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L terms for Adult Education and to a Comparative Dictionary

of Adult Education Terms
(Geneva, 22 = 26 March, 1978)

REPORT -

INTRODUCTION . | ‘ . 1

1. This consultation was prepared and organized by.the Unesco Adult
Education Section and the International Bureau of Education for
the purpose of discussing means of iaproving international information
services in adult educatlop. A list of participants is included in
Appendix I. '
. !
2.- 1In terms of Unesco's programime in adult education, the meeting
represented a follow-up to t%h Meeting of Experts on Documenta-
tion and Information Service® in ¥dult Education (Geneva, 29 iiay
1" June, 1973); at the same time it formed part of the continuing ¢
activities of the IBE designed to strengtheh the flow of educational -
documentation and information between ilember States. ,
3. //fhe consultation was opened with short statements by the organi-
zers on new developments in the field of information exchange,
on the special communication needs of adult educators and on the
components of the Unesco adult education information network. These
components are at present (a) Adult Education Information Notes;
(b) CEAS Acult Educaetion Abstracts; (c) Directories; (d) Thesaurus,
and (e) Dictionary. .
4. The ‘consultatipn, which was of a technical nature, was conducted
with a view to reaching agreement on a detailed programme of
action to develop further : /

(a2) Draft version of the following documents, whlch formed the
working papers of the meeting : /

- /
. L2
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regards his concept of conscientization. *
CONCLUSIONS : ' v B //f
. TEESAURUS ,

. 9. Development of a Thesaurus for adult education should be desi-

(i) A Thesaurus of Adult Education Terms, prepared under
contract by Dr. Colin Titmus.

(ii) A oomparative Dictionary of Adult Education Terms,
prepared under contraot with International Congress
of University Adult.Eduoation by Dr. Colin Titmus.

(iii)fDirectery of Documentation and Information Services
in Adult Education (annotated, computerized), pre-
‘pared by Adult Education Section and IBE.

(iv) Lists of Adult Education Natie%al Boards znd Councils,
: Associations, leriodicals, J}bstraoting Services and
Directories, compiled by Adult Education Section.

() fdult Education data Bank : ’
x} (1) Cooperative Educational Abetragtlng\Serv1ce (CEAS)
Adult Education Serles.

(ii) International Educational Reporting Service (IERS) ,
Adult Education Projects.

(iii) Other indicative abstracts.

The working schedule of the consdltation is included in aippendix IZ.

T
-

S5 The participants had also an occasion to discuss with Paolo
Freire, of the orld Council of Churches, Geneva, his ideas on

today's educational problems and possible changes in his views

after having stayed in Sw1tzer1and for several years especially as

6. ' Dr. Colin Titmus, who had prepared the draft dersion presented
his work and problems relating to its rezlisatyon. .

7o After a long and .intensive discussion~Qn re tionships between

different international and national thésauri, on relationships
between the Unesco/IBE Education thesturus and special Adult Educa=-
tion thesaurus, on the needs of adult gducators and indexers of
adult education materials, and on' the selection of valid adult edu-
cation terms, it was concluded that-:

8. It is desirable as a long~teram droject to develop a Thesaurus
which will facilitate coamunication between adult educators

at the international level. A Thesaurus is an essential tool for

analysing documents thus making it possible to use machine treatment.

gned as part of the work on the Unesco-IBE Education Thesaurus.
It should meet the needs of adult educators, containing descriptors
for concepts specific to adult education, as well as more general
terms given particular meaning in ddult education.

# v | R |
R o 53 e - /oo
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/
10. In presentation, this specifioally adult education list should
be nested in the IBE Thesaurus so as to make use of the full
range of descriptors and identifiers contained there. In doing this, o
~ the content of the present Thesaurus, especially scope notes, will
\\ - need sone modification.

.

