarn things worth knowing from foreign tountries and ways.of living. .
ln .comparison to the use of this literature, characterized by rational spare
time planning, task-oriented usage essentially steps back, for which there
are also suitable information-oriented and objective worKs in the stocks

Similarly it is the case in the group of "Agriculture" and soctal
science literature on 'Political science, jurisprudence and military sci-
ences." The poor usage of agricultural literature for professional purposes
may’be accounted for the librariés in the sample - urban libraries. In the
cfl'ge of "hobby use" populdr titles on indoor and garden plants as well as \
action-oriented antmal and hunting stories included in in this group might be
relevant, Also with the litgrature on political -seiences, jurisprudence and
military sciences the predominant ysage for 'spare°’time purposes probably
applies t# a part of the titles assembled here, shown by the heavy demand on
criminal reports, b

. o

With primarily task-dpianted literature, used for profession and
education, it is obvious from the subject treated that the titles of the group
"athematics" are characterized by a firmly objective and abstrdct repre-.
sentation and therefore as a rule are of less concern for satisfying Spare
time interests. With the remaining groups the one-sidedness ‘of use for
task-oriented purpuses cannot be watisfactory, This especially applies to
the groups "Marxism-Leninism" and "Economy" . Provision for basic social
science literature for study in colleges and technical schools as well as *
schools of general and professional education plays an important role in
public libraries, Moreover it is used for "social activity” in a higher de-
gree, Thus it meets requirements for the discussions of ideological and po-
litical questions in collective bodies, e.g. in work-groups, pupils’ groups.
and thass organizations, in future investigations it must be found out
whether the relatively poor individual use of the soclal sciefice group can be

* accounted for by the following:

_ still insufficient propaganda or a lack of suitable titles generally
accessible in the library stock, :
- other sources of supply are resorted to, or . N
Zin the production of literature the elaboration of-generally compre-,
hensible instructive literature on the basic questions of sociéty is not suf-

. ficiently taken inte consideration.

-
'
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From the frequently used example of

1s especially obvious that strictly objective ré

umerous books on te cdl gpare time interests and
are widespread. Also the literature of history /contem-
porary history/ and natural sciences belong to this complex., The two groups
are heavily used for classroom instruction in history, physics, chemistry,
biology and for study at technical sc¢hoals and colle$es but also for spare
time reading "for interest in the field of knowledge™ or "interest in the sub-
Ject”, Therefore this-literature is important for the work

_ r the layman which is generally comprehen-
sible and serves the improvemeht of knowledge in the fields of natural sci-
ences and promotes the development ‘of firm historical consciousness,

w
[N

3

- 4. ON THE USE OF LITERATURFI;: By VARIOUS PROFESSIONAL
. . . [ .

GROU

Table 2 /Cf. supplement/ contaiit$ the numerical data:?/No conclu-

sions concerning the borrowing activity of ¢ooperative farmers, craftsmen

too low, Future investigations will treat expressly the cooperative farmers’
demands for literature./ The dominant groups of users are the following:-
pugils /35,8 pergent of all the loans of non-fiction/, workers and -employees
/26,5 percent/, students /12,1 percent/ and apprentices /9,8 percent/,
They are followed only by the group of pensioners /7,5 pertant/. It means
that the majority of non-fiction is borrowed by young people, pupils and stu-
dents and ‘workers. [{;’Q\e proportion of pensioners and housewives, on the
other hand, who needno task-oriented literature, is extremely high in bor=
rowing f:?ion. But also in all the other groups bbrrowing non-fiction takes
the lead 5 aghinst all other groups of literature which results in 61,8 per-
cent, thus dominating in the total, : ‘ .

In.principle all the groups of non-fiction are borrowed by all users?
groups, therefore there is-no fiéld of literature which satisfies solely the
demands of a pingle group of users, However, it can be observed that certain
groups of literature are predominantly borrowed by certain groups of users,

and "other" users could be drawn ‘since th%pproportion of these groups was

E Within the complex of primarily task-oriented literature /for education anéi

profession/ the propostion of the- following is the hi hesg:
A - studefits and apprentices. * ?
E . 1 intelligentsiasy- . -
M, H - students, intelligentsia, pupiks .o
F - - students, intelligentsia - . . : .
Withfn the complex of litarature used primarily for spare time oc-
cupations the ollowing have the highest proportion: .

o 3 . :
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" for spare time reéading young people are predominant ab followss’
T

. mand by nature is expressed by certain groups of population /pupils, students
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pupils, apprantices, i.e, young users
perisioners, 1.e. the oldest users :

. housewives, wo ' .. s, employees, pensioners
workers ‘Jamploye .. Fel and intelligentsia JX/
slightly ahead of the other groups. '

NXC-O

- .

m=

Within the complex of literature likewise task-driented and used

- - apprentices /task-oriented use/ and pupils
. /spare time use/ -
i /The proportion of pensioners is strikingly low/ J
E ‘- ‘pupils /The proportion of students is very low/’
N, D - . pupils, students /the proportion of apprentices is low/

Contrary to these results, the literature on medicine and public
health was mainly used by housewives and pensioners, Without doubt here it
is not the question of special literatyre but popular-science titles numgrous-
ly represented in this group, e.g. guidance in the healthy way of life, baby
care and nursing. The slightly outstanding use by apprentices /middle grade
medical* personnel to be/ on the contrary points to the necessity of suitable
‘special literature in public libraries. The supply of physicians, medical stu-

dents and research workers with special literature will be the task of special
libraries also in the future, : .

. . '
v

5. SUMMARY OF THE EVALUATION AND CONCLUSIONS

i . )

The mvestigation was not primarily aimed at finding out the extent
to which the individual groups of literature were used: It tried to determine
the literature suitable for satisfying the various kinds of literature needs.

The results confirm the fact that it is char,aéteristfc of public li-
braries to satisfy in principle all kinds of demands for literature and to be
confronted by all the classes of the population. o

. The results confirm that the diversity of literature demands may be
classified into two essentially different groups with regard to the purpose of
use: task-oriented demand and demand serving spare time occupation.

 Task-oriented demand is charatterized by the fact that the use of
literature by the individual is caused by external requirements-resulting from
education or profession. In turn the demand serving spare time occupation is
directed to liteMature and the library without .these imperative requirements
is independent of the individual in saciety, It arises directly from the differ-
ently motivated activities of the individual personality and its satisfaction *
improves general education to a large extent. : .

‘'~ The demand for literature arises outside the library: under the

working and living conditions of the people. In the first place the results in-
dicate that i} is essentially determined by the different conditions of profes-
sional work and the different kinds of education. Whereas task-oriented de-

or workers/, spare time demands in libraries characterize all the users,

» }r
-
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Consequently, the public library must concentrate its work on the
special demands of individual groups of users who as a rule can only be sat-
isfied by special literature on the one hand and on satisfying the demands ex-
pressed largely by all the users on the other. : '

The analysis of literature from the point of view of the satisfaction
of demads offers insights into the possibilities of efficacy which cannot be
" i+ drawn from the subject oriented arrangement of literature usual in public li-
braries. -

a s
b

: In principle the literature of all fields of knowledge sérves to satis-

fy all kinds of demands! Both fiction and non-fiction arg borrowéd for educa-

tional or professional purposes as well as for personally motivated reading
_belonging to spare time occupgtions. The subject treated by itself, the con-

tents are not sufficient for drawing conclusions concerning the ability of liter-

ature to satisfy definite requirements. Beside this factor it is the point of .

viéw of the form,of representation, and general comprehensibility that deter- -y

- mine the efficacy of literature, . . )

We have gutlined in detail the possibilityibﬁr arranging literature
according to the predominant use of different fields concerning the contents
for various purposes, Stdrting from the experience that for the acquisition
of knowledge and skills popular and generally accessible works are prédferred
as a rule with spare time reading, it may be concluded that broad masses are '
interested ip a whole series of fields of knowledge /e.g. geography, ethnology,
fine arts, public health/ because of the subjects treated, this literature is
borrowed to a large extent whether read for interest.in the subject or merely
for entertainment. Biographical literaturg or illustrated works on fine arts R
books of travels and illustrated books on animals are typical examples of the
fact that in'spare time reading also knowledge is improved, p

. The individual results demonstrate that systematic efforts are
needed to propagate the whole range of stock ossibilities; the popular works
on all the fields of knowledge and ghe strict[}r" special Literature alike, It may
be'expected that the proportion of task-oriented terature will increase in
. ¢ .the future, Many-:sidﬁ:l loans, which can be obseryed by now in particular by
pupils, students and the intelligentsia, confirm this assumption, The continu-
ously increasing demands for higher general education and also the progres-
sive proportion of creative and intellectual activity in the majority of profes- |- -
+sions will increase the necessity for library use. At the same time also the
spare time budget of the people will increase- with the planned improvement
of working and living conditions in general, the interests in rational spare
. time planning by including Iiterq,ture will grow,
- » More attention must be paiy to the ability of lterature for definite
purposes already in connection with t¥s supply, sd that the public library
could discharge this function appropriately. The arrangement and presentation -
of literature essentially by subject and contents have to be supplemented by
additional recommendations correspondjng to the kinds of demands, above all
e in conneqtion with information on literature, ’

The investigation gave some infofmation on the possibilities of the
efficacy of non-fiction with regard to satisfying different requirementg, The
inquiries mrust be Continued in more detail into especially important fields of ,
literature, e.g. the social sciences and into the demand of important individ-
ual groups of users, e,g.the workers, the apprentices and the cooperative
farmers. Y .
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- There. were a few, however, who tead those works as supplements to

-therefore they rather buy than borrow them.

DISCUSSION » .

-

Leader of discussion: KOLOVZIEISK.A, Jadwiga o

B

KOLODZIEISKA, Jadwiga . . )

Having finished with supplementary statements, 1 sugdest to set
thrée problems for discusalon:

).. The supply of libraries wlth ‘popular scientific literature, its
u:uuzauon in and out the library; its place occupied in the general structure;

2. Utilization of popular science in education and ln the satis-—
faction of interests other -than professionali

3. The procegsing of research orientations so lor completed.

AMARAS Istvén . S N
-

1 should like to put a question Efoncem.ing coueague Prblls pa~
per: In our days there ls much debate on hobby-type activities. ’@n the
ground of such activity mdtivations one can form varicus groups of readers.
Has there ever beén such a survey Iln the GDR?

ta question to colleague Adamiecs: I am much interested in the |
pmblem set in 'your . paper, the mqre so the literature Investigated in-
it is also good as a kind of transistory ading, and, besides, offers an
excelient opportunity for taste investigations. Dealing with the classification
of readers Hungarian researchers often put the question to the readers
whether they borrow biographical works with pleasure? The majority an >
swered In the negative, or, more precisely, in the affirmative with a corldi- =
tion: *l read them with pleasure ify they are different people from me." ’

belietristic fiction, ’I‘he question is made even more diflficult by ‘the fact
that the indeed véluable works .of memoire and biography. literature have
got an undgsirable competitor: the biographical work written in a trashy
manner. May | ask what: the situation is ih Poland? Is there any similar
competition? Ancther question: Is present<day literature of sociography read
by those who like blographies of contemporary personalities?

o
1 “ .

DOBRYNINA, Natalia’
~ ' N
Another question to the Palish colieagues: When meas ¢ de-
mands for popu.lar literature, did they investigate home libraries, too? Pre- |
sumably, this kind of literature is of great importance to its readers, and -
L}
NAGY Aftila : - : ’ X
I put a question to colieague Adamiecz: He wrote in his ‘Eaf;el"
that memoire literature invoked a sense for participation in the reader. Thé
Hungarian word also means an emotional sympathy, a, joint acting, I would
fike to janow if they investigated the quality of participation: is it indeed

y oo
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_reader may think that he is better Informed than are cthers?

‘WALIGQRA, Johanna

" on revealing "bed-chamber secrets”, though this

O . - A
a.sort of “taking part” or rather a mense of being initiated, when tHe A

. .
PR
‘. . .

SZENTIRMAI Lisz16 S

Let me ask from colleague Ankudowicz whether they
or not the reading ‘needs of highly qualified experts? Have m-';'v
that these people ‘salisfy their professiondl needs from the products of

popular 'sclenmlcxmeralure? In this cas reading of such bocks would mean

a regression, . s

[ A

- Our research did not deal in detalls with the hobby problem, We
could estabish, however, that within the field of popular scientific literature
had the largest turnover, because it 8ave practical aid to everyday activ-
itles. . . .

i
ADAMIECZ, Wikad /
4 . . . o
Socialisi publishing, theorstically, embarks or publishing highty
quallfied works, yet of course there are memoirs of inferior quality, too.

‘These are mostly works written for*some competition; Greatest is aroused -

by bibliographies of exceptionally great personalities, for instance those of
Chaplin or Churchill, We refrain from _publishing boq‘o that merely embark.
d s not without example,

either, ! cannot give exact figures abowut the inten ty_bl the sociojraphy of
reading, but as it appears, these works are becoming ever more popular,”
An answer to Attila Nagy: One. of the methods used in biographical novela

is that the reader is brought into a situstion where he feels himsolf being
the fellow author of the novel in question, T

ANKUDOWIGZ, Janusz '

‘%  As lar as private ui:s;-a.rles are concerned, we did not make any

ey

invéatigation. To colleague Szentirmai's question I answer: Highly qualified’

experts only read popular works dealing with the border-fields of their

special ling otherwise their ‘prolessional interests are also ?(hlgh level,
\ T ‘ [} o N . R .

