- -

DCCUSEBT RESURE -

BD 125 982 35 . SO 009 28s
AUTHOR " Jensed, Eichard J.; Friedkerger, Mark
‘TITLE . fducation and Social Structure: Aa Historical 5%ady

of Zcowa, 1875-1930./ Firal Eeport.
SECY¥S AGEXCY rational Inst. of Education (DHEN), Washingtcre,

DCC.

£08 DATE 76

Granr BE-G-00-3-0-0067

NOTE 266p.

EDES PEICE NF-32.83 EC-3$14.65 Plus Postage.

DESCEITTORS *2ducational Benefits; *Educational Hlstory,
Zducational Mobility; Gccupational Bebility; Raral
‘Education; Pural Population; *Eural Urban .

Ciffererces; *Social History; *Social Bobility;

Sccial Science Research; Social Structere;

Socioeconosic Influences; Socioeconcsic Status;

Urited States History; OUrban Popdlation
IDENTIFIEPS *Iowa

ABSTIACT .
Tkis report exasines the effect of education on

occupation, incose, social sobility, and teaching as a profession in
Iowa fros 187C tc 1950. Particular attertion is given to the ispact
of: socioeconomic background upon scholastic achievesent, length of
schocling, and drcpcut rates. The Iowa state census sanuscripts and
the federal census provide the data for the study. Pindings indicate
¢that during the carly 20th century Iowa lost ground, with respect to
high sducational attainsent, to the sore industrial states bacause
rural education showed little isprovement fros the 19th century.
0ld-stock popnlat;on with a Protestact religious background showed
sore interest ir educatior than newv imBigrants with a-catholic or
Lutheran religious background. Overall, household heads were less
educated thar their spouses due to a desand for wosen teachers.
Fasily background was an isgortant detersinant of staying in school,
vhile the children cf farsers continued to drop out like their
parents had done. For farmers, education sade a sinor contribution to
intergenerational social and econosic sobility, since increasing .
inheritance of wealth was tke k2y determinant of econosic status. In
urban Iowa, education bad a sore positive -effect con .econosic
achievesent. In conclusion, although agdern ‘channels of mobility
tkrough education existed throughout this period of tramsition, the
traditicnal opportunities for sobility through property accusulation
rela1ped sore attraciive to6 the avarage Iowan. (Author/DE)

l’...’..‘...4..‘#.#...‘#ti..tt.l...#....t.....*..?.......‘..#..t..‘..“

* Documents acquired by BRIC include sany inforsal unpublished *
* materials not available fros other sources. LEIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, itess of marginal -*
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the gquality +*
* of the siczcfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC sakes available *
% via th=2 BRIC Docd-ent Reproduction Service (EDRS). ZDRS is not *
* resgpoasible for the gquality of the original docusent. Beirdductions *
» *
* s

' supplied by 2DRS aTre the best that cam be sade fros the original.
t#tttttttttttt#itt.#tt#tttttttlttt#t*ttttttttttttttttttt#ttttt*#ttttt

*

- +




ED125982

Sg ooy &Fy

B igﬁf“

|
us M'Al!b{ﬁl“
- !lua!’m‘-(g:(m“m |
Xaveouay INSTITUYE oF
EPUCATYs0u
=3 DOCuwENT ~ag
- MEx ®
M;.‘ €0 ExtCI3w x3 RELETVED fm
‘“t rr:mmmc:.suumo-m
s';';& T PO TL 08 LW OR OF 10
5£'- _{9 OO wer NEIESSARn Y ngveg.
Eh = 2 4% ) NATITARL INGISTYTE
EDULLTI0m, POYI-ON OX BOLICY *

FINAL REPORT

Education and Sociasl Structure:
An Historical Study of Iows, 1870-1930

National Institute of Education Project No. NE-G-00-3-0-0067

Richard . Jemsen ardMark Friedberger

The Newberry Library %}
Chicago, 11linois h

, 1976

The tesear?( reported herein was performed pursuant to a
grant congfact with the National Institute of Education,
U.S. Departaent of Health, Educeation, and Welfare. Con-
tractors undertaking such projects under Government spon-
sorship are encouraged to express freely their professional
judgment in the conduct of the project. Points of view or
orinions stated do not, therefore, necessarily represent
official National Inscitute of Education position or policy.

N -



®y

-~

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Tables

_List of Figures

Acknowledgments
CHAPTER 1 Introduction
CHAPTER 11 The Setting, the Data, and the Research Design

. CHAPTER 111

CHAPTER 1V

CHAPTER V

CHAPTER V1
CHAPTER V11

CONCLUSIGNS

Education and Social Structure

Occupational Mobility in the Rural Midwest
Occupational obility and Socioeconomic
Achievement

Geographical Mobility in an Agricultural Society

The Overseers: Teachers and School Boards

METHODOLOGICAL APPENDIX ’

BIBLIOGRAPHY

2.1
3.1

4.1

5.1
6.1
7.1

8.1




114

LIST OF TABLIS

Table Page
2.1 Ethnicity and Occupationsl Distribution, 1925. 2.5
2.2 ZEthaicity and Fducational Attaioment, 1925. 2.6
2.3 Religion and Occupation, Heads of Bousehold,1925. 2.7

3.1 Characteristics of Rural Townships, and Villsges, 1925. 3.9

3.2 Characteristics of Towns, and City Sampling Avess, '3.16 4 J
3.3 Are and Type of Schooling, 1325. j.21
3.4 Locality, 1925, and Type of Schooling. 3.21
3.5 Birth Place, and Type of Pducation, 1925. 3.24
3.5 Ethoicity, snd Type of Education, 1925. 3.26
3.7 Religion, and Type of Education, 1925. 3.26
3.8 Type of Education and Occupatiocn, 1925. ~ i 3.28
3.9 Earninzs, and Type of Educatiom, 3.28
3.10 Ycars‘of Education, and Locality. 3.3

3.11 Father's Occupation and Percentage of High School

Graduates, and College Matriculates, 1925. 3.32
3.12 Occupation, and Yéars of Pducation, 1925. 3.33
3.13 Years of !ducatioﬁ. Age, and Inccme, 1915, 3.36

3.14 Collese Matriculates.ss a Percentage of the Ethno-
Peligious Population, 1925, 3.38

3.15 liean Years of Pducation, Ethaicity, Religion, and

Locality, 1925. 3.40

‘ 3.16 Husband's Education, aand WWife's FPducation, 3.46
3.17 Grade Petardation of Eldest Children, 3.49

3.18 Percent of Children still im School, 3.50

ERIC 4




Tadle
4.1A
4.13
4.2
4.3
£.4
4.5
4.6
£.7

4.8

4.9

4.104
4.108
4.10C
4.10D

4.102

4.11A

4.118
4.124

4.128

£.134

4.133

4.14

‘le

Page
Yertility and Survivorship by Occupatioa. 4.3
Crowa Sons of Iows Farsers ia 1910. 4.3
Intergenerstional Mobility Outfiow 4.5
Intergenerstional Mobility Outflow, 1925. 4.6
Intergenerational Mobility Inflow. 4.8
Intergenerational Mobiliry Ieflow, 1925. 4.9
Occupation, 1915 by Occupation, 1925. 4.11
Occupation, 1925 by Occupatiom, 1915. _ - 4.12
Intreganeraticnal Mobility, First Job ‘by Occupatioa
1n 1925, Men Aged 28-45. 4.13
Occupation in 1925, sad First Jobs. -~ 4.14
Intergenerstional Mobility, Observed Rates. 4.16
Observed Outflow Rates 4.16
Standardized Outflov Rates 4.16

Ratio of Observed Outflow Rates to Standardized Rates. 4.17
Differance 1n Outfiow Rates. _ 4.17
5m of the Xiddle Class, Status and Educstion. 4.19
Sons of the Middle Class, Observed to Expected Rates. 4.19
Sons of the Working Class, Status by Rducatiom. 4.2

Sons of the Working Class, Observed to Expected

Rates. .21
Farsers' Sons, Status by Educationm. 4.23
Parmers’ Sons, Observed to Rxpected Ratios. 4.2)

Father's Yerm Value, and Pather's Acresge, by
Son’s Yarm Value, and Son's Acresge. 4.30

Acreage 1925 by Birth Order. .31

iv




Table
&.16
&4.17A

4.173

&.17C

4.18A

4.188

4.180

5.1

5.2

5.3

S5.4A-

5.43

5.4C

.54

5.58

Yars Value, 1915, by Birth Order

Cornbelt Farm Family Inmter-marrisge c. 1890-1915
Cornbelt Farm Family Observed Iater-marriage

c. 1910-1933

Co'tllbclt Fera Family Expected Inter-msrriage

c. 1910-1933

Observed Sou's Status by Religion

Expected Son's Status by Religios

fotal Rffect of Father's Status om Sou's Statws

by Religion

Total Rffect of Religiom o= Soa's Status Costrollisg
for Yather's Statws

Zero-Order Correlstioas for Occupatiomsl Mobility Model
Yars Mobility,1913, Zero-Order Correlatioms snd Bets-
Coefficients, é!btuu sad Youmg Farmers

Mean 1915 Esrnings of Iowa Worksrs by Father's Occ.
Income of Iovans with Differemt Asoumts of Schooling
Incu-' of Iovans with Different Asouats of Schooling
Urban Sample

Iocome of Iowams with Differeat Amounts of Schooliag
Yara Sample

Mean 1915 Esraings of Ioweas by Occ. Category, Traced
Sample

Mean Xarnisgs of Karnings by Occupational Category,

Urban Sample

Page
4.32
4.34

4.34

"03‘

4.37

&.37

4.37

..”
5.4

5.12

5.15"

5.17

5.17

5.18

5.21

5.21




Table

5.1

4.2

6.6

5.7

- 6.8

6.9

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

g

fean

of the Grand “fean. Traced Szmpla.

iraings of Imsans by Accunation as a Percentage

Page

5.21

HYear 1215 Zsrnings of Iowans by Tthaicity and Peligion

“ain Savole.

“Hiaratory Behavior, Towa, 1870-1225.
Mut-nirrant Destinations, afrison founty, Iowa-
453,
Miaration Patterns of Géﬁ Grade Toys, Story County,
Towa, 1928-1941.

Towa Trban Puwellers, their Origins and dccupations.
“ezn Iarnines and “fean Ffucafion, and Type of
“fi~ration, 1915.

Zero-Order Correlations for Occupational Mobility

-

ocel, ﬁural—gfbaﬂ,ané

3T

Urban “lon-‘‘overs.

Tharacteristics of Professionals, and Unskilled
Laborars, "ural-irpan “figrants.

Yistance “oved by Occupation.

Zirration and Farn “lealth

Farm Yaiue, Ethnicity, Religion, 1925.

Career Teachers: Zero-Nrder Correslatiors

*iean Tducation, Income, and Occupation Scores

Standardization

6.16
6‘21

6.22

N
.

N
3%

£.25




vii

LIST GF PIGURES

Figure Page
3.1 Sampling Points, Iows, 1925. 3.5

5.1 Path Diagram, Occupational Mobility Model, Urban Yowa

1915. 5.8
6.1: Farm Destinations. ’ A 6.10
6.2 Village/Trading Center Destinations. 6.11
6-3 C{ty Destinations. 6.12

6.4 Path Diagrzm, Occupational Model, Rural-Urban Movers,

Urbaa Xon-Movers, 1915. 6.25




This study could not have been completed without the cooperation
of a large number of people, and institutions. The Hational Institute of
Education gambled that this sort of study could actually be done. Wa weuld
also like to thank the staff at the Historical Building in Des Moines, Iowé,
for unlimited access to Iowa state census materials. The county clerks of

‘our 25 rural sampling places in Iowa alloweé us to use their ta; records.
The Zational Archives in tiashington, and the Federal Record Center in Xansas
City, made avai%ablalthe 1200 Federal Census and its éoundex Indexes, and
the 1880‘agricu1tutal Census of Icwa. Both were crucial for a successful
research effort. Joan Friedbergci patiently copled and coded thousands of
apparently meaningless aigits. The staff of the Computer Center at the
University of Yllinois, Chicago Circle, continued to give us excellent
support on matters of data analysis. Robert XKarrow, at very short notice,
made a map of our sampling places. And the staff at the llewberry Library,
especially Sandy ifichels, typed the many drafts to this report without

complaint, and made sure the final product met the deadline after a

considerable amount of last minute revisions.




1.1
CHAPTER I - . <

Introduction

The Study: Its Context and Objectives

i3

Industrialization and urbanization, ﬁistorians have long agreed,
are the basic problems in American social history from the Qigil War to
the 1930s. Demographic trends, immigration, sex roles, etﬁqo-cultural
conflict, social mobility, economic Enequality and class differentiation
are subsidiary themes that, to a large degree, are interpreted in ter&s

1
of industrialization and urbanization. In this book we seek to illuminate

all these‘topics by a case study of the social strué;;re of Towa in the
early 20th century, with particular reference to the role of educat;on
and social mobility. i N

While we agree that cultural values are just as important as
demograpi.iz facts in social history, we have not attempted a full scale
analysis of value systems here? We have used a version of the -modern-
traditional paradigm, finding that it provides a satisfactory interpret;ve
model of tﬁe roles of ethnocultural groups, educational reform, economic
change and social stratification. Scholars with a visceral objection to
this approach are invited to consider our evidence.— °

A key "modern" value is emphasis on upward socialﬁhobility,rcoupled
with complete trust in the efficacy of education in. transforming individuals
and society from tradi;ion to moderﬂity. Education is seen as the ’ s
method by which individual talents can be identified, enrhanced and

applied to life's challenges, thus shifting the basis of status from

ascriﬁed (inherited) to achieved factérs. Only recently have the socigl

+

sciences developed data collection and aﬁalysis techniques capable of
¢ o y

-
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dealing with the causes of stratification.

‘. In a2 nutshell, industrialization refers to the modernization of the
economy, with a shift out of agriculture into blue collar and white

; collar occupations. Urbanization is the geographical shift of people
from farms to towns and cities. Demoéraphic trends of greatest importance
are the fertility ,atterns of occupational groups. Sex roles,,esbecially
thé assignment of women to housewives and teachers, mean that male
occupatiuns must be of the central focus. With white collar' jobs producing
far more status and income than blue collar jobs; the class differentiation
of urban society is intimately linked to economic inequality. Tor
analytic purposes, we will claséify families whOse«hgad is employed in &
white collar job as middle class, in a blue collar job as workingclass.
True, this obscures important psychological identifications and -attitudes,
but a quite different research strategy is required to handle such
problems. Immigration and ethno-cultural differences will be treated in
terms of observed place of birth and angounced religious preference of
indi&iduals; we will not attempt to analyze the Eollective value system
of ethnocultural groups in this book.
Very little historical research has appeared that makes use of
these approaches to gauge the importanée of education in the process of
4

industrialization and urbanization. The reasons are simple. Even for ;

sociologists, and economists the problem of securing suitable data--

B : ',x
material which measures key events in the life cycle~-is both expensive and ¥

o

time consuming to collect. For historians these complications arec
compounded because such data is virtually non-existent before 1940~-and

19
then it is only in published form or found in widely scattered school s

. -

system or college archives. Fortunaggly‘two midwestern states, Towa and

II South Dakota, did collect educational attainment data in the early 20th century

S i1

- 2
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in their state sponsored censuses, and this data was preserved.

This study Qill use the Iowa materialsgfor‘;wo basic gurposzs. The
first will be to rigorously measure the effect of éduc;tion on individuai
li§es in the years before mass secondary and toiiege education was the
norm.. Here the emphasis:will not be on the specific content of the
individual educational experience—-the changing curriculum, the relation- l
ship between teacher§ and students, and the daily activities within the
school itself-but rather with the amount and type of schooling and its

influence on csreer .contingencies, particularly occupation, income, and

age. At the same time we are interested in expldring the impact of what

'sociologists call socio-economic background--religion, ethnicity, and

class——upon scholastic achievementj length of schooling, and conversely

«

upon drop-out rates. Although the nature of the material made it impossible
to deal, except inferentially, with the ;ultural impact of education, it
was possible to gauge its effect upon the social structure of Iowa.

Special attention will be paia to its influence on social and geographic
mobility, and in addition on the 1life and workﬂof the teaching profession.
The second objective stems nagurélly'from the first, but will rest on

less systematic evidence. It will attempt to understand why schooling

was given little priority in an agricultural society, which for its time

" was modern and affluent, when éducati%n;provided the "cultural bridge"

for rural youth who could not find opportunities on the land.

Related Research

In the literature there are several approaches which anaiyze ceducation

and its relationship to society. The first, the economist’s view, is
; P p

built on the simple premise that the richest, fastest érowing societies

|




invest heavily in education, and that peopie who are the Dost successful o
and socially nobile ére those with the nostAeducation. On the one hand
scholars have concentrated on measuring aggregate investments in education,
and educational systems. They have atgempted to calculate overall
costs, and the income>féregone by the total population in coaopleting
schooling. Fishlow, for example, has taken historical data frono states
and regions and compared levels of investment in education; and Denison
has boldly attributed 20th century US growth to investment in education

and technology. On the other hand, and more pertinent here, economists
have undertaken individual huﬁan capital analysis. Schultz and Becker,

to mention the nost well known, have used 1940 US census data on education
and income to show how much extra years'of schooling cost, how mgch they
were worth insincreased life time earnings, and what the financial rate,

of return wvas. .

In an agricultural society, and especially one with a relatively
traditional pépulation in which an important minority were of first or
second gensration immigrant origins, where success on the farm was
synonymous ;ity long hours of drudge;y, it was not surprising that
ambitions were set at accumulating “material capital” (farm.machinery,
farm«buildings,;anigals, and land) as opp?sed to investing assets in
"human capital" (the education of children, and new vocatioral siilla
for the farmers themselves). However, during a period yhen the perceptions
- about education were changing, it is impértant to partly replicate éhe
Schult;}and Becker approach and calculate e;;nings forgone by high
school and college students, and the eventual returns post-primary
education brought the minority who stayed in séhool; As levels of

educational attainment in JTowa were modest, it was fortunate that we

were able to.disfinguish between those who received their education in

A
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)

rural ‘one-roon éEhools, and those who attended graded primary schools.
Just as it is vital to measure how economically rewarding education
was to an ipdividual in the early twentieth century, so it is of interest

to find out which groups were concerned with obtaining an educatior, and

which were not. As Inkeles and his colleagues have suggested, esucation

—

is one of the most important ingrediéﬁts to the mske up of the “modern”
individual. Inkeies sees wmodernity as an active future orientated.
psychological attiFude, with education enhanciné tﬁe desire for achievement
by providing tools such as reading, writing, arithmetic, the systematic
analysis of problems, and the appeal to scientific authoriéy. In contrast,
in the opposite camp, traditgonalism is conceived as family rather than
career orientated, fatalistic, and passive.7 In Iowa, even in the 19th
century, no stark polarization existed, though a spectrum of moderr to
traditional wvaiues, behaviors and aspirations can be identified. Ethno-
Teligious groups, for example, can be roughly,classified:’ 05 the

modern side were the Yankee-British-Scandinavian pietists, versus, on

the traditional, Continental ethnic groups, but especially Catholics and
German Lutherans. Our hypothesis suggests the Yankees and other pietists
were more interested in forward looking behavior with education as a

pajor vehicle for mobility, with the Continentals, the traditionalists,
exceedingly ambivalent towards education and its potential. With no

other indicators of a psychological value ;ystcm available, we shall use
religious affiliation material as a2 proxy. In which case emphasis will |
be placed upon the "mo&ern" pletistic concern with fulfilling individual ~
potential, in contrast to the traditionalistic liturgical insistence

that group or family affairs were more important than individual :

accomplishment.

14.
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Political intersretations about the role of education are also

inmportant to this study, for schooling has remained 2 controversial
lIocal political concern inm ail types of environoents. As & sy=zbolic
cultural issue, especially whea it concersmed English language schooling,
educational reforn caused censiderable conflict in several midwest
states, particularly Illinois and Wisconsin. In Iowa, this issve was
rore muted, though ethno-cultural battles did rage over the liquor
question in the last half of the iSth century.9 Hore important in Iowa
was the issue of the local control of school systems. This matter
dovetails nicely into the major historiographical debate over the reforn
of public education in the United States. The classic theme in the
history of education was that the public school system was a microcosn
of democracy at work. The theme postulates that working men and yecman
farngrs denanded education to raise themselves up, that they Tetained a
vital intefest in, and control of, their local systems, and relied on
them to channel the aspirations of generations of youth rtowards upward
19
social mobility.

Recent revisionist interpretations attempt to stand this on its
head. Katz, Tyack, and Cremin, for instance, see compulsory public
schools as engines of social control, but they agree on little else.
Cremin attempted to show that aggressive reformers sought to moderﬁize‘

11
society, and uplift farmers and immigrants. Katz offered an alternative

>exp1anation in which the middle classes sought to make the working

classes docile, prevent their upward rise, and make them accept their
1ow"stat&s by proving to'theg that they did not have the capability to
do better. Thereby,lth;s radical interpretation suggests, the wquing
classes were made pliable fodder for low skilled blue coliar jobs,'and

prograns of vocational education were designed to channel their energies

15
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into making profits for the capitalist elite. Finally, another revisionist

variation concerned the seizure of control of power in school systems by
bureaucrats and teachers in the name of efficiency and expertise. The
objective was to suppress local control, especially by consolidatiag
country school districts. Vhile this study will not attempt to resolve
the conflicting interpretations, it can contribute by tzking a closer
look at ;he,issue of local control, and by providing empirical estimates
of how important sthooling in facé was in determining 1ife chances.-

In a society undergoing the transformation from essentially a semi-
subsistence frontier economy to one on the threshold of mechanized and
sophisticated agriculture, education was perceived in a rather different
light than was the case in an urbah society. Farm children were important
as a source of iabor, and the influence of farmers was powerful enough
qq‘gnsure that school terms and vacation periods did not intryde upon
pé;iods of planting and harvesting. Provided farmers remained in positions
of authority on school boards, they could ensure that public education
- never became a financial burden, and that the local schgol avoided

transmitting aspirations which were damaging to farming as a way of

iife. As in all agricultural societies rural people in Iowa were somewhat
distrustful of post-primary education, An academic curriculum in secondary
school, it was believed, tended to draw a student’s orientation away

from the land and mzke a child too eager to run off to the city. An

important portion of this study, therefore, will be devoted to assessing

the role of education and its effect on mobility in a rural environment

vhich was uneasy about the effects of over-—education.

_ Just as there was debate over change in public education in the

last 106 years, so there is disagreement in the ranks of sociologists

‘ over the importance of education in the mobility process. The work -of
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#. Lloyd Yarner and his associates attempted to show that schools and
14
education played a minor role in generating mobility. This theme was

revived by other scholars until it was exhaustively explored br Coleman,

and then by Jencks, who especially took a wholly negative view of the
15
part education played in making society nore equal. Jencks had benefited

fron the work of Blau and Duncan, who in their path breaking American
) 16

Occupational Structure had revolutionized the study of social mobility.

For not only were the two authors concerned with rigorously exanining
intergenerational mobility from the experience of a large national
sazple, they went considerably further. They developed a model which

was built on the premise that background and life cycle experiences
determined, to a certain extent, socioeconomic status. In short, with
the use of multivariate.statistical analysis they designed a ‘causal

nodel to explain the influence of ascribed status upon education, and in
turn of schooling upon occupation.17 In cosntrast to Blau and Duncan,

who assigned a key role to education in the measurement of upward social
nobility, Jencks, in his wide ranging Inequality was less sanguine ’
eicher about the role of education, or the "openness' of American society.
He found that although background had some effect on educational chances,
education itself had only a slight influence on income.18 As both

Jencks and Duncan employed the same data, and offered different interpretatioas
about the effect background and intervening variables had on social

status, the availability of historical data from a largely rural population

should provide an alternative perspective. .

»

Since the appearance of the American Occupational Structure an

enormous amount of research has been conducted which employed the basic

model of father's occupation and education, number of siblings, respondents’

education, and occupation, to predict status. Recently much emphasis
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has been placed on panel studies which folicowed specific age cohorts
throughout their life cycles, rather than using cross sectional data
obtaired at ore point in tire 2nd a synthetic cohort design.lg Lack of
sophisticated measures of background variables, particularly of individual
aspirations and intelliigence quotients, has made exact replication
inpossible with our more lisited historical material. EHowever, the
original Duncan formulation of the model, and a later revision of it,
were the foundations on which the nultivariate model in this study was
based.20 )

Three problens: sample attrition, the dominance of men with rural
backgrounds, and measurement difficulties, prevented a wholly satisfaciory
replication. As will be shown,‘the phvsical robility of the Iowa
pqgulation and some inadequacies in the records, prevented the “recapture"
of a large number of sample members. At the Same time, inter—generational

occupational analysis with first generation city dwellers whose fathers

were farmers tended to bler results. 3But the most troublesome flaw in

~our procedures, the lack of satisfactory occupational scores for each

specific occupational category, forced a substitution of empirically

derived generic scores for occupational groupings. _

More successful was our attempt to contribute to the central theme
21

of industrialization in the history of American social mobility. =~ That

is the movercent of blue collar workers to white collar positions and

>

vice-versa, and perhaps more important, the movement of men from farm to
non~-farm occupations. This latter phenomenon has been virtually ignored
by historians of urbanization, although the cross national research on

industrialization and change in social structure by Lipset and Bendix

fs
and more recently by Hazelrigg, offered a comparative dimension with
22

which to judge the same process in Iowa.

138
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Ia previcus historical studies which have investigated social

20bility, the standard method has involved the linkage of information

for individuals in the same city or county at two points in time, either
intra-or inter-genmerationally. Linkages have often proved so difficulr
that few parameters except race and ethnicity have been used by historians

23
in cermparing data on social nobility. In this study with coatrols

such as education, and religion added to the analysis, and the capability
of tracing the backgrounds of individuals beyond county boundaries to
anywhere within Iowa, we can not only add to the understanding of social
mobility, but of geographical zmobility also.

Increasingly after 1900 the drift ef rural people to the cities
attracted scholarly attention, and researchers were especially concerned
with the educational preparation these cityward migrants received before
they started to work in the cities. 1In Iowa a large surplus of farm
children tended to linmit opportunities, and forced children to lcok
élsewhere for careers. It was obvious by 1890 that most would have to
leave the land. Thus there was great potential for emphasis on schooling

to prepare youth for the move from rural areas to urban. Or to put this

in economic terms, for rural people to place less emphasis on the accumulation

" of land as their greatest resource, and more on the education of their

children as an investment for the future.

0f course, large numbers of farmers did not leave their familiar
environments and therefore there is a neced to come to some understanding
of open country social structure in a period of lowering expectations
for farmers. As the important studies by Curti, Bogue, and Cogswell on
Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa have suggested, cornbelt social structure
was exceedingly fluid before 1880, and the ascent of the "agricultural

24
ladder"” was a common experience for most farmers. {owever, work done

19 ’ .
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1.11
by rural ¢conomists, and sociologists around the end of ¥forld ¥sr I

indicated that the cornbelt no lenger haé its early fluidity, and that
inkeritance rather than the traditioggl slow movement up the ladder, was
the key to farm teaure and mobil:‘u:;.',-D

?inally, without a teaching professicn of reasonable competence,
the education ¢f the children of a society would have little utilitarian
valuve. There is no point in discussing the role of education without
spending sone time on the position of teachers. Willard Waller's classic
study of the teaching profession in the period paints a soxevhat dismal
picture and suzgests that the low status of school teachers was largely
attributable to poor {inancial rewards, the lack of congruence between
teaching agg the material culture of America, and the poor image teachers

26 i

possessed. thile ¥aller also concentratéd his attention or the small
town environment, there is a need for an historical perspective on the
social structure of the teaching profession, and whether the negative legacy of
contenporary research was in fact legitimate. Ve will show tgat Iowa

supported a “"dual school system,' one modern, and one traditional, with

quite different teachers, procedures, content and control.

The Orecanization of the Study

-

After a preliminary chapter which describes Iowa in the first two
decades of this century, and the materials used in the study, we shall
investigate the extent of educationmal attainment in 1925. Initially

emphasis will be placed—on the type of school Towans attended (rural

_primary, graded primary, and secondary) and we will compare place of

residence, occupation, religion, ethnicity, and income, with type of

education. The second part of Chapter III will concentrate more on

20
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those who attended high school or college with the object of calculating
the rate of return for secondary and college education, and the amount
of earnings foregone by those who stayed in school after the 8th grade.
A third section will look at the part ethnicity and religion played in
deternining educational attainment, and finally trends in the education
of the spouse and children of each head of household, will be examined.

Chapters IV and V deal with the dynamic aspects of the study: the
effects of background upon education, and in turn education on socioeconomic
status. However, the first priority in Chapter IV will be to show the
impact of industrialization on Iowa's occupatiéﬁal structure over a
generation. We shall use multivariate and counterfactual techniques to
measure the effect of father's status on education and mobility, and
also ethno-religion on social mobility. Only a limited amount of time
will be taken up with an analysis of intra-generational patterns, because
the research design restriétéd opportunities to measure trends in individual
careers. The chapter will conclude with a discussion of farm mobility,
and the participation of farm youth in college ;hrollment in the early
20th century. *

In Chapter V multivariate techniques will utilize the Blau and
Duncan model to measure the relationships betw;;n a man's father’s
occupastion, his number of siblings, education, ethnicity, religion,
occupation, and his income in 1915. Similarly’the farm population will
also be subjected to multivariate analysis to understand inter—génerational
economic trends in the open country. The final part of the chapter is
concerned with further analysis of the relationsﬁip between eduéation
and income, and occupation and income. Chapter VI concentrates on the
patterns ofigeographical movement arouhd the stgte, but especially the

key issues of urbanization, rural-urban migration and the performance of

21
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youth in towns and cities. And the £inal chapter is devoted to an
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ysis of the social structure of the teaching profession, and their

immediate
superiors the school boards in various types of Icwa communities
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3




14,

16'

17.

18.

19.

" (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1967).

\
local communities, and rendering them incapable of progréss. The ] {
Iowa plan of standardizing schools is the very essence of democracy |
for it is voluntary and prascribes oniy minigum requirements,

leaving each community free to develop naturally, working out its

own problems in harmony with its environment.” Report of the"

Iowa Superintendent of Public Instruction 1911 (Des Moines: State

of Iowa, 1912), p. xvii.

¥. Lloyd YWarner, Democré?? in Jonesville (Wew Yofk: Harper, 1949);

and August B. Hollingshead, Elmtown's Youth (New York: John Wiley

and Sons, 1949).

C. Arnold Andefson, YA Skeptical Note on the Relation of Vertical

ifobility to Education,” American Journal of Sociology, 66(1961),

pp. 560-570; Coleman Equality of Educatiomal Opportunity, passim;

Jencks, Inequality.

Peter Blau and Otis Dudley Duncan, The American Occupational Structure

Ibid, -Chapter 5.

4

* -

Jencks; Inequality, p. 227.

Aage B. Sorenson, ‘'A Model for Occupational Success,’ American

Journal of Sociology, 80 (1974), 44-57; Karl Alexan*ir, ané Bruce

K. Ecland, “The Effect of Education on the Social lobility of High

School Sophomores 15 Years later.”" Final Report ERIC Ed.087-207.




i ; 1.18
20. Otis Dudley Duncan, David Featherman, and Beverley Duncan, Sccio-

econonic Background and Achievement (New York: Seminar Press, -

o 1973,

-

21. Stephen Thernstrom, The Other Bostconians (Cambridge, lass: Harvard
University Press, 1973); Lawrence Hazelrigg, "Occupational Mobility

in 19th Century US Cities: A Review of the Evidence,” Social Forces,

53 (1974), pp. 23-25.

22. Seymour Martin Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Social Mobility in

Industrial Society (gerkeleyf University of California Press,

1959); Lawrence Hazelrigg, Cross-dational Comparisons of Father-

to-Son Occupational Mobility,” in Joseph Lopreato and Lionel S.

Lewis, eds., Social Stratification: A Reader (New York: Harper,

1974). 469-493.

-

23. See Thernstrom, The Other Bostonians, pp. 265-288.

* -~

=

24. Herle Curtl, The Making of an American Community (Palo Alto:

»

Stanford University‘Press, 1959); Alan G. Bogue, From Prairie

To Cornbelt (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1963); Seddie \\\\
Cogswell, "Tenure, Mativity, and Age as a Factor in Iowa Agriculture, ‘\“\

1850-1880," Unpublished Ph.d dissertation, University of Towa,

1973.

z

25. %. J. Spillman, “The Agricultural Ladder,"” American Economic Review,

Supplement, 9(1919), pp- 170-179.

26. "illard “aller, The Scciology of Teaching (7ew York: John Wiley and

=

Soas 5 1932) . “ - P

ERIC o 27




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

CHAPTER II

The Setring, the Data and the Research Design

The Economic Structure of Iowa

The one ch;racteristic which pade Tova unique, the fertility of her
soil, ccupled with a fine railroad network, insured that fron the late
1889's commercial agriculture dominated the state’s economic Structure.
Such industry as there was in Towa was alcost entirely based on food
processing, with the reat packing plants in Sioux City, Ottumwa, and
katerloo, and the breakfast cereal factories in Cedar Rapids as examples.
Cne exception to this pattern was the railroad industry which hauled
away the state's products, and brought in manufactu;cd goods.2 Railroads

-

could be considered a sudb~economy in the state, for no less than four

s

major trunk lines crossed Iowa from east to west. Several Iowa cities
had important railrpaé shops on these lines and a substanﬁial population
ol railroad workers lived in some urban areas. The railroads also
helped support a modest coal mining industry in the southern half of the
state.” Therefore, with very few other exceptions Iowa's economy dep:.:dded
uéon agricultural prosperity and the see-saws in the price of corn,
hogs, cattle, and dairy products.