1l. fhe Thesaurus operetion should tgke plaoe in stages as follows:

12, Stege 1 - during 1976

{a) tiembers of the group will coument on the Titnus list,
while consulting the IBE Thesaurus, and will send in
sugzestions as to additions, changes, deletions of terms
by end June. They will also send in names of people to .,
receive the next dmaftq

(b) At this point, comment might also be on broad areas of

descriptors thet are missing. Thus, the industry-occupa-

tions-workers - vocational training area has already

been indentified as one needing special attention. The

IBE will consult ILO on this noint.

(¢) Next, in the sumuer, Unesco-IBE will put the modified

Titnus Thesaurus into the couputer so as to produce a .
single list of terms usaful for adult education indexing.

For ease of reference this will be a mix of IBE terms

and additional Adult Ecducation termss. The print out will

be xeroxed and sent to a representative group of adult
educators for comment. The covering letter will be clear

and simple, and two copies will go to each respondent,

with the request for marking one up and returning it by

. the end of the year.

(d) Some 30-50 peaple will be consulted - either suggesfed
by mnembers of this ‘group or derived from the Directory.

(e) Early 1977, with the revision of the IBE Thesaurus, the
first version of an enriched, adult education Thesaurus
will also be produced.

N\

Phase 2 : In 1977

13. The justification for creating a Lesaurus is that it will ‘
be used in building up & data basel. Hence the focus for ection

in 1977 will be to obtain the support of] a reasonable number of-

adult education centres for the cooperctive building up of an inter-

national data base on adult education.

14, Two critical points will occur in 1977 :

.(g) a planning meeting, early in the year.

(b) the International Conference®on Education in September 1977.

A
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~15. The pbanniﬁg meeting should be well prepared. This means

"the participants to test out in terms of available docunentation
" and the needs of their own adult education communities.

*22. - The aiu of the work is to provide adult educators in ali*

- . ‘ *
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L.

thot Unesco should invite pdrticipants well ahead ‘of time,.
and should provide through a position paper enough proposals for

16. The plannfhg meeting should bring together a small group of
" potential partners i.e. «dult education centres concerned
with abstracting. The purpose will be to secure agreement :

(a) on selection criteria :. what documents (defined in terds
o their content. and scope) should be taken into an p
international datd base; -

(b) on abstracting procedures : using the descriptors of the
Thesnurus, bexﬁroduce a short abstract in English or
French for computer storage; X

(¢) on a tricl programme for the rest. of 1977 during which
the partners would comnit themselves to a certain pro-
duction and Unesco to the necessary computer processing

--and dissemination.

17. The Internatjonal Conference shiould be an occasion for

. giving visibility to the emerging adult education network
and the idea of the data base - with a view to securing support
for the next stages of the work.

CONPARATIVE DICTIONARY (GLOSSARY)

3. The work was pfesented by Dr. Colin Titmus,. Qho had under-
taken the compilation on behalf Qf the International Congress
of University Adult Education. .

19. . The meeting had a lengthy discussion ofr the glossary, espe-
’ cially as regards terps and definitions with cultural orien-
tation, and the format and msers of the glossary.

20. The following conclusions were reached regarding the continua-
tion of the work :

21. It will be-important, alongside the thesaurus operation, to

b,
w}
4

develop a dictionary or glossary of terus currently used in :
adult education. The purpose of this dictionary is to give, in . % N
internationcl languages, the »rincipal terms used specifically in ;&

adult education and more general terms glven sone partlcular
meaning in adult education.

BT}
N

N

countries with a basic list of terms so as to facilitate
communication. At the start English and-French will be given, but .
the \longer term intention is to add other international languages.
The main purpose of the glossary will be to give for each term a

- general definition or description, along with more specific refe-

rences to English and French usage in Europe and North Americd.

Hence the user should arrive at understanding of the general inter=-,
national senses of words, along with evidence of particular national
sensese.

-

e 5 . ‘ » o/-uo-
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A secondary aim will be to suggest translations, so as to
help those concerned w1th translation or- in erpretation of
adult educatlon meetings or documents. A

23.

24, The format of the glossary will, be the one proposed by IBEz
each langyage has a section, in which each'term is given S
with a general and, where necessary, specific definitions. ihe ' -
secdnd language will be shown by a term (=, d #, %) along with '
‘explanatory text. A single index willplink the two sections.