PAPP Istvén . T

v

Where is the frontler between special and pepularizing literature? °

There are csises when both functions can be performed by one and the

same book, One cannot. classify such books, starting from their contents,

their writers’ ‘l\rlle‘nuaisa or from the publisher's expectations. We are in

need" of a flexihile system of categorization, thus the ambivalence of boo!

also might be taken ln}o cor;slderauon, in the course ™o research, .
»

1 - -

estigated .
experienced
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KAMARAS Istvan “ .

torks belonging-to wél c

Let me quote
labelled as .non-fiction yet

' lhe whole's being a work high terature,

the other®.a chart enroling the armies. There

de. Un the other hand, some¢

Which function does éoneq/gue

Iegow of -belletristic fiction also have/
the example given by War and Pegce.
&t has some details ¢om
Oon jone
e

.a popularizing function.
Of course it cannct be
/i which one can not guess
poge there 1s a map on
ch the book ‘from this ai
be read ?svbeUe!rlsﬁc.
i

N
' |

SIEK[ERSK], Stanislaw - ’ 7

4:
ading of historical worl . The
own. A plece of fiction, | arous~

educating force of~ historical books lIs well
lastically deplcting history, has-la greater “appeal,
wn froin snenlé:ewfcz'a

‘ing the reader's feelings, p
than a work of popular aclence.
. Polish history of the 16-17th cénturies is kno
R novels in Poland, not from historical textbooks. ,Similar :j the role [played
. * by memolres, Fiction affects the sentiments, It compels e reader /{o enter
* o the spirit of the book. The only problem is that yolng people some-
thmes can net: differentiate between history and adventur gtories. Researches
“2wne by Hungarlan colleagues nelp us to get acquaint, with othér nations’
attitude towards historical iiterature. oo

non-fiction also' can
Ankudowicz think of?

rLet- me have some words on the l:::

* ~

"
",

.~
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',  SIEKIERSKI, Stanislaw . 7
| ’ ° ’ ) 2 ‘A @ 1
- THE PLACE OF BELLES-LETTRES ‘ ?
. IN THE SYSTEM OF CULTURAL VALUES ‘ :

. —t
I v
R .

"Value" is a philosophical category which may be interpreted in
various ways, therefore, before embarking on my subject, I would like to .
define how I understand the meaning of this term and in what sense I intend
to use it in my article, : '
Value means to me the attitude adopted by.man to a certain phenom-
‘enon or object, consequently it is a subjective category which is at the same
time objective as well since-it is dependert on the properties of the object
or phenomenon in question. People ‘constantly evaluate everything they deal .
with from' the point of view of their needs and interests, Our attitude to the v
world is always of evaluating nature. o . "
The application of evaluating activity to reading means selection
among the various groups of works, We wish to determine the place of books,
- .in the system of cultural values with the help of this evaluating behaviour.
* Since different aspects of evaluation hold good of each social group, no

- -general evaluation effectjve at all times may be made.

Our empirical investigations wer'e aimed at seeking an answer to
the question whether values might, be prescribed within belles-lettres. The
definition of aesthetical values is generally an extremely many-sided and

* complicated task, The motives on the basis of which we are to judge must
be determined. May the depth of insight be regarded as the main criterion of
aesthetical value?

v N

Simultaneously the complicated problem of the sentiments and sen“»h
sitivity of the feader, the question of measurability come up. Sensitivity, of
aesthetical values is to a considerable extent dependent on the social condi-
tions /family, school, etc./ under which the individual-grew up, where he e
§ained his general intellectual, social experiences, Hence an ntire set of

actors, functioning in objective reality, shape the subjective orientation of
an individual, .- . ' .

’ ‘e ’ » -

In the opinion of the well-knovwn sociologist Chalasinski interest in
books depends on' the structire of personality which is in turn determined by
the social environment, ~ R T

.
-
»

+ ™ In'the course of social science research,>and within this in the rée-
search of reading, it may be often observed that individuals ‘dg not accept
generally recognized yajues. In the course of evaluation three situations mray
be differentiated: 1. There are objects and phenomena recognjzed and ac-

cepted as values, E.g. such is the evaluation of the life-work of Mickiewicz
within the Polish society. There is general interest in his works v‘(h»ich Aare

r : Cx - . - 161
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r ., ... regarded as vdlues. 2. There are objacts and phenomena known to b“g values *
" """but not accepted as such., E.g. the novel Ulysses by Joyce, which is're-
garded by professional and most cultured readers as'a basic value while it »
... ¢ 18 much less widespread among the reading public. 3, There are objects and - -
.~ phenomena the value oéwhich is perceived but fiot accepted, Valuable clag- g
sical works of world Iiteraturg belong here which are not accepted by read- . »
‘ s assvalues "of this world", . : ’

»

s "7 -1 ghall use the general statements enumerated above in describing S
' the results of empirical investigations in Poland, Our institute has under-. - .
taken the following investigations in recent years: _ . .,
1. Reading of Joung people in large enterprises of the Warsaw
. _conglomeration, o : I
» 2. Reading of rural youth - il

M o

: 3+ Novel ‘#nd reading, /Examination of the reception of two works$
with a strongly varied scale.of difficulty/. . s " o
4. Social frames of culture in a town with 20,000 thhabitants.

5. The consumption of culturdl goods /survey by the Central Sta- o
. tistical Office/. : o ’

-

) The result of investigations into the consumption of cult'ur;al_ goods
provided an opportunity for drawing conclusions which may be generalized
) more or less, S ot

g . ~ »

As compared to other mass media, the range of reading is quite
wide, though in spme cases it lags behind television and radio.

) For lack of some basic criteria, the results of investigations are
difficult to compare. The concepts of reading and reading man cannot be
determined unanimously. Psychological and statistical approaches are used
to define the concept of reading. The first one means whether the individual
qualifies himself as a reader, the second relates to the amount of works
read during a certain period of time, the unit being one year as usual.

. The following conclusions were drawn from the comparable results
- of the investigations, . :

It has been found accordingly that from among cultural media the e
press was ahead under urban conditions and the radio under rural conditions.
Television took the third place and the book the fourth place, however, its
fange of function was wider than that of the cinema though the examination

of the cultural habits revealed that cinema took precedence of the book in
many cases.

.

- -

The splreading of books is primarily depehd,ent on the level of educa- . -

- tion, the higher the level of the groups was, the more the book grew in im-
portance. o . -

LY a .
in our investigations we laid stress on belles-lettres above all.
Under Polish conditions the range of books corresponded to.the -range of
belles-lettrgs. The reading of books was clearly associated with the use of :
+ ~ other cultural media. Active readers were at the sime tive active listeners,

and television viewers, >
. N . . 1
We have observed also the phenomenon that the elements of culture
could not be reduced, in turn they were complimentary to one another.

\
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o ‘ ' The values attributed to mass media and the values characteristic of ,
. » . belles-lettres were complimentary to one another. ‘ *

.
-

The press and the radio discharged primarily an informative: furiction
informing above all about political and sports events while the radio was the .

'+ source of the music much liked by youth. The television played a role through
the spreagding of certain forms of behaviour and ideals and hence there was -
widespread idterest in its programs. - B

Theg,values attributed to belles-lettras may be -arranged in two , .
groups, The educational function comes first, the second is the presentation

of forms of behaviour, models and examples. Naturally, attempts dt the ac-
quisition of knowledge must not be understood in the strictest sense, The
reader perceives the world of bellas-lettres as reality and hardly goes ’
thoroughly into psychological problems.- The knowledge acquired .in thé course °
of reading belles-lettres deepens our knowledge of man: This lknowledge tan-
not be supplied By neither the family nor the school. The world depicted by
belles-lettres'is richer than the world perceivable by individuals, it is .
boundless in space and time, there is an opportunity for the presentation of
processes, the representation of historical and social events, This is'es- -
pecially important in the case of thosa strata who havé no.access to ‘scien-
tific and professional uteratnure owing to their unpreparedness and their .
education is meagre. . - .

ot
- :

@ ’ L .o : | .
In Poland historical novels have ever played, and are playing at -
present,’ an especially important role. They bring history closer td readers
and help create the national consciousness of thosa strata which have been
prevented from doing so until now, Experts all this process thé historiza-
tion of the peasantry as a class. For the Polish teader the novels of Sien-
kiewicz do not contain primarily data and facts but the atmosphere of a given
- age, the behaviour and ideals of pegple. ’ .

. . .One of the most important factor of belles-léttres is the ute'rary hero
capable of exerting dynamic influences, Human passions are concentrated in
him, he is the carrier of certain truths and efforts, the incarnation of truths
and demands, he'is the destructor of obsolete social structures, he defies
the wicked, the uhjust. From investigations-into readjng of the youth it is
obvious that it is.these ideals above all which the young people look for in -
works of belles-lettres, The young reader logks for an opportunity for his
own "heroism" asfell, In this regard no mass media take precedence of the
book. - ’ - ‘

Since the value judgment of a literary. work, as 1 have elpcidated it-at
the beginning of my paper, is strongly dependent on the social consciousness
of the reader, it hgppens often that the attributes values to a work which are
in contrast to values pergeived by the libraries or even by the author him-"
self. The'art of book recommendation must resolve this contradiction,

.. In a study on'the reception of two novels /One Hundred Devils by
Kraszewski and La Peste by Camus /it was found out that a very high propor-
tion of readers did not respond to the-modern novel using a complicated com-
municative system. In this case such conclusions may be formulated that a {
certain part of contemporary literature is effective only,in the case of nar-

. row socigl-strata but not in therwhole society, hence not all the values of a

.. work can make their influence felt, The estimation of works is often influ-

. enced by fashion or the interest of a social-grqup.
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* integration of social groups an{ national culture,

'

Without aiming at campleteness and perfection, fi.nally we should: like

tg draw some conglusions: !

-« in the age of the widespread use of television the extent of the ef-~
fect of the book depends gn:the extent to which the level of expresston'and
representatton develyps..

. = belles-lettrag do not carry values comparable to values represemed
by mass media, since tRrolgh the transmission of notions and ideals it in~
fluerices human psyche rly.

@ - mass media aré\primarily destined for the transmission of fresh in-
Jformation and they are alsg the indispensable elements+of leisure activities,

- under Polish conditions television mainly helps form the new modes )
of life especially in the rura} environment,

_- the realitivity of I grary values is highly helpful in the i.ntern.al

-
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'+’ PAPAZOVA, Krusimire - MITOV, Zdravko :

N .o P o
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' READING OF CONTEMFORARY ' a
R - BU LGARIAN BELLES LETTRES ' N L Y
. i . ! » . , , . . i + N .
.’ L s . )
. * ' Inour country a whole series of investigations have been con d _
s + and they were aimed at theweading of the various strata of the population an e

. their general interest in literature and within this bellegwlettres, But none -
. of these investigations wad aimed at the reading of the tontemporary worky
of national lterature and the readers’ interest in them. A
. . Exactly this is the atm of the prgsent sociplogical survey: we wanted
‘ to determine the relation of the readers in public librartes above fhe age of
15 to contemporary belles-lettres. 'The sutvey provides ample material far
the in-depth study of the effect of pew works of belles~lettres on the realiing .- _
clientele of libraries and through/this also’the cffect made on all the readers .
of the works may be evaludted. Fhe relation of the broad masges of readers ..
15 the m@st sensitive mattér in the evaluation of thelartistic value 6f new et
books. On tlre basis of. the*survey conclusions may be drawn concerning to .
. whgt extent-and how the authors of the works under|survey had ‘aécomplished ' *
their great gnd highly responsible tasks - the true,| faithful, emotional and
~artistic representatidg of the'many-sidedness of t ’s life and today’s man. e

-

>

£]

. The survey wa$“conducted only among thé;r ading clentele of libra- '

ries. Our considerations were the following; i . LS
| = Only librarig$'provide opporfunities for the observation of the read-
ers’ attitudes towards contemporag}; works and th¢ determipation of the! . -

degree of the effect of. one book or ahother, which jis rcflected in the fre- = - R
tquency of s. The reading,of the books bought by the citizens to supple~
ment their own-collectionsis very restricted. And basides, only the good .
8" works of well-known authors are bdught for:private libraricg, - BN o
-~ + = The readers in libraries are generally the most active Bulgarian .
* vreaders, These readers understand and appreciaté works of belleg-lettres o
on a high level. Libraries organize for them various, cvents - discussions of -
books, meetings of authors-and readers and reader confarcences Which may
promote the devalopment of their literary knowledge and aesthetical tastes, - J

- ' " 'During the survey our attention wag directed to such questions onthe+ *
~—=—-—hagtsof which-the readin dmmm.mmmﬂﬂemnﬁmgmﬂﬂl- e s
. as the dtfferentiation of the readdrs’ activity concerning individual literary .
genres and the readers’ thematical interest according to their occupation, "
agg and educational level, The effect made on readers by various information .
processes in the context of works to be read and prelimina®y information was e
especially important., . o * '
. In-the performange of the set tagks. observation was oyr basic method.
Observation extended to the reading of contemporary literary works, ° "
) M : i . v
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o, Every book the first edition of. which was published during the pre-
vious vear was the object>df obsérvation, On thie basig of the national bibliog-~
raphy the list gf the baoks to be observed was compiled. A special page was
placed in every book on the list in the possession of libraries. In consideration
of the requirements of the gurvey the page contained the following data: the\
data of issue, the occupation and age of the reader as well as sources pro-
“viding preliminary inféymation on ‘the book., : . _
. " Beéfore commenting on the results of the reading of contemporary
works of belles-lettres ih 1973, we think it practical to enumerate some
quantitative numerical data:’ - ‘ :

- The survey was conducted in 91 public libraries: 14 county, 40 °
town, 31'vitlage and 16 trade unjon libraries. ’

-.The observation exténded to 234 new books of which there were
17,758 «copies in the possession of these libraries,
p -¥,0,906 persons head read the books marked cut for the survey,

Y

e

" 1. READING OF NEW BELLES-LETTRES BROKEN DOWN BY
R L1ITERARY GENRES '

. ¢ ‘
The literary genres.accepted by the science of literature and other

j.n'v‘e\stigations - novels, short novels, short stories, poetry, dramas and
miscellaneous tt@\cﬂts - were used for the purposes of our survey.

