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“Introduction

¥s research paper was written by three students work-"
1ng in Washlngton. ‘D, C.. on a special- proaect with the advice
nd guidance of the Offlce of Educatlon. ‘The students were
connected with the Principia College WaShington Field Program
for winter, 1974, For ten Weeks, twenty-five stﬁﬁenbs worked
with nine varlous goverzziﬁt agencies and prlvate bus1nesses.h
A1l twenty-flve researc

communlcatlons ‘h \\\

dlfferent toplcs related to tele- ~

This paper vas writt for the hatlonal Center for Educa-

tional Technoldgy'(NCET), a 1Y1s1on of the Offlce of Education
which deals with media and te hnology.for'education. NCET,gives
funds to the Qhridreh's Televié@on Workshop (CTW),~an innovative
organization that seeks to use fhe mass media for edggaiional
purposes, CTW produces "Sesame Streel" and'"Theiplectric
Compani." éwo children's progra&s which try:  to entertain and
~simultaneously teach specific cognitive skills to televisioh
audiences, The ﬁroject‘spggested to the‘students'was an analy-
sis of thehimpact of "Sesame Street" nd “The Electrlc Company"
on teachlncr methods in klndergarten throuDh second grade,

The f1nd1ngs of thls report are the result of ten weeks.‘
of research on the subJect mentioned above, Inferences ahﬁ trends
- drawn from analyzing returned questionnaires from teachers, per-

~sonal 1nterv1ews, and observations in schools comprlse the body,

It is felt by the researchers that the recommendations and gues=- -

& "




tions raised are aluablc and do deserve cons1deratlon. s
. Guidance and 1nformatlon for thls research came from sev-
eral sources. Mr, Michael Neben,of the Offlce'of Education, .
supervised all phases,ofxphe research. Mr, Clarence Fogelstrom,
of the same office,‘provided'materials apout CTW which were use- 7'
" ful in uhderstandihg the:orgahization. Witqlﬂr. Fogelsgrom'S‘ R
help, it was possible'to arraﬁge a visit to the Childreh's
Television Workshop offices in flew York City. Mr., Joe Aguayo,
. the CTW contact, made appoinfments with several’mehberS'oflrhe
. staff. Dr. Gervin Kirk assisted the researcﬁerssin rewording
4he questlonnalre and suggested s/me addltlonal questlons. All
the principals and teachers/wﬁ//partlclpated in the sﬁrvey @uoplled"
vaﬁuable 1n;ormat10n. he e1"ht schools in whlch the re&searchers
observed classes/Were helpful,-too, Henrietta Smlth and _
Barb’ra ngdSeJ of the local Community Educational Serv1ces gave
.ins1ght/into what CIV is doing to help the cohmunlty under-
‘ stand_how to ﬁse the shows, Fihallv, the various people who
proofread *the rough draff, including Art Kirshedbaum of the

Office af Educatlon, and Dr. Donald BllSS, Dr, Thomas Fennell,

. Dr. Dav1d Cornell and Mr, Clarke Beim-E sche, all of Principia

,College, ha made suggestions on how to improve the‘report.

“The help.provided by all these persons is greatly appreciated -’

by the researchers,




p The purpose this'research is to study the impact of -

~f"Sesame Street"#anh'"The.électrac Company" on teaching methods

L)

in klnderﬂartén through second grade.

v

Ar1S1ng from this statement are many questlonsiﬁhat need

to be considered, For example, are teachers aware of the two

shows? Do teachers use these programs in their classrooms?
';ﬁﬁﬁat are the teaching methgds used on "Sesame Street" and.
"The Electric Combany?" Can teachers implement or coordin-
“ ate these methods in their classrooms? \Even if the programs
are not shown in the classroem but are watEhed at home,_is

.

there an effect on teaching methods?* ;
After considering these and other questions,‘eertain hypo-

theses nere‘developed. First, “Sesame Street” and "The Electric
Company"‘effer new and exciting teaching methods which could be
incorporatedAin_the classroom. Second, literally thousands of
chiidrén are entering the elementar& grades. better prepared be-
cause . of watchlng "Sesame Street"” thus teachers should be aware
that change mlght be necessary, However, teachers may be un-
.aware of the broad impact of both "Sesame Street" and "The Electric
Company," therefore they are not ehénging'%heir methods, Fin-

| ally, teachers can be slow to ehange their teaching methods

B M -

even for something new and innovatiue. These statements served

@

as springboards for research but at th1s point they were st111

 merely hypotheses,

- .




Methodolggy«

The methodology that would be requlred to analyze th1s
sub;ect stemmed from the questlons and hypotheses that were
formulated. Teachers of kindergarten througg\second grade
would have to be contacted, whether by personal, telephone, or
mail interviews, Due to the short period of time in.which to

. perforn this research, as well as-the limited funds available,
it was decided to concentrate on selected puhlic elementary
schools in the District of bolumbla, and‘surrounding metropoli-
tan afeas,'includinér the City of Alexamdria and Prince William

. County in Virginia, and’ Montgomery County, Maryland. ‘(See
Appendlx 1A) ‘ | '
.' It was realized that the two % ypes <'>f intervieWing which ’fw

viould be most valueble were mall and peroonal The mail survey |

could reach a large number of teachers, and the nersonal in-

. “terview would give another perspectlve for the research. Tele~ ‘

phone interviews were ingonvenient during school hours, thus

'VO

they were impractical for the research.

A questlonnalre titled ¥Survey on the Impact of Children’s

P

Television Programmlng as used in Elementary Classrooms" was -

developed, »(See.Appendlx 2)’ Although the research was aimed

at the effect of "Sesame Street" and "The Electric ”omgany,"

the general title and survey was wrltten to hélp ‘21 :inate bias,

If the focus had been on the two shows specifically, teachers -




. may not have been free to express their, 1deas.' They might have

~thought that certain aqgwers were wanted therefore they may not

have been_ totally cand1d

These surveys were then sent w1th cover letters (see Appen-

dices 1B and 1C) to the principéls of the selected schools. . (These
schools were chosen from the lists in the telephone book.) The

X )
pg‘nclpals were asked to dlstrlbute the questlonnalres to two .

teachers of the1r own ch01ce in each of the. school s klnderﬂar-ﬁ‘

ten, first, and second grades, After conoletlng tne question-

naire, teachers were asked to return them in self- addressed

Ofathe 306 ques-

stamped envelopes within a two week period.

tionnaires sent out, 75 were retruned and‘comprised the sam-

~ : P

If more time and money had been available, the researchers

ple.

vould have sent another letter to the sch001S'reminding them

However, ‘this was not possible, .

about the questionnaires.