+*

25. For negotiating purposes, some clustering or facetting device 4 4
should be followed. . . t

26. The project will comprise these phases :
. - R R -
(a) by end June : members of the group comaent.on the ;
Titmus dictionary - add, change, drop terms - comment %y,
- on definitions - suggest broad areas for treatment; '

(b) an editional board of 4 members (including the coordi-
nator) will be named by Unescoj;*~ . .

(c) work goes ahead in latter half oflyear in"order to reach
agrgements. Correspondence with members of this group

will also continue; . . ' o -
(d) ditorial board should meet in early-1977, along ) -
Ii\\1;{servers for other 1nternat10nal language usagee
. DIRECTORIES X o

27. -The meeting discussed the need for adult education daneotories
as tools for access to information and for dlssemination of . i
information. . e

28. The following directories were reviewed :
( ~ . Dlrectory of Documentation and Information Services in
5 \ Adult Education, provisional, edition.
s . Documentation Centres providing abstracts on Adult Education
Literature, a.list of addresses, first editiobn. . -
. National Adult £ducation Boards and Councils, a list ‘of
addresses, second edition.

N . Adult Education Associations, a list of addresses, second
/ edition.

edition.

. Adult Education Periodicals; a list of adﬁresses, fourth
« List of Adult Education D{/4

rectories, preliminary edition.

@ [+

(a) Directory of bocumentatlon and Information Services in |
I Adult t Bducation .
. . ,
29. The provisional, annotated and computerized edition of this .
" directory came out in the‘beginning of 1976. It vas distributed

o e
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to National Commissions, Documentation Centres listed,
major Adult Education Associations and Periodicals, together
with covering letters specially designed for each group,
requesting comments, corrections and additional entries for
inclusion 'in the revised version which is envisaged to be
published towards the end of this year.

30, The following suggestions were made to clarify the coding
instructions of the worksheet : '

(i)  Instead-of using the word institution it would be .
better to use documentation service in order to clarify - . {
that only such adult education centres as have documentation
services would be included.

(ii) . Size of staff _ (30-31): This should be clarified so
that figures will be given both for the total number of
personnel of the g%ntre and for the number of persons .
working specifically in the documentation service.

(iii) Present Head (20): Name and title should be given
of “the person responsible for the documentation, or the
perscn to whom correspondence dealing with documentation
requests should be addressed.

(iv) Services given (24) : Mention should be given of

- the language(s) in which the centre can answer the requests .
and of the lggguage(s) in which the material can be scanned .
by the centre (e.g. for abstracting service). There should
elso be clear mention of what services are provided locally
and what internationally. ' )

Ay
1

S 31. The crite{ii_f r_inclusion were defined ac follows :

(1) For each country a national key centre with interest
and ability~t0 offer international services; in the
case of federal countries mejor regional centres, and
in the case of a country with no specialized adult
education documentaticn service a general education
documentation centre including adult education:services '
in its work should be listed. = B . .

(ii) A few major centres which offer documentation and
information services in various fields of adult
education and which can respcnd to enguiries comInhg g//
from abroad. In principle university and public librdries
offering services to a local clientele should’ be
excluded. ' .

©

A ‘ | -

32 The revision of the provisional edition will be undertaken : e
by the Unesco Adult Education Section by the end of July °

and the printing by the IBE towards the end of this year. '

7T s f
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33. The revised version should embody also the liat-of documenta=
tion centres which provide abstracts on adult education

literature. Eventually the directory should also include indexes

of major adult education data bases and major producers of micro=

fiches of adult education materials. ‘

(b) National Adult Education Boards and Councils
, ... B " ] /
34, This directory is:meant to provide a listing of bodies which
rﬁdertake functions of co-ordination, co-operatlon and harmo-
nization at the national level.
[
35. It was agreed that in addition to listing recognized national
co~ordinating agencies for each country, for federal countries
it should comprise regional co-ordinating agencies.

