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MAJOR ACTIVITIES A0 SOCOMPLISEIETTS

~
f d 3

-

Researchers contirued work on the Sesare Street Curricalum Renorming Study.

This study, currently in the testing stage, was designed to measure present

esame Street target audience with the Secame Street

(i)
1621

corpetence levels of the

curriculum. The folloyirg sthges of the study were completed during the

October-Decerber cuarter of 1975:

.

1. UNCO Coxporation of Wasihington, D.C., completed pretesting program
Y - s -
» with sarple tect itens. Pretest report completed and submitted.

2. Sesame Shtreet rescarchers net with UNCO staff to select itcms for
' final version of the tests ;-

3. Revisions of t¥st items and artwork were completed; test vwas printed.

- D
¢. Sesarc Strect researchelr Emily Firdlay desigred a coded data sheet
‘ - for teacherss to use in the administration of test items. '
v . } [ * o

5. Sc;are Serect researchere traveled to viashington, D.C., to attend

a Yester teinirg ceminar and to discuss data treatments with
M P - 4

Uilco stafl. Y , |

' 6. Test earinistration begun; at the time of this report, it was about
half corpleted. - '

7 \

This study will be complettd during the first guarter of 1976. .

L

*

gSesame Street ) cesearchers designed and completed a program of formative

-

testing of program segments taped in New Mexico. These segments were designed
to give a fresh, look to the program and to focus on the emotions involved in

was also anade to present a distinctive 5
LS

culture, different from Sesame Srreet's usual inner-city culture, in a positiye

1ight. Rescarchers pexformed testing to investigate children's attention to

l entering sccial groups. An attempt
;

\

|

}

i and comprehension of these picces. i
)

- |
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Researcliers worked intensively with Barbara Kolucki, a student of Dr.

-y -
Abraham Tannenbaun of the Siccial Education Department, Peachers College,

| \,

Columbia University. Ms. Kolucki is under conEﬁact with the Children's Tele-

< ‘. -

vision Workshop to develop a taxonomy of educational objectives and television
! . h]

treatmerts which will help researchers to order and eyaluate existing and new

-

Secame Street segments for their®usefulness to mentally retarded children.
) ~ I

g

The taxonomy has Leen'developéé and is now being revised and refined.

Rescarchers corpifed data tb amerd the Sesame Street Pictureable Word List.
This document inforins ook editors, magazine feature creators, and others, how

children characteristically label pictures of familiar items. It is important

to know, for example;, that in a feature meant to teach the letter H, that most

| .
children will not spontaneously label a picture of a horse as a "Doggy."

.

The picturcable word list was awended with test results obtained from
child testing pictures of items representing 130 simple woxrds.

A new staff of student interns was interviewed and selected for the Spring
- .
semester, 127¢.¢ The students, affiliated with colleges and universities in New

York and New Jersey, will rececive training in formative research practices and

-

methods, and will also he awarded acaderic credit by their host institutions,

Sesame Street vescarchers assembled a panel of cxﬁﬁ%ﬁs to review segments

which have thus far been produced in the format of the Joseph P. Kennedy.

»

Foundation's Play to Grow dctivities. Thesc segments model simple physieal .
activities for mentally relarded children to practice with parents, teachers,

+ » » » » N N

siblings, or peers. Tﬁ§ cegments, each introduced by a distinctive logo, are ~j/
- ) -

scheduled for presentation during the first twenty minutes of each Wednesday

Sesame Street program,
These scgments wexe reviewed by Mr. Herbert Krawer and Ms. Jean Smith of

- ‘

the Joseph P. Keﬂnccy Foundilion, by Mrs. Bebe Bcpnstein, Dircctor of the New

York Cily CRMD Program, Dr. Brickncr of the Univerdily of Miami. fhcsc'mcctings
~ ’ . :

yieldaed production quidelipes and additional Writers Notebook suggestions for

producers Lo use in preparing materials in the future. 5 /
, ; ¢

-
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Researchers continued the ongoing process of review which is applied to

scripts, amimation storybeards, and the production videotaping process.’

Researchers assembled data regarding a class of segments réferxed to as the

"George's Farm" format.. producers werc advised regarding the workability of,
. ' "5

this format in the past, and a recommendat ion to produce further such segments

.

was offered.

A »
Researchers met with Dr. Gerald Lessex, Head of CTW's Research Advisory

~
Cormittee, .and with Joa Stone, Executive Producer df Sesame Street, to discuss
curriculuz additions and revisions for Sesame street's eighth broadcast season.

-

DISSHMITATION RCPIVITIES .’

-

October 3, 1975: Sesame Street researchers presented a seminar wherein

Dr. Ken O'Bryan and Tim Hodapp, researchers from the Ontario Institute of EBdu-

caticn, discussed results of their eye-movement research on Sesame Street

|

problem=-solving and classification segments.

October 7, 1975: B reseercherx discussed fommative research methods with
1

-~y .
a guest researcher fyom India.

October 7, 1975: A researcher met with Leglie Halliwell, iead of Granada

casters in Britain. .

-

v, one of.the independent broad

.
-,

October 14, 1975: Mr. Kale, gucst regearcher from India, accompanied Seighe

. @

“

Street ResearcherSv%o a rescarch siye +o observe testing mgthods.

~

October 16, 1975: Meeting between researchers and Dr. Charles Steinberg

of Nunter College, to discuse the Sesame Street research internship program.

Octobexr 17, 1975: csociate Dircctor of Research visited Dr. Robert Liebert,

of Stony hrook Univexsity to cxpfgre new research methods and ongoing projects.
! .

Sesare Slreet rcscarchu{gxdiscusscd projegts with geveral cstudent and

faculty yisitor: representing varcious academic i\stitutions.

? ]

6 .
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November 6, 197%: A Sesane Street rescarcher gave a presentation beffore

an Education cerminar at Ltony rod.t University.

\

«
Pl

November 20, 1975: Assoéﬁiie Director met with Dr. Tony Bates, Director

of London's Open University.
\

TNovember 20, 1975;;1Associate Director met with Ms. Diana Bander, producer
of a Brooklyn College Television special about learning disabilities._: _
e
December 4, 1975: Sesame Street researchers mev with a panel of experts in
4

’

special education to review newly-produced Scsame,Stfeet segments for mentally

retarded children.

Associate Director made a trip through lew ©ngland to discucs recearch

methods ard studies with:

»

1. Dr. Glen Brickman, Motive Recearch Laboratory, Providerce, Rhode Island

.

.

