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- ) tests admwtereatomcouegemsh-enmseptenber 1975, Where
L appropriate, conparlsoﬁs areia.de between 1975 studente"d students. ' o
o in previous years as well _as congartsons with students entering the ’ '
other undergraduate divlsions of - Hofstra University. '

- LT
’ . r

. PROCEDURE . . - . ¢
. . * . -

“ "I%irty one of the 32 entéring freshmen weresadministered two assess- ‘ : ~_," L
, lenf. instruments. The data collected from ‘these instruments as well . Y '
_ ** as information found in the student ajuissions folders were used m 0 _
7 this report. It should be emphasized that the entrance' test @ata is ..

not part of the student's offictal record and is usedl for research o
\, v ) .
purposes ‘only. LT

+ Cd

Instruments L o ) P T i .
e .. The two assessment instruments adainistered weres - . t
. " - - N ' ! '
. s * * v . e
. " American Council on Education (ACE) questionnaire: This is a nationally . .

- normed que.stionnaire_ administered to hmen aX numerous colleges afl
_universities throughout.ihe Uhited States. It codeists of demographic, . .
attitude and mting 1tels. \ ' .

-
[} . - - v

. : Omibus Persona.litx Inventog -(OPI[: This 1mrentory was developéd by - ;

- Heist and Yonge (1968) t0 assess particular attitudes and values which

- are ‘relevant. in tbe areas-of ego-ﬁmetioiﬁ.ng and inteIlectual- a.ispositlon. i

'mere are fonrteen individual scales amd one 'composite score entitlfed

o S Int@llegtm% Biaposition Gategory . The 1DC z'epresents six soales '
. murlns mective thought interest :Ih ana.lvtical and utistie

e a B -~ ‘i . e
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a.ctivities, need for mdependena apd organiza,tion Qf j;hought processes. ot
This test isia’ mea.sure of intellectual stlye rather ;tlnn aptitude or

o .1’ . ‘ .
o achievenent. ‘ - : “ . , N .

-
) R . - [ - »
. . . 4

L e Previo}xsly, the C-2 Reading test has also been administered to entering
freshmen. -However, it has been found that o;réf tﬁe pa.st few yea.rs the -
‘c-2 apparently hqg\pot been an effective - i.nsimmeni._in_predicting .
rosding skills of New College freshmen.

PR

C e -RESULTS\'~ R r

- Background Infomation, SAT and Hig}g School Decile , ; . ‘

.
y .
.

L NP

High school deciles and SAT scores;were obta‘ined from admissions folders. .

'y ~The mean-age of the group was 18 wﬂ.th 'the ma,)ority of the students having
permanent residences’ in Nassau COunty. A small percentage (7) of=students

were from other localities such as'Maryland, New York City and New Jersey.
Comparable information on resident status for freshmen in other units of

Hotstra is not available. - .‘9 . : . e

«

Table l isa comparison of - mem S*T scores and high school deciles of
entering freshmen for the past il academic, jyears. Te table reflects
a trend toward progressively lowexi"‘SAT scores from 19?1 to 1973 In the
» past two years, however, this trend has reversed. . As stated in the 19714'-
75 Freshmen Profile report these higher scores reflect a change in a.dnission
policy wherein the minilmn SAT scores .for admission to Hofstra University .

were raised. . - . . |
R ~ o . . : i : S s
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filei Freshmen 1975-76 _‘

’

TABLE 1

o r 1975-76

.

., ) C'ompg;ison oF Mean SAT 'SAT Scores and E_:_lgh =§ch¢:~c>2l. Decges '
. of New College Freshmen from :1971 to 1976

* Year of © _ . Mean SAT Scoves . .. High School
Entrance N Verbal.  Math Com'ﬁinedl Decile i -
T1971-72 - W2 . 583.2 U TS5GB J140.0 2t e
?, . __19772-7_3“ 108 553.1 543.8 1096.9 3.2 °* |
' 1973-74 61 523.6 - . 520.3 1043.6° 3.5 |
© o 1974-75 49-  546.3 . 562.6  I108.9 2.7 |
32 552.0 568.0, 1120.3 . 2.3 .