.(c) Adult Education Agggéiationsf . % |
('.'._' " cly
36 This list should include annqtated addresses of national, '
regional .and -international associations which have adult
education as their major raison dfétre, whether covering adult
education in general or limited to one field. ,_
37 The annotation for the Associations should 1ndlcate, prefera=-
' bly in thé form of keywords,- the status (e.g. governmental or
voluntary) the fields covered, and the main functionms.

38. It was agreed that it\ is convenient to khep the National
Boards and Councils a d™ssociations lists separate at this
stage, but that they should he developed in paﬂallel with a view

to eventual merging. ,6

(d) Adult Education Periodicals

39, This list should aim at including all adult education journals
and bulletins, both national, regional and\internatlonal, -
published in the world.

Lo, Tt was agreed that apart from being a usefulkdocument as such,

this list should be conceived and developed in a wider Pers-
pective as part of a list of educationgl periodicals which is under’
preparation and whose computer file is held at the IBE.

ba, The present annotation of publisher, editor, frequency and

language should be extended to indicate . coverage and scope
of the contents and mention if abstracts are available of the
articles and in what language(s). ' ]
b2, ’ In connection with the above-mentioned d1rectorres the meetlng
discussed the questionnaires prevared by Professor Alex
Charters of Syracuse University, and it was agreed that the informa-
tion which he will collect on adult education abstractlng serviceg,
organlzatlons and periodicals could be utilized both for the annota-
téd versions of the .Unesco lists and for his project.of compiling

“amn- International Handbook of Resources for Educators of Adults. -

2 L]
' 8 ’
- - v d ¢ .. o/o oo
S ot
" «a | B
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(e) List of Adult Education Directories

43, This list gives b1bllographlcal information of directories,
yearbooks and simildr publications on: .adult education orga~-

nizations and activities, which have been cowpiled at national,

regionsl and internationdl levels. It also indicates addresses

where the directories are available.

Ly, "It was agreed to encourage countries that had not already
done so to conpile national directories.

. ADULT EDUCATION ABSTRACTS

el
(a) Cooperative Educational Abstract1ng~5erv1ce (CEAS) i “
\ Adult Education Series .
4s, 31 abstracts, in two batches, have been produced in this 3

- series and distributed to about 6,000 CEAS and special adult
education addresses.

46. The extensive discussion on the Series covered the following
piroblens : '

v

(1) Identification of documents and publications.

(ii) Preparation of long reading abstracts. :
(iii) Production (printing).

(iv) Distribution. \

(v) TUsage.

(vi) Evaluations (feed-back). _
(vii) Relation to other abstracting services.

Lo, At present the abstracts are produced in English and French.
A Spanish translation of those of special interest to Latin ¢

America will be made by the Lat;n Americen Reglonal Office of the

International Council for idult Education in Costa Rica. .A selec~ -

tion of the abstracts will appear also in Arabic in the bulletin

of the Unesco Regional Office for the Arab States.

, . ‘48, The meeting recognized the usefulness and great value of

:é " the long informative, reading substitute abstracts of

v f. significant adult education materials and that it is important to

“u;&'fé continue their production. The meeting also.endorsed the criteria
2+~ % for s&lection established at the 1973 Geneva meeting.

,49@ It was agreeu that the participants will assist jn 1dent1fy1ng
oo titles Worth abstracting. These titles should be sent to
.Unesco Adult Education Section which is responsible for the final
#* selection. Unesco would also welcome completed abstracts from those .
% documentation centres which prepare them in the course of their
regular work. These abstracts should be sent to the IBE, together’
with two copies of the original document and a copy of the abstract
to the Adult Education Sectione. Official documents are most welcome
for abstracting.

'. - Y @
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50. Abstracts of importande only to.spebiél groups and areas
could be reproduced by a xerox process and distributed in
a more*limited manner.

51. It was agreed that with each abstract there should be a
clear mention of where the original document is available. v

A ¢

52, The IBE 1é preparing a speclal adult education supplement
to the guidelines for preparing CEAS abstracts. The‘kulde-
lines will be sent to the partlclpants for comments.