-

Fhe p‘eréenté.g'e distribution of the read literature by genres was
the followings . Y .

1

Novels : 21,4 percent
Short novels 23,7 ="

-+ Short stories

Documentary

Memoirs

Biographies in novel form

Poetry °

Dramas .

Misaelh;neous works
. 1

The results achieted in connection with the reading of contemporary belles-
lettres corroborate the conclusions drawn by studies so far, as well as the
expert opinion of librarians according to which the proportion of the reading
ofs works of fictior*is significantly higher than that of poetry. More than 91

percent of the books beldhged to fiction while the proportion of poetry was
below 9 percent,, :

]

_ Arranging the enfinerated genres in four basic groups /i.e, fiction, -
documentary, poetry and drama/, the atfitndes.of readers to individual genres
widely differed. In reading artistic fictig;p'hgaded the list, it had a consider-
able advantage of the other genres, It comprised more than two thirds of the
circulation of contemporary works. Documentgry literature was the second on
the list, followed by poetry and drama.  ~ - :

¥
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Inasmuch we restrict our attention only to fiction and its three ver-
gions - novel, short novel and short story /novelett"es, sketches and essays
belong to the latter/ - and compare their use to the tftles published and ac-
quired by libraries, we can find out that the greatest importance is attrib- .
uted to the Rovel which takes precedencé of short novel and short story.
However, its advantage is not so clearcut as suggested by other investiga<:
tions, ' o ‘ o -
" ) . In the group of documentary literature the places of documentary

works and biographies in novel form are almost the same. The Geading of
memoirs is more restricted..Here the greatest interest may he observed in .
the reminiscences of outstanding personalities, while reminigscences of less
known persons are read less or not at all, P ’
. [ © . .
On the basis of the results and the conclusjons drawn we think that
novels, short novels -and short stories will be very popular among Bulgarian
‘ _readers for a long time to come. At tha Same time a certain increase in in-,
terest in documentary literature and poetry may be observed which indicates
a certain rise in the culture -of reading among the readers of libraries,

N
1
; ) -"
’

2. READING OF CONTEMPORARY B.ELI;)ES-LETTRES BROKEN

' ~

DOWN BY THE OCCUPATION OF REA ERS

1

. nﬁ .
The data of the reading of contemporary belles-lettres according to
the dccupation of readers in our next table are interesting, For this purpose
( we arranged the readers in ten categories which)coincide with the categorias -
A of the borrowers’ register, « I Y .

< Distribution of readers by occupatifm
2] ]

, - . 1
Engineers and technicians : 8 w0l
Physicians and health service workers
Agricultpral specialists
Specialists in exact sciences
Specialists in the humanities

N Oy
~ e e e

OUIN ~
QLML BN OVO
:

N

Workers 19,3 .ma

é}' Agricultural workers 2,7 ="
Students ' . - 30, Mo ,
Employees R 15,3 -"-
Other . . t 13, "

¢

a L )
v 3 3

) The survey showed that, gtudepts take the lead in the use of contem-
- ——-——-porary bélles-Tatires, they are_foIIS(Vé‘d‘?jzvé-workers, employees, the -

‘'other" category, engineers and techniciany, specialists in the humanities,
. physicians and health ‘service workers, agricultural workers, specialists
in the exact sciences and finally agricultural spe‘cialis,ts.‘«\ ‘
N . Y o R .
"+ The sociological studies carried out so far showed the intensive in~
terest in.reading in general as a feature of studems, primarily in reading
‘classical literary works which cémpletely corresponds to the facts, How-
ever, it was unknown how the students weréd disposed téwards the works of
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contemporary authors in dpmparisin-with the othier categories of readers.
I'he resuits of the present \survey. give us the right to state that students are
predominant in readirig contemporary:helles-lettres as. vell, They amount
nearly to one third of the users of conteémporary belles-lettres and exceed
the next category of . readers by 11 percent. The .students’ interest in con-
temporary works of fiction expresses‘their interest in new life, it shows’
that they are interested in the artistical representation of social contacts
established betWeen the people in our society sinc they are the members of
the same society themselves, They can understandkj.; position in society’
best\thro‘ugh contemporary fiction and they can dete e their behaviour,

too.\ T .

The proportion of wdrker readers is also significant, They amount = """
to nearly-one fifth of the readers of contemporary belles-lettres in libraries. . -
The cdtegory of engineers and technicians, the most actively creative cate- -

" gory which applies the results of technical-scientific development and directs
the activities of workers, stands fifth on the list, amounting to 6,8 percent.
‘However, it can be seen that together with the workers the proportion of
those involved in the production of industrial material goods amounts to more
than oné fourth of the readers /26,1 percent/, \ .

. _ The category\’:f employees and the "other" categciry stand third as
well as fourth. Primarily the readers’ liking for the rea ing of fiction is
characteristic of these two categories of books, too. Their constant interest
in reading may be accounted for by the fact that these categories do not per-
... _formgintellectual tasks beyond their working hours,

r

“.:_The interest of the specialists in the humanities in figtion is insignif-
icant, THey amount to 6 percent of the readers which doés not correspond to,
their educational level and their social position in society. 1t is difficult to
“decide whether they are too occupied or are not attracted by contemporary
belles-letres, However, it is a symptom to be explored.

At the same time an ifferesting and.wglcome fact was also explored
by the survey. Some growth tendency ma be observed in the agricultural
workers’ interest in contemporary belles-lettres. They are immediately
after the category of physicians and health’ service workers and take preced-
ence of the specialists in exact sciences and agricultural specialists. It

Bulgarian literary works
:villages are read by agricultural must
haps it is still too early to speak: about the
artistic interest of country workers, Howe
tive change may be observed, This follows

seems that the opinion,dccording to which nearly exclusively the classical
describing the life and manner of living of Bulgarian
be corrected in a certdin sense.

Per-
radical change in the literary and
ver, in some way or othér-a posi:
from the equalization of the rural

/ ,

and urban material possibilities; democratization, the development of the mass
.media in the dissemination of cultural values, the rise in the edu¢ational lev-
o ..eletc. All these factors lead to the rise in the general cultural level of the "
whole society including the peasants as well, A future survey of the position

of reading in the Bulgarian villages may give a positive account of this devel-
opment, :

The worrying attitqude of 'agricultural‘intellectuals towards reading
is not a new phenomenon. This may be seen in the context of the.reading of
new literary works, too, However, the place of the specialists.in exact sci-
ences who amount to only 2,4 percent of the readers and precede the category

N \
,
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of the ag;:'icultu’ral specialists /1,6 pt;rcént/ only by 0,8 percent is unac-
countable,

1 1

3. READING OF CONTEMPORARY BELLES-LETTRES
. ACCORDING TO THE AGE OF THE READERS

1

. The social activity of men is the determining factor onthe basis of
which we can draw conclug‘{ons concerning their interests in genera) and .
within this their interest in reading, Interests are pot static features, Under
the influence of various factors they undergo changes. Depending on the po-
sition occupied in the social sphere, the interests of groups of different age:
do not coincide. Generally, attitude towards work and responsibility in the
process of work and beyond this are expressed in interest, The dynamics of
general and readers’ interests are dfalectically in keeping with the dynamics
of the time of life. v

1 With these considerations in mind we examined the attitudes of
readers towards contemporary belles-lettres depending on the characteris-
tics of the different age-groups. For this purpose we arranged the readers
in fivesmajor groups: between the ages'14-18, 19-30, 31-50, 51-60 and
above 60. » . ‘

s

The distribution of the books read depending on the

Y, age of readers . °
y Age - k . ' Peréemage
D 14-18 v . 28,0
19-30 : 30,8
31-50 ° - : : 30,9
51-60 ' . v . 5,3
-above 60 . - . 5,0 '
“ A :

t
: - The survey showed the clear-cut lihes in, interest in reading ac-
cording to age. Readers between the ages 14-50 are at one &nd of the spec-
trum, they show a lively interest in’ayery new book by our authors, while
readers above 50 are at the other and of the spectrum where this type of in-

. terest is significantly less. In perdéenfile terms this proportion is the follow-

ing; 89,7:10,3. The fact that the proportion of readers under the age of 18
i$ 2,8 percent’lower than that of readers between 19-30, and 3150 is a4
worrying, On the basis of this-we must not jump tothe premature conclusion
that this age-category is more passive. This fact may be accounted for by

the following: this age coincides with the school-years characterized by the
intensive reading.of the literature connected with the studies as well as the
reading of the literary heritage. Moreover the activity of this age-group in
reading contemporary literature must be welcome. i o d

-

< , S 169

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: . . v




¢

Z.-READING OF NEW BELLES-LETTRES ACCORDING TO THE
»EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF READERS

n

"

A ‘
Our overall picture of reading will be more complete if we examine it
inA the light of the educational level of readers. Despite the fact that we col-
ected no data of the educational level, on the basis of the relationship be-
tween the educational level and occupation of readers, the borrowers’ regis-

ters in libraries and the age we regard the achieved results and conclusions
as correct. )

/‘;/R,eadmg of contemporary belles-lettres-in ﬁercénqlg
: t

erms, according to the educational level of readers

Educational level ' ‘Percentage

Higher and®vocational secondary>. ~ - 19,5
Secondary . . 35-40
Students © - 30,2

Primary . © - - - 10-15 ~

1

The results of the survey categorically favour reéaders with sécondary school
qualification who show the keenest interest in new books. The readers with
secondary school qualification constitute the most active group of readers in
libraries through L‘;‘le attitude of whom we, can draw conclysions concerning
the quality and attraction of every new book. Their relatively correct evalu-
ation is A significant link in the reading and reception of literary works since
their opinion plays no inferior.role in the personal contacts of readers.. Liter-

" .

. 'ary criticism lags behind and plays no leading role on reading. Readers are

outside the sphere &f literary criticism in consequence of|which criticism is
still unable to perform one of its roles - the propagation df literary works
and the active direction of reading. Criticism stiil only registers literary
phenomena, it is not the active and objective Jropagator o the works,
In consideration of its size the second group is formed by students,
i.e. the readers od the way towards secondary school qualification. Also
readers with higher qualifications show greater interest in contemporary lit-
_erature. Redders with primary qualification constitute the least stable-group
of the readers of belles-lettres still their proportion is not. low. ' "
J The analysis of the results of our syrvey enables us to draw con- .
clusions analogous to the conclusions of other surveys: the educational level -
ig an important factor in the reading of contemporary Bulgarian belles-lettres.
Interest grows concomitantly with the rise in the educational lgvel. 1t is most
interesting among those with secondary school qualification ani a certfin fall
may be observed among those with higher qualification. This result encour-
ages us td suppose that the ingtruction of literature at the secondary schools
and the whole aesthetical education of the young generation ought:to be raised
to a higher level. The future citizens must acquire comprehensive reading
culture already at school in order to let them establish a-correct system”of
-aesthetical and literary values, ) o '

v
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S.EREADING OF CON:QgMPOR Y BELLES-LETTRES
DEPE.NDING ON INFORMATION CHANNEL/S

' C . L4

In our survey we inlv'esti‘gated the effect of eight basic sources of in-
formation, spme of them in a complex way, Our idea formed of their effects
will ‘enabie us to draw contlusions concerning the propaganda activity of li-
braries and to plan méasures with'a view to their improvement, The classi-
fication of individual information sources in absolute and relative numbers is
the £o/llawing /the readers selacted the hooks to be read on the hasis of
these/:" -~ ., '

v

No. of readers Percentqge

" Information sources .
Open accéss . 20,733 50,7
Librarians - : 12,990 - 31,8
Eriends 3,056 7,5
Teachers 1,115 v 2,7
Exhibitions and shopwindows 999 / 2,4
Select bibliographies ‘ 744 1,8
Other sources, 739 1,8
Press, televisign, radio 530 1,3 .

The results of the survéy show that opem access eﬂstablished'as a
resylt of the democratization &f the services rendered for the readers /open

“ access system/ is of the greatest importance in the selection of the books to

he read, Its dominant character applies to all the genres, Its effect is most
pronounced in the case of bellgs-lettres and those genres.the conténts of
which allow of the quicker orientation of readers- short stories, poetry,
drama, short novels, Its importance is more restricted in other genres, es-
pecially in the.case of documentary literature, Depending on the types of li-
braries most works are selected on the basis of open access in county libra-
ries which’are followed by trade union, town and village libraries, This or-
der of:succession indicates the preparedness of thé readers in these libra-
ries as well. . !

The librarians a e second important channel through which the
readers in libraries, arerg%ntated./rheir effect’is much more extensive
since they influence readers through other library channels, too, The recom-
mendations by librarians influenced more readers in the case of documentary-
literature in percentile terms. The role of librarians is almost equal in dif- .. -
ferent types of libraries which shows that every reader needs them, Friends
play a more modest role in the selection of books among the readers in libra-

»

.- ries, Friends recommended more belles-lettres than documentary literature,
This information source is most dctive among the readers of trade uniomrt=

braries and most passive in county libraries. Also this fact hints at the level «
of the readers. ' ’

: Teachers, as the channel of the direction of reading, stand fourth,
unfortunately their result is rather poor. More is expected of them since also .
their possibilities are greater and school fulfills also the conditions neces-
sary for this. The character of books recommended by teachers shows that,

+ they were used on the occasion of anniversaries, quiz programs and similar

-

\
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. among the readers in libraries.

