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o . THE F@RGOTTEN/MRICAN e
. The Presulent’s Message to the Co'ng;e;s‘on GoalmndProgram: . ‘ CL T e ,, . .
. for the Amencan Indum. Mearch 6,1968 . B A

. To the Congr/e,of the U mted States;

‘ Mississippi and Utah——the Poto-
"mac and the ‘Chattahoochec—Ap
palachia 4and Shenandoah . . .,Ih
words of the Indian have.become
our words—the names of our states
and streams and landmarks.s ", .

. _ Hi$myths and hisheroes enrxch

ourliterature. .

Hislore célors ourart and our lan-
guage. . ., ]

., For two qentunes the Ameri=-.

, can Indian has’been a symbol of-the

drama and excitement of the earhest
. America. .
But for-two ceniunes, heé hag'

beei an alien in his own land.. |
\ . Relations, between the -United
States Govermnent and " the tnbcs
were, originally: in the hands. of the
LQ War Department. Untit 1871, the.”
. United States treatéd the Indxan
tribes as forcxgnnatlons .
V“ It has beén' only:44 years since
O thc United States affirried the -
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e o '
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\ : s Indlarﬁs cxtlzcnshlpkth&f ﬁﬁgal cquahty esscntlal for human dlgmty )
'+ *.-.. . ‘inademocraticsocicty. C e e
ey, A It has been only Z/ycars since Congrcss enactcd t<hc Indlan Claims __ - _
' Act, to acknowledgefhé Nation’s debt to the first Amcricans for their land.. -
T But pollt1Cal cquallty and compensation for ancestral lands arg’not R

' .+ cnough. The American Indian deserves a chance to develop his talent&
’ . and share fully in the future of our Nation. , .
<. . - There are about 600,000 Indians in America today Some 400 000
- .o Jive on or near resetvations in 25 States. ‘The remaining 200,000 have )
moved to our citics and towns. The most strlklng fact about the Amencan
Indians today is their tragic plight: ' '
—Fifty thousand Indian famities-Jive in unsanitary,- dllapldatcd ‘
dwclhngs many in huts, shanties, "even abandoned automobiles. e g
-~ . ', =Theé unemployment ratc among Indians is nearly. 40 pc‘rccnt—i \ - .
R m-ﬁmore—than;t@nﬁmesﬁenanenal-awragc 2 B S /’"—'ﬂ!
. ) —Fifty percent of Indian schoolchnldrcn———dbublc thc natxonal‘ o
" : ., average—drop out before compleﬂng high school. - - &%‘” o
N . ! + *—Indfan litcracy rates arc among the lowest in the Nation, thc : t
: rates of sickness and poyert ‘are-among the highest. ' i
~# . _Thousaids of Indians who haye migrated intp the cities find *- .
- H,_téhgmsclvcs untrained for JObS and unprepared for l\ban life.

e T '-—Thc ave ammganwday is44 T
T e -~ 5 for all other Amencans, it is 65, St s
.. . Ntﬂ:a

Thc Amcncan Iridian, orice proud and free, is-torn now- ‘between  ©
="~ _ white and tribal valies; betsveen' the politics and languagc of the white .
man and his own historig culture, His problcrn_&;harpcncdby yéarsof . .
defeat and exploitation, neglect and 1nadcquatc eﬁort, will take many oo T
years to overcdme. - —_—
e T TS Biit recent landmatk laws—the Economlc \Op portunity Act, thc L
po . Elem tary and Sccondaryqllahcatxon Att, the Manpbwcr Dcvelopment .
o " and Trai Act—havé given us anQOpportunlty to dea} w1th tHe per- -
AN : s_is,tcn)t praﬁ%@ssv‘of the American Indtan. The time has' coine to focus | o e
TS on_the plight of- the.American Indlan through these and thc
0 " other lasvs passed “in. the la§t few years. . "
- ' No cnlxghtcncd Nagsan, no rcsponsxb‘lc govcmmcnt no progrcssxvc <
people can sit idly.by arid permit this shOcl\mg sithation to continue.
. . : I propose a; -new goal for ouf Indian programs: A goal that ends o ‘
the old debate about “termindtion” of Indian ~programs and stresses
. self-determihation;: a goal that crases old attitudes of - patcrnahsm and -«
‘“ * . promotes parmersﬁnp self-hélp. . o
.- : Our goal must be: ’
—A ;tandard«of living for the I ndzans equa[ to that of the country
© as_a whole, @ .. .
—Freedom o'f Choice: An g[gp,aftumt;r to remain’ in their. fiome- o
R Iands, if they cho ogse;wnthout-surrendering , their dignity; an . :
. oppo?tunzty to .-move tg the towns and_cities of , Amerzca, if - R
"« .they choose, equipp htheskillsto live in equality and dignity. .
—Full partzezpatzon in the life of modern America, with a full share 7 .
., , .o« of economw opportumty and soczal ]ustzce : . . .
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U * proposc, in short, a pohcy of max1mum choice for the'American , :
i Indxan 'a policy expressed in pxegrams of sclf~hclpx sclf-chélopment .
. _self-determination. N " e |
' ! To start toward otr goaI in Fxscal l969,.I rccommcnd that the . -