Compared %o students entering other undergradua.te schools ax Hofstra.
in 1975, the New College students scored an a.Vera.ge of 33 points higher
‘on the Verbal SAT; however, Math SAT and: high school decj,les for New

' College and other-Hofstra freshmen were approximately the same. JThis
| information is/rqflected in the table below.
I i - A
R Table 2 ' o T K
§ : ) 1
- « Comparison of Mean SAT Scores and ‘High School DecilL for. ‘
. L .+ New College and Other Freshmen at Hofstra'Universitx,lg'ZS ' L
t . j , . i [ ) .. 1“
- . _ Mean. SAT Scores - ' . High Sehool . .
e, School - Verbal Math _ Cogbined . Decile” ‘ -
. New College : - 553 568 - 11210 s 2.3
.- o Other Hofstra - 520 563 - 1083 2.5 T ~
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ACE~Questionnaire Results
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: The information der1Ved from the ACE questionnaire 'is baged’ on the responses -
o of 31 of the entering freshmen who' completed 'the questipnnaire. ’The fdllowing
’ "‘(~,'is a synopis of some of the information. A complete breakdown of responses .t
J .. to all questions is available from the New College Educational Research Office.
Where appropriate, comparisons between New College students and Hofatra

/

" . students in general as well as students nationally are made,’ ‘ -
Y o

* 'Sixty five percent of the respondents were male and 35% were females.‘ The : :

B proportion of male to female students on Hofstra J'main campus" is approximately
the same as New College. Eighty-nine percent of the entering.New College SN
~students weré between the ages of 18 and 20, .with 7% under 18 and 4% over the'
age of 18, 1In comparison with other Hofstra freshmen for 1975, the age range~

‘f s about the same. . | T .. ’

~

¢ BN Ninety eight perUbnt of the freshmen -indicated they were white/Caucasian with |
B ‘C the remaining 2 % being Black/Negro/Afro-American ‘ L !
- ‘# The socioeconomic background of New_College freshmen is approximately "the same )
- as that of all other 1975 Hofstra freshmen. Fifty fwo percent of the students S
o » indicated estimated family income between $10,000 and $éo.ooo, with 27 % of the |
d . T'A'New College students coming from families with incomes over $20,000. ’ !

I

Fifty two percent of the students' fathers yere identified as businessmen . : !
v ‘D
., . and another 16 % as skilled laborers. -

- .
(. i

L) ) v
'Tﬁ. Nearly all of the respondents fathers (80 %) and mothers (91 %) had~comp1eted s
v high school while 37 % of the fathers and 17 % of the mothers held’ college
; degrees. New College freshmen are quite similar to all other freshmen at )
Hofstra and freshmen nationally in termsnof'parental educational background.

In reference to college residence dgrdng the first semester, 33 % of the
respondents indicated they planned to reside with parents or relatives,
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while ovet 72 % indicated that they preferred to live on campus-or in a private

s f

. home or apartment.

¥ . . . N N d * -

K4
The maJority of the 1975 freshmen plan to pay for their education by support
from their parents (76%) and approximately the same percentage of New College

students as Hofstra students are receiptents of scholarships or grants.: A

*

low percentage (17 %) plan.to take advantage of the college| work-study progran.

'
.
b hd 0y f .
¥
. .
J . . , ;
n . = -

o - Bducational and Career Objectives ‘ ’ ’ \ B - o
7 " . 1. R -

8

_ Seventy percent of the respondents stated that New College was their first

» choice in selecting colleges to atténd. The mosE frequent reasons cited . -
for attending New College included the college having a good academic

reputation (65 %) and the offering of special education programe (67 . .

- l

_ Approximately 86 % of the Tespondents in 1975 indicated that they mot only o
. anted to complete the BA degree, but to continue on to some higher. degree ' }
stbb as Ph. D., E4,D., M.D. or LL, B. In comparison, only 27 % of the Hofstra ;
"main campus" freshmen intend to pursue their‘formal education past the 3
-Bachelor of Arts level, . | " j
Table 3 compares career objectives of 1975 New College freshmen, Hofstra - o
freshmen in general, and freshmen natioﬁally. T . -

L3 N

-
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‘. - Prtabable &a:ceer 6'6}:;1 tibns S ‘ t
I - A . ‘ /
Career Objective ' .. New Gollede  Hofstra Natfonal 7,
- Artist (including " ° o S
: Performer) o 7 . 0 ... 6. .
l;usiriessma.n - o. ' . 1613
Doctor (MD orDBS) o0 10 © 9
.Educator (college) . O R T 6
faucator (secondary) Yo - ‘ L . -3
, Fducator (elementary) "o 3 y 2
Health professions ‘ . B
o (non- MD) .16 10 i
Lawyer u . 13 "6
Research. Scientist 30N ‘ :
‘Other - - . S0 . 26 :
" Undecided - C AT T T