The 1890’5 can be shown to be a water;hed in Towa's history and
econony. Farmers had largely completéé the transition frgm subsistence

to commercial farming, and sciertific methods of production, transportation,

and marketing were being emphasized by the college of agriculture and

. - ' 3
experimental station at Ames, and by the farm editors and community leaders.

Betwéden 1950 and 1329, there was further rapid modernization in all
aspects of agriculture as farmers organized into trade associations,

*

established cooperatives, introduced scientific breeding, management and

2.1
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2.2 -
animal disease coatrol, and assisted in the first experiments in bio-
‘ engineering which in the i930's and 1940's wvould transform corn production.
In 1912 the first acricultural agents vere appointed in Jowa. At roughly
the same tice, some Iowa counties begar courses in agriculture in rural
high schicols, and therc was growing support for 4H activities.a In -
short, a certain proportion of the Iowa farm pppulation was very modern-
ninded by the 1920's. Tyey were ready for a2 form of agri-business,
although their ethos was still very clearly directed towards the family
faro.

But no discussion of the Iowa econonmic structure is complete without
rention of agricultural prosperity cycles in the first three decades of
this century. For, from 1897 until 1919, the corn belt was exceedingly
prosperous, with farm income and most impoftantly;,land values, rising
steeply. This inflationary spiral in land prices reached its climax in
1920 vher severe deilation caused havoc in the ranks of farmers who had
speculated in real estate. Neither farm income nor real estate soon regained
the kinds of levels it had attained in 1920, but in comparison to the
first years of the 1930's, the lowa econ;my renained reasonably prosp.rous.
Indeed, farm incomes continued to rise from their lov levels of 1921,
and by 1929 vere 787 higher than they were at their 1921 level.5

7Although it is extremely difficult to identify from any material that is

available the strain placed on rural people by these inflationary and

deflationary spirals, probably these trends turned the mood and spirit .

z

of the people more towards political action or fatalism, and in turn

-

perhaps caused a softening in the modern orientation towards ambition

5 . .
and achievement.  Certainly one of the major legacies of the agricultural

. deflation of the 1920's as far as this study is concerned, was the

almost total abandonment of the reform of rural education until the late

ErlC | 24 : :
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Uith econonic stringency essential, the Iowa response was
socewhat characteristic: the state insured that she uas near the very

top in expenditures on faved roads in the 1920°'s but retained more

e

one-roon schooliouses than any other state in the union.® Thus, Iowa
net the icpact of econonic difficulties with a short-ternm solution

that cut local transportation costs, rather than continuing to improve
educational facilities, which might have been a long-ternm solution to

the plight of farm children.

The Ethno-Cultural Structure of Iowa's Population -

linlike the eastern miduestern states, such as Ohio, Illinois,
and her southern neighbor, Hissouri, Iowa’s population was comparatively

heterogeneous. Hovever, 7ike northern and central Illinois, the

&

southern half of Yowa was dominated by an old stock population which had
moved in the classic nineteenth century migration stream f;om Few England,
Pennsylvania, and ilew YS%k, via the old Northwest. To be sure, a

minority of the southern Iowa population did have border state antecedents,
and had noved to Iowa by way of Missouri. As Tables 2.1 thru 2.3 show,
Iowa had a substantial German population, of which the majority were
Protestant with larée pockets of German Catholies. In the river counties ,
along the !Mississippi, many tovmships were conposed almost entirely of
Germans, though only one county, Dubuque, had a majofity vf German

Catholics in its population. Out on the central and northern prairies,

several other counties were dominated by a German farm population, the most
noticeable being Carroll, a predominantly German-Catholic county in west

central Towa. In comparison to Visconsin and *innesota, Iowa‘'s Scandinavians

were scattered to a degree which made their influence limited except in

a handful of communities. In Winneshieck and Winnebago, the Hoxrwegians

*
.
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with other groups. Apart from two centers of Dutch influence, these

2.5
were the most doninant ethnic group; in Audubon, the Danes outnumbered

the old stock and Gerzan population; and in Hamilton and Webster the
Swedes were also core nurerous. Even S0, in the majority cf counties in

the northern haif of Towa, the Scandinavian rural population was interspersed

patterns of ethnic heterogeneity were dupiicated elsewhere.

In the cities and towns of Yowa, the only centers of ethnic concentration
were found in the Mississippi river cities of Dubuque (German Catholic),
and Davenport (Agnostic Germans). 1In Des Moines after 1900 there was a
small Italian enclave on the souih side of the city; and Czechs (Bohemizns)
lived in substantiai numbers in Cedar Rapids. Otﬁgrwise, apart from i
the scattered small towns and trading centers which were located in the
ethaic arcas already mentioned, ethnic domination elsewhere was minimal.
Iowa had a tiny bilack population, which foé the most part pexrformed
service occupations in the Jarger cities, or worked in the rural mining

cacps in the southern parts of the state.

Economic Areas and Rural Urban Relationships

£ - -

By the turn of the céntu:i, the rural part of Towa could be safely

divided into five economic sub-regions according to- the type of agriculture

=

. 9 y .
carried out in these areas. The two southern tiers of counties were

topographically and economically, very similar to those in northern

Missouri. Farming on the poorer soil in this area was generally a
mixture of subsistence and commercial enterpriseﬁ;ith a considerable
amount of land given to pasture. The Mississippi River counties from
Clinton southwards, and the whole of the central part of the state can

be classified as part of the classic cornbelt, where corn-hog farming

was predominant. The northeastern counties, with uncharacteristically
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hilly terrain, were sinilar to their counterparts on the Yisconsin side

of the Hississippi. Here dairying vas the chief commercial venture:

The northern tier. i counties bore arstrong fesemblance to their Hinnesota
neighbors. This was a cash grain region, with larger farms, flat terrain,
and very rich soil. Finally, the whole of the western third of tﬁe

state, which had similar economic and topographic features as eastern
Nebraska, and southern South Dakota, was largely a cash grain and cattle
producing area. The population here was more dispersed, there were no
towns of any size, and especially in the far northwest, farming was more

prosperous than elsez-.-here.10

As might be expected in a state dedicated to commercial agriculture,

the towns and cities had a special,relationship with their rural hinterlands.
The small towns and trading centers were e%sentially segvice points and
retipement ;enters for the surrounding rural areas, and even larger cities
perforzed similar functions in a more comprehensive fashion. For this
reason the integration of the economy around agriculture, and the familial
contact brought about by kin dwelling in town and country, tended to

lessen the chances of significant rural-urban antagonism, at least over

economic matters. All the urbanites knew that, to some extent, they

depended upon agriculture for their livelihood.

The Educational Environment
The most pressing problem which faced the educational system in

Iowa from the late nineteenth century until after World War II, concerned
the delivery of a satisfactory education to its rural children. In
1925, roughly 407 of our main sample of heads of households had had no

formal education other tkan a somewhat casual attendance at a local

k1
one~room schoolhouse. It was not until 1902, that the state legislature
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- school battles that raged in Wisconsin and Illinois in the 1890's.

passed a compulsorr education lav vhich made attendance obligatory for
. ) 11 .

2l1 children betieen the ages of seven and fourteen. This apparent
indifference did not indicate that Iowans in general were hostile to
education for their children. In a limited way they provided adequately,
however, the emphasis remained on the one room r..ther than the consolidated

. 12 . . .
rurzl school. Farmers especially took a skeptical, but essentially
practical attitude, towards acadermic achievement as a dubious ingredient

for success in life. Hamlin Garland's aphorism that "Barns were built

3

first, houses next, and schoolhouses last of all," was a reasonabld
énough observation for the majority of Iowa rural communities. Furthermore,
by pestponing a compulsory attendance law Iowa -escaped the ethno-cultural
13

As Paldwin suggested in his classic study of Iowa farm children, "parents
urged upon their children a limited amount of education as the necessary
ecuipnent to secure a living, but on the whole an extensive cducation
was discouraged as surplus from which no returns could be expected."lé
Indeed,xBaldwin's typology of farm communities which on the one hand
showed the “Cedar Crecker" to stress a spiritual attitud %o life, had a
profound respect for education, and taught his children to ~avest in
‘enduring values; and on the other hand the "Homelander™ who was a
materialist vho accepted educational conditions as they were, was useful
forlseparating the rural Iowa population into analyzable groups:'s of
course there were other legitimate reasons why educational reform was
delayed in the twentieth century. Transportation difficulties and rural
‘urban antagonisn over a fair tax burden for supporting schools were
typicallareas of contention.

'Ccrta§2}y ﬁhe economic issue was of paramount importance, for it
wvas apparent that the movement for rural school consolidation burgeoned

36




only vhen the farn econonmy was strong. It was realized as early as the
|
1870's in Ioua that the consolidation of one-roon schoolhouses was the j
soluiion to the inefficient and wasteful arranpenent of having a school
in every scction of every tounghip. But itiwas nPt until twenty years
later that the first consolidation in fact took pléce. The gol&en years
of agriculture produced an irresisiable movement for consolidation, and
after 1913, when the state legislature voted funds for vecaticnal courses
in the schiools, some activity took place. By 1914, sixty school districts
were consolidated in rural Iowa, 187 by 1916, and 439 by 1921.16
flovever, the agricultural slump which hit in the early 1920's forced
further consolidation to be delayed. Although the state legislature
passed a standardization bill for rural schools in 1924, which allotted
funds to school districts provided certain minimum standards were met, |
rural consolidation virtually ceased until the cornbelt economy revived ‘
in the late 1930's.
By 1925 most Iowans lived in villages, towns and cities. Their
school problems were also a product of staunch localism. After the first
decade of the twentieth century, almost every village in the state had
at least a two~year, if not a four-year high school program. As was the
case with rural schools, this expensive duplication was bound to lower
standards. The very small high school usually had less than half a

dozen teachers who each taught several subjects, and it graduated only

about ten students a year. lowever, by the 1920's, most village and

small town high schools had already emerged as the local meeting place
and focal point of every community,s pride, as the school’s athletic and

debate tcams battled nearby rivals year in and year out. Although their

academic training left something to be desired, few would deny that the

¢

contribution to the psychic well~being of the community as a vhole
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vas worth the taxpayers' wmoney. In the larger cities in Iowa the
‘ school problen focused on the reluctance of working class youth, especially
eoployable boys, to stay on the “academic escalator” to middle=class

status. As in most industrial cities in the country, an effort was made

-~

to promote vocational education in Iowa's urban schools. A ézudy vhich
#as nade in a single Towa city, but was probably typical of'patterns
elsewhere, showed that over half of the male students did not enter high
school, and as many as three quarters of the seventh graders never
finished elerentary school. Lack of interest in ‘the middle class academic
curriculum, more than lack of financial resources, was the most common
reason for this drupout.syndrbme.18 For this reason progressive educators
turned to vocational subjects as a substitute for the more academic
approaéh even in grade school to hold their students’ interest.

put cnly the younger members of the present study could have taken
advantage of these modest twentieth century opportunities. The vast

Y -

majority quit school at fourteen, or before, with the basic requirements

of reading and writing, and figuring taken care of. Their lifelong

remembrance of their educational experience consisted of trudging back

and forth to the one room school house in a blizzard; of a constant .

strean of adolescent girls masquerading as teachers who often fa:led to
stay in the school more than a single term; or of play in the schooiyaxw
in between interminable self-study periods or sessions of tedious recitation.

-~ -

Perhaps a drafty wooden box at the edge of a bleak prairie was no worse

a place to go to school than some red brick Victorian monstrosity in an

'

industrial city. But at least in the urban environment the grading

.

system permltted children to spend most of the school day in the company .
‘ of children of thelr own agte. In the country school, the common pattern X ‘
' “ was for children of all ages to be in the same room, and to vie for the
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teacher's attention. Although cases of ieachers being physically attacked
by older and larger puﬁils were mercifully rare, the burden placed upon
)'3 very ycung and totally inexperienced female wras such that much of her
time was spent in keeping order rather than in attempting to teach. To
a certain extent the daily stint at school was something of a relief
perioé for the rural children. TFrom an early age, according to Baldwin,
farm children were invariably instilled with a "priority of home
responsibilities,” that is, hard, unpaid work which to most city children
would have seemed unjust:.19 There was a maéked—difference between the
attitudes of urban and rural parents, and the direction of their childrens'
lives.. WYhereas the majority of, children in the city ﬂgd a considerable
say in what thgy did in their out of school hours, and even when they quit
school to go to/wofﬁjrr::;l chii&ren rarely had this freedom. Their
parents codl& not "get away from the idea that children were brought
into the world for the benefit of parentsy”zo |
’ Two statistics, one more oftgn quoted than the other, went a long
way to making Iowa somewhat more complacent about the state of education
than was warranted. The first concerned tﬂ; low literacy rate in Iowa,
and the fact that the state had fewer illiterates within her borders
than any other. For a moment's reflection, tyis”obviously did not
=bestow any‘grcat credit on the ed}cational system, rather, it was causad
by the predominance of an old stock and nortlwest European population in
the late nineteenth century. The second statistic showed that in the
closi;g decades of the nineteenth ce‘nt:ury and in the first years of the
tdentieth, Iowa ranked in the first half dozen states in the nation in
the number of cbllcgc educated men and women it produccd.21‘ Although at

first this seems an impressive record, particularly for an agricultural

state, it should be remembered that the college training received by
v
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the majority was marginal. O0f the almost twenty f£ive institutions

granting degreés at cthis time, only about half a dozen could seriously

be censidered places of advanced educational work, and only the three

state~supported universities had large enough faculties to give velf
rounded college programs. rOverall, then, the Iowa educational systen
was a patchy, somewhat dislocated foair. There were some noteworthy
exceptions, but in general educators were attempting to improve standards
so that children could successfully compete irith modern skills in the

-

2
world of the 20th cent:ury."2

The Data

P

The basic materials for this study were drawn fr;m the individual
returns of the Jowa state census manuscfipCS of 1925.23 One other state
census, that of 1915, which was alphabet{zed by county, was also utilized
for supplemenCany/data on individual sa?plg meﬁbers. The bulk of the
inpergenerational variﬁbles (gFChet'; occupation, wealth, place of
residence, and respondent’s number of sibling;)vwere gathered frqp the

Tederal census manuscripts of populatioﬁ’and agriculture of 1880, ard

the 1900 Federal population census manuscripts. The Soundex Indexes of

- \

those years were first consulted in order to locate the place of residence
) 24 R

of individuals inside and outside Iowa. Information was also gathered

from ciiy and educational directories where they were available; and

individual tax assessment returns in local courthouses for the majority

of rural sampling areas were also consulted for the year 1925.
- . T

b : 9

Research Design

Kather than taking a simple random sample of all heads of, household

in the state from the 1925 census, a two stage stratified method of

490 .
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corzunity random sazpling was adopted. This procedure was foilowed to
pernit tracing and exanination of local records without having to scarch
every one of the 99 courthouses in the state. Iaitially the state was
divided into five population groupings according to density: open
couvntry areas, villages below 1,000 in population, trading centers
between 1,000 and 2,000, towns betﬁéen 2,000 and 16,000, and cities over
17,080 people in size. These divisions were not arbitrary, but rather
folloved the breakdown of population given in the publiished 1925 state
census, and thus sre one of the fey pointers available for checking
sampling error.zs |

The rural areas of the state were then divided into econvmic divisions,
and township sampling units were then picked randomly from each ecconomic
area to reflect the open country population of the econcmic areas in

- 25 . . .
1925, There vas one exception to this, however. Sixz widely dispersed

-

tovnships were studied by rural sociologists between 1913 and 1§39 and
it was decided to incorporate these six towvaships into the study because
their earlier wprk was valuable as a base.27 ﬁy chance, another early
rural sociology survey was also uncovered, coincidertally in a tovnship
which wvas already randomiy picked.28 In all, twenty five rural townships
were u%ed in the study in order to represent the forty-;w; percent of

the Iowa population living on farms in 1925. One other compromiée

needed to be made in the sampling procedurc for reasons of economy. Any
vi}lage below 1,000 which was located within the rural townships was
included in the study. Therefore, the village pophlation per se was

not sampled on an individual community basis.

In order to obtain the trafling centc;r and town szampling units, all
trading centers between 1,000 and 2,000 in population were given an

equal chance at being selected, as vere the towns between 2,000 and
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16,000. Overall four the of forzer,_and six of the latter were randomly

sazpled, and as thuey had a rcasonaﬁ}g_gcugraphic spread, no substitutes
were needed. ¥Finally, ten city neighborhoods vere rendeoly selected
from Iowa cities over 16,000 in population. This operation involwed
dividiég tite census: panuscript bcogs of each city into equal segenments
of 3,009 hpuscholds cach, and randomly choosing ten segments fron which
2 randon sanplé of houscholds could be drawn., .

All @eads of houuseholds from the sampling units were then systematically
saopled from the manuscript books of the 1925 census according to a pre-
deternined ratio. Every other houschold head and his family were taken .
fren the rural townships, every fifth household head from the viilages,

and trading centers, and every tenth household in the tovms and cities.

The result was that cach househoid in Iowa had an equal chance of appearing

in the sample, and that all farming types and urban occupations are

represented in proportion to their numerical importance. we have Iowa in
s

aicrocosm in our sample. . _

- —
The stage was then set for the tracing process to begin through

other records so that the basic model of family characteristics, schooling,

and occupativn couid be obtained for as many 1925 heads of household as

possible. The 1925 census asked each individual the names of both

parents, and this key piece of information permitted a strategy of a
backwards trace for intergenerational information. This allowed us Eo
first search the alphabetized 1915 state ;ensus for importéng intergenerational
data, sucit as earnings in 1914, and occupation, and second, to use the
federal soundex indexes to obtain information on the fathers of our
heads of iouscholds. The whole sample was then traced through the

Soundex indexes of 1880 and this information was utilized to find occupational

and wealth material in the population and agricultural censuses of that

472




L)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

year. A similar process was adepted using the Soundex indexes of the
1%00 Federal ccnsus in a quest to find intergenerational data for those
ieads of hOuSﬂhQ}ds nor found in ?xeviéus secarches. Since older and richer
pexsons are easier ro trace, our intergenerational data is based on a
slightly biased sapple. Usc of various bgpkgroung controls, however,
reduces the effect of this bias on our conclusions.

There is little doubt, then, that in the pericd under znalysis,
Iova was part of the richest and post modern rural society in the vorld.
according to the 1930 census, only a few counties in the state fai:led to
score over 307 on an index designed to calculate farm modernity. The
index calculated the percentage of {arms with electricity, a telephone,
a radio, an 2utomobile, and piped water. Of all the states in the

o3 : . . o 2
uhion, Iowa received the highest rating. ? It was enfortunate that
. %

suitable data f:om.poorer midwestern states was not available to make
legirinate compariscons, and this will obviously limit ginéings. Still,
Iowa in the first two decades of this century was representative of a
large part of America, and especially of the midwest. In fact, Iowa was
probably representative of fifty percent of the nation that was non- ’
south, and non-metropolitan. For evem though the cornbelt did not cover

much of this area, the northern rural/small city social, educational and

ethnic structures resemble Iowa fairly well.
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CHAPTER IIT

Education and Socizl Structure

Fron tie state's founding, Iowa had a number of advantaBies wvhich
nade education a priority among the inportant minority of the population.
The pionee; Yankee elite had a strong interest in education and sought
tiie advice of Horace Mann when it set up the framework for the state

educational system.l The .elite helped fbund a number of colleges which

brought a vencer of higher learning to the rolling prairies. -Equally B

important for building the foundations of educational policy, Iowa's

rich farnlands made its population reasonably generous b& 19th century
standards in voting taxes for the maintenance of local country schools.
Iowa could afford to invest in modernity. The layout of the state in a
grid pattern, its centrally placed county seatg; and its one~room schoolhouses
set at geonctric intervals in each township and controlled locally produced
a ]19th century realization of the Jeffersonian i&eal of a rural society
dominated by independent &eoman. Still the standards of the mid-19th
centugy were no longer applicable to those of the early 20th century--

and most thoughtful Towans knew it.2 As late as 1910 the state did not
allocate any funds. for primary or secondary education, forcing local
autiorities to finance education entirely from property taxes. Two

other nidwestern states, Yisconsin, and Minnesota, had begun appropriating
state funds for rural high school education, as had a number of other
Yprogressive" states. Iowa, however, remained in the company of the

south, and Illinois, Missouri, and South Dakota in making no provisions

-

for state aid to educat:ion.3

-

This chapter seeks to provide and analyze material which is basic

to fulfilling the first aim of this study: to assess the extent of

L
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edicaticnal attainnent in 2 rurally criented socicty, to gauge vhar
tyoves oi eé;Zation nost Iowans obtained, and to look at patterns in the
cducation of their cuildren. But first let us return to the actual
cormunities saopled to gein a better £eel of Iowa in the first years of

-

this century.

The Texture of Communities

———

Although the census bureau dcsigﬁatgq urban cormunities as places
over 2,500 in 1920, there has been considerable debate ever since over
this classification. In Iowa, where "a city” meant something very
different than vhat it dié in an eastern industrial state, communities
can be classified more specifically. IP most instances our dividing
linz when we talk of ™urban" Iowa signifies any commurity over 1,000 in
population. Howevéf, there is a need to clarify the position of villages
(places with populations of 10 through 999) and trading c;nters (communities
between 1,000 and 1,999) in the hierarchy of communities.

About 8% of the Iowa population lived im villages in 1925. Villages
served a dual function: they acted as the center of the local trading
arca for the surrounding farm community, and also as the most usual
place of retirement for Earﬁers—-this before Fhe age of well maintained
geriatric homes in the major Iowa cities, and in Floriég an& the southwest.
A "typical” Iowa village consisted of a croséroads community, with a
couple of banks, two or three groceries; a hardware store, a blacksmith’s
shop, a gas gtation and garage, a restaurant, a post offi?e, a doctor

and 2 lawyer, a grain eclevator, and, if it was on a railroad line, a

station. Villages had their own school systems, which usually contained

&




X

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

3.3
a1 graded elezentary school and at least two grades of high school. A
Yrypical” trading center under 2,000 in populatien duplicated all these
f4cilities, bul since it vas a largexr community, its services were of a
higher standard and they had more variety. In addition, a number of
trading centers of this size werce also county seats which not only added
substantially to the to;ns importance as a judicial center with an added

number of professionals, but alse transiormed the cormunity aesthetically.

For in a county seat the courthouse, and the courthcuse square, invariably

-

"added a certain tone "to what otherwise would have been an utterly ordinary

appearance and atmosphere. The educational facilities in a t;gding
center also ref%ected its greater importance and larger size.

To be sure the gradations between villages, trading centers., towns,
and cven the larger cities aver 16,000, were somewhat blurred.’ liowever,
thc& were specific enough te differentiate between urban Iowa and village -
leva. But was there 2 similar distinction between open country areas
and the villages? From the viewpoint of education, which is central to
this study, there would seem to be definite line of demarcation between
graded schools and one rocm country schools. In addition, the spatial
layout of the farms din the state allowed for a physical sep;ration of
farmcr‘from villager. It was almost universally true that the farm
house vas located on the prairie outside villages, near, or in the
center £, the land‘which the resident farm family cultivated. One key
demoéraphic pattern differentiates villages from open country. As many
as 557 of the open country heads of household were‘under 45 years of age
in 1925, enly 407 of the village population was in this age bracket.
Open country Towa, which also had éroportionately a youager head of

houschold population than any other of the urban areas, vas agriculturally

distinctive also. 1In the cornbelt, unlike other farming areas in the
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nation where vast acrespes vere useless for any form of cultivation,
under 107 of Iowa land was unsuitable for agriculture. OnchFhe prairie
»as drained, a farcer could tura his S0 or 160 acres into an iﬁCensive
A

operation using ncthods whicﬂ resemble to a remarkable degree some kind
of small processing plant. The factories in the field metaphor could
not be apniied in every area of the state. Some land h;d high gradients,
and poor soil, or was too wooded for the high pressure agriculture of
the flat prairies. But the monotony of the cornbelt,. with its thousands
of acres of corn and small grains, its farmsteads, barns, cribs and ’
windmills, and its dirt roads running due north-south and ea;t;best .
can be deceiving. For Towa contained a remarkably varied number of
communities which would surprise an outsider.

Our 61 different sampling places showed this variety, and- at the
same time we believe vere a representative cross section of the state.
(See Figure 3.1).

>

The Texture of Communities

The open country townships rénged from a marginal agéicultural and
caél mining c;mmunity in Appanoose county on the Missouri border, to a
corn and cattle rearing township in northwest Clay count& with characteristics
which would‘bc called "typical cormbelt.” With one exception the poorest
tounships, by Iowa standards, were all situated in the southern triangle
which had its apex at Des Noines and went roughly southeast Anq southwest
to the Missouri border. For the most part our sample townships in this
triangle were 1007 old stock in ethnic composition; however, elsewhere
in the state the population was more ethniéally varied. The only totally

ethnic rural Qampling points included !filitary in Yinneshiek, and Pleasant

Valley in Carroll which were German Catholic; Lincoln in Scott, an
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3.6

agnostic German community; and Dougherty in Cerro Gordo, which was Irish
Catholic. Furtherrore, a number of townships in the northern part of

the state had cere German Protestants, and Scandinavians than they had

old stock Americans. But no one ethnic group dominated townships such

as Jefferson in Shelby, Grove in Hubboldt, and Franklin in Storv.
Undoubtedly the "nodel” rural community in the sample was Orange in
Black Hawk, just south of laterloo. Treated with some deference by

state authorities, the township was the subject of the first sociological

K

survey conducted by the rural sociology section at Iowa State College
around 1917. The township was a community of Dunkards, or as they
called themselves in 1925, United Brethren. Composed of Pennsylvania

Dutch, they had originally migrated from Somerset county, Pennsylvania

from the 1870's onwards. It was the strength of its open country church
i
which gave Orange its distinctive modern flavor, for its vigorpus membership

not only sponsored rel}gious(activities, but also a well run educational

B

program.: In addition, the community ran five different cooperative
organjzations which included a telephone company, an egg selling association,

a threshing and cow testing cooperative, and a creamery. It was not

surprising that in such an atmosphere the farmers combined in 1916 to

‘build a consolidated school, which, with one_other, was the only genuinely

F

"open country" consolidated school in the sample. An average of 12 in

each class géaduated from the high school each year. All in all the

¥

satisfactory standards prompted a US Office of Education researcher to

praise the system which he maintained compared well "uith the best
systems in the state.“s‘ Orange, township was obviously an exceptional
; .

environnent; its strong religious base fostered social programs which

enlivened and solidified the community.‘ Parents had a‘respect for




Q

ERIC

P e

3.7
vducation, and they preferred to invest in what Baldwin called “erduring
values,” rather than solely naterial pursuits. vﬁ

Althougn no other rurai tewnship in the saocple approacheéAthe
organizationul lcadership showed by Orange, a nusher of villages within
sampled Lqunships frad consolidateq schools which catered to the needs of
the children of the willage and surrounding area. Prbbably the best
organizcd were the schools at Gilbert just north of Ames in Story County,
and in Uaukee ten miles west of Des Hoines in Dallas. While it would be
Incorrect to suggest that consolidation, or progressiYism in rural
Iewa education occured in areas dominated by urban centers—-much of the
consolidation took place in tﬁc isolated northées:ern part of the state~-
A:hese two villages did benefit from being near large towns. As was the
case with Orange, teachers in these cormunities could be attracted and
held by the systems when there was some promise of urban diversions. 1In
211 17 out of the 25 sampled townships had had grade schools and high
schools within their boundaries in 1925. Of the townships which did
nct, only four could be classified as isolated. 6nc near Iowa City sent
4 number of its children to the nearby university towﬁ to school; and

a2nother toumship outside Davenport was in reasonable commuting distance

of first class secondary school facilities. In general, however, a

large percentage of children relied on the local township school for

their education. The distance from school was an important factor ir

fiigh school attendance. As many as 907 of all children who lived within

=

one milec of a high school had some high school training in the late
1930's, whereas only 397 of children who lived ten miles from a high

6
school enrolled. Although a decade earlier in very similar conditions

secondary education was available, or near at hand, it needed a special
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effort on the part of both rural parents and children alike to obtain a
hizgh school diploma. -

siost Icua troding centers, and touns, had standardized their school
systens by 1980. This meant that they all had 2 high school, and perhaps
two elecentary schools by the turn of the century. The majority of the
;ities in the sample had high schools oberating by the second half of
the 187%'s, with the castern cities such as Dubuque 2nd Burlington,
whose high school opened in 1868, showing the lead.

altnough one of the four towms in the sample with a2 population
below 2000 vas a county seat, Clarksville, Holstein, Traer, aund Leon,
were basically trading centers serving, like the villages, a farnm hint;rland.
Leop vith an appearance and repuiation of a HMissouri community was the
county scat of Decatur in an area of the “southern triangle” plagued by
poor soii and a population intent on out-migration. Both Traer and -
Clarksville were nerth central towns serving as rctir;ment and trading
cen;ers for farmers in prosperous counties. And Holstein, in the northwest,
as its nane implies, was a center for a population whose roots went back
to the german province of that name, and vas thereiore heavily German

Lutheran. ’ .
- The medium sized towns in the sample showed a greater variety in
their ethnic compesition and in their economic base. Shenandoah
{population 5500 in 1925) was, despite its position on the edge of the
southerrn triangle, a center of entreprencurial initiative. The town
from the eariy part of tiie century was a center of the seed industry,‘
aqd rather than corn fields, nuch of the acreage around the town was -

devoted Lo horticulture. In complete contrast was the smaller German

Catholic community of Dycrsville (population 2100) in western Dubuque County.

»~
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In the center of the town was the large Catholic basilica ef St. Francis
vhose spire deninated the skyline for niles around giwving Dyersvilic a
distinetly Lurepean flaver. With its predominantly Catholic population,
the towm supporied both a parochial and 2 public school systemn. In
fiact, apart irom the Catholic schools in Dubugue, and two other catholic
villages, this was the only community with parochial schools in the

study. -

211 the other tovns in the mediunm size group were county seats.
tireago (population 2100) a little less than half vay between Towa City
ané Des Moincs on the Rock Island railroad, and Creston,  {population 8200)
.ith it. Burlimpton shops, were railroad touns. Forest City, (population 20C0)
iater to be cade facous by the motor home builder bearing the name of
the surrounding county of innebago, was in 1925, purely a farm center
and county seat with a predoninantly loruvegian population. Lastly
Lebster Cicy (population 6670) on the Illinois Ceatral main line irom
Tudbuque to sioux City, was a typical Yankee prairie town in the midile

of rien farm land. If a community can be singled out as an example of
all thaet was best in small town Iowa, tebster City would se;ve splendidly.
Its school system was of a high standard, it had good communications. a
podern business district, and a fine libraxy.

A4S was pointed out earlier, the larger cities vere sampled by
neighborhoods, rather than as a whole, and their characteristics are
best shown in this way. 1If we begin at the eastern end of the state on
the Mississippi we find that the neighiborhood gaﬁpled in Burlington
{population 26,000) was largely a blue collar area with z number of men
enploved at the larrg railroad works elsevhere in the cit; The area in

Clinton (alse 26,000 total) was also part of the central city, blue

coliar, and largely settled by railroad workers employed by the Chicago

61




and ilorthwestern. ) Both the Burlington and Clinton samples resembled
each other ethnically, with a~largér percentage of Germans than any
other etinic group, and more Scandanavians than Old Stock Americans.
Both cities had grovn only slightly sinée 1900. Still further north on
the river in Dubuque (population 41,000), the sanmpled neighborhocd uas
part of a new housing tract in the southwaestern part of the city high on
the bluffs overlooking the downtown area and the ilississippi. Because
this was a middle class area, a stoag Catholic representation was not as
preaounced as it might otherwise have been in another neigﬁbgrhood.
About a quarter of the sample were Trish Catholics, another 25% German
Catholics, with the remainder 01d Stock Protestants.
. Cedar Rapids (population 55,00G) provided thi§ study with its only
- city neighborhood which could be singled out as upper middie class: the
sample was taken froavche northwestern part of the city in an area which
contained large homes and newer apagcment buildings, with well tended
lavms, and elm lined streets. A number of the blue collar sample necbers
turned cut to be servants, or in one case a gardener. In contrast the
sarple from Ottumwa, (population 26,0003 like those from the other
southern Iowa urban areas sampied, was almost totaliy old stock, but
also had the lowest mecan status score of all the city communities sampled.
The neighborﬁood vvas across the Des Moines river from the Mcrrell meat
packing plant, the largest employer in the city, and was predominantly a
community of transplanted rural migrants.
The largest industrial concerns in and arouna Des loines (population
141,000) in 1925 were coal mines; otherwise, apart from the railroads,

it was to a considerablc extent a white coliar city with insurance and state

. government the principal large employers. TFortuitously our sample

& 62
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randonmly picked three areas which vere fairly representative of the city

2s a wnole. The first on the northwestern side of the city near Draike

- niversity, vas a newly planted area of middle class iowans who made 2

living in insurance, real estate, or owned redium sized businesses.
Although tihis area was not as affluent as the “stockbroker Tudor" bélt a

little to tie south, its residents were upwardly mobile individuals

whose large home mortgages fitted the fast paced atmosphere of urban -

America in the 1920's. The second neighborhood in Des Moines was an

area of apartment and rooming houses on the western edge‘of the downtown
area. As the -only reprcscntétch in the sample containing “a big city™
iavor, this was a Lrahbicnt neighborhood, but did contain a ninority of
hipi: status childless couples, and single professional males. * Generally
this was an urbaa area typical of many large cities in the country with

a mobile populatien of white collar workers living within walking distance
of their work in howntoun oifices. Our final Des Moines sample locality
s in 2 rundown scection which surrounded the Sféte Capitol. Over 207

of thi: neighborhood was southern born, and from a status point of view,

only the Ottumwa sample scored lower. _ The neighborhood had a sprinkling

*
-

of Blacks and Swedes, but otherwisg, like the other Des tioines sampling
units, was over 657 old stock. Most families lived in overcrowded frame
houscs, and although it could hardly be called a slum area, the neighborhood
clearly needed physical rejuvenation.

