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'“1970

l for: chlldrcn s Verbal codlng.

'3 .

Rem"mbrance of research past\ls always a somcwhat painful

procoss. If one Pnew then. . ;another statlstlcal method
.the IYist of pOSSlblllthS uneyolored
)

Happlly,.Dun}ln and Bxddle s (1974) publlcatlon

largcr sample perhaps. .

has no llmlt.

a

of The analvsrs of teachlnq proﬁ1ded a model that can be applied

to "I Descrlptlon of Teacher Verbal Med;atlon and of Chlldren s

-

Verbal Codlng in Selected Early Childhood Classrooms", a fleld‘

-

.xTeacher s verbal mediation was
, , 4 . _ : ' ¥
0 - 0 . - " ’_.

the 1ndcpendent variable and. chlldren\s classroom performance of
A : .

speech codlng was the~ depenoent Variable.
N ~ R

thc contcxts were groaplng, currlculun,

exploratlon-complcted im 1974.

PR
"The. presage varlable

ras mcdlatlng talP
N

child characttrlstlcs,'classroom c0ndrfﬁlns~and«teaeh1ng style.

[3 [}

The produvt was child talk, clas 51f1ed as elaborated or res;ricted.

. . . s e
. I
- <.

codlng (See page 2) ‘ : S : ;o

-

The rcscarch ‘impetus wvas derived, from two sourcos' The

flrst was the soc1o]1nguist1c studies of Ba51l Bernsteln (l958

l972 1974)m He 1dent1f1ed maﬁprnal talL as one contegt ,

L4

A subchuent study&of chlldron s

. v -t

$choolﬂtalk by his colleagucs, the Ganaqans (197q), relatod

o
J‘

. aChOOl Languagc both to matoxnal ned;atlon and to a new languago

ffSChool.

L o . Ly
:soc1ollngulst1c're50arch

L4
L]

’grogram but Omlttcd any descrlptlon of teacher talk as a

L]

probable‘context for chilkdren's ‘verbal boding performance in
" This researchy in an attempt to .extend Bernstein's

“@xplored the association of teacher

, verbal mcdlatlon as a contert for cblldrcn'° codlng.

’ The second thcoretlcal ba is comes from-thc;body of class-

LN : -
3 : -~

© o
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' 48 middle .
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" PRESAGE VARIABLES

3 female priméry teachers,

selected mhoz jalele)

1 of 20

S

CONTEXT <W%deﬁmm

75 ocmPHm

SES
025 low

‘AGE
‘Stg
6's

- 15 .,
44
order

Birth-
1-38 :
2-~16 ’ N
3-20.

.Sex
57 female

.. 18 male

_,wmm&wmm.mQOHmm

“below grade 37
on or mwo<m 38

A Model £
Dunkin an

NYS®certified

[%

3 urban oJmmmHooam .

2 public, 1 Hvoodmvmmwnm

25 eagh owmmw

1 other adult, .each class

'similar selection of
texts, trade books, toys

and games in classroon
IT-& III, .

-

similar o:owomm of anwmhwmwm

in .

classrooms I & II ~
{(classroom I & II "Open”

-

classrcom III “"Traditional")
» slides, cameras Cmmm W

movies.
reqularly in classes.
dgifferens use of mbmom
pakent choice-of caild's
‘classroom placement

N

. ﬂv

.

or the Studyv of Opmmmhoos
d Biddle (1974) p.

£}

»

38 .

L I Y

Hmmoﬁwsm,

.
L T L T TITY

‘teacher talk. ]
- Groupings:

(18]

R

mwoo1mm <umH>mhwu - .

Curr:

classroons: observed 58 wOCHm
‘live recording of child and of
T:under 5 children;
T:under 10; T:whole class.,.
Acaderic; Art; class dis-
.cussion; frece play
Mediation scores: Tez Rers
Elzb maounm“ 75 children

P
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L1

A

mw onox,e \RIART.CS

Hnarmwwﬂo Pupil Growth
-Mo¥re mediation mumooJmﬁmm with m
child talk (elabh. =& 1mUNHJormnv

llore nadiaticn associated with
QOmwdQ shifts .

