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ABSTRACT  
While the dental education expansion in Illinois has 

been notable, some problems remain to be addressed in the last half 
decade of the 1970's. There is a geographic maldistribution of 
dentists, with more dentists per capita in the urban areas, 
particularly Chicago, than in the downstate rural areas. While some 
progress has been made, considerable growth of ethnic minority 
enrollments mustoccur before such students are proportionately 
represented in the state's dental schools. The expansion of dental
education  in Illinois undertaken in 1968 will result in substantially
more dentists. The increase should maintain and will likely improve 
Illinois' position among the top 15 status in terms of dentists per 
capita. In recognition of the substantial increases made to date and 
some of the dental care problems in Illinois, the following 
recommendations build upon the progress made to date. The three 
Chicago-area dental schools should meet their current enrollment 
projections. The necessary state funds for completing the expansion 
of dental education in the public dental schools should be provided 
through the usual budget review and appropriation processes The 
private dental schools should be awarded an annual operating   grant of 
$3,000 per Illinois resident student. Affirmative action efforts in 
each dental school should be continued and expanded. Each school
should attempt to enroll and retain a student mix that ethnically and
geographically reflects the population base from which it draws its 
Illinois students. (Included are statistics on supply of dentists, 
enrolllent, and graduates.) (JT)
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The dentist is. the health professional yho deals with the preven- 

'taon iini treatment,.of diseases and malformations of the teeth, gums,

and oral cavity.• Dental Activities include thediagnosio and treatment

of tooth decay,.periodontal disease, malocclusion, and other oral, dis-

orders. 

The dental- schools ià Illitlóis have responded to•their mandate to 

increase enrollments so as to provide more adequate numbers of dentists 

to meet the oral health care needs of the people of Illinois. By in-

creasing enrollments they have also broadéned•the opportunity for Ills- 

mois residents to enter dental school. 



II. SUPPLY OF DENTISTS 

Illinois rank! 13th amóng the stales in actpve dentists per capita 

(TaD1e I'4-I), having about six percent more active dentists per' capita 

than tb' natignal.av^Tage. 'Therd has been a decline in the absolute 

number of active dentists per capita and the Illinois rank among the 

'statee.since 1966. At•that time'Iltinois ranked IOth in the nation and 

had about 14 percent more dentists per capita than the national average; 

In the period 1966 to 1,972, only 26 states had an increased ratio'of 

active dentists te population. Najionwid ., the ratio fell about four percent

The number of dentists per capita in a state is related strongly to 

the presence' or absence of a dental school in the state. For states with 

more 'dentists per capita than the national average, two-thirds have a den-  

tal school. In contrast; bnly two-fifths of the states below 'the national 

average have a dental school. 

Dentists'withiñ Illinois are clot .distributed uniformly. (Table II-2). 

The total number of dentists per capita ranges from 60 in the Chicago 

region to 6 in the.East St. Louis region. There hàs been some change 

in the relative,distribution•of dentists since 1966, with more' being 

active per capita€in the EastSt.'Louis and Rocyford regions. 

One of the   reasons for the decline iu active dentists in Illinois is 

Suggested by the. age data displaÿed in Table II-3; In 1966 about 42,per- 

cent of the active dentists were 55 years or older. In the eight inter-

vening years to, 1974,1 it is safe to assume Chat€a.lnrge number of these 

practitioners left active status. 'By 1974 the percent of active-dentists 

over 55 fell to 32. Conversely, the percentage of active dentist; under 



Table II-1 

Active Dentists per 100,000 Population 
by State: 1966 and 1972 

December 31, 1972 1965-66 
Rank Number per. Number per Rank 
Order 100,000 State 100,000 Order 

1 91 District 'of Columbia 91 1 
2 68 New York 70 2 
3 
4

65 
61 

Oregon 
Hawaii 

68
57

3 
8 

5 60 Cpnnecticdt 62 4 
6' 59 Minnesota 57 7 
7 58 Washington 61 6 
8 58 California 53* 13 
9 
10 

56 
55 

New Jersey 
Massachusetts 

61
57

5 
.9

11 54 Nebraska 11 
12 53 ' Utah 5$ 12 

13 51 'Pennsylvania 51 14 
14 51 Colorado 51 15 
15 50 Illinois 56 10 

16 
17 

49 
48 

Wiscopsin 
Michigan, 

50 
47' 