_er genres, too, primarily in documentary literature.
“in the level of readers, the many-sidedness of their demands, i.e. the widen -

programs, The effect of teachers is strong in village libraries and weaker
in other libraries. > .
"
The effect of exhibitions and shopwindows is ‘similarly restricted. -
Their effect is nearly the same in every genre, According to libraries, their
effect was stronger in town and county libraries ard weaker in trade union
and village libraries. : -

Select bibliographies together with "other information sources take
the preultimate place, Their modest effect indicate the poor training of a
part of librarians and the poor "bibliographical culture of the readers.’ More .
documentary literature was borrowed on the basis of select bibliographies.
This is so because publicatitns of documentary character are quickly in-
cluded in select bibliographias and thematical book list usually published

by county libraries for operative purposes on the occasion of anniversaries,
celebrations etc. : ..

Mass media - periodical publications, radio and&elevision - take .
the last place. We do not know whether the activity they ~display in this field
ig sufficient or not, good or bad, what works are included in it etc. But the

act that only 1,3 percent of new books were selected on the basis.of these
media exerting a tremendous mass influence on the other hand confirms that
they have not done enough or have not found the form most suitable to this

pu‘pose. ‘
6. CONCLUSIONS XND PROPOSALS

On the dasis of the present survey the following conclusions may be
drawn and the following proposals made: ~ o '
~ 1. Contemporary Bulgarian belles-lettres are in their proper place
2. Among the readers a pronounced interest in'literary genres -
novels, short novels, Short stories - may be observed and they will be liked
and respected for a long time to come, '
3. It was found that there is a growing tendency of interest in the oth-
giYhi.s indicates the rise

ing of their range of interest. Thére is reasonable ground to believe that
interest will keep on growing and deepening concomitantly with the rise in the
cultural level of the whole population. )

{., Among the works read contemporary books take the lead, They are
read by students and the manufacturers of material goods - workers and en-
gineers as well as technicians - alike,

ERIC
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5. The proportion of the books which are hardly read\{lat all is still
veryhigh., This fact shows that the producers of literary values ought to be
more demanding as for the quality of their works, they ought to create works
valuable from the artistic point of view for their readers. The publishers

AY

_ought to select the best of these works.

6. Those with secondary school qualificdtion are the most acﬁ\(g
readers of the works of contemporary Bulgarian writers. Since the secondary
school qualification is the basis of the reading of belles-lettres, the instruc-
tion of literature at the secondary schools must be improved.

7. The library information channels play an extremely important role

-

172 .

- 169




[-X-
N

- ) - 4
in’the selection of contemporary books since they provide preliminary infor-
mation for the readers and shape their interdst, Their effect will increase
together with the improvement of their quality, B

8. Mass media are not eir proper place as far as the information
- to be provided for readers in the sdlgction of new books is concerned, Their
work must be improved by finding the Wppropriate forms of the propagafion of
contemporary literary works and the information of the reading clientele on
these works,

* 9. In the interest of the direction of the reading of books, appropriate
from the ideologital and artistic point of view’ cooperation between the Bul-
garian Writers’ Association and the Bulgarian Critics’ Associatioh on the
Ohne ha¥id and cooperation among libraries on the other are needed, Libraries
are in need of the timely qualitative evaluation of literary products so that
they could provide objective and active information on new literary works ac-

" quired for the readers, This will raise the level of the work of libraries
which will promote the rise in the artistic-ideological taste of readers, .

.

o
"

ADDITIONAL STATENMENT

s MlTO‘V. Zdravko ' ' -

Our investigation started by an idea published in a weekly maga-
zine. Each year the magazine asks its readers to vote to the most suc-
cessful bock of the year. The so gained list ‘was put to the readers’ dis-
posal, So tar ‘we knew only about the success of books read in the libra-

4 ries. Cooperating with the publishers, we can gain information {rom a wider
spectrum.’ In cur work we proceeded from the book towards the reader. We
are analyzing the book read and the opinions of the borrowers. We Limit
our investigations to the (lirst publications, because the readers answered
with their juvenile experiences when confronted with the question: " Which

,bock did you like the best"? '

3
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PORTRAITS OF YOUNG READERS FROM THE
ERVIN SZABO MUNICIPAL LIBRARY ‘OF BUDAPEST

A

-

, The municipal library network with a past of already 60 years has
investigated the nature and the mgthods of the development of literary taste.
These works :f'e interrelated and both the prewar ones and those following

them examined/primarily the manifestations of interest and the changes in the -

choice of bookls. They tried to offer reasons for, and to determine the rela-
. tionships between them on the basis of these data or from the point of view
revealed by questionnaires. T

-

Investigations and talks with readers during recenj.years warned

us that deeper and fore intensive knowledge of literary tasterand the library

manifestation of the results of literature education were necessary. Also
the plan of the search of reader types was outlinegd.

1n the investigation of the relationship between literature apd the
reader we sought to proceed by the search of certain motives of needs -
habits - and effect’. It was not our aim psyc.‘bologically to,investigate the rg-
ception of a literary work but to explore the type marks and tendencies by
the comparison of the nature of choice, thé motives of expectatioris, certain
influences and reading habits. ) . v

1n our work we have mixed methods of several kinds.: Wekhav'ei" '
sketched the porgraits of readers on the basis of two interviews using ques-
tionnaires, a booklist and the observation of reading matter for half a year.
- Between the interviews there was a time lag of about two months. The first..
one surveyed the history of the reader’s library attendance, books read
duririg the last month with the exception of thosg borrowed from the library,
the method of the individual choice of reading matter, talks about the read-
er’s reading matter, book acquisitions from other sources and demographi-
cal data. /Some other questiong were also touched upon, however, we could
use them only partly¥% so they are not enumerated here. /Concomitantly an
.- alphabetical list of 120 books was compiled. The combination of old, modern,
valuable and vaTaale d5-7Tectire titerature-was-propartional.

The second interview was partly to control, partly to deepen the
first one, It surveyed certain manifestations of needs, features of taste and
the effects of bo‘c‘)ks and it dealt with reading habits, too, in sufficient detail,

.1t also inquired @fter the date of the beginning of reading.

During this half-year perio& évery borrowed book was recorded,

‘“_in the portrait, however, titles are cited only as examples, by way of il-

stration,, theywhole amount of titles together with those contained in the -
list. was convérted with the help of a key 'of conversion according to the
date of the writing of the work /old literature - contemporary literature/
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and its value as well, ’,

X

. The numerical data obtained in this way as well as the i.'n,formatiqnp
gained on the basis of the responses in the questionnaires were Summarized
f . on the basis of a determined sketch and ,u,seg to form the reader portraits,
Material was collected for the portraits of 15-60 readers from the
given age group chosen at random in 15 libraries belonging to the municipal .
network, 322 portraits will be summayized and the features by types on the-
basis of some main data will be evaluated, . '
48 percent of the sample was female while 52 percent was male, The
distribution by occupétion and age was the following: .

secs: schopl Jindustrial university unskilled skilled - other workers

student ™ dpprentice student worker worker
4% 5%  12%  0,5%  12% 16,5%
14-16 17-18 19-20 21-22 23-24 ) - '
28 % 38%. 16 % 10% >~ 8%

. v

% N ‘- .
In the processing of the material demographical breakdown within the
individual types was neglected because it could have caused fragmentization,

Also EfnS Gondos™ referred to the fact that interest is more change-
able in younger days and also the experiences gained in the course of our
survey showed that there were,innumerable possibilities of variation beside
the fundamental direction. It must be emphasized thdt we have observed un-

' settled tastes and a_number of uncertainties in expressing one’s opinion a-
- mong*young people, “mainly under the age of 19, Thése reasons moved us to
search for thé essential direction of interest instead of the great*variety of
variants, For this reason these types manifest themselves in remarkable ~
tendencies observable in reading culture, which imply also the directions of

development,
In the light of the numerical data the following five types were formed: .

- A./ Those persons belong to this group who regard reading as mere
killing ttme. They expect of literature éxclusively to amuse them. In this )
sense amugement is regarded not only as psychological motivation but also a
sole aim, Accordingly they have a liking for stories full of surprise turns,
Their favourite literary genre is the novel - in which only the plot absorbs
their attention -, théy need hardly any other literary genre, if at all, They
read the end in advance and if it seems boring, they skip certain parts or
stop.reading, Thesé demands they make on books and the effects ‘of the book

..on Yhem-alike-show that they do not regard literature as grt and are unwilling
to make efforts to understand it, /At most up to the level of logiéal play in
the case of crime stories, though it is far removed from the sphere of artistic
reception. / . S : n .

‘In this outline this group is rather homogenous, though there are nat--
urally, more or less deviations here, too., Numerical data conceal individual
characteristics, on their light the general "symptom" which corroborates the

¢ T
+ Ernd Gondos: lzléstipusok a magyar olvassék kérében, / Types of taste

ﬂ among Hungarian readers/. = Valésdg, 1972, no. 7. '
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former may be seen. 31. percent of them read also.pophlar.sciehc-e"works
. fréquently which shows that in their case primarily the evaluation of fiction
and not of the role of reading is a great trouble. This part of the type may be
* mobilized most ay.d supposedly approach the next type. The distribution of the
group is the following: 73 percent female and 28 percent male,” Characteris-
tically while 66 percént of all the, readers is under the age of 19, in this
~ group their proportion is 75 percent;:Reaching the awkward age and the
,+. * gttraction of adventure stories. algg account for it, To have a look at the edu-
i cational level is more suggestive - it'may be concluded from the proportion
of occupations. Industrial apprentices have finished their primary studies - .
as is shown by the distribution by age - and an extremely problematical part -
. . of this form of education are the human studies, with literature included.’
Accuracy was tested by the question which sought to measure the coiﬁ- N
cidence as well as difference “between data gained from questionnaires and
borrowed books. We may suppose that deviations spring from errors in.ex- . .
“pressing one’s opinion and also the readér’s wish to find favour in the libra-
: rian’s sight may play a part. In comparing the data of the five groups a mixed
- picture is obtained but the deviatioris shown by type A may be regarded as ex-
. . cessive. Though the portrait does not reveal the reasons for deviation, the

data indicating the coincidence corfirm that our data are accurate at a rough
guess., . . . . .

‘., Also the gxtent of book acquisitions outside the library is connected

with the needs and consequently it varies by types. The little extent of use of

other sources is characterjstic of all the groups. The great extent is 9 per--

. cent in type A, which is low in comparison to the other categories. The pro-

portion of crime stories is very high, that of other fiction and poetry is low,

in comparison to other types the proportion of popular sc¢ience and profession-
alkliterature is high and this is in conformity with. the before-mentioned infor-

_ ‘'mation needs. 3 ercent goes to other libraries, hence this can hardly be re-
_parded as a possibility of book acquisition. We may think of purchase - 40 per-
cent of the group are workers - but the responses to the questionnaires in-
dicate borrowing from friends by far the greater part. N

We have sought for interrelationship between the beginning of reading
and the date of the beginning of library attendance and the level of reading. -
- Taking into consideration the higher proportion of those under the.age of 18
and those who began to read during the upper classes or later, at the comple-
. tion of the primary school, the matter in question is.not long library atténd-
S ance neither in spité of the high proportion of the frequentation of children’s
, libraries, /However, we must definitely ascribe g role to the library in the
A, vegularness of reading./ ‘
PESU - -In the manner -of the-choice bf »readmg.mavttep-usever:al,possibilities.are
; indicated by the reader. In thig type mainly eventuality prevails, also search

by .authors is relatively rare and search by aesthetical aspects did not occur
atall, :

a

The group of questions enymerating demands expectations of literature
and-favourite literary genres contains a characteristic element of type
forming and it indicates whether the reader consequently differentiates or not
in liking valuable and valueless literature. The data indicate the decisive

dominance of naive expectations'- the book  should be humorous, a ldve-dtory,
a thriller, etc. o . -
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: In the regularity of reading habits only the fiost closed group /D/ has
exceeded the proportion of 80 percent - ngarly 80 percent is characteristic
of the whole sample inclusive of type A ag'well. This shows that the majority
of the persend under survey real?read all the time, It may be characteristic
of the age group that a few. of them read several books at the same time, /1t °
was more frequently hinted at only by those who read on a higher level, In

- this-case this may be brought into connection with age, too,

In borrowing the proportion of old literaturg is the lowest in the
group, however, in donsideration of vglues the situation is just the reverse,
Lecture /less valuable fiction/ and crime stories constitute the‘greater part
of'the reading matter, This naturally influences the proportion of all the
books but-also here the romantical novels and historical thrillers read in
children’s libraries result in the dominance of old literature. . '

B./ The main characteristic of this type h\v;‘s“th@t.both the responses
and the reading matter reflected cultural needs. The  yoing people belonging
here regarded the acquisition of knowledge as thelmain function of Lit ature,
Also their proportion in reading popular science fteratur s the high&st ~
/50 percent/. The highest pfoportion of them /19gsdrctit/ goes to other l-
braries and also it is they who stand first as regular readers after having -
learned to read. Only 2 percent shaws deviation between the books read and
the responses given to the questionnaire, Also the number of those who read
everything through is ahead of all the categories., 93 percent goes to libra-
ries regularly. These data indicate deliberate e_fforts to get information,

ladividual portraits give evidence of frequent interests in documents

-and factual fnformation, choice of bogks by ‘subjects and authors and the con-

stderation of aesthetical aspects. The psychological motives of this type of .
need belong to the subject area of the psychology of ,reading. It {s a fact that
the extensive spreading of docuthentary literature,. the addition of,the prag-
matic method to the stock of literary means and this reception need are inter-
related. A contribution to what has been said above is the lower level of in-

terest in poetry and theatre as \veﬁl.
N 7

. - \ v
C./ The redders in whose’ group the occurrence of deliberate needs
was of a lesser extent but there were more valuable works among their read-
ing-mattér-than in group A were included in a transitiohhry type. The choice
is smot'planned and deliberate but mostly a matter of me e chance, The de-
cisive majority of readers is under the age of 18, 48 pekrcent gaes to secon-
dary schools, Hence also the effect of the school on the ges in the read-
ing matter .may be observed. The proportion of valuable wyrks among borrow- <
red books is relatively high. Also required yeading may be found among them,
oiy plays a role in the c‘hoice during the
) A

. .
The &onsiderably lower proportion of naive expectations and the near-
ly equal le on the §pontaneity of the choice of books, the greater preference
[ theatre\and the high proportion of crime storieg also throw
light gn the ungettledndgss of the' members of the group- The pping of details
is reg;ced, there are more people-who read through everything, however,s -

. the ptoportion of those ig the highest who do not differentiate between valua-

ble and valuelesy works,

The prorpc;mon of childrén’ s Hbrary attendance s alsqfthe highest in-
thts group.” The number of thase who go to other libraries be lde the.district
o 0 » ¢ . ’ A -
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Librarvy ,'tf\é proportion of acquisition from other dources is high enough, and
..ere Lborrowing is meant again, congidering the high number of students /lack
of carned income/, . .