2. Dr. Aimee Leifer and iis. Darbara Flagg, Harvard Center for the Study of

Education in Televisioa .
. 5 Dr. Dan Arnderson, Dr. Jennings Bryant, and Dr. Bernadette lielson-Shapiro
of the University of Massachusctts .

‘A. br. Posert ¥rull, Red<allaer Polytechuic Institute, and Dr. James Watt,
Undverzity of Connecticut . :
Y ;

oryen ACTIVITIES <.

’ .
- Internutional: Associate Director screened segments from Sesamcotrasse.

- N
4 .

Products Division: ‘Product teéting and/or review was provided’for the

’

v .
«

following items: t ) N

-

‘ 1. Oscar Cagd Gaine . ~

2. _ Four coloring hooks

- 3. Memory Game -

-~

~ 4. Pop-Up Books (Where's Cooxie Mouster, Sesame S$treet Mothar Goose)

L)

' . 5: DBookmobile hooks
6. Friends Tndustries Sesame Street crafts
% o

7. Milton bradley Puzzles ) .

N
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Floor puzzles ,
4

Big Bird Jack-In-the-Box

10. 1Institutional Division filmstrips

11. Sesame Street Fair Game .
—
i\ .

As in the past, ongoing research was continued on the Sesame Street Magazine.

R Y T T T T S e

Communityv Education Sexvices: Researchers helped to create-guidelines .

for producing the CES Secame Street Activities Manual. Researchers continued

to review Sesame Street Program Highlights.

pAY

~
-

' ’ STA” UTILIZATION

- Ms. Lqurian Hayes wac promoted to Assistant Director, Sesame Strecet éesparbh

N /

!

.

CUTUPE ACTIVITICS PLAINL _

1. Further curriculum cevelopment foa Sesame Street's eighth broadcast searon

2. Completion of secame” Street Curriculum Renorxming Study.

’

3. Completion and application of Barbara Kolucki's taxonomy. R

[

4. Formative researxrch on selected new Scsame Street segments produced for
the sevenih broadcast season. ' . .
. lo
' 5. . Formative res€arch designed to investigate 'the pffectiveness of existing

with meritally retarded children. Characteristic format

-

L)
Sesame Street seéments
\J

* *

will be examined foxr theifr ability to -elicit attention and comprchension from
- &

mentally retarded children.

- 1 "
< ‘ . ;oo
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SESAME STREET PRODUCTION
3 7 : :

N /.r’

MAJOR ACTIVITIES ANlD ACCOMPLISHMENTS

»

The quarterly period of September through December 31, 1975, was.spent

in the writing of scripts, casting, and the preparation of all productions

° -

elements for the second half (January-March) of the Sesame Strect taping season.

=4

FA

- FUTUPE ALTIVITIES PLANNED‘ .

Daring April, remote taping of five Sesame Street shows will take place )

in Louisiana in preparation for next season.

9

6/
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\DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES

1/

ey -

-

THE ELECTRIC COMPANY RESEARCH . . .

¢

MAJOR ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMERTS

The completion of a study of responses of preschoolers to The Electric Company
A final report is due on January, 1976. The continuation of a project to do a

content analysis of all The-Electric‘Company segments. Also the continuation of

a project to investigate possibilities for teacher imtexvention to enhance the

classroom effectiveness of The Electric Company.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND FINDINGS

L

The initiation of an Eye-Movement research program in conjunction with Harvarg

University. Initial projects to be conducted by The Electric' Company including
an evaluation of responses of preschoolers to The Electric Company and an evaluati

of the visual rcsponses of poor readers to The Electric Company with and without

v

introduction of a "learning sct" prior to viewing. t

P

The continuation of a Pre-school Transition Study. The data is being col-
. /

lected and analyzed. A final xeport will be completed by Jdnuary, 1976.
L Y

¢

¢ @

A formal prescntation of all eye-movement ‘findings was prepared for delivery

in Janqify of 1976. :
% . e “
Ay article entitled, "A Suggested Rescarch Slrategy" was publishied in the =

Journdl of Commmicaiion,(L97%) vol. 25, No. 14.
‘ )
.

10
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A member of The Blectric Company Pescarch’PDivision served as guest lécturer,

5

T J s N

at Teachers College, Columbia University, on the topic of rescarch in children's

television.
. LI

A special presentation was made by The Electric Company Research Division

‘to Swedish ddlegates from National Television on the CIW model of Research.

A nmember of The:Electric Company Division sat in at the oral defense of an \g

.

OISE Student whorcompleted a dissertation on The Electric Comﬁany.

C A proposal to explore the use of foreign language co-productions. for the » %

’

Middlebury College<

teaching of foreign languages in the U.S. was developed with
. A
A member of The Electric Company Research Division presented a papexr on t

’ ’
. I
directions in children's television at the National Association for the Educat;£n o
N 2 . . )

of Young Children in Dallas, Texas on November, 1975. g
. v

o

An interview was given to Newsweck wagazine on The Electric Company .

- .
13
‘ The developuwent of “The Electric‘Coxpany and its research was presented to ‘v ~
. Jennie McKenzie, Dirccto? of Research, for the Australian Broadcasting Corpérapion
during this period. .
_y. The proposal for the Spanish language version of The Tlectric Company for
. .
possible co=production has becn reworked during this period.
. /. . ‘
- L [
* . . ~ DATA COLLECTION K
OENN
N “-'-1 l’ N * A ‘ -
: A three-phased study of childrens' responses to the humor on/' The Electric
Company program was conducted . '
An investigation of the appeal of characters and formats used on The Electrig
Company is now in progress. ’ ,
4 Ky
Field testing of new animation techniques for The Electric Company is dlso
. underway . Post-hoc data en reading achicvement has been initiatcd in Alcoa, Tennd

oy v
’ \




. * \ "
) . ’ \ ' ' . 3
OTHER ACTIVIWVIES ' . .
- » \ _
) : The Electyic Company Besearch Department has barticipated in the development
’ R - .

of filmstrips by CIw and Guidance Associates for kindergarten thro%gh 3xd gtade.

earch production interaction in connection with

A systematic schedule for res

|
i

|
3
:
%
4
;
i

|
|
|

. N T
+

: | L
The BFleclric Company magazine has—been

' !
’ Plans for the development

L) :
. Sesame Street and The Electric Company have been confirmed. ,

. . .
- 4 - 9
¢
i
. .

FUTURY ACTIVITINS PLANTED

’

: ’ The Electric Company Reseazch Department will play a majox role in a pre-

sentation on.insttuction
. . i

A ° » ]
The Elgctric Company will also particjpate in the International Conference

on Evaluation and Rcsearchﬁ“in Milton Keynes England, in April, 1976.