16 
18 

18 46 Iowa P5 19 
19 
20 

46 
45 

Wyoming 
Rhode Island 

42 23 
17

21 44 Montana '41 
22 .44 Idaho, 41 27 
23 43 Nevada 44 22 
24 43 M'lssduri 44 21 
25 43 Kansas 41 25 
26 42 Maryland 37 33 
27 42 Ohió 42 24 
28 41 New Hampshire 45 20 

‚29- 
30 

40 
40 

Indiana 
Virginia 

41 
36 

28 
36 

31 
32 

39 
38 

Delaware 
Texas 

39 
33 

29 
38 

33 38 Arizona 31 42 
34 38 Vermont 37 32 

35 '38 North Dakota 37 34 

34 37 Tennessee 38 3'1 

37 37 Oklahoma 33 40 

38 37 Florida 38 30 

39 ,16 Kantucky 32  41

40 35 New Mexico 24 50 



Table II-1 (Continued) 

December 31 1972 1965-66 

Rank t4umber per Number per Rank 
Order 100,(400 State 100.000 Order 

41 35 Louisiana 36 37 

42 35 Maine 36 35 

43 34 West Virginia 30 44 
44  34 South Dakota 33 391 

45 34 Alaska 24 48 

46 31 Arkansas 31 43 
 47 30 Georgia 29 45 
48 30 Alabama 27* 46 

49 30 North Carolina 26 47 
50' 27 Mississippi 24 49 

51 26 South Carolina 21 51 

47 United States 49* 

* Estimated 

Sources 1`he'Supply of Health Manpower, DREW Publicajion No. (HRA) 75-38, 
December, 1974. 

.Compilation, State Dentist Manpower Reports, 1965-67, DREW, 1970. 



Table II-2 

Active Dentists in Illinois  
Planning Region: 1966 and 1974 

1974* 1966 

Estimated Number/ Number/ Estimated 

Number 100,000 Region 100,000 Number 

280 49 1-A (Rockford) 48 261 

38Q 40 1-B (Peoria) 42 381 

4240 60 2 (Chicago)' 64 4381 

230 Al 3-A (Springfield) 41 229 

310 41 3-B (Urbana/Champaign) 44 .319 

230 36 4 (East St. Louis) J4 214 

200 39 5 (Carbondale) 41 204 

5870 52 Illinois 56 5989 

* Figures extrapolated'from 75.8 .percent response rate. 

Sources: Demographic Profile 1974, Illinois Department of Public Health, 

1974. 

Compilation, State Dentist Manpower Reports; 1965-67. DHEW, 

1970. 



 table II-3 

Age of Dentists  

Age Hodge 
Illin

1974 
ois 

1966 
United States 

1970

Under 30 
30 to 34' 
35 to 39 

11.4% 
12.1' 
9.9 

26%
11.3%
15.2
13.3 

40 to 44
45 to 49 
50 to 54 

11.6 
9.8 
12.8 

32 
12.0 
14.2 
9.2 

'55 to 59 
60 to 64 
65 and Over 

9.9 
8.3 
14.2 

42 
5.8 
5.4 
11.2 

pedian'Age  47 50 44 

Sources Demographic Profile 1974, Illinois Department of 
Public Health, 1974. 

Compilation, State Dentist Manpower Reports, 1965-67
DREW, 1970. 

Health Resources Statistics, DHEW Publication No. (HSM) 
73-1509, June, 1973. 



40 rose from 26 percent to over 33 perce04 by 1974. The age of active 

' dentists in Illinois is still comparatively!high relative tó the ages 

--nationally, As more young dentist's begin practice'•in Illinois, the age 

distribution' should pontiñue te- shift toweiréthe yoin er end.of the: 

scale. 

About one of every eight dentists in Illinois has\one or more spe- 

cialties (Table II-4). Approximately one-third of the ipecialists.are 

orthodontists and one-quarter are oral surgeons. Nationwide, one in ten

dentist is a specialist. The specialists in Illinois tend to be 

younger than the average dentist active in Illinois. About44 percent 

o#` all the?Illifois specialists are under 40 yeiars and onlÿ ld percnt 

40_55 55 years or over.* 

,In susmarjc, Illinois has more active dentiste per capita than the 

national average, but has  experienceda decrease in dentists per capita 

.since the mid-1960's. One reason for re the decline was the relatively large number

 of older dentists who presumably are no longer active. There is a 

geographic distribution. problem in Illinois. The Chicago 

area has two-thirds again as many active dentists per capita as does 

the East St. Louisregion. The'percentage tdental specialists in the 

dental manpower work ferce in Illinois exceeds da that nationally. Thos,. 