. - ¥

X >
B ;

fhe propor.non of thoé::" who prefer r:endi.ng on V)eekend‘s is insigpifie,
cant, copsideridg the whole sample, it may indicate occupation with study, , 0

D!/ The high lewel of the choice and reception ‘of literature is charac~\
teristic of this group, In addition to the-composition of the reading matter all i
the data peint to.it, Also‘in the course of the intervicws the libraries galned " «o%
experiences. of this kind and formulatéd them in the portraits, The evaluation "
of books, the delibetate choice "~ from aesthetical point 6f view,in high-pro-

" portion - apd concomitantly the insignificant incidence of degative phendmeng,
.~ the high proportion of preference of poetry ahd theatre amipng literary gentes

and the high proportion of reading all the literary genres are in°conformity '
with these statements set down i writing, : .

LY

4

.. .- Intype A the high proportion of this group in reading severa) books ’
simultaneously was inc?lcatcd. At the determination of pygliminary conditions
the opinion that the reading of a single book at a time wgs more possible for .
_it ensuyred abdorptidn in a book and more concentrated -reading came up. The e
numerical data seem to contradiet this opinion though the portralts do'not .
confirm the advantage or.drawback of either.vérsfon beyond any shadow of T
S’O.ubtﬁ .. J ’ .t : - ) ’

Type D is characterized by closed, literatire-centred interest. The ' :
proportion of every literary genre is high, thé poetry and drama may e Y.
emphasized, In the develgped staté the more adyanced age characteristic of '
the category and the cultural’level, foHowing from the distribution by occupa-

- tion /university students and others.intelligentsia/ play a decisive role, 2
s °  percentare young people who temporarily work as unskilled workers after .
L the final examination at the secdndary school. A .

E./ Those readers are included in this "open type"” in whose group
f attempts at amusement and the acquisition of knowledge together with the
high level of aesthétical-needs are Sfound alike, however, in the estimation
of values consciolusness plays a lesser wole than in the former growp,

. 60 percent of the category is under the age of 19, the proportion of '
setondry-school students, is high, Also this fact corroborates the role of
. age and the decisive effect of studies, Those who occupy office posts not
" requiring any professional knowledge after the final examination at the sec-
, ondary school are predominaat here. A high proportion of all the works read, . °
’ i.el, 98 percent contain old literature, the proportion of valuable works is
equal, hence they belong to classica Hungar{an and world literature, In bor-
rowing modern literature ranks in priprity here, too, the results are good
consid-%:‘\ng‘ values, too, e . h
. . M v . 5
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" .« The fralevirk of the preseht'study does not allow ¢
of :ers with full particulars, neither the accurate des.
. of the ly trea

¢ tiking of the portraits, ‘The latter subject is
. . % lection published two years ago which contains data related to
R tg}:ethe‘r with the presentation of the course and the aids of the .
RN e outlinés of t kt;g: the theoretical and practical conclusions b
whole work must wn {n s_hort. : o

Lo by the col= .
readers ty-
o After

\ et " .

. 1t laavnxt-ﬁ energy atd time-consuming work the precogdition of
which is based on the longer contact between librarian nn(lnt-he eader, ‘At
the same time it is its main strength and therefore it can be d r than the

-~ single interviews used in extensive public opinion research, Also its func-
. tion is different for the main aim of the library, .also in research, is to twy .
" to ¢ e the needs and tastes of readers conconiitantly with getting to know
- them, Therefore a great number of librarians are required by investigations
of this A number of difficulties are met which render more difficult r
’ ~hinder neading research which are more-complicated than

upon stical measurements. However, library pedago,
need foréthe

! er knowledge of individual readers and'th
types from time to tu(xﬁ. If thete are no elaborated resear«
ported by num .data, ‘then typology of a single kind re
practice f the itional work of the library Luﬂding oa the individual
'ubx;ark' characteristics” of the reader, e.g. 'beginnning reader”, -"new " -
reader”, etc, And the'dislectichl balance applies to this area, too, inas-
much as the advancement of readers’ edutation urgently necessitates ex- -
ploratory work and Yesearch has a fermentive effect ‘interpersonal con’
T tacts within the Uhrary, - LT N )

_The caitrélofport;"nitsﬁ;omdm'eto time 1s v&g‘:ng?mnd and the

.
@

most d to perform, This nu{ result in the observa the individual®y,
developmegt and the collection of the general experiences gained in taste
education, . N ; , ’
g utrext Be¢ause T%; tﬂ% qbovie:hxmﬁ_‘o:id obstacles th{.a eo:lzeld xgte be carried
. \ “extenst . . Ubrary examined how many peop zople under survey res .
- maihed resdgrs..From _cn?.}z‘ the 15 readers some off or just did not
. borrow g during the of the control, The reading matter of six

 people way recorded and some questions put concerning their parsonal
fle gf int :tg'. Instead of trying to generalize'on the basis of the cases @
of ' we refer to their development as readers in some

‘He belonged to the transitionary type as an industrial appren- .
tice is tod locksmith and finishes the fourth class of the secondary school
° ' for wor «'His field of int est has widened and he became more receptive

¢ to poetry he regards as lils-favourite literary genre, He reads literary
. periodicals re.gu.lu:lg.' He ses his reading matter from the aesthetical *
" point of viaw, | - » ) ,

Do B m
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. The boy who had gone to a secondary school became a medical student.
He ts interested invariably in science fiction and simultaneously natural sci~
ence. In view of fiction histaste has not developed. .
. bl 4
The university student who had interest extensively in fiction became
a political economist, he turned his attentions towards sociography, his field
of interest has grown narrow. ’ . -

A woman clerk who continued economic studies became a regular read-
er of poetry beside her mathematical interest. She takes part in the literary.
evenings of the library, moreover, she plays parts. s

In general, it may be ppinted out that the system of institutions By
fulfilling the personal and material conditions may contribute greatly to the
development of those who are attached.to the library and"whose taste may be ¢
moulded. ‘.anz of its keys or methods is the investigation described above,

. ‘ >

N v » - -

“ .

‘ ADDITIONAL STATEMENT

i Let mo say seme words abowt the difficultles of our work. First
of all, 1 ohould liko to hinf at the drawbacko of typitying. Grouping into
calogorloé C;}sen problomsa, both in tho cases of poroonalities and of booka.
Dotermining groupg moans ancthor difficulty, bocauso sovoral gimilaritico and
diooimilarities must be takon into conaideration. Wo rolled mainly on library
practice, who. educating readors ic being made through litorary (bollotrlnucx
works. “We debscribed the roadors® portraits on the basis of two quostlon-
npires, a lst ‘of books (tho pieasing books approved of had to be undor-
lined), and an .analyolo of half a year's roadingo. .

\
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STELMAKH, V. b. B o

-

STUDY OF THE R“ADING OF BELLES-LETTRES

~

v

Man’s aesthetical opinions form one of the most important parts of
the communist ideology. Together with social-economic and political convic-
tions as well as ethical norms they exert a tremendous influence on every
side of everyday activities and are connected with the object of independent
analysis. It is our task'to explore the contents of aesthetical opinions and
to perfeqt the purposeful influencing of their form.and method. @ .

LI . [ "

In the performance of this task the study of the reading of belles-
lettres plays the most important part which is connected with the general in-
terest shown in artistic reading matter. It is this sphere where the tremen-
-douis attractive force of the printed word manifests itself,’”

Masgs interest in a certain work of art is determined by social in-
fluence, it is of social character and shaped by the channels of propaganda,
Their strgngth is corroborated by the great rise in the interest in the works
adapted t 2 gcreen,

The gpectator gets from the film to the work for very different reas-
ong, But the good impression made by the film is by far not the absolute con-
dition for the interest in reading therwork in question, frequently the active
rejection of the film is the motive force: "1 dii not like the film, it is hotly
debatad anyway. 1 should like to be clear about it." /on the film entitled
"Anna Karenina"./ . ' o

*  The effect of the channels of propaganda is clearly observable in the
analysis of readers’ interest in the periods of the celebrations of anniver-
saries. E. g, S. Jeszenyin /!//his anniversary was celebrated in 1965/ oc-
cupied one of the first places in the investigation "Soviet Reader" as far as
his popularity is concerned. 30 percent of works reading belles-lettres
named him as their favourite poet, Not more than one and a half year before
our present investigation this proportion turned out to be 9 percent. At the
e time inter¢st showed in other poets remained stable. )

Let us quote another example of the factors influencing reading- the
ty of the works published in a novel newspaper /a cheap publication
of periddical character, the number of copies printed exceeds two million.
It'was Lenin’s ingenious thought to publish cheap novels\n the form of a
proletarian newspaper for the people./ In the investigatjon, the works pub-
lished in novel newspapers were the mostly read books in swmall to .
At the same time it was not confirmed that the structure of?tives
in reading is primarily shaped by the centralized influencing of the ¥eaders?’
selection. According to the data of the overwhelming majority of investiga-
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lions the motive "recommended by my friends, acquaintancesg, colleagues, eee" ™
stands first in this structure. But this contradiction’is only seemtng from our S
point of view. Even if the motive of "recommendation" were the only reason

for selecting a work, the supposition that it hides some internal\motivation is -,
justified: the group of people with whom we strive to have intercdurse day by -

day corresponds regularly to our actual valile orientations, norms and atti-.

tudes. This small group appears as only the retranslator .of. sq¢ial informa- .
tion, at the same time it gives individual colour to it and rises ifs effective- ‘
ness, too. . ’ :

-

1t must be added that reference to others’ opinions and advices is most
often accompanied by the assertion of one’s own interest in the literary genre
and the subject of the work: "My fried said this is a good adventure story and
as for me 1 like adventure stories.” ‘ R

: v ! ° Ta

From the point of view of selecting the reading matter the genre- o
thematicgl characteristic of the work is the s cond most important miotive for,
the majority of readers, If we examine the mo?hve-é in turning to the most ‘
various works /historical novels, dectective stories, science fiction and wanr
novels, the blographies of famous people /, the same two groups i,e. the re-
commendations and the genre-thematical characteristics of the works remain
unchanged despite all the differences of the literary material in any case, Le ,
There is a definite leading idea in reading-which is indepefdent of the charac~ | s
teristics of the original work. As may be seen, itisa rather universal phe~
nomenon, in principle it is characteristic of the reading clientele the way to

the selection of the reading matter from the point of view of its genre-themat-,
ical cliaracteristics, .o : .

v

. s b } .

. In the study "Book and reading in the life of small towns" historical
and revolutionary novels, short novels, short stories, works on the Great
Patriotic War and detective stories took the lead. "These amounted to half of
all the books named in the process of Study, : C

What caf account for such high concentration of readers’ inclina-
tions all the more so since it has not been-observed at all so far? It may be
supposed that mostly historical novels, .books on wars and detectivesstories

correspond to the fixed system of readers’, expectation, We shall elucidate
this idea. T s T

o ‘ 2
, For many people the cognitiv;a function of literature is of great sig-
hificance. The relation to artistic reading matter, as a universal soupce-

ing tnformation on the ideological moral’etc. problems of the past, the present
and the future, is v8ry characteristic. A similar tendency may.be observed
in the evaluation of books on other subjects as well, but in its entirety it is
apparent only in reading historical works where it achieves lasting success.
Interest in books on the Great Patriotic War does not slaeken with
the passing of years. There are a gumber of facts which favour this. Some
people understand reading matter comnected with the ¥ar on the basis of their
own experiences. Others look for examples incarnating moral power, Others -
again are absorbed by the sharpness of conflicts, the tension of the plot and
the dramatic character of the situatien. ' o ! .