for prograxﬁ““ argetcd

can Tnzlnnn Tnn nftf-n fAMﬁg—
* agencies; and no-c\f%ar, ified pohCywhxcth

“

Sy

k‘ I To launch an undjbided, Government-wz e eﬁort m b}m area, a?n . , =
% -i- " today issuing an-Exe utfve Order 'to. estabh:h a Natwnal Counczl on: . e
YIndian Opportunity, . . ’ ™ M
L The -Chairmanjof the Council wxll be thc che Presxdent who W1ll T
P bring. the problengsfo thc“lﬁdlans to thc~htghcst levels bf .Goverament. . N
The Council i ¢lude a cross scctxon ‘'of Indian lcaders, an hxgh gov- . '
J}.“ o ' ernmentofﬁ alsw o have programs in this field; . - Y
. T 3 y-of the Interior,'who has’ prlmary resyons:blhty for .
RN — Al - meme . \ .
v —-The Se clﬁetary of. Agnculture, whd\prg,g}'frbnfs“aﬂect\ thousands : o
.«:tf,_ bofI '_fn:‘_” . !,\\ ,.’; o i o
VL v“_"/'»-’J‘;THEX%Ec’rE‘tar)z of Commcrce* who~ca}1 help, promotc ﬂ?gﬁ’gmm ' Y
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LT e devclpgment of Indzlan lands. : i / o
Coty . -—The- Secretary_of Labor, -whose maWs C%’-’ﬁﬂ.“ o

/ ., .. more Indians forijorepseru yiseftemployment. ;
) RS TR —'-Ihc Secrctary alth “Fducation, and Welfare who ¢ c help ]

¢ ¢ .~ ~+ . . " Indian communities withrtw of their most pressm§ necds;-»hcalth L

Y ’ « =« -and education.” ' )

. Sy .~ - ——The -Secretary of Housing and Urban clopmcnt,/ who can
. 7 . b_ri ) bcttcrhous hg to Indian lands.
R —The 're(‘:to of the Ofﬁcc of Economic Opportumty, whose pr@
C. *'\ To . 1 gramsaye ajre opcratmg in several"Indlan commumtles Y
R v Ttie Coundil will.réview Federal programs for Indians, make broad -

] R
%K .

o pohcﬁ; recommendations, and ensure that pfogramsTeflect the needs and

i > : of ther ndlan pcople. Most 1mportant, r havekasked the V1cle7< '
T o Nt asohanmanof-the- Councxl to makc certam that the Ameri
~ " B . ¢ o ’ 3 (3t .
‘.\“\‘" ? . 3 ] o
L, ‘o, e SELF- H‘EK:W«A&\SELF-DETBRMWTION & e N
i . R R
‘ - > . W‘W---» . ) »
K ‘ - -*. -Thegreatest hope for Indian' progress lies'in the emergnce of Indian, N
¥ « L . . '(),,' : R B 2, - R . .;‘9.‘( v, R
) ) L ) W " . w T g® ) P T \
.. - . : . ] - i ‘. .
. o o o i ":‘ o
by .
M :
? l . ;‘c 5
S - . LI}
s a
Joh ¥ 1 ¥ ¥ “ .
o T ERS ¥ %L s )
[N Yo
. . o
y, ) -
“ 1\ %)
’, '; ?_‘;?};-, ‘x-
- =" a
[ e, '.‘?\ Lo
.t L Ve 5
v 3 ¢ RN, ,‘\WT s
* EE ANty K; . % .
o . ‘,x;lw-“
< N
'& R -
. 3,
r P
O, o0 ™
~ - n‘
“. . g ) N \,e L ¢ 2 L R

