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. ‘This document is the tenth in a serles of 12 early

Nilchlldhood program descriptions complled by the Faq Hest Lahoratory :
. for Educational Research. and Development. "The progranm descrlhed here *
.is the Appalachia ,Preschool Education”Program devkloped by the

. AQpaIachla EduCatlonal Laboratory. The Appalachia Preschool Program
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for chlldren from rural Appalachla. The progrdm is oriented to the’
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- &,v and '5- <mww olds for” first grade.
, L rienting and attending mxuwﬂm.
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. mvm ro;a oriented programsconsists of ﬁrwmm major components: a television program,

. snd a mobile classréom program. The television, vu@vﬂws
"~ lessons which aré broadcast over a local TV station on a weekly basis.
places ~ $uch as a HPV&mﬂ%y which rural children seldom have a chance to see,
. e puppets She. teaches number skills,_ color and size,
around; he development of skills. . y
. Th www<~nvo= ﬁ&Odes is supplemented .by a jome <?muno& program.
o 30 hohd§ a week, speriding abéut SO to 45 minutes at, each home.

p . ﬁﬁ»m<.,*o= Yesson.
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called Around the Bend,

discrimination, and theé alphabet.
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and a ghemical toilet.
, a v:HHonus board, owv~:mn space,

smuon component om the program is w,aovuwm classroom.

a large van with an m.\vx 11! "classroom."

books,

F

‘1t* contains. nrHHm -size furniture,

It is heated,
audiovisual equipment,.

and an wmmoaésﬁﬁn of manipulative toys:

- > 4

.

al Laboratory, one of the wapost laboratories funded by ﬁ:m U.S. Office om mmc-
leveloped a :osw oriented preschool program as an alternative wﬁﬁﬂobnr to prepare 3-;
"The program focuses: on the mm<m~owsw=ﬁ of language, nomspﬁp<w

games ,
- Each broadcast is centered

Eight trained home <umun0Hm “visit
Each home visitor brings materials such
The home ¢umun0H tutors m:mrwsoﬁcwwwwm %m&m:nm to take part’ in learning wnnu<~nwwm.
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~:w >ﬁkuwmrww Preschool v&owaw; is a demonstration ﬁHOuwnn mmmuwswm to provide for children from. rural

>©vm~worpm a preschool education which they would not otherwise receive. 1n a region which has a sparse

rge area with poor access roads, the traditional nursery schoolhouse concept
is Wmowﬂwv:unwp y' and finan uwHHK unfeasible.

motor, and

a home visitor- cﬁomﬁws
consists of 150 half-hour ‘
Patty, the on-camera teacher, "éxplores
through songs,

art work,

meOCn
as' books

S
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The socpmm classroom, staffed by a. ﬂmwnymﬁ
wu& oo:mﬂnuo:wm..nw&ﬁmnwa

and has a .
a ooorpsm area, a
The. van. makes ! :p:@
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stops a week At each stop it provides two hours of instruction for 15 children who live within a two-mile -

radius. The mnmm<wﬁwmm.w:‘m:m mobileé classroom are planned to relate to/the skills taught on ﬂ:m\e<kwwomes .
u:m:osm<ummﬂo&wﬂomams.Odmamemsnﬁw<ommmﬂcamomﬂrmsocwﬁm nHmmmwocsmwaomwmswmﬁ:mﬂwaﬁ&e<waomn:wpaam:

With social contacts with other children. - “ :

Materials used in all these three programs include common nosam&nmmwﬂ% available books, vLNmHmm“ manipula- .
tive toys, and other home-made or teacher-made items. , " . :
] ] . S ; h.. “...»‘ .
l* \\\\\ . : ..

PROFLSSIGNAL AND PARAPROFESSIONAL TRAINING . _ )

I'ne project staff i5 _divided into two {eams: the curriculum team wsw\ he fiéld team. The curric¢ulum team
is responsiblie for the development of all curriculum mdterials -for use, the TV teacher, the home visitor, and
the mobile classroom teacher. The field team consists of the van ﬁmwgiw , her aide, a field team leader, an -
snstructional monitor, and eight paraprofessional home visitors. .The /field team members are given a three-wéek
preservice training by the project staff at the Appalachia Educational Laboratory. It involves an introduction T
to the study of child development, use of materials appropriate far preschool children, sensitivit\ training,
51d practice in the use of interview techniques. [Iruining materials are available from the Appalachiw Educationad 0
Lakoratory. )

, - <

ADMINISTRALTVE REQUIREMENTS AND COST ’

o

mﬂmmmucn cost to purchase a mcwanmLvavma.sovam classroom jis $22,000. The van will bé able to service up
to 160 fchildren per year. TV lessons and training materials are avdilable from the developer on loan and at no
nomﬁ,mv school districts interested in implementing the program. The. developers estimate that the annual cost
to mswpmsm:ﬂ this program for all 3-, 4-, and S-year-olds in the state of West Virginia will amount to about $23§
per n{wHa_ as compared a cost of $496 per child per-year if the traditional schoolhouse concept is implemented.

“

PROGHAM DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION N . . ,
[ N

- Since 1968, the program has reached 450 3-, 4-, and S-year-old children in rural Appalachia. To evaluate
the‘effectiveness of the program, a battery of tests has been used, including the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test,
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"showed some ‘significant dif
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the Forstig Visual Perception Test, the.Illinois Test of vmwo:ouw:NCHmmRm Abiljties, and the Appalachia
Preschool Test, developed vm the project staff to measure objectives &m

erences- on_the Appalachia wﬁmmoroo#mwmmw%v

the controls.

yeaw (1970-71). . -

o

without the mobile classrnom experience.
mobile classroom experiences. .

v

Ancther evalugtion study, comparing achievement &f reghlar findergarten graduates and graduates from the
mw:ax are unavailable at the. pregent time
; / )

Apralachia nodel, is under way.
{(November 1971). - .

~

PROGRAM HISTUXY AND PRESENT DEVELOPMENT -

The Appaiechia Preschool Program is
se
in the home-oriented program.

implement the program for the ertire 3-, 4-, and S-year-old P

. ) 12 e

Other significant differénces were shown primarily fo
ao<ow@3mﬁm felt that these results were encouraging enough to contifue

An uﬁmwswﬁ was also made to’ measure social learning in the mobile ¢
"analysis technique devised by the_project staff. ‘
bvhavior aleng 28 social skill vndicators. ¥uch as 'requeSts assistar y,'" "initiates antagonistic a
I'he results showed that the mwocv with mobile classroom omvmmcﬁm tendedl to be les's withdrawn than
The developers felt d:mﬁ\nmmﬁwwn sccial skills were related to the

The mmnr:mncv.w:<o~k

Results from this comparative

"three-year demonstr
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The project hopes to amao:mnwmwm th mmmonawsm:omm of this

mwu tion in the stafe of We
/
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the program. The 1969-70 test dat
etween the experimental groups and
the 3-year-old girl subgroup.

<mkmvamsn.om the program for w\m:wﬁa

P ’ . ’ Ly
fon‘groject which began during/

<

The

sroom by using an interactio
observing and recording socfal -

ion.'"
oups ' * . .
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J e 1968-1969
nool year. 1o the presént time, 450 B-, 4-, 4nd 5-year-old ,children in rural Appalachia hgvé been enrolled.

rpach and to
Virginia.
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