53. This service aius at reaching its.full operation during 1977, -
which means 80 - 100 abstracts_in four batches a year. To
M acﬁ&eve'this, it was proposed that a group meeting should be
' organized early in 1977, which would be composed of partners who .
would be willing to make a commitment to co-operate fully in the
g service. Unesco should prepare a position paper for the meéting
o and invite the participants well in advance® p

. Sh. The position:papér should cover the following : .
(i) Selection criteria, reclarified after exploring the .
situation of available documéntation in ilember States :
and the needs of the international clientele.
. (ii) Understanding and preparation of the abstracts. :
" ‘(iii) Plénned programme of commitments for the partners.

-

55« = This meeting should form part of the planning meetlng
mentloned in paragraph (14) under THESAURUS.

: (v) International Educational Report;pg Service (IERS) -
' Adult Education Projects _ _ ‘ -

56. %}".r. Leo Fernig, Director of the IBE, presented the IBE Inno-
vdtions project of the IERS, which is intended to inform

educators and particularly thosé in the d¥véloping countries, of

inndvative projects to enable them to make their own decisions.

57. The IERS is c&mputen based and its stages afe : .

(i) Gatherfng of documentation. ' ' )
(ii) Providing information on the projects through : :

. A Newsleéxter (distribution 9,000 copies). '
« An awareness list, which is a computer nrlnt-out
of a bibliography, with indicative abstracts (300
_ copies). ‘ .
. , Series of Innovation Studies (?xperlence and Innovatlon
in Educapion). ~
(111) Feedback and evaluatlon (a speclal evaluatlon study is
under way). : |

2

" 58. It is desirable that there should be mbre co-operation and
' collaboration between the adult education coimmunity and
the IERS, and that the participants could assist by 1nform1ng IBE
of innovative projects. _ . .
Q . . 1_() k . : . !
B : M . o/ooo,.




ED/76/¥5/37 - page 10 . R

59. The criteria for imclusion in the IERS are :

A a
[

(3) projects reprgsentiug change,

(ii) ngq:ects bringing out innovation,

(iii),projeéts_with interest on the international level.

v
v

“r

(c) Overall Adult Eddcation Data Bank = -

60. It was concluded that the aGerage‘annual input of adult
, education material in the format of indicatiwe abastracts
nrepared with descriptors should aim at reaching 1,000 entries so
that the building up of a computer data base is fully justified.
] . .
N/ .

R
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.. " LIST OF PARTICIPANTS .

e H. ANBERG : -
Fédération suis e pour l“education des adultes (FSEA)
Oerlikonstr 38 ' .
Postfach .
8057 ZURICH :
Svtit'?g.;‘land* 2 \ o -
M= Myra A:O Lo

ILO Library '

Internatfonal Labour Organizatlon

Route des Morillons- : .

1211 GENEVA 22N * : :
Swi tzerland -

M5 Diana IRONGIDE

Department of Adult Education
e Ontario Institute fo#l Studies in Education

2 2 Bloor Street West_

TORQNTO R

Canada H5S 16 - %

Ms Sue LUZY * -
ILO lerary

Internatlonal Labour Organizatlon
Route des liorillons
1211 GENEVA 22

Swi tzerl’and ’ ¥ Y “

-

+MNr, Premysl IﬂYDL
: European Centre for Leisure and Lducatlon
o e Jllska ) .
' PRAGUE 1- - o . !

—~ Czechoslovakia e ’
o { . ] - ‘)
%/ Mr. K,']ell ROTNES

' NorsK Pedagogisk StudiesBmling
Unlversity of Oslo, Library

k‘. Observatorlegaten 1l _ 4
v 0SLO 2 ki o he
Norway ' .
| ol .
‘ Nr ., G. SCHOUTEN i
b European Bureau Education
\i> Nieuvweweg 4 2/431‘ ; .
P.O. Box 367 . '
AMERSFOORT - o : .