Vice President Hubert L, Humphrey reiterates the determination of Presi~ T
.o dent Johngon, to bring about wholesale improvement in Indian affairs at a

" . press, briefing in Secretary 'of the Interior Stewart L. Udall's office*'
This briefing ﬁollowed release of the Presidential message. Attending the

ﬁ":‘ v‘ : brief,ing were tyibal officials, members of the press, and Bureau of Indian
M; . Affairs ataff.‘ Secretary Udall is seated at the Vice President s left,
. - . .: - Y 4 . . ’ ) ] vl i
' e o P ‘ \ ' e '  f
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leadcr\ship and initiative in solving Indian prob‘lems. Indians must have oo
4 a-voice in making_ the. pla ¢ and decision3 in programs which arc im- T
" portantto their dailf life. - 1 . ' Y o
i Within the last few months we have scer a niew concept of com- '
. ' mun‘it'y‘development——a' concept, based on self-help—work successfully '

. . amonig Indidns. Many.tribes' have begun fo administer activities which

. Federal agencies had long performed in their behalf: . L \
. *> _On the Crow Creek, Lower Brule, and Foxt Berthold reservations
' in the Dakotas and on reservations in several othe , imagina-
, \ " tive new work-experience programs; operated by Indians them- . e
selves, provide jobs for Indians once totally dependent on welfare. '

s
L]

-, —The Warm Springs Tribes of Orégon ran an extensive /yé)grﬁr& ‘ .
P to repairfleod damage on their reservation. \
—The Oglala Sioux of South Dakota and the Zunis of New Mexico RN

are now contracting to provide law enforcement services for their —

communities. - « L o T

o —The Navajos—who this year cflebrate the 100th anniversaryigf B
their peace treaty with the United States—furnish many com; AN
munity scrvices normally ‘provided by ‘the Federal government, b

* either through cog_Wfo‘mﬁheir own Treasury. k K
i Passiver acceptance of eral Serviee_is giving way to Indian, - .
— “ipvolvement-—More-thap _ever before, Indian needs are being identified” , = = ¢
;'?b the Indian vie®point—as the L he. ' g
) %his principle is the key to pro
‘been’ f¢r other Americans. If wé base our programs upon-i, .
' will come’ whén the relationship between Indians and the Government -

~ .

will be one of full partnership—not dependency. =~ | < ~——

-~

\ L

- et . ¥
o ; , EbpucaTion . RN

v N ol

The problems of Indian education are legion: )
—Ten percent of Americans Indians over age 14 have had no

|~ \ schooling at all. |
—Nearly 60 percent have less thamr an cighth grade cducation.
‘ * —Half of our Indian children do not-finish high school today.
' —Even those Indians attending school are ]a\guoed by language
o ) ) barriers, by .isolation in remote arcas, by la tfadition of
Wt - academic achievement.*® . . | "
™SS »  Standard schooling and vocational training will not\be enough

overcome the educational difficulties of the Indians. More i
imaginative approaches arc needed. -
The legislation enacted: in the past four years gives us the
N to make the special cffort now needed- in Indian education: The Ele
mentary and Sccondary Education Act, the Education Professions
Development Act, “the. Vocational Education Act, and the Higher
Education Act. b < e N
The challenge is to.us¢ this’ legislation creatively.

3

4

£

I have directed the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of N R

Health, Education} and Welfare: .
4 )

——
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!'”‘f'fi‘és‘g schools will have the finest

S

teachers. . . (Ft.

-

“To.uork together to make these programs responsive to the needs
: of Indiaisemm___, / : I
—To develop a concentrated €ffort in Inidian education with State

and ‘local agencies. This is critical if the two-thirds of Indian _‘ .
‘ school children in non-Indian public schools are tg get the special » -
> help they-sorely need. C \ oe
o N PRSI R .
C Pre-School Programs | S .

