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ABSTRACT
.

Since 73% of the Navajo children entering sch of do
not speak English ell enough to complete a regular course of study,
the academic curiictam,of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (Bill)
reservation gchools is cOliterukt_primarily with acquisition o

4,Engiish as a second language. Progfars--daveloperd abd implemented
specifically for Navajo students are the Consultants in Total'
Education (CITE) and the Navajo Area Language Arts Program (NALAP). .

Developed under the auspices of Title I of the Elementary Secondary
Education Act (ESEA), CITE is highly structured and prescriptive in
its attempts to promote English oral and written expression.
Presenting grammatical structures based on a sequence suitable to
Navajo students, NALAP allows students to internalize English
language structures and promotes. small group and individualized
instruction. Emphasizing developmental programs:at the primary levels
and remedial prOgrams at the middle and upper levels, the-1973-74
,Title I project expenditures totaled mote than $7. 9 million with
language arts/reading'receiving 80%, mathematics 3.5%, special
education 9.9%, and general academics .1%. pu%ing 1973-74, student
growth in language arts and math was equivalent to.7 months and 1.1
years respectively. Current Title I data indicate a major trend
toward individualizing academic instruction for Navajo students.
(JC)
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. .

tiguous4 the school, and attend school on a daily basis. Due to its
vastness, the Navajo Reservation is divided into five agencies, each
of which is responsible Tor the education of the students who re-
side within the boundaries of the agency. The Navajo Area Divi-
sion of Eduction, located in Window Rock, Arizona is responsible
for ovrsetiag curriculum development and program implementa-
tion within the Agency schools. '

s

Unlike academic programs, which reflect the values of a middle
class American society, or of students residing within the hard core
areas of the inner city, academic programs in B.I.A. schools on the
Navajo. Reservation are designed to meet the unique academic
needs manifested by Navajo students. The schools are primarily
boarding schools which provide total academic and guidance pro-
grams on a twenty-four (24) hour basis, and serve students who
are unable to attend public schools or community day schools due
to family problems, the distances which students reside from
schools, and rbad conditions. The majority of the roads on _the
Navajo Reservation are dire roads impassable during the heavy
snowfaUkof winter and the spring thaw:

. .--

Navajo people are primarily mono-lingual,speakers of Navajo,
therefore, students entering school at six years of age often speak
little n no English. Spolsky states. that se%enty-three percent
(73%) of Navajo six year olds entering school do not speak English
sufficiently to participate in first grade arid, to comylep the course
of study required; of them. He also concluded thaf two major con-.
siderations ,may be attributed to the degree. of Isivajo spoken by
the students when they enter schools, namely the distances and
location of a school from an off reservation town, and the distance
students reside from a school.1

Academic curricula of Bureiii of Indian Affairs schools on the

It.e
Navajo Reservation, therefore, is concerned primarily with the ac-
quisition of English as a Second nguage. Stu4ents are involved
in academic and guidance program specially intended ti) enrich
their vast cultural experiences, and to complement their interests,
needs, and talents. Language Arts curricula for Navajo students
are based on a continuum of learning experiencgs representative

ISpolsky Bernard, "Navajo Lacgua;e Maintenance, Slis Year Olds In 1999",
March 1970, University 07 New Mycico, Alhusnrque, New Mexico.
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Criterion referee ssio tests, developed for each of the above
programs, in part under-t* auspices of ESEA, Title I, are designed
to evaluate the effectives of the programs in attaining their'
stated objectives..

Prograni.development on the Navajo Reservation has been
positively affected by3be_jrriplementation of Title. I of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act. All Navajo students in
BIA schools are eligible for 'Nile I services since they are educa-
tionally deprIved and reside in an economically depressed area.
.2thrretbre, eaah of the ,sixty (613) BIA schools on the resery tion,
is involved :in Vie implementation of a Title I project one_ or_
n.ore of the follEw:rig basic acedirnic areas ofkangua Aris,Itead-
ing and Mathematics, and Special Edtkation.