. e
llore lower SES children used elab
nomwum,ws higher ammwmnwum,e class-
reoms. L _
-Yo difforence in twnodmo ass elad
.QOOPLQ in 3 classrooms- -
: -Teachier mediaticn was.most strongly
- towrn:m to elab coding
: L.lab oomdnm vas associated with higher
reading scores -

n

Oore
&

m
-

©

Long-Term Pusil®Grawth -
"Social, nm‘nhowomdomw and mDnomn¢01 1
implications of oozﬁca,omn“on. ompetence:’
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..~ room 1nLeractlon materlal ?hlch most ccrtalnly provided choﬂ$esi
| - .
from a mullitude of 1nst1uments.- A synthesis of a small p@zpﬂon

2
< of Bcrnsteln s sociolingui tic studlcs w1th a category system

. %

from classroom interaction studies enablcd the rcsearche1

descrlbc the verbal behav1ors of children and teachers

- childhood classrooms.

and iunter (1967) and by ‘Hough (1967) They are: ,/

LA

T - ) 1. Idcntlflcs, expresses feellng (affe t),’ .

2. Acknowledges and/or praises learney or )

B o . . learner's work . . .
. High 4 a.' Identifies crltcrla for prais of acknow=-
' _ » - ledgmeng - .

ledi- - - ‘

b. Does not identify criterig
C ,aﬁing : p ) . N
' 3. Sustalns, extends students’ 1deaa by repeatlng,
. - questlonlng, clarlfylng or dev010p1ng '
. HL . v J .
- ’ 4. 1Informs, lectures, presents ideas

r

E- - - - - - - - a. Uses reasons and explicit'critcriq
. . ¢ . E . . X T . T . - ”
. - - -5 ~--- - Db. Implicit. Does not glve.cxplanatloq}or
TR , : 9. criteria- . ‘

t
5. ‘Conmands (Imporatgvos H 1equ1res one. ans wer,
T, e Low .o onc bechavior

& Medi- - a. Appca]s to individual
. { B . - . ‘: }. - . N J
- A ating b. DAMppeals to status "

6. RQJCCt’ 1nJ1v1duaJ or groups a5 not conformlng
‘ to status quo of time, place, school, teachc
ago, ‘race or other status- —-defined p051txon

R —_ = e e et am e e e e e e e - em e = e e an em e

7. Otner, ' -

S 0 . . . e
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the research 'imstrument, entitled RELAB (restripfed-DLABorated
. v 4 !

The categorJes of cHild talk were derlved from Bernsteln s S

elaborated and restricted codes. Berneteln has maantalned that

"' L ]

regtrlcted and elaborated apeech not . only have dlfferent origins
. . . S : .

" but also nse différent principles to regulatb'behavior. Re-

tstricted'coding was available to all speakera, elaborated coding

' o

was not. leference in code acc0551b111ty was-’ paralled by

’

dlstlnctlons 1n the form and ,function -of language. For, example,

.

* an elaboruted code uaer percelves language as a channel of

« ., ! © e

communication and ds a means of exprc551ng 1nformatlon and

v

fecllng A restrlcted code user percelves language prlmarlly as

an tnforcement of the Status quo both 1n terms of rble and of
) /
soc1al conformlty. S o)