To serve as another information input to the research,

—

eight schools. were‘contactedBto arrange times for visitations;

_\fﬁthat observations could be made relatlng to the toplc, as

well as prov1d1nn an opportunlty to speesk personally with

teachers who had and had no* received the questlonnalres.

As questlonnalres came back from the teachers, each one

was coded and a corres pondlnv manual computer card was punched

(See Appendlces

to facilitate the identification of trends,

34 end 30
to be prog

As these trends vere realf%ed hypothcscs began

h and d1sproven.

- P
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Findings

The’ findings of the research vere divided into three

cétegories: short answers from fhe survey, essay answérs‘from

the survey, %pd observations in the field. A

’ The first nine questibhs of the_surve& were of short"
answer format aimed at gaining an understanding of the situation -

and atmosphere in which the teachers were involved, (Rgfer
-again to Appendix 2) The results of these Questions‘afe dis-

played in the following pie charts,

Question: What grade are yéu" Questions Numbqi of pupii§~
presently teaching? in your class: :(under 10,
(Kindergarten, First, Second) 10-%5,‘16-20,'21-30,.over

. 3 0 ’ ; ; ’

Note: "under 10" was never
given asﬁaﬁfanswer
¢ N ”
S
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Question: Héh.would.you " | Question: What approximate
classify yourischool dis- percentage of your students
" trict? (urban, surbaban, |~ are from families whose yearly
rural non-fatm, rural farm) income is: (less thang3,000, -
. ~ - $3,000-$9,999, $10,0002$20,0001,
h over $20,000) jc, L -
. ' T less Hhap 3,000 \
"’ .

Note: “rural farm" was Notg: (/This is the teacher’s
never given as an answer, gyn approximation. . S

Question: How long have'\\\‘ﬁv/(&uestion: Have you ever had
you been teaching element- any courses in the use.of

ary school? (more tnan 5 television in classroom metho-
years, 3-4 years, l-2.years, | ~dology? (yes, no) ¢ ’ @
less' than 1 year) ' . .

1%

less dhan \3mr

P " I

Note: See Appendix LA for .|' Note: See Appendix 4B for - //
further detail, '

further detail,

e
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Question: Do you have access Question: Do- you-ever use
to a working t8levision set - television in you classroom?
. for use in your classroom? (yes, no)

Note: Teachers vho do not
have access to a working
television were invited to -
answer this question in terms

. of what they would "like t% do .

d if they had .a set.

Question: Hew long have you used television-in your class-

room§ {10 or more years, 5-9 years, 2-4 years, 1 year or
less . : :

.
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The next Seven questlons were concerned.w1th the programs
teachers us 1n their classes. why they chose the programs they
d1d whether r not they prov1ded any supﬁlementary act1v1t1es

' before or after the programs, and whlch children’ s telev1s1on

-
.

programs their students watched at home. l
The. follow1n0 is a list of the ma jotr flndlngs ‘in these areas:
-=A 64. maaorlty of the- teachers said they used television
‘in their classroom as a result of their own 1n1t1at1ve.'
" In 36% of the cases, their principal'and/or school.bogrd
4recommend‘the teachers incorporategit‘into thewcurriculum;

- «~Eighty-two percent of the'teachers_used,the television-

for large group instructionrrather than for smallngroupsc

or individuals.
~-"The Electric'Cpmpany" is shown 1in, the'classroon.more
than- any other educa ional program “mentioned (56a used

-1t) . Cnly 4% showed "Captain. Kangaroo" 36% each used

"Ripples” and “Sesame Streét"; and 3p show "Mlsteroger S

Nelghborhood" in the1r classes._ Other shows mentioned

by a few teachers were "All About You“ and "InS1de/0ut."
(See Appendlr j, Flgures i, %"and 3,,for bar graph repre-
Lsentatlons. These show the break down of grades and what |

- v o
programs are used ) b

Y

.--Slxty-one percent of the teachers used some sort of Sup-
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‘plemental activity 1F~%he1r classroom either before or
after using the televisiopn. Twenty-two teachers incor-
‘porated oral‘disoussions as a supplementary activity. |
Teachers also mentioned that‘they have art work, ﬁord
analysis, games, films, writing exergises, ahd storiee
after'some_showé,' However, 38% of the teachers ei?her

- did not mention any, type of supplementary activity or
said'they neben osed any be;ore or after the programs.
-=Teachers wehe asked to rate'children's programs and their
impact on the achleveﬁ@ht of. educatlonal obaee%rves on a
'-scale ‘from one to flve. Flve‘}epresented the most bene-
,flclal rating, . and one repqesehted the most detrlmental
raylng. "The‘Electrlc Companyf récelved the h;ghes?-num—
ber of oositive responses (28 teachehs’rated‘it either'four
~or five), followed by "SesamecStreet" (20 at elther four
or five). "Rlpples" and."All About You" also recelved flve
ahd_nine}beneflc;al'ratlngs. reSpectlvely, "None of the
«‘phows’weﬁe actually‘rated as beiﬁg detrimental to educa-
tional objectlves. (SeE“Appendlx ﬁ, Flgure I, for bar
lgraph representatlons )

--Teachero geemed to-be aware of the educatlonal televi-

e sionhshowo whlch chlldren had watched before enterlnﬂ school,
Abprox1mately 90% onthe teachers sa1d their children

' watched “Sesame‘Street“ at home. A large number also-

i3
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[ : ’ »
tioned “Captain Kangaroo" ‘as a program viewed by chlldren
prior to entering school, "Rlpples." "leterover S ,'/'

Nelghborhood,"vand “The Electric Gompany" were 01ted by

approx1mately 17% of the teachers;zi(see Appendlx j, Flgure
. ,

5, for comparison_of~program preference before and after
entering school,) S ”“ |
--Most .teachers dgreed that the maabrlty of thelr school
chlldren watch "Sesame Street" at home:malthough the
percentage was not as high as the percentage who v1ewed
‘it before enterihg school). The number of Students'who -
.watched “"Captain Kangaroo"“at home after- enterlng school
}droppfa“hy 20%, According to ‘the teachers;umqre of
their students presently wa$ch "\1steroger s Nelghborhodd" -
and "The Electrlc Company" than befone they entered school.
O(It should be noted here that "Sesame Street" is in-

.'tended for the pre- school cblldren, while "The Electrlc

{Company“ is'aimed at secpnd~through fourth graders ).

s

Many concluS1ons could be made by 1solat1ng and compar-
.ing trends., . Refer to the bar graphs af Appéndl&,é for varlquslf
comparisons, ; | o o |
The last four questions on the survey'were essay“ques-
tiens. Since essay answers tend td he\nore individual and

detalled, it was. necessary to analyze them dlfferently from

the rest of the questlonnalre. Also, the teachers Were answerlng .

