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- That 1975 has ushered in a new and different' way of |

. thinking and reacting to-public education at 411 levels as well as
reflecting consumerism, confrontation, and «conciliatién is the main -~ -
message of this paper. What foliows is an attempt to place urban
public schodling within the context of America, 1975. The short era
of equal eduycational experiencg, in ¢ontrast to the two long standing
eras of competitive privilege is drawing to an abrupt close unless an
immediate ¢hange of direction in public policy emerges} as happened
in 1954, What is most urgent today is not better urban education but
a national full employment policy that guarantees to every high
school graduate capable of work, a decent .jop and wage. Also needed
" in terms of bearing or early childhood education is a combination of
naw preschool programs with an.emphasis on the responsibility of
parenting. In conclusion, it urged that four specific areas of urban
education bacome focal: parentihg ads an extension of the preschool
movement; a shift from educator preference to schooling objectives;
the development of a full employment program;.and, relating urban
education to thz process of life-long learnding.. (Author/AM)
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JOBS,. DOLLARS AND RACE FROM AN EDUCATOR'S PERSPECTIVE - .
URBAN EDUCATION IN A PLURALISTIC SOCIETY.

%
o
2
~F

- LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: .

-

(4

MY MESSAGE THIS.MORNING IS SIMPLE, BUT ITS‘

RAMIFICATIONS HAVE ENORMOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL
I ‘x_'
PLANNERS SUCH AS OURSELVES, : o

s

- - T
: 1

: " THAT MESSAGE IS L Tear 1975 GsereD 1n A
NEN AND DIFFERENT WAY' OF THINKING AND REACTING To PUBLIC -
EDUCATION AT ALL LEVELS. WE'RE IN THE NEW ERA OF
CONSUMERISH, CONFRONTATION AND CONCILIATION, ~WHAT I' WANT

" TO DO THIS MORNING IS PLACE URBAN PUBLIC SCHOOLING WITHIN

-y
P

THE CONTEXT OF AMERICA, 1975,

'WHETHER YOU HANT TO ACCEPT IT OR NGT, WE'VE MOVED
OUT OF THE ERA, OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAE EXPERIENCES, USHERED",
°IN DURING 1954 AND FEW OF US YET COMPREHMEND THIS' FACT OF
LIFE. )

A}

_ I, ALONG WITH MANY OF YOU, AM DESPUNDENT OVER‘THIS -
FACT, PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE THE:GOAL WE SOUGHT "IN THE‘NANEVOE
EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES, THAT BEING AN 'INTEGRATED
SCHOOLING” FOR BLACK AND WHITE AMERICANS WAS . AND STI L IS

AND . I CONTINUE TO SUPPORT IT; BUT REALITY IS REALITY.

LAUDABLL
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lf 1S BECOMING INCREASINGLY IMPRACTICAL TO

PURSUE THAT. GOAL IN OUR MEGALOPOLIs, wHERE 90 PERCENT
.OF BLACKS RESIDE, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF L0GISTICS, BUT
_MORE IMPORTANTLY, BECAUSE OF CHANGING ATTITUDES, COMPETING -

f
FORCES; ANB‘RAPIDLY CHANGING CLASS STRUCTURES,
. R

-AMERICA BEGAR TTs-SOCIAL ExPERIMENT JUST 200

»

YEARS AGO THIS MONTH, WITH EDUCATION OR SCHOOLING NOT
BEING A PRINCIPLE C0MP0NENT, AND BLACKS NOT BEING PART
oF THE PROCESS. FOR“NEARLY 100 ‘yeARs, FROM, 1776’10
1874 THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE HELD SWAY ON, A PREMISE
OF INITIATIVE, INDIVIDUALISHM, AND\IQENTITY FOR WHITE'S

K

"ONLY.,

, . e
"% 1N 1874, ENLIGHTENED MICHIGAN JURJST SET THE
© STAGE EoP 80 YEARS OF SCHOOLING BASEb'URbN A SYSTEM OF
SORTING, "SCREENING- AND SELECTING. A SYSTEM UNPARALLED

ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD FOLLOWED ON THE HEELS OF THIS

-~

-/
DECiSION. A SYSTEM WHEREIN...

Py
X

» " . 1. OUR TEACHERS WERE TRAINED BY.-.

[
COLLEGES TO TEACH THE THREE
S's.  (SORTING, SCREENING AND SELECTING)

' L4

N
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THE SEPARATE BUT EQUAL- DOCTRINE.,.