Followihg ara. the six categoriecs of ohiidrtAAE used in

-4
Y\ . . « v

code): : ' o /

.t

~




8

x"'" .
. . ?\x . %
C e . pﬂ Exprc551ve statements, 1dent1fiés : 7
* acknowledges self A
o A . 4 .~ a. Use of "I" ) - :
. n o . : o ‘ : . .' . -
S : b. Plans ahead, speaculatces . . .
FElabowated - 9. Role- taking statements 1nd1cat1ng\pcrceptlon
I : : of othcrs
_ Code ’
- ' ‘_ 10. Referential statcments (uscs- descrlptlve
. T ‘language including one of the following:
- L . - color, 51ze, shape, texture, number time,
. SN ' space). ‘ :
Y . .A”,. .4 4.. I I )
, : a. Objects, evehti OUTSIDE of classroom ’
. D - o . - ‘ A .
o : +* b. Objects, évents WITHIN classroom
L VU SN o
“ ‘0 . ’ . .
- : .- 11. Use of-"WE" to descrihe solldarnty, klnuhlb, ‘
T ' ) " family group feeling. -
‘Restricted 12, Pre- concelvcd response, prcpared rec1tatlon,
: , . : yes—no answers !
A Code - N . CE
i 13. Commands'(ImperativesJ
‘ . - With criteria and/or reasons 1
L _— ' ' ' A .
o . 7b. Without criteria and/or reasons - "
K . ) \ >
———————*‘,--———-.';---\--.-——-—'--——-—-—-\
The $ix teacher talk categories and. thc six Chlld Lalk , ,%;

CathOIlCS descrlbcd above comprised:the instrument RLLAB which

- \\was field tested 1n,f1ve classrooms ‘to assure that catcgorlcs
‘ . . 4
wcrc.mutually OkCanlVC and could be reliably cdéded. - R .
(Flanders 1965) (Scott 1955)
Inter rcllablllty was tcstcd tw1co produc1ng rellablllty

' co-efficients of .84 and .87..- The twelve RELAB categories were,

~ I




Judged valig by’fi?e University prefessors with reCOgniiea com-

petence in either classloom 1nteractlon or llngUlSthS.
When statlstlcal]y slgnlfncant telatlonshlps &ere examlned
by anal;ses of. varlance, the results demons tratod thet when .
C e . N :
tecacher medﬁatlon was contras ted to conte\ts of aqe, sex, color,

socio- ecoJomlc status and readlng level, the‘;tronqest variablc

was tecacher medlatlon in terms of chlldfon s elaboratod coding -

»
1] B .

. - (Tables 4 - ]2). Furthermore, greater numbers of children in

the classes of the higher mediating teachefs not only made more

claborated communications, but also the’ greatest number of

restllcted communlcitlons. That is, high nediation was associatea .
\w1th hoth the grcatest number of'children.talking‘and the hidgher

frequency of elaborated and restricted talk ih nearly every

category. Aﬁd most importdantly, more chlldren who could shift

codes were in the classroom of the hlghest medlatlnq teacher

' ) . . . -

(Table 3). - ot - L

L

- -

Thec second ngnlflcant flndlng deallng with chlldren S

coding wvas des crlbed when the reldtlonshlp bctween teacher

mediatioh and the number of children's elaberated utterances
were cxamined in conjunetien with the relatienshiu hetween
socialGCIess and'elaborated coding, a significant interaction . %
was ointained. In the high-mediating teacﬁers‘.classrooﬁs, tﬁe ' L
. . . . . . . . ‘

means for the low socio-economic (SCS) status and middle socio-

. e
° . . - L . N o

. \

econcmic-subjncts wc:d’approkimately eﬁhal, 42,65, ﬂin“stribhnp\

contrast, m1th1n the low -mediating teachcr's class sroom an

v
‘




. y:f};;: ,{.5:--._ -

’

e e

v
S

4

*

product variables (see p. 2) severaL.areas viere not\examlned

v . . Y ,

(lable 8) " : ' Co. ' da_f

The s1gn1f1cant relatlonshlp founad betWeen teachers’ verbal
h .

medlaﬁlon and the dlffercntlal codlng of m1ddle class and poor

-

chlldren re- enforced the main thrust,of Bernsteln s soclollnguls—

tlc studles. ThlS flndlng, whlle conceptually 1ntrlgu1ng must . .

be- temoered when the research deS1gn is analyzed from Dunkln and

Biddle's' perspectlve. ThlS research desrgn shared with other

classroom 1nteractlon studles, a small sample, a moderate_

.

rcllablllty co- eff1c1cnt and Jjury evaluatlon of Valldlty.