ERIC 1 |

Lo o :

- n . ‘ L . . . )
al television AERA conventlon\ln San Francisco, 1n Apr%l, i

i
|

for bilingual in-sthool materials hased on both w—1

(S

!
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MAJOR ACTIVITIES AKD

9
4

From Octobex 13

was taped at the ‘studio. .

DISSENTNATICN ACTIVITIES

ACCOMPLISHMENTS ’a

through Decerber 19, the last half of the fifth season

)
L

-

Weekly studio production meetings and gencral production staff

’

DATA COLLECTIOH

A

relating to the taping of the show were, held during this period.

.

.

meelings

-

te

The Production Department is continuing to help the “‘outside study on ways

*

LS

~

* in which a Specific teacher's role can be programme.d into the series.

~ . v

FUTURE ACTIVITIZS PLANIED J i - .

.

The last half of Ehe fifth season will be edited in February.

v

gener

cuss the sixth Leason.

Writer and

N 14

al staff meetings beginning on the first of February will be held to dis-
. -3
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PUBLIC AFTAIRS

.MAJOR ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISILINTS

v

Sesame Street embarked upon its sgventh season with curriculum and production

’
v

,innovations that include its first outdoor-based programs (in the Rocky Mountainé),
experimental programming for mertally retarded children and educational contri-

butions to the nation's bicentennial.

The Electric Company cntered its fifth season in this period and Public

Affairs completed a press package and a five year historical suuwnary of the

-

project and distributgd it to television and education editors and writers.

.

The division also created and distriluted to public television stations -a’set of

- 4

photographs of their use in bringing the 1975-76 Electric Company season to the

attention of educators, children and parents.

public Affairs crcated and distributed a “"photo album" describing the first

>

location videotaping of Sesame Street, as told through the eyes of Big Bird. This

featured tl cast visit amonqg Spanish-speaking Americans and Indians in New Mexico
‘ %
A press package describing the new season's ex.periments was also prepared

and distributed to television and education editors and writers plus public

broadcasting stations. Screenings were conducted for television and education

. ~

writers in several cities and interviews arranged with the appropriate production

and research personnel.

Public Affairs disseminated information about Secame Street™s bicentennial=
related episodes linking the program to official activities of the Amcrican Issue

Forum (the only nationwide treatment of Licentennial themes devoted strictly to

-

preschoolers) .

-
~ .

| \ )

. f o~




SIGUIRICAHNT

EVEITS Ao DIRDINGS

U

A major new erperiment 1S

”»

mentally retarded children shov

.with the research, production and community educat

of a story about the experimen

. tribution of a similar story in the gene

.
.

illustrate the new curriculum.

Sesame Street's visit to New Mexico

-

with Spanish-speaking hmerican
Indian singex-composcr,
affairs

well as numerous Indian publications.

The description of the new @

and coverage.

public Affairs also assisted -the

and printing requirepents for a test bhook, and began

a newsletter that will report on xe
the rescarch and advisory staff on respo:

interested in learning more

3 ~ streot byithe Educational Testing Service.

PRV Ry S

¥

c"‘.

oo i o

the production and research of mat

m each week this season.

Foundation in calling attention to this new c
t to specialized educational publications,

ral press package, and photography to

s and American Indians.
alco joined the reqular hosts
distributed photographs and a story ab
xperiments resulted in widesprea
Reccarch Division in the graphic' des

search findings at CIW.

about a critical s

y

erials for

T

’

public Afféirs worked

ion divisions apd the Xennedy

urriculum, including distribution

dis-

.

resulted in its first Jocation interacticn

Buffy St. Marie, the

o

this season and Public

P

out her to the general press as

d commentary

ign
working with that unit on

Tt also worked with

ding to educators and journalists

tudy of carlier studies of Sesame

s
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The Cormmunity Education

sponsibility of reaching o1
of Sesare Street and The
formal and informal settings.

highlights of CES activitiecs

period.

GHT I\vf

cecare Strect has ewuar

to teach mentally

-

The tarcet audience con

large extent o the

genncdy Foundation

<

cognitive skills added.

‘

coordinatin
many possible applications

learning reinforcements act

In the western r09101,

]

gpecial education v

v

for the dxstrxbutlon

! .

point

conce.rned with mentally ret

ERI

r
Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

services Division (CES) is char

Electric Com

retarded youngsters.

to reach the country's estim

sistc of childcen whos
t

that of a three to five year old.

wparilies pPlay to Gxo

and include physic

The Community Education Servi

g a natlonu1de effort to alert

.5 of these progragms and encouraging

sithin schools

ged witl the’

t to 1v1t1ate activities leading to the use

»

pany as a supplemental resource in

The folloving descriptions are selected

during the October through December, 1975

ned upon e\pcrlmental programming designed '

hls new dircction is an effort

ated six million mentally retarded younésters.

e mental age approximate's
|

The special segments are based to a

w" program of the Joseph P.
al activities with sone simple
ices Division is

parents and teachars to Fhe

post-viewing

-
~

ivities.

g focuscd upon contacting the directors of

CE

&)
systems and utilizing them as 2 focal.

.

parents and agencies

al to teachers,
1)

of materi

tarded chlldr n.

16
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i valley Instructioral melevision Association

'
i

. . L1 .
The following schncl and school related organlzﬁtlons areg coop%xating

\ch CCs in this cEfort: ‘,_§ -
Los Angeles Unified school Distriet ﬁ
Los Angeles Country SChéols i %
0

Compton Public.$chools. | " \ vé

.San Diego Public Schools
California State Dqsartment of Education \

. Los Angeles County Department of pParks and Recreation
A
california State Federaﬁi@g\of Council for S3ception Children

California nosociation for the Retarded
w .
ramanto

Qe
th

1]

st

O

»

KQED - TV of San grancisco

FTa
e e

L

Honolulu School District

KCDs - TV of Seattle

P
-
<

Sseattle Public Schools
‘Yakima Public Schools ‘ i .
$pokane Public Schools . !
Olympia Public Schools ' s
Tuscon Public Schools | .

' Las Vegas Public Schools ~ . o

, : J co
Through thcse contacts and the dissemination oﬁ‘material to parents;
a

teachers and othecs the CES Pegional Coordinator ié Puilding an audience
.'ts

for Lhe cxperimental programming for mentally rctayded children. Fofiowing
e o

PR | .
this period of alerting and informing concerned indiv¥iduals and organizations,

the CES Coordimator will engage in a series of woxrXshbps explaining the
: g

goals of the curriculum and suggested nethods of reinforeing the content

v, .

of the broadcast in the post-viewing situatigns. The activities con-
e "i . v

%

ducted by the Chi Coordinator in the wcsﬁégy regioh are illustrative of

» ¢ )
the efforts of Chis staff in other arcasof thi‘countty.
v . .

