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BLACK AND IMMIGRANT CHILDREN IN MONTREAL:
A CURRICULA COMPARISON

Much has been written about the educational plight of the black inner
city child (i.e. Ciark, 1963; Deutsch et al, 1971; Fischer, 1968; Little and
Smith, 1971; Miller, 1967; Riessman, 1962; Silberman, 196T; Weinberg, 1972),
the Svanish speaking child (i.e. Carter, 1970; Manuel, 1965; Sex;on, 1965)
and the migrant child (Haney, 1967) in the American school system. Few
researchers have investigated the educational p;obiems and trends of the
black and immigrant communities (most notably Greeks, Chinese, Portugese)
in Canadé. While several studies have investigated the apvroriateness of the
inner city curriculum (Derevensky & Mitchell, 1974) in Montreal, and the
irmigrant problem (Ashworth, 1975; Bhatnagar, 1975; Mowart & St. Lawrence,
1969) in general, the vpresent study attempted to look at several underlying
curriculum variables influencing the course of study as it is implemented .
in the inner city and to determine whether differences exist between the
schools serving the black and immigrant communities. More specifically, the
present study examined such variables as class size, and personnel policies

as they relate to academic curricula.
Method

Information and data were obtained from ten English-speaking elementary
schools within the Protestant School Board of Greater Montreal (PSBGM). All
schools had been delineated as inner city schools and varied in the size and

composition of their population. Five of the schools were primarily composed’

of immigrant children (Greek, Chinese and Portugese), two representing the

black community and the remaining. three schools consisted of second and third
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coneration (anadian <hildren from low socio-—economic areas. Information was

ol tained +hrourt teacher int-rviews, personnel rccords and responses to a

< ’ ) .
westionnalre, A uestlionnaire which dealt with bilographical data, aspects

of the curriculum, currort services and instructional methods was distributed
to all classroom toachers in inner schools. One hundred and nine (L7%)

comrlated questionnalres wor? received. Interviews regarding curriculum

aQ

' raattors wers conduct~d with rrincirals, the Black liason officer, the Greek Lo

liacn officer, asoistant nrincirals, curriculum consultants, coordinators .

of 1 roerans, and School Zoard personnel resvensible for voliey decisions in

i

inner city schools.  The results of the Reading and Mathematics subtests of

—

the' Ttanford Achiuvement Taest were obtained through Schéol Board Records.

Results

Sehoel s withiin the Black community ‘were found to have the lowest
teachaor-ruril classroom ratio (22.3:1) with no significant differences

between schools within the immiegrant community (28:1) and low SES whites

(2€..9:1). A sisnificant difference between actual classroom ratios ;
(x = 20.h:1) and official school board ratios (x = 20.7:1) was found

(t =95.78, d4f =18, ¢ ¢ -001) within all iﬁner city schools. The greatest
discrerancies tetween actual classroom and offiéial cléssroom‘rétios were
found in schools within the black community. -

Pri;cipals irn b]éck schools were found to have the least amount of
administfativ; exverience with those in immigrant schools,hafing the most
radministrative exrerience within the innef citv. In addition, principals
in all inner city schoois.tend to have less administrative experience
(x = 4.8 yearsj wﬂen matched with high SES schools (x = 6.5 years). While . R

more teachers have probationary status (less than two years teaching

‘experience) in the black community schools (approximately 30 percent) -as .
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comrared with s-beals in the immicrant community (20 vercent) and low SES

commun. it (00 g@ent V) fe rarcral, teachers in schools in the black
romrini L bond no o have the mast teachine exrerience of all inner city
Cl

Fennnla, Howeves, whon comrared to teachors outside the inner city,

ot

sachers in middle eclass seheols have sisnificantly more teaching experience

2
_ o . . N 2 e
(r = .79, 4f = o ¢ .01 ard 1955 numter of rrobationaryv teachers (x© = 3.93,
ds = Y, n."n).