» Netherlands 12
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Mr. Colin TITHUS

University of Glasgow ~

Department of Extra-Mural and Adult Education
57/59 Oskfield- Avenue

,' NLASGOW gl2 8Lw
B } nited *Kingdom

-

SR . SECRETARIAT OF THE MEETING

.- {

' ' 4
e . : Mr. Leo .FERNIG, Director .
International Bureau of Education
- Geneva . ’

@

-

—_ AN “ >7.,
- ~ .
R S Sonja SERVOLAA - o T
. Adult Eddcation Sectlon .~
UNESCO

. o ‘ Paris

S ° . )
. - - . %
C - Mr. Paul H. BERTBLSEN, _cfzef d
. Adult BEducation Section
UNESCO
Paris- : _zl
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WORKING SCHEDULE

MONDAY 22 MARCH - - o

7/

‘Welcome -

Session .I
4

THESAURUS OF ADULT EDUCATION TERMS

- modification of the Unesco : IBE Education Thesaurus
to make it more responsive' to adult education needs;

- production of supplementary microthesaurus accomoda=
ting special adult education termsy

- selection of terms dnhd arrangement of facets to meet
the needs of deep indexing adult education documents.

Session II

THESAURUS continued .

D ) o .f

TUESDAY 23 MARCH

y

Session III | « o {.
.

DICTIONARY OF ADULT EDUCATION\TERMS E/F - R/E |

L

- aelqction“of terns AN

~ accuracy of definitions ‘

- organization of terms, :

- equivalenis : Spanish, Russian ‘\

. , ¢
Session IV .

4

COOPERATIVE EDUCATIONAL ABSTRACTING SERVICE (CEAS)

Adult Education Series 'r o .

- general presentatlon of the service, ‘
- identification of publications to be abstracted
= diffusion, feed back. o . '

) S ‘ ’ . J

WEDNESDAY 24 MARCH ) : . - .

Session V . o Z/ )

CEAS Adult Educatioh Abstracts tontinued

a4
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P Session VI

' ADULT EDUCATION DIRECTORIES

Docﬁd;ntation and Information services

. . National Bbards and Councils
) . Associations e '
. Periodlcals
. Documentation services providing abstracts %
. List of Directories ‘
v . ., .
~ Criteria for inclusion ¢
- snnotations, worksheets )
- indexes

QUESTIONNAIRES for colle¢ting information on Adult,
* Education Periodicals and Organizations relating
* to the project of Inifrnational Handbook of Resources
- for Educators of Adults by Prof. A. Charters, .
¢+ - Syracuse University.

AY

- comnents
- suitability of the information collected as anno-
tations for Unesco directoriese.

THURSDAY 25 MARCH

.

Session VII-

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL REPORTING SERVICE (IERS)’
-, 5 v .

‘ ~ general presentation of the service . . '
- adult education contributions

Session VIII e

Neeting with Paolo FREIRE from ¥orld Council of
. . Churches \
P X
*’\. THESAURUS continued \ \

-

FRIDAY 26 MARCH
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS-

“

l. Draft Agenda

. . L3
" 2. Tentative list of participants

3. 'UNESCO, The Thesaurus of Adult Education Terms, first draft.
version.

. ” .
ol 'y A Comparetive Dictionary of Adult Education Terms,
) first draft version. L

Se . /BIE, Directory of Documentation and Information
Servioes in Adult Education, provisional edition.

6. , National Adult Education Boards and Councils, a list
' of addresses, second edition.

7o y Adult Education Associations, a list of addresses,
second edition.

8. » Adult BEducation Periodicals, a list of addresses.
fourth edition. .

9. » Documentation Centres prov1d1dg abstracts on Adult
Education Literature, a 11st of addresses, first
edition.

K

10, , List of Adult Education Directories, prellmlnary
edition.

11. /IBE, CEAS Abstracts, Adult Education Series n° AE/2,1975

12. Dr. Titmus' letter of 11l September 1975 concerning Thesaurus
- Terms.
13. 2 questionnaires relating to collecting information on Adult
Education Periodicals and Adult Eduoation Organizations by
Prof. A. Charters, Syracuse University.

14, UNESCO/IBE, Final Report of Meeting of Experts on Documenta-
tion and Information services for Adult Education (Geneva,
29 MNay- 1 June 1973). | <