Like Webster City, Mason City (population 23,000) was a prairie
town with a pleasant central area dominated by a tree lined square.
After Ames, Mason City was the fastest growing place in Iowa, and city
fathers had scnsihly encured that the commqnity’s only industrial concern,
a huge cement plant, was banished to the outskirts. lence our sampling

area, a middie cluss neighborhood with the inevitable elm, trees and
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frace houses, was shielded ffom anything that would sour the atmosphere.
Finally our twc testern Icua city neighborhoods in Sioux City and
Council Bluffs vere similar in their ethnic heterogeneity, blue collar
status, and overall appearance. In Sioux City (population;Yﬁ,OOO) the
area chosen was on the northwest fringes of the ciry, "a blue collar
suburb,” with a number of residents vorking across town at the meat
packing plant. Further south on the HMissouri river, Council ﬁiuffs .
(population 40,000) was one of the larger railroad j;nctions in the
niduest, vith no less than eight main lines converging. Kot suprisingly
most pen in the sample were copnected in some vay to making a living on
the railroad, and lived on cither side of the-main strect of the city
vithin easy reach of the railroad yards to the south. B '
ic be sure there was considerable socioeconomic distance between
our sophisticated upper middle class sampling area in Cedar Rapids and
the hill farmers scratching a living on some of the poorest land in the

state in Brandon Tounship in Jackson county on the lississippi. However,

one common bond held all Towans together: a close proximity to the land.

*

For the vast majority of urban dwellers were only one generation off the
farm. Whether they were Italian coalminers working in the deep shaft
nine in ¥Walnut Township near Des ﬂoines) or a druggist in Creston, or a
credit manager in Des l!loines, or a Scottish golf professional in Cedar
Rapids, all these men had 1eft rural backgrounds behind in Europe or
Iowa, and had not followed their fathers into farming. In short no one .
in the state in 1925 i:as very far removed from a "country past:."8

While we would commit an ecological fallacy in disc;ssing the

cityvide educational system in regard to our sampling units in the

larger Towa comnunities, it would seem obvious that potentially all

6y
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urban children would have some advantage over rural and village childxen

because of superior facilities. Fhether it was advantageous to conc

fronm a smell teim or a city as far as educational and occupational

achievement iras concerned is something we shall endeavor to find out.

LCertainly there were advantages and disadvantages to both types of

cormunity. The primary schools in most cities would be more homogeneous
than those in small tovms. This might or might not have been an advantage

to lower class children who would not have to compete with those irom

nore affluent homes. On the other hand, teachers coppeted for positions

in the schools with the highest status children, and inevitably the best

facilities and equipment vere found in the schools on the right side of

-
.

the tracks. 1In the smaller cormunity as Hollingshead has shown, status
did preoccupy a large amount of time and energy in the neighborhood of

the school, but the competition of a heterogeneous environmenr might

s

: . . . . 9
possibly nave stirred the lower status child to greater achievement.

&
If sccondary schooling was available to all urban and village

-

residents, college education was another matter. In the 1920°s the

hd »

authorities did begin opening junior public colleges in selected cit:ies,
but for the majority ofi our sample & college education necessitated

. 10 . . : ;
moving away from home. Only four cities in our sample had four yecar
liberal arts colleges in them. Drake University in Des.Moines catered
for commuter students, especially in its professional schools, but like

nearby Des lloines University, was predominantly a four year liberal arts

coliege. 1Ia Cedar Rapids there was Coe, a small denominatior~l four

year school which was largely boarding orientated. Dubuque had tw

s,

denoninational liberal arts colleges, and Sioux City had one which was

commuter orientated. But.by and large, most Iowans who went away to
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college enrolled at one of the three state universities in Iowa City,

. ) Ames, or Cedar®Falls. As we shall see later in the study, they were a
. select” group. - -

iype of Schooling and Social Structure .

-

Considering the primacy of the counfry school in the history of

¢ducation in the Unitéd States, it is remarkable that alwmost no career

analysis has ever been undertaken to inquire to the advantages or handicaps .
) . 1 3

of’ rural “one-room" schooling. iHumerous studies were undertaken from

the 1920°s onward vhich used sophisticated testing procedurcs to show
*

that country schools,,contiary to public belief at the time, were considerably

-

= inferior to eitker consolidated school or graded village schools in

. " " . . ... 11
disseminating the fundamentals of education to their pupils. In order

to investigate Toua patterns, we will divide the population into three
. basic categories: these who Had secondary schooling (9th grade or

above); those who attended a graded primary school (either in a town or

.

in a consolidated rural school); and those who were country school

educated. With the population categorized in this way, a feeling for

the spread of educational attainment, the effects of different social
r~ 3 ¥

and economic background upon educiation, and in turn the influence of the
type of schooling had on men iives, can be better understood.

L -
A fundamental question worth ansvering at the outset is whether the

educational experiences of the men in this gtudy reflectea the gradual
improvement of education in the Hidwest. It is reassuring to note that
if the attendance of graded pri@%ry or secondary schooling is taken as-a ~
rough indicatnr of prog;xess, then the early twentieth century was a time

‘ of 'steady gains. Table 3.3 shows thati decade by decade fewer in each

age group attended only country schools. Of the oldest -cohort in the

<
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Tabie 3.3

Aje and Type of Schooling
1925 in Percent
{read doum)

3.21

25-36_ 35-44

Type of School/Agc Under 24 45-54 55-€4 65+ total
Country only 22 26 33 44 52 02
Graded Primary 32 38 33 34 31 26
Seccndary or more 46 36 25 22 17’” 12
) x 152 935 988 892 652 512 4131
7 3.7 22.6  23.9 213 15.8 1.4  100%
Table 3.4
Locality, 1923 and Type
of Schooling in Percent i
— (read dowm)
B Open Trading
Iype of School/Localiry Country Village. Centex Tow? City
C;Qntry oniy 53 37 43 55 17 |
Graded Primary 27 34 23 41 49
Secendary or mere 20" 28 35 27 33
) 5 1768 363 340 671 989 4131 ‘
A 42.8 .8 8,2 162 23.9 1007
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. Study, those 65 or above in 1925, 627 had acquired their educational

experience in “the one-room"” school house, and 127 had gone to a high
school. Yhereas the youngest generation, born after 1900, only 227
were ountry school educated, and 467 had at least some high school
experience. Presumably these patterns can be largely attributed to
gradual urbanization, and school reorganization, and however cuch it wa
distasteful to rural people, the influences of town culture on the
country neighborhood. For it was also noticeable that there was much
qlesc variations in the proportion of each age group vho went to elementary
grade schools but never continued. In the towns where grade school was
standard, and bureaucratic controls were uniform, change was less marked.
These data would seem to indicate that the most interesting patterns of
change might come from those with country backgrounds.

¥hile ve will investigate this more thoroughly in a later chapter
oa secial wobility, 2 glance at table 3.4 shows that when Iowa was
divided inte ccological areas, country schooling remained the usual
experience of all except those liviag in trading centers, towns, and
cicies. As many as 557 of all rural dwellers, had only attended a one- ,
roon School and rural 6rigin of the population which highlighted by the
fact that over’é_chirdAof the village, trading center; and townm population
h;d this educational background. In every type of community lowans quit
school at the eighth grade or before, rathef than continuing their
secondary education. One other pattern in the ecological distribution
of educafional attainment by type of schooling, needs comment. 1In urban
Towa, trading centers, had proporti;natély the largest number of rural
educated heads of houschold, and also the greatest number of those who
had some secondary;schooling. As has been already indicated, trading

centers performed a double function. They were at once and the same

79 g
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tirc a retirerment hoven for farmers, and 2 central service point for
surrounding countrrside. ¥ith few industrial vorkers within them, this
caused a dichotemy in the occupational structure which placed retired

arcers, and faro 1aboxs on one side, and the cerchants and professionals,

-,

&
2]

who wWerc better &dﬁéa:ed, on the other. Apart fron these discrepancies
and the fact that relatively few city dwrellers attended rural schools,
educational attainment patterns were fairly uniforn throughout the
“tate, another indicator of hocogeneity in the different types of coEmunity.
¥hen the extent of rural education was compared with the ascribed
characteristics such as place of birth, religion,.and ethnicity, some
further patcerns ecerged to tell us something about the Iowa pepulation.
Obvieusly where an individual was born had an important bearing oh his
cducational chances. Mot very surprisingly, those born outside fthe
United States were more likely to have had a scanty education, and were
least likely to have attended secondary school.12 (Table 3.5) At the
same tirme, all in-nigrants, except those born in the western part of the
country (Kansas, ilebraska, and South Dakota were included here) were
also more likely to have only a country school education. The high
proportions from the south, Iilinois and Hissouri, wrere to be expected
in vier of the lov standards of rural educati&n in both those states and
in that region. Easterners formed a somewhat older age group which has
migrated to Jowa early in their 1lives and this caused their concentration
rzithin the rural educated. The apparent advantage of westerners, on the
‘other hand vas to a certain extent the result of younger age and our
classification, not an indfcatfon of the superior educational standards
in Lebraska and South Dakota. In fact, many of these men came from
cities such as Owaha and Sioux Falls, near the Iowva line, and therefore

nad greatex epportunity for sccondary education than those with different

71
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Tatle 3.5

Birtiiplace and Type of
- . Educazion, 1925
(xezd down)

Type of Schooling/ East i
Birrhplace TIowa East Iidvest South VLest I11. Mo.- Furope
) Country 3% 43 36 40 246 42 4 0 33 o
Graded Primary 33 32 4C 37 38 33 33 37
Secondary 30 20 25 23 K] 25 20 11
n 2388 267 241 37 139 323 147 569 4131
7 57.3 6.5 5.8 1.4 3.4 7.3 3.6 13.8 100%¥
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oririns. On balance, the native born Iovans had a rore evea distribution -

‘ than non-nstive, and tiis tanfentially indiceted :lightly higher stundards

-

Other ascribed characteristics, in gariizelar, religions pecbership

cod LfTili ticn wers central to our schece of identifving movers and

shaliers acenr the general popuistion for bringing Yowa into the twentieth

century. Fables 3.6 and 3.7 shov that each ethnic group vas generally

educated in rural schools, but that the British, the Azericans, and the

Irisky” (who were predoninately urban) were rore likely to seek sccondary
o education. Hovwever, religion alone, or better stiil, combined wuith
etimicity in the case of Irish and German Catholic did preduce mere

promising patterns to assist in elucidating our hypothesis that pietistic

-

old .to Protostants we:c’mudernizers, and that liturgicaels were traditionalists
when investing in education. The patterns displayed here need careiul
analysis, for place of residence tended to blur distinctions. However,
apart {rom the Irish and Scandinavians, our formulation did seem to hold
up about the perceptions different groups held of the position of education

in 2 podernizing world.

Certainly there is nothing prophetic in predicting that men with

rural education should hwld low status urban occupations in a disproportionate
nuzber., In Table 3.8, as expected, farmers and farm laborers were
predoninantly educated at rural schools. The only other occupational

rroug with similar backgrounds, the unskilled laborers, were mostly ex—
farmers. or farm laborers whose luck had run out, and who had noved away

fronm agriculture. For the total population 2 more precise indicator of

diffcrentiating the cffect of rural, praded, and sccondary education

‘ pechaps might be incone.

El{llC : (3
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Table 3.6

‘ . Ezhnicity and Type of
Fducation, 1923
Type of Ea=st/
-- Schooling/ Southera ¢ld  Scandi- Other

Ethnicicy Eurcpe Stock navian Pritish ¥, furope GQerpan Irish
Country 41 33 43 4 40 45 43 33
Graded Primary 42 31 41 33 39 39 37
Secondary 17 3z 17 27 i7 18 25

bt 33 2190 339 243 83 852 336

- 2.1 530 8.2 5.9 2.0 20.6 3.1

4131
1c0;
Tabie 3.7
Religion ind Type of
ducation, 1923
(read dowm)

Type of
Education/ Prot [Iigh Status Low Status
Relipion “llone Unsp Prot Prot Lutheran Catholic Jewish
Country - 53 285 28 28 46 36 14
Graded Primary 2 43 20 31 39 - 46 43
Secondary 2 29 53 31 15 18 43

hod 977 658 280 1071 491 640 14 4131

A 23,7 15.¢9 .8 25.9 11.9 155 9.3 1007

*

TRAAM s ms e e o e e s e e e . = it e oy e p—

Source:  Sample bata
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Unforturately in none of the szoples gathercd for the study were we
able to distinguish between those who obtained primary schooling in the
country schouvls but who went on to high school, and those who obtained
all their educaticn in rraded systens. For this reason some important
insights into the izpact of early educarion on achieverent slipped
through our grasp. Therefore, this f{irst skirmish with an analysis of
ecenonic returns for type of educstion received, can only realistically
cake corparisons between non—-tdgh school men. In our separate supplementary
sample of urban men taken in 1915, country schooling was worth $125.00
less than a graded primary school education. Those men who received
betiieen 5 and 8 years of graded schooling earned $165.00 rore than those
who had spent the equivalent amount of time at a rural, one-room school.
Of course, the rural educated men, as rural urban migrants, had several
other factors vorking against them besides their educational béckground.
At this juncture, it vould be unwise to give a definitive judgment on

2
the effect of rural education on earnings, because when we look at the
material frem the main sample (Table 3.9}, rural schooling was well
represented in beth the lowest and the highest income brackets. Obviously,
to the farmer past middle age, the ability to earn two thousand dollars
or mor¢ had lirtle to do with a somewhat skimpy education 40 years
before. Uhile these kinds of questions will be tackled in greater detail
beloﬁ, it would svem that type of education at the‘elementary level did
not have much effect on the like chances of individuals who stayed in
the environment in which he was raised,

In 1925 the rural school was still very rnuch a force to be reckoned
with in Iowa--indeed it still had aother 30 years of useful life.

However, the fact that well under 50Z of male heads of households in a

: 75
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Table 3.5
Type of fducation and Occupation, 1925 -
In Percent
{read dovn)
Type of
Schooling/ Small thite Skilled Oper- m.
Occupaticn Proef Igr Tarmer Rus Collar Bl Collar ater Inb Lab Retd
Country 2 13 sS4 16 10 22 22 44 57 52
Graded ¥rimarvy 6 15 27 34 35 54 £3 453 31 34
Secondary 53 69 19 50 55 24 23 12 12 13
o121 97 1797 326 175 313 412 436 129 35 339%

7 3.1 2.5 45,1 8.4 4.5 8.0 10.6 12.5 3.3 1.0 100%
Source: Samnple Data
- Table 3.9

Farpings 2nd Type of Education
1914
(read doun)

Type of Lducation/ 500 $500--999 $1000-1499 $1500-1999 $2000+
Laranings
Country 41 42 38 36 41
Sraded Privary 32 39 30 31 25
Secondary - 27 19 32 33 31

Ii 82 693 £29 157 228 2389

A 36.9 29.0 18.9 C.6 9.5 1007
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rural state received their only formal education in a country school,

Ed

vas an indication that reform elements had achieved some success in
diverting the power oi local control. On the other tand, for rmost males

living outside the cities, vhich included a good proportion of all

cthnic groups, rural Catholics and Lutherans, and men without religious
arfiliation, the "little schoolhouse on the prairie" represented the
13

.

sole forrmal educational experience they received in their lives.

Years of Fducation and Social Structure

There was a pressing need in the late nineteenth centuxry and early
twentieth contury Aserica for educators to creﬁge intcrest in the classroom.
It was as if they were required to sell education to parents and children,
to attract children to school, a;d to keep them there as long as possible.
In this quest they were assisted by compulsory educational laws for
elementary school chiidren. But for males of 14'&ears old and over,
drop-out rates still remained a probles which vocational education did
nct really solve. Iowa was no exception to this drop-out syndrome.

Table 3.10 indicates that in all types of communities in the State,
except the cities, withdrawal rather than completion was the general
rule even before men had reached the eighth grade. As many as 807 of
ali open-country heads of houscholds, 697 of village, 64% of those who
lived in trading centers, 727 of town dwellers, and 647 of city residents
did not o beyond the eighth prade. Obviously the decision to enroll in

high school not only provided a useful indicator of status, but also

showed a scrious desire on the part of nost individuals to pursue acadenic

foals. This would scem to be a fairly crucial decision, because only in

the casce of rural dwellers, did fewer heads of households fail to graduate

from high school once -they had entered.ls




Table 3.10
'
Years of Education and Locality
{xead dowm)
Years of Open 7 Trading -
Educarien Country Village Center Town City /7
G4 13 13 16 12 12 548
) 13.3
5-7 3.5 . 23 34 31 290 124
- 29.6
5 33 30 i6 31 35 1290 -
31.2 )
Some H5, 9-11 10 is 15 10 11 453
11.0
ns, 1z % 7 8 8 12 297
7.2
Scme Coll 4 £ 7 6 7 229
5.5
Coil Graduate 1 3 4 2 4 93
2.3

P 1768 363 346 671 989 4131
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I e tan. 21 LiCL sehool ol praduates as nerbers of an educatcd

-

elite, oy fomned the top of ~ho prranid of educitional attainrent

strudture of Iev.a. Wilhwut ouestdon, their advantaye wos class based,
. *

[ad]

©f a5 To.le 3011 shous aterpererational patterns indicate that the
sens of wiite-eollar worhers were twice as likely to reach high school
25 sons of skillc§ crartanen. And professionals were five times as
likely te ~o to collepe as shilles blue-collar vorkers. A final confirmaticn
of it cni.tence of a well-educated elite comes vhen we exanine the
rzlaticushop butteen occupation and the years of eéucation (fable 3.12).
bidic the 1rean nutber of yeurs of schooling for taies in the state were
7.7 years or =lickitly less than privary schodl eauivaiency, 817 of all
profesuionsls had at leest 13 vears of schooling (one year of college).
Zven in 1950 naticual returns showed that among the same occupational
mroup onl: 7 hLac the sane criount of educational attainmeat. At the
anaferie. cevel there sas also an impressive showing auong Iotans. as
many s 347 had been te collepe, vhercas 25 wyears later at the national
lovel ju:r t 2067 of panarers uvcere collere educated. it would appear,
that in -irban Io.a, cdecation vas a prime indicator, if not cause of
occupational ,Ltalus. At ong, inuer cchelon virite-collar vorkers (clerks)
for exaryle, zliost 350 had graduated from idgh school, however, not one
a5 a collere ﬁrkduate‘and enly 27 anong small proprietors had attained
coliege deprzes. A

}n the previous section then earnings and type of sciooling were
analyzed, patterns showed that in this period a dyéﬁmic pcrsonality, comion
sensc, and helpful relatives, werc no less important than educational
credentisls for rabdnge coney.

Lovever, the idea that education had some influence on econonic

perforiance a5 already being tested as early as 1911. With impetus

3

7\
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- 3.32

iable 3.11

Father's Occupation and Percentage of High School Graduates
and College lMatriculates Anong Sons, 1925

il High School Graduates Cellege Matriculates

Professional 25 627 407

lianager 55 55 35a

Small Preprietor 110 40 16

thite Collar 13 - 55 ' 22

Craftsman 145 . 21 8

Semi~-Skilled 52 19 5 »
tinskilled Laborer 170 . ! 5 1

Farm Owner 1212 16 10 ’

Farm Renter 245 " )

Farm Laborer 13 7 ;; -

Sourée: Sample Data




W

Tabla 3.12

#

Occupation and Years of Education, -

1925 . ‘ .
. Small White Skilied Semi- T
Prof Manager mpmsmu Prop Collar Blue Collar Skilled Lab Lab Retd
0-4 2 2 15 6 6 13 10 18 16 24
5~7 S | 13 35 16 9 22 26 40 A0 40 .
8 5 14 n 27 29 41 42 32 37 24 a "
Some HS, 3 20 10 19 21 13 13 6 6 S5 . ‘
HS, diploma & 17 A7 25 9 8 4 5 3 .
Some Coll, 35 22 & 14 10 '3 2 1 0 3 x
College, 46 12 1 72 0 0 0o o 0 3 ,
N 141 97 1797 326 175 313 412 486 129 38 4131
| ., 100% ‘
, -
. b
| O

e

>
O
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provided by the framir Life lovenofy, detailad sarveys were undertalen.

-
o

vhicl amony ~th.x ihinm; ., ccmnares «Cucational attainment Uluh earnin’s.
i

fie first such stueyof severel tounshi,zs shich serrounded Ithacz, lew

York, found 1 wonltive rela itionsftip betieen net fara incoue and acount

of educatica. The Cornell researchers shoved that 54,) of “he country

school cducated carned 5409 or less, 57 earned over 51,000, wiziie 207 of

17

high schoel graduates had net iacomes of over $1000. A corntelt s*udy

of towa hips in Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, produced even more convincing

.

evidence that education made a difference to individual income. Anong

tencnts and ferir oumers, high school and college training gave impressive

returns--in the case of the tenants, college praduates received aluost

51000 nore than those whose only education was in a country school.

Lovever, ncither of these studies attempted to calculate the rate
of return of years of college, or for that mdtter, the total life earpings

of ren with dififerent educational baclgrounds. Tuo studies in thc
)

192C's did attempt this kind of aralysis; and hoth found that among

rather restricted samples therc t.as a strong relationship between anount
cf schooling and earnings. One study wvhich coupared the achievement of
brothers, found that tiie mean income of the one vith more education, was

" . . . ! 2 19 ~ . -
$6bi; greater tian that of his Lrothe:. The other study found that in

1920 a2 high school educction wras worths approximately $24,000 in comparison

to a grade school education. At the same time a college graduate could

expect 572,000 rore than a hirh school Fraduate vhen lifie tiwe earnings
’\
20 ~
were caleculated.”™ .
£
In Table 73.13 there doee net scem to be any doubt that vhen .the
carnings of Iouans werre correlated vith age and cducation, the legacy of
g .
educational attainnent left its nark--albeit the results were a little

lese dranctic than those reviewed, abeve. hile we aclnowledse the small

82
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surber ol cases the vexe collose znd Righ selool s raduages, it tconld |
. seel, voriindizie to colewlore fle wxunt of eoroing s fovyone by bota
- collere and Birh sebool praduates. A very Tou; v caleulation fresn. the

caty inicated that hich scheel ecradeates lost siout $1.600 in cernimse

L]

UIFene oVer Iour ye.ors, and cellese pragustes alout $3,200. Ry the
tire betl, croups vere forty, niph school sraduates wore earping zhbout
-
. i . i _ . . . A
204 zore: than tiwe elecentary school cducated. but by the tire they had
13 ; P *
ri whed Lixty they earned more tuen & thousand dollars more than ren who

had left schonl ot the oighth prade. Sinilary the college sraduate at
foriy surpassed the high sehool ;raduate ty $1,7:00, and the zap increased

s e, * o
with are. &y vay of sumnary, each ¥ear a man rrew older he could reckon
. 3 % > -

£ -
on caraing 315 rore than the previous year. At the sase tine cach extra

year of schooline 1as worth $65 io hin; Gf cour=e r;hocl costs (food,
lodi;ing, ruition, agd travel) which ;ifht have been anything-up to a2
thiousand Goliars ior tne eight yearc of schooling beyend the cightﬁ
g £rade; ieve beon ipnersd.  Houvover, surmer jobs, and other uarginal ways
of e?rning noney, wvould have lightened this burgen: Howcveg calculated,
the ponetary roturn on investment in schooling was ez&ellent. But hew
=

ruch (s duc to tie sehooling itscif. and bow much to backeround factors

t it affccted botl arnings and the decision to quit school?

”

. . ) ]
4SS ther Lridgpe betueon education and incone has nov been established,

it remains to document vhich roups were crossing that bridpe, znd
achievinr high bccupational status. Educational attainrent, or vhen
o such raterial was not available, literacy, has invariably been considered.

one of the principal indicators of modernity. It would he useful to -
% = e g -

-

place aun ethno-religions and ecological perspective on the materisal in

‘ . oxder to investiiatc clowely the importance various proups placed.upon
- =F

- cducation. This, in turs, would act as a pointer for what might be

,,‘ 1 ' ] ) .; . n‘ ‘ ~J A ’ ] .
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. Terr2d suture-uvriented Lihavior in 2 socicty 1huse the pursuit of education ;
Torulre <oie elior: on the part of the punil and his aroncs.
Sincc ve have already plated some ecphasis on the educated elite,
their strength arong the diffcrent ethno-religious proups would help to

Gueiineate the patterns. Table 3.14 displays a listing of college natriculates

in pach 2thpic and religious srcup. In general the results show that
Anple-Saxons did concenirate vore on college than did Continental Catholics

and liturricals. 3Sut at the sace time. Germans offiliated vwith Aterican

. churches shuved snexpected strength and Scendinavians weaknesses. .

Gernon Cathelic. and Lstherans and 0ld~Stock Americans vith no affiliation

ES

or vith 1o status affiliation were handicapped because of their ruralness,

=

and this is underlined because the Irish-Catholics, a predocinantly

=

urban group, had a preater percentane of natriculates. But the

patterns of tihe elite are not necessarily those of the general population,

and as haS been Just sugpceted, place of residence combined with ethno-

© religivus Lifilietion uisht possilly have some bearing upon educational

attainment. ilas this so?
it is arguable that the use of educational zttainnment to pauge

wodernity arong Lacstern and Southera Luropeans (Bohemians, Poles, Italians)

is little mor«: than a refiection of the lack of opportunity for education

-

. 23 .

in the old country and in America. Their over-all nean of 5.9 years
of education, vith culy 5.1 years among those vho lived in the open
country, showcd the lowest level of educational attainment, and if this

critecia passes judgenent, more traditional orientated behavior (Table

3.15). Auonp 1ore established ethno~religious sroups, such an indicator

vas ror  atisfactory. The spread, among rural people, when no controls
" wvere mawe for religion was small. The British, then Cid Stock Americans,

folloved by Scandinavians, vith the Germans and the Irish brinqging up

El{lC 85
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Table 3 14

Colleye Fatriculates as a Percentage of the Sthnoreligious

Population, 1925

Ethno-iteligious Group A H
0id Stock High Status Protestants 26 49
German Hi«ah Status Protestants 24 14
British Lowv Status Protestants ié 3
German Gnaffiliared Protestants 14 20
british, Ho Religion 14 6

. Irish Protestants 14 12
CGerman Low Status Protestants 10 35
0id Stock Unaffiliated 1 39
214 Stock Low Status Protestants 8 - 65
Irish Catholics 1] 12
Scancdinavian Lutherans 6 35
01d Stock, ilo Religion 5 67
gritish High Status Protestants z 13
Gexrman Catholics 4 k6
Scandinavian Upaffiliated Protestants 4 4

3 11

Gerran Lutherans

-

Source: Sample Data

3.3%




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

3.32

-

the rear, vore 213 within ope vozr of cach cotler. ice roevealing perhaps

el to. Foovl oL id e etlne-r: 1dows conirols vere slaced on the material.

Py

7.3 years of schooling,

Loy

For wiieple, Certun lutieran forrars had a cean o
thife Corpan Lathelics vhe vere farming vers linited to 6.6 years of
cducation.  In the city, hovever, sach grous bad 7.9 years. 7To a certzin
Gepree sipilaritics in the educatiun of open country nepple repardiess
of ethnic group were due to the eslterhl iselation of 211 the cthaic
?upularioné, Lut this isolation vaSs accentuated acomy rural Catholics.
Parachinl schooling vas available in trro of the villares in Catholic
tounships, lut not in the open country itcelf. Therefore, rural Catholics,
alresdy in 2 zitnzation vhere rursl schooling was pediocre at best, were
further handic;pped by their naving no schools of first choice in the
irnediate vicinity. It was Baldrdn vio characterized Ceruan Frotestants
23 being, raterialist criented, 1ittle interested in ceducation for its
cun zabe, and detorsined to forcevzheir children to work hard at farm
cliores.  Tror our evidence, it would <oon that German Catholics were
even roYe Lfamily diregted and less futurc oriented. Unfortunately our
data dnee not pernit core dcéiniﬁive,insinhts into attitudinal differences
between German Cetholics and Protestants in rural Iawa,

4 far as the remainder of tie sanple population a5 concerned,

-

only a ninority, and a srall cae at that, vere mobilized to take advantage

.-

of the cducaricnal facilities that vere available. and to a2llow their
culldren to tale full advantage of them. Dut, as the data shous, and
as was the case vita the elite, one particular ctbmo-religious greup,
high status old stocl. Americans, uere consistently oriented tovards

. , . 22 . .
educational aspirations. On the farnm, their cducational attainment

vas measured tio years ahbead of the next group, and in the city they had

a nean of 11.6 years of education. In contrast, just to point up the

87 )




Tabic 3.15 3.40 )

Yean Years of Education, Ethnicity, Peiigion, and Localiry, 1925

. T'ean 3 1 e
Entire Popularzion 7.7 3,06 43131
Southern Eastern Europe 3.9 2.85 &5
Open Country 5.1 3.0: 31
Open Country, Catholic 4.8 2.90 21
City £.3 2.9 34
01d Stock 3,0 3.15 2190
Open Country 7.5 2.70 915

So Religion 6.9 2,60 363
Prot Unsp 6.9 2.42 57
High Status Prot 9.3 : 3.20 52

Low Sratus Irot 7.9 2.50 499
village _ 8.6 3.25 175
ilo Religion 8.2 2.97 51
Prot tnsp 7.9 4.07 12
fligh ;tzatus Prot 10.2 3.30 14

Low Status Prot 8.2 3.15 85
Trading Center 3.1 3.88 195
o Religion T 7.0 3.47 61

Prot Unp 9.0 3.10 27

High Status Prot o A 11.6 4.10 21

Low Status Prot 7.8 3.85 85

Town 8.0 2.88 398
flo Religion 7.7 2.61 94
Prot Unsp. 7.8 2.30 81

o . High Status Prot 8.8  3.1g 59

“ Low Sta.us Prot 7.9 2.97 143




Table 3.15 {Cont.)

01d Srock (Cont.)
Cicy
20 Relimion
Prot nsp
iiigh Status Proc
Lowv Starus Prot
§canéiﬂavian
CGpen Counery
Lutheran
Villape
Lutheran
Touvn
Lutheran
City
Prot tnsp
Lutheran
British
Cpen Country
Hone
Low Status Prot
City
Prot Unsp

Other Horth Europe

Open Country
Catholic

City

.
W
\]

M

£

8Y

3.5z 509

3.41




Table 3.15 (Cont.)

Gizrmon 7.3 2.54% 852
Open Country 7.0 2.20 405
flo Reliiion 7.2 2.21 77
Lutheran 7.0 2.01 135
Cacholic 6.6 2.18 132
Village 6.8 3.34 585
La.ﬁ:héran ) 6.1 | 3.4 33
Catholic ) 6.8 3.0 35
Trading Center 6.7 3.02 88
i sione 5.8 1.76 21
Lutheran 6.8 3.47 48
Tovn ' 7.4 3.34 116
Luthexan 6.5 2.19 23
Catholic . 6.6 2.54 7 47
’ éity ) 3.4 3.23. i58
B sone 8.8 2.78 20
Prot Unsp 3.1 3.39 45 Ao -
High S:atusxont 11.2 3.81 ’ 13 he
Lutheran 7.91 2.68 24
Catholic ; 792 2.75 39
Irish -~ 7.76  3.03 336
ﬂ?;n Country 7.13 2.65 137
ilone 7.31 3.18 19
Cathnlic ' 6.96 2.6z 97
‘ Village . 8.6 3.82 42 _
Catholic 8.0 3.57 32“““‘

ERIC 90




Table 3.15 (Cont.)

Mean ~  SD N

Irish (Cont.) -
Tovn 3.5 3.24 41
Catholic o 8.2 3.30 - 32
City . 7.8 2.86 103
_ Catholic 7.7 2.70 85

>

liote: Vhen subtotals were less than 20 catepories, they were eliminated
from the Table. - -

£
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differences within the old stock population itseld. those vithout aay
rolirious wffiliation shoved as litele inclination as the inmigrant
ethaile groups to ﬂutuU; educational gozls.

Fur all E%u deiects in the material and the lack of a sophisticated
attitudingl scale teo identify a future-oriéented individual, there would
seen to be a cenvineing casce for using educational attainment and ethno-
cultural merbership and affiliation as a proxy. Botﬁ at the college
level aud in the general populacioﬁ, the data indicate that the modernizers
were indedd pictistic Yanlee Congregationalists or Scottish Presbyterians--
but the traditionalists vere rore difficult to pin-point. Continental
ethno-relipgious proups, particularly Catholics and Lutherans, were very
nuch in evidence, but 50 uere Scandinavian Lutherans, and vﬁst important,
old stocl americans in toum and country with no religious affiliation

-

vhatever.

™a

Elucational -ttdiq-ent ithin the Fanily

In .coacentrating on mzle head of household data, we have ignored
- ; ¢

the vital question of female education and educational‘attéinmcnt amonyg,

other family rerlcrs. Scanty evidence from the ”;netccnth century shows

’ 23 . .
that American vomen vere better educated than mnen. In Iowa, this vas
also the case. Tor, although the correlation between a husband’s
educational lewil and his wife's was .69 shouing fairly strong educational
honogeneity, it was noticeable that in certain instances women retained
an edpe. In Table 3.16 wvoren wverc more likely to be high s$chool graduates
than nen (20,5 wonien and 15.47 men) and also vere more likely to enroll

in college than-vere their husbands. lien, however, werc more inclined

to graduate from college. Uhile thexe are several plausible explanations
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for this phenomenon, {ives <oy useally wounger than cheir hunbands,

2nd thersfore they would huve Bad a greater chance to tuke advantage of
sreater ediacational gug-ortenities) in an agricultural society with its
rural schools intact, there vas such 2 denwno for teachers that sone
nigh school eduecation, or better stili, a high school diploma, wuas a
desirable credential for most vormen. As one of the few choices of
occupat ion op¢thu niddle class women was teaching, wonen vere channeled
into hi;h wchool or often college by the prospect of certain employment
after yrgduaLiun. flen had far rore varied carcer choices; and incentives
for then tou stey in schoul were not so great unless thwey had a profcessional
career in nind. As the posigion of worien vas so Lound up in teaching,
and a later chapter is devoted to that purpose, let ué turn to the
cvidence dealﬁng with children of the sample.