. : . 17 ¢

> P
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The Comunity Lducation Services Division in cooperation with the

-

an experimental post secondary

.
IR ¢ ) T

k

Universidad Boricua of Washington, D.C.,

tltutlon designed to serve people .of a Hispanic origin, conducted a

A

ten week course for students,.parents, teachers and others worklng thh

.

|
!
{ young Spanish gpeaking children. This pilot preject used Sesame Street

o demonstrate the use of television as a sup-

a—

and The Electric Company t
plementary educational resource, £or Spanish speaking children. The
curriculum included units on:

An Understanding of Television

Educational TV as a Learning Resource

Parent Involvament in Using TV as a Learning Resource

The Local Spanish Speaking Community and Early childhood Education

Using Sesame Strect and The Electric Company in the Home or in Day _

€are Centers

-

- Reinforcement Aggivities with Children
: 2

The course was'structuredqtq'provide a mix of classroom lectures,

1]
dlscuSSLOno and practical

I3

"hands on" experience working with children.

the entthla stic regponve to this pr03ect, it is anticipated rhat

.

Due to

. the Universidad Boricua will repeat the ‘course and conduct a 51m11a1
! ’ 1

.project through its affiliate in New York.

The Community Education Services staff in cooperation with the

Massachugetts Edppatiénal Television Authority initiated the development ,

.

of a reading tomic strip to complement the basic reading skills taught

on The Elecctric Company. The reading comic strip will appear in the sunday

comic section of the Boston Glohe for thirty consecutive weeks, beginning

in the ¢arly part of Decenber lﬁ75. The sirip is_dcsigncd to motivate

® . L
{ children to learn basic reading ¢kills through a high interest comic strip .

.

neast of children set in Boston

ubjnq-The Electric Codipany characters and a

[ERJ!:‘ and gurrounding locales" . ],8
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The priwary erphacis is vpon actively involvirg thg children; parent

participation that is encouraged khrough a brief weekly section of °
teaching tips for parents.
The staff menbers in conjunction with the Burcau of Indian Affairs

Schools serving the Choctaw.tribe in Philadelphia, MissisSlppi'developed

a project utilizing Sesane Street and The Electric Company. Vorkshops

-

were corducted for the pre-school staff and the K-3 staff. Both staffs

have enthusiastically adopted the use of CIW productions as supplementary
resources. The programs will be viewed on & daily basis by approximately
50 precchoolers and 200 K-3 students. .In the ¥.-3 classrooms space has
been set aside as an Elcctric Company activity area. "As a follow up to

this projcct, CES8 is conducting exploratory discussions with the tribal,

chief about the use oL The Clectric Company as a resource for Ffunctionally

- [y

jlliteratc adult tribe members. )

Another element of the CES outreach to Kative Americans, g a two

- - ¢
day wockshop conducted for Indian ECducation Training, Inc., in Al-
. . o

3 ~ ’ d ’
. . . . . . 14 .
burquergie, Hew 'exico. Indian Education Training, Inc., 1s & non-profit
L ]

oryaninzation set up to provide educational services and information to
. +
Indiam parént groups, Indian educators, teachers, school administrators,

and tribal organizations. The participants in workshops vere trainers

i
.

employed by Indian Education. The trainers provided,services to ihe
Navalioes ahd Pueblos in Arizona and Ney Mexico and other triﬂé; in thg -
Southwesi. The objective of the workshop was £ equip them with the
information and ckills nececsary to train other groups, in the use of

. . ) ;
CTW productions as supplcmenyary resources,

The staff members of the California office has developed a project

with the State Motor Vehicle Bureau. The bureau provides child care

L
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services for ewnloyces with preschool children. tn order to broaden the
edécationaleptions available to the preschoolers, CES islpromoting ihe
use of Seccame étrect as a supplcmcntary reoource with the staff éf the
csacrarento Child Care Center. Tt is anticipated that this center will

cerve as a pilot site for the other centers on the Motor vehicle Bureau.

1

The Cofuunity Edvcation cervices Division and members of the School

.

‘Voluntecr sexrvice (SvS), cerducted two workshops for a total of three
hurdyred parents in low vork City. The onjective of the workshops was

to denmnctrate simple inewpensive activities that could be carried on at

home, to reinforce the educa¢%onal goals of CTW productions. These -
workshops grew out of a two gay training cession, conducted -for SVS staff .-

‘

in the Ffirst quarter. The CES Regional Coordinator and national staff,
as indiecated in the foregoing highlights of their activities continue to

be the nmajor technical resource fox cTy to reacn out directly to teachers,

.

arents and others involved in the education of preschoclers and youn
P “

>
-

children in formal and infovmal settings.

N

o

DTSSF)I':E_TLF)TIOI? ACTTVITIES ,

et oo e

.
<

puring the October through December 1975 .period, CES staff dis-

. . 4 . r .
simated information about CIW at conferences and exhibits with the .

following agencies and ingtitutions interested in the range of services'
providdd by CES:

conferences of the Association of Puerto Rican School Workers (NYC) .

. Action for Children's relevision Fifth Wational gymposium on .
Children and Television (Atlanta, Georgié?

Confereance of the North Carolina Associatibn for the Education of
Young Children. (Winston Salei, Noxth Carolina)

State Convention of the Texas IFoster Parent Association (Dallas, Teras)
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Conference of the Intercultural Development Rcseagch nssociation
Children and Youth in Texas

on the State of Educagion for Black
(Dallas, Texas)

south Alabama State rair (Montgomery, Alabama)

T '. ! ] ] ] .
Governor's Conference on Education (Jackson, Mississippi)

—

conference of the Alabama Federation of the Council for Ex-

ceptional Children (Montgomery, Alabama)

\

convention—of the Arkansas

confercnce of the
ceptional Children (Ssan Diego, California)@

California Junior State Convention (Los Angeles,

STAFF UTILIZAT 10N

puring the period of October through Deccmber 1975, no new hires

oxr terminations were done.