L §
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these questions on'the basis of their contact with children’s .

televisdon in general. Their reactions to other shows were

-

1mportant to an understandlntT of the way that "Sesame Street"

and. "The Flectric Company" relate with other children's
television programming.

‘The first esgay question was: "In your op1n1on, have
chlldren S telev1s1on programs had an effect on elementary
teachlng methods?" Seventy percent of the teachers responded
that the programg do have an-effect on. methods, whlle only

16% sa1d they do-Fot ertten responses %o this questlon

‘were of value because of their dlfferlng oplnlons

--Students expect to have special effects in the clafs.
room llke tne ones used on teleylslon.'
--The shows have Lntrpduced different activities and “ .
,games Which can involve the children in learning,
- --One teacher sa1d the programs show.the children that
J | Mlearning can be fun.“
- :--The shows have suggested new ideas for projects.which'
”couldvreidforce"the students' learning.

--Old ideas. could be doctored up. with suggestions from

"the shows,

?

--Chlldren need to do more rather than Just listen to

the teacher 1ecture

--There is a need for creatlve methods of teachlng,/just

-, .
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. as the programs are creative,
-~There is a need for flexible learning periods and
varied approaches to teaching,
--The curriculum needs changing because the children
"know their alphabet and numbers upon entering school.
The second essay question wasi;"ﬂhat specific teaching .
methods have you observed on the sho§s° How are these methods
the same or different from your owm”“ Some of their answers

follows \ ,i»:ﬁ»z

--Teachers recognized intensive use of repetition., Some

said they use this too, while one teazcher said she pro~ A

'bably does not use it enough. ; . T
. % \ :
i --Television programs have dramatic staging effects which »

the teachers cannot‘guolicate. o C .

‘--As creative as teachers want to be, they Just cannot s \
match what is done on television, ‘ ‘
All these methods mentioned were those which teachers
thought were employed on certain television programs.'f ,

Perhaps the most important question related toythe main4
purpose of the~survey was: "Is there any specific teaching

method used on any\ofotheseiprograms that you have incorporated .,

P

‘in your classroomn? If so, please name the show, and(describe
the method." The responses whidh mentioned "Sesame Street"

and "The El%ptric Company"’are listed below-r

LN . p ' . .-

-
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--One teacher used puppets, characters. and dramatizations

to convey concepts as on "Sesame Street.”
# - A few teachers used the son;ﬁs from "Sesand Street"
and "The Electric Company" suéh -as "Everyone Makes MlS-’
- takes,"” "The Slgn Song," and "0ld Silent E," '
- Another teacher used ideas from "Sesame Street," such -
; as flndlnF objects wLose names rhyme, demonstratlng con-

nd flndlng obJects thatrepres¢nt the
\ ,

Y

cepts Yike up-down,

. ABC's, S
). ¢ ' -, ) \
'w=0One teacher has her students pretend they are characters

f&om “The Electric Company," such as Letterman and Mr._Far-

1
-

go North Decoder, y

-

--Some general responses about the two shows were that they :

had more repetltlon an

more eatrical means of teachlng.

They aﬂso used dlsoove

b

The last essay" questlon W

' or i ductlve ways of teachlng.

' grams. for children are mostly edugational or enterta1n1n0°"
The answErs to this quest%on can be separated three ways: teach-
i . AN : .

ers who said “the programs were entertaining.'teachers who said

they were edugatlonal and teachers whd stated they were bothw

A

- educational and entertalnlng. (Seventeen percent!dld not an-
tlon ) ‘ | J

swer thls qge

Seventeeh percent of the teachers said the shows were only

entertalrlulng.k Some ‘responses were as follows:

A

%
LN

s:\"Do wyou thlnk television pfﬁu,'

PR IO
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- =<="The Electric Company" was very dramatic,and it held
interest.'bpt the concepts seemeo‘jumbled.
--Students do not transfer information from the Shew
to the classroom, ‘ :
--~Children do not always connect wori sounds they learne#
in class with the same ones on television, | f N
--The'attitude ofs the ¢children while watching television
was one of'béing entertaihed; S T,

- =-Without some type of follo{v—up after the show, the
show is not educatlonal
Only lOp of the teachers ‘had the oplnlon that the shows

are only. edﬁcatlonal. Two of thelr responses were:'

--When a specific orogram of 1nstructlon is used tol

introduce, motivate, or relﬁTorce a des1red concept the

'shows are h1ghlJ educatlonal. - ",/~’

AR
sy
2

A 56% ma;orlty of teachers res onded to the .Survey tha% a4

children's programs were both educat~ona1 and entertalnlng., f

The basic premise stated by the teachgrs was that the showsf

\3
. were educat10na1 WlthOUb appearlnﬂ so to the children., The

shows tried to make learmno and fun synOnymou They are
educatlonal in that they teach phonlcs, reading, 1etters, -
~and numbers, but all these are taught by S1n01ng songs, telllng

jokes, and reciting storles._

A

2

--The repetition and r901tatlon are purely educatlonal. Y -

.
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In ordeggto get more.indemation for the research, it
}was debided‘fhat visits.fo a random selection: of schools which
' had ;afticip_ated in the survey would be helpful. The eight
schools in which the feseaf&herslﬁbserved and talkéd’with ‘
teachers were Syphax, Adams, and Goding elementary schools in =
Washington, D.C.; Minnieville and‘Occoquan schools iq‘Prince
Williaﬁ-County, Virginia; Polk and Jefferson-Houston séhools
in the City of Alékandria, Virginia; and Westover elementary
, school in Montgomery County.-Marylahd.'