\._ In the past few years we as a Nation haye come fo rcéognizc the -

_ irreplaceable importance of the carliest years in a child’s life. Pre-school “
—educatlpn and care—-valuable for all children—art urlently nceded for ¥
Indian children. e . . ..
' . We must set a goal to enroll every four and five-year-old Indian .

child in a pre-school program by 1971. . v
’ For 1969, I am requesting funds to:

' —M ¢ke the Head Start Brogram available to 10,000 Indian children. ~
N 4 ~Establish, for the first fime, kindergartens for 4,500 ITndian young-
- . sters next September. : NS

To ‘encourage Indian involvement in this educational process, I am
asking the Secretary of the Interior to assure that cach of these kinder-
. " gartens employ local Indian teacher aides as well as trained teachers.

v

Federal [ndian Schools \
" Singe 1961, we have undertaken a substantial program to improve

‘ o .

.
N -
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‘the 245 Federal Indlan schools, which are attcnded by oyver 50,000 chnl-
{cr} That cffort isnow half complctcd It will contmuco . v
But good facilitiesare not ecnough.  « '
_ I am asking the Sectetary of the Interior, in coopgration with the
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, to establish a model com- *
. munify school System for Indians. These schools will :

—Have the finest tcachers; famlhar _with Indian history, cultire .
and language. - : ‘ ~ R
—Feature an enriched cumculum\specnal gundancc and counscling
programs, modern instruction materials, and a. sound -program NI
totcachEnghshasasccondlanguagc ; ) .
—Serve the local Indian population as a community center fox: \‘\’ .
activitie§ ranging from adult education classes tosocial gatherings, =~ % "
Té reach this goal, I propose that the Cangress appro}hate $3.5_ '
zmillwn:toﬁﬁa&and hold talented and dedicated teachers at Ind‘tan R
ide_200 additional teachers and other profes&zgnals - - ‘
‘to enrich zn;tructzon, counseling and.other programs. TR T~
To help make the Indian school avitdl part of the Indian community, -
I am directingsthe Sccretary of the Interior to establish Indian school

[ .

-, "boards for Federal Indian Schools. School board members—selected by
' their communities—will receive whatever tx\nmg is necessary to enable '
them to carry out their responsibilities. . .

Higher Education’\ - l

Indian youth must be given
_morc opportunitics to develop their
talents fully and to pursue their am
" bitions free of. arbitrary barriers to
learning and employment, They .
must have a chance to become profes-
sionals: doctors, nurses, cngmccrs,
managers and teachers.
For the young Indian of today.
will eventually become the bridge

between two cultures, two languages,
and two ways of life. .

K Therefore, we must open wide
the doors .of career training and
higher education to all Indian stu-
dents who qualify.
To reach this goal:
- _ —1I am requesting $3 million

’ . in Fiscal 1969 for college schol=
ts, to d ' t N .
“ arship granls mlcl?iu;n’;(:; ?l;erz Secretary of the Interior Stewart .
e firs time living all L. Udall, right, discusses & point \

Indian students and their f‘}m(ll’. of the President's Message to Con-

lies to help capable young Ind: gress on American Indians with the

. ans meet the costs of higher ‘edu=  Yice President Hubert H, Humphrey

" cation. . _at the Departiient of the Interior. ‘




scholarship and loan programs are availablé to I ndzan high sc
graduates. .
—I am asking the-Director of the Oﬁice of Eoonomzc Opportumty
to establish a special . Upward Bound program for Indzan hzgh v,
. " school students."‘ 3 e NN . RN

, )

Thb hcalth level of thc Amcx lcan Indlafx is
population group. in thé {Unitc#, Stafes: = - P R S
—The infant mortality ratc among Indians.js 34’5 per 1000 . |
oot births—12 points above the National average. ’ ‘
4——Thc mc1dencc of tubci”culosw ,among Indnans an Al;lska natlvcs N

iy L |
° . HEAI’I’H‘A\D MEDICAL‘ UARE LT e,

PR )

. . |

v « =« ..p tRat are grossly madcquatc

, co o pot.cntlally dangerous sources, and u usc waste- dlspoqqk@ltxcs
. —Viral infections, pncumonia, ‘and malnumtlon-l—a\ll “of, which .