F el sharper differcunces vere evident in'the,lgvels of education
becween generations. There is evidence {row rural sociology studies

that in certain arcas a real irprovetent vas made in educationai standards
in the 1920s* lor oxanple, in the Church of Drethren congregation,
southuest of Iova City, a comswnity with a close resemblance to that of
Oranie tounship, rore enphasic wai placed on the modcrn;gation of houes
than on the raticnalization of‘local educational facilities. Vhen the
community was first studied just after Vorld tar I, all tihe chiléren of
the cornmunity attended rural schools, and only a handful had gra@uated'
from hiyl schoel Leciuse secondary education vas not available in the
area. Khilc there as indifference to educational improvement, there

was certainly no direct hostility. £ little over 50 of the respondents
clained they vere ip favor of higher taxes for cdhsolidgtionAOE rural

,

schools, althouph several added gualifications. Generally, the argugents

——a




Table 3.16

Husband's Education and Wife's Education, 1325

Grammar Some lHigh Some College y 4 N
School School . ] -

Grammar

School 2096 462 ) 79 73,2 2637

Some High f
School 137 406 . 80 17.7 673

Some ) .
College 58 114 124 . 8.1 2%6

Total 2 64.9 27.2 1.7 100X

(2341) - (982)

Source: Sample Data
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against consolidation centered on transportaticn sroblems, but as in the .

cortuaition we Lewe alr. W'y otuwdied, there appeared to le 1itile undgerstanding

of citler the naterial or the intellectual benefits education could

Fortunately the same community vas re-studied 10 years later in
¥ 1 Z

1930 ulien each informant was asked to evaluate the greatest problens

facing the farner. The three most comnmon replies concerned community

eohesiveness, the problem of providing better roads, and fars prics

fluctuations. Furtheruore, the long~terr. solution of the izprovement of

educationel facilities for thelr children as a neans for combatting the

-

. . - y . . N J4 . .
farn econunic situation, was never nentioned. Cn the pther hand, the

decade of the tuenties dic sce a varked irprovenent in' the neighborhood.

A consolidaeted hiph school had been built, and the majority of children

vea

. .25
vere atteading for at least tuo vears.

Ty

Universal high school attendance was by no means evident in 1925,

but as far as primary school attencance was concerned our data shows
titat in vhatever way the material is analyzed, about 067 of all cligible
6 to 1l4-yrar-olds spent at least 120 days in school in every type of

corrunity. As a consequence it would be more fruitful to measure grade

——

retardation and drop-cvut from high school for the children of the sample,
wrovided ve are not restricted to those living at hone,

In Table 3.17, the left hand panel compares the grade retardation

of girls and boys in grouped age categorics. Female children, like their

—

rother:, showed a greater tendency to retain the correct grade than did

males. Again, the sane mnechanisn vhich vas present in the carlier

¥

generation would still seem to be vworking. In the center panel, we
12
compared the education of cach father and the grade retardation of each

eldest child. In other words we are simply asking whether educational I

-

o )

.
wet
[y

X

2
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standards tere being transmitted from father to child. For eldest .
cliziiren, where uafortunately the nucber of cases of high school

fathuers was danperovucly srall, the Letter egucated parents ¢id seem to

%

wLransmit sonme kind of acvantage. Those wwith high school firaduate

_ barents cercainly had a better showing than students with oaly an

-

- - - ? .
elepentary or a little high school education. In the final” panel of
Table 3.17, tie perfortance of eldest children were compared ip the

different conmunities in Iowa. There is a reoccurring probles uith

numbers of cases in villages, trading centers and towms, but tuo points
L £
- - » - <
stand ocut. Jurcl vouth shoved a consicerably better perfornance than .

”
did their fathers, and although tlieir retardation rate vas greater

-

than in urban centers they did not disgracc themselves. Towns and

cities, with rore varied populations on vhich to draw, had pore children

in the corrcct grades than villages and trading centers. In general,
though, these data point to a levelling-out of standards between

cormunities, vhich sugeests sone improvement i.a rural education.

flhen ve turn to the parental occupatibnal differences when comparing

-

tire drop-out patterns for children aged 14 through 24, patterns were

more discernable. (Table 3.18) As with the intergenerational data

senerated for their fachers the performance of eldest and second children

had a class dinensicn. Among cldest children, over 507 of those who
cane from high status white-collar families were still in school.. In y

less prestipgious occupations a little over 357 of most children had

rcetiained ia school for secondary education. This was an improvenient
3 . 3 3 3 Jd
over the previous gencration. Farn children, on the other hand, continued

to leave school Lefore coupleting high school in great numbers., Turthermore

* —

é
a large percentage of cldest sons of farmers and rentcrs were yorking

= # . . *
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Table 3.17

Crade Retardstion of Eldest ChiZdren

. 2 Retarded
Sex - "Ecological
Pather's

Differentiation Educational Differeatiation

Age All M ¥ . X Some Mo - 1 2 3 &
Crad. &S ns

79 39 41 37 36 37 39 48 58 -39 29
10-12 S0 S1 49 0 3 55 43 &5 S5 &8
13-15 48 64 33 42 50 68 48 31° S4 63
16-18_68 73 63 49 st 59 .58 1 sy 17

Note: Minimum base in esch cell, 33. # Cell based on 25 cases:

1-015160.2-1@,3-!‘:“1! Centers,Villages 4=Open Country.

" ‘Source: .Sssple Data. ’ .

»

*{c
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3.50

% of Children Still in School, /
and Father's Occupation, /
1925 /
" Eldest bhﬂd_ren 2nd Children f!
In Cirls  Farm Ta Cirls _ Famm ,-’/
SchlL At Home  Help Schl At Home  Help - ;
_ Professionals 582 8z 742 162 '
Managers 647 202 672 272 R
Seall Proprietors  56% 132 562 7z ) /
Ve Collar 382 17% 467 362 {
Skilled Craft 357 24% _ 412 25% -
Operators 372 212 357 242 i
Laborers 36% 232 352 252 L.f
Fa Owners 297 31Z .. 397 37% 307 322;':
Pa Renters 332 252 362 272 302 37,{
" Fm Labs 232 % 507 502 17% V1.




on their fathers' farme than were in school.  One other feature of this
table is important. In nost ?cchpational groués;cexcept professionals,
2 large nurber of daughéets wvere living at home, but they apparently
were not contributing to the family income, for few had Jobs. Anpng
second cirildren, as was the case with eldest children, occupational ’
status vas a very clear indicator of whether or not a child would drop
out of high school. In a sinilar way Blue-coilar w;tkets and fafmers
left school earlier and in Sreater numbers than students in h&Fh-status

homes. Jn sun, these data tend to support the notion that American

secondary education was class-based in the 192Gs.26

Cenclusion

During the first 25 years of the twentieth century, rural neighborhoods

in Iowa were txenched froa their comparative isolation by technological

£ x

innovations, such as the adtomobile, the‘tadio, and ;he telephone.

‘Change was so rapid that it was difficult for the average community to
clearly define itself in the new cultural and technological atmosphere’
This sense of role was made even more elusive in the difficult economy

of the 1920s. It was hardly surprising that a rebirth of rural education
ground to a standstill when the economic situation deteriorated. Education
was never seriously offered ;s a solutioh to "the rural problenm" aé it

was 111s of "urban America" in’the 1960s. x

£

but it would be remiss to portray indifference and apathy as the

»

watchwords. of rural attitudes toward educational change. -Support for 7

e

" the leadership of a vocal minority who spoke for "the dirt farmér"

against the modernizers who supported rationalized agriculture, was
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strong all over the State. The Iowa lHonestead became the charpion of

the less affluent farmer and added a "populist” challenge to scientific -
agriculture from World ¥ar I omward. At the same tine the farm pPaper
was a keen supporter of }ay E. Francis, the state superintendent of <

public instruction elected in i922 who determined to give every encouragesent

to those who wanted to retain the independent rural district. As a

strong advocate of the one-room schoolhouse, Francis was investigated by - .
state legislativeiéo-nittee vhen she was accus;d of blocking the promotion
of pro-consolidation officials in 1924. Yer retirement from state

politics two years‘later, and the continued poor economic outlook tended

to dampen down the issue.27 Houever,‘it would seem obvious that below .
the surface, local control was, and would resain, an issue which would
contiiue to stir Jowans.

If rural educatiq; éontinued to be a major headache for Iowa educators,
bent on rational#zatiéﬁ, urban standards gave nc real cause for celebration "
either. As our material showed, prinary school attendance in the 1920s
was almost uniﬁersal.g_lt vas at the secondary level that drop-out rates’
appeared to follow a ildss d;ﬁension. This finding seened to agree with-
the contemporary data that ﬁas collected for scattered Iowa cities which
shovied that high»scﬁool ;tteudance vas la;gely;the domain of children
froum white-collar homes.

Like the children of less affluent farmers, urban working-class

students were also rarely touched by influences which tock seriously

that education was the passport to upvard robility. -

____—In-general;—therefore, the subjects of this study lived in a transitional

period, when for the majority who were not intent on professional careers,

education was a luxury. For farmers, -the prosperity of the first decades

100




of the tventieth century made most reluctant to invest in sopething as
nebulous as education as a long tern solution to their problems. In the
towns and cities, working class indifference to education vas also -

understandable. In a state _Such as Towa, where so nany urbanites were

only one or two generations away' fron the land, the novelty of urban

living bolstered by regular but rodest wages, was enough to keep the

majority satisfied. For thenm schooling was looked upon as a period of
frustration to be tolerated before they could do out into the world to

earn a living. Our material largely corroborated the Baldwin typology

of a "nodern” versus “traditionai® approach to education, with high

status Protestanté being the only ethno-religious group with a‘ clearly
identifiable concern for educational attainsent in all areas of the

state. As Daldwin indicated the ‘»'Cedar Creekers" were in the yanguar'd

in faro communities, znd our evidence ;;ould suggest similar trends. The 5

next three chapters will be devoted to this achievement process, and

vhat factors were important for social pobility in a rural environment.

«
-

e

e
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Chapter IV

Occupational Mobility in the Rural Midwest

o

The nature of occupational mobility in rural America.has seldom

interested historians. They Eave long been content with repeating or

repudating Frederick Jackson Turner's frontier hypotesis as America's

central mobility process. HOU;Vef: they have'téreiy—exanined the
1 . . .

E

evidence systematically.

Sociologists have largi}y lost interest in the qoestion,'partly due

oty

to the diffuculty in measuging farmers' status, and partly because of

-

the greater fascination of studying -underdeveloped’ societies vhere the

8ap between highly traditioualgsubsistence'agriculture and the modern

urben:seccot is so dramatic. Yet the fact remains. that over the.’last

-two ‘centuries the majority of Americans were either farmers or urbanites
only one generation removed fraﬁ7the land. In this chapter we will
exanine the broad contours of occupationnl change from fatker to son, of

‘intrngenerational change in individual lives, and the correlatea—of‘

1

fiooilityewith education and religion. We will alsc measure the influence

%

of industrialization (1.e., the shift from an agricultural to a white

>

’ 'collnr ‘and blue:collar labor force) leaving to ‘chapter 6 a consideration
Y ;

.

of urbanization (i.e., the shift in population‘from—fatms to towns and

¢

cities). The néricultural ladder, or process whereby farm boys_became

y . L . -
farmers, deserves special attention, and,we will also look at the question -
e . g

'of‘who attended college.in rural Iowa.

The completed fercility of Iowa fard women over 45 in. 1910 was 4291

L
children per thouoand or the equivalent of 1547 surviving farm sons per

thousand fnthego. Since most of the available farms had been established

by 1330,».53 nearly all by 1900, the natural growth of the Iowa population
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could not be absorbed by sgriculture unless families were willing to

subdivide their holdiugs into smaller and smaller ind less Efficiént

- parcels. That solution was unacceptable, 8o the surplus farm boys had

“to either search for land ‘elsevhere or move to towns and cities.2
0ur-igtergéneretibnal evidence comes from tracing our 1925 sample

:Gf*méﬁitc"tﬁefr family of origin in 1915, 1900 or 1880.p: (See Methodological

appendix.) While certain logses resulted from the failure to locate 50%

of these fami‘ies. 1t dis. uulikely that an unbjased sample, if such could:

] be ccnstructed, would differ significantly from what we found.” It must‘

be reme-bered however, that the group of "fathers" is quite arcificial,

Some of the sampled'sons in 1925 were young men with fathers alive and

eligible to be in the sample .themselves. Other sons were old men whose -

fathe;s had died at Gettysburg sixty years before. Furthermore, a

father of five Iowa sons was five times as likely to be represented as

the father of one; fathers of all girl families uever could appear. The

latter bias 1s ‘L vimportant, but the former is not. Parents who deliberately

decided to concentrate their resources, on fewer children--a modern

characteristic--are definitely underrepresented. This biaseé the tetals

in favor of farmers and blue collar workers, -As shown by Table 4.1,

giving the completed fertility of Iowa women over 45 in 1925 by occupation.

4

In the next chapter we will statistically eliminate thege biases by

r

controlling for father 8 occupation- and family size. |

<

Iﬁter:gggerational flows

3 B
. -

in 1925, 72% of the men were sons of farmers. The majority, 71%
were themselves farmers; 137 were white collar workers, and 177 were

blue collar workers. Of the 18% who were sons of blué collar workers,,

63% were themselves in blue collar jobs, 23% had moveo up to white collar

-
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status, and 147 were operating farms. Only 102 were sons of white

% i ~
- colhr men, of whom 667 were aho in white collar jobs, 191 had dropped

to blue collar status, and 15% were operating farms in 1925. (See Tsble

4.3) Thus, 70Z of the sons of all ages in 1925 reported the same general \
. 4 3 !
status group as their father, and 30Z had made a significent switch.
When we ;pply more refined job codes, (Table 4.3), the extent of .

intergenerational occupational inheritance narrows a great deal. Dividing

farm fathers into owners, reaters and laborers, we find that only 36X of

their sons were in identical classifications in 1925. Dividing blse

collar fathers into skilled, semiskilled and unskilled subgroups, only -
262 of their sons were in the identical subgroup. With our categories

of vhite collar fathers, a mere 12% of their sons were in 1dentical

categories. Overall, with ten groupings, less than a third—32%--of the

sons had "fnoherited" their father's job. Obviously, if we used fever

job categories, the fate of "inheritance” would drop even lower for the

non-farmers.

Outside of a,.ciculture, it is clear that specific ob%lls a
B

father might teach his son were of -:ln;r importance 1n‘rura1 America.
Generalized skills, like being han(fy sith tools or keeping accounts,
would have been more useful for the sons, but the(overail inpréssion is
that .10§ skills had to be acquired outside t;xe fa’nily for two thirds of
the sons. - '

Turning Tables 4.2 and 4.3 around (See 4.4 and 4.5) we can see how
heterogeneous the backgrounds ‘were fed into various staéss and job

) groupings. The farmers nearly all (932) came from farm fa-il;es. This

of course followed from the shortage of farms to go around, but it also

implied that technical or intellectual skills developed by the_ urban

sector did not directly flow into agriculture. If farmers wanted to use _

urben skills, then an urban .ierson, say a salesman or teacher or farm
Q . - ) ,
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agent had to teach them either in person or through mechanismas like farm
llgalines and country fairs. .

Iowa's uorkins’clasl-population was recruited almost equzlly from
the farms (47%) and from biue collar households (82). Only 8Z came from
vhite collar origini, and these were mostly sons of small shopkeepers

who probably were barely holding on themselves. There was a certain

amount of downward white collar to blue collar mobility in Jowa, as

everywhere, but the impact of this on the composition and, particularly,

%

the intellectual, cultural and political life style of the working
“classes probably vas overvhelmed. » -
The most fascinating discovery from Tables 4.4 and 4.5 is the
7 heterogeneity of the middle class. Only a third of the white collar
sons came from white collar families; 462 had farm origins and a remarkably
large proportion, 21X, had climbed from the working class. Fully a
third of the clerical group (columa four of Table 4.5) hzd blue collar

-

fathers, and even 10% of the profelsionals. The explanation for this

result (wvhich no one seems to h;;e commented upon before) is not so much
high rates of upward mobility but the fact that the middie class population
was giouinngQ'fast-and had relatively low fertility—that recruits had -
to come from eiihé: farm or uorke:-' families. As we shall see, education

L 4

was the key ingredient thatA-ade éntry into-the middle class ranks )
4 s . )

L]

possible.

‘Since numerous studies have demonstrated that upuirdly mobile sons

. ) . 5 )

take on the values and orientation of the .class of destination, we can
suggest that diversity of origin does not imply a cultural variance ;

_ within the middle class. On the other hand, the middle class had firsthand

-

‘knowledge of the conditions of all“laygri-of society. In a word, their
coc-opolit;n outlook was reinforced by experience, wvhile the relatively

more parochial and localistic outlook of the workers and farmers was

113
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- ) 6 4.10
less lilely to be tempered by men with more varied backgrounds.

Once a gon entered a particular status or occupational grouping, he
vas unlikely to chaﬁge. That is, the de;ree of intra-generational
Rovement vwas small. Comparing men's occupation in 1915 and 1925, fro-j
80 to 952 remained in the same broad grouping; -the only dramatic trend
(Tables 4.6, 4.7) was for farm renters to become owners ( 27X did so),
and for. farm lab;rers to become renters (43%2) or owners (212). Rartoning
the.study to ;én aged 28 to 45 in 1925, and looking at their job in
1915, (Tables 4.8, 4.9) shows comparable patterns. Some men shifted

categories, as they learned more about their own talents and society's
needs. By the time men reached their mid-30's, the cases of dramatic
shifts were becoming fewer, though the option of moving elsewhere in

search of more money, less pressure, more fulfillment or a better climate

Temained available.

Heasuring the Impact of Industrialization

Since some of the observed integenerational mobility was produced -
by a shift in Iowa's occupational supply, away from farmwork in favor ;f
blue .and, especially white cbllar jobs, it woula help underst;nding if
the ‘effects of these macro shifts could be statiscally eliminated. That

is, what would intergenerational mobility have been if there had been no

macro shifts, but if the individual propensity of sons to follow or move

!out of their fathers' groupings had remained the same. A recently
developed statistical technique makes é;ssible a specific answer to this
counter~factual question.7 }

Table 4.10A, a simple recasting of Table 4.3, shows iny the marginal

] percentages. Thus, 4.0Z of the fathers were high white collar (professional

2
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and managerial), co-pared to 6.7% of the sons; 6. 0% of the fatherl held - 4, ;
low vhite collar jobs (petty proprietors and .clerks) co-pared to 13.52
of the sons. Siiply put, the change in the marginals represented X
industrialization. If the'.upply of jobs the‘sons fil’ed htd the same
dintribution as’the fathers, then 4.02 of the sons would have been high
uhite collar, 6.0Z low white collar, etc., as shown in the botton row 0;
Table 4.10A. The observed outflow rates, taken from a recast of Table
4.3, appear 1; 4.10B; .these rates are a combination of macro (structural)
and micro (Individuai) rates. The hypothetical rates. shown in Table
4.10C are the Tstandardized" rates of Table 4.10B after statistical
adjustment to remove the macro effects. They show just the tig;bbor
individual rates we are intere;;ed in. To highlight the importance of
this adjLstment, Table 4.10D shows the ratic of the corresponding rates
in 4.108 to 4.10 C. That is, for the upper left cell, 40% + 28% = 143%.
Table 4.10E shows the percentage difference between 4.10B and 4.10C that
is, for the upper left céll, +12%Z = 407 - 287.

‘Iﬁe‘intefpretatiop 05-4.10c is dominated by the farm columns, but
there are surprises. Nearly Palf of thi progeny of the upper éiddig

class (row one) would. have become farmers if Iowa had not changed,

conpared to only 27% of thc lowver .middle class and 292 of the workers.

“am

This indicatel an uuexpectedly close connection between Iown s urban and

’rural elites; we vill explore this further when we examine the. role of -

college education for fatn boys. On the other hand, the ties between
farming and non-elite urban Iowa were unexpectedly ueik. The reason for

that, as we shall see in detail later in this chapter, was the high cost

" of obtaining a féfm. Put in termﬁ of Turner's claésic formulation,

there wvas ro- wny fatning in early 20th century Iowa could have served as

P

a "safety valve" for ei:her unhappy or a-bitious -sons of workers and

clerks. ° - i ] ,

(4]
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The importance of increased industrialization.can be gsuged in
'Table 4.100. A ratio between 70 and 140 can be interpreted as meaning
macro changes had only slight impact on individusl mobility. Thus, the
‘mOvement c;f lower middle class sons (row two) into upper middle class (=
ioo) or blue collar (= 91) jobs was unaffected by industrialization. .
Likafiu, the movement of workers sons ;(ro;r three) to the upper middle -
class (= 133) or their retention in blue collar status (= 105) was

unaffected. As the last column of table 4.10E (the sum of positive
£-2

values in each row) shows, 1n general industrialization had the least .
fmpact on the mobility of the lover middle class and the workers. The
impact on farmers was, of course, very great. Notice that Mutrhl;.ution
seeningly 1m;reased the ranks of farm renters and laborers. This wvas
largely an artifact of the -age differential between sons in 1925 and

» their fathers wvhenever the ln;tter were obcerved,?usually in 1?15 or

-1900. It reflects the fact in Table 4.10A that 30.9% of the sons were
renters or laborers, compared to omnly 12.5{ of their fathers. Haueve’r,
there was also a long-term increase j.n the proportitiyn of far-ersrwho

were renters.
Education and Social Mobility in Urban Towa

Thus far we have e‘phasized t!;e c;ntinuity in status between generations:
most sons resembled their fa‘the-rs,, particularly 1if the impact of .growing
industrialization 1s eliminated. Now we will look at how important a person's
education was 1_n fixing his status relative to his father. Bégin with sons
of widdle class origins, that is, those vh;se fathers held a white collar

job. Table 4.11A reminds us that in all 66% of these sons retained white

cglhr status, 192 slipped to blue collar, and 152 shifted to farm work.

%

— g
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Table 4.11 A

Sons of the Middle Clées: Sutubym
(read dom)

l-;o m

Wigh Schesl  Diplems

Sons of the Middle:Clase: Obsexved to Enpected Raties

_ Sea's Rducation

2
6

of tln,:eomndh. ntty h teble 4.13 A ¢o 1:. oV
t left cell, 68X = 45% ¥ v 66X .




HBowever, sharply varying patterns uené vhen the son's education is

. considered. Only 45% of the sons. with 2 primary education (no high

4.20

school at all) meintained their middle ;:hu status; over a third (35Z).
dropped to blueA collar jobs, and,the remaining 20X became farmers. Sons.
vith some high school did f:r better, with 632 holding vhite collar jobs
in 1925. A high school diploms was the route to continued middle class
status for (73X) of those with 12 years of schooling, and 86X of those
vith college experience. Indeed, of the 51 men in 1925 of middle class
origins and some college, only two were found working in blue collar
jobs.

Anotier way to look at this 1s to "expect” that sach group of s
middle class sons would divide 66-19-15 among white, blue colla: and g
farm jobs, and to compute the ratio of observed to expected proportions
in each educational group. If education had no effect on the status of
these sons, the ratio would be 100.8 The result is Table 4.11B, which ‘
shows that poorly educated boys become middle clase at a rate only two- i
thirds (68Z) of the expected value (i.e., 457 + €62 = 68%), but are far
more ligely then expected (184 and 133) to become blue ’collgat workers or
ffr-éts. So-e high school experience is enough to reduce dowmward
mobility, -but 1t increased the 1ikelihood of becoming a fam;r (warning:
the mumber of cases here is dangerously smail).. High school diploma
holders clearly avoided farming, but were slightly more likely ‘than
exp;cted (111) to beco-e blue collar workers.

. The same sort of analysic for offcpting of blue collat families
(Table 4,.12A) highlights even more drautically the :lnpottance of oducation
in achieving middle class status. A mere 14X of the least educated ‘blue .
collar progeny was -ldd}e class in 1925, compared to 36% of those v;ith

some high school and a small majority, 537, of sons with a high school

126
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Table 4.12 A - a—
Seus of the Verking Cless: Stitws by Educatisa
(ud dowm) -
Sea's Rducatien
= Primsry Righ Scheel ... or.more All
Seun's statws
Waice Coller 148 %2 . s’ 232
Bluwa Cellar (2 ] 35 40 63
* Texuwex. 16 ‘9 . [ ] 14
L (264) (67) (53) (373)
m 4.12 l
Sems of the m am: Mnd te Expected Ratice
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‘ ldi!o status ’
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Source: Sﬁh Dats *

~l




L7

- -

. 4.22
diploma (or, uncommonly, some college). Few blue collar sons weat imto .

agriculture, and those wre the lesst educated ones. The modernizers who -

held out the prt-i;;e of middle class status for youth vho-attended high

school could not overcome entirely the effects of family background, but .
Clearly there was some vaiidity— to the promise.

.

‘Social Mobility in Agriculture

-

Bappily, we Aare !able t;) deacr;.be more fully the process of social
mobility in farm f-ii.iel thanks to more-‘cases, more data on wealth, and )
evidence from early :oc:lofogfcal studies. Overall, 712 of the farmers'
sons 1n 1925.vere farmers, 137 had vhite collar jobs, and 17% blue
collar jobs. Tables 4.13A( and B prove convincingly that high school and
coll;ge education 'vas_,the route to a white collar job. Farm lo;u wigh
college experience were fou; times (408) more likely to take white
collar jobs as the average farm son. Douttless the farmers realized
this. A glance at tﬂe number of cases in each educational category

serves as a reminder that very few farm boys ever entered high school,

3 =

let alone college. )
. F'olk stories abound about the poor farm boy who devotes himself to
his studies (vwhile always doing his chores), whose pare’nts .scrimp and
save, and vho finally wins.a scholarship to college and eventually
émerges rich and successful. CIifford Drury, for example. grew up on a
farm .:ln ‘Buena Vista County in the early years of this ceatury. Although
pubi:lc schools were free, his ;;arentl had to spend ;oney so Clifford and
‘his sister could bosrd ten miles away in ‘the town of Early to attend the T
small high school there.9 Eve’g:tually; he went on to college, became a .

P B - 10 .
ainister, and recorded his memoirs. The stories are true enough, but

-

3 .
1




Iable 4.13 A

Yarmers' Soms: Status. by lacauon
(vread dowm)

Son's Educstion

Primery Nigh Scheel

X
19
75
(1096)

Teble 4.13 B

Yarmers’ Soas: Observed to Expected Ratios
. 7

Son’s Kducatiea

Some  Righ School
Primary . Righ Scheol - Diplome °

vy 146 185
12 106. 82
106 3 8
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. how typical were they? What sort of farm boy actually weat to college. . :

To £ind out, e ssmpled 273 alumi of Towa State College in 1925,
and tracked down their plreuts_.n With its central location amd stronmg
engineering, agriculture and home economics programs, I.S.C. attracted
students from across the state. Two thirds of the students dropped out
before getting a degree, but presumably the time they did spend in
higher education had some impact on their lives. In particular, the
fast gtovfh of agricultural science in the era demanded men to disseminate
the findings. E

Roughly tvo,-thir;s of these Iowa State alumni grew up on farms in

’the open coimtry, vhile a third of them came from ﬁlhges of under
1,000 population. But their interest in higher education should not
conjure up the image of poor farm boys struggling against all odds to
work their way through college. The majority came ff:ou homes which were
above average socio-economically. An occupational profile of fathers
showed that 692 were farmers—-90Z of whom were farm owners--22% white-‘
collar workers (the majority ofl them were village merchants), and only
5% were blue-collar workers. The educational backgrounds of the parents
was minimal: fully 71% of them had only a country school education.
Thus for the majority of farm children it was obviously not their parents' _

~own educatilm;al attainment wbicl: nade them potential college graduates.
Moreover, the profile of the- !:eligioua affilation of these parents was
not very different from the general i;opulation. 'A large number of farm
parents had po' 'rexligious affilation (37%), yhile the most education’ally
oriented group in the general popuht;l?n, high status Protestants, showed
only moderate strength. Catholics were severly upde’rreprgsented.— This

night have been because Iowa Catholifcs with. farm backgrounds preferred to

attend'seminaries or Catholic lib;ral arts colleges. The lack. of Catholic




: o . s
Catholic mv;enrolhent was surprising in view of their representation

{ .
among the teaching profession in Iowa. With the notable exception of

Irish, houever, ethnically, tb:l; co’ll‘e'ge' population was reasonably
’rep'ruenutiveji,of the state's ethnic makeup. ,;,‘Ange“éque had almost
exactly the cq‘;rrect proportion of Germans, and of old-stock alummi.

Are theré any further indicators vhichnigbt suggest wvhy these farm

12
children went to college, and others did not? Although sampling

problems, and the difficulty of locating alumni in certain counties
severely resti'icted, generalizations, one hypothosis migzht 'be that the
economic conditions in the counties might have affected attendsnce. In
this u-ple for instance, the two southern Iowa counties of Union and . .
Appancose produced no traceable rural alumni, although Decatur, and
Jackson, both poor counties, w_ere well reprue’nted.13 Individual parental
characteristics however, were certainly more useful predictors of college ,
attendance. As was suggested before, parents of these alumni were
considerably better off than the general population. Both in terms of
1914 earnings, and in the valuation of the parental farms, they were
better established than the ;'verage farmers. ) R
) Vhile it was so-eviut_sutprisin’g that proportionately more women’

. matriculates graduated from Ames than did -en, this was due to th;
;ccupatioml—opportunities for women. ‘Hith—;schoc;_l teaching requiring cast
iron credentials in a systen‘ off any repute,. rural women had the #né;ntive
to finish their course work and obtain degrees. On the other hax;d, among
men an unexpected pattern showed that student,s{ from more affluent homes
v;re more likely to drop out of college than graduate. This might

possibly have been caused by the fact that farmers' sons from economically

secure homes intended to stay in farming,and sau no great urgency to f£inish-

£

i . .
ing four years of college; others may have transfered to another college

131 "




4.26
Undoubtedly, except for students who went to Iowa State for a professional

education (to become engineers, agricultural research workers, or veterinarians),

the Iljofity went to college as much for the social benefit, as for the

academic revards. COilege was for them, a place uﬁere important contacts

were -uge for 1ife, rather than where the learning experience counted

for much. At A-e. students from farm background. met youth from other . .
) environlentl for the first time, and this 1n turn brought about the’ ’

couver;ence'of rural and urban Ioua. 7 .

The Agricultural Ladder . ‘ :

The rural counterpart of that urban escalator, social mobility, was
the agricultural ladder.la Descriptively,,it refers to the process -
whereby a-poo; young man could eventually become a lanhounif by,starfing
as a farm laborer, saving enough to buy equipment and enter the tenant
class, then save enough progitl to at last bﬁrchasg some acreage. B
Ideologrally, it was the counterpart to the Horatio Alger theme of';ages
to riches in the city. Studies of the movement of land ownership in the
late 19ta,century have been inconclusive on the exact details of tbe‘

k4

pProcess, though it is clear thnt before 1890 the great majority of
farmers did own their land. v *

In general there were two good reasons wvhy agriculture was. less open
in the 20th century than the last tpﬁ decades of tﬂe 19th centqry.' Ftrst,
there was little frontier land available for corn belt farmers, and second

T the farm population was exceedingly fertile. Where the land was p;oductive,
as in Iowa, competition was intense, and real estate was a prime
investment. Was it any wonder than that Iowa's percentage of tenant farmers

16
increased from 247 in 1880 to 35% An 1900 42% in 1920 to 502 in 1930! .

%
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Indeed of 2ll states outside the south, Iowa's 1930 percentage of tenantl< 4.27
was the highest. But nnlike other states, and certainly contrlty to the
situation in the black belt, Iowa™s apparent lack ‘of ‘openess was ‘caused
by the high price of land._ With- the best land selling at $5001per acre,
or more, by 1915 only a select 3roup'cou1& afford dowm payments. In
addition, the‘frosperiey of agriculture and the steep rise in land prices
before 1920 allowed many Iowa farmers to retire to theAlocal trading center,
where they ceuia supervise their land holdings and:bank accounts. -
By the 20th century the slow climb up the agricultural ladder, took
. considerlbly longer than in the 19th century. Owners, therefore, were
more -ature, and in many cases were over 50 before they began paying off
their mortgage debts. In a study eonducted.in Wisconsin; it was found
that prior to 1882, half of the farmers between the ages 21.and 25
became owners. On the other hand, betveen 1912 and 1922 only one-£ifth
of this ege group acquired theig:oun land.17 i ‘
What then was the reality of the farm -olyility situation at the
local level? A number of scholars have somevhat arbitrarily iden;ified
1920 as the year when the system of farm mobility took a sharp :Q:n ,
dowoward. In Yowa, 1920 was certainly a year which symbolically represented
the division between ehe goog times and the deﬁlationgty years-which
followéd. But there is little doubt that,"bleckaées” in the agricultural
iladder existed before then. A student of CaI;f;tnia farm life has )
suggested that the 1920's saw a change to a more hierachical ‘rural
" social structure with the community he~gtudied'haviné a clea; dividing

18
line between farm owners, "the haves" and farm renters, “the have nots". :

¥

In another study done in the late 1930's in ffwin, a community included

in our sample, it was suggested that while the depression and a period

of farm recession before 1929, tended to disrupt working of the agricultural

laddér, hard times also caused a leveling and democratizing of social
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structure of the farm and village populition. 6.28.