Illinois has more specialists per capita than the nation as a whole. 

Well over half of the specialists are orthodontists or oral surgeons.

* Demographic Profile 1974, Illinois Department oÉ Public Health, 
1974. 



Table 'II-4 

Dental Specialists:, 
Percentage DiserOution 

Illinois United States 
1974 1971 

General Practice 87.5 89.7 

Limited Practice 12.5 10.3 
Endodontists 1.0 0.5 
Oral Pathologists 0.2 0.1 
Oral Surgeon's 3.0 2.5
Orthodontists ,4.2 4.3 
Pedodontists 1.3 1.5 
Periodontists 1.2 1.0 
Prosthodontistó 1.3 0.7 
Public Health 0.3 0.1 

Sources: Demographic.Profilé 1974, Illinois Departmént of 
Public Health. 

The Supply of Health Manpower, DREW Pdblicatipn 
Mo. (HSA) 75-38, December, 1974. 



III, DENTAL EDUCATION 

There are four dental schools in Illinois, three in Chicago and ' 

'one in Alton. Two are public and•two are private. The enrollments and 

graduates. from these schools are shown in Tables III-1 and III-2, re- 

spectively. The enrollments have increased nearly 50 percent since 

1967-68 and Illinois resident enrollments have increased by 68 per-

cent. The number of graduates had increased by 22 percent in 1974 over 

1968, with a 23 percent increase in Illinois resident graduates. 

As in medicine, the State's commitment to expanded dental educa-

tión.is not yet reflected fully in the enrollment and graduate ,figures. 

The ,new school in Alton will graduate its fitst class ,in 1975 and the 

expansion at the University of Illinois is nOt yet realized fully, 

Its College of Dentistry will ocoupy Phase II of a new.•building in 

'the summer of 1975., 

The projected   enrollments and graduates of the State's dental schools 

(Tables III-3 and III-4) reflect more accurately the comTitment made to 

dental edueation in Illinois. By 1979 total enrollments will have in- 

c,reased by 68 perçent and Illinois resident enrollments will have doubled. 

Total and Illinois resident graduates wj11 have increased by 74 percent 

,and 90 percent, respectively. 

Illinois students had a slightly, better chance thao their cohorts 

nationwide to enter dèntal school n 1973: 2.7 Illinois students per 100,000 

population entered a dental school versus 2.6 per 100,000 nationally 

(Table III-5). By 197580. about 3.2 Illinois students per 100,000 

population will enter school as compared with 2.8 nationally. Thus, in 



Table III-1

jurollernt 1nj114not8 Dental 'Moots 
from 1967•68 to 1974-75 

1997.68 1968-69• 1969-70  1970-71 - 1971-72 ' 1072-73 1973-74  1074-7S  
Illinois 1l ltnots Minot. Illinois Illinois • Illinois 111tnote IIItoots 

   

Resident Ig.,AL Resident Tors e1 13= I5151 Rest dent Sots! Resident Tatalt Resident Tot 8e. tent Total Peatde nt Total 

Loyola University 186 361 198 403 201. 4341 249  471 277 483 303 493 322 512 335 323 

Northwestern University 73 299, 75 313 .75 3j3 94 348 98 364107 106 380 108 396 

Southern Illinois University 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 0' 14 . 64 64 103 103 

l5+tverstty of Illinois 330* 357 355 362 369 377 3758  383• 385 393 414 ' 

Totale ¢0~ 017 6~ • 1,078~.5 1,134 718 766 1-2p 

• Estimated to be 98 percent of total.

Source: Oats supplied by institutions. 