Although. an attempt was made t6 explore the complexrty of class—

roém interaction by~rdent1f1catlon'of many presagc, content and

[ ] ~ .

N .

An important om1ss1on was tcachcrs formatlvc and tralnrng

Moreover, there was a lack 6f control of child

charaqterlstlcs rn the sample and only mmnlmal ‘observations of

experaenccs.
the teacher's talk to’each chlld. Consequently, po exploratlon

of the xeverse effects of child characteristics on the teacher

was undertaken.

~

4

When analysis of variancéftest

’
. M

were admlnlstcrcd to all six

teachcr talk categories, a talk Qattcrn emcrgcd for hlgh mediating

‘

teachers: It was, "Explicitness" . Personal exp11c1tness, explrcrt*~

ness whcn 1nform1ng, cxp11c1tness as to ratlonaIC/for obeying commands
*»

and in maklng*appeals for_conformlty on personal rather;ﬁhan on - !

-




status bases (Tablc 2)

These flndlngs not only dlffered Erom those of the Gahagans

(1970) who pos%ulatcd no dlffcrencc 1n teacher medlatlon talk
patterns but may prove uséful antldotcs to that frequently
1dcht1flcd teachcl behav;or labcllcd .vagucncss by Dunkln and

Blddle.- The categorlcs of tchcher talk whlch formed the

.

paradlgm of explicitness appear to be what Dunkln .and - Blddlg

/’call “trainable traits" (p. 400) o

Thn concludlng rltual calh’for repllcatlon w1ll be omltted s A

L

1n favor of u51ng Dunkln and Blddle s.model for classroom o
-rcsearch as a llngul t might use it. ,If, for the purpose oﬁ .-
~compariscn, linguistie fuhctions can be assigned to their four

R . €
variables and each of the four can be considered a constituent .

.

phrase; then resage variablcs become the nomlnatlvc cOn”tltuent

contcrt varlablca are tHén noun and verb modlf;ers, procoss

-

varlab]es are verbal componcnts and product varLables are objects.’

) v

Thus provxdlng us with a new syntax "for the analys1s of teachlng.

4

Such an approach might help rescarchers articulate the deep struc-

/
burc and Lransformatlons embedded in classroom 1ntoractlon and

Y

- hopefully mlght cvern 1nsp1rc a srngle declarative sentence

which would incorporate all of Dunkin'and_Biddlefs variables as

’

constituent phrases. This would be a basis for thc-mcta-languagc
‘needed to interpret classroom discourse. - '
. - ! 4 : \ »
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a - o ' CHILD CHARAGTERISTICS ~ . °
ST IN THE SELECTED - . _ = -+ .
- THREE CLASsroois , ~— -
. ,“, ' . .‘ . ‘ N ."
.._"‘.' . - .\ . . ' 'n'

,9‘

N~ Classroom  Clasgroom - Clasaroom .
' — s IX L TIIT

o . R »

.READING' -'ff‘-w; :j , . ) ,'vhé) B &i! R
On or above grade lovel ' b 9 L

‘Below grade level =~ . - A & B 16 - -
COLOR : T \ - .
Non-white S LR I A 5 T .

Wmige ' b N
SES \- - o o ST e

. Low' o N R .
 mgh | oA w0 as -
. BIRTH ORDER “  ' N ) | -
meet T w Tw e

Middl_e'- . 2 .- o g8 N 7 - §
Laast . i - 10. 3 '




, Table 2

_ 'SUMMARY RESULTS
x/:_~ OF ANALYSES
- OF VARTANCE:
TEACHER TALK CATEGORIES

)

,'.,n
F Ratio’

2A Acknowlecige

N

-

";i-- Identifies and eypre°ses “f

feelings

k: and/or '
,praisee w?th criteria

If 2B Acknowled%es and/or

pralses wbthout critéria'

‘5 3 Eztends qtudent idcas

- . o . . Y .