. Spillmsn's own research carried out before 1920, revealed that only -
202 of all farmers in his sample actually climbed 4 rungs of ti}e ladder:
family vorker, hired hand, tenant, full owmer. -Indeed, the majority,

342, inherited their land directly from their,fethere or other’relatives
and went straight into ownership  from working without pay on their

20
fathers' farm. An intensive study in Cedar County, Iows, published in

1923, obtained rather similar results. Although 29% of all farm owners

had at one time in their liveszbeen through all the stages in the agricultural

ladder, another 502 had leaned very heavily on kin ties and inheritance either in
own, or in being,giver a farn rent free by a relative.. In Cedar -County ‘
there .was still some evidence to show that the seeds of upward mobility
could be sown by saving income. The hired men in the study who reported
their savings, managed to accumulate an everage of $918, and as tenants.
a great number saved over five thouaand dollars. Perhaps as impressive
was that 547 of farmers had no debts as their first tenancy.210n the
whole though, the scanty Iowa and national evidence tends to indicate .

" that theregricultural ladder‘yad lost much of its relevauce by the
second decade of the twentieth century. _ :

To- attack this question in our study we depended on the experience

of two groups for insights. First, of the 188 men who were living on

" their father s,fgrg_gs unpaid laborers in 1915,»oni& 10Z had bacome ferm
owners by 1925, ‘whereas 75% were rentere. Among those who vere hired

]

',ﬁagds in the 18-25 age group, that is paid members of the labor force on’

o

their fathers farms, or working for others, 247 were owaers in 1925, 477

were tensnts, and 187 ‘remained hired laborers. (See table 4.8) C e
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: ‘ 4,29
In contrast -those who were born within five years of 1880 came to

maturity at the high‘tide of the Golden Age of agricuiture. oQ av%rage

- they - aot on1y~acculglattd more 1indtthnn th;ir fathers, but due to
the steep inflation‘of land prices had showmn considertble economic
mobility as well. (Table 4.14). On balance, tﬁough, for the younger
members of the sanpie, the data does suggcst that the farm slump of
1920/21 did take .its toll. Among those aged between .28-45 in 1925, 112
vere farl owners in 1915, by 1925 their ranks had doubled to -23%. But
the raqks of farm renters were also increased from a total of 262 to 312
ten years later. - '

"Without question’the surest‘wgy of becoming a farm ounej in 20th
century Tova vas for an individual to inherit land outright, marry an
heiress: or inherit with ‘siblings and pay off their share of the inheritnnce
over a period of years. In this regard; birth order did not bring any
particular advantage to the. farler as far ;s ‘the. amount of land owned
was concerned. For although only children and'elderly sons Qid have
slightly more land than those of middle positions in the Qirih‘ordgr,
this was pértly a result of ;ge~;nd4differenéeg'uere not gigtificant.
(Tableé~4 15 4.16) ‘

Open country nobility in the 20th century began to resenble more
and more closely a forn of slall business enterprise with an apptenticeship
period, and inheritancg system vhich was very similar. An occupational
ladder qg sorts did function in a situation where a son worked on his '
“father's farm as -an uépaid‘lgborer, ;nd then inherited the prbégrty.
Thus in the Corn Belt in middle Jf the Depresqion,«6lz of all farmers
reported that they-had risen in status, nnd two-thirds of all farmers in

22 °
the same study reported inheritance of propértg' Obviously there was

some upward mobility on Iowa farms in the 20th century, but increasingly

it bqsane geared to an inheritance system of intertwined sibling,transactions.
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e ) * . Tsble 4.16  _
) Pather's htl Value (1880 and Son's Farm ¥

. o 3-
0 | 2 0 - 0 1.7
‘Pether' !
‘VYalue &
1-249 1 2 0 1 2.3
1- - 3 -
250-4999 36 48 - 17 3 S8
5000- . - 62
19999 - 20 16 21 [ 35.6
] 1
20000+ 0 0 r o 0.6
Totsl - 58 68 - » - .. 9 174
) 323 9.1 . 5 22.4 5.2 100%
Camma=.225,- pv.056 '

" Fither's Acreage (1880) and Son'sAcreage (1925) -

Fa— = oy
~<

4.30

Son's Acreage
Below 60 . 61-160 - 1§1-320 3204  Total
) = 30
None & 19 - B | ‘. 0 . 26.4% 1
: ‘ S / 3
1-60 30 0 .- 21 . 1 58.5
Father's g : L9 ) ) .
Acreage . . - 21
] 61- 2 12 6 ’ 1 “ 17.1 -
160 - . B - . =
Yotal 18 14! BRI R ¢ T
' - . - Comma=.126,p=.866 _
~ w
Source: '‘Semple Data S
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"Table 6.6 T ..

‘7 _V 1913 Py Birth

»

 ‘BMirth Order Mesa Farm Valse $.D. Meen Livestock Value $.D. »

“Rldest Child: $15317 (L19)  $13785 $2457 (142) 32015

 Eldest Sou_ 12157 (67) 13907 2434 (70) - 10

 Secend Son 16731 (77) 13715 _ 2349 (e0) 1809
14957 (112) 15349 .2139.(116) - 1947 -

¥ teet=0.98 ¢ - ) _ 7 test=0.44s

rar

. ® This test L:dfcates the. cbeerved differences betweea categories were more

likely'due :0 sampling variatiom thaa te rell differences 1is the eatire
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Some insight into the interlocking factors of marriage, inheritance

and status can be gleaned from a survey of cornbelt farmers in 1937, -

many of vhom came fron one of our sample points.23 The farmers were

interviewed about their own marrisges (vhich clustered bétween 1890 and

1915), and also the marriages of their children (mostly 1910 to 1935).

The results are shown in Tables 4.17A and B, vhich correlate the status

of the two fathers of the newlyweds. In the older iene;a‘cion (k.178), N

landowners strongly preferred to marry vithin their group, vhile the _

offsrping of tenants chose mates equally from owners' and tenants’

childr‘.en. (Thig imbalance was possible becausé owners outnumbered

tenants ‘3 to 1 among parents:.) In the younger gen;ratim (4.178), the

behavior of the tenant offspring sppears unchanged. While the of fspring

of owners appear less finicky, as only 717 intermarried. MNotice, though,

that the ratio of owners to tenants has dropped to 2 to L (171 vs 86). - -~
Applying our standardization procedure, we can adjust 4.17B so that the -
marginals are equal to 4.17A, and inspect the 1‘p11cationc for 1nte;‘f-§rrhge
(4.17C). That 1s, we can answer the counter-factural question of what .
-intermarriage rates would have been if the ratio of otniers“ to tenants

had remained con;tant at 3 to 1. The results are surprising. Owners' )
¢hildren are almost as eager to marry within their kind as their parents
.hadA been- (832 ver<l\‘u 887). But tenant offspring reveal s significantly
increased ptefetePce for marriage into the owners’' circle (gsz versus 5?17 ’
532)." Everyone must havé realized by the 1920°s that economic survival ]
in Towa: agg’iiipftbre required access toq].:;g mrship:. No doubt romance

still blossomed on the prairie, only it was increasingly tempered with a

measure of acreage.

Economic conditions in the 1920's and 1930’3 disrupted the equilibrium

of fgn nbilit! still more, and severely d;a-aged a system vhich-on :
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#
Table 4.17 A
- ‘ Corsbelt Farn Pami) - 1age, c. 1915
A L ) S (vead-aczsss) -
‘Status of Groom's Status of Father-ia-Law . )
'!E 7 i . "
- Owmer . e . T %1 -
' 'i!-_‘@'"" 33% 473 ' 2 '
Lo © Tebla 4173 S '
. Ootﬁdt Paxm l-uy, m bm c. 1910-35
Statws of Croom's or o o .
Bxide's Father - ., Owsexr Tensst/Lasberer |
"Ownez ' ng ¥ -
Temsnt/Laborer 522 i ASL 8
: ‘ Table 4.17 C
o Corabelt Yorn Femily,Expected Tnternarriags,c 1 1910-35 )
Jtatws of Father-ia-low .
“Status of Grooa's or . , . v '
. Bride's Father Owaer ¢ t-m/ubou: |
Owme ‘ - -§3% e 267
- ° 328 S

s 68X
— ,m — S 7:' o ‘3;;
u' u"‘snuumubuummuzummmotmu ‘

’ 4.17 A.
Seurce? Schlu “The Social Status sad Term Temure Attitudes sad co-um-

< -of Mt ond Cottonbelt Farmers”, Socisl ?t lo. g
‘ Iuhh.m D.c.: U.S. Dept. of A;ttaluu.u
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paper at hut, did glive Incentive to the little man. ‘rhe farm dcprmion

. forced farmers to be more flexible in their careers. A few who lost
their property by foreclosure became renters; many noved into towm to
take up other ioccupations. It was not surprising that the rapid changes
seen in the economic condition between the end of World War I and the
mid 1930"s caused considersble bitterness. The violence seen on the

" prairies of northwest Iowa took place in an area which only the decade

before had seen a co-parntively -open -system of farm mobility and great .
24 i

Prosperity.

=

Religion and Sociazl Mobility

- F

In Chapter 3 we noticed that religious groupings were correlated
: >
with status differences. The Congregationalists, Presbyterians and
Episcopalians (our "High Status Protestant” grouping) were concentrated

disproportionately in white collar occupations, while Catholics and

Lutherans were more often’ farmers. ‘(See table 4.18A). Several different

forces were compounded here, and our task now is to sort them out in
their effects on the social status of sons in 1925. First, the fathers
differed by religious gtm;.ping in the proportions who‘vere vhite collar,
blue, and farmers. Second, the rate at which sons from each kroug moved
up or down differed by religion. Let us answer tbe,counterfac*tual
qmtion—-ulut would the sons' status have been if the fathers in each
religious grouping lud identical status profﬂec, notably 10.1% wbite
collsr, ’18.21 blue, and 71.7% farmers? Using the observed outflw rates
for each religious group, and the hypothetic fathers' distribution, we

arrive at Table 4.18B. The diffefences between 4.18BA and B are showm in

4.18C. This shows that their fathers' status made Catholic sons 1 point more

»

’ likcfy to be farmers (€02 observed, 57/ e:gpected), and slightly less
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The greatest difference came e

likely to be white or blie-collar workers.
ia the raaks of "Nigh Status” Protestants and non-denominationsl Protestants,

vith fewer farmers than expected. : -

Hsving iromed out the effect of fathers' status, we cin now see how
much effect each Teligion had on the mobility of .the sons. (Tsble
4.17D) If each religion had an identical effect, the: the m in each - .
row of table 4.17B.would have been divided 20-25-55 among white collsr,
blue and farm occupations. For most groups, the differences between the

adjusted observed rates and the expected rates are not great—considering

our Oqlc sizes, a 3 or 4 point difference is slight. Howevér, religion ;
made a very great difference for hi;h status and non-denominationsl o
Protofotan*u. Both groups hed an intergenerational mobility out of N
farming, and into white collar Jobs for the fi,‘r.f, group and into blue
collar jobs for the second.
t At this stage it would be tempting to try to show that the superior
e,ducation of the High Status Protestants, and the inferior schooling of
the non-flénminntioml Protutmés produced these results. Unfortunately,
vith only 71 and 82 white collar sons in these respective groups, we
have too few ca;u to ctbu-tabuhée education with father's status. . )
But_we can igot:@ce in Table 4.17D that Protestants vere Bore lihli than
'Catholics -or- agnostics to favor white collar jobs, that ‘Protestant and
Catholic church members were less 1ikely than non-members to become blue
collar workers, and that Catholics, Lutherans and agnostics were particularly
inclined to stay in ;griéulg;xre&. The impression is that the urban
niddle cl.ds a_txtracted ‘religious men, the urban working class attracted

non-teli;ioua men, and that a’ traditional religious background inclined

Ben to remain on thé farm.
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Teble 4.18 A . -

"

SR Observed Soa's Status by Religien
B ¢ < -

8cK

—JRaliglon Waite Collar _  Blwe Collar Blue Coller __ Parmer ~ x

. ‘Righ Statws Prot* 48 1” s - 149
Prot, waspecified 28 &4 27 289
Lutherea 20 - 19 61 206
Catholic 19 ‘ . . ) 33

. Low Status Pro 17

. Yo Beligiem 13 . -
.& —_ - 20 23 -8
. "m‘.‘unnnth-u.u, Episcopalisms .

- % Methodiste, Christisms, Beptists, sad all walisted densminstions.

s
i
s

Table 4.18 B

Former '
. High Status Prot. 41 : 17 42
: Prot. waspecified 2s . 41 ) 33
~ Lutherea ; L. 22 21 I -
- Cathelie - " 19 . 21 ) _
. 'Low Statws Pret. 18 ) 3 38
: W 14 — 26 : §:
. All- - \ - 25 ,
‘HotesContructed from observed social mobility pettern of esch growp by
- asouning the fathers in. each grewp wers 10.1% Whaice Céllar, 18.2%
Blue Collar and 71.7% farmers. : .
- . reslekasc '

Totsl Effect of Father's Statws on Son's

. Low Status Prot. 21 -2 e :
" Ho Religien ?-L : =1- 2 . x

. Note: Eatries are the differences of cell eatries is Tabies 4.104 and 4.15)

~ Tourcer Tample Data, T —
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Table 4.18 D

Total Effect of Religicn on Sea"s Status
Comtrolling for Fathers' Statws °

Cathelic
Low Statws Prot.

No Religfen
Source: Sample Data. ‘
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: -O'llt excursion through the numerical thickets of intergenerational
mobility Tables has emphasized the importance of industrialization,

education, inheritance, and religion in accounting for the redistribution

of Iowa's human crop into occupations and status groups. It would be a

mistake to jump fra,m.mlytiul separation of these factors to the N

conclusion that they were operating independently.. The industrialization

of the labor force was made possible, to varying degrees, by the willingness
of families to educate thei;: children in nev skills, by the increasing
shortage of good farmland, and by the refusal of Iovans to insist upon
living on the farm at the cost of subdividing land holdings to a subsistence
level. The lode’rn‘ quest for wealth——or is 1t ax Agnc:l.ent quest‘.'—-pteoccupie:i
all Iovans, but some groups were_better at ic thu; othet;, or perhaps

more villiﬁ; to sacrifice today's leisure and luxury for tomorrow's

promise.

»
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1. The first small scale attempt was Merle Curti The Making of an

A-erican Community (Staford U.P. 1959); compare Ray Billingtom,

America's Frontier Heritage (New York: Eoit, Rieckart, and Winston,
1966). - -

2.  After automobile ownership became widespread, a man could live in

open country and comiute to a non-farm job.

N

. 3. It-m more complicated than this. _Doubtless some of the blue
collar fathers at one time or another had been farmers or even
vhite collar workers, so perhap their sons were not making such a
‘dramatic change in life stylé. Likewise for famAan‘d vhite collar
fathers and their offspring. With data for only a couple pointa_:i.n

time we cannot explore these possibilities.

4. Note that only 10Z of the fathers were white collar, versus 20% of
the séns. Blue i:oliar ranks grew from 18 to 25Z, while the farm

sector shrank from 72 to 55%. Tables 4.2 and 4.4

>

.5.." Melvin L. Kohn, Class and Conformity: A Study in Values (Homewood,

: - Il: Dorsey Press, 1969), 136; lent compare Richard Hamilton, Class

~ and Politics in the United States (New York: Wiley, 1972), ch.9. -

- 6. For a general discussion of the politics of class in Iowa and

I11inois, see Richard Jensen, The Winning of ‘the Midwest: Social

; and Pol:lt:lcal Confl:lctL 1888—-1896 (Chicago. U of Chicago Press,

: 1971), and especially Ill:lno:ll (New York' Norton, 1976).

-
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| .
i effect of excluding the impact of industrislization. Unfortunately,

§ the ratios are highly liable to fluctuate because of small cell
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x

2 sizes.
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In 1930 1n rural Towa, 2% of the 9h£14ren 11 to 15 were boarding in.
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Gaumnitz, "Availability of Public School Education in Rural Comunities"”

U.S. Office of Education, Bulletin, 1930 No. 34, p. 17,41. _

i
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Annals of Towa 62 (1974),.161-97. '

_ 2

The Alumni of Towa State College (Ames, Iowa: Iowa State Pr;ess,
1925.)

" A compa&rison of studénts at nine Midwestérn teachers colleges and

eight liberal arts colleges in 1933 showed that 32% of .the former,

-

and only 13% of ‘the latter came from farm families. Edward S.

Evenden, Guy C. Gamble and Harold G. Blue, Teacher Personnel in the ]

>

United States (vol.2 of "National Survey of the Education of Teachers')

. U.S. -Office of Bducation, Bulletin 1933, No.10, p.135. See--also
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Collegg Students (New York: Colulbia Teachera College, 1929) and- Ora
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E. Peynoldl, The Social and Economic Status of College’ Students
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appear in ”State -Higher Educational Institutions of Towa," U.S.

Bureau of Education, Bulletin, 1916 no. 19, pp. 34;36 212—20. The
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great -ajority of sfudents travelled no more than fifty miles to
college, and the entire He-tern half of the state had only sour
small colleges in 1916, compared .to 22 larger schools in the central
aud eastern sections. Interstate student movements were ;u-erically

negligable.
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Chapter-V

A - . - R

Occupational Mobility and Socio-econo-ic Achieve-ent

So far in this study only a cursory attempt has been made to f
understand the process of mobility in ‘the early 20th century. Our!ai-
in the following chapter 1s to thoroughly explore the question-of
stratification in Iowa. As has been pointed out, "the most important
paraleter of the Process of stratification in"a society is the jfgr
of assoclation between background or social origin. and achievement. nl
Therefore, it is vital to show, for'example, how well ho-e environment
and father's occupational status explained”’edveational attainment.

) Likeuise, to what extent did schooling itself exert influence jon
occupational status, and to carry the analysis a shade further, how
much did all these facfors combined determine an individual's income.
We have already found that ‘the majority of Iowans showed scant interest
" in continuing ,their education beyond the primary level. At the same time,
an. analysis of the rate of return -6f education indicated that a high -
school and college education was a good investment monetarily, and a
Jvirtually essential one for those who sought vhite collar status. To
explore the connection among these findings we shall use -path analysis
to-measure the caise and effectﬁofvbackground characteristics upon
education, occupation, andgearnings; and multiple classification analysis

-

to further explore and -disentangle the economic rate of return Iowans
- L4

-

«derived from education.




Socio~Economic !éggggound‘and Achievement over a Generation

. Historians and- sociologists have aluays implicitly- assumed thut
in "equalitarian" heartland Iowa in tbe first years of this century
‘mOSt social.nobility outside the farm sector could be attributed to *
"achieved" characteristics rather than .to "ascribed" onmes. This
assumption implies that the influence of a father’s occupational status
and economic position would have little bearing on his son's educational
attainment, his occupation or his income, and that in turn, education
would be the,pri-ary force behind occupational status. In short, we
shouI; éxpect the proverbiai‘egalitari;nis- o£ midwest folklore to be

apparent in the achievement process of Iowa.

In order to Present a coherent discussion of our findings we must

briefly discuss nethodological Procedures. Our basic variables are

father's occupation and father’S'econo-icEstatus, the number of siblings
-of each respondent, his years of Educational,attain-ent,,1915 occupation, :
‘and 1915 earnings. They yill be arranged in a dynanmic nodel derived

from Blau and Duncan's American Occupational Structure. As far as

possible their recursive model or rather a more: recent version of it,2
will be.used with some minor, but with one -ajor nooificatioﬁ. Althougn
our data permitted the calculation of status scores for each occupation,
;these scores were -a product of the same education and income variables
used in the model. Because their intrusion in their original—form would
have made -a mockery of results, our only recourse was to design an
ordinal scale from 10 to 1 which was a derivation of the empirical

) occupational status 8c9res.3 Furthermore, as age wvas an important
determinant of education? occupation and income, the non-farm pPopulation

was divided into gynthetic cohorts of four different age groups: those




. both a respondent’s education (columm 3) and occupation (column 5); in

-

-aged under 30 in 1915, those 30 to 39, 40 to 49, and 50 and older. -

A further set of equations. involved the farm population. Here a more

compact model was designed ubiéh by-passed the measurement of occupational

mobility. As the economic status of the fathers of'nost farmers was

available, their farm value was substituted for occupational status.

Again, the -analysis of the farm population was controlled for age. : .
Ihble S.I‘shous the zero-order correlations between variables

together with their means and standard deviations for Towans 1n'non-farm

occupations in- 1915. OJerall our hypothesis about "the openness" of

this society would seen to be confirmed.. A father's occupational status, ’ -

the most important background variable, had z weak relationship with

no cdse predicting even 3% of either pattern.

o

These weak relationships vere partly caused by the inclusion of a

large number of men whose fathers were farmers. For when a similar

Analysis was run on men bﬁo had 1ived all theixilives in an urban situation,

a father'§ occu;anion exerted greater influence on gducation, and at the
same time was a better predictor of a son's occupation than his son's
education was.4 This was not the case nmong the general -urban population
analyzeé%here, which includes many migrants for in all age groups education

was a good predictor of occupntional status. As might be expected a strong

_correlation was found between an urbanitg‘s occupational status and his*i

incomne.

7 - >

-

Our earlier bivariate analysis ignored humber of siblings as a

factor in occupational mobility. In the two youngest cohorts, number of

*v

siblings correlated negatively with all career variables, and with

education in all age groups. That 1is, the mone siblings a man had, the




Table 5.1

Zero-Order Correlations for Occupational ‘Mobility

Model, Urban Iowa, with Age Coatrols

5.1A Men under 30, 1915, N=384%

L

1 -2 3 4 5 Mean s.D.
- .005 .147 .128 .100 6.34 1.57
- - -.180 _ --.077 ~.066 3.72 2.35
- . - - 3313 .094 8.42 - 2.58-
- - - 7 - .315 5.21 1.98
- - - - - " $ 693 792
5.1B Men 30-40, 1915, N=350
1 2 3 4 5 xean ~ s.D.
- .oo; .155 " .23 .139 6.52 1.52
- . - -.101 ~-.079  -.023 3.75 2.42
- - - .386 134 7.88 2.97
- - - - 290 - 6.39 1.84
- - - - - - $1140 965
5.1C_Tea 40-50, 1915, 221

-1 2 3 4 5 Mean S.D.
- " .046 .113 .164 .143‘ "6253 1.31
- - -.158  -.069 .030 4.29 2.38
- - - .483 .337 7.76 3.19
- - - - .395 6.59 - 1.87
- - - - . $1169 1259
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Table 5.1 3.5
H - (Cont.)
Zero-Order Correlations for Occupational Mobility
Model, Urban Iowa, with Age Controls ) R
5.10 Men 50 :and Over, 1915, N=94 L
1 2 3 4 5 Mean s.D.
= .068 -, 346 .161 ‘ 6.73 121
-~ - ~.068 .148 .105° 4.87 - 2.29
- - - 459 .39 - 711 3.30
- - - - 4T 6.8 1.48
- - ~ . - s14s 1127
- 5.1E Hgn, A}].‘.Age Groups, 1915, N=1064&
1 2 3 4 s Mecn s.D.
~ .027 A1l 198 136 6.3 1.47° «
- - ~.149 -.023 .008 3.96 2.39 .
< - - © = .316 .180 7.95 .94 -
- - - .376 6.06 - 1.97
L -~ - - - - $ 982 1011
1: Father's Occupational Status ;
2 No. of Siblings .
3 Years of Education :

W=

4 Respondents Occupational Si:atus

5 Income 1915

=

_, 154




. AS.G’
less education, status and income he recei!gd. This, as has been noted ’
in recent studies, was a logical result. Fever siblings would allow
Parents to concentrate more resources on each child; this in turn would
permit a petter start in life. Indeed, a small number of children is
-characteristic of more modern, more achievement-oriented families
worldwide. Iherefore,;in all cohorts fewer brothers and sisters allowed
men to stay in school longer. In'add:lt:lon, with the two younger cohorts,
COﬂing from a smaller family would seem also to produce a slight advantage
in later life. ‘

. "“The openﬁess" of Towa urban society in this period was made even

more explicit when we applied ‘the data to the model which treats income

and education as caused by backgréund factors. The method was straightforward.

First, education in Years was regressed with father's educatioﬁ and
number of siblings. Then 1915 occupation was regressed onto education,
father $ occupation, and number of siblings, the last equation regressed
1915 income on all the pPreviously mentioned variables. The standar di?ed
regression coefficients (which make it possible to compare unlike units,
such as dollars and years of scﬂooll»aré the path cceffipients.

Figure S.JFshows the path»coefffcients in all the equations.for age
groups in- the study, the results for the total urban population, and

-

Duncan's standardized coefficients for.middle aged men i1 1962. Again
the results were influenced strohgly'by-éhé rural backgrounds of a large
number of men. ‘Only in o;e cohort, did nuﬁfer of siblings ﬂ;ve more
influence on educatior than father's ;tatus, but unlike the 1962 results,
in Iowa a father's occupation had little influence upon.a son's education.

(As aigéady noted, with men born and bred in an urban environment,

>
background ‘was much more influential in both predicting education and

=

-




occupation, and results differed only slightly from oonteq»orarrnterhh;)
Among the total urban population, inalyzed here, so-eth;.ng similar was ‘ -
also discernable. When predicting océupat:lon, a father's status wvas
marginally ldre; important than in 1962, hovever education had less ,po;rer

than it had fifty years later. Thus i;: would appear that ascribed

characterist:lcs‘in ;1915 still retained some importance as far as occupational

» r4

mobility was concerned, although education was ,beg:lnning to exert greater
influence on the mobility process. Finally, while the background variablésA
had i;ery little impact on earnings, occhat:lon in urban Towa in 1915 had
-a= stronger impact on income ;:han in 1962. This was proi:ably caused by

the post Horld Har Two trend for the gap between white and blue collar

incomes to narrow.

”

-

In view of the small coefficients of ‘determination (Rz), and the
:large amount of unexplained variance indicated on the diagrams, we do -
n;it wish here to fall into the trap encountered by Jencks.- He has
suggested that because the. amount of variance explained in predicting
s:)éioecoﬁomic status was disappoi;téi:ng; luck, oore than any measurable
factor, playéd a major p;rt in achievement ov;er the life cyc”le.5 A
Another interpretation could just as easily ascribe it t&o pluck. In
this study our intgrest is more with the inter-relationships of variables,
and especially of background (;n occupation and education. Measurement
proble:;xs, énd the large number of men with rural backgrounds hampered
- the analysis. However, dé;p;.ge these methodological deficiencies, som;-
conclusions can be drawn fro;:z the 'r;esﬁlts. Among the total urban'population
of Towa the process of mobility showed some similarity to contemporary T -

-

trends. While famil'y background had little influence on edvcation,

educa‘{:ion was in turn fairly influential in"determin:lng status and income.

-
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} Figure 5.1: Path Diagras

} Occupational Model, Urban, Iowa e
. 1915 . .

) ] ) (Cont) .- .
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Source: Sample Data.

* OCG materials come from Otis Dudley Duncan et al., Socioeconomic Background
and Achievement( New York: Seminar Press, 1972),pp. 39~40.
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Thus our earlier hypothesis that urban Iowa was an open society, would
Seem to be confirmed. But at the same time it must be recogniZed that
the pouefful influence of the countryside on the~occupatgonal structure
of Towa cities and towns tended to dampen the legacy of ascriptive
factors. In which case achievement had not entirely triumphed in the
&process of stratification in urban Towa.

Background and Achiéﬁenent on the Farm .

As our earlier %nquify‘into—the agricultural ladder showed faim
social mobility and consequently opportunity on the fa;h seemed to be
decreasiné'in the first two decades of the century. Our task here is
nore -modest than in the previous section. It is simély to .look at the

experiences of two differept cohorts, one of mature farmers, and another

E

of the young men who had only recently’taken over théii father's farms,
to understand EPé importance of background in:explaining farm property
accunulation. Our Strategy is to use one equation only, regressing 1915
‘farm value upon father's-property value, number of siblings and education.

In Table 5.2 the zero order correlations of both ;ohorts show

almost identical strength between infér-generational property value, but

3

the educational attainment variable among mature men had a much stronger
influence on property values{ than it had for Younger men. The.older
men had many years to. use. their education in adopting more modern and
efficient techniques, while the younger ones had not yet had many of
these opportunities. Tﬁeaweaith of the younger farmers &epenq?d mostly
on- the inheritance they had from their father. Also, the inheritance

of older farmers came when land was cheaper; indeed, many of the older

farmers had not inherited any property at all frém their fathers, tut




- 5.-1
had worked up the ladder. Thus the older farmers® economic standing vis
influenced more by their modest educational accomplishments than by the
effect of int§rgenerationa; Property trausmission. While the differences
in economic success between these two cohorts was partly attributable to
life ‘cycle éffects, pare&tal influence on,theif lives, from an economic
viewpoint, was also important. In addition the primacy in the younger
cohort of the father's Property values, also pointed to a tightening of
oppor;unitieS‘in open country Iowa.

-

Economic Returns and Achievement

If the section on the socioeconomic achievement of urban men’
estgbli%hed that ascribed factors had little effect on the lives of(',
Iowans, it would seem logical, therefore, to assume thatiachievement,
especially in towns and cities, was largely the result of individual o
effort once a man left home for the first time. On the other hand, .
educational attainment did hinge zo a considéraﬁle degree upon a decision
by parents to permit children either4to_1é;ve or continue their studies.
Whether they made that decision themséiy;s, or their parents made it
;or them, to soxe degree their lives were affected in later Years by how
nuch education they obtained. 1In this section we will be again concerﬁéd
with calculating the economic returns derived: from education, and--in
addition~-their consequent effect on income inequality among occ?pations.

. Moreover, we will make some estimation of the differences. between ethnocultural
groups in their earning capabilities with‘basically the same model as

#

‘was used earlier.
1]

However, first let us dwell briefly upon the effect of parental

occupation on earnings. Table 5.3 displays the earnings of Iowa men

169
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: 5.14 o
" in 1915 classified by the occupation of their fathers calculated as a

percentage of the;grand occupational mean. As in all the following
tables, the ‘data are shown in the left hand column w;th no controls,

then in the central column with controls‘fron categorical variables, and
~finally in the right hand column with controls from appropriate variables
measured in both,categorical and interval‘form.

For- purposes ‘of clarification, Table 5.3 should -be read as‘ follows. 5

The first column gives the actual income of each group of sons- according

to the father' sJoccupation. Column two shows what the relative incomes

would have been 1f each rovw of sons had the same occupational profile. -

-

Columm three shows what the,relative incomes would have been 1if each row

&

of sons had the same occupational profile and" the same age distribution. ’ L

The results were produced by the Multiple Classification program of SPSS,

&

which is essentially a multiple regression routine.

ércept for the sons of professionals, controls made little impact
on the spread of incomesgaround the mean. More interésting was the gap
between the high status and low status occupations. Withoui controls
95 percentage points separated the sons of managers from the sons of
operators (166 versus 71); with controls this gap was reduced to 67
points (150 versus 83). Although it would seem obvious from the data
that thére were some advantage from coming from a managerial‘household,
.. 1t should bg_rgnﬁgbered that_they,onlx constituted:about 3% of the 9
?intergenerational-sample members. Farm owners’ sons, who made up over
. ' ' ——

50% ‘of the population scored very close to the mean. Thus if we disregard
‘the managers, for-a moment, the ‘spread between occupations with controls
.was only 28 percentage points. Though this is not to deny the ‘advantages

of a background from a high status home, especially when a father was a
H

prosperous businessman or professional, these data confirm the earlier
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Table 5.3 . .
. .. Mean 1915 Earnings of Iowa Workers by Father'’'s ‘6ccupat16n
u -as a Perceatage of the ‘Grand ‘Mean, 1915-1925 Traced Sample
Y d - : P - - © - =
Occupation of : Controls for Son's Controls for Son's
*  Father ’ No Controls h Occupation . Occupation an:i Age
. Professional ~* - 1287 . 992 ' 105%
Manager . 166 154 . 150
et &
- Farm Ounér 105 : 105 L7 103,
Proprietor Merchant = 46 . 88 - 92
“White Collar 83 A 70 ‘ 77
Skilled-Craft 91 . o3 * 96
a &
Operator o 71 - 78 . 83
‘Laborer 9. 78 . 77
~Farm Renter 91 . 93 ) ) 97, -
Farm Laborer ; 76 84 - 93 o
Mead $980=100, N=1197 . s =
2 . 2 v 5, )
: . )
2 .
’ ~ & Fd
) &
) :
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»

impression that advantages from ascribed characteristics were minimal
once a man begap—h;s career.* On the other hand, within the second
generation urban population, the transmission of socio-economic staius

in the highest occupational ranks was clearly apparent from the actual

*

incomes without controls.

——

Let us now turn to rhe question of econo-ic returns derived fron

schooling. There-:s 1itt1e doubt that the characterization of the
typical Towan as a market-oriented economic man would be correct.6 The
necessity of farmers and small town businessmen to keep very close
contact with market fluctuations was an indicator that, in comparison to
men in other walks of %ife, the economyﬁblayed a vitel part in their
lives and livelihood. Since the economic rewards from education were
substantial,‘purely from the materialigtic viewpoint we should expeet
that Yowans would in;est in education. However, as we saw in a previous

chapter, because the returns from education took many years to mature,

*

and there were cultural and other biases aéainst education, ﬁore,taﬁgible

%

investments were sought out. < :

. In Table 5 j wé have dug deep” . into our data resources for material

-

which compares economic returns from educatlon. Table 5.44 are 1925

-

Lrban dwellers who- were traced back to 1915 Table 5.4B is another
_sample of all urban dwellers in 1915, and- Table 5.4C is a sample of all

farmers in 1915. There is 1little doubt that the tiny.proportien of

coilege=graduates in the traced.sample (5.44) achieved “substantial .
economic benefits from their edhcation. All these men were pillars of

’ their communities and their advantage in comparison to the college
=2

graduates in the urban sample was a result of their geographical stability.