,V contribute” to. chronic ill health and mental retardation—al L
- Dk common among Indian children. \ SN .
N e N . We -hadve madc progress. Since 1963: ’ L \»
ool e 0 —=The infant death ratc has declinéd 21 percent. U N
s T Ut iY ewer  "—Deaths from’ tuberculosis are down 29 percent, - - . \\ :
R ~—The number of outpatient visits to\chmcs andvhcﬂth ccntcrs rose < \\

R 16 percent. N ‘8 . S . S
~ . . . - (X4 . . \
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o But much more.remains : to be done. T .

" .‘

3
7

I propose that the Congress incréase health programs for Indzang
by,,about ten percent, to $112 million in‘Fiscal 1969, with speczal empha-
sis on child health programs. . .
£ But if we arc to solve Indian health problems, the uIndan people
themselves must improve their public health and family health prac-,

.. tices. This will require a new cffort toinvolve Indidn famxhcg ina crusade .

¢

for better health. T

v
4

«  “Recent experience demonstratcs that Indians have been succe.ssfﬁl e

. in working side by side with' health Prochsronals’ T
—They have organized tribal hcalfh committces to review Indran
_ health problems and design programs for solvmg therh. v
~They have launched new programs in sanitation, mcntal health,
~~ - alcoholism, and - -accidefit control.

— - f ter
_.—A coop_eratrve Indian government pro_]ect, to provxdc safe wate o

#

i

y
'f
)

~vand disposal systems for 44,000 Indiahs and Afaska native fani- .
Hies has proved successful. For every Federal dollar spent, Indiant { <%

Americans have contributed anothcr 40 cents m labor, materxals

and ‘actual funds. . .

. am directing the Secretary of Health, Educatzon, and Welfare'to
build a “community participation” component into_every Fede‘?'al health a

' program for Indians which lends itself to this approach PR -

. vEésential to this effort wilkbe a large, well-trained corps of com-
munity health aides drawn from the I‘ndxan population: nursing 2 assmts-
ants, health record clerks, medical-social aides «and, nutrxtrom,workers,.
These commumty health aides can greatly assist professxonal health

- workers in bringing health services to Indian communities. '

I recommend that the Congress appropriate funds to tram and
employ mére than 600 new community I ndzan health azdes in the Public
Health Service. .. » .

m their- h&nqcommumtxes, teachfhg sound health practrces to the Indian
e\%llc in several critical fields: prc-natal health,child care, home sani-
tation<and- persorfal hygiene.
" Our, oal s first to ‘natrow, then to close the wide breach bqueen
the health standards of Indinns and other Americaps. But before large,
investments-in Federallyssponsored health services can pay lastmg drvx-

A

~ dends, we must build a o\rd bas.of Indla}\commumty agtion'for better

health. e

as
<

. Jons AND EconoMic DEVELOPMENT . -

<~ " The phghf of the Indians gives grlm testimony to ‘the devastatmg

" effects, of unemploymcnt, on .the individual, the famxly, and the N1

‘o

commumty. g

—Nearly 40, percent the labor force on Indian lands is chronically _
. unemployed, comparcd with a. national unemp'loyment ratc of‘ .
+t -+ 3.5 pereent. ° . )
—Of the I\nﬂxans ‘who do work a thxrd are undcremployed in tem-
* porary or seasonal jobs.
——Fxfty ercent of Indian families have cash.i incomes below $2, 000)

.
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se aides will serve nearly 200,000.. Indlans and Aiaska natives = .-
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A Two pcrccnt of all théb Iand in thc Umtcd Stgtcs is Indlan land.
L S, Indnana lands are‘about the sizc of all the New England ‘Statesand a small
% .. slicc of New York.. But many of their resources—oil, 825, coa\l uramum o
. g ©» o timber, Watcr—j-awant deyelopment. * . s )
" - - The? ecbnomlc ills of Indian areas can havc a ma_]or n1mpac§ upon . *° R
RN _nenahbormg regions.as well. It is not only in, ‘the, best interests of the S
—==~ 7"+ Indians butofthe entire Natlon to expand Indian cconomlc‘Oppox;tumty T
© L e eJobse, P P I N
e Spacial employment programs have bccn gstablishedto help meét .. R
B g * the negds of Indians. In 1967 alone, more than 10,000 men and women - (T
——— imr-and-othier-helpto oet Bureaw'ss- | -
’ Y programs—ndeuble the nimber served four ycars ago., These progtams: T 2
Ty - ——Provxdc all-expenses-pdid tralnmg and” placement.for I,nd:an« co
. , . aduits, U - B
’ ‘———Devclop projects in coopcr- ,
atlon with private ihdustty.” .
) ich famiilies preparc )
L togct er for the transition -+ . |
TR from welfare dependency Ny
> - touscful, productive work. ’
To meet the i increasing de~ R
&nand I propose that the fndzan " .
Voca%ionial Training Program be Coe
. expanded tp the full authorization . N '
of $25 mil lion in Fiscal 1969—near<’
ly double the funds appropriated
last year. - , .
In the State of thc Umon mes= " . . *