The first school visited was Syphax Elementary School

in southwest Washington. This school %ad grades kindergarten
thréugh second,‘with each classroon hgving'its own telévision
_set, The;kindergarten'teéchers‘at Syphax said they.us?d'the
%televiéibn,to watch ”Sgsame Street.” One-said‘sﬁé;ifica;ly
that the repetitipn,.word develépmqnt, éeneral ihformation,
- .and phonetics were valﬁﬁble for thé'students to learn whiie
watching. o
| -Interesting\observationé vere mgdevat Syphax of the first:
« grade teachers and their classes. In a few of the rooms, the
. teachers used methods very similaf-§§ those onlthe'Showé."
One class had a discussion of the "an family" (p-an,pan),
Another. teacher had her pupils éound out vocabulary‘&or&é pho~

netically, such as f-a-t. These two methods aré similar to

. |
ones used on "The Electric Company." A'reading teacher claimed

<]
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Al

that "Sesame Street” and éThe Electric Company" were very good\\‘h~

shows, therefore she used them in her class, 'One of these
teachers also used the silhouette technique, as shown on "The
Electric Company," to help the children learn how to sound

out words. (This phonetic_technique invoives two silhouettes -
facing each other with one sounding a consonant (i.e., "p")

and the other answering with a word ending (i,e. *an"), To- -
* gether they repeat the resulting word ?pan.")' Two" teachers

had other comments about the shows., One said that the hour

when "Sesame Street" was shown was their readlng hour. “In her

ogtnlon, readlnv was too 1mportant to be sacr%flced for a tele-

vision show, Another teacher mentloned that the show was valu-

able only 1f there was a correlation with what she was already '

teachlnc in class that day, She did not’ know about the teacher
guide'which would provide her with.outlines ofthe.programs.f

. Finally, the researchers talked tovsome of the second
grade'teachers at Syphax. These teachers watched "The nlectrlc

Company" more than any other show. Many stated that thls show

‘serves as a supplement to the McGraw-Hlll readlng program (th1s_

- is 'a school text which teaches by phonetlcs) because there are .

certain methods which are s1m11ar. "Many teachers enJoyed the
fact that the show paralleled what they were teachlng&' After

the show, some would have follow-up d1scuss1ons. One-teacher‘

- ‘ _ . ) :
‘had previocusly used the teacher guide for “The Electric Com-

_ - p
~pany,” but she no longer received it (possibly because her sub-

\\' <0

/
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scrintion had'exoired) Students in’'one tlass voluntarlly wrote
down all the words they Tearned on each program, Some of them
.were able to display qulte long 11sts. In general .the teachers he
at Syphax enJoyed hav1nu the television sets in the1r tlass-
rooms and used it whenever they could for educatlonal'pu;pooes;

At Adams Elenentary School in northwest Washlngton, D. C., \

only three kindergarten classes were observed, The reasonffor
c@(/'\ :. - . i . R o .. ) ”~
this was fhat the first and second grade classes were on their - |
g - ) /_ L)
lunch an&'recess'breaks. However, some findinps were  important. -

. *

One klndergarten class watched ™Sesame Street” in t:e morning'

'regularly Another d1d not because the‘teiev1slon et 1n that

ir;/-
. \ :
attempt to. correct this problem ) There were also "Sesame Streeﬁ"<

b

room d1d not have good receptlon. Q(They did not mentlon any

‘books in one of the rooms..

. " One mterestlnd proaect that Adams was organ1Z1n0 was a = :”w."

“Sesame Sﬁreet“ play. Acoordlng to the music teacher, the older -

,chlldren wére writing the script and the songs w1th her help.
3

-The art te%cher was helping them with theucostumes of Big; Bird,

N M N f .f

‘Grouch, qu&le Monster, and other "Sesame Street" characters.
}Thls progr m had been chosen by the teachers because the ch11-

e
. .
il

.dren were«famlllar w1th it and ‘because the characters are very'
'large and easy for the children t0'portray. The scrlpt would | | *
1nc1ude math and readlnr concepts,.Justda" the teliv1slon pro-

gram does.;

1

. . ) N
. ' - M -
. N : . .
- “ . - ’ . .
. * . :
. - .
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5

The’lasteWashin"ton, D.C., school -observed was Goding,
\
Elementa{y School in the northeast area, Here 1t was found
f
~that the kdnde arten teachers usually show "Sesame Street"

to their students, but the other grades only used television

y

on Special ocdasions.. There were only a few worklng tele-

vision sets fo"“the elementary grades. The kindérgarten

Lo

teachers were hlndered in ﬁettinv the full educational value

/

out of the shows because they were not aware of what would

be broadcast each d Y - Meachers sa1d:the shows were good if

they would suoolement what vas being taught in the class, but

8

otherwise the provrams were merely entertalnlng.

“The tirst school v1S1ted"outS1de of D.C. was Mlnnlev1lle

Elementary School in Prlnce W1111am County, Virginia, ’Thls
e
school had an open space s1tuatlon,w1th °ach pod having a

telev1s1on'set (ThlS type of 51tuatlon ;s one in Whlch all

A 52

children-of a certain grade 1eVe1 are located in-.one" 1arge room,
called a pod, with des1ﬂnated areas for varlous actlvltles )
-The telev1s1on was generally used in the mornlngs as the’

children came in, The classes of each pod would watch “the one

a

telev1S1on set, making up a group of about one hundred chlldren.

v

%&V It appeared that the telev1S1on vas used to occupy the chlldren

. in the mornlng before classes start y rather than as an/edu-
catlonal tool, "Sesame Street" was one show sometlmes used

for th1s purpose,
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e TR .

J ; )
Occoquan Eleme_tarj School, in the same countJ. was a1so‘-

‘VlSltEd One teacher at thls school remarked that she does

" not use sths llke'“Sesame Street" and “The Electric’ Company" o T

!

wﬂln her: class because she knows ‘the children can watch them

~at home,x In her oplnlon, chlldren should be outside exer-
\
clslng rather than WatChln: telev1s1on.'"no matter how educa-
. \ ‘ N @ ] \
tionalfthe'program may be. In another first grade class,

“The Electric Company" .and "Allvaout You"-were shown to the | e
students. XSesame Street® is on in the mornings, but it con- .
flicted with other activities, so it was not shown. The

. k .