The 85 point spread (171 versus 86) between college graduates and men
k]




Table 5.4A “ 5.17

Incomes of Iowans vith Different Amounts of Schooling
as a Percentage of the 1915 Average, 1915-1925 Traced Sample

: Bducation ) " Controls for Controls for Age
- Yeatl ) No Controls Occupation and Occupation
14 Raral T 93T 733
~ 5-8 Rural 93 97 95
" 1-4 Graded 95 104 100
5-8 Graded .93 99 101
. Some High School ‘ 101 § 98 104
High School Grad. 107 161 105
“Some iu‘ollege 131 ‘ 106 . 109 -
College Graduate 227 & 169 ‘ 171

" Mean $980=100 N=1944

Table 5.4B Incomes of Iﬁwané with Different Amounts of Schooling
: -as a Percentage of the 1915 Average, Urban Sample

Education ) Controls for Controls for Age
Years ] No Controls Occupation and Occupation

T Ruraz 6% * 8% 837
.5-8 Rural " 80 B 90 %0

| 1-4 Graded 50 76 - 76
5-8 Graded 92 101 . 101

. Some High School 109 100 100

" High School Crad. 131 123 123
Some College - 144 ‘ 113 113
College Graduate i7o 124 124
Mean $1017x100 K=1025 :

%




Table 5.4C

| Incomes of Iowans with Different Amounts of Schooling
as a Percentage of the 1915 Average, Farn Sample

Education ) Controls for Age -

1% ural ' ’ 109% -

5-8 Rural ’ 100

1-8 Graded : 71

Some High School 110 Mean $1086-100
High School Graduate 115 N=671  *
Some College 7 106

‘Source: Sample Data Y
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vitli-ouily_ 1-4 years of country schooling was no greater than that found

in contemporary data between primery school graduates and men with

graduate degrees. 7

x
As regards those with less schboling, wvhile our returns in 5.4A
show that earnings increased ;lben more education was invested, the
spread was only 23 points =(lé9 vé¥sué 66) between men vit:hso-e college
" and men with rural educations. As was exvected, the urbin population

demonstrated more inequality in earnings and high school graduates

(L)

possessed considerable advantage over those who had left school at the
eighth grade. In essence the differences between these two populations
vere caused by the absence of farmers in the latter. For when farmers
were analyzed alone (5.4C) education had only a- trivial impact on income.
This last result perhaps cc:nfirms the traditional skepticism.of farmers
about the powers of education to improve their incomes when national
factors so heavily determined Prices. 1In the long rumn, as we noted
before, education and wealth were correlated for older farmers.
Thus although there were indic:;tors that education dici bring economic
" benefits, much of its impact was due to background factors working in
conjunctio; with occupation. Indeed, when we turned to inequality @ng
Bccupatior;al groups,. the stratification of Iowa society was pronounced.
In the traced sample (5.5 A) high status white collar men earned twice
as much as unskilled workers, and only farm owners approached the earning
power of p::Bfessionals and managers. In the sample of all urban men . :
(Table 5.5B), the symmetry according to status was not so obvious. Two
groups stood out. The "farmers"” in this case were migrants who had only

recently taken up residence in cities and towns. Their economic ‘perfonnance

had suffered as a result. Migration also contributed to the -strong

performance of the proprietors. Their average income of 41% above the

. 163




- ' 5.2¢
mean was due to the need for flexibility in their business affairs. In
the traced sample (5.54), the proprietors (the small town and village‘
-erchants) had lower incomes because they were more stable; they Presumably
were less prepared to take the risks involved in operating smail businesses
dependent on the farm economy. For this reason their returns were less
impressive. .

¥hen the sizplified occunational structure was analyzed (Table 5.5C)
the small elite of high status white collar men exerted less upward
pull on the total white collar population. Even so white collar workers
‘earned 8? more -than farmers (114 versus 106). However, both farmer and
white collar carnings were far more impressive than those ;f blue collar
workers (il4 and 106 versus 70).

Finally, despite the fact that ethnocultural variables exerted
1little .or no direct effect upon earnings, it is 1nportantito ascertain
the distribution of income from an ethno-religious perspective because
of our earlier emphasis on religion and ethnicity as a useful guide to
achievement among Iowans. In Table 5.6 the model used in the first
section of this chapter, with the addition of religion and ethnicity,
was adopted to predict earnings.

-Certainly the most striking result in the ethnic panel is the

declension of the old stock Americans. They were fully 31 percentage

points below the British, and eleven points below the Irish in their

earnings. Their diversity, unlike that within other ethnic groups, was

, P
largely responsible for this. With transplanted souti:2vners, prosperous
urban professionals and dirt farmers in the “southern triangle,’ ali
skewing the results, the variance in their earnings was gohsiderable,

* Both the East Eutbpean and the Northern European results were distorted

169
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Table 5.5A

. , : §:2£

Mean 1915 Earnings of Iowans by Occupational Category
as a Percentage of the 1915 Average: Traced Sample

. Controls for Controls for Age
-Occupation No Controls Education and Education
Professionals 2252 1892 1872
Managers : 175 170 165
. Farm Owners: 120 ) 121 119
Proprietors 108 i06 103
White Collar 79 ~79 * 83

Skilled Craft 80 80 79
Operators 75 77 77
Laborers . 56 54 61
Farm Renters 86 88 92
"Farm Laborers 36 38 48

Mean $980=100, N=1944

I3 g

.Table 5.5B

Mean 1915 Earnings of Iowans by Occupational Category

‘Mean $1017=10D, n=1025

i . as a Percentage of the 1915 Average: Urban Sample

y Controls for Controls for Age
Occupation No Controls Education and Education
Professionals 184% 1682 1692 °
Managers 172 167 167
"FParmers®' . 77 84 . 84
Proprietors 144 141 141
White Collar ‘ 86 85 84
"Skilled Craft 82 84 _ 85
Operators . 92 - 94 . 92
‘Laborers 52° 58 58
"Farm laborers" 49 51 51

of the Grand Mean, Traced Sample

Table 5.5C Mean Earnings of Iowans by 6ccupation as a Percentage

Controls for

Controls for Ethnicity,

“Occupation No ContrZIs Ethnicity & Religion Religion, Age, Ed., Sibs.
z and Father's Occupation
White Collar 1367 134 1147
65 65 70
101 102 106

170




' - . 5.22
by sampling error. Neither ethnic group had more than twenty intergenerational

cases,rand in both groups a substantial nusber of men would hav€ probably
" given the former a less impressive éerfor-ance, and would have improved
the return of the‘Northern Europeans. Religion, on the other hénd, had
little effect upon income distribution, with or without coqcrols.
However, it did allow some important insights into income digtriﬁution
among old stock Americans. With the exception of the agnostics who were
the largest group, and were in&ariably farmers isolated from religious
institutions, the old stogk religious denominations showed some advantage
over Catholiés‘aqd Luthef;ns. Controls improved the position of unaffiliated
Protestants, but had the reverse effect upon high status Protestants.

It was significant that in Jowa, which was largely a Protesgant state,

Catholics displayed the greatest disadvantage among ail religious~groupings.

Conclusion )
The final answers to the question of the "openness" of -the stratification
system in Iow; will have to wait until the following chapter when the
migration patterns of Iowans will be anglyzed. However,, our material on
the economic returns for education, and the relationship between occupation
and income, lave already indicated the presence ;f a gmall elite in the
state who stood out dramatically from the rest of the population. Their
advantage stemmed largely from their high status backgrounds, which in
turn permitted high educational attainment, and high socio-economic
status. But in the total urban population, which included a numbér of
farn born men who tended to dampen the effect of background on education
and occupation, ‘the impact of the elite was minimal.
In fact there was an Bpen stratification system in urban Iowa ;n

the first two decades of this century. Background, as we have. been able

171




Table 5.6 5.23

Mean 1915 Earnings of Iowans by Ethnicity and Religion
as a Percentage of the Grand Mean, Main Sample
Controls for )
- Ethnicity _ No Controls Religion All Controls*
East/Southern 1112 1272 1367 .
- Europe N .
-01d Stock _ 95 .92 91
Scabdinav%an‘ 108 110 115
British 131 127 122
Other North 60 ‘ 61 ] 58
" Europe
German 102 107 111
Irish 104 109 102

Mean $980=100, N=1061

k4

-
*s

Controls for

Religion No Controls Ethnicity - All Controls**

No Religion - 89% . 942 96%Z

Protestant - 114 118 ' 121 o
‘ No Affiliation
- High Status Prot. 125 119 106 ’

Low Status Prot. 100 102 99
" Catholic 99 89 93

Lutheran - 98 ‘ 92 - .98

Mean $980=100, N=1061 .
Source: Sample Data . .

ﬁfContrgl;ing for religion, occupation, education, siblings and father's occupation.

*EControlling for ethnicity, occupation, education, siblings and father's education.
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to measure it, had very little impact on educational attainment, and as

in a modern society education had some influence in predicting occupational

- status. While the overall ability to predict 1ncome was not great, ’
the results were sinilar to the Duncan 1972 results, which explained only ~
7Z more of the pattern of men's incomes. With farmers' sons included in
our analysis, our correlations Qere bound to be somewhat lower. On the

* >

other hand, we can be .certain that the farm sector, in comparison, was

comparatively closed. A father s land holdings correlated reasonably

strongly with those of his son, and as was indicated in our previous

e

analysis of the agricultural ladder, multivariate techniques also indicated

some blockage in mobility among farmers. T

-

The skeptical attitude of the majority of Iowans.towarns education

1 seemed partly justified when the rate of return for earnings was calculated

€

" and compared to years of schooling completed. To be sure, a college
education allowed Iowans to accumulate great economic advantage over the
remainder of the population. But in the main traced sample a high -

school education or one or two years of college did not give an individual

-

any special advantage once all other factors were considered. Again

the impact of farmers with low educational attainment and comparatively

high earnings,‘was the principle causejnf this phenomenon. 1n‘the urban
sample, however with the influence of farmers minimized a high school

dinloma did give a man a significant income boost, all other factors
considered. Mot surprisingly education produced little differentiation s
among farmers: incomes. 1Indeed, possibly because of sampling error,

farmers with rural educations earned more, on average, than college

.matriculates!

Heither ethnieit& or religion were important in Predicting earnings,

and Patterns generally showed the lack of differentiation between ethno-
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5.25
religious groups. Occupation, however was a potent force in deter-iﬁing

income and confirmed the inequality between high status white collar men
and the remainder of the urban workforce. But for all this inequality
and stratification, the income gap between professionals and laborers

was in fact no greater in 1915 than it was in 1962.
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Notes - Chapter V

Otis Dudley Duncan, et al., Socio-economic Background and

Achievement. (New York: Seminar Press, 1972), p. 4.

Ib?d., Pp. 37-49. "Recursive"-heaﬁs that the influences go only

in one direction. That is, a son's education is completed after

his father's occupation and the number of his siblings'is fixed;

-

a son's occupation is determined after his formal schooliﬁg is
finished, and his income is determined after his occupation is
decided. One can dream up possible counterexamples, but there

-could not have been enough’exceptions to change our results. —

-

-

See Methodologicai Appendix.

See Chapter VI, pp.

s

-

Christopher Jencks, et al., Inequality (New York: Basic Books,

1972), p. 227. Jencks' explanation of the meaning of path

coefficients is recommended to the puzzled historian. Inﬁa nutshell,
.the path from variable A to B measures’ the maximum direct casual

impact A has on B. If other variables could be added, the old

paths could only be smaller. The indirect impact of A or B

consists of the pr;duq; of the paths from A to C and C to B. Arrows -
coming dhf nowvhere indicate’how important unknown variables were in
casual terms kyery‘important, usually!). Arrows ca; only go

from left to right because of our recursive assumption (footnote 2).

Missing arrows indicate that the path was very weak~-below about .(06-~
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’ . , 5,27 7
and statistically insignificant. See Herman J. loether and Donald -

G. McTavish, Descriptive Statistics for Sociologists (Bostonm, Ailyn

and:Baccm, 1974), pp. 306-40.

s

;6. See for example Baldwin, Fara Children, passim; ize Soltow, "The

" Economic Heritage of an Iowa County," Annals of Towa, 43 (1975),

P. 24; and Daniel J. Elazar, Cities of the Prairie (New York:

Basic Books, 1970), pp. 258-62, 355.

———n -

7. Jencks, Inequality; p. 225. ] i
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Chapter VI

»

Geographical Hobility‘in An AgricnlturalASooiety

# . ) z

- ?

Like racial and ethnic background, pl;ce’of birth is also ascribed
to an individual at birth. However, unlike ethnicity or racial characteristics
which cannot‘be altered, migration provides the opportunity for people
,to leave their home enivronpent to look for occupational opportunities
‘elsewhere._ Thus migration plays a similar funct;on to education, with
which it is-uery often combined, and it enables individuals to improve |
their lot, and "investt in a move whick will benefit their future ‘lives.1

As we have seen, during the lives‘of the men in this study, the .
Ioua in whicnrthe majority were born, changéé:markedlyz In the 1870's,
when the olde;t cohort was growing up, the railroads were only Just
beginning to push through the northwestern prairies, and though much of ' o
the remainder of the state was settled;:there was the opportunity within
Iowa itself for rural migration to new areas of settlement. But as the
nineteenth century drew to a close rural fertiiity, tbougﬁ declining,
‘was more.than enough to cause employment dilemmas for farm ohildren, 8o.
the younger cohorts were more likely to turn tguards the cities tnan to
remain on the land. The Iowa cities of bes Moines, Waterloo, Sioux
City, and Cedar Rapids, all doubled in size betwoen‘1900 and 1925; and
much of tﬁis increaae wa8 caused by rural-urbanimigrants taking up ..

F

residence in urban aréas. At the same time out-migration from the state
: v s .

quickened its pace, and between 1900 and 1905 the state actually lost

>

"population.?
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This chapter is a réirospective analysis of the moverent of individuals

from about 1870 to 1925. :Though a major portion of the study will be
* devoted to rural-urban migration, there is also a need to undetatand
movement within the farm populatidn itself » to appreciate the dynamics
of the general redistribution’ of population in:a 1arge1y rural environment, -

and to find out how the social .Strycture of Iowa was.affected by migration.3

. Migration and Social Structure.

-~

S

¢ i -

Contempotary studies have shown that non~farm migrants are on the
whole’more achievement orientated, they earn more, and have'better Jjobs
than men who have stayed in their home communitiesj4 On the other hand,.
migtation among farmers, modern research 3uggests,vshows rather different

=
patterns: non-migrants among farmers are more-successful, they accumulate

more_land; and are economically in a sounder position.sé _— .
Hany of the same patterns were to be. found in Iowa fifty years ago.
Let us first compare the characteristics of migrants and noﬁ-migrants
clagsified by occupation and education. ~ Lt seems clear from Table 6.1
that in Iowa migration was a mechanism of oppor;unity for professionals--
doctors, lawyers, clergy, ‘and teachers-as-in post World Har II America.
For with the exception of professionals,' unskilled laborers, farm laborers,
and. petty proprietors, all other occupacional groups were more stable
tpanimigratoty. The‘state's economy: was largely_requnsible for this.
Urban Iowa was composed of central places wn}chlserved the surrounding
2N . .

- " )
countryside. ‘The mobile elements in the non~farm occupational structure

worked in occupations which required re-location on several occasions

-4

during a lifetime. Eveny crossroads village had its merchants,‘its

school, and its doctor; and every small town its full complément of

o ‘ (] ]78 ‘ - \\.’




professionals and bu’ainesses, which, because of their dependence on the

farm econoni, were often precariously balanced between solvenéy and"
economic failure. At the louest status level, -the relative insﬁahility

" of unskilled laborers and farm -laborers, was not surprising in that\fhe

latter were often young men maneuvering to take over their own‘farms,»

and the former were inclined to be migratory in any environment. 1In
view of their nunbers, and the stereotype of localism, it is important

to notice that 46 percent of- the farmers vere movers. At the best cf

1 tines farmers were ne:er very fixed. The * ‘agricultural ladder," the
system vhereby farm 1aborers might~ climb _the ladder of occupational
status to farm renter, to owner, and eventually to landowner, required
movement around the countryside from farm to farm. Certainly the difficult -
econonic conditions brougbt about by the aefldtion after 1920 had just ‘

begun to affect the farm comnunity by 1925,.and'the data probably shows _

re}atively more instabili ty among farmers_ than there otherwise might

=%

have ‘been. The other stable elements in the population, the managers

and tha 2. more important businessmen, thé low status white collag qprkers;

= -

and the skilled and semi—skilled _blue. collar workers, ‘were all in occupations

-

whicb in the smail town environment, were more likely to be held by ’

-

native sons than by outsiders. The businessmen earned their living in

< £

family firms, ‘and the blue collar workers obtained their jobs through
kin ties, union connections, friendship, and an’ intimate knowledge -of
the available job openings in the immediate vicinity. Unlike the nineteenth‘
century, therefore, where_higher staﬂus was often an indicator of stability,

the Iowa record shows a mogé* complex phenomenon.6 To a considerable

L
R 4

- extent this was due to the importan’e of agriculture in.the economy

] -

vhich had a bearing ‘not only cn the careers of farmers but also on a
&

large segment of the whole nccupational structure of Iowa.

’ - 1797
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. - " Table 6.1 :
. Migratory Behavior, Towa, 1870-1925 N
Occupation 1in 1923 - ) Religion
# .oz ) Migrants W - ) lﬁgrnnt- ) 4
Professional 78Z 9% : Righ Status Prot. 451 - 225
Yanager - +37% 86 A Low Status Prot. 48X 847 -
- Yarmers . 46X 1501 ] % Catholic 39 - 488
- S8all Prop. six 245 : Lutheran , &7 376
Low White Collar 43¢ 143 Prot. unspecified 53X 225 = .
Skflled Craft 37X, 53 - . Mo Religion . A8 736 -
Operators ASY ., 254 i_g - "
Laborers . ssx’ " am .
* Yarm Laborers” "~ 707" - 78 :
N S T 3 -
Prhnictiry” . - Age -1n 1925° T
. Old Stock ' 51X : 1663 Under 25 521 110
Cermaa - 458 . 661 T 25-34 . 51 634
. Irish - &3% 271 35-44 51X 692
Scandinavisa ©39% * 220 . 45-54 i 51X 703
Other N. Rurope 60X 55. - 35-64 . 43 554
Lastern, Southern - Over 64 . 33430
" Burope - A5% . 88 . | K ] 3113
British 432 198 : o ‘
R— v; . 3158 ¥
» Educatiom _
8 Years or Less 47% 2290 ) ‘ <
9-11 Years 46X 364 DR
" Righ School ( . =
. Craduate -40% 215 :
Some College - 53%- 177 . ) ’ .
coug. ___70% 66 - :

3112

”

Note: Migrants are all those men who wers in a diffcrcnt: mimor civil division
at:Childhood or -later 1n the life cyclc.
Source: l-ylc Data. .
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Educational attainment was one of the instruments with which achievezent

orientated Iowans, especially farmers? sons, clinmbed on‘éhe escalatorAto
middle class status in the cities and towns. However, owing to the
dispersed nature of the rural population, the almost total reliance on
-3 rural one room school houses with low standards of teaching, and the
reluctance of the rural population to support consolidation for cultgral

and financial reasorns, a satisfactory acadenic education ia much of Iowa -

was often a question of the availability of facilities, and the strength

ofidesire on the part of parents=and children to make the necessary
sacrfgices'to,pursue educaticn past the eighth grade. '
For this reason education only affected the migratory behavior of

the relatively well educated; anong those lacking a high school diploma
. movers, and stayers s;owed similar patterns. Among high school graduates

as a whole, differentiation was also slight. However, -with those who -

had just obtained a high school diplooa, there was » tendency for men to - .

be stable. T@is vas a reflection of the availabilit; of secondary ‘ A

educatiod in the smallest of villages, and in turn showed that a high

school. diploma wis an adequate enough credential for those who were

involved in supervisory capacities in commercial activities in urban -
S Ipoa. A collegeAeduéation, on the other hand, in the absence of comhgnity-' “
colleges in the state, required an inftial move from hgqe, ghich in turn
lessened the chances of a return to the heme environment onoe formal

education was completed. This was especially trie of -collége matriculates.

from farm homes, who outnumbered students from other backgrounds.

.

. Ethnicity and religion were also correlated vith migratory bekavior.

Even though all ethnic groups with the exception of tne "other Horth

speans;” were relatively stable, when religion was introduced into

*  the analysis, a more intricate pattern emerged. .{hile only "unaffiliated

181 .
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6.6

Protestants" showed a greater pzopénsity to nigrate--the vast majority
vere old stock Avericans-—Irish and German Catholics, 1ike Scandinavian
Lutherans, showed a remarkable reluctance to pmove frop a famiiiar
environment. They were groups in small enclaves surrounded by wore

Heterogeneous populations. Their relative lack of mobility can probably

be explained by their preference to iive in predominantly ethnicaily .

honogeneous localities, combined +4th the lipited choice of communities
to which they wished to' move. Iﬁ general, then, ethnicity and religion
were pointers to the most stable elements in the population, not the
most nifratory. )

Without question, age was a major factor %n the movement of Iowans.
However, the research design of this study prevented the deternmitation
of the exgct tine of migration of4samp1e members. The most migratory
group in-ah?”éociety-unmarried males and females under 24~-were virtually
elininated from the sampfe be;ause it concentrated on household heads.

Be this as it may, with the exception of the very youngest cohort, who

by virtue of their being heads of household at a young age were rather

¥

-

untypical of this age group, a sinple age gradient emerged. The younger
coherts were unstable, while the older they became, the more stable they
grew. This result also ﬁeeds some woggs of explanation. For while
nembers of the older cohorts did not move between 1870 and 1925, it is
quite pbss;ble that they took part in the settlement précesé with their

-

parents. Tor our purposes, though, since they were ‘teenagers they .had
remained in the same locality.
While it 15 tempting to Suggest that migrants- in Iowa tended to be

younger men who were better educated, who were old stock, had an American

Protestant religious affiliation, and often had high occupational status,

men who fitted all these criteria were a comparatively small group.

182 | -

*ERIC -

IToxt Provided by ERI




6.7
Instead the interrelationships of various groupings clouded the picture,

So that stark divisions were difficult to underiine.

Patterns of Geographical Hobility in Towa

*‘In a study which reanalyzed aggregate patterns of nmigration from.
published sources in 1895, Conzen found that despite the rural nature of
tho gtate, about 207 of alil Dovepent In Jowa was directed towards urban
centers.’ Hhi}e nigration stre;ms were predominantiy westward ana
northwestvard in thrust conforming to the general settlement of the
state;.most wovement was local in nature. The urban centers recruited
nigrants from their hinterlands, and inter-country rural migration was
predoninantly local also.8 Although Conzen's material was valuable in
bauging overall patterns, and especially inter-county and intra-county
to urban movement, the published naterials were not detailed enough to
indicate the patterns of migration between different types of communities.

Hovement in any rurally orientated society should normally conform
to one or two distinct patterns. The first is classic rural to urban
movement, or "urbanization," a common phenomenon in modernization. The
flow of movement follows a directiqﬁ from less industrialized comwunities
to more -industrialized, or from small communities to large ones. The
second, and one which is p;obably more important in Iowa, is circulation
between communities which resémble one another. Farmers, for exanple,

following the criteria of the agricultural ladder, are much more 1ikely

during their early and middle years, to move to other open country

neighborhoods, than to become urban migrants. The "theory of resembling

euvironments“ suggests that individuals adapt in their formative years

to the type of environment in which they are 1iving, and ifAthey move,

T - 183
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6.8
they wiil, more often than not, choose a similar type of community.g -

s
In an overvhelmingly rural state in which agriculture was as ..odern‘as
anything else, the latter schema would Seen to be the most usual.
Obviously, however, not all farmers nove tv open country areas, and not
all villagers move to other villages. Farmers did move to villages,

towns, and cities on retirement, and when forced off the land by disadvantageous

circumstances. The integration of the state as one economic one unit
regardless of the type of the community, gave rural people a greater
choice in their destinations, provided thef did not insist on ethnic
enclaves. - Of course, Iowa cities were not large in the first place, hut
the relative lack of differentiation in destinations is compérable to
modern returas which sh;w that rural-urban nigrants are fér less likely
to move to metropolitan areas than to places under 50,000. In Iowa as
in post ¥drld War II Anerica, farmers were more likely to migrate to
pPlaces classified as rural non-farm, i.e. communities of less than 2,500

in populationl®,

Figures 6.1 through 6.3 attempt to pull these kinds of migration
. pattergs from materiai gaéhe;ed from the sample. In this case each
Figure rsprasents théée different types of environment found in Jowa in
‘1925: cpen counéry or farm, Qlllages and téading centers, towns and
cities. Eaéh row corresponds to the amount of movement that individuals
méde between their youth and 1925, and the columns indicate the place of o
residence at childhood, in 1915, and in 1925. (Because of fh; overwhelming
amount of rural-urban migration, noni-farm ‘places of origln are all
§

clsssified as "urban" in order to simplify analysis with very small n

sizes.)

In view of the vsual heavy turnover in cities it was surprising
that they wvere able to retain their populations mere satisfactpgifﬁ"tﬁan‘
< 184
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any other ecological area. Otherwise oniy in opeén country townships did

half the population rémaih in the same community from childhood onwards.
The stability of the cities was caused by the pronounced increase in
population during the period which pade it unlikely that the more established
residents would éove elsewhere because their seniority as regards the
aewcorers gave them advantages. in occupations and housing. Spailer
cormunities (villages and trading centers) were less stable because the
farn populationvmoved or retired to them more often than -to the cities.
Anmong farm residents in 1925, 217 had spent their childhoods in
different comnunities than the census takers found them in 1915, but had
not changed their place of residence since then. However, 18% of farmers
vere tyo-time movers—they had growa up in a different community from
which Fhey lived in 1915, and had moved again pefore 19?5. Villages
. were the most unstable of the various é}pes of community in Iowa. Their
function -as retirement places, and marginal business localities caused
this instability. Trading centers acted in a sinilar capacity but their
‘larger base added to their stability. As far as the biggef cities and
towns uere'concerned, there Qas a certain amount of rural-urban migration,
but unlike the smaller comrunities the relative lack of movement between
1915 and 1925 would indicate that this movement was occurring quite
early in the 1life cycle, producing a younger mj3ratory population than
in villages and trgding centers.,
The universal tendency for migration to flow from rural areas to
urban vas necessarily found in Jowa because of “the shortage of new
farms. But vhile Iowa farmiqg might have proved attractive to urbanites,
few men moved from urban to rural localities. Overall the data suggest

that movement came fairly early in the '1ife cycle from the countryside

to the larger towms and cities, and fairly late in the smaller places

' 18%




Figure 6.1: Farm Destinations )
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Figure 6.2: Village/Trading Center
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6.12
) Figure b.3: City Destinations
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that harbored retired farmers. Three main streams of nigration were
detected: the movement: of farmers froo one base of operations to another;
the movenent of retired farmers to nrban areas; and the urban trek of
ynung rural men and unsuccessful older farmers. Hovement between '"urban
communities" was present, but insignificant.

Taking the state as a whole, though, the migratory habits of Iowans
were almost as likely to be directed outside the state boundaries, as
inside them. Did the more illusive out-migrants from Iowa conform to
the kinds of patterns seen in the intra-Iowa movement of indivinuéis?
Tablé 6.2 shows the residences of out-migrants from Harrison County,

Iowa, in 1905. Although there is no way of calculating the biases of
this pniticular source, it provides a rare insight into out-migration
patterns fron’the Tural midwest. Harrison, one of the counties from
which a rural sampling point was chosen for this study, is situated on
the Mis;ouri Rivet in the extreme vestern part of the state. The county
was almost totally rural in 1905 except for oné town of 4,000 inhabitants,
’ Only 25 miles td the south, the Omaha-Council Bluffs metrop&ﬁitan area
provided an urban environment which:;as both easily accessible, and
economically inviting, for those who contemplated out-migtation. Hevertheless, -
in spite of the proximity of a arge urban center, only about ten percent
of the former Harrison County residents had moved thecs. Indeed, 1if we
include all the Californi§ and Pacific Horthwest destinations in the
urban caop--and some undnubtedly were not-barely 407 moved to urban

r . #

‘areas. Instead the majority migrated westward to rural areas within a
L]

-

300 mile radius of Harrison. 1In fact a good number remained in the

¥

local area: across the river in Nebraska; in northwestern illssouri; o

.

if they remained in Jowa itseIf on farms and in small trading centers

within 40 miles of Harrison-—usually in the neighboring county.
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. Table 6.2 ¢

Out-Migrant Destinations . .
Earrison, Couaty, Iowa 1905 -

Rural Iowa 17.8%

*  Mural Nebraska 1525

Cowncil Blutfs = 6.2
Ousha S W '
Sioux City 2.1

‘Large Cities West . “z.s
Large Cities Rast 2.0

" Susll Towns West 2.6

~-Small Towns Last 05 * .
Californis 3.9
Pacific ¥orthwast - . 7.9 ‘
Mural Il11., Miaa. 4.0 , _ -
Rursl Kans., Mo., .

. Okla. » Colo. 30.3.
= 1229 |

A

Source: W.N. Havkins, Directory of Narrison county, Towa (Logan: 1905)
PP, 383-400. -
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While these data do 1ndicate a certain rural bias to the chosen o
_ destinations of a population which was predominantly of farm origins,
the non-specific nature of the beekgrounds of the ex-Harrison County
residents, prevents a detailed investigetion of movement between resembling
environments. For a more thorough test of this phenomenon, let us use
some more non-sample materials fo test novement between similar or
dissinmilar cormunities. The data comes from a study which traced the
movements of young men who graduated from the 8th grade between 1927-28
in the central Iowa county of Story. Table 6.3 illustrates well the
gind of step-wise progression of the novement of individuals away from
their native environments. Farm boys in this case were a shade more
stable then city boys; but if they did migrate, tﬁey were more likely to
relocate in communities in the state which were under 2,500 in size, and
even less likely to 1eave Towa aitogether. Alternatively, young men
from villgges and cities left the state in about equal numbers to move
to metropolitan centers such as Chicago, Los Angeles, or Kansas City.
But if they remained-in Iowa, they tended to move to a community with a
similar environment to that of their own home town. In most cases this

usually constituted a short distance move~-for over 607 who migrated to

other towms and,cities in Towa, remained within 40 miles of their place

-
’ - - - -
. a~

~of origin,

Citv~wardiﬂizration in Towa
~—

3 ) -

"The United States," yrote Richard Hofstadter, " was born in the

country and moved to the city."11 While historians have not systematicaliy’

expiored this phenomenon, one of the major themes in rural sociology

since its founding as a discipline has been the analysis of rural-urban

EKC . : 191




Table 6.3 =
.- &
H:l;ration Patterns of 8th Grade loys.
Story County, Ion 1928-1961

Type of Migration

' oo T e b To Other
Stay at Home To Towns To Cities States

Fara Born 55% - 102 143 16X
. Village Born~ 29 12 26 -3y

City Born &% 3 , R - B

' a Towns less than 2,500 populntion ‘
b cttin with more thm 2 500 popuhtion

-

-

-

’Source. J. Morris Christy, "Bduution and Prasent Occupations of Story
’ County 8th Grade Male Pupils of 1927-28," (Masters Thesis, Iowa
State College, Ames, 1942)
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migratign. inether scholairs worked in the 1920's, the 1930's, or the

1950's, a principal thrust of research concerned the shift of rurail

- people away from the countryside. This concern stermed from the turn of
the century when rural Arcerica began to be on the defensive against the
influence of the city. “The rural ﬁ;oble:f‘iargely centered on the
nagging fear that the country vasllosing the best of its population to
urban American. At the 1916 neetings of the American Sociological
Association, for example, the whole progras: was devoted to papers which
attecpted to analyze the plight of rural America. One of these papers,
by the soc;ologist E. A. Ross, even went as far as to blame rural deterioration
almost entirely on the cityward migration of you;g people.12 Ross thus
started’ a trend vhich eventually culminated in the Depression years when
substantial sums of money became available for sophisticated and detailed
studies of migration within and Zfrom opea country neighborhobds.;3

In the 1960's research at the national level showed that‘in general,

rural folk vere not well prepared for careers in urban America. ’In
comparison to thése born in the city or in smaller urban communities,
tho;e born in open country areas had significantly lower occupational
status, earnings? and educational attainmené, The poor performance of
both black and vwhite migrants in cities in 1?62, canjbe attributable ;o

background factors such as a poverty stricken childhood, or discrimination

in educational opportunity, or a combination of soth.lh Some historical
and>soc;ologica1 research, on the other hand, has found that individuals
with rural bacﬁgrounds‘in certain areas of the country have competed
very adequatgly with urbanites in the city. For example, in Boston in
the late léth century old stock rural migrants fared unusually well in

comparison to migrants.15 To be sure, rural Yankees in a city environment

were rather a special breed, but a similar trend vas noted by Rogoff

o , 193
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nearer in time and space for our Iowa study. In Indianapolis in 1910

fara youths were also able %o make headwpay in the city ageinst those
- fron different backgrounds.1® 1In a Hinnesotza study published iz 1926,
60 of 211 rural youth surveyed left the open country. Of these 23% .-
took vaskilled jobs in the towns, 14Z becane artisans, 107 were low
status white collar workers, 37 owned businesses of their own, and 107

became professionals.l? nore sophisticated study conducted in Des

Yoines in the 1960's vhich corpared rural-srban nigrants, urban non-
movers, and inter-urban migrants, found no essential differences between
the three groups when various background factoers were controlled.18 It
would seen logical to follow this iast analysis as far as our data will

.- pernit, and compare the pezformance of men with different backgrounds in
the towns and cities of Iowa in 1925.