sage, I proposed a 25 percent increase—

"‘; * ‘. Y-

S : : T to $2.1 billion—in bur manpower-- \ ’
Left to right at the. press brlefing trammg programs fpr Fiscal 1969. . ‘ .
NS4

\ * ' in the’ Dep‘artment of the Interior on As a part of MNus effort, I ‘
- . the President's Message to Congress: havg gsked the Secretarvwof Labbr
‘ ~John Belindo,.executive secretary of ,  immd the Concentrated—Em=—
‘ the- National: Congress of American lon ¢ Proor to includ
... . - ‘Indians; Mrs. Georgia Al'Robinson; poyfnerf rogram to incluae -
X N Osage; Mrs, Elvina Greybear, Sioux, Indzan reservations.
' . Mrs, Helen M:Ltchell Quinalt; Robert Area Development . .
e * Lo Bennﬁtt Commiss:.oner 6f Indian . Th devel
’ Affairs; Vice President Hubert H, ¢ cconomic deve opmcnt . "
. -Humphrey; Sarah Ann Johnson, Miss of potentially productive Indian -.
. Indian America XIV; Secretaxy of the . greas suffers from a lack of base .
. . .Interior Stewart L, Udall; and Wen- »;‘capital to pcrmit Indians to take . s
. - dell Chino, chairman; National Con- ) : -
- of sound investment op =
N gress’ of‘A,merican Indians. adv:z:lgtagc Ul . P . .
: P 10 o '
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ERIC: : o it . N
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portunrtxcs and to attract private-capital.

|

! o

The Indfan,chsourpcs Dcvc10pmcnt Act, now ;L!.ndlng bcfore Con—. \\‘, ’
. gress, contanns prov:sxons togspark this kind ok investment. A SR
Thc*central feature of this Act i is an authorization ‘of $500° million
" for.an Indran loan guararity and 1nsurance fund and 'for a dlrcct loan \
rcvolvlng fund. -\ . e oo _ , 1 ] ‘

\Thesc funds would: ' R 8 DL //

. T‘Prowdc the foupdation for, t‘nc cconomnc dcx elopmcntfof Indxan ! .
"\ ' - lands. . el BRI ey
. . —JEnconragc tht industry tolocatcon or ncar Indian’ rcscr\atlons, LNy :
\’ —Permit "better development: of natural resources. ° K L . .
e B —Encourage dev clopment &f.. the tourist potential on: many Vo .
.. 7L reservations. " : . : K -
" - The Indian Resources Dcvclopmcnt Act woufd also pcrm1t ‘the _ e s
- g issuance of Federal corporate charters fo Indian tribes or groups of ‘ .
N Indians. This charter gives.them the means’to compete with otherccom- . . .
Y munitics in attracting outside investment, i T, .
S I urge the Congreys to onact thzs proarazn 'for the economic (Ievelop-
h ~ ment of Indian resources., . C '

>
N . . - - . vy ’

" Roads for Economzc Dcvelopment “w oo '

&

 Withoiit an adcq'uate systcm of roads*to hnL Indian arcas with the ’ 0
rest of our Nation, community and cconomic development, Indian self- - :
. help programs, and even education cannot.go forward as rapldly as they
. should,.
- Large arcas: 1nhab1tcd by I\dlans are v1rtually 1naccessrble For *
. ’ cxample, on the vast Navajo-Hépitarea there are pnly 30 percent as '
any miles of surfaced roads per 1 ,000 square mllcs as in rural areas of °
‘ rnzona and New Mcxnco !