Association of. Teachers. (Little Rock, Ark.)

california Federation of the Council for Ex-

»
california)
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FINANCIAL STATUS RERCRT

3. NAME ANZ ASDRESS OF GRANTEZE ORGAMIZATION 4. EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO IS. GRANTEE ACCOUNT NO. OR
IDENTIFYING NO

Childrsn's Television Workshop 13-2655731 : S.S/TEC/76

One Lirzcln Plaza
New York, New York 10023 8. PROJECT PERIOD (Month, Day, Ycal) -
- FROM | 1 | | v 6 T 30 | 76

- PROGRAMS « FUNCTIONS » ACTIVITIE

10. STATLS CF FUNDS
' (1) (2) (3) I ’

Sesame Street The Electric Col

s. Total outlays previously

" reported $1,744,700 $2,908.900
b. Total program outlays thas 4
period 740,700 586,300

c. LESS: . -

.
Program ncome credits - . - i

d. Net T ta thi , d
et progra outlnys This peno 740,700 . 586,300 L

e. Total program outlays to date

2,485,400 - 3,495,200
f. LESS, Noa-Federal share of 3

program catiays

~

g Total Federa] share of programs

outlays

] ]
h. Total unpai1d obhyations s ’ *

i. LESS Noa-Federal shore of : 3
unp@id odligations L
. tedecat-sa ol uhpaid . N
obligations ) .

k. Total Federal sharce of outlays
and unpa:d sdhigations .

.
\ ’
|

1. Total Federal funds authorized

m. Unobligated balance of to B
Federal funds R .
11, INDIRECT EXPENSE s TYPE OF RATE (Mark box) 12. REMARKS (Attach sdditional sheats 1 necessaly)

% (T}PROVISIONAL () rinaL - * To be determined.

(CJPrReEDE TERMINED [f]rnxe/o “
b. RATE c. BASE L .

a®
'

d. TOTAL AMOUNT s. FEDERAL SHARE '

HFW.ANMT .
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2. FEDERAL GRANT NO.OR OTHER IDENTIFYING NO.
Pending .
6. FINAL REPORT 7. BASIS OF REPORT’
CJves Ccasn
g I1no K] ACCRUED EXPENDITURES
9. REPORT PERIOD (Month. Day, Year * .
Frow] 20 | L ] 75 | vo | 12 | 31 ] 75
s Al
(6) )
TOTAL
$4,653,600 ,
{
1,327,000 .
5,980,600
580,600
¢ L
: 5,400,000
12
' )
E .
. 5,400,00
F _
’ o
13. Certification « } certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief this report 13 carrect and
complete and thar all outlays and unpaid obligations are for the purpose set forth in the
grant oward-documents, B
NAME, TITLE TELEPHONE
e Y CJE. Harnett AREA COOE [NUMBER EXT.
- . -
Director of Acceunting 212 595-3456 520
SIGNATY F OfyAUTHORI ED OFFICIAL 7 DATE REPORT IS SUBMITTED ‘
4
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ERIC | a a S

s s - \ *




N ~_ x_”wg.mmw At rd o § 3 eu vty v ounaf
r XM A D_ _“_“.M:.h - sd1n s are 1Y st Lu..uh
PO RN Rt iebi b e
ONWT ¥ [ ey b CtAud —eprviol g ot ~3tg
! RRA Ve ey M B ] Sy
PiHoO 4 U A P M
uouw<_ L .\_“.....n. | P T . R
\ / & Myl E\w Syt
/ LA L\s 7 i
— vt e y i =2
WL Le Qe Wik WiNer ) O SIG0] . oL
R sTila|Mm|o]uls) V, )
z e
\c\E Ml 3lo|x|A /a A\ SONIIVIWV FH S:LVH,
7
AR 7 TR
w Alalalxldlele|uls|w x|4|d]|z ) M; 7\
. oyl oo lwleluls|dfu dJlelt]o S PR ~
Wi (bjalz|xulsjelu|s|alp]|D REIRIE g _,N..r..\. \
e T E N
NIEI =i QUL Y g 4 .
. sy \ dasys ﬁ Z uls|o .
ol ( s1eays ﬁ\;zz, 7 J« s|1im
O &2 .
) 7N &/ A

Noolweys |meus [TET oodweys

o

. (‘adays ajzznd ey; ie %007 JUIH) L1t S 1BUM
apzznd eyl uj PIOM BIIXD UB UBPPIY BA9M

‘NOA 10} 161019
* pUNO} 8A9M 3 ulAOp JO «— S$SOJIOE pEedl
$PIOA) LwoUl puy nak ued Ys yimm wbaq
ajzznd siyy uy %C_E GL |8 JO Soweu Byl

e Cdilig 1o dn edeys

L

e it - e e e —— J———

T !Mﬂ#‘nl-A’—

- -~ - ‘q i S TAR MaJ%_RJn n_.;l.m.“,a T
- s / ; . e N N N - N L R A

L LYRBERTAEEE] ) W NI TR e s R e T e
—mro %lﬁ ﬂb = ,,o.:.eH:.lJ.u(P.—.l.._h WM/A.&_...._ ._fvlﬂélvxw ;,,..r\ . _ L 4 " h.: moe Wy ' ‘mrtmr.v

A)
y ° < . el . )
PR VLA AN (R AP0 TP [\ N - Y W N
——— .~
' g

. ~e T e
- DA

[
‘ s . - t‘
.
.

-




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- rTS Toww, A

THE NEW-YORK TIMES, TUESDAY. DECEAER’?TIWS

TV: ‘Sesame Street’ Takes Some New Directions

Bicentennial Themes
and Visits Are Used

By JOHN J. O'CONNOR
. Dodging the slings and ar-
rows of suspicion automat-
ically attracted by success,
public television's ‘‘Sesame
Street” has raised-about $3-
million for still another new
season. The seventh season,
which began yesterday, will
add 130 hour-long video-
taped segments to the series
designed for preschonl chil-
dren. The piograms will be
broadcast weekdays, usually
i both momings and after-
noons, for 26 weeks.

After getting past the al-
phabet z2nd basic numbhers,
phere does a children’s
series po for variety? Tius
season “Sesame Stieet” ven-
tures forth in three now di-
rections. And the results are
mixed.

Onc Innovation, which be-

s today, will attempigto
relate Bicentennial themes
to occasional segments A
tiedn with the American Is-
sues Yorum wall be used to
cxplorc nine subjects during
the  current year. However,
ticsins  with the American
Jssues Torum can be tricky,

as WNXLET/13's “Our Story":

series has discovered. The

“lessons” tend to be as la-

bored and about as valuahie
as those comic-book draw-

mgs stuffed with not-so-
hidden images and refer-
.ences.

o]

The *“Sesame Strcet” ap-
precach is harmless enough, a
sort of children’s version of
the musical “Of Thee I\Qing."

day’s episode, Big gnrd

r President, proposing
he White House into

cantule without fear of con-
tradictjon. But, as he is re-
y-one of his con-
YThis\pation is not

- stituents,
up- \of birds."

just mad
Lesson deliviged,*

At the end this month,
from Dec. 22 to 26, the series
will leave the studio borders
of Sesame Street lo visit a

Chicano family in the Rio
Grande Valley of New Mexico.
Using the real-ife Romo
fanuly as the family of Lus,
one of the regular series char-
acters, the five episodes are
filmed on location. Jon Stone,
executive producer,. behieves
that .“by presenting children
in the Settings where they
live, we add realism and dra-
matic impact to our goal of
teaching about different cul-
tures.”