[y

The fact.that works on war clearly represent the ideological-moral
function of Soviet literature sefves as a unifying moment. Human migsion and
! :
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, responsibility, heroism and cowardness, faithfulness and treason - the
- whole artistic literature is devoted to these problems., These are egpecially
c'learli: emphasized by war fiction since at the front so great stress is laid
--upon t,

. And finally, the detective story that has been the invincible best-

' geller for many a generation, [n recent years contempt for the whole literary
School took root, At the same time the indisputable success of detective sto- -
ries shows that readers need them. Literature on crimes and the hunt for-
criminals similarly tackles social problems but the complete problematique is
expressed in a highly action-packed form, [t Tequires the solution of logical
problems-of the reader and involves the imaginary modelling of situations -
all this makes detective Stories very amusing reading. Thérgfore it is un-

/ [

'Ne mugt mention two criteria which determine the attitude of the ma-
.ority of readers towards artistical literature. One is the complex of great _ .

lation to the sociﬁl}st réalit'y. .
g N . ..

Still another requirement may be formulated: the truth, the authen-
ticity of the work: "I like it foF it-treats real life."” This attitude to a istic
works has been created by the Soviet way of life and literature which pro-
pagates high moral values. Thus, the atféntion readers give to these sides
and genre-thematical features of the works is obvious, .

However, also the other side of the problem must be examined: in
‘Some cases readers’ interest in conténts gnd ideological disposition indicdte
defective demands.and one-sided approach to. diteratdre for these readers

are unable to understand the work in its'ideological-aesthetical ‘complex,

'ln If’we, regard under standing as the organic unity of thoughts and
S, we see alsd that a moment of.the reader’ s relation to books whijch*
ought ta be considered only too much is expressed most-poorly, The majority
distinguishes among works on the principle of "like-dislike”, motives are
either lacking or restricted to geheral truisms, the repetition of the contents
« and the summary of the foreword, Besides the' shortcomings of the book are
+analyzed more easily than, the values inherent in it, .

The evaluating element of understanding: the dependence of the rela- .

" tion to the book on only the subject and action without paying regard-to its

aesthetical values. A major feature of understanding is often lackings the -
mutual connection between the content and the form,

- At the same time these general observations do not reveal the charac-
teristics of the reader’s understanding and do not account for the regularities
-of the study of reading in different social strata, Neither the main §uesrion -
can be answered: what are the regularities behind the success of a work? In .

S : . 183
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' The system of a'esthe‘t_igal and social crife\xr'ia necessary for the per‘{i“, .
formance of this<ask is still fery poorly elaborated yet. Inasmuch literary-
artistic interest is organic?{y connected not only to the group and individual

+ characteristic of readers byf also to the specific features of a group of works
/intellectual content, genré-thematical, artistic characteristics/, the clas-

- sification of interest and lfferary material must rest on a general methodolog-
ical basis and examined in its unity. « ' .

~  Starting from the basic functions of artistic literature 'we may distin-
guish four units of this type formation of characteristics: 1,/ Charactetistics
of those works which primarily discharge educational informative function
and promote the lqg?wledge of soctety; 2./ Characteristics of those woplej -
o which primarily discharge emotional-compepsatory functions; 3./ Charatter-
istits of those works which discharge especially aesthetical functions; 4./

» Characteristics of those works which discharge the entertaining functions of

literature.

The thmoretical intricacy of the task is due to the fact that the struc-
ture of a worl of art is many-sided and cannot be traced back to the above-
mentioned units, The complete description of the work of together with

" thé emphasis on every indicator of the reader type is impo gible today. At
the same time the generalized approach proposed by ug is completely accept-~
able in connection with the teduction of the reader’s understanding and de-
pending on literary experience and the stage of aesthetical development read-
ers lay stress upon different sides of a work through the .stereotypy of their

- own comprehension, ‘

. E.g. the readers orientated towards the side promoting the knowledge . .
of society are inclined to see the layers of ideas, "opinions", social situa- ’
tions. They look.for aesthetical information on the sides of life unknown to

,% ’ kthem. /1 like begk$¥rom which 1 can learn something new, 1 can form a notion
of some people, the stoms and way of life./

* . ' « .
-~ : The readers who appreciate a work because of its emotional-compen-
satory characteristics they see mainly the source of their ,emotionalvexperf—
ences in it /"I uged to cry terribly while reading"/. The relation to naive-
realistic literatire may be often found when the reader does not distinguish
between the imaginary from the réal and regards the characters as living
pdople. . )
- The reader seeking entertainment is characterized by the attention
f)ee—pays to highly action-packed books, comical and amusing situation's.
P ‘ .
ly the aesthetically oriented reader can )comprehend the work in
the complex of its form and contentg.

-

We have discu(gsed only one possible way of the soclal-psychological >

+ classification of readers., Now this is the main and most complicated task
with which the everyday néeds of library workers are connected.

demograbhical and socialcharacteristics, sex, age, educational*level, the
content and character of work performed, et¢. But with the accumulation of
our knowledge and the increased complexity of needs this principle cannot

satisfy the specialists and practitioners of librarianship /though its advantage
is its relative accuracy’.

.
< ’
a

( “

Until now we have grouped readers above all according to objective
. |
184 . - |

\‘l‘ . - g
ERICS & - 178
{ -




. *
L A}
o ’

Al 5 . N . .

On the one hand-the significance of objective factors is changed. Thus
the beneficial effect of school qualification hardly gave risews scepticism in
Investigations related to art and‘belles-lett_res. At the same time the above-
mentioned data show that this factor is not "almighty" yet. When the charac-
teristics of the content of a work are in question, the differences are signif-
icant only in the extreme groups, i,e, those with primary and higher qualifi-
cations. In our opinion this is"the manifestation of the complicated phenomenon
of modernity, the definite independence of cultural groups which can be iden-
tified with social strata less and less, The e ualizatiop of the material and
cultural’ eonditions. of lifé, theincrease of ge eral#;'aining, the increase of 1
the level of informedness owing to the development mass medid, the know-
ledge of literature lead tg the cultural Integration of society, The man with

. higher qualification loses hig previ&g one-man leading role in artistic life,

] On the other hand differentiation of readers on the basis of social-
ﬁemographical characteristics.neglects those actual characteristics of read-. .
ing and readers’ interests which take on'an independent. meaning in the
direction of reading. Mafly research workers strive to sketch reader types
in the light of the content characteristics of reading, In the last analysis the -
estgblishment of ther typology of the readers of artistic literature will make
possible the more effactive realization of the aesthetical education of work-
“ers as the direct participants of artistic life, ‘
Besides, the présent extension and generality of interest in artistic

literature progress must manifest itself in the rise of the lével of reading

. Gulture, This is one of the central tasks of library work which is directly

terests, In addition to this also professi nal criticism will play a major part
since it is destined for the development ¢f the understanding of artistic values
in readers. Today the critic in every cguntry ratler registers literary events

.| and primarily speaks to the narrow cﬁ-cle of professionals and élite readers,
The reading masses are outside its sphere of influence, Besides, the possi-
bilities of today’ s critics are limitless, he may work+in the cayse of reading
culture by defining the essence of works of art through the press, thé radio
or the selevision, . o \ *

The library Mmust.participate in earnest in the shaping of readers’
Interests. At present, however, sometifies even the readers’ needs are not
satisfied. -

At the time of the investigation "Boo_k and reading in the life of small
towns" more than half of the readers were unable to ébtdin a work they agked -
for during the survey, Partly this is due to the fact that the number of cer-
tain bestsellers is low, But the refusgls of subject Tequests was also 40-50
percent /accord_ing ta the subject in question/, "This is connected with the
fact that many people are unable to look for what they want on their own, i,e.
‘the lack £f the librarian’s very important advice, A, .

-

- Literary-artistic interest and artistic taste is the personal, individual .
. characteristic of every man. But on the basis of the development of individualy
stastes the aesthetical tastes of society are accumulated, While we are davel-

EIKTC , . . | ® ’ | | .,,\_
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— o
. RECEIVING OF A CONTEMPORARY
HUNGARIAN SHORT STORY

A

v

1, OBJECTIVES AND METHODS OF RESEARCH

The international researdh carried out by the Centre for Library
Science and Methodology examined'the chances of short stories written by
\ . writers belpnging to the best of contemporary Hungarién literature, Ferenc
. Sdnta a stvdn Orkény. Both short stories desl with general human prob-
lems, where direct moments of the plot and the real meaning deviate to a
certain extent, .more so than with the maj ority of our everyday readings.
From amorg the'\gumerous and only relatively independent factors that deter-
mine acceptance the present research has emphasized but a few: .
a./ the place of the readers in the social division of labour, b./
their demographic characteristics, c./ their system of values, d./ their
i+ culturdl behavior, e./ effects of their national linguistic-cultural environ-
ment. Since researchis still going on /fact-finding abroad and the proces-
sing pf data in Hungary/, the topic#f our present investigation is the short
story of Sdnta /See Appendix/, and from among factors influencing receiving
 we deal with the role of social-demographic positien only.

AN

The examined persoﬁs represented certain straja of the members of
libraries as well as professional readers /"literary agents”/ as well, in
e the f711mg composition: N ;

Sign ' R " Qualifi- Num- *
. of the Employment ., . & Sex . - Age %ati on . Domicile yen
‘e group ; " —
A ' locksmith, turner male. 40-50 8 classes Budapes 1
‘ 8. locksmith, turner. male 50-30 8 classes Budapest 50
c’ textile worker . female 40-50 8 classes Budapest 100
D " gextile worker , female 20-30 8 classes Budapest 50
E agricult. worker male 8O- 1age 80
. : lisy female O;e“ 40. 50 8 classes vi.l ag
b3 secondary-school ~ male % : ses Budapest 100
gtudent L fex{al; 70% 16-17 10 clas p R
, G librarisns male . 1ty
) ] ‘“'1““13 700 35 sgﬁiverslty towns 50
4 " eritics male 40
- female 20% ‘24-40 iver?ity towns ‘
' o @
. v
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2, THE INTERPRETATION OF THE SHORT STORY FOR THE
AIMS OF RESEARCH

W ) : .

2 . - % .
' Our presupposition was that from among the three stories this one
wiil be the most confusing for the reader who expects a literary work to be
clear and to have an unambiguous moral and consistency,” Sdnta’s story is
namely enigmantic and lacks the explanation of the plot and refdrences to the
antecedents and outcomes of the dramatic situation. Moreoyer, it is the read-
er himself who has to draw the conclusions and the moral message from the

images of the story,

After the inti'&ductory part the dramatic situation is unfolded in four
units, The meaning is to be unravelled by the reader on two levels - a lexi-
cal one /objective-notional sphere as we call‘it/, and in a series of situa-
tional motives which are based on the former. Since the author uses rela-
tively few elements and & form of repetitions and variations.in both spheres,
the receiving of formal elements also belongs to the complete understanding,
thus also its analysis is needed. ' ce

The story is of a twofold symmetric inner structure, This is refer-
red to by the twice two persons and the structure of the plot: the two ques-
tionings of the twd shepherds and the surrounding objects /those of the
stepherds’ life and the instruments of power/, All fundamental oBjective-

. notional motifs appear with a schematic simpleness and a mythical accent,

The author deepens the twofold meaning of the situations, and though
it is always the a..ned men who begin all actions and determine the course of
events, the passive role of the shepherds, their silence and stubborn resist-
ance are a very essentidl factor here, :

: Thus, behind the aggressive, inhuman main part, the' second voice of
positive human behaviour that unfolds in the back-ground gets more and more
. definite, too, ’ .
According to our presupposition, the degree of receiving the mes£
sage of the story can be best measured by the understandings of this polarity,
the battle of positive and negative forces,

Another problem was to decide the extent to which the historic situa-
tion - not concrete, m%rely hinted at by the title "Nazis" - gets connected
with historic and ideologic notions, how the "unexplained stylization is com-
pleted with concrete interpretations?’ The author does not say whether the
shepherds really hide partisans or not, This question is answered by the
readers and groups of readers in different ways. Many readers answered
with the stereotypes provided by adventure films and historical novels, Oth-
ers interpret the short story not as one floating between reality and symbol-
ism, but as some "historical moral' or "parable of thejpast”,

—

Considering the viewpoints of calculation, we have compiled a stock
of key words consisting of 33 units on the basis of the above viewpoints of
analysis. The words were selected in order to help selection partly accord-
ing to the basic textual understanding, partly to thé supposed directions of

175 ' 187
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generalization. From among the words the reader had to choose first 11 con-
sidered as most characteristic, the next step was to choose further 3 ones

from these, The composition of%our key-word list with the connected view-
pointsv. ’ : ) S,
/}/a'/‘}obj‘ectlve-n‘ ftional sphere /the-basic dimensions
of the events without any generhlization on the level of lexical, syntagmatic
understanding/: armed men, old man, little boy, shepherds /characters/, * -
goat, dog, axe truncheen /objects and sufrounding/, questioning /basic situ- - ;¢ -

ation

- b/ the meaning of the situation /the unfolding of the plot,

the background content of actions/: resistance,.refusal, secrecy, defence- s
lessness /on the shepherds’ part/ - .
inhumanity, suspection, humiliation, terrorization /onthe Nazis’ part/
c},-misinterpretation of the situag/i.én,.‘ remote associ-
ations war, peasant misery, partisans, servitude /historical notions/,"
goodness /emotional factor/, mopping up, tyranny /concrete interpretations/
. : d/ the totality of meaning /vt’ll;e most critical notions that,re-
fer to the behaviour of the shepherds/ bravenes/, human deportment,, heroism
/positive notions/ submission, cowardness, subservience /negative notions/
. e/ formpation filmic, repetitions, paralells . ~
- M : ¢ ..
The interpretation of the short story, however, was not measured
with this stock of key words only,. opportunity was given to the reader to
‘verbalize himself what the story was‘about, i,e. what the author’s message
had been, This textual material - considering the disadvantage ofewritten .
composition - could be used partly as a control to our key-words, partly as |
a mirror of spontaneous’reactions, i.e. acceptance of the short story. '

great mental effort of the averagé reader, at the same time it is a good
opportunity to activate creative abilities and acceptance. This work cannot
only be misinterprgted in di.ffer%nt ways,-it can also be interpreted various-

& Thus, the écceptance of*ﬁxe bhort story "Nazis" is a task that re-
q s

1}’. ®\

. N

s From among-the eight groups the first five & ain,'siich strata of
readers which/meet short stories and modern literaturédgf this kind very
seldom. For many of them this was the first o&casion to meet Such writings.
Therefore it {s remarkable that neither of the groups did coﬂgcteiv.ely reject

Ry

Santa’s wopl. N .