. ~The worfully inadequateroad systems 40 lndiah aregs riust be
® « /improved. Gogd roads are desperately needed for ecconomic development.
v And good roads rhay sor'ncday\cnablc the Indiafr-people to keep their
. young' children at home, instead of havnng to—send them to far-away ‘

. S boardnng schools. ,
) > I propose an amendment to lg’Federal Highway Act ¢ mcreasmg the 3

. authqrzzat:on for Indian road construction to $30 million annually begin-
" ning i Fiscal 1970.
s

‘ . EsSENTIAL CONMUNITY SERVICES'
Hou.rzngr °o

N

Wlost IndnanF"usmg is far worse than thc housnng in many slums
of our large citics. 3

\ To begin our attack on the backlog of substandard housmg
\ 1T have asked the Sccrctary of Housmg and Urban Dcvclopment
to increase Indian home construction by an additional 1,000 units #
this coming year, for a total of 2,500 annually.

~I propose that the Congrcss double the Fiscal 1968 appropria- ~
tlons—-‘to $6 million in 1969—for a broad homc improvement )
"\ program.
These steps are a strong start toward nnprovmg Tliving conditions e
_° . among \Indnans while we deal with the undcrlylng bauses of madcquatc

11 ) . -2 .

.
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housmg But. the present housmﬂa&v’ is too rigid to, incet the spcc1al
M(H_/,’% .
needs and conditions of gur Indian poptxlatlon - ¢ .

. I am fﬁmeforc submzttzng legg!gwn to open the dy or? for_more
. Indians toeceive low- cost housing @id, and to ¢xtend tJ;e laa.a«[r?oamms
. - of. theFarmersHome' ihistration to tribal lands. ' L
. ' In addi K CLl
he Sccrctary of Housmg and
constryction standards fo

‘ban Dcveloi)mcht will review '

ndian homes to ensure ﬂcxnblhty in v

. design and constructierf of Indian housing. -~ ‘
—The Sccrctaﬂe,s/dﬁ?z Interior and Housing and Urban Dcvclop-

ment w llLeﬂorc new low-cost tcchmqucs of construct,gon sultablé

to aﬁttppcd-up Indlan housmg program.

v &
.
.

Co%,mumty Action
Programs under the Econpmic Opportumty Act have improved’
morale in Indian communities. They haye gwcn tribes new opportumues *
to plan and carry out social and economic projectst .Community action
programs, partxcularl} Head Start, deserve strgng support. -

e

+ &
6 * I am, }zslumg the Conurcss to provide $2Q*7 mzllzon in' Fiscal 1969 .
A for theset im portant efforts. . . , -
o “ Water and Sewer Préjects - . e Y e
” ' Shoorter life expectancy and higher ‘infant mortahty among dians
. arc causcd;,m largc part by unsamtary water supphes arad contaghination '

.y

i

- % v
i

§ . . 2
- I3 . (J ’

" M o~ . \‘
"Encourage development of tourist potential. . 2" (Miccosukee, Fla. restaurant)
- . " ¢ N .,
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from unsafe wastc disposal. _ > RURS
The Federal Government has authority to foin with individual T
Indians to construct thesé facilities on Indian lands. The gpvernment con-
tributes thé capital. The Indian contributes the labor. .
« To step up this pro€ram, L recommend that the Congress increase -
appropriations for safe water and sanitary waste disposal facilities by 30
percent—from $10 million in Fiscal 1968 to $13 million in Fiscal 1969.
« |

<

%
t Civi. RicHTs

A Bill of Rights for Indians ” '

L '///
.+ In'1934, Congress passed ‘the Indian '\'%\ganization Act, which
. laid the groundwork for demo,c/ra;ic sclf-government on Indian reserva-
tions. This Act was the forerunner of the tribal ¢ stitutions—the char-
ters of democratic practice among the Indians. -, 7)™~ 4
Yet ‘few tribal constitutions include a bill 'of rights for.individual »
Indians. The basic individual rights which most Americans enjoy in rela-