‘teacher of.this class said that the black and mhite televiSion : e

set made a difference to the students, because they were accus-

tomed_towcolorttelev1s1on sets,at hone, (Occoquan was one of .
. :the only schools visited which had black and white television | | e

: sets. . This was also the only comment recieved eoncernihg color
verses black and white sets.)

b

! In most cases. the second grade teachers at Occoquan had
the same comments. <§f the show fit into the ¢lass schedule
at the rlght t1me, and 1f the subJect matter relnforced

. what the teachers were teaching that day, then the show
was worthwhiie.7 One teacher explaineﬁ“why she did not

use .television as much this year as she did last year. She

had tried to become more individualized in her.appreach to *

‘,\her class. Therefore, ‘there was not enough t1me to show -

23
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“The Electric Company" to her class. If the television set

was turned on, it would be hard or'some'studentS»to concen-

L L .- ]
trate\ B “,_». Y P ;

)
o

In a hallway of Occoquan school vas a ‘bullptin board ti~

tled "T,V. Pronrams.“ *An "Electrlc Company" poster represen-

“ting the "Slgn Song" was tacked up bes1de a p1cture of Big

¥

- Blrd. _This was 2 way to inform students about “Sesame Street"

and “The Electrlc Company" and a way to motlvate them to watch

'these orograms at home, It w&s not mentloned by the teachers

, whether or not th1s was'effectlve.'

At Polk Elementary ¥n the Clty of AXexandria, Vlrglnla,

4

 television was not generally used for teachlno. ‘The kindergar-

ten teachers d1d_not use television during class,\butfthey recom-
mended "Sesame Street" to the chiIdren. A flrst grade teacher
said that the receptlon was bad on the educatlonal channel (a
UHF frequency) A second" grade teachef thought that “The Elec-
trlc Comoany" mlght confuse some of her students because they
were %slng the Dlstar readlng method (a method in whlch every
letter is sounded out and put together'to finally form a\word).
Jefferson-Houston Elementary in Alexandria, Virginia;‘was
another open space school. In onevof the first gradelpods there;"
was a posted schedule of educatlonal telev1s1on programs° SomeVﬁf
groups would watch "Sesame Street," but *The hlectrlc Company® ffj
was on at times when the teachers could not show it to the chll-"a

: '. | | hY

3
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dren since it interferpdiwith their planned schedule, "SeSame
Street" and cartdens were often shown in the mornlngs when the
students were assembllng at school, 1In the second grade pod,
-»“The Electric Company" and "All. About You% were watched ‘The
teachers in th1s pod agreed there were several creatlvé’senments ’
on the shows, The klndergarten teachers did not show "Sesame\
Street" ‘because the chlldren were only there for three hours arb
day, and because they know the chlldren could and d1d watch 1t

at home. . v, N o g

.

F} ~

-Visiting Westover Elementary school in Montgomery County,

Maryland, was a)unique experience, "Sesame Sirett" and "The' |
*Electrlc Company" were aware that the students Viewed the pro- v
grams at home. In the oplnlon of ‘the or1n01oal, the teachers5
‘do not want to use telev1s1on 1n the classroom because 1t is
*too much of abtool of mass. communlcatlon. The teachers would
.rather be more 1nd1v1duallzed Thelr problem stemmed from a .
school board rullng that television sets must have at 1east a'
_1# 1nch screen and be mounted.on the walls. Rather than hav-
ing these large sets, teachers would llke to have smalle%}monl-
tors that students could use 1nd;yrdually in a study carrel 1n
.the llbrary.' Th1s schiil\is also trylnv to get the teaéhers
‘and students to create their own telev151on ‘or v1deo tuped pro- .

‘1

grams, As the principal said, the tudents are receptlve to-

.

 .this new type of idea; however, the teachers must be conv1nced
S ; L
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it would be worthwhlle and of educational value.

&

A
The v151ts to these schoole helped. expard an . understand-

-

ing of teachers oolnlons of "Sesame Street" and “”He Eléctric

a

Company" and further, what they thought about educatlonal
8-
telev151on provrams 1n general




~

Recommendations and Conclusions

T Many of the statements which the teachers made on Bgth the

~

questidhnaires and during the field interviews deserve comment,

»

The researchers are not attacking - the valldlty of the teachers

stateménts, butvylsh to make some recommendations and d1scuss

-

each briefly. .

 1,Children should particivate in the educational process

4y

by creating enjoyable and varied ways of learning, A c ommon “

' complaint ahbng'teachers was that they d}d notfhave the‘materials’

to be as creative as segments on'television programs, They ad-

mltted that students engoyed the way that&characters and cartoons

- 1
- present educatifnal materials, but the- teachers elalmed that

"they could no% match what telev1s1on had to offer. However.
is 1t-the teacher alone who has to be creat;ve” The props used

would not be as profess1onal as those seen oh telev1s;on, but

\

the e§ber1ence of maklnv and creatln° them would be very valu-
able for & ch11d In wrltlng the script, the chlldren would
learn writing skllls, punctuatlon, grammar, the value of plan-bl
riing ahead...the list is unlimited. ‘ \

i i
’ ' i
' .

As anlexample§§f what can.-be done, consider the case of

West0ver—Elementar "School where alsmall group of first graders
were ahead in their reading skills, "The pr1nc1pal suggested
ethat the students vrite a’ play to Be taped on the video machine,
“and the students qulckly accepted the task., They wrote the

. script, selected children from their class to play the parts,

-t
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a

made>the costumes and directed the performance: In a1l this

‘work ,thej learned‘a great'deal Their script had to be well -
written and all punctuatlon had to be correct, The ideas in - (,/7,v
the play had to be clear and well organized, It was their .

play’ from start to finish, The principal's suggestion was a

.
o

success; children in that same class are now working on a sec-

ond production, . ' .
2,Suvplementary activities and discussion should be intrc- ‘

. P4
duced to helv the child retain the information that "Sesame

v

Street"” and-"The électric Connanv“ are givinv him, Teachers‘

in our survey comulalned that chlldren d}e not transfer what
vas learned on telev1s1on to the classroom. If the teacher
was avare of th1s, couldn t she have helped‘#he ch11d trans~ i

fer information? Does the teacher see:the need to re1nforce

what ‘the chlld may be. learning? The teacher should ask her-

self whether she is more concerned w1th what she wants the.child
to learn or what the chl;d hlmself is actually experlenclng and
1earn1ng° ThlS questlon refers to the broader question of whether -
education should be feacher centered or learner centered The

' present educatlonal system seems to be teacher centered, but

»

In a learner centered

-,

the researchers’ thlnk this should change.