. Do A‘ !, ) . ‘ . .o . ' T
New College freshmen for 1975, és those freshmen who-entered in 1974,
chose the occupation ™'lawyer" most~often as their probable career
objective, Approximately the_ same percentage of NewCollege a.nﬂﬁfstra »

freshmen are uncertain about ”their future ochIpa.tion.

a

Values and Attitudes .. : )
. ) -

As in previous years, the 1975 New College freshmen appear to be more
politica.lly liberal than their "main campus" comtermts. F‘ifty seven ' o
percent of-the New College fresh:ﬂen indicated a political orientation o
: of "]liberal” or "far left" as coinpe.red to only 36 % of the ﬁofstra ‘students
making a similar cheice. The, students liberal views ‘ate reflected .in the .

. — , »
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.responses to particular items on the ACE questionnaire that concern social

- and politica.l issues. Table L presents a listing of the studen%s;,:}gnses
. to such questions. It appears that 1975 New College freshmen t of them- .

campus" ‘freshmen qnd students entering other four- year

[ -———— s

L K/ \ Table &4

Percentage of Students Agreemg Stron l or
Somewha.t with Va.lue Ttems

selves as more liberal in theilr opinions about population control, women's
rights, attitudes toward civil liberties and sexual mores than Hofstra "main

colleges a.nd universities.

.
s 8

_ S + Hofstra : :
Ttem New College Main Campus National
Government not controlling pollution 87 " 85 83 i ’
Government not protecting consumer . 83 . 75 S T
Government should help _sypport pnva.te - . Bl
colleges 83 80 ’ ‘60 .
» Colleges need more gra.nts,fewer loans 90 87 - 78. 5 h
Too_many rights for criminals \ 39 5l 52
. Not obey laws against own views \ ' 39 B 32 31 e
People should be paid equally | . 23 I 22 . .
Homen s activities are best conta.i_ned ' . . .
2 in the home ' - 29 \ 21 - 23 .
People should live together before | . - ’
» marriage i 60 - L5 . L7
" Discourage large families 70 53 62 —
Sex 0.K. if people like each other 60 36 51
Women should get :Job équa.lit 100 95 . ol
- Wealthy should pay more taxes 6 8" 75
Mari juana should be legalized | 58 .- 51 49
Outlaw large campaten gifts o0 s 63 59 -
v : T : ]
Table & continued on page 8
* ' [ -
e 9 .’
' i
) : . e
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Table Tf)continﬁed . - -
oo " Hofstra .
Item : New College - Main Campus National
Individual can do little to cha.nge ' ‘ K
al soclety L2 _ 46 L7
Young people are more idealistic ! ,
: than older people 57 - 62 . 68
Yourig People understand more about sex 41 55 58
Colleges,should regulate students off ’ -
N N~ . -
calipus 7 4 11
. Students should help evaluate faculty 84 74 76
Abolish college es 16 15 22
T)e-emE%;ize organized sports 30 ' 17 ‘ 24
Rogulate student publications 30, £ 17 2 .
College has right to bam a _speaker - 10 ‘ jl 15 C - 19
Preferential treatment to disadvantaged 27 - 25 30 4
Adopt open admissions at public .. ' . o SR
colleges . 26 21 26 S
- Use sgge degree standard for ald. . -~ 93 -~ -~ —79 T e e
Federal government discourage energy .
) use - 83 83 .84
" Student's right to ban speakers 55 ) 57 __58 .

-

_Table § presents a breakdown of JACE qu’estionnaire items .that concern 1ife ; , ;
ob,]ectiv% which students consider essentia.l or very importa.nt.* ‘New Ccallege
freshmen express greater concern with helping others, developing a philosophy
of life, influencing the social and political womld around them and 1688 concewn.
about financial success 'and theoritical issites and problems. This is c@ﬁﬁtstent
with the responses(they nade on socia.l and political questions. presented 1n S N
Table 4, ‘ e T T T

1 ) N ' . ) o .
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N Table 5

ObjectivesL Considered to be Essential

| -

A

O_b.]et:tive

or Very Important(percentage response) -

New College +

. Hofstra -
Main Campus National

Achieve :Ln Erfo&gg art .