Lo sirnificant differcences were found between the black and imnigrant

- &%

Studont s rerforrancs soores

5]

on tne éeadinv subtest of the Stanford Achievément

Tent.  Yowever, 1t shcould te noted that at the grade four and six level,

avyroximatoly 69 ;e%cont of tie black children, 87 percént of the immigrant
children and fR vercent of the low SES wihiite children achieved reading scores
below mrade level. ]

The results on the Mathematics subtest or the Stanford Achievement
Test administered'at the grade four and six level revealed that the low SES
Canadian children Bad the highest Mathematics scores (47 percent on or above
~rade levei) within the inner city. Further analysZS revealed that immigrant
children performed suverior (32 percent on q@ above grade level) on the

Mathematics subtest to black children (9 percent on or above grade level).
Discussion

Within the inner city, the educational compoﬁénts'essentia; for
academic sucgess are indeed complex. There is little argument that a
multitude of factors can and do affect the academic climate, the legfning
environment and the success rate of inner city children.' While no inner

city school truly reoresents a homogeneous ropulation, the inner city‘withih

Montreal and mspy Canadian cities represents a wide heterogeneous mixture of

-
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m.ny cultural and ethnic minorities.
. The role of the teacher and vrinecipal in inner city schools ds

N
exceadingrly difficult. Children in inner city schools tend to make greater

N ~

academic and non-academic demands on teachers, who in turn require mpore
administrative suprort. ©Small differences were found concerning the amount
of ieaching and administrative exnerience amghgst the black and immigrant
schools, however, teachers and principals oGtside the inner city have
sirnificantly more teaching and administyétive exverience than those within

/

the irner city. ‘lince a~1arse proportign of students within inner city
schools are retardend in thelr academf& ski1lls, an experiénced and stable
'/. ’ . . . )

staff can best be alle to select an arprorriate curriculum which can ensure
a "rrover match" tetween materials and activities and the child's dévéléﬁ-
mental level. -

Within the inner city, black schools aprear, on the surface, to have
some advantagces. They have the lowest teacher-pupil classroom ratio and
teachers having the most teaching experiencé. Yet, principals in blaék
schocls tend to have the least amount of administrative experience and a
fFreater provortion of teachers (approximately 30 perceat) have less than
two years teaching exrerience (probationary status). Schools within the :
biéck community often have many experienced éhd teachers new to the
profession, with few having four or_ five years of experience; Black students
were found to have the lowest mathematics dchievement scores (91 percent below
grade level) and reading achievement scores (85 percent below grade level)

amonest all the inner city schools. In contrast, the low SES white population

apbearS‘to be the most "advantaged" with 68 percent of students scoring below

’

grade level in Reading and 53 vercent scoring below grade level in Mathematics.




While the rarticular teaching strategies and methods that are most
suc¢cssfu1 with varticular inner city children often tend to be similar to
those used in other schools, their applications may differ. An ess=ntial
prerciuisite for the develorment and implementation of successful strategies

. for ursrading scholastic attainment is the an&lysis of fhe learner's needs.
It is this ability in coﬁjunction with an indepth understanding of the child's
”fnvirﬂnment, th; dissonances between his self-exvectations and school tasks,

and the child-rearing v»ractices of the immigrant grouv that contribute to

effoctive instruction.

Conclusion

- - ) -~

_— The purvose of this study was to revort on findings that explored the
relationship hetween underlying curriculum variables and standardized academic
tests on black and immirrant children in Montreal. :

We found' that school board data on class siz; seemed to be discrepant
with actual class séze; that the versonnel in inner city schools seemed to be
less exrerienced than non inner city schools; that both black and immigrant .
grouns perform equally poorly on standardized reading tests and that black
children have more difficulty than immigrant children on standardized math

test

[

These results do not seem discrepant from other studies of lower SES
schools. Oﬁce asain, we reaffirm there is a problem in the skill areas. -
Once arain, we reaffirm that teachers and administrators leave the inner
city whenever possible. Once'again, we find.that stated district ﬁolicy

- (i.e. class size) does~not match with the actual classroom situation. The

issues for us are: 1) are communities going to make the necessary commit-

ments of time, energy and money to make successful intervention in schools?
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'2) will this intervention- try to match the child, his cultg;g\gﬁd instfﬁctiongi :

task? anc3) will we learn from our past mistakes or make them once again?
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