" system the child is exposed to many educational experlences.

'They all comblnc to educate the child. In the teacher centered
. . .

~
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»

system the children receive all their information from the

. teacher. She decides what'is to be taught and how.

r

3.Teachers should vary their ways of giving lessons,

Teachers are aware that shows like "Sesame Street" and "The Elec-
tric Company" have a lot of variety. Each segment is qulck and
different from the others, In "Sesame Street,” there mlght be
a. short storyf)then an 1nterv1ew with Kermit the Frog, a visit
to the trash ecan to talk with Oscar, and finally 2 short segment
about plgs. In a similar way, "The Electrlc Company" might have
\ two children recdting words of'the "an" family, then a sentence
will be rearranged by Fargo North Decoder, and finally a visit
from Letterman: Often children need this Gariety to hold and
stinﬁiate their interest, Some teachers.balk at this technlque

*

and say it is too qulck and ‘flashy for students, 8001ety o

<foday is very mob11 and fast moving, Perhaps teachers need to
realize that the needs of chlldre: can be met throuéh this new
tyRe of 1nstructlon. The alphabet could be taught by s1nv1ng
a song one day, by wrltlng a story the next day. Rather than
contlnually lecturing to thc children, xeachers could ’ use audlo

visual a1ds and demonstrations,

4.The joy of learning should be emphasized, Teachers have

noticed that certa1n children's television programs have brought
new recognltlon to the old 1dea that 1earn1ng can be fun. ‘Are

teachers trying to bring this “fun-ness" to theip class? Tele-

)

%
/

.
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o

vision shows are not the dnly way that learning can be fun,

It is importanﬁ“that the teachers have fun as well as. the. chil-

dren, In a olassroom where the teacher enaoys her lesson plans,
the children w111 respond with enthusiasm, '

One teacher complalned that.whlle the children watched
"The Electrlc Company," they had the attitude that they were,
being entertalned ‘ ThlS should not 'ber a2 complaint; humor is
1£bortant and has’ its place in .education., While the childrenl‘
are laughing with the show, they are prebably also learning,
01d methods of teaching are not ‘necessarily threatened by
‘“Sesame Street” and "The Electric Company," They can be up-‘
_dated and enhanced by techﬁlque§-used on ‘the programs. The

<©

implementation of newer methods nay change with more modern

<

ideas, but thls is no threat to a Secure teacher,

:s Jl[

5.Children need to be taupht what is zood to watch on

telev151on todaj. It is tradltlonal that teachers recommend

books: for their pupils, why not television shows? Many people "

talk about television sets as "boob tubes,” - By recommendlng

q

and u31ng follownup activities to programs, teachers can ut1- .

llze the telev151on media as a stlmulant for discussions,

“activities and individual expre551on. B

6.Téachers should be more flexible in their daily lesson

—

schedules. It is reallzed that the present programming of "Se-
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: »
same Street” and "The Blectric Company" is inflexible, but
often teachers are not able to fit the prqgraﬁshintq their own
~eurriculum because they themselves are inflexible. However,

| -9 through the use of cassette tapes, the situation could be helped,
The programs could be taped and kept for the teachers untll they
decided the show fit 1nto thelr curriculum or plans for ‘the day.
It could also alde in individual instruction with a Chlld vho -
has eertaln peadlng difficulties by showing the taped broadcast

on a smaller moenitor., s : \

- 4
s

¥ .Teacher training could capitalize on the value of "Sesame
( B )

Street" and "The Electric Company." Teachers attend workshops
and in-service training for other educational purposes, why not -

for this category, too? If feachers were aware of the backsound
)

3 : N
and goals of the two shows, they could better incorporate them

into their curriculum. B
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Suppéstions for Fur%hsxfﬁesearch S .
-This paper is only the beginning of the type of research
I
that could be/done on the topic, I%t vas 11m1ted due to the
small geoaraphlc area which was researched and also to the
small samp}e of teachers. It is hoped that 1deas presented ﬁhy.

4

in the report might initiate further research . Some topics

which o0u1d he’con51dered are: Is there a need for teach-

ing methods %o change for the graduates of “"Sesame Street." AN
Would changing present methods meet the needs of these stu-~ ‘oJ
dents? Are the teachers failing to capitali;e on the abili-
tdes of the graduates ‘of “Sesame $Street" if the methods are
not changed? lAre &teachinrr methods throughout the United‘

States belnv afiected by "Sesame’ Street" and "The Electrlc

Company°" Does 1nolementatlon .of the two oroarams and their
, goals 1nto the classroom mzke, it less teacher-cehtered ano
. more - learner-centered° ‘ ' “a

-
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Appendix 1

" Merritt
Love joy
Bowen
Stoddert

¥#Cleveland

Cooke H.D

Thomson
Bundy
Bryan

- ¥Syphax

City of Alexandria, Virginia

Douzlas Macarthur
George Mason
*James K, Polk
Lyles Crouch
Maury

Mount Vernon

*Jeffersonh-Houston
Patrick Henry
Robert E. Lee
Stonewall Jackson
William Ransey

Bannockburn
Lynbrook . , .
Wood Acres ' 2
Aspen Hill -
Wheaton Voods
Beverly Farms
Maryvale

#4Wlest Rockville

. ~'l

>~

Mont gcmery” County, Marvland

SUNN

ennis Avenue "
MacDonald Knolls"™
- Takoma Park

IR

Glenwvood -
#Westover

) Prince’ William County, Virginia

Belmont , )
Featherstone ‘
Marumsco Hills
#Minnieville

Potomac View

researchers.
to take part in the survey.

Kindergarten in its public

- . ¢

foyr survoya.wcre sent to school

*0ccoguan -
R.Dean Kilby
Rockledge

Rippon

03 

Darnestown
Vioodfield

List of Elementary Schools Selected to Recejve Surveys

[

*Indlcates those schools which were also v1u1ted by the

Notes Prlnce W1111am County, Virsinia, does not have
schools. Because of this only
of this county,

Y S S

»

**ndicates schools that made ;t known that they dld not wish

o
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. ) -+~ Appendix 2A ' - AR
e Survey on the. Impagt ~

. . of Children's Television Programiing, - Y

- . . ‘as used in Elementary Classrooms - S

. ‘. .
- - - - .