Perhaps, but the “Sesame
Street” format also gets a
healthy injection of badly
needed variety. The switch
to a rural setting opens the
way for introducing new
characters and situations.
Gordon learns how to miilk
a cow: Big Bird make new
friends in a chicken coop.
The Spanish-speaking famly
and the Amencan Southwest
are used most attractively.

One of these shows fea-
tures a trip to an Indian
pucblo. The guide is the
singer Buffy Sainte-Marie,
who has composed several

songs for-the program. The
trip and brief tour of Indian
music and lansuage are han-
dled with skill and imagina-
tion. Miss Sainte-Marie wiil
appear as a guest on other
programs during this season,
and “Sesame Street” 1s al-
ready planming to take fur-
ther trips out of the studio.
It should. This one works
beautifully.

The third major new ele-
ment 1n the series this season
is one on which the pro-
ducers-are “moving very cau-
tiously.” This is a collection
of special segments, to be
presented eaeh Wednesday
during the first 20 minutes
of the Ppragram, aimed at
children with learning dis-

abilities. Based largely on re-,

scargh developed by the Jos-
eph P. Kennedy Foundation,
the seements include physical
activitics mixed with ‘some
simple cognitive skills,
There is no question that
such efforts are laudable for
television. With a target

Special Segments Set
. for the Retarded

- —
i

audience of youngsters whose
mental ages approximate 3
to 5 cyears old, “Sesame’
Street” is attempting to
reach the country's six niil-
lion mentally retarded chil-
dren, for whom no .spcmal
TV programming has been
designed so far. Using handi-
capped children, the segments
are limited to simple exer-
cises, with a mmimum of
background elutter.

Two prebiems, though, are
immediately apparent. At
home, such children will need
the participation of a parent.
And it is still difficult to
anticipate how the normal
viewer will react to the in-
clusion of the special ma-
terfal. Only, time and the
enormous research connected
with any “Sesame Strect”
project will tell. Meantime,
any work i this sensitive
area demands encouragement.

’
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Washinglon — Big Bird
runs for President on a
platform of “birdseed for

everybady” and kisses for 'l

all bahies. But when (he

portly ybu{)lw fow] wing the

election, and learns that

people expechhifn to solve
« their probiemy, and not
Just go rollerskating, he s
(1sibly shaken, X

oy mcan,” he Nsays.

“1 g\k do amhink |

wanl toNesven if 1'mn Q
top?” ..

o This lessan for Presi-

dents as_well as children

‘*Is meluded in the cecond

cpisode of the seventh

year of “Secame Street,”

NL T The aseent. of “Bird s

\ one of several features on

. Bicenlenmal themes arlded

) to this'year’s show. There

will be other new ofe-

ments. For the first ‘time,

the cast will Jeave myth-

S x

/1" A
S CGVCriLe

ie2] Sesame Street and Int
the road. Five shows were
taped in rural New Mexico
and will be shown the N
week of Dee. 2226,
ml so we had Big Bird
on the back of 2
lruck with Oscar

| nearby in his
while cveiv-

picku
the Gro
garba

cow. .
on \‘/cdncs~, '

days, will \
sAures peabed
disabled”
addition. *
. ing progr:
the broarl

specint foa.
“Jrarning-

asts arey being

started M two 'Pexas

prisons, where volunteer

mmtes w.il tulor cinldien -
of other inmales. and mn

an - Arkansas  workshop

“where English will he

laught lo young Vielna-

mesc refugees.
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I'he cast of The Ele

10 the new scason” that premie
week: (left to right) Jim Boyd as
NMorpan Freeman as Lasy Reader;

as Valerie the Librarian;
as Pandora the Brat; Skip

v Dootots; Rita Moreno
as Jenmfer of the Juy
Spidenr Many,

o

ERI

r
Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

-

Hinuant as fargo North,

ctric Company 1S shown en route -~

red Monday of this
3. Avthur Crani;
Phattic Winston
Luis Avitlos as Dr.

Dypdoder; Judy Graubart
“and Doanny Sespren as

S NEY AT . DN
- h ( } &;:) a3 i ad !
. \erd ¢ N g £
“The Elec'ric Com ;11‘1 - ; ) ] - — | .
o has retumed 1o W}\'AR-T;\T', (‘yh which is entering its fifth sea- C ) 0
23, Macligan State Umvorsu).té, son on the air There's a new ’ ,
public television station, Mon- short Circus (the teen rock h |
day thiough | ndav o 11 a m. gj.mup). mncreased audience n-
il 2 repeat :nf 5 wpm. and volvetnent and adventures and
Caturdays al 9 am and 1 shits more adaptadle to class o
am \ ) 'room use. A new character has -
The return of this populi een radded = Spiderman, > M
w2 Cravan, a - ‘A AL,
senies from the (hl'dl’(-::'ﬁl TE'I- :j“:m(: n(,’(’k supet hero He THE STA'TE ]OURN
("\I‘:l'ull ;V(;l hohop 15 a direct \‘l’(.\'*l(lrlglglak onl the l)(rjoftrzln) S0 LANSING, MICH.
esult of public contrbutions N ve to 1cud what he
to viever supported  Ch, ,23' 15 sy g or thinkmgin the bal- B P B2.420 SUM. B30
thieugh the non-profit organt- loans over s heawd, much the
ration,  People  for Public v;m' they: would tead his
Broudiasting. During, pPRrs 1 OUENS i a comtc book -6t 9Ty 1075 /7,‘;4/” M
March fund tiosmgp drive, con- I . 7 T
thulorsw e ashed o specdy ..\(‘31 with these ch:m;:(:s. !
i they wantcd thn donatiore ”u‘ il of the series remams ¢
to po toward acqyedtion of this he same The najor emphasiy ¢ ¥
ot The e ‘;ﬁ),“" punerated ISP sjllll the teackmg of basie )
mich supymt (- 1 both dol t' ading shills o second
1y and enttasism — that throvgh fourth graders s
h 24 made the purch.ls‘(' of
US program o high poorty
fur the Mo 16 stason ; ; -
Viewers fanuhiar with the
sepes willh notice, a few NAFLES
chanpes it the reading series, . “ ‘ NEWS ‘ FLA‘
. "" :
. D. 10,504 sur, 11,000
: 075
. 00T 19 1% _ &4
L] \ r‘ ’
) . . ,) - t
. M . . i"A
cF T S /\ﬁ-
. ' Sl e .
) e s wrUREREL G e e
o .‘ \ ) . i Fr SN . - .y
PV A act ty PP A T PSR B ~ .~ f e s }
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. B & I A R e St isis i ) |
: h"“u [l'&;‘/’h A L?\'-J L This is just a sample of the many characters played
by the repertory cast within The Electric Company °
ament as a venicle for

format, which uses enterta
teaching important reading skills. ‘The half-houl
propram, produeed by the Children’s Television
Workshop, - is scen twice each day and again on
weekends on mast of the 236 mewnber stations of PBS