! .
The é%tfferent sentences of the statements of approval®and.disapproval ,
were marked-by 5-4-3-2-1, thus the average marks of the groups could be’
calculated, just like the scatter diagram indicating the intensity of the con-
currence of opinions in wvaluation. i

« All the groups evaluated the story r_at@ér positi)rely than negatively,
and it was better evaluated by those with higher qualifications, and from
among workers men liked it more. Accordance was the greatest with official
literary agents /librarians and critics/ and the smallest with young wquers
and workingmen. Beside the determinative role of the place, occupied in the
social division of labour, we can feel also the effects of both age and sex. =,
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alder workers E elder peasants i

young workmen - F secondary-school students

elder workingwomen G 1librariana ,

young Workingwomen H aritice 4

Q>

Pig. 1
The most common among exﬁlanattons of approval and disapproval was
the message-centred. In these certain moments of the author’s message
Py comd up, i.e. the interpretation of the work, /e.g.'"Because it described the
struggje between the violence of power and the simple people”/. Similar in

. number are the éxplanations stressing accordance or the opposite, the
instructive character of the megsage and the truth of the story. The
second group reasoned by approval or disapproval of the way of formation,

-those who mentioned the emotional effect weré less in number. Be-.

. tween message-centred’and emotional.explanations there are intermediate
ones mentioning the characters in the story. In this case the readers were
connected with the message by their likes and dislik®s of the characters
personifying the author’ s message. A transition between message~centred

/ explanations and those that mentioned the way of formation is the group of a

¢ few who explained their approval with intelligibility, Also in this re-

+ spect the most deviating groups is that of the critics, where the ratio of ex-~
planations referring to the message and the way of formation is Teverse, The
important role of the truthfuiness of the story is remarkable with glder
workingwomen, similarly remarkable is the rather low numbef of explanations
referring to the method of artistic formation in the case of both groups of
workingwomen, and the surprisingly grgat propertion of the emotional effect

b in both prpfessional reader groups. This latter fact is especially gtriking,

s . atthe same time eagy to understand, if we consider that explanations "l was’
shocked™ or "It was.upsetting”, which indicate a cathartic effect, too, only
occur in case the message was solved and we may assume that this happened
most frequently in the two groups of professional readers. -

-
~ \
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The role of the two factors most strongly determinix{'g approval and dis~
approval was analyzed also by asking the questions Do you agree with the
- author’s message” and "What literary value do you attribute to this short
story". Both questions had to'be answered by underlining the answers con-
vertible into five marks, and also these answers had ta be explained, The
following diagram contains the average marks of approval, sesthetic .evalua-
tion and accordance with the message for the eight groups. ’

“ . " 4 ‘o ‘
A N ’/ T=~~{ approval
- AY - _ ’I / liking - o
- bl “"“up—" ----- "‘ J'~.;- ) o
? wl b / .| evaluation
7. - oo
wt+ | 4’_ .
/ bt N el RRILE dabi 1-- ~
. MT -
\ et / v
\ s ) - -
\ -
0o - ¢ [ t A Ff H "8 T »
A elder workers B _elder peasants S
B young workmen F ''secondarg-school students
C elder workingwomen G librarians
D critics

o

young workingwomen H

Fig, 2

) Accordance with the message was fairly great in all the groups, this
presumably contributed to the fact that the ghort story was accepted by the * .
¢ majority, On the basis of the average marks given by the eight groups the
. differences are minimal in respect to accordance with the message, and they
are maximum in approval, this refers to the fgct that beside the two factors,
approval is influenced by others as well, Opipions mostly differ in case of
approval, and less in the case of literary evaluation.

-

¢

On the basis of the acceptance of the short story "Nazis" first of
all the two professional reader groups can be divided off, the behaviour of
the group of young workingwomen was rather special, but also the groups of
otherwise similar behaviour differ in some aspects at least, '

4. INTERPRETATIONS

)

a

, . , N AN

. .What is it, after all, that has captured them, what do they reject,
what do they agree with, and to what texts do they react in the vay mentioned
above? This survey was doubtlessly the most exciting and, at the same time,
the most complicated task of our investigation.

ERI!
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As mentioned above, the first task in connection with 'tnterpxjetaﬁéﬁ S
was to.describe the "message" of the short story, The textual material.of,
5-15 lines given as an answer was analyzed from different points of view,
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plot on the two sides of the haracters/ is divided into two, the generalization

with a moral sense is also t o-directional and ethicall sharpehed, the stary

represents the oppressive, uble-meaning vibration o% the two, The mate- =,
+ * rial was divided into the foll wing groups: objective /T/ and iddal /1] as well
.ag ideal-objective between the two /10/, this latter containing certain histor.
lcal generalizations /e.g, fajcism, war, poor peasantry, etc,/. The two
latter groups can be placed id a positive-negative scalé of moral values, .
and can also be modelled, The ideal type of the model will be the definition
that to the questiofl “What was the story about" gjves a sign of the event that
had been told /T/ and its generalized meaning alike /I, 10/ and-as regards
" moral instruction, speaks.about the tension of the human’good /G/ and bad

A}
. -

The most concrete definitions were given by the groups of elder -
peasants-and young workingwomen, These groups provided 35 and 30 percent
of our relevant notional material, Naturally the experts are the most respon-
give to the message and general moral; ‘their description contain only 5 per-
cent of concrete dlements, Ideal notions - the results of‘the readers’ spon-
taneous activity - Yorm the highest percentage in the groups of professionals
[critics, librarian}/ and in that of young workers, - .

historical and social - is also characteristic of the choice of the groups:

. ‘elder peasants and young male workers connect the plot with the same learned
or head notions just like the students, probably under the influence of their
récent studies, ' . : , -

The positive and negatiye ideal notions have 5 formations of poS= -
sibility: exclisively J, exclusivgly E, G =E,G> E, Ei¢ G, It is the young

-age groups that evaluated the ‘events most gloomily, i,e. in their negative

Aspect, none of the young workers’ description thought the story "Nazis't

ended on a positive or rather positive note, The answers of Secondary- .o
school students are almost the ‘same in this t(espect. Thus, it seems that the .y "
positive or ngegative note of the story is less dependent on the reader’s posi-
tion, in the soeial division f labour than on age and experience. /Beside'thq °
demand of the young 'people for unanimity and romantic heroism, the valueof _
the behgviour model of "passive resistance” isnot observable, / -t

3 . LT ;
, © . "Cne of the most interest 8 lessons of the choice from 33 key words .
. was that irtespective of sociod. ographic position 6 words got*almost the .,
Same number of votes from various groups: defencelessnes s, humil-
lation, inhumanity, terror » armed men and little boy. The
> first four notions deserve Separate analysis since the latter simply fix the
plot, It refers to the relevaat terpretation of the story that with the excep- -
' tion of peasant readers d el Celessness ranked first in all the groups, “
This fact is remarkable because 'the word, refers to the positive characters %
of the story and by this word expressing suffering the readers manifest their
sympathy, It was'chosen mostly by students, librarians and critics. :

® - -
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The next three key words it Tact form one group /humiliation,
tertfor, inhumanity / and refer to the interpretation of the situation .
on r,t;e"{art of the armed men; 1f we consider these words as the synonylns  * .
of the samarthing /the actions of the armed/, the resyts of the analysis . = =
‘good-bad are seen again, the short gtory was experienced by the readers
as ?he presentation of Ewvil, -, " : o
oFES T s ® : .
__If the eight groups are compared omrthe basis of the.inost frequent tef ™
words,. we can find and register characteristic differences. In the two pro-
fessional groups the following two words referring to. form can be found:
. “ repetition and filmic, The appearahce of two key words of the type -
- "misinterpretation” is rémarkable, i.e. oltre dience apd subservi-~
ence. in a particularly pejorative sense, Ih groups A, C, D, E /with the
exception of yourig ‘male ~workers/ they.appear dmong the most important key-
Qords, professional readers attach less -importance to them, On the basis
of the comparison of the order of sequence of the most frequent 10 words
.-"given the highest average mark, it is first of all two professional reader
strata that can be separated from each gther, Tha other two similar groups’
were those of elder peasants and workingwomen, relatively, separated. from
all the other groups was also that of elder workers. . [ :

w
w -

Lo It would be tog rash to' draw ahy conclusions before the e&qmﬁl‘etiqm.qf
. the processing works, in particular if only the effeqt of:socicdempgraphic .
R . . pogition from among the factors was analyzed and. in the cage of on]sf one of ,

. the three test’ storieg. Nevertheless trusting that our results so faf pdint in

_the" directiorf of the whole aimed ‘aty some conclusioiis can be advanded:
. 1/ We hope to have succeeded in proving that the: gveryday word .
’ "apptroval" slmplifﬁes the complex recéiyving echanism only two factors of
. which we have stressed /aesthetic evalustion and accordgnce with the au- 4
- . thors messagef. Furthermore we hope it 1 clear from the above that the ac- ,
e e ceptarnice of a litekary work dpes‘not tel] mu abollf its receiving even if it |
% is approached from the basis’pf such a notion Aapproval,i.e, approval R
H without m}terpretat on, . K " o~ < r \* ‘
‘1 | 2/Even in the chse of one'story:we hope to-have illustrated the im- L
ortance of .,Be}m'-i‘glng;__td a group either choser /position in’the division of . L
‘llabour/ or determiped /$ex, age and social position of the Eqremﬁf; ioes
oclodémographic pdsitien in both acceptance and interpretation of a litenary
ork. #t the same time, by uncovering sdattering hididen byjaverage marks ,
: have also shoyed that there was: still ample space for otfer sexplanatory;
aktors, too, A ot . o 2 .

' 3/ Recommendation of books.and !\zeader ‘instruqtion"belon\g to the i~ _ !
rarians’ gctivijies and the role of recomtiendation is based on their role as -t
eadérs, We ¢ould have seen that the distance between,librarians and the dif-
srent groups was not thé same in all the cases, Librarians are ipnclined to _
se the nptions of the "-,\1eader" or "worker reader”, however, the librarian’s.. -

ey "reader receiver” opgrates similarly in the casd of certain strata of work~- *°
. ' “4rs and dissimilarly in the case of other's, Thorough self-knowledge is not
— nough-tg make this conscious, thorough'knbwledge of readers is necésgary", "

=7 ,100, " . i 2 v Le 5

- " "4/ The strength of connection -betveen approval and“interpret.a'ﬁiop R

'as well as the presence of the "outer world” /i.e. how historical ‘context s

can ificréade the chances of modern prose/ capbe proved by the results of a "

former investigation...The acceptance § this short story, more exagtly a*
version of it, was investigated among worker librarv readers, The alteration -
meant the ommission of one word only, sthe title, .Tne average mark of ap-
proval was 2,0 then and the proportjon of refusals 39 percent, In the present i
investigation a complete short story+was read by four g,r‘oups"\‘of workesrs,{ .

K N . op .
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.the averaga mank of approval ‘wag between 3,1 - 3,7 and the percentage of ST
. refusals 21.25.25.37 percent only, ése change followed from the author’s
message suggested by the title a
iences and information evoked by the title. Reason got a fixed point and imag-
inatign could "dregs up" absiract characters and congequently
take a firmer gtand in the struggle between Good and Evil, fascis

as the joinlhg-in of historical exper-

aders could

% B PO
. ) oo -

* s 7" ADDITIONAL STATEMENT —_ar . g
;' - . . . “; < o ) . » ° N
2. Kamaréds Istvan ) : ~ o :

in"tact” jnvootigating the roception 9f oophictidated modorn wérks. In oagh .
case modemn litorature, and lhe' Attitude i'owardallt, proved to ‘oe the real

. water-shed botween readern, Thio: research ig of ‘lntc\ tional character: the

-archiovoments, were? made possible by the holp ‘of Soliét, Buigarian and .
Pé‘l{}oh colloagues. Besidbo thg Eommon research work provides a lot of
mothodalogical ' exporiences, tgo. , . ® E .

Thore is 4 division of work among reading rescarch, Iiterary go-
ciclogy and &m sociclogy. In the library- sociclogical -and Socio-pgychalogical
invesigation we could not be irrespective of the author’s or thel work itseif
And this quection | calls upon my utero? Colleagues to speak; the paper
s prdsented by the two of us, . )

K & e
Fogarassy MikKkids o . R o
. - . 1

The cortert and the massage' of works surveyed ‘are genorally
considored as const and determinable (actors. We were trying to detect -
the immediato eifects| as cmerging @ the mgment of reception. “The magsage o
of the teated shorf dlory itself develaps in °a contradictory system of rela-
tions, its undorstanding and reception reqiire a rplatively high level of inel-
lectual ectivity and abatracting power., This activity wan surveyed by a two- “
fold methéd, We put the question: "What is this short story all about?™ Bor
“helping the answeor, we gavo, like a web stretched under some 4crobat, the |,
system - of clue Swords, and, besldes, we .created the possibility (pr a free N
and .Informai definition- of the information, 2 ~

The text Bnalynis was made in various sections and dimensions,
and later. on we intond ta complete. them with (urther survvys."Posstly we
shall gaip furthor valuable data about the motivation "of reception.