Whatsgradé'agﬁijbu'prescntly téachibg? " K ! L2 N

y M e

Numbéi of .pupils in'yout class: . .undef ten v 10-15 ~ 17 16-20
vl ‘ : ) . 21¢30 ~ over 30

W

—_— A

How would you classify your school district? urban suburban ) o
. : 2 rural non-farm -
. . rural farm " v . )
‘ N .

What approximate percentage of your students are from families whosg-yéarly
income is: C e e
less than $3,000 .~ $10,000-$20,000; . .o . a
$3,000-5$9,999 .. over $20,Q2? ) “ a T

- .
- - ,

How ‘long have you been\{eaching'elcmcntary'school?' more than 5 years

o

. . © 3=4 years

]:0‘.

11.

12,

_yes_r no; ‘

‘Do you have access’tc a working

] :
. (Xf you answered "no", then you may answer questions 8-

~ Captain Kanga}oo

Other (plcase specify)

. Do you usC‘any supplementary activities before or after TV progrimg

[y

T 12 Yearsﬁ——-— o
S e ' ; ' - . less than 1 year

Have 'you ever had any courses in the use of television in elassroom methodology?
L)

. -0 ' *
* y - ¢ ‘ y .

Fl

. v . . ’-‘_
television set for-usc/&n your classroom?
yes no ’

14 in terms of what you
would like to do if you had a set.) , .

. R . .- " . .
Do you ever use television in your classroom? yes

PN

no ' T

a

How long have you used TV in your classroom? 10 or more years 5-9 years

2-4 years 1l year or less
What mofivated you to use TV in your cléssgoém?
Own initiative Workshop Magazine article Principal
School Board recomendation Other (please'specify)

For which of the following type of situation do you us

se TV in yoqr'classfodm?
large group instruction _small group instruction s .
individual instruction * other’ (please specify) . -
Which. of the following TV programs do you use in your class?

Number of hours per week:

K

Ripples
Sesame Street
Mister Roger's Neiphborhood:

1]
\

in your class?®

(plecase specify) - CoT — .
' Coqﬁinued‘on next page

-

-

. 84




a4, wnat kina ot irhact have the 1V
objectives for your students?

programs had on ac

hievese

nt of- your educational -

» -

-

Co « " Beneficial - Detrimental
.Captain Kangaroo N
o , N 5 ; E 71 -
‘. » Ripples e _—
¢ ': : - Pp [.{6 » ML Sl M R 5 4 3 . 2 . l
Sesame Street ' _ : - .
‘ - 5 4 - -3 2 I S
Mister Roger's Neighborhqod -
' . ) fﬁk"“"'_“"m 5" 4 < 3 2 ]
Other (please specify) ‘ : . _
! 5 4 - 3 2 1

15. Have your students been exppsed to\any of these Shows before
- aptaln Kiangaroo Ripples Sesame Strect .
ister Roger's ilelghberhcod . Other (plecase specify)

cntcring'school?

16. To your knowledge, do your students watch any of tha
N «Captain Karngaroo Ripples ' Sesamé Strecet

following programs at home?
Mister Roger's Meighborhood Other (plqnsc specify)

/.}‘ ¢

.

have children's television programs h
yes no

3

17, In your-opinion,.

ad an effect on elementary
"teaching methods?

j (If yes, what effects; if no, why not?)

~

RS
... 18. What specific tcaching methods have you obscrved on the shows? How are these
methods the same or different from your own? ’ 4

A

Pa . R . ’

o *
'

~
|

19. Is there aﬁy specific tedbhiﬁg method used on an
incorporgtcd in your #lassrobm?
methodo L . -

y of these programs that you, have
If so, please name the show and describe the

@

N .

20, Do you think television programs for+children are mostly cduéatioqgl or enter-

taining? (Pleasc be specific.)




.doing a’'study of the impact*aof children's television programming. -

- among these areas are the City 'of Alexandria and'Prince William County -

g T E | ‘Appendix 23" S
: : OA “ - Cover Letter to Principals '
e > . Y

pRINCIDIAY
Principia College, . ~
Elsah, linois 62028 v

Phone 618/466/2131 ~ L e

e ) : )

January 17, 1974 = ' .. v

De%r . . . ) . ‘ ¢ o

We, are students from Pri ipia College in Elsah, Illinois. As part
o[ a special ten-week research project in Washington, D.C., we are !

Guidance and technical assistance for this project are being providéd"l
by the:staff of the U.S. Office of Education. ~ ‘ c

7

“ . . - . . . ) , . / N - . . il
He have selected public elementary schools”in the District of Columbiga,
and surrounding metropolitan areas as the focus of our study.” Included . .

in Virginia, and Montgomery County, Maryland.

Your assistance in making this project pOséib;e wéuIdAbé\greatLy
appreciated. We ask only that you digtribute‘the enclosed questionnaires
to two teachers each in your kindergarten, first, and second grades.

As. wve are confronted with a very short study period, we are requesting
that the teachers mail the completed questionnaires back to us no
later than February 4th. Your promptness in delivering the envklopes
to the individual te hers becomes a key element.in our timetable.

If you have any questions oT_spedial interest in oﬁr.project, feel
free to contact us at~2123 California St. MN.W., Washington, D.C.,
20008, telephone 202-667-4430, extension 416. o

. . : .Thank you for your, cooperatidn,

‘ a Cy Hansen A {
Eleanor Cornthwaiten
T ; . Victoria Irwin.

- N 4




, ‘Appondix 2C
OA Cover Letter to Teachers
e

PRINCIPIA

Principia College,
Elsah, lllinois 62028 | : :
Phone 618/466/2131 o

. January 17, 1974

We are students from Principia'College in Elsah, Illinois. As part
of a special ten-week research project in Washington, D.C., we are
foing a study of ‘the impact of children's television programming.
Guidance and techn1cal assistance for this progect is be1ng provided -
‘by the staff of the U S. Office of Education.

e have selected public elementary schools in the Distrlct of-
\\ lumbia, and Ssurrounding metropolitan areas as the focus of ‘our
. 8tudy.’ Included among these areas dare the~City of Alexandria and
\Prince William- County in Virginia, and Montgomery County, Maryland.:

]
L

We are asking kindergarten through second grade teachers to answer
the enclosed questiopftaire. The answers you provide are,.a vital
pant of our res&arch. e ' : - 'Q. "

Because of oxiyterrlbly short txne frame, your prompt reply would
be apprecigted. lease return this form in the enclosed self~
addressed stamped envelope to us no later than February 4th. We
are.excited about this project and are looking forward to rece1v1ng
your answers and compiling the results.