Table III-2

Graduates fron Illinois Dental Schools 
from 1967-68 to 1973-74 

1967-613 ~ 1968-69 1969-70 1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 
Illinois Illinois Illinois Illinois- Illinois Illinois Illinois 
lintile_nt total Resident Total illity2a Total Resident Totsl Resident Total Resident Total Resident Total' 

1.0ele D,[eerattf 48 , 80 59 87 40 79 44 107 56 717 459 113' )S 123 
114 

Rettlrestetn BSHeereity 23 73 15 70 11 65 24 72 19 90 17 ' 84 .25 78 

Soother, 1111nois Osisereit, 0 0 -9 ~ O 0 O 0 0 0 0 O 0 0

Vaieerstta of Illinois 91+ 93 76 '' 89* 91 90e 92 ' 89 91 86 88 97 99 

Totals 148 Ii2 140 158 271 164 2 98 • 16Z 285 Z22 - 200 

* Estimated to be 98 percent of total

Source: Oats oopplted by institutions, 



Table III-3 

Protected Enrollments in 
Illinois Dental Schools 

1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 '1979-80 
Illinois_ . Illinois Illinois Illinois Illinois 
Resident Total ' aleltplt Total Resident Total Resident Total Resident Total 

Loyola University 341 532 141 532 337 529 331 528 331 528- 

Northwestern University 114 407 116 408 128 „4.06 128 406 128 406 

. Southern Illinois Uaive city' 128 128 136 136 144 144 144 144 144 144 

University of Illinois 529* 546 590* 602 617* 630 617' 630 617* 630 

Total. 1.11; 1.607 x,183 1.678 1.226 1,709 1,220 1.708 1,220 1,708 

* Estimated to be 98 percent of total. 

Source: Data supplied by institutions. 



Table III-4

Protected Graduates from 
Illinois Dental Schools 

1974-75 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80  
Illinois Illinots Illinois Illinois Illinois Illtnoi• 
Resident Dial pluktult Tota Resident- Total, Resident Total Reatdent Total Resident Total.

Loyola University 75 121 81 128 85 135 87 131 Al 130 81 130 

Northwestern Univeretty 27 89 29 • 99 19 102 31 100 • 31 100 31 100 

Southern Illinois Univbrsity 24 24 40 40 40 40 48 48 48 48 48 48'

University of Illinois 101* 103 120* 122 '   120* 122   147* 150 147* 150 147* 150 

total 2.12 22z 270 389 264 222 313- •429 . 307 .428 307 428 

* intimated to be 9S peroent-of total. 

Sourest Data supplied by iwi4titetiodr. 



Table III-6 

Entering Dental Students 
per 100.000 Population by 

.State of Residence 

Actual 
1973-74 

Own 
Selected State's Total 
States Schools Entrants 

Estimated 
1979-80 

Own 
State's Total 
Schools Entrants 

California 2.1 2.7 

New•York 1.7 3.1 

Pennsylvania 2.5 2.7' 

Texas 2•.3 2.4 

Illinois 2.6 2.8 2.9

Ohio ' 2.4 2.5, 

Michigan 2.7 2.8 

Florida 0.5 1.7 

New Jersey . 1.6 2.6 

Massachusetts 1.4 2.3 

hid íana 2.4 2.4 

Mlsaouri, 2.4' 2.6 

,~iiscorisin 28 2.9 

Minnesota 3.2 3,2 

.Iowa 2.8 3.0' 

United States 2.7 2.8 

Sources: Annual Report on Dental Education., 1974-75,'Councll on Dental 
Education, American Dental Association

The Ripply of Neálth Manpower, DREW Publication'No. (URA) 75-38,
 ` December,. 1974: 



terms of opportunity to enter dental school, Illinois residents will

have about a 15 percent better chance than the average student nation-

vide by 1979. .  

In 1974 Illinois ranked behind only Pennsylvania, Missouri; and . 

Minnesota; among 'thé largest and•1llinois-border states, in terms of en-

rollments and graduates per capita (Table III-6). Illinois had 40 par-

cent more dental students enrolled per capita than the national average 

and graduated 31 percent more per capita'. By 1979-80 Illinois will be 

graduating aboule .3.8 dentists per'100,000 population as compelled with 

about 2.5 dentists per 100,000 population nationwide.* 

Ethnic minority enrollment in Illinois dental schools has risen 

from iess titan three percent in 1969-70 to about seven percent of total 

enrollments by 1974-75 (Table III-7). This percentage is still far be- 

low the 17 percent minority composition of the Illinois population. 

Nationwide, ethnic minority en llmentp comprise 9.0 percent of then 

total. Black students comprise .7jercent of the tótal nationwide.** 

* The Supply of Health Manpower, DREW Publication No. (BRA) 75-38
December; 1974. 