10 a_ 15

- Be an a.uthoritx in mx_field

65

S e

Obtain recognition from colle eagues

48

26

“Influence gglitical structure

Influence soci Lue

-

29

-

Raise g family’

b2

Be administratively responsible

B

Be_very well-off financially

_32

Help others in difficulty

71

Theorticall contribution to science ’

13

¥riting original works

16&

““Creating artistic work —~ =

< 10

' Be succegsful In own bﬁsiness

23

Help clean up environment

Develop a philosophy of life

77

29

_ Participate in ‘community action
Keep up with -politi affalrs

i

-]

~,

Onmibus Personali Invento

. A cenpa.i‘isoh of
this yea.r s entering freshmen to 1974 entering stu&ents at New College
is presented in Table 6, /

Thirt.y one of the possible 32 freshmen cqmpleted the O
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. - ‘V, ¢ Table 6 ‘ o ‘
Y . Mean and Standard 'Deviggiohs of OFT Regultsl for ) “,\‘
. New College Freshmen 1974 and 1975 .
X~ ‘ S
: ' 194 1975 N
- OFI Scale < - Mean  Std.Dev. ___Mean Std.Dev,
— ‘ ‘Igiellectual_nis;ns_t*nn N . ) N s
Category L,7 _"1.44' b3 1,03 -
Thinking Introversion 51,0 8,20 1.2 735 ‘
Theoritical Orientation _b9.6 . 9.28 53,1 8,64 . L
Esthéticism 52,0 9.73 4.1 "10,06. . . -«
Complexity __ 55,9 10.51 530 78 SNl
. . Autonomy . 58,5  7.40 573 5.80 B .
~ Religious Orientation 552  7.53 9 10,00 " . : .
; . Soclal Extroversion 52,8 8.94 - 53,0. 8.36 Co k
luse’ Expression _52.3"10.80 __57.4 9,63
" ~ Personal Intggr_gtion - 53,1 10,06 - 56,0 10,83 Y
Anxiety level T52.2 9,31 49.0 8,62 .
. Altruism _52.1 10,30 _Shad  9.87 B
" ' Practical Outlook ., ' 43,1 841 M2 736 i
Masculinity-Femininity 50.6 1084 48,3 10,73 .- '
Response Bias 49.1 7,80 4,1, P2l .
3 A series of t- tests with a-s¥gnificance level of .61 were -performed 't_)y ‘ T -

comparing the two groups of students. No significant differences were
+ found' between the two groups ‘of aj;udents on any of the fourteen OPT : S
scales... s : o - ' e

T
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Scale >soores for 1975 New College students tended to cluster around thg mean

score of 50. This suggests that these students are very similar to other

. entering college students on traits defined by the Omnibus Personalit‘
Inventory. - , =

- .

The Intellectual Disposition Category (IDC) of this test was developed by
He.ist and Yonge (1968) as a way of classifying individuals on a continuum oﬂ
intéllectual orientation or style.h New College freshmen over the past three

_ years have fallen in category 4. Heist and Yonge descibe students who fall

, in this category as those students who often achieve good grades, are strongly
motivated, perform well in a competitive intellectual atmosphere yet appear
to demonstrate less concern about the intrmsic sati.sfaction gained from -

a.cquir{i.ng knowledge .

Summary _ .

The a.ca.demic a.chievement level of both 19?'4 and 1975 entering New Gollege' ,
students appear to be the same, Overa.llﬂnea,n SAT scores are slightly B /
higher (up 12 points fro 1974) and the mean high school decile for 1975
freshmen was 2.3 as com to 2 7 the us yea: Nineteen hundred
seventy five ‘ma.rks. the Becond year of a trend/in higher SAT scores at New
College, (which is most/ likely a reflection of the change in admissions

in'recent years, the majority of students come f‘ron local’ .

A larger proportion of New College freehnen than Bo”fstra "main
chose to live on?ge . : -

[ )
»
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1

" Kew ColYege freshmen appear to differ somewhat from other entering students

at Hofstra and other students across the country in the following ways:

the majority of New College freshmen stated intentions for pursuing their |
formal education befond the Bachelor of Arts ievel; the New,College students
expressed political beliefs that were "liberal" and their personal value and
attitude orientatf%ns were consistent with this position- and regardless ‘of
specific career objectives, the maJority of New College freshmen expressed
objectives which wduld enable them to work with people and ideas.

’

-
Results from the Omnibus Personality Inventory tend to confirm the observations
made above and suggest that 1975 New College freshmen are just as socially
extroverted and 1ntellectually oriented as 1974 entering freshmen at New College.

p .7
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