' % p 4‘05;:

(o

hA Informs with crléerla

* &,

B hEP Informs without criterla |

e
5A Cbmmands (inoividuql
' 9ppeal) = .

'; Sb

5B Conmands (status appeal)
6A Rejects (With cﬁteria)

6B Bejects (without criteria)

- o

-

HMEDI@TIQN*.“

Sy

.t

PR

©

Ao
N

Hll;Ohh

hoogs

-t

: ],»;3.31

29,40%%»

6. 2-2%*. J

o
1l.72 -

VR

=.:T2,'_' s
13.3  _L

wr’}‘,
T2

7,&1]

j5 ogﬁng
T2

660
T1

.73

“;11.6%7

T
5,1

§¢01

ﬁeﬁ*” :
%

mo
.7l

aﬂeans were rank ordered whcn F ratio was significant.~

Each underlining defines one subeet._

-

Tleacher: s




. Teble 3
L ckTEGOHI USE IN THERMS OF -

- BTATEMENTS MADE AND
NUMBER OF CHILDPEN .WHO TAL&ED

4 "

s . , Glassroem c;assroom. Classroon
: I SRS & SR LI

A B A B A B

CBA .~ 208 25 .18 23 170 -1 -

8B .. 78 .20 63 17 77 10
9 - . 177 oh 177 ok 12

9B PR 53 - 14 53 1L 10 -

XA . 210 - 25 202 ok .134 16

.08 o k03 25 324 25 252 .« 23

i7

-

All

__En

'Ch%;dgqg

14 87 24 66 18 54 15
1158 .+~ 70 20 .5 16 38 il
12 S 336 25 266 25 "180 @25
138 ¢ 6018 24 21 85 ¢

30 o ce3 A1 28 7 12, 2

/ 1696"

CTotel 1696 R 177 B 1

KeBe ' A-é'Numbér 6f étaﬁéhents maﬁéi

1~ .

B - Nﬁ@ber»of children whovﬁéde statements. -

o
. |
- - .
-
v
5
!
.
Lol
-
t

e TN
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Table 5
N's and X's FOR SIGNIFICANT

. MAIN EFFECTS, .TOTAL NUMBER ,

OF ELABORATED UTTERANCES
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. N's and X'S FoR STGMIFICAN

ELABORATIGN -RATIO SCORES .
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brye Average Mediatlon Mear obtained from the, ' analyses 1s presented
For the A Anglyses, the low mediation range|vas

above,,

the high mediation range was .675-.7103 Tor the B A
mediation range wvas .502-, 525, the high medlation range was .700~ o

715.
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Analysis A based on- Classrooms I‘nd II vs.
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- }% * . sES _ o
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. . Nunber of Flaborated Utterances
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g L ffA;.- f? * . Total Mumber of Utterances:
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‘Table 9 . E o
SUHNARY RESULTS, . Y | Ty
~ ITTERACTION IN 3-WAY AV's
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o . . / &“; 1 * 2 .’ .‘.- | 3. | 4 .
L | FQ: p° P p . F p - F °p
/ T x SES x Sex 2oz ”,bs 4,19, .0k 4.6l .03 .22 .65
TH % SES x Rd. Lev. 1 73" .12ﬂ 1.35 .25.° .26 .62 8.56 .005
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Elaboration Ratlo Score
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T x SES x Reading Level
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On Grade 2 . .75 L -3 ©.72
‘Middle SES | |
'Dolow Grade b - 71 12 .66.
[R\(: On Grnﬂo , . R AN ‘. 56 25 .69
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