All those in Table 6.4 with rural backgrounds had fathers who were
farpers, so ti.t as the first generation in the town or city they were
'conpeting vith those who were at least second generation urban dwellers.
Or the one hand these new urbanites provided proportionally as many
white collar workers as the inter-urban Dovers, and more professionalis
than the urban bern who were also non-movers. On the other hand they
also had a greater representation armong the lowest status ranks. This
dichotomy came about because of the two different streans of migration
which brought rural ;eople to cities.and towns. One was composed of
young people seeking higher educational opportunities where there’were
none atfhome. Having finished their education they made careers for
themselves in business and the professions, and rarely returned to the

farm. The other stream was composed of rural-urban movers who had, for

-

the most part, been forced off the land either through lack of opportunity,

or because they had failed in farming. These data seen to uphold the
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. 6;20
view that selective migration did siphon off certain individvals from

the country with more potential than others who could compete well with
the urban reared. 3But at the sape time the country lost a larger proportion
o< lesé-talented men.

However, it was the inter-urban movers in Iowa cities, as has beea
found 1a contemporary situations, who were the most successful when
occupational achievezent was measured. Like the more ambitious rural-
urban migrants they had a special aptitude for change, to such an extent
that they surpassed the urbanites who had not altered their place of
residence. In addition when earnings and educetional attalnment were
analyzed, the differences between the occupational groupings were confirmed.
Inter-city movers had proportionally more high school graduates, and
their earning povwer was also greater than the other two groups. (Table 6.5)

Although rural-urban movers showed less achievement orientation
than men born in other urban centers and who had moved to other cities
and towns, their performance compared well, as we have seen, with Minnesota
men from similar environmeéts. Clearly for a number of these men with
rural origins high educational aspirations had much to do with their
success. This 1s shown in the path analysis which compares rural-urban
movers with urban non—mm(ers.19 Exactly the same procedure was adopted
as in Chapter V, only in this case the results were stronger because we
were dealing with two populations with more homegeneous backgrounds. In
Table 6.6 the key correlations were between education and occupation in
the case of the rural—urben movers, and between the respondent's soccupation
and father's occupation for the non-movers. While both groups had
precisely the same average amounts of schooling, the variance between

the rural-urban movers was greater which allowed the high correlation

between occupation and education. Perhaps more important from the point
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Table 6.5
Mean Tarnings, and Mean Education
- and Typs of Migration, 1915
Type of Migration Earnings Years of Education
Inter-Urban Mivers (N=57) $1311 9.7
Rural-Urban Movers (Ne4{50) 1040 8.6
Urbam Mon-Movers (M=424) 917 7.9 ¢

Source: Sample Data




. N Table 6.6
Zexo-Order Correlations for Occupational Mobility Model,
Rural-Urban, and Urben Non-Movers -~

-

Rursl-Urban Movers
1915 .
Fa. Occ. # of Sibs  Educ. Occ. Inc.. Mean S.D.

IC.OCC- - -0“3 0121 .161 .09‘ 6.50 1.36

# of Sibs - - -.101 -.112 .051 3.8 2.09

Zduc - - - 586 315 8.67 3.68

&c. hand bt - - 0382 6.32 2.574

Tnc. - - - - - 8105  $1429

W=177 )

" Urban Non-¥aovers o -
1915

Fa. Occ # of Sibs Kduc. Occ. Inc. Masn s.D.

¥=122
. r.. %c. - -0195 0311 .3’1 .3‘, 5.“ 2.‘,
' Of Sibl - - -01” ™ ; s-.na 2-.” 2-13
Xduc. - - - 409 386 8.67 2.5
OCC. - bt -~ - .523 ‘.’w ZQ“
Ine. - - - = T~ 3868 - $584
Source: Sample Data ) 3 ’
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of view of the study as a vhole the bigh correlation between a father's

occupation and that of his son showed that arong urban non-movers ascribed
characteristics were still important as far as social mobility was
concerned. This is seen most clearly in Figure 6.; which displays the
path coefficients of both groups. Apong rural-urban movers fathers®

occupation had little effect on either education or occupation; on the

other hand with the urban non-zovers the occupational status of a father
was an icportant factor in predicting both education and occupation. In
addition it was noticeable that in comparison to the analysis of the
total urban population in the previous chapter the variance explained
for both groups showed nmarked improvement. This was derived principally
from the powerful effect of education among the farm born men, and the
transmission of status ;;ong those who had spent all their 1ives ia
towms and cities.

Fhile these patterns add to our understanding of the overall picture
of occupational nobility among select groups of Jowans, let us once more
return to the specific case of the rural-urban movers and compare the
backgrounds of the highest achievers, the Professionals, and those with
the lowest status, the unskilled 1aborers. As Table 6.7 shows, though
professionals tended to have fathers who were farm ovmers, there was no
great difference as far as land tenure was concerned. Professionals
cane from smaller families, and were more likely to be younger sons;
hovever, none of these characteristics were crucial in any explanation
of achievement. More pertinent was the fact that laborers were more
inclined to hail from southern fowa with its poorer environment, and '

2

were less likely to be religious. As 257 of professionals came from

high status protestant backgrounds, and they were a group which was

highly motivated towards achievement, and especially educatfional attainment,

199
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Figite b:4-

Path Diagram OccupationalifModel
. = . Rurzl-Urban Movers,Urban Kon-Hovess
e Towa, 1915.

- -

Rural-Urban Movers, 1915. \!, .988

> -Edue. -
.117 7
QQ:::\\\\\\\\ | |
-169\ .910
. '5&

Fa. Occ

\ Inc. RZ=171
1‘ "
4%7 0£§! 444—95*’———’5?

/] .303

/ .816

Urban Non-Movers,1915-
Fa. Occ.
R%= .326 ‘

# of Sibs

-

Source: Sample Data.
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Table 6.7

Characteristics of rréfusiontls, and
Unskilled Laborers, Rural-Urban Migrants

6.25

oL Laborars Frofessfonals 7
Born in Southern Iowa - - 37 ¥ 4
Yather Yarm Ovmer -~ - 632 80%
Bumber of Siblings 4.07 - 3.60
Z of Younger Sons 22 352
Mean Yduc. in Years " 6.6 15.3
X of no Religfous Affiliation  37% 9%
X Protestant 49X 76%
p 4 i!igh Status Protestant 22 26X
X Catholic 10X b 24
| | , 54X
Source: Sample.Dats

&
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the cultural, and not Just the econonic ‘environment in which a man grew
up, would seem to be important for success ia urban conditions for _ . g

soneone with 2 rural background.

Farm Geographical Mobility .

With the exception of a triangle bounded by southern Polk county in

the north, by . Page in the southwest, and by Van Buren in the southeast,

and a few scattered counties such as Jackson, Clayton, and Harrison,
much of the remainder of Towa is either rolling or flat prairie wiéh
good, if not excellent, soil. In three townships in our sample the mean
farm value in 1915 was over $30,000, and only in the southern tfiangle
and in one township in Jackson county did farm values dip below a mean

- 7 of $10,000. Furthermore, one of our townships was,sinéled out by a
rural church survey as being an example which other less fortunate
corminities might emulate.2® The legacy left by the prosperity of the
golden age of agriculture can still be secen along rural roads in -the
state where much of the farm architecture, the country churches, and
many of the stores and homes in the villages, stem from this period.
Apart from the problem of soil erosion which was already raising ‘headaches R
in southern Iowa counties where river valleys were vulnerable, there was A
little reason for Iowa farmers to move from the countryside because of
poor, land. ) I

Indeed, as the careful work of Bremer has shown, periods of farm

=

prosperity were more likely to produce mobility within the farm population .

itself, than years of stagnation.21 Hﬁile theie is no time series data

available to- show whether persistence rates changed according to economic
¢

conditions in the sample townships, survey data from the Depression of

EKC . 202 )
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6.27

. the 1930's in Jowa indicates that the communities were often stable, and N
that young people actually returned,from the towns and cities to their ‘
* home neighborhoods because of the depressed nature of the urban sector.22
Although the 1921 recession seriously embarrassed those farmers who had
gambled in farm real estate, the econoﬁy up until 1925 remained buoyant
enough to encourage farm migration pattetns which had similarity to

=

those between 1897 and 1920. In fact this particular economic downturn

probably encouraged)greater movement. For with the increase in corporate

ownership, the loss of farms by those who had overextended themselves,

and the expectations that the economy would revive, competition for good

land at lower rénts and lower prices encouraged continuous turnover of

farm operators.23

As the data shows which compared farm ;ovement‘with that of other i
occupations, most farm owner and farm renter migration was local. 7
(Table- 6. 8) The modal distance for all farmer moves (except movement
within a township) was less than ten miles, which was usually a move

4
from°one adjoining township to another. Farm migration followed lines

which were geared ‘to farm availability both within the family, and

within the neighborhood. It seems fairly clear that aithough some of

the older samnie menbers travelled three hundred miles or more from the
— eastern river counties to begin homesteading the rich northwest Iowa
prairies, most of this migration occurred before 1890. Spillman indicated
that it was comparatiVely rare for men to make all the moves up the
"agricuitural ladder” by the second decade of the 20th century.24

However, the greater distances travelled by farm laborers, would indicate .

that?younger men were still required to move some distance from home in

order to begin a career. More common was for farmers' sons to work on-

.the home place initially and then begin scouring the immediate area for
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: Table 6.8 L - e
Distance Moved by Occupstion
o T Mean Distance i
‘Occupation 2in Miles-
R z - ax
Professionals 102 (96) -

Managers 22 (86)

Lo ‘Small Proprietors ’ 53 (245)

White Collar 37 (143)

! - Skilled Craft ‘ 37 (253)

Operator < 58 (254)

Laborars ] A8 (2?7)
Farm Laborers ‘ . 41 §78)

Farm Owners 25 (728)

<7 Fars Renters ‘ 34 (777)

¢ . -~
Source: Sample Data .
A
© ¢
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6.29
iikely.places of operations. Tbeig'knguledge of local conditions and
opening;, the relative ease in piling up a farm wagon with belongings
and driving animals a short distance be}ore planting season, obviously
was a simpler method of-gaining an acreage than plunging halfway across

the state to unfamiliar territory. Interviews conducted after our

period in 1937 showed 57% of the farmers were living in the county where

»

they were oorn, including 597 of the ocwners, 587 of the tenants, and 447

of the farm laborers. The great majority, 707, had 1ived in one or two

-areas their entire lives. While only 177 had never mo;ed at all, the

average move was only five miles. On the other hand, a footlocse minority

accounted for rost of the migration. The most mobile quarter of the

farmers accounted for 603 6f all movements, both long and short distance.

Looking at only those longer moves that iﬁ@olved changing counties, a

tiny group, 8.57 of alil farmers,_accbun;ed ;or 607 of the moves. These

peqéle may have had a 1ot of varied experience, but their failpre to

find a secure niche ihdicates-an inability to cope with the details the ]
heartaches--and the neighbors-~that were central to the experience of .

= et =

agricultural success. Among corn belt tenants in 1937, three-fourths
vanted to buy a farm, but only one in six thought their prospects for
actuallyigetging one In the next five years were "good."zé .

=

Farmers in general were exceptions to the rule that migrants were
Vmoie successéul economically th;n non~migrants. In Towa the stable
farmer was more likely to accumulate real estzte. As Table g .9 shows,
farm value, acreage, and tax assessments were all balanced in favor of
farmers who- wefe stable. The fact that migrants had the edge in livestock

production was probaEly a reflection of the preferences of younger men

who were concentrating on intensive cattle and hog raising in order to -

B

" génerate as much capital as ppésiblé to purchase land.
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Table 6.%

P4

‘xi;tnti.on and Farm-Wealth ] .

- -

Mover Stayer
Yarm Value, 1915 $16,959 (N=181)  $19,960 (N=330) )
Mortgage, 1915 6,158 (=103) - 5,53 (W160)
Acrecge, 1925 140 (ee174) 152 (N=341)
Tex Assessment, 1925 1,25 (W342) 1,73 (Wek00) .
Livestock Valve, 1915 2,272 (we273) 2,269 (W=481)

=

Source: Ssmple Data

-
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¥While it was shown earlier that farmers were more often stable than

nigratory,'wh;t factors produced stability among the farm population?
Although age was to some degree ioportant—inevitably the younger a man
was, the less stable he proved to be—education had hardiy aay bearing
on the stability of rural population. Instead, religion and ethnicity
proved: to be better indicators of mobility._ Earlier, Catholics were
identified as a core stable group in the general Iowa population—this
Avas—even more obvious among farmers. German and Irish Catholic farmers
were twice as liiely to be stayers as movers; but the reverse was true
e
of old stock ren with Protestant affiliations, and CGerman Lutherans. In
Protestant Iowa, German Catholics with their emphasis on property accumulation
%ﬁd large closely knit families showed more traditional behavior than
did other ethnic groups. As Horace Ifiner shoved in his study of a
central Iowa county, Germans (in ;his case Protestants) believed in
strong paternalistic famiiies. The whole fanily worked towards the
accu;ulation of additional farms which were glven to sons when they came
of age. The Yankee farmérs looked askance at this behavior, and to thenm
the German father was perceived as a "Teuton working his family to the
bone:"26 Our data would seenm to suppo;t these kinds of patterns of
stability and paternalism. (Table 6.10) For all Continental, Scandinavian,
and Irish farming groups had, on average, larger pfoperty values than
old stock faFmers. In view of their more traditional attitudes it was
su;pr{§ing that they also had,highgr indebtedness than Arericans. This
was partly a result of their larger holdings in the first place, for
land was used as collateral to invest in more land. Among o0ld stock
farmers there was ﬁuch less emphasis on the renumeration of children.

Instead they gave them independénce of action, and hence more freedom to

"move away from home.
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Table 6.10
¥arm Value, Zthnicity, Religion, 1925

- - Mean D K-
Grand Mean ’ T 813897 $  $14852 784
old Stock ' 16440 13186 22%-

¥o Religion ‘ 14014 11642 84
Low Status Protestant 17130 13758 114
Scand{ngvian : 16651 - 10523 3%
’ Lutheran - 14811 © . 7791 24
Geraan < 22585 16695 129
Lutheraa 23808 15949 42
Catholic 22622 15319 40
Irish 21187 14106 53
Catholic 23348 1415 40

Yarm Mortgage, Zthnicity, Religion, 1925 ’

Mean 5D N

Grand Mean $ 5669 . $ 5218 420
01d Stock ’ 5759 9953 121
¥o Religion - 4451 4369 45
Low Status Protestant 6793 3597 57
Scandinavian 6013 4530 - 22
Lutheran . 5968 4762 16
German ) - 63523 ° 5772 6?7
Tutheran = - 6353 4860 26
Catholic - 6885 « . 5497 14
Irish . 5820 5328 3
Catholic ) 5277 4085 22

Source: Sample Data
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6.33
Settlement patterns also assist in explaining the differences in

behavior between old stock and ethnic farnm operators. For the most part
old stock Americans had settled in the southern triahgle where farming
was less profitable. Ethnics, aith the exception of those in the northern
Mississippi river counties, settled in the less hospitable north, central,
and northwest. There, while in‘many instances the breaking of the

prairie and 4its draining was a major undertaking, once done, farming

Pproved highly profitable.27 Therefore, there was every reason for

ethnic farmers to remain in their enclaves, and for ambitious old stock )
Americans to. turn citywards for education and join the urban middle

class.

Conclusion

In nineteeath century America rural migration west of the Alleghenies
© was predominantly westward in thrust, with farmers leap frogging to new
frontierAareas always in search of more favorable conditions. With the
filling of the frontier and the comparatively high fertility rates among
farmers, urban areas provided an alternative haven for an- excess rural
population.

Although cormentators in the late 1%tn and early 20th centuries
expressed fears that the countryside was losing population to urban ’
centers, as our material showed, rural-urban migration was a good deal
more complex. The unspecific nature of the ?ssertion that rural America
was woving to cities in iarge numbers, failed to take note of how the
nmigration process took place. In general rural folk were reluctant to

move away from a familiar environment which, in view of the relative

prosperity of agriculture after 1900, was a natiiral reaction. This did

209
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6.34
ot mean that movemeat for farmers over the 1ife cycle was not common.

For vhile the agricultural ladder did not work as efficiently dn the
20th century as it had done in ghe 19th, thervery nature of the farm
inheritance process, and a systen which relied on the family farm as the
basic unit of production, required a certain amount of movenent between
neighborhoods, townships, and counties. On the vhoie nost of this farm
migration was very local in nature, often to the mext township only.- .
In Jowa movement from the farm essentially conformed to three
different patterns, but all retained a certain arount of contact with
the country. These patterns yere composed of the movement of retirees
to retirement centers, the<migr§tion of young and middle aged men into
low status occupat;ons in the cities and towns, and the movement of
young people for secondary and college education, and then into high
status oc;upations. On thexsurface the movement of these achievement
orientated people was a loss to the countryside. But in Towa, and 4n
other rural states, with the integration é; the economies of rural and
urban areas, these men were recruited into occupations which in the long
run benefited rural areas. The farm boys, preferring to remain close éb
the  land, became country doctors, and lawyers, agricultural experinment
station workers, and employees of agri-business, thus permittiang direct
access and influence upon rural iife. Hany’o} those Iowans in low
status jobs ip:the'cities who had migrated from the country often did
part-time work on farms. 'And retirees also retained contact with the
country, through kié ties, and owhership of farms leased to -tenants.
While the migration of farn boys who attained high status occupations
in the towns and cities has' rarely been documented before, perhaps our
most important finding concerned the comparative rigidity of the social

structure of urbag Iowa among those who were non-movers. For without
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the rural-urban movers, background became more vital in predicting

education, and in turn occupation and status, among town and city-bred
Towans. Our next chapter deals with orne specific group, the teachers,
who not only were highly mobile, and used migration in the classic sense
to achieve a more satisfactory position, but also, though achievement

oriented, were frustrated by the cultural constraints in which they had

to work.
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Chapter VII

The Overseers: Teachers and Schoolboards

-
*

Iowa operated in effect, two school systems-~-a modern one. for

towns, citiés and_the:@ost progressive rut;l areas,. and a traditional

one of the majority of farmers. ’The state was one of the last to finally
consolidate and modernize its rural schools in the 1960's. Nbrmat;er
how often professional educators complained about th; 1neff1c1;ncy ang
poor quality of learning in the traditiomal sector, the implicit 1&eology
of democratic localism persisted throughout our period, buttressed by
state laws that'p}aced power in the hands of elected neighﬁorho;d school
boards. Thg teachingAfdrce vas divided between tﬁé two sectors, with

the youngest, least educated and lé;st career-oriented women concentrated
in the poqfly pald traditional sector. Some made the tramnsition to the ..
modern sector, usually through higher education; they found themselves

in a far more attractive climate intellectually and financially, at the

cost of breaking close tiés with their family, and moving out on their

own.

The Tfaditiongl,Sector
fn the first quarter of the 20th century Iowa had more one-room
schools than any other state. Large atlases polka~dot the rural landscape

F

with miniature represéntations of these buildings, a hundred or more for

every county. Each school represented an 1ndependenf local district

© controlled by an elected school board. In Cedar County, for example,

’

-
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nearly a hundred farmers or their wives sat on these boards in 1923. o :
z Only ten percent had even any high school experience, and none were -

conversant with modern educational ideas. Rarely were local board

elections exciting events, unless sone spendthrift proposed buying a new

stove, or adding a second privy to the schoolyard. Undoubtedly the

board rembers reflected the mood qégxheir neighbors, many 6f whor were

relatives anyway. Dissatisfaction with school conditions was rarely

voiced by th; farm péople, and ambition for their children rarely extended

beyond a high school education.l

_The parsimony of the school boards expressed itself in the condition

of the facility and the salary of the teacher. Farmers who prided

themselves on herds of fat ‘cattle and hogs, high grain yields and large

bank accounts wére easily satisfied with di;ty, dark, dank frame buildings

for éheir offspring. There were no shrubs or flowers; the virgin prairie

grass was cut once a year. The equipment for these institutions--in

which hundfeds of thousands of children received all their formal education~-
comprised a worn-out éictionary, some maﬂs, 50 or 100 books, chiefly ;
biographies, folk tales, nature lore; no poetry or é;vicé titles, usually,r

but often some Shakespeare and government documents well beyond the ken

of the small children. Few schools had playground equipment, éhohgh

perhaps there was a punching bag stuffed with rags and used as a football.
Sometimes the teachers were authorized to épend five or ten dollars a

year for colored paper, mpdelling clay or the like. State law hquired

the expenditure of a miﬁimum of 5.cents per pupil, and a'maximuq of-15

cents, annually, for books. A well provided water, often ﬁnsafe; invariably ‘ o
the toilets were dirty, unsanitary and marked,up with graffiti. This

,éj‘i -
last characteristic bothered ministers and mothers a great deal, but the

proponents of modernization had warned this was inevitable iﬁisuch

i . T, &« . - -
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backward places: "You ought not to be surprised at the outcroppings of
'vulga; thought, improper language, and vicious conduct——the forerummers
of immoral and criminal ideas.”? Still, the fathers tolerated it.

The teachexrs were no more outstanding than their surroundings.
Five out of six were young single women, ;houghv;n<gighth were m;rried
or uidaned;'gnly 4 percent were men. By 1931, when coggitions had

improved considerably, 28 percent had not gone beyond high school,. and

Ead

another 54 percent had completed no more than a year of college. Be%ore-

World War I, on the other hand, many district schools were taught by

girls whose entire 8 years of education was at that school or one like

it.

Hearly all of the téaghers lived at home, or with relatives. The
canny farmers saw to it that the compulsory school system provided
erployment for local girls. A sort of round-robin existed whereby one .
f;rmer's daughter would ‘teach a year or two, then mAarry, or reluctantly
surrender the post to the ;gighbqr next in 1ine. The genius of the
system was th;t the salary ‘the district paid would rec;ﬁ?ense farmers
fpr their taxes. Throughout the first quarter of the ZO;h century, Icwa
rural teachers were paid far below the régionai of national average,
eveﬁ though the state's educatioral expenditure as a proportion of its
wealth was among the highest in the nation. This anomaly stemmed from

r

‘the inefficiency of opérating s; many small schools. A fourth had fewer

than ten pugils.? T N - .

Th@,duality of;teaching invariably varied enormously. Some women,

regardless of their training or experience, found it easy to explain

%

arithmetic, or encourage little ones to practice their alphabet. But 1if

they were real@y good, they usually moved on to the modern sector. Of

107 rural teachers in Cedar County the county superintendent judged

.
= *
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eleven to be superfor, only 30 good.4 Usually the teachers relied on

Tote drills and endless recitations to pass the time. They could hardly

explain concepts they did not understaéd themselves., Fortunately for

them, the parents measured the pupiis® achievement almost sole1§ in

tefns of cgphering ability, and that was relatively easier to teach than .
reading br‘granmar or science.{ The parents aléﬁ expected the teachers

to be disciplinarians; apparently some parents believed ip miracles. It

often strained the teacher’s talents to the breaking point to keep the

children quiet, especially the boys.

fiominally, the elected county énperintendent of schools and the
state superintendent had some responsibiiity for the quality of the
rural schools. In practice, the district school boards wer; confident
of their owm abiiity to control the situation, and were constantly on
the watch for any unwonted interference or proposals that ;ight cost
money. County superintendents did théir bgst, visiting each school
regularly, providing hints to the teachérs ;pd recommended syllabi, and
’conduct;gg short training institutes.” Since few ‘teachers tarried in
their profession more than two or three years, -these upgrading efforts
had to be continuous, and could not have had much cumulative effect. _
The compulsory school law of 1902 was not enforced by truant officers in
rural areas, and absenteeism averaged three weeks per year for the
younger children, much longer for the able~bodied older boys.

State efforts to upgrade rural education focused in the 1910'S on.
thé'encouragement of consolidated schools. Since only a small fracglon
of the rurai districts had accepted this modernization approach by 1920,
a subtleéfépﬁiqaéh was uséd. Any rural school that stayed open 8 months,
had 10 or mq;gréupils, kept its building and 6uthou§e; in good repair,

and hired’a teacher with a bit of training, was eligible for state
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subsidy. But only 10Z of the rural schools accpted this intrusion into

their affairs by 1925.6
Analysis of cognitive achievemeat is a tricky business, as raging
arguments in the 1970's over IQ‘tests and the Coleman Report attest. .
Even xore dictficult is it to find out how much children learned a half
centéry ago. Th; gxtraordiﬁarily careful work of the IowaAChild Welfare
Research Station in the 1920"s, on whom we have relied for much of this
chapte;, indicates some of the failings of the traditional rurai schools
inféonparison with the modern consoiidated schools in Iowa. Rural
children in the first two or three grades performed at par, according to
the Stanford Achievement Test. As they "progressed™ through the grades;
however, they fell further and further behind. Thus in grades 2 and 3,_
* 237 of the rural school pupils were below the norm, versus 73% of sthe
pupils in grades 4 through 8. Aé the nearby consolidated scﬁool, 417 of
the younger, but only S0% of the older pupils were below the norm. Both
types of schools produced students who did well in arithoetic, spelling
and nature study, énd pooily in history and literature. But the rural
studénts were also far below their age norm in reading and language.?

These results applied to schools in the 1920's, when all the teachers

- z

were better educated than ever before. It seems plausible that earlier,
vhen most of our sample farmers were educated, their avegrage cognitive

achievenent, especially in reading, was well below the norms of urban

Iow'a.8

Our earlier findings remind us that economic achievement in later

- £

life was not measurably lowered by attendance at a one-room rural school
compared to a more modern institptiSnjaothgi factors held constant. Too

“many fortuitous events or unmeasured factors intervened between slopp}
- teaching at age eight and income at-age 4£0. But schoq;ing is more than

-

-
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‘ a means to an end, it is an izportant experience in its own right. It

is by no means clear that the advantages of walking a short way to 2

school your father, uncles and neighbors controlled outweighed the

social and cultural isolation involved. Diaries kept by pupils attending

one room schools “give the impz&;sion for the most-part of a fiat,

monotonous life recorded by childrea who, 1f they had any introspective 2
moments, were unable to put thea int& language.” The typical boy or

nine reported, *In the morning I done chores. Then went to school.

When school was out I went home changed clothes. Done chores. Then

supper. 7Then I went to. bed.” If anything, girls® diaries were even
drearier; outside observers aereed that, in fact, the children had
-accurately captured the monotony of their 1ife.9 Even play was dull.
Even apart from lack of equipment, the children showed little imagination
or initiative at play, nor did the teachers help much. No one knew any
new games. “The children seemed to stand around looking for something

to do.”10 Ia bad weather the children just fooled around—at recess

time, unless the teacher p1a§ed a phonograph so they could march up and

down the aisles.

The ifodern Sector

The modern sector of Iowa education encompassed the villaée, town
and city school systéms, rural consolidated schools, and, of critical
importance, the high schools, colleges and universities which provided
leadership. Authority ;is stillidecentralizeg, with most power in the
hande of elected school boards, but was far more éoémopolitan in outlook,
and keenly interested in the linkage between educational progress and

social and economic modernization. The business of education was clearly
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understsod as' modernization, or as ope official committee eiplained it,

“to increase the efficlency of all our people at every point of contact
ina lifé, more specifically, to give youth the opportunity to “develop
the concrete efficiency required to found and maintain better homes;
gsecure larger returns from labor; participate intelligently in civic
affairs; live more helpful and efficfent 1ives.™11

The county and city school boards (as opposed to the neighborheod
boards) comprised a reasonable cross section of the well edﬁcation,
cosmopolitan leaders of Iowa. Educational sensibilities, more than
business experience, was the criterion for standing for this prestigious,
but unpaid office. We have located 17; county and city board mezbers
for our ‘sampling points in the 1915 census. Apart from lawyers and*
physicians, they were the best educ;ted and wealthiest -men and women in
their comiunities. Six in ten had graduated from high school, 47% had .
attended college, and 237 had a college degree. Although a large majority
of the population they served were farmers or blue collar workers, only
367% were farmers and the 1.7% who were skilled craftsmen were the only
blue collar Tepresentatives. Indeed, 567 were professionals, leading
businessmen or their wives. Since these boards dealt with larger issues
than the neighborhood bqérds, it seems clear that more tradit{ional
voters deferred to the most modern, cosmopolitan leaders at this level
qf educational contrél.

Being a schoolboard member in Tow: was no: a task resé?ved for old
wen with nothing better to do in their retiremént. Almost half of the
sample was under 50 years of age, and 12% were still in their thirties.
Nor was the job an exclusive male sanctuary, as 11% qf the sample were

women. However, many of these women were pr&bably appointed becausge

their husbands were prominent in the county, for almost without exception
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their husbands were profeésionals, although these wives were well edicated
with at least sowe college training. As the curriculum of this period
so heavily emphasized Arvericanization, and civics in.schools, it was not
altogether surprising that only 67 of th; Jowa schéolboard merbers were
foreign born. Immigrants, 1ike blué collar workers were not very common
in adninistrative positions, and half th; izmigrants, were of British.
extraction. Potential for veter disconteat night have arisen from the
underrepresentation of Catholics—that was understandable in view of
parochial schooling in the state——and the domination of the Boards by
tne old stdck Americans. The latter’s overrepresentation was nct altogether
surprising in view of the interest certain groups of old stock Americans
took in educational achivevement as a vehicle for wodernization.

Schoolboard members were not wildly at variance with their neighbors
in teras of wealth, especlally when their age and occupation is considered.
The mean incone of this sample of school board‘members was $2,653 in
1915, almost one and a half times that of the average Iowan. 61d stock
Anericans on school boards earned even larger salardies, with a mean of
$3,200. The majority of school board members who were farmers were also
in a far more favorable ecoﬁomic condition than the ordinary men who b
owned 160 acres. Some menmbers undoubtedly were ciphers, but others,
considering that they had to run the gauntlet of election, on balance
were impressive. 1In Davenport, which probably. had the best run school
systen in Iowa, the School Board was composed of an argbitect, two
doctors, a newspaper editor, the county treasurer, a bank president aéd
a lzwyer, all of whom except the county treasurer had been to ;ollege.
écbool bozrds needed financial expertise, they needed a representative
of county goﬁérnment, lawyers and other experts, and except for the lack

of a woman representative the Davenport City School system was well

z
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endowed. 2gain, in Story County, a county with a reputation of having a

progressive attitude toward rural education, the credentials of the
county board, though less izpressive, were all the same reasonably well
balanced. Story had no less than three women on its board: the wifelbf
a cloﬁhing merchant with two years of college, the wife of a farmer also
vith two years of college, and the wife of a bookkeeper ;ith one year of
college. Perhaps they had once been t;acheré themselves. Other members
included a businessman who had once been a teacher, a banker, and a
doctor, all of whon were college graduates.

Teachers in the modern sector were professicnals working in proud »
new build jé, under the supervision of experts, with access to good
libraries and teaching materials, and Judged against the best national
standards by cosmopolitans. Most were imbued with a sense of their duty
to modernize socigpy by educating its yoqth. - Despite their prestige, as
Willard Waller noted, they stood out c¢learly against the background of
the comrunity in general. “They are young, well educated, usyally transient
and discontent. They are stz:angers."l2 The problem was that despite
their education and cosmopolitan outlook, they were paid fﬁr léss than
businessmen or professionals with comparable qualifications, and were
firmly implanted 4n the lower range of one ofjthe few great bureaucracies
in Iowa. ‘ i »

An exploration of theé psychology of teachers is beyond the scope of
this study. However, we are able té throw some 1light on their social
and ecanomicicondition using various published surveys and, especially,
data on a thousand career teachers in our sampling points in 1925 drawn
from the state Educational Directory and matched into the census.