¢
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introducing a discussion, l}&me have some remarks. Classifichtion
of pleces of fiction is, if possible, more difficult than is the case of popilar
scientfic Works, the methodological uncertainty being much Breater. We o .
to agree in the exagt definitions of the terms we usc. The dialecticgd of the
relation between thé reader -and the work road ought also to deal with we
must define thd concegts of attitude and mentality. ) Y.
The extensjve phase of ourveys has come to an endi at
t .is. the socioclogical components of reading ‘that must be dealt

precent >
get to know the clfoct of the surroundings, the fam-

with, We must

ily arid the sghool.® The oignificance of interpersonal relations must
ve weighed, too. The Bulgerian statement makes ciear that people havln%
keendy than graduate pegople.

received intermediate education read more
¢ possible, that education alffects reading but up to ‘a certain 'level? The
connection between the ever growing leisure time and reading must not” be
noglocted, dither. At the same timo, we ought to find exact instruments to
ind out ‘the "{avourite” writors. Therg are pcople who, when confronted with
that question, answer ,in otereotypes, mentioning names wich are good man-
ners to know or to like, or perhaps they give that work which they read
last. We ought to find out, (urtheﬁnore, those effects, which are exercisod
the natitnal feelings by active reeding of fiction. Finally, the connection
between the reception and the verbal valustion of literary works must be

" explored, too.

KAMARAS Istvan )
' any data about the

© A question to colleague Mitov: Have you got
literary taste of people belonging to various social iaye
rate per cent? Another question:, How did you interpret
) - what is the dilference between reading noveis,

¢ reality, As for myseél,
ing means the turning away from reality;

after all, i

My question to colleague Steimakh concems the
I am not much afrald of the phenomenon when read-
might mean

rs, expresced at a
the genres? That is, ~

stories or tales?

interest towards

claim for

changing the reality. Stelmakh made

hints at certainlwrong books. | wonder

in the battle agalnst

books of low standard.

whether we could join forces

fiction, mentioned a claim for gaining knowledge and
- various forms of behaviour. What values has he
How can he fit into his system the following: enj
amusement. and the reader’s attitude towards ‘these?
furthey possibilities for the typifying of behaviour m

swer to the question:"How am_1 to live?”

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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My colleague Siekierski, having enrolled the mctives for reading

for aqualntance with
erlenced besides these?
ent, reiaxation, .pleasure,
as he dealt with the
ela? Where does he

"put in his system thpse -who read ‘“fiction with the clalm of finding an an-

’




FROHLICH, Lothar

: 1 should li{e to know frem colicanues Kamards and Fogdarasay if
‘ their regeoarch reaudts " could be used in Ubrary practice. How do *they work
togothor with cther partnors? After all, invosticalion of the effects of lltora- 1
ture 1o oqually inforesting for both educators and poychologiots. 1 agree
with Istvén kamards In the uttor importance of the function attributed to
liction. Besides its teaching and educating rcle 'as medium for giving Ideals,
ito ontertaining function is cqually 'important. The accthetic qualitios of liter-
aturc reflect those of tho reality,

. .
. v

B . +
. SZENTIRMAI Léazlé(/ ) .

. It we accept the manyfold charactor of literature in it offects and
. functions, then let me ack my Hungarian colieagues whothor they found or
not any kird. of escape offcct In. thoir rese . -

. . ' . ,
) : / , .
WALIGORA, Johanna .

R i3 clear from Stoimakh's work that the connection betwoon tho
conterts of roading end the reader must bo-found. The question of the
" typitying of readers Is of utmost Importance; and thig regards not only .-to
iction readers but to reoadors of popular sclentific and technical literature
as well. Border cases may not be negloctod, elther. A clarification of . the @
.question is importart because we would like to make use of our knowledge
whon gsugdesting books to the readers. .

. v NAGY Aiila -~ ! g - \
. L direct my question to colicague Siokiorski: Having spoken of tho
functicn of the TV and 'the wireless, he. defined TV as a mass mediun » e
conveying sots of information. What is his opinion' on programmes like the
“"Great Battlos"? The serios Is about the battles (o in the 2nd worid
War: it shows original documents and the commonts) of the survivors. One
¢ , may gay, the gerico made a catharsis effects; thd elfoct itself Vboing : *
clronger than that of feature films, due just to itsf docum value. . :
"Books aro nieans of the atrongest offect”. This definition aloc ,
necds pome clarification, science- there are some’ qu/foo not Iinsignificant
- . " social layers on which tho TV and the wirpless Have much greater impact.
Ao for quections concerning ‘te ology, 1 suggest that everybody
should make ciecar the terms .used iIn his or her gurvey. .

. ' ]

~ "
COCHINESCU, Nie ' .~ .
v “ Lamenul -
In Sartre's opinion, publishing a book In a socialist country, un-
lke to capitalist countrios, moans in Rsell sucgestion of the same book.
- Contrary to this, researchers have lo have come method for. qualfying a
book good or bad. Which method should f be? In a book's success an

®  important role is playod by the reviews and the public’s literary taste,

7

’ [ MITOV, Zdravko ° ) » . . .
Egtablishing the value of literary works is no “doubt ‘delicate prob-
* tem. To avoid subjectivicm, cne has to recline on literary critique, but, as
. oiten happens, critiqueos lag behind the pace of publishing, or do not con-
¢ tain Indeed vgluable sortences, instead of this linger on the,level of re-
\ vigws, and what is more they sometimes neglect certain books, Grat ofPall \
thcse of young authoro. : -~ .

[

. g : ' : ’ ‘ ~ 195

. . k8‘9 .
QO C ALY~ . c o
EMC . ¢ N \ . - \

B A 7o providad by ERIC




) v DOBRYNINA, Nati = .
Sartro 15 @ bit tho optimictic tn judging ococialist boalk pubux‘ahlng.
Umfortunatgly, thoro' aro many writors. who incroase tho catogory of "wrond'
. bopkno. TRoso writoro db* not, otart from social noods, they write inalnceoroiyi
«  thay. obsdrvo the initial otago of tho roadors’ intoroot, and thoy are trading
v upon d. < 2
e Tho Bulgarian celleaguo ip right in domanding objectivo criteria
IR <. lor book vatuation. R ’ , -
L Literary criticiam alasg has' lio numorous subjective- lactors, strength-
ened by the cqually subjgctive roadors’ and tﬁclo.loglslu' tasto, '
. Tho most objéetive tactor, it scoms, is tme itoclf, but it is hard
to use it because of its iong range procoms. Contonts - analysos of llterary
. wdrks, or analynos of thoir meosaglo can be of somo heip.

9
s

SIEKIERSKI, Staniilaw . “
. Anciher difficulty in- ovalusting works is caused, by thé differing g
torms used by scholars and amgtour roaders. Their oboervations also differ,
We cught to abandon the o far. used categories and find ancther hierarchy
of valuos, now [it fér defining the values of books, and the value claims to
be domanded, Readers react upon a giveh book according to their group
position. :

-

As for the TV's role: TV can give such values which cannct be
‘ensurcd by books, yet it does nol mecan a more essential effect to be at-
tributed to the former, Results of descriptive oxperiments differ from these

. . ‘o1 theorstical ones.
C . . ‘ . ] -
MITOV, Zdravko \
I ve got charts containing !he'ap.proprla!e data; ! shall place *

them at cofleague Komards's disposal. The terms of novel, ctory and tale
may be clarified by.a common terminoiogy. . 2

-,
»

KAMARAS Istvén -

. Colleague Dobrynina has helped me to answer comrade Cochines~
. : cu's question, We took thesc fpctory Into consideration, ainco the control T
. . group of our international surv conoists of reviewers. We do not forget, .
‘ : olther, that the sociclogist’s taste hos a role even when analyzing data. , )
Answering to colieague Frihlich, | may say that rosufls of the o

survey of receplion can very well be ulllized by, the theory of literature, . .
podagogy, and perhaps cven by mass media. .
Our research team coneists of. socioclogists, psychologists, reviewers,
3 litorary men. The role played by llterary advisers Is&equnuy important. There
“ are ags!hodchns. literary sociclogists, art soclologlsts, marketing expeorts and
pocio- psychologiats emong the follows of our resecarch team, We co- opérate
with cur partners in a pleasant, discussing atmosphere. . .
LY

t

DOBRYNINA, Natalla E. ‘ ) . -

R - ' .- ' - e
= Ao olaled by sovaral '&f uo, the lterary work has got throo bablc
functions, namely, the cognitive, tho ideclogical-ethical and tho aesthctical !
functions, From a methodological poirt of view, a sharp distinction would be
disadvantageous. The acsthetical function permeates the rest. This however
in vory hard to gauge. The co-dperative research of Bulgarian, Polish, So-
viet and Hungarian experis: offors a helping ‘hand in clearing up the prob-
lem, Howevor, a question arises: What reie does the languaga play in the
recoption 'of a lltorary work? The aesthetical effect of the text in the case
of a native language group highly differs from’ thg:.l of «a foreign ianguago -
3up. Tranglations, espocially rough translations, ough reflecting some
a

1

bthetic  value, lmit the possibility of reception. | think, a sifnilar common
soarch will heip in linding the best methods ensuring a reception throygh - *
various longuages byt at the ‘came iovel. *
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The conference stated that socialist library policy long-range plan-
ning and development, methodological guidance and library practice alike
could utilize the results of research into reading and library use done by li-
brary research institutes, moreover also the different institutions and organ-
izations of cultural policy and the dissemination of reading /school, publish-
ing, mass communications etc,/ could rely on them. ) . '

1. The participants of the confercence consider it important to make *
the exchange of information more regular, to extend it over research plans,
aids and even studies containing partial results as far as possible, .

-2, Tt is desirable to elaborate a factyal, informative study of the re~

'search institutes of reading, their major results and perspectives in every
socialist country before the end of 1975, The studies presenting the read- %
ing research done in socialist countries could be published in a.collection of
one of these countries undertook publishing but they could be published algo .
in the journalof IFLA starting in 1975, other international journals as well
as the library journals of socialist,countries, ' - :
’ 3. The participant3 of the conference recomniend paralldl investiga~
tions by mutyal, identical methods of the same subject in the following fields;,
a/ The reception of literary works . . -
. There is a possibility to join the present Bulgarian - Polish - Hunga-

~ rian-Soviet investigation of the reception of short stories, .
L. A well-known work of world literature translated into every language
could be investigated in this ray. . > T .

" . The secret of the success of the most popular literary works of the
70s and the characteristics of their reception could be investigated,
- b/ Research into children’s reading S

-

C . N
By way of preliminaty agreement the popularity and reception of some

~

childrénr s bookg known the world over could be studied intensively.,
E.g. Robinson Crusce by Defoe : e
- Winnie the Pooh by Milne o

Timur: and his groip by Gaydar

The littlé prince by Saint-Exupéry ’ .

as well as classical tales “, .

-, ¢/ It would be impartant to investigate the library profession from *

* the gociological and psychological, points of view: the exploration of the
motivational system of librarians, the choice of profession, the knowledge of

. .the subjective components of thie transmission of culture, . ' '

: d/ Tt would be interesting-and useful to analyze histbrical novels most
popular among teenagers, to study ‘their-effects. The aim of investigations -
carried-on in individual countries indefiendently and concomitantly - on the
basis of some harmonized impo t viewpoints - is to gather information on .
such works that may play a-vital role in becoming a reader and the formation ¢
of the view of history alike. On the'basis of the juxtaposed stu((lies the ana-

°

- .

.
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lytical “examination of common traits and national specialities would bg pos-
sible.

e/ The sociological research into the professional literature demands
of various soclal-occupational strata would render library work extremely
effective, ! 4

_ £/ The longitudinal sociological-monggraphic study of the libraries
and their social environments of similar settlements would be novel and rich
- in interesting experiences. 3 <

g/ Studies of the reception of works of fiction and their film versions
would yvield results useful at the national and international level alike,

4. In the more sucessful implementation of further research, the more
effective utilization of thelr conclusions, the development 'of socialist cooper-

« ation and in the interest of the comparability of results and methods of re-
search the first indispensable step is to pay more attention to the use of ter-
minotSgy on the part of the research workers. It would be the precondition
for the later* pdssible coordination of terminology that the research workers = *

~ always define concepts used by the research guestion.

3 5, The participants of the conference should urge their superior
authorities to organize the work-conference of libraries’engaged in reading .
research in social countries regularly:-the next ought to be held in 1976 or
1977 when the questions of the unification of terminology, reading by children
under 14 as-well as mutual researches started on the basis of these recom-

N - mendations could be on the agenda. -
6, The conference considers it desirable to publish the resuits of the
. conference. With this end in viéw Natalya Dobrinina, Jadwiga Kokoziejska
and Johanna Waligora were entrusted with the editorial tasks. conference
. acknowledges the readiness of the host country to undertake technjcal and
- typographical preparations and Istvdn Kamards was designated as the secre-
tary of the editorial committee. K : ‘ '
¢ ,-

~ } ' ° : ’ v
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