‘.. tion to their government—enshrined'in the Bill of Rights of the Consti-

’

tution of the United States—are not safeguarded for Indians in rélation . .
to their tribes. . - o
A new Indian Rights Bill is pending in the-Congress. It wotild pro-
< tect the individual rights of Indians in such matters as freedorh of speech
and religion, unreasonable search and scizure; a speedy and fair trial,
and the right to habeas corpus. The Senate passed an Indian Bill of Rights - ~——
last ycar. I urge the Congress to complete action onthat Bill of Rights in ~
the current session. . .
. In addition to providing new protection for menibers of tribes, this
bill would remedy another matter of grave conce¥n to the American
Indian. | - ) vt -
Fifteen.ycars ago, the Congress gave to the States authority to extend
their ¢riminal and civil jurisdictions to include Indian reservations—
where jurisdiction previously was in the hands of the Indians themsclves.

o

é

&

Fairness and basic démocratic principles require that Indians on the
affected lands have a voice in deciding whether a State will assume legal
jurisdictionon their land. . a
. I urge the Congress to enact legislation that would provide for
tribal consent before such extensions of jurisdiction take place. . -

OrF-RESERVATION INDIANS
K &

Most of us think of Indians as living in their own comgupities—
geographically, socially and psychologically remote from thg main ¢ur-
' rent of American life. ~ .
Until World War I1, thiis was an accurate picture of most Indian
peopte. Since that time, however, the number of Indians living in towns
- and urban centers has increased to 200,000. -
Indians in the towns and cities of our country have urgent nceds /
fog education, health, welfare, and rchabilitation services, which are far |
gréater than that of the general population. . .
“These needs can be met through Federal, State and local programs.
I am asking the new Council on Indian Opportunity (o study this prob-

13 .
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lem and report to me promptly on actions to Yrbet the needs of Indians
in our:cities and towns. | ° A ‘o ,

AraskanN Native CraMs .

. The land rights of the native people of Alaska—the Aleuts, Eskimos
' and Indiansz-have never, been fully or fairly defined. ™ - .
Eighty- four years ago, Congress protected the Alaska nativesin the. . °
use and occupancy. of their lands. But then, and again when Alaska\was -
given statehood, Congress reserved to itself the power . of fina] deion
on ultimate title. - v
It remains our, unfifiished task to statc in Jaw the terms and condr-
tlbns of- settlcmem so that unccrtamtycan be ended for the natlve people

. .- of Alaska. * d
: Legfs]&xon is now ptndmg to resolve thlS issue. I recommend‘prompt
ST action on' legislation to:

Lo —Give the native pmple of Alaska’ title to tHe lands they occupy -

: ‘ and need to sustain their villages. |

. o —Give thenr rights to use additional lands and water for hunting,
- *trapping and fishing to maintain their traditional way of life, if

5 they so choose. '
—Award them compensatien comimensurate with the value of any

lands taken from them. . - o

.

. : "
.’ ' ) . TuE FIRST AMERICANS

.0 . The prégram I propose seeks to p';omote Indian developmeént by ,
X Lo improvigg health and education, encouraging lopg-term economic .
. growth, and strengthening commumty institutiohs. . ) b
= : ' » Underlying this program is the assumptlon .that the Federal ,~ ,
e govcmment can best be a responsnblc partrier in Indian progress by
- . .treating-the Indian himsclf as a full citizen, rc&ponmble for the pace and
direction of his development. ° .
5 } . But therc can be no-question that the government and the pcople .o
.o of the United States have a responsibility to the Indians.
. In our cfforts to meet that responsibility, we must pledge to respect
fully the dignity and the uniqueness of the Indian citizen.
That means partnership—not paternalism. ” ~
‘We must affirm the right of the first Amcrncans to remam Indians
while exercising their rights as Americans, .
We must affirm their right to freedom of c¢hoice _ and self-
* determination.
. We must seck new ways to provide chcral assistance to Indians—
with new cmphasis on Indian sclf-help and with respect for Imdlan
ctulture. . J
And we must assure thc Indlan people that it is our deswe and
* intention that the special relatlonshlp'bctwccn the Indlan and his gov- ‘
=) * ernment'grow and flourish. i-J : s . '
' For, the first among us must not be Tast. T
I urge the Congrcss to afﬁrm thlS policy and to enact this program

&

LynpoN B. Jounson

X The White Housc : e e .
’ March 6, 1968 | . - ' EN,
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