An T1linois survey of career teachers in11917 offers a profile that

could not have been too dissimilar to the situation in ﬁeafby Iowa.
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Three fourths of fhe teachers had been born in the state; 31% grew up in
the country, 182 in towns, 457 in cities (rather oore thar Towa). The
fathers of 37Z were farmers, 337 white collar workers, and only 292‘b1ue
coliar. The older and better educated a teacher, the higher the grade
she taught and the lafger the sa;?ty. Those with high school diplomas
earned $573, with norzal training $630, with college experience $700.
Half the women became teachers between the ages of eighteen and twenty-
one (the men began a year later). Those who began in country schools
shifted to town schools within a year or two, knowing how difficult a
 rural teaching career would be. A third of the women and men became
teachers because they 1iked the profession; 467 of the‘éomen, but only‘
36Z of the men were astracted by the salary; most of the remaining men
cited bookishness for their reason, but the remaining woggp mentioned
their love of childrgn. Half the women cited the salarx as the reason
for ;emaining teachers, 407Z the attractiveness of the Job. Half the men
stayed teachers because they liked the profession, only 30% for the
salary, and 107 confessed they were not prgpared for any other occupation.
With a median class gize of thirty-eight students, the teachers had
plenty to do. Howevér, they also spent an hour or two a day after class
grading papers or preparing lessons. -Very few visited the parents of
their charges.13

Living arrangements always posed a problem for the young women. In
I1linois, 757 of the women and 64Z of the men lived with their parents
or other rélatives. (In Iowa, however, the proportions seem to have
been half these.) Their schools were located within a mile or so of
Jtheir residence in two thirds of the cases, 80 transportation was not a
major problem. In Iowa, 90% of the teachers reported a religious affiliation,

and 1007 were expected to be models of decorum in the community.
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Teachers were supposed to contribute to the spiritual as well as the

jhtellectuai climate of their commumities—to sing in the choir or teach

in Sunday_school. In Illinois, half the teachers devoted two or mori

hours a week to these activities, many specifically stating that it was

expected or even required of them. It had alwa;s been clear that teachers

Ycannot afford to use liéuor, tobacco, profanity or tormake light of

anything held sacred by the pupils."l4 Dating, dress, deportment and -
betrothal were public matters in the small towns, and teachers had to be

careful. Most schools either immediately fired a woman who married, or

did so at the end of her contract. Under special conditions a mother

night obtain a job, usually if she was the sole support for her famii},
which otherwise might become a drain on the poor farm. Only in the
larger cities could the teacyers escape close supervision of her behavior.
In'the small towns women who were not living with their families might
have difficulty finding a siiitable place to live; the ease with which
she adapted herself to the community often hinged on her choice of
accomodations. For this reason many smalier Iowa towns had a Yteacherage''~- -
a respectable boarding house fof the teachers. In Forest City, Clarksville
and Hason City, most of the women lived cooperatively in boarding .
houses. In Waukee, all the male and female teachers boarded with the
school superintendent, ,Although their salaries were relatively low,
1iving expenses were minimal, particulariy for the single women. As the
1917 Illinois survey shows, the teachers were able to save and invest,
to buy books and mangines,‘and to enjoy summer vacation by trips-to the
east or west coast or to the mountai#s.
Our profile of career teachers in Iowas in 1925 reveals a cosmopélitan

-

group- with 1ocal origins, Threé-fourths were born in Iowa; only 2% were

foreign-born~-~chiefly Irish and German Catholic nuns connected with the

2217
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. Parochial schools of fubuque and Dyersville. 7The majorf}y of older

teachers came from modestly well-off and prosperous farm families who
encouraged at least one daughter to finish high school .and then take
teacher training courses. The younger teachers had more urban backgrounds,
and had taken advantage of high schools in their home town.

The Yankee-pietistic ethos dominated education in Towa, both intellectually
and in terms of the origins of the career teachers. Ger;ans,“British

and Scandinavian groups were underrepresented, though the Irish were

’ proporticnally represented. However, without exception the Irish in our

sample were women, an interesting insight into the sex roles and occupation
preferences of this group. But it was the Yankee heritage which induced
407 of thetteachers to obtain a college degree.

Only at the very end of our period were the larger school systems _
in Des lfoines and Sioux City adopting salary scales that determined pay
on the basis of specific qualifications, eﬁperience and ratingg. In
1925, when ;;r income data were!collected, salaries were determined by
an informal market in which each teacher bargained with the superintendent.
A stepwise multiple regressipn‘eéuation shows that income could be
estimated knowing (1) sex, (2) experience, (3) education, (4) size of
place; (5) 1evel of school, and (6) age, in that order of strength (see

s

also table 7.1).

Income = $1%84 + $748 X; + §23 Xy7 + $84 X3

+ $243 X, - §199 X5: + $4 Xg, RZ = .270

The interpretation of this equation for our career teachers is

- that, starting with a base of $1184, a teacher could add $748 1if he was

i

a man, add $23 for every year in the position, $84 for every(iear of

-
>
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college, $243 for)a'city systen, lose‘$199 for teaching in an eleméntary

school, and add $4 for each year of age. The predictive power is modest,

with only 277 of the pattern of earnings fully predicted by these variables.

Of course, we have entered no measure of personality, classroom performance,
IS

diligence, or friendliness toward the superintendent. These-~ missing~' e

variables were more important in 1925 than the ones we have measured,

though with the coming of fixed scale salaries the measured variables

would increasingly become the determinants of salary. The critical

importance of sex--it was worth $748 after all other characteristics

were held constant and alone explained 127 of the pattern—-cries out

for further amalysis.

Sex roles were clearly defined in Iowa. Women had dtiven most-men
out of elementary teaching in the iate nineteenth century, apart frnm ‘
some grammar school principals in the cities. Once they had proven
their ability to maintain discipline, their availability at low salaries
made the outcome inevitable. Well educated young men, of course, had
far more carzer options open to them. At the high school level the
aituation was more complex. One-fourth of the high school teachérs were
men, but the proportion varied sharply from place to place--from 10% in
Waterloo to over 40% in the German centers of Davenport and Burlington..

The expansion of high school programs after 1916 included a number
of specialties, 1ike driver education, physical educatdon, agriculture
and manual training that were dominated by men.l5 of course, home

"economics and,secretanial courses were reserved for women. Among the
academic_ subjects, it seems that men‘yere proportionately more numerous—- .

in science, mathematics, music, speech and civics, and even history,

while English and foreign languages were female domains.




M

Probably more important {i- “I—ing sex roles was male ambition for
administrative roles. Amorg careerists, 277 of the men and only 137 of
the women were administrators. Clearly high school exberience was more
suitable preparatioe‘for a principal or superintendent, so three times
as many career men were high school than were elementary teachers.

Among women, the ratio was 2:1 the other way. The culture of the era

held that men were more suited to handle budgets, deal with government
officials, and hire and. promote people than were women. In small towns

where the high school was one ‘of the largest and most prestigious institutions,
settiné policies that had economic and cultural ramifications throughout

the community,:men were theught to be the appropriate leaders. Women—

Seen as more pliable, more passive and more moral--were consigered

better fit to deal with little children all day. Undoubtedly ehere was

a strong sentiment that it was the husband's duty to be a breadwinner,

not the wife's, and that all women normally married. The permanence of

a woran- in an administrative role, therefore, was automatically in .

»

doubt .16 These sentiments also militeted against keeping.a married
woman as a teacher; perhaps also ‘there was a lingering sentiment that a

married woman would be too subservient to her husband to act efficiently

-
.

in a team role in a bureaucratic structure.-

Despite the slim liklihood of becoming a principal or superintendent,
a certain career trajecto:y did emerge among the career women-teachers..
Indeed, there were two trajectories, for elementary and high school
teachers, with little crossover. The consolidated rural schools were
vast improvements over the district schools, even theugh class sizes
were much larger. At last the teacher was working for professionals in

a modern, efficient and achievement-oriented environment. The smallest

towns had the youngest, least educated, worst paid elementary teachers,

-
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chiefly recruited from iocal families. The turnover was very high, a

third or more quitting annually, 45% o tgke another teaching job, 21Z -
to get married, 77 to 80 to college, and 87 to enter another profession.
The turnover in Iowa was nearly the highest in the country, indicating

an enormous amount of shifting from place to place 1n search of ameniti;s
to make up for the salary scale, which was one of the lowest in the -
Hidwest.17 The successful teachers were the ones who secured jobs in
larger cities, w%ere‘salaries were higher, turmout loweé, and opportﬁn;ties
for self expression more Plentiful. 1In our sample, the average tenure
among village s&hools:was less than a year, but four yéars in small

-

towns and eight years in the cities.

High school teachers likewise displayed very high turnover in Iowa,
thougk they were recruited from &ollege gEaduatés, in ;istinction'fr;m
college dropouts who went into elemgntary’teaéﬂiﬁg. Seventy peréent‘of
the high school teachers camé from the two state universities or from
private liberal arts colleges, indicative of.their.wéglthﬁgr, more
cosmobolitan family origins. Only 13% of liberal arts coliég@ students
came from farms, versus 32zrof teachers’ colle;e students?; among the

Evs

remainder, 61% of tﬁe liberal arts étudents'came f;om high status white

collar homes, versus 497 of the teacheérs' coilegg-studgnts. Iowa high

schools thus recruited teachers whose’family status was far higher .than

N

those of the student body. ) -

-

Even‘af the best *high schools inriowa, it was unlikely that teachers : -

were fully satisfied with their condition. A survey in 1915 of the

P

prestigious schools accredited by the North Central Association showed

=

Iowa ranked fourteenth among fifteen Hidwesﬁérn states in teacher galaries,

fourteenth in principal’s salaries, thirteenth in value of equipment,

and sixth in turnover. Fortunately, class sizé“was average, at twenty
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pupils per teacher.18 Apparently the best educated were the least

sa&iéf;gé, for our sample shows teachers with four years of college

T Fe

aveizgéd two fewer years in their current job than teachers with only

two y;ars of‘cqllege. Simiiarly, the primaryAteachers hadAremained in

the same job eight years. versus only six for the high school teachers. -
Iowa's high turnover rates indicate dissatisfaction with the

inefficient education efforts of 2 relatively rich state which was

unabel to break the suspicious localisn of the farmers, and smug com?lacency

»

with low reported i1literacy rates. The smaller the community, .the more

unfavorable was the atmosphere, particularly for the older and better
edicated teachers. The 1910"s and 1920's saw the construction of irposing
school buildings in the majority of Towa ci;ies and t;wns, an indicator
of community prosperity. Certainly the career teachers worked in far.
more affiuent é;cilities than their,predecessgrs. But the cultural

tension was trcsbling. The Lynds, Waller and Hollingshead%g perhaps

misinterpret.:d the problems teachers faced, portraying as they did the

™

dil : of a teacher as an educator rapldly losing_sgatus. tiore likely,
the'te;chers' prestige was tising too fast for the traditionalistic >
voters, who feared more "progress” would only mean higher taxes. Eventually
the<teachers a;B pri;ciﬁals resolved their_di%emma by turning the high

school into the social and reéreatioaal center for the nearby area, with
basketbail teams, marching,bagds and plenty of hoopla to whip up enthusiasm

9f residents for a local institution. Likewise new emphasis on hoae ’

economics, adult classes, manuai crafts, driver training and ph}sical

education diverted attention away from the threat that well educated, N

‘widely travelled cosmopolitan teachers posed to the narrow parochialism

of t@e youfh of the towns. More cosmopolitan cities had little taste

for these "gimmicks, 20 .
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Hodernizers in Towa clung to the belief that education would transform
the §t§ﬁe, bringing new levels of-riches, culture and morality to the
prairie. They couid §ot convince the tradifionalists to abandon one-
teacher schools, sub-par salary scales and an implicit distrust of
teachers. with no growth in heavy industry, Iowa escaped the influx of
uneducated poor European and black impigrants who came to Chicago and
Omaha, creating new dimensions of urban tensions. The farmers who
believed that investment in better breeding stock was more profitable
than investment 1; cognitive skills and cosmopolitan attitudes were,
perhaps, economically correct. Certainly the tremendous crash in corn
belt “and values and farm prices produced hardship for men and women of
all educationsl backgrounds. The importance of exogenous factors in
determining the rate of returg to education and agriculture was underscored

between 1960 and 1973, when soaring prices for Iowa's peat and grain

raised the state's relative persoAal income from 90 to 99. wkile Californmia's

highly iptelledtualized economy faltered, and its income level dropped

from 122 to 111.21 Of course, by then a goodly proportion of our younger
sample cohort, especially the best educated, had moved to Southern

California.
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Conclusions

=

- "Iowa," said one of her most respected interpreters, "combines the

qualities of half a dozen states; and perhaps that is the reason why it
) i

so often seems the most undistinguished place in the world." While not
altogether complementary in the context .in which it was written, this
characterization has distinct édvantages for the -historian who is
attenmpting to make inferences zbout his findings to a larger population.
For the educational environmeat insIowa from the 1870fs through the

Great Depression was very similar to that found in other midwestern

- =

states. To be sure Minnesota and Wisconsin emphasized consolidated,
modernized systems, and both spent larger sums of money on rural education.

But Xllinois, Kansas and Hebraska, for example, had dual modern and

traditional systems, and like i;wa had a strong commitment té local
: 2
control until well after the period. The modern educational systen in

Iowa's villages, towns, and cities, was little different from that

elsevhere in the non-metropolitan midwest, therefore we can be confident
that the results of this study do have some relevance beyond the boundaries

of the state.

By the 1960’s education had become one of the major forces in

American life, As Folger and Nam found in their census moznograph,
enroliments in high school and college were at an all time high, individual
investment in education seemingly ﬁgs handsomely rewarded, and unprecedented

amounts of money were being spent by Federal and State governments on
education.3 In short the 1960's saw the high tide of euphoria over
educatiog as an instrumen; of nati;nalqsalvationf The object of this

study was to examine an earlier period in the history of American education

when the majority of the population had only a brief exposure to formal

8.1
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schooling, and this often in a one room schoolhouse. -

The first task was to establish accurate educational attainment
retﬁrns for the general population, and for the various ethnic, reli;igus,
and occupational groups. Ovérall male heads of household had slightly
h;gher educational attainment in 1925 than eskimates had shown for the
male populatio; of the nation in 1920. More Iowans finished eighth‘
grade than the national population, but fewer graduated from high school

and céllege than in the rest of the country. Considering that the state

had an early reputation for high educational attainment, these findings
confirmed the impression that in the 20th centu?y Yowa lost ground to

the more industrial states because her rural education showed little or

no ;mproyement over ghé standard fare of the 19th century. Not surprisingly
open country people had the lowest rates of attainment, and a majority,

even in 1925, had only received a country School education. Because of

the rural origins of most men, other types of community showed no
particular advantage, and only cities and grading>centers had more than
18% of their head of household population as high school graduates.
Educational attainmeﬁt, however, was a good indicator of occ;pational
status, and Iowa returns compared favorably with post World War II -
levels of educational attainment among professionals and managérs.
Religion and ethnicity were also a valuable guide to differentiating the
pog&lation as regards interest in educational attainment. In éeneral

the old stock population was better educated than the heads of household
withrimmigrant antecedents, Wheﬁ religion was added to the ethnic
analysis, old stock high status Pr&testanés remainéd the dominant group

in ?11 ecological areas, and Lutherans and Catholics from various ethnic

backgrounds showed least interest in education. However, the old stock

population with less prestigious religious affiliations had very similar
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- 8.3
educational attainment to their peers frea ethnic groups who lived in

similar environments.

Overall, household heads were less well educated than their spouses.
Hore wives had enrolied in high school and college than their husbands.
This trend was accentuated because there was a demand for teachers, in a
pProfession dominated by women, and because credentialisnm graduglly

became more important in the 20th century. However, it was found that

-

husbands were more likely to actually graduate from college, because men
destined for professional occup;;ions required a college baccalaureate
or a professional degree. While the farm backgrounds of a large numbér
of ioua;s tended to obscure class as a majd} determinant of educational
attainment, inter-éenerational comparisons between sample members fathers:
the sample members themselves, and their children, showed that‘family
background was zn important determinant of staying in school. Among the
children of the sample, those from high school status white collar homes
were more likely to remain in school after the age of 14. Farmers'’
children were as prone to the drop-out syndrome, as their parents before
them. On the other hand, it would appear that most farm children did
stay in school loné enough to complete tﬁ; eighth grade. But it is
worth noging thatnrural retardation rates between the age of § and 18
were very similar-to those in the towns.

As agriculture continueg go dominate the economy of Iowa throughout
our period, the state slowly experienced indust;ialization during the
first 25 years of this century. Rather Iowa's agricultural base became
modernized, as the state responded to the pressures of national markets.
In order to assess the effect of industrialization on the lives of the
population, the study undertook a lengthy discussion of social.mobilify

é%ich measured inter-generational change in the occupational structure.

Iowa's leisurely urbanization was analyzed in terms of lifetime geographical
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8.4
mobility.

The central fiading which emerged from this analysis was that the
urban sector of the occupational structure was stabilized by the entry
of men from rural backgrounds. For this reason there was less downward
mobility in urban Iowa, for the rural-urban movers tended to shore up
‘the careers of men who were born in cities and towns. At the same time
2 small number of rural men were very successful at competing with
urbanites, and in fact dominated the professions in Iowa. The contraction
of opportunities in farming, caused by high farm fertility, produced
most of the movement of rural men to the cities, and was only too apparent
in the open country where less than half of all s;ns who'came from farm
owner backgrounds could Llimbrfhe agricultural iadder to the same occupational
level, /

What was the role of educatipn }n all this movement? Among farmers
education made a minor contribution to patterns of inter-generational
mobility, and increasingly inheritance of wealith was the key determinant
of economic well-being on tﬁe farm. In urban Iowa, depending on the
Population that was analyzed, education had a more positive effect on
-;ocio-economic achievement. In the urban population as a whole, the
influx of ru;;} born men dampened the effect of background on education,
occupation, and income. However, there was a reas;nably strong relationship
between education and occupation, and between qccugation and earnings.
It was among the rural-~urban movers wﬁgre education came into ifs own
and showed a strong rélationship with occupation. Unfortunately the
analysis of the lifetime city dwellers was restricted to a small number
of cases, but it was with this group where the strongest resu;gs were

achieved. Although the strength of relationships was very similar to

those found by researchers on modern populations, a major difference

- =

‘ 241




8.5

centered on the influence of background characteristics on education and

occupation. Father's occupation had a strong relationship with both

education and occupation, suggesting that ascribed characteristics,

rather tkan achieved, had a major influence on careers in this particular

Segment cf the population. Hen inherited the positions of their fathers,

and moét importantly education was primarily a mechanism which tended to

stabilize social positions across generations, rather than, as was the -

Case with the total urban population, and the rural-urban movers, a

mechanisn for providing upward social mobility. Thus only 2mong farm

boys who moved to the towns and cities to continue their studies was

-

=

education a ;ital‘element in the mobility process. Our evidence would
suggest that for those men who remained in the 6pen country, and those
who spent all their,iives in the towns and cities, background remained
important in career chances.

And here there is a connection between the social structure in
Towa, and a theme central to this study: the emphasis of the majority
of the population on the accumulation of material capital (principally
1;nd), on the one hand and the modern cén&ern with investment in education .
on the other. As the data showed, rates of return fqr‘high school and -
coilege training more than compensated earnings forgone;for‘;mn aged 14-

21; 'so the economic incentive for a college degree was certainly present. -
However, collége remained, ifor the ma%e populafion, the preserve 6f -

those from high status homes, and a few affluent farmers' sons. For the

‘remainder of the population, an% particularly the farmers, investment in

éducation provided a form of "deferéed coﬁpensation,; vhose benefits

were‘so delayed that they preferred to invest in new breeds of cattle.

Women of cﬁurse did not fit into th;s framework very well, for they on

z

the whole were better educated than men. However, in our discussion of
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teachers, “the economic interpretation” of educational achievement did 8-6 S
seen to make sense. Farmers were prepared to allow their daughters to-

-80 further on the educational ladder than their sons because, without

other employment opgortunities, educational credentials for women enabled

then to get 'a job in the local district school, if not in the local

village or trading center. .1

It was ironic that the educational systen of Towa gave farmers and

small town dwellers authority over the educational future of their

communities, but that so few took advantage of this opportunity to

secure a better eaucation for the;selves or their children. Unlike, for
example, the elitist European systen of education where fierce competition
limited entry into higher educaékon to a privilegéd group, virtually any

Towa child with a little endugance and parental éncouragément could .
graduate from high school 6r even gain entry to the State Univ;rsity.
This study, then, has focused on a period of transition wien the
modern channels of mobility through education were already in place, but
the traditional opportunities:fof mobility through property accumﬁiation
remained more attractive to the averng;Iowan. From the perspective of
fifty years, we can speculate that education could have provided the
crucial escape route from économi; stagnation. However, because the .
prosperity of agriculture betwgen 1897 and 1920 fostered expectations

=

that the economy woild revive, there was no dramatic turning to eﬂucation;
Cultural inhibitions against educatiZﬁ'were érobably as important |

as any pocket book considerations. Paul Engle allowed one of his cha;acters

to express the special form of anti-intellectualism Iowa style pergéctly.

"College," said,gréndfather to his grandson, "is halE baked ideas put

out by a lot of half baked dopes wh; neverndidwén hon;st day's work in

4 .
their life." To a man who held such opinions the local country school
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became’a key instrument in retaining the ideology of iocalism. Iowans

were also notoriously tight fisted, and this weighed heavily on the side of the
local school. The tax structure of the state was such that until the

mid 1920's school costs were entirely born by property taxes. Farmers

-

even with small acreages paid larger tax bills than did town dwellers.
As a consehuence, without reform of the tax structure, any consolidation

between rural areas and small towns and villages was fiercely resisted.

e

The oﬁiy alternative, thefefore, for open country areas, was cdhsolida;ion

with other rural school districts. Although there was enough evidence

by the 1920's to show that the most expensive and inefficient education

was from the small one-room school, few districts adopted consolidation.
The desire for local autonomy was probably more deep seated for it

lingered on well after reforms were adopted over school financing. Like

modern opponents of school reorganization, rural Iowans were reluctant

-

to send their children to the "hostile" environment of a town, or angther
. &

country neighborhood. They objected to the early forms of busing even
-though the pioneer efforts at consolidation had shown that, with good
roads, busing was possible and did not cause undue inconvenience. Like
contemporary anti~busing forces, ethnocentricism was a rallying poiné of

resistance. But unlike the contemporary situation, where the benefits
-of reorganization remain blurred, congblidation for rural pupils had

5 -
beneficial effects. Iowans quest for modernity was powerless against

the local one room school house, a symbol of traditional community

identity which in the age of the automobile, the radio, and the demise

-

of the rural church, was fast disappearing. « T

But the equation which linked education with upward social mobilitygAd 7
* . ?

was already proving itself in our period. Iowans had only to look round

their state to understand that a modest background was no disadvantage

»
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for success in life in the urban matropolitan world. Increasingly the
Yankee ethos of turning one's back on the farm, of getting an education,

and of ‘migrating to the metropolis, filtered its way down to the most
o " 6 ‘
traditional orientated groups identified in this study. By the time of

the farm boom of the 1960's the wheel h;d—turned;a full circle. Farming

had not only become an attractive occupation for men and women from non~-

farm backgrounds, it also requiréd, to be-successful, cons%derabler

economic resources, and a highly technical college educatién.

-
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In our period consolidation was the answer to low teaching standards

-

and poor school equipment and facilities. However, with the technological”

revolution in teaching aids, the small school has,rgcenély picked

up articulate advocates. See Roger G. Baxter and Paul V. Gump,

¥

1964), passir..

Curtis Harnack, We Have All Gone Away (New York: Doubleday, 1973)

for a fine semi~fictional account of this process.
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‘Hethodological Appendix .

The Sample, and the Problem of Case Attrition e

The experience of historians and sociologists had shown that in 1
panel studies which Tequire the follow up of respondents, and ceasus
studles that require tracing individuals for a period of five years or

longer, attrition rates were typically very high. As information in

this study had to be obtained in some cases forty years before at a tigze
when some northwest Iowa counties were still sparsely populated the
large sample size was drawn as an inslrance against high attrition A
rates. By searching through an entire state, our attrltion rates were
nodest.? Some 667% (2715) of our 1925 sanple heads were traced to 1915,
and a 517 (2102) return was mzde on inter-generational cases. In view
of the fact that this was an era of mass immigration, the results, even
for a comparatively isolated state 1ike Iowa, were better than expected
As many as 38% (1574) of the fathers of our sample were foreign born,
and 147 (569) of the sample themselves were immigrants. An inability to :
obtain population listings for years other than 1880 and 1900 obviously
restricted our success in tracing. Unfortunately the Iowa listing of
1915 was alph;tetized bZ county, and as there were 99 counties‘in the
- state, only a few could be cht:ked. For the more dynamic aspects of
this study, especially the inter-generatiocnal analysis, the final sample -
was blased. As might be expected these blases tended to exclude those
who were younger, who ;e;e not Iowa born, who were not old stock, and
who had lower(occupational status; add were less well educated. ’

Were these biases so serlous as to negate any findings in-this

study? Certainly the initial reaction is sobering, but as far as the

9.1




> 9.2 z
collection of the basic variables were concerned, the tracing problem
had little effect. The 1925 census of Iowa listed education, household .
Telaticnships, birthplace, occupational group, and for urbaan aresas, ﬂome ) B
value and home rental. In addition, every eifort was made to collect . P
tax data for farmers fron courthouse records. Therefore, as far as
answering‘éome of the basic questions about education and social structure

in Towa, we were on fairly firm ground. On the other hand, much of the

multivariate analjsis which used the earnings variable heavily, and in

addition, was orientated towards inter-generatipnal changes in the
_socjal structure, can only be considered reliable fér tﬁe Iowa born

population. It could be argued, with some justification, that Iowa had

?lready reached the melting pot stage by 1925, in which case, even the
tultivariate results were a reasonabie approximation for the target .
population of those living in Towa in 1925. One final word ef caution

about the main sample coucerns the 234 women heads of kousehold who
consitituted sone of the sample members. #s almost all of these women
were widows, wherevé; possible, the occupations of their husbands, and
éusbands' fathers, were used‘in thetin;ergenerational model. ’
Two additional samples were collected; Primarily for gaugi;g
differen;iéls bggyeen the relatively stable 1925 sample when it was
traced to 1915, and a population in which migration was not a factor. B
These two groupf were random stratified samples of ghe counties in which
*  the 1925 sambling units were located. h?Q?A;9EE§i;S were sampiédlaccording
to the numerical strenéth of their ruralness and urbanness in 1915. One
sample contained farmers and farm laborers living in the open country,

and the other was drawn from villages, towns, and cities.
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The Measurement of Ststus

As vith asy study vhich deals with tha past, the problem of occwpational
status was & bothersome issue vhich troubled us from the start, and .was
never really solved. is Table A shovs we were able to construct = ) .
Telisble status index sf occupations whick pushed back George Counts' > ~
original formulstioa tem years to 1915. Yor auny researcher dealing with

a period and emvirooment similar te that of this study, this index -
should prove more thaa adequate. Xowever, as it wes cemstructed with
the very variables which were most vitsl in the -;dti-vva;iau regression
Procese, iucome snd educatiosm, the occupational index could mot be
empleyr® “ithout comfusiag the results. Accordingly a gensric starus
index vi. :calculated from the specific status scores vith the highest
status occupations from 160 through 121 givea 10 and the lowsst (86
_through ”)-t_i‘v-'thivalu 1. This scoring system vas uué_h all the
Tegressious in Chapters 5 and 6. While such 2 scheme was far from
ideal, it did have an empiricsl basis to it, sad svoided the omly alternative .
vhick wes to use dwmmy varisbles for occupatiomal clagsificatiom.
Although the status as given to farwers im Iowa in relation to the .
rest of the occufcticul structurs was obviously sownd, the msasuremest
oif the status of farmers ia ralation to themsslves was far from ideal.
lot all ssuple beads were matched vith econsmic records ia 1925 because
" 8ix of the counties sampled had déstroyed their tax records. Ia additicn,
and perbaps more seriocus, the economic dats for fathers who were farmers
‘was scarcer tham originally anticipated. The largest group of men who
were traced back ia time were fou-f on their fathers’ farms in 1900.
While there was economic ‘datn available for inter-generationsal msasuremeat -
of status differeaces in 1870, 1880, and 1915, the lack of wealth material

in 1900 prevented even aa economic index of status for fathers to be
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9.4

in 1900 prevented even an ecomomic index of status for fathers to be
consﬁ?ucted for the whole faru'popqlation. Thus our analysis of farm
20obility was restricted, either to instances=o£ owning or reanting inter-
generatio;ally, ox comparisons between specific cohorts of nen. An
accurate nmeasure of status on the farn which takes into account iand,
animalg, house furnishings, nachinery, education,ﬁipcome, and institutional

nenbership, awaits comstruction. .

A Wote cn Constant Occupational Structure

In Chapter 4 an important aspect of the discussion of change in the
occupational structure of Iowa over a generation conc - ped the analysis
of a standardized distributioa of the occupations of fathers and sonms.
Briefly the methodology for this operation was as follows: first the
sons naéginal distribution-was altered so that it becane identical with
the marginals of the father. And second that the.cell frequencies in_
tke intergenerational matrix were aiteggd so that they corresponded to
the new marginals distribution. In essence we were asking the counter

‘ factual guestion: "HWhat rates and patterns of occupational status
change would have been obtained in Iowa had the occupational séructure
of Towa remained precisely constant between father and son?" 1In ;rder

F3

to follow this procedure a program was written on a mini~computer which

was capable of standardizing a § by 5 table. The sm211 dimensions of
tables 4.17A and 4.17B in Chapter IV provide an opportunity to demonstrate -

how to standardize a table. The raw numbers are shown in table. B and

W

table C. The problem is to adjust the cell entries in table C so that

the row and column sums will equal those in éablg B. The first stage is

, to multiply row 1 of table C by 267 and row 2 by 92. This gives table
- ) 171 86
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9.5

D. XNow muiltiply the colurms of table D by 284 and 75 giving table
‘ 233.63  120.37
E. Zotice that the colurns now sun to 28% and 75, and that the rows sum
to 274.38 and 84.62. Stage two Trepeats the process: pultiply the table
E rows by 267 and 92 to get table F. Multiply the table F columns
274.38 84.62 -
by 284 and 75 to produce table G. One more iteration for polish
282.9) 76.10
gives table H, which translated into Percentages is table 4.17C in

Chapter 1IV. -
Sources

Huch of the data apalyzed in this study can be found in the Stat;
Department of History in Des Moines. The tradition of collecting exhaustive
agricultural statistics probably influenced the Iowa authorities to make
up questionnair;s which were more searching than those of the federal
‘census.  Vhile this data (earnings, religious affiliation, and education)
can be found in tée manuscripts, very little material was ever tabulated
in usable i?rm. For this reason, studies such as this, require long
hours of data éollection, record matching, coding, and computer analysis.
The data tapes are available for reanalysis through the Fapily and

Community Histery Program of the lewberry Library in Chicago.
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-




9.6
. Table A
_ Hean Zducatiom, Iascome, and Occupation
Scores, Jows, 1915, :
Occupation Educatioa ) Income Score g
in Years -
Doctor 15.8 .- - 8391 160 18
Veterivarian - 13.7 o - 3166 164 4
 Dentist 16.0 o - 2000 138 1
Lawyer - 16.0 ; 1783 135 é
School Superiatendent 16.5 1300 132 2
‘Company Officer 1.0 i 2642 129 -8
Druggist - 12.4 ’ ' 2160 129 7
Burserymas 13.0 . 1500 127 3
Morticiaa '12.0 1800 123 1
Bank Cashier 12.2 1720 ‘123 &
" Coal Dealer - . 12.0 1500 123 1
Civil Engineer 14.0 -1125 122 2
Livery Stable Owner 8.8 2625 11 5.
Benker = - 10.3 ’ 2156 121 6
Keel; Estats Bretutive 10.5 - s 2026. - 120. 10
Shoe Store Owner 11.7 - 1273 116 4
- Compemy Officgr 10.3 1680 116 9
Accountaat 12.0. . 1200 116 1
IR Meil Clerk 13.0 200 - 115 2
Newspaper Publisher 5.0 2000 115 1
Billfisrds Rall Owmer - 8.3 2200 115 3
Minister or Priest 12.5 1100 115 2
Court Reporter ’ 11.5 . 1250 115 B 4
Reat Collector 12.5 875 - 114 2
Teacher 12.5 -~ -- 642 - 112 1n
Life Insursace Agent - 11.6 927 12 '
Local Gowt. Official 8.5 1850 112 [
Tost Msster 12.0 00 112 1
Salesman 10.0 - ’ 1307 111 kx|
Lumber Merchant - 8.0 1950 111 3
Hardware Dealet '10.9 1012 110 10
IR Conductor 10.0 1200 109 1
Shipping Clerk 10.8 768 107 5
Auctioneer . A 10.0 - 1000 107 . 1
Bank IEmployee 10.1 866 106 2
Surveyer 12.0. 260 106 1
Small Menufacturer 8.5 1350 106 4
Photographer 9.2 1133 106 4 .
Yarm Stockbuyer . 7.5 1587 106 8
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Occupation

Cemeral Merchant
‘Well Driller
Bewspaper Rditor
Small Busimessman
" Inspector
IR Switchyard Boss
State or Couaty Employse
City Letter Carrier
- Parniture Store Owner
Yoreman
Real Estate Agent
Bookkegper -
Bazber
Crocery Store Owner
Restaurant Owner
Porter
Crocery Clerk
Vagon Maker
Ceueral Store,Village
Taxi Driver
-Watchmaker
Clothing $tore Owner
YTelephons Lineman
Plumber
Policeman
Yarm Owner
Butcher
‘Tarm Renter
‘Shoemaker
Fireman.
Baxrtender
Repafirmen
. Mesdengzr
IR Engineer
Plasterer
" RKlectrician
Blacksmith
‘Narnessmaker
Deliveryman
Tailor
Machinist
Mason
Baker
RR Fireman :
Yarmer's Son,on Pather's

(™
NOH.‘-NN%

PRUREY i O = T

LYY

o f
S NONWKHMPBDRNWN

a

-
N,

uuuuu'nozumwnunghnu§‘='

ot
-




Bducstion

Source: Sample Data.

_Occupation Iacens X
Crain Buyer 5.0 #1333 % 5
Carpenter 7.2 614 % 3
Advertising Agt 8.5 180 93 3
- Jamiter 6.8 634 X ] 16
Roofer 6.7 705 9 4
or 7.0 600 93 3
Prister 6.3 796 9 7
Cement Mixer 6.6 . 700 93 3
 Deiver 6.7 631 . . 922 n .
Beiler Maker 5.6 953 2 3 .
Roomiag Beuse Owmer 6.8 491 1 7
. Tesmster 6.4 566 ) § 20
~ Cigar Maker 6.8 47 S ) § - 1
Farm Laberer- 7.0 332 ] 176
Unskilled Laborer $.6 471 % 138
- Tismer - 5.0 %4 ) . 2
Buttermaker - 5.0 840 4 2
Comstruction Worker 5.3 733 . » 3
Upholstersr 6.0 300 2 2
“Macheaic 4.6 840 ] s
Cardaer 6.2 b 3 ] 3 3
Dry Cleamer 5.0 730 o "2
Pattern Maker 6.0 425 i 8 3-
. Minar 5.3 512 £ 9% 20

W
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