+  {Public Broadcasting Service). e

Locatly The Elcetric Company can be seen Mon-
day-Friday at 9740 am and 5:30 pm and Saturday at
9am and 11 am CRC2)(G2) C .
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! The involvement of kids 1n the reading
lessons of “The Electric Company.” TV's
scclaimed reading series. takes on added
cunportance i the 1975-76 season as Is
+twen rock group the ~Short Circus.” with
-new members and new sounds. plays a
-iew central role in encouraging in-school
2 ind at-home vicwers te get turned on to
_+vading
\l»0 to he scen in the series’ fifth sea-
*.om, which opens iodas will be soine gen-
<ine grade school pupils takig part in a
» - wmber of tcaching sequences and a
*more rcudebie’ Spider-Men nelting a
vhode <rop of new arch-villains
_ The Fanmy award-winning series. prod-
aced hv the Children’s Television Work-
Cshop opens its <cason on WMUL-TV. Chan-
-nel 33 and WSWR-TV, Channel 9 Most of
. the inember stations air the half-hour pro-
seram twice daily. once during school
< hwts for clisstoom use and once m late
« afternoan for home-viewing and reinforce-
et
. Woild-wide The Electric Company is
< having an increasing impact, Great Brit-
.\ this year became the 17th Enghish
caking nation to adopt the series. To the
. e«
CHALLESTON W, VA

LY
R, 53,000

rw 2,
15 A
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The TV

S THOUGHS. Justice triumphs on 'The Electrie Conpany,” as
-Man. the pupular cumsc hook hero who now appears on the V'V read-

¥ jries, nets a yilkan named "Sandman’’ (Lws Avalos ) and sharcs his re-
EMC willi viewers through a “thought baloon."

1 [+
Jicture

TV Editor Ron Hutchison

‘Electric Company’ Opens Season

general approval of British leachers and
the press. the British Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (BBC} aired a number of Elecrlie
Company programs in an experiment for
the benefit of 10 -to 16-ycar-old problem
readers

In the United States the series has had a
measurable impaet on 1ts target audience

.of 7- to 10-vear olds according to a two
vear study by the Educational Testing Ser-
vice of Princeton. N J The second part of
the study., conducted in The Electrie Com-
panv s second season, revealed that many
of the reading skills acquited by youngs-
ters in thewr first year of viewng were still
appaient a year later.

A recently reached aareement between
PBS and CTW provides for the awing of
The Electric Company through the 1980-81
broadeast season According to David D
Connell. CTW wvice president for progduc-
tion. the arrangement calls for two years
of new production follov.ed by four years
of alteinate repeats of these shows Re-
search and ontreach activities related to
the sers. s will be continued throngh ali six
vears and research findings at the end of
that period -will deterimne the future of
the series.

Spidey-Man, who debuted on the sertes
fast »ear and quickly becaine a viewer fa-
vurite, will be “more readable” in the
fifth <cason. ¥From the start the super-hero
has only communicated Urough comse

book-Ithe speech and thought balloons tiat .

ence age viewers to read Spider-Man's
sim* ¢ sentences tn order to follow M.

aciluis,
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JUSTICE TRIUMPHS--Spider — Man, the popular comic
book hero who now appears on {he TV reading series,
“Eleciric Company,” nets a villain named “Sandman’’
(Lovis Avalos) and shaFes his results with viewers through a
‘lnouglp balloon.’ The series in its fifth season airs in the
daylirfie at 5:30 p.m. over WMHT. -
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o1 “The Ilectyi Come

pany,” as Spicar Man, the popular comic b
* who now appears on the TV reacing serizs, nete a
villain named “Sandman” (Lws Avalos) snd

.:s'hares his results with viewer
. “thoughbt balloon.

viewers the oppor

s w s through a
}_{xs thought balloons give
lunity to%follow the action for

an enjoyable reading experience. In the series’

[ifth scason ptmicring Mond

ay at 3:30 pan, on

Chmmol_ 42, the balloons will grow larzer on the
screen in order to give the slowest readers the
chance they heed to read what Spider Man, who

is played by Danny Seagren, is saying!
. y) ! % i "
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Buffy St. Marie is (. king “Sesame Street’’
to the Indians and a prominent Indian,
hersclf, to Sesame Street.

Tae versatile minstrel, arrn»d with a
mouth bow, original songs anc a mission to
present the “‘Indian reality’ tc a nationwide
television viewing audience of young
children, leads Big Bird and other Sesame
Street characters to the 660-year-old Indian
pueblo near Taos, N.M. this season.

Buffy plays a key role in two “firsts’’ for
Sesame Street during 1975-76: the first
crreation of programs on location and thé
first preseptation of Indian culture on the
‘‘street’’ portions of the show.

Buffy’s Sesame Street methed is at cnce

. simple and complex; she composes and

sings music that combines Indian rhythm
and English lyries. “I want to get an Indian
feeling,” she explains, ‘‘and at the same
time I still want to be understandable to all
children'who watch Sesame Streét.”

A scene: Buffy -alongside a mountain
stream with Sesame Street’s Maria (Sonia
Aionzano) and a dozen Tewa Indian children.
She teaches them her new composition, “I'm
An'Indian and I'm Real.” They are clapping
aSouthwest Indign rhythm but the words are
in English.

s are special and
unique in many beautitul ways but are
human like evegyone eclse. So the trick is to
combine the two realities on a child’s level.
These kids at the Taos Pueblo are real In-

dians and real children so they help to make’

"it easier.”