Annual Report on Dental Education, 1974-75, Council on Den911 Edu- 
cation, American Dental Association. 



Table III-6,  Enrollmentsin and Graduates from 

Dental Schools by State in 1974

Selected States 

Enrollments

Number 
Per 

l0Ó,000 

Graduates 
Per 

:Number • , 100,000 

California 1,947 9.5 554, 2.7 

New York 1,310 7.2 29Z- 1.6 

Pennsylvania .1,695, 14.2 383 3.2 

Texas '967 8.2 211 1.8 

Illinois 1,513 13.5 298 2.7 

Ohio 1,088 10.1 236 '2.2 

Michigan 872 9.6 222 20.-5 ' 

Florida 88 1.1 0 0 

New lersdy 513 7.0 191 2.6 

Massachusetts 681 11.7. 132 2.3 

Indiana 493 9.3 100 1.9• 

Misiouri 870 18.3 208 4.4 • 

Wiscoa 535 11.7 112 2.5 

Minnesota 539 13.8 109 2.8 

Iowa 337 11.6 64 2.2 

United States 20,146 9.6 4,515 2.2 

Source: Annual Report   on Dental Education, 1974-75, Council on Dental 
Education, American Dental Association. 



Tabla III-7 

Composltioñ bf Enrollments 
in Illinois Dental Schools;  

$inority Students snd Black Students 

.Loyola 
University 

Northwestern 
University 

Southern 
Illinois 

,University 

University 
bf 

llinois oral 

1967-68 Enrollment a 
t Minority 
t Black 

361 
NA 
NA 

299 
4.7 
0.0 

0 211 
1.7 
0.6 

1017 

1968-69 Enrollments 
Minority 

t Black 

403. 
NA 
NA 

313 
5.4 
0.3 

0. 362 
2.8 

1.7 
lÿ78 

1969-70 Enrollments 
t-Minority 
t Black 

kn. 
0.2 
0.2 

323 
5.3 
0.3 

0 
3 3
2.1 

1.134 
2.7 , 
0.9 

1970-71 Enrollments 
t Minority 
% Black

471 
0.2, 
0.2. 

.at 
5.7 
0.6 

0 a 
7.3 
4.4 

1.202 
4.1 
1.7 

1971-72 Enrollments 
t Minority 
•t Black 

al 
0.6 
0.2 

í 
8.2 
0.5 

º 191 
7.6 
5.3 

1.14Q 
5.1 
1.9 

1977-73 Enrollmentt 
t Minority 
t Black 

-493 
2.2 
0.4 

370
1.9' 
0.3 

24 
4.2 
4.2 

422 
7.1 
4.7 

1.309 
5.8 
1.8 

1973-74 Enrollments 
t Minority 
• t Black 

j,_2 l
3.7 
0.6 

381 
10.2 
0.5 

,¢4 
6.1 
4.7 

O 
7.3 
3.9 

1.421 
6.8 
1.8 

1974-75 Enrollments 
t Minority 
t Black 

Ill 
4.4 
;.0 

396 
8.8 
0.0 

103 
10.7 
1.0 

An 
7.1 
3.7 

1.513 
6.9 
1.6 

Source; Data supplied by institutions. 



IV. PROJECTED SUPPLY OF DENTISTS IN ILLINOIS 

The projection of the supply of dental manpower for Illinois is in- 

exec# at best. Some recent, data; however, suggest a means of assessing 

a range of probable-dental manpower for the State. 

Historically; approximately 70 percent of the graduate's of the ' , 

University of Illinois College of Dentistry have remained in-Illinois 

fer their practice. If the samepercentage holds and also applies to 

the graduates, of the Southern Illinois. University Schook of Dental Medi- 

cine, then by 1980 the two public schools will be adding approximately 

150 new dentists to the practice pool in Illinois. _It also appears 

reasonable to assume that about 70 percent of she Illinois resident gradu- 

ates of the private schools will remain in the State to practice and 

about 10 percent of the non-Illinois residents will remain (Table IV-1). 

The two, priváte schools will then'add about 90 dentists for practice in 

Illinois. The combined addition to Illinois dentists will be, then, aboute 

240 annually. 

The data displayed in Table IV-2 show that only 46 percent of the 

Illinois dentists in 1974 were graduates of Illinois schools. Thus, 

well ever half of the Current dentists were educated outside of the State. 