2. "} OUR _TEXTBOOK PUBLISHERS SOLD R . L

" THEIR BOOKS IN TERMS OF THE “
o oTHReE S'sé o , ST
. L -
" .3, OUR GRADE CARDS VERE DESIGNED T0 |
: PERPETUATE THE " THREE S Si o )

o
. M ¢
S R “
{ t‘ ,
v
P

b, OUR TESTING OF CHILDREN WAS PRE-
DIcTED UPON THIS SAME PRINCIPLE,
. AND,-.. R e,
p i - .- . PN
L I : ‘
N 5. OUR SCHOOLS WERE MANAGED AccoRDING
. 70 THIS PREMISE “"WITH TIME AND ‘
; , STANDARDIZING oF CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION

BEING THE CONTROLLING FACTOR OF.STUDENT‘ U

N w\

THESE 5 SACRED coMs STILL SURVIVE® IN MANY URBAN

PUBLTC -SCHOBLS + SDME OF US AND MANY IN THIS ROOM HAVE BEEN .

ABOUT THE BusINEss OF ATTACKING EACH OF THE ABOVE 5 "SACRED
cows” SINCE THE_ ADVENT OF THE U, s.IGUPREME COURT DECISION OF
1954, NHIcH IN MY opINION, WENT FURTHER THAN DISMANTLING

i ”

THAT ﬁECISION, IN MY OPINION; SET THE NATION ON A

- NEW COURSE‘QF PUBLIC EDUCATION POLICY, WHICH CAN BE CHARACTERIZED

- AS EQUAL EDUCATIONAL' EXPERIENCES, ~THE THREE E‘;. L

-

LEARNING AND . PERRORMANCE.~ . ) ’ '
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WITH THE AMPETUS OF THIS.DECISION; wE\AS SOCIAL

.PLANNERS HAVE, IN THIS THLRD QUARNER OF THE 20TH CENTURY, ©
3 € ,
5PARTICIPATED IN, SUCH‘NOTABLE VENTURES IN THE NAME OF \QENAL

/ . -

T INDIAN E/
- BILINGUAL
. .
o 'TITLEgdx QN(SEX.DISCRIM]NATION (1975)

I =

| / ' o
_? . 1 MUST SADLY STATE THIS MORNING THAT THE SHORT
S

"EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE J IN/;;NTRAST TO THE
I

/’.

ERA OF

'LONG STANDING TWO ERAS OF COMPETITIVE PR}, LEGE™ 1S DRAWING

IN AMERICAN PUBLIC POLICY EMERGES, AS EMERGED N 1954,

. ”
r
\]

LET'S TAKE A LOOK.;. ~
' >3 -

' NHY? .

URBAN INADEQUATE FINANCING SINCE 1850;
RESEGREGATION SINCE 1954;
TEACHER NEGOTI%TIONS ONLY alNCE 1965

4

SKY | ROCKETING cosT sINCE. 19635

-
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“f' EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENGE AST NS
P} * ‘ , / '/’/ - ' . n '
DESEGREGATION Ve (1954) - P
me 1 o %5 -
_ "STATE STUDENT ASSESSMENT “(1969) ’
N : FREE TEXTBOOKS T, (1970)
f ACCOUNTABILITY. /// e (1971)-
DUCATION - (1973)

0, AN- ABRUPT/CLOSE; UNLESS AN IMWEDIATE CHANGE OF DIRECTION .

(1974) AND SOME ASPECTS OF

‘4 a




’ ' ) . \‘ t " . .‘,0. - . ",
°ENVIRONMENT‘AND ENERGY CONSTRAINTS SINCE 1969, L ..
T DECLININF ENROLLMENT ONLY SINCE 1970

... AGE OF MAJORITY sinceE 19715 R
JOB OPPORTUNITIES DECLINING sINCE 1972;

r-

WOMEN' s RIGHTS SINCE 1974.

© YOU' CAN'T HAVE EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERFENCES WHILE.
SO MANY COMPETING SOCIAL FORCES ABOUND, GINEN-OURwEXISTING K
PUBLIC POLTCY 1 MUST CONCLUDE THAT OUR NEW COURSE "BOILS “
. DOWN TO HE OR SHE HHO GETS THE VOTES GETS’THE BREAD.”

ALTHOUGH ITS STILL TOUGH BEING A MINORITY; ITS .

BECOHINP CLEAR THAT NO LONGER 1s IT ONLY A HATTER OF HHETHER' L

you' RE BLACK OR WHITE AS MUCH. AS IT IS WHETHER YOU*HAVE THE

-

}

'RIGHT CONNECTIONS AND INFLUENCES.