A critic once descnbed Buffy as ‘“‘an
abomgmal original blessed with a rare
ommand of the powers that communicate.
Cler compositions and songs for Sesame

treet demonstrate that she wants to com-
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““The problem in many places is that kids
have only heard of Indians in stories, and for N
them to see Indians and Indian children in
their own homes on television establishes
very gently the Indian reality. I want to
reach all children and that’s why I chese to
combine Indian feeling with English lyrics.”

Ms. St. Marie and executive producer
Stone began talking early in 1975 about how
Sesamé€ Street, which is seen by an
estimated nine million youngsters, could
best approach its first presentation of native
American Indians. They agreed that the
programming should convey a sense of
feeling about Indians to non-Indian viewers-
that would be understood and appreciated by
both groups of youngsters.

Ms" St. Marie, who devotes much of her
time to correcting perjurious stereotypes
about American Indians, describes her
presence on Sesame Street as one effort to
illustrate the uniqueness of Indians and the
fact that they are human like everybody
else. She says: “I'm trying to do this gap
bridging which is essential to American
contemporary life, to buildy mutual un-
derstanding on the level of charm.”

She is back in a New Yorl;/TV studio with
her guitar, her mouth bow —= and her charm. ]
Instead of singing with Indian children in
their homes, she” is demonstrating Indian
music and culture to the kids on Sesame
Street — and playing “Buffy” as a JOgular .
guest host op the program.

.She’s making new friends there, too, in- -
cludmg the Muppets. One of them, the
compulsive enumerator Count von .Count,
helps solve the Cree number problem posed
in New Mexico. The Count stopped counting
at five, avoiding numbers of more than two
syllables in the xjetjetl’angua"ge. So on Sesame

2. 28 &
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Special to The Times

NEW YORK — The inyolvement of
youngsfers in the reading lessons of
3The Electric Company.’ {'ablic TVis
popular reading series. lakes on added
importance in the 1975-76 season as #s
teen rock group. ''The Short Circus.”
with new members and new sounds,
plays a key role, in encouraging in-
school and at-home viewers “to get
turned on to reading.”

Also to be secn in the fifth season,
opeming Monday are some genuine
grade school pupil§ taking part in a
number of teaching seqeerces and a
*more readable” Spider-3an netting a
whole crop of new arch-villians

The Emmy-dward winnmng series 1S
produced by Lhe Lmildren s Lelevision
Workshen (CTW?. Most of 236-member
public stations including Chs 24 and 2
air the half-hour program
twice daily, once during schuol Lours for
classruuni use and once in late after-
noon for home-viewing and rein-
forcement )

World-wide,” “The Electric Com-
panv'’ 1s having an increasing impact.

Great Britain this year became the

Enghsh speaking nation to adopt
series.

The general appreval of British
teachers and the press. the Btitish
Broadcasting Corpotation ¢tBBC) aired
a number of *'Electric Company™
progiams In an expeérimept for the
benefit of 10- to 16-year-old problem
.readers. The experiment will be
repeated next year

In the US the series has had a
measurable mpact on 1ts target
audiense of seven- to 10-year-olds ac-
cording to a two year study by the
Educational Testing Service of
Princeton, N.J.

The second part of the study, con-
ducted in *“The Electric Company's se-
cond season, revealed that many of the
reading skills acquired by youngsters
in-their first year of viewfnghwvere still
apparcn! a year later.

A recently reached agreemcnti
between Public TV network and CTW
proviucs for the ainng of ' The Elect icl
Company" through the 1930-81 broad-i
cast season.

According to David D. Connell, CT\Y’
vice president for production, the’
arrangement calls for two years of new

Q@ ion followed by four years of

E KCe repzats of tiese shows.

ammmemirch  and outreach  activities,

o | Larger

——— e .

3

relater to the series wiil be continued
throu,h all si., years and research fin-
dings at the end of that period will
determine the future of the series.
"The Eiectyic Company” research
staff is evalua tng all materials preduc:
ed In prevwi, seasons in order to in-
clude the mo;t effective elements in
the 260 programs created for airing
during the ne:s;t six years
Spider-Man, who detuted on the
serics last veur and quickly became a
viewer faverite. will be ‘‘more
readable’’ in ,he fifta season.

Frorf the stiirt the super-h2ro has only
communication threugh comic book-
like speech snd lhoaght belloons that
encoutage v.ewers lo read Spider-
Man's sunpl; sentences in order (o
follow his aq tons o

Tn on experiment this season the
balloon. will gxpand to occup, most of
the screen agd become more readable
and then dissplve back to the action

“What we're doing,” said Andrew B.
Ferguson Jr , the series’ produeer, "is
giving the kds at home and n the
classroom evy'ry chance to gel involved
with reading put words and sentences,
Tn the case of , ie expanding balloons the
balloons blozk out potentially dis-
tracting elements so the viewers get a
pure reading 2xpericnce. The complex-
ity of the prigt used 15 of course geared
to the slow rgaders who are the core of
our target auihence. g

The new *short Circus” is like the
old "Short Cjrcus™ in number only —
five membags;— but four of the
voungsters are’new this year and new
too 1s the yroup’s central role in
nrotwvating viewers to acquire reading
skills i

4

“Qur studi;s have shown us,” said
Dr. Vivian Roraer. series director of
research, “that viewers can become
actively invo]ved in the program — ac-

— e e s e e

role for youth

."into the reading process.”

tually work out reading elements on
paper and in their heads — through par-
ticipatory activities as long as we have
bejievable kids on the screen laking
part In other words kids relate best to
kids and the ‘Short Circus’ will reflect
this in season five. They will also act ag
a youthful bridge between young
viewers and the series’ adult cast
members.

P

““The types of inaterial the kids will
be doing,”” Dr. Horner continued, *‘will
reflect recognition of the fact that the
series 15 used extensively in the
nation’s elementary schools. ‘The Short
Circus’ members will be modeling
more behavior, frequently in games and
other activities familiar to viewers but
provided with a twist that draws them

Ghe Turtford Times
HARTFORD, CONN.
D, 123,376 SUN. 122,857

“The Electric Company's” regular
adult cast memibers include Oscar-and
Tony-winner Rita Moreno, familiar to
“Electric Company” views as Pan-'
dora (the brat), the movie director and
the “Hey You.Guys!"' shouting Millie-
the-Helper,, Hattie Winston, who was
last season in the new role of Valerie the
Iabrarian (girl friend of Easy Reader)
and who continues The Fox; Morgan
Freeman, who has played the word-
loving L.asy Reader stnce the show first
started (along with many other roles):
and Luis Avalos. who sets modern
medicine back centyries as the Dr.
Doolots and horticulture back an equal
time span_as Pedro of “Pedro's Plant
Place.” , e
N * i
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