Approximately 5 percent of the total are graduates of,the now defunct 

St. Louis University School. It can be expected that as the Illinois'. 

'schools educate more.dentists and as other states' schools begin to ad-

mit a larger number of their own residents, the is-migration'.rate of den-

tists tb Illinois will fall relative to the number of,graduates of the 

Illinois schools. For purposes of projection, assume that there will be 



Table IV-1 

Retention of Dentists Educated 
'in Private Dental Schools:  

Graduates of 197.2-73 and 1973-74 

Enter Practice In* Post-Graduate in 

Illinois Other State, Illinois Other State 

Loyola University 
Illindis Resident 747. 261 ' 68% 32% 

Non-Illinois Resident 13% 87% 33% 67% 

Northwestern Univetsity 
Illinois Resident 93% 7% 75% 25% 

Non-Illinois Resident 5% 95% 44% , 56%

Combined 
Illinois Resident 77%` 23% 69% 31% 

Non-Illinois Resident 9% 91% '39% 61% 

Source: Data supplied by institutions. 



Table IV-2 

Dental School of Dentists 
Located in Illinois 

Number .Peicent 

University of Illinois 1,200 25% 

Northwestern University 392 8 

Loyola University 608 13 

Marquette 'University 93 2 

University of Iowa 44 1 

St. Louis.University 251 5 

iiashingtoñ University 149 4 

University of Indiana 47 1 

Mehárry 60 1 

Otber 1,893 40 

Total 4,757 100 

Source: Demographic Profile 1974, Illinois Department of Public 
„Health. 



one in-migrant for every two graduates of Illinois' schools which 

praticein the State (as compared to over 'one in-migrant per one Illinois

 graduate, historically). Then, the net annual increase of-den-

tists in Illinois would be about 360 annually. 

If, the ßverage dentist works 30 years, then by the end of the cen-

tury there would be in the neighborhood of 90 to 100-dentists par 

100,000 people in Illinois, a larger number per capita than any other 

state in the country at present. 



.V. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The repbrt, Education in the Health Fields for State Qf Illinois, 

recommended the expansion•of dental.education in. Illinois to meet the 

need for more dentists. Since 1968, substantial expansion has'occurred. 

A new dental school has been started•by the Southern 
Illinois University-Edwardsville. It. will graduate 
its first class in August, 1975. 

Total dental student enrollments have J,ncreased from 
1,017 to 1,508. since 1968; enrollment of Illinois resi-
dent students has increased froth 609 to 1,022.- 

The number of graduates of the State's dental schools 
has increased from 246 in 1968 Co 300 in 1974. 

The opportunity for'Illinois residents to enter dental 
school has nearly doubled since 1968. 

The dental schools in the State are still in a period of enrollment 

expansion. The University' of ¿llinois College of Dentistry will occupy 

.Phase II of its new facility in time for the 1975 entering class. The 

Cool,ege is not projected to reach it full enrollment until 1977. The. 

touthérn Illinois University School of Dental Medicine currently is 

projecting a class. size of 48. with intentions to increase its class 

size to 64. The two private dental schools will meet their projected 

enrollments in about one year. By 1980, If the dental schools' présent 

projections are realized: 

the annual number of graduates will bé 428t nearly a 
doubling since 1968; 

the annual number of''Illinois graduates will be 307, 
nearly a doubling.since 1968. 

These siesults are the product of considerable State financial support 

for Illinois dental education expansion, including new facilities for 



the' University of Illinois, a totally'new school in renovated facilities. 

for Southern Illinois Universitl€and State grant Support for the Loyola 

Univeysity'and Northwestern University schools of dentistry. In each case, 

except Sputtiern Illinois University, most of the.necessary capital expen- 

ditures to' accommodate the largèr classes have been made. 

While the dental education expansion has been notable, there remain 

some problems which must bé addressed in the last half decade of'the . 

1970's. 

There is a geographic maldistribution of dentists, with more dentists 

per capita ,in the urban areas, particularly Chicago, than• in the,down-

state rural areas. The location of a dental school in' Alton and the 

,Federally funded rural dentistry project at the University of Illinois

will help to address some of-the distribdtion problems. 

An important problem in dental, education is the recruitment and admis- 

sion of students from groups historically underrepresented in the dental 

profession. While some progress has been made in Illinois, considerable 

growth of ethnic,miiority enrollments must occur'.before such students

are proportionately represented in the State's dental schools. 