Project emphasis in the prirnz.r/ grades on developmental
programs for selected. target students des' ed to complement
regular classroom instruction is meeting the students' most critical
ne:eds .n the subject areas noted above. eviloprnental programs
to aimed at preventing academic de in Navajo students.
Remedial programs are the or Title I roject development
in th ade levels. Title Ij projects do not eon-

r the nzmediation of students' lesser 'n ds in other subject
as, _until the students' most critical needs have been met.

e
Nivajo education aides are a cornpone t wart of each, ois the

Title I projects in which they may function In self contained class-
rooms, continuous prOgress situations, Special Education programs
or in Reading and Mathematics resource rooms to assist in the in-
dividualization of instructional activities. The education aides,
who:have been trained in program implementation, assist profes-
sional personnel by interpreting English language concepts into
Navajo to facilitate students' understanding.

Under the _auspices of Title I, special editation programs on
the Navajo Reservation?, are conducted for trainable and educa-
tionally handicapped students and for students who exhibit Learn-
ing f?isailt.* The Special Education programs 'are provided
assistance by Ole University of Northern Colorado, Northern Ari-
zona University, and Eastern New Mexico University. Each uni-
versity complements the leadership and training provided by BIA
Special Education personnel to staff members in the development
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and inIplementation of special education programs and iri develop-
ing individualized instructional materials unique tithe needs of
Navajo st * eats. Special Education classes provide a small teacher -
pupil ra essential to the academic development of each student

, ..
in visual and auditory perceptual development, psycho-motor, de-
velopment, and language and mathematical concept development
for Learning Disabilities classes, and total program imtlemrtta-
lion in trainable and educationally handicapped _elasses.1 1

An integral part of all Title 1 projeCts is the- establishment of
a Parent Advisory Council at each school to work 'th the sdhool's

oing, implemen g and eval-
total academic staff in assessing 'ctudents- aca mr deficiencies,
establishing priorities, and in develo eyat-
uating programs for Navajo students. Parental inv'olvement is.qf
utmost importance to the effectiveness of 'Title I and regular Rd-

° gram implemented* to foster an improired attitude among stu-
dents toward academic achievement. Parents involved as Parent
Advisory Council members play an important role in maintaining
liaison with the sehool community to develop further parental
understanding of Title I as it effects the total education of their
children. s . ..

;
Tit l I projects in all schools on the Navajo Reservation served

a total1 11,740 students in grades kindergarten through-twelve
(K-712), during the 1973-1974 school year. The total expendittire
in approved projects was greater than $5.5 Million. Student growth
in the academic areas of Language4krts (Reading) and Mathematics
was equivalent to 7 months land 1.1 years growth respectively, ac-
cording to grade equivalent/scores. Normal expected gain without
Title I services is equivalent to four (4) months ani five (5) months 'in each area.

t,

Students enrolled in Apecial education rograrns, the evalua-
tion of witch is based on the attainment of specific behavioral ob-
jectifies, iA gederal surpassed the number of individual objectives
outlined in each project. Growth without Title I would have been
negligible ermined by past pupil performance. .

The percen ages illustrated in figure 1, indite the amounts
of money budgeted for difect instructional services for Navajo.

(students, under the auspices of Title I, during the 1973-1974 school
Year. The percentages do not reflect. the amounts budgeted for
evaluation, dissemination, parent council,* in-service training and
program administration.

28
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The -average expenditure p'r child in kach of
areas noted above is asfolIows:

Language Arts/Reading
Special Education
General .Academic
Mathematics
Other Academic Areas

Data extracted from appray
1973 school yesiindicatcs a m
,academic instruction for Navajo
jests on the Naajo Reservation

4, 42,$.00
$ 750.00

-8 361.00 /
t183.00!
$ 61.9

ed Title I projects for the 1974-
jor trend toward indit iduartzing
ruderds. Approved Title I pio-
tal more than $7.9 Million.

The total edueition of Navajo youth is a primal - concern 01
the Navajo Area DiVision of Education of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. Giant steps have been tak9.in the areas o .curricul
development and in the implerpentation of. specialized pr ms
uhder the...auspices of Title I and regular program development.
the ultimate goal of which is to triable Navajo students to function
comietently in the society which Old. choose that of life on the
Navajo Reservation or living in off rbservistion towns and other
geographic areas in the United States.

Teachers, parents and students haNe recognized the need for
change in educational programming to enable each child to progress
toward the attainment of his finest moment. Programs will con-
tinue to change as long as there are studcrits who demonstrate/-.
new needs and educators willing to 4cc.,ept the challenge to meet
students' needs. . ,

1
.