-

The answers on this,questionna1re Wlll be confidential, However,

at the end of the survey you may indicate if you would like a copy
of the results of our research.

C %
'If you hzfe any questions\or special interest in our pro;ect, feel
free to cdentact us at 2123PC®lifornia St. N. W., Washington, u.C.,
20008, telephone 202 667~4430, extensidn 416.

. ¢
Y ' ' Thank you for your coopemation,
~9 . . 7@%Ymt iﬁvﬂ%ﬁﬂJ ' .

3 &zm w—m@
YicGun \

» Nancy Hansen/
Eleanor Cornthwaite
"Victoria Irwin

Q
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Appendix 2&

‘ . Manual Comnuter Card . 1
: ‘ (McBee heysort) T
‘w_' . L . U
. As each survey was received, it yas glven a; number and a

conrespondlng card.y Each hole and number onathp card oorres-

pond to an answer on the survey.
for key
were unched as the card below shows.

used to separate certaln answers and trends

cards

wnley

||742

1
029 ;2d 27 25 2%

/

3

Then-a

e

(See next page, Appenle'Q_,
Accordlnv‘to what answers the teacher gave, holes
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ithin all the
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“Appendix‘gg
Key fpf Manua; Computep Card

1;Hoie’§?hb

=§=

A

'3 - Second grade
5 - under ten
6 - 10-15
7 - 16-20
8 2, 21-30
9 - over 30
10 & oo
1l . urban
12 . suburban
13 - rural non-farm
" L rursl farm
© 16 - less than 3,000
17 - 3,000-¢9 999
18 . $10,000-%20,000
19 - over $20, 000
20 - —oeo. |
21 - more than 5 years 
22 . 3-4 years '
23 - 1¢2 years
gs'- less than 1 year
gg - yes-
/ - no
- [
29 _ yes
30 - no
)
B
- no-
Ll 6 e n ’ ~
2 ~ 1Y or more years .
i o By
L - 2-4 yeéars . _
: - 1 year or less
16 --u v
L7 - own 1n1t1at1ve
L8 . Workshop
L9 - Magazine artlcle
110 - Principal .
Lll . School Board
L12 - Other .. R

1l - Ylndorgarten
2 . First grade

Bl

BR

t ¢t 1

[ 7S T R T T |

'Other

Sesame Street

-Sesame Street

B
large group 1nstruct10n -
Small group instiruction -
ihdividual. 1nstructlon‘ '

Captain Kangaroo
Ripples ~ :

Misteroger's '
Electric Company ~ - '
Other

mentions Captaln Kancaroo
mentions Ripples -
mentions Sesame Street = © e
mentions liisteroger's . SR
mentibns Electric Company ™
Cantaln Kanbgroo

Ripples = -

Misteroger’s . . . . .
Electrlc Company
Other

Captain Kangaroo
R,;Lpnleu

Sesame Street
Mlstgrover s
Electrlc Company
Vther .
-\---- T .

no
entertalnlng

educatlonal 0 .
both o - v

—@; e




v “ . Appéndix La

.Gomparison of ‘Teaching“Years .
N - ’ )

Peachers “ho Mave Taught” . .| Teachers Who Mave Taught:
More Thah‘Five'Years(Sﬁ . ] Tiess Than Five Years 719)

.

-hqd course. in : ‘-had course in -

television - . ' television qbﬁ&n\<¥\x

methodolo"y...... R : methodoloey.............. 16%
- have access to :  "‘ --havn,access tol ’ .
television in .~ = - | telexisiqn in o

. c1assr09mu.uo}..r» % ClaSSPOOm--..----}-uw---- 94

. {
“

-use television,.. " ;" . -use telev151on........... 94%,“

-yuse television» . = 1 -use: telev181on
on own : \g: L .} o6n own ’ - - :
1nitlablve.-ononn; \. . B . lnltlatlvenonnnnt-.-..o-o»69%-

[y

Zthink children®s ¢ . -thlnk childre L
rams S

television vregrams . “television 1
~are pure‘y o i -~ &re purely -~
entertalnlng............. — éntertaininZ.eeeieeeessss 21%

-use;suppiemqptary L ~use supplementary

materials in class’ © | materials in class

afber viewing. | L after viewing
 pr6gramS----l--ﬂ-}-¢-¢-.;':. PromfamS-rV.-----ﬁ-..i--- 537

-do riot use supplementary -do not use sunplementary

| materlalS................ . materlals................ 31ﬁ“
-no answer on gqg | -no answer on -
aupplementary Co ' supplementary . T
que"tlonill)ll‘ll“.l(lll 5 . questlonllOO;l"l.l0.0l‘l 16%




- Appendix 4B

’CompariSion of Teachers Vho Have and Have Not ‘Had
. Courses in Television in Classroom Methodology

o

¢

Teachers Who Have 'Had _ .Teachers Vho Have.Not Had -
Course on s2 of Television ., Course on Use. of Television
~‘in the Classroom (11) . 'in the Classroom (64)

-

‘-teachers who have ~teachers who have
had less than five o had less than five
yedars teaching \ yedrs teaching

eXPerienCe. i cersncesannes: ‘ experience.......f..._

"

-use televiSion..... : “use’ telev1310n.....{

-use wtelevision | | -use television
on own . . on own - , _
initiative.seeeaeasee 7 initiativessevevennso

-think children's | =think children’s
television programs television pro~rams,/
are purely- ©are purely :
entertaining........ 7% entertalnlnb............ 164
~use supvlementary ; . T euse supplementary
materials. in class =~ = materials in class
after viewing : after viewing ’
program...;..............-_ % cPrograMecesseresesnsnrcence 55%

<no answer on supplementary '.,-do not use
materials questlon....ﬁ....“z% . supplementary materlalg. 7%
4
v A,
‘ —no answer on supplementary
materials questlon........ 267%

o

»
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