The expansion of dental education in Il'inois, undertaken in 1968, 

will result in substantially more dentists. for Illinois. The increase 

,should,maintain and will likely improve Illinois' position among the 

top 15 states in terms 'of dentists per capita. In recognition of.the 

substantial increases made to date and some of the dental care problems- 

in Illinoih, the following recommendations build upon the progress made 

to date. 



1. Enrollments 

The three Chicago-Area dental schools have expanded 

their enrollments considerably since 1968. The space 

needs for their projected expansion are all now met, or 

nearly so. It is recommended that these schools plan to 

maintain their projected levels of enrollment through 

1980. The new. Southern Illinois University school is 

currently projecting a class size of 48. This level of 

enrollment is probably not efficient as a larger class

size. The geographical location and the mission of this 

School, coupled with its, desire, suggest that it should 

expand, its class size to more adequately meet the dental 

needs of the southern part of Illinois. 

  At the recommended levels of graduates, Illinois 

will be graduating 50"percent more,dehttsts per capita 

,than the country as a whole. This production rate will 

increase the=number of active dentists per capita in 

Illinois over the next two•or three decades. 

Recommendation 1: The three Chicago-area dental schools should 

meet their current, enrollment projections. In particular, 

the Loyola Universj,ty'School of Dentistry should 
flan to graduate. about 130 dentists per year;  

., the Northwestern University School of Deiitis)ry  
should plan "to graduate about 100 dentists per  
Year; 

the University of Illinois College of Dentistry . 
should plan to graduate about.150 dentists per 
Year.  



The Southern Illinois. University School of Dental Medicine should plan  

to expand its.class size to approximately 64 as soon as is feasible.' 

The necessary  facilities to accommodate the expansion should be provided.  

including clinical sites removed from the Alton camus. as well as ade- 

quaté facilitiesat 'Alton. 

2. Financing

The funding of the State portion ,of the expansion 

of•dental education in the public schools has occurred 

as part of the annual budget review and recommendation

process. This method of budgeting is recommended to 

continue. 

Recommendation 2: The necessary State of Illinois funds for com- 

pletingthe expansion of dental education in the -public dental schools- 

should be provided through the usual budget review'and appropriation 

processes.  

State of Illinois financial support fer the pri-

vate dental schoöls has been made 'by the use of formula 

grants for capital expenditures and for annual operating 

expenses. The grants have been made in recognition'of 

.commitments by these schools to enroll specified levels 

of Illinois resident students: 

It is commended that the State of Illinois con-

tinue to provide annual operating grants to offset 

partially the costs of dental education in the private 

schools. The contribution of these schools to the pro- 

duction Of dental manpower for Illinois has been•substan-

tial. The private dental. schools have come to depend 



increasingly on State financial-support. To withdraw 

such support now could seriously'impair their financial 

stability. 

The recommendation for providing State grants for • 

annual operating support via_a formula based on total 

Illinois resident enrollments is consistent with Recom- 

mendation 1 to stabilize enrollments at currently pro- 

jetted levels. The recommended level of support is 

approximatély one-third of the annual cost of educating 

a dental student as çalculatéd by the Institute of 

Medicine. 

jtecomnendation 3: The private dental schools should be'awarded an 

annual operating grant of $3.006 per Illinois resident student. The total 

number of Illinois students ta be used in the computation should sat ex- 

ceed that number which will result in the graduation of 81 Illinois rest- 

dent students per year at Loyola University and 31 Illinois resident stu-

dents per year at Northwestern University. The formula amount should be 

reviewed annually and adjusted. as appropriate; for inflationary increases.  

3. Minority Énroklments  

The number of ethnic minority students enrolled in 

the State's dental schools has increased from about 30 to

about 100 since 1969-70. 'While this increase is substan- 

tial;"less than 7 percent' of tb. -total sjollmenta ara 

students frm iothnis minority groups, as compared to 

an Illinots non-white    population of about 17 percent., 

The State's dental schools should continue to increase 



ethnic minority enrollments with-t`e goal being a s+ix 

of students reflecting the mix in the Illinois popula- 

tion. 

Recommendation 4: Affirmative action efforts in each dental school  

should•be  continued  and expanded. Each schccl should attempt tó enroll 

and reta+r a stuienr mix which ethnically and  geanraptlically retlects

the population base from which it draws its Illinois students.
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