° v

. W - ' P

IT 1S NOT ONLY A WHOLE NEW BALL GAME, BUT MANY OF

PLAYED IK THIS YEAR OF\1975 , S

_ WITHOUT .ADDRESSING FORTHRfGHTLY THE ISSUES OF THE '~'£3'
DAY, WE AN EXPECT GENERATION. AFTER GENERATION OF OUR YOUTH, . »
EYE-BALLED TO THE T.V. SOAP OPERAS IN THE DAYTIME AND SOME‘OF o
. THEM SEEKING DRUG RELATED.EXPERIENCES IN THE EVENTNG, UNLESS
:' THE EVER-WIDENING GAP BETWEEN URBAN SCHOOLING,: EDUCATION AND:

THE WORLD OF WORK IS CLOSED CONSIDERABLY. . ._ \

&
I
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WE; THE ARCHITECTS OF THE PROPOSALS PUT FORTH

lN THE PAST 21 YEARS TO_ ACHIEVE THE GOAL OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAL

EXPERIENCES; ARE IN ONE SENSE; THE PERPETRATORS OF THE DEMISE

OF'THE GQQL; FOR IN OUR SOC{AL PLANNING: e

. ~ N & + ! <

< »

AMERICA DISHANTLED ITS DUAL SYSTEM

OF SCHOOLS. - . S
ATHLETIC BLACKS WERE ASSIMILATED ON
<CAMPUSES AT ALABAMA AND NORTH CAROLINA
> 7 STATE RATHER THAN‘MICHIGAN STATE "ARD

) GRAMBLING COLLEGE. - ' TR

BUSINESS OPENED ITS ARMS \JUST WIDE
ENOUGH TO ABSORB OUR TALENTED FEH IN

f _ ~° THE NAME OF FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES. "
AND, REALTORs SOGN: REALIZED [THAT THERE
/

4

N L BLOCK BUSTING.

Ve 5 '

NO DOUBT ABOUT 1T, SOME OF US- ARE BETTER OFF*®

WAS A PROFIT IN- OPEN*HOUSJNG AS WELL AS LY

BECAUSE OF IT;

BUT THE UNFOPTUNATE FACT IS; THE MASSES ARE

:NORSE OFF . Now IN MANY RESPECTS THAN IN ‘1

954, AND THIS IS

p :\(SADLY TRUE FOR URBAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

L - .
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- REMINDED US THAT "THERE*1S NO, QUESTIOQN BUT, THAT~AME81§A
IS IN DEEP CRISIS IODAY..,__.; .

. === "ONE OUT OF EVERY FOUR BLACK WORKERS’

- -

el THE MAJORITY OF THE BLACK JOBLESS I

o

VERNON JORDAN? OUR YQUNG DYNAMIC LEADER; HAS

B ¢,
I}\ . @4 7 4 '3 w s
N ’ ) )
> . . B
N ! . TR "ﬁ . .\_ e .

0\ e t': . ‘

\ c, PO

1s UNEMPLOYED , S ',/
--- HALF OF ALL BRACK TEENAGERS ARE

ouT Of WORK. o ;“
.ARE INELIGIBLE FOR ANY KIND. OF *° *
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS,
~-- BLACK LABOR' FORCE PARTICIPATION HAS -
. BEEN DECLINING FOR YEARS, INDICATING
 THAT LACK OF OPPORTUNITY AND TRAINING =
IS KEEPING LARGE NUMBERS O PEOPLE
. EVEN FROM LdOKING FOR WORK.

AS MANY BLACKS ARE OUT OF WORK TODAY,

AS - IN THE DAYS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION‘
OFTHE’I930'S.- .7 o

-

THE TYPICAL BLACK FAMILY EARNS ABOUT ' ' ': o

!
1.
!

HALF OF WHAT THE GOVERNMENT 1TSELF SAYS

1

"Is THE LEVEL NEEDED FOR A MODERATE, .
_ MIDDLE CLASS LIVING STANDARD WITH.NO -
FRILLS - - $14,300., , < . =~ . - .

- -

~
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" ‘THAT URBAN PUBLIC EDUCATION - ° |
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. -=- FEDERAL ECONOMISTS PREDICT. HIGH -

L)
-

' wUNEMPLOYMENT AND HIGH INFLATION K

‘e

RIGHT “THROUGH “T0, THE(END OF THE S
"ﬁ - ) DECADEU N o ll' -. ‘.‘\4‘:‘ ..” : "';

? .

. L

, EVEN WLTH “SucH” STARTLING STATISTPCS BY’VERNON~ o 2
JORDAN, MANY BLACK AMER1CANS STILL CLING To THE BELIEF ‘

- e

=== CAN AND SHOULD- RIGHT THESE WRONGS, ~ ‘
dem :CAN GET AMERICA ‘ROLLING AGAIN, AND - '

p———
. LY

- CAN CLOSE THE. GAP BETWEEN\HHAT T ST
'TELEVISION TELLS US, EVERY AMER}CAN L )

A -
C e | ,wANTs 'AND SHOULD HAVE, AND WHAT THEY o

! Y *, -

o

DO INDEED PURCﬁASE. . “

.-

¥ .

< YOU AND 1 KNOW THAT PUBLIC EDUCATION IS A
FOLLOWER, NOT A LEADER. PUBLIC EDUCATION CANNOT CORRECT THESE
WRONG S UNLES%IGOMMUNITY DEMANDS .AND NATIONAL POLICY SETS IF -

-

.
-
. . -

»gmaﬂmm. . o ' ‘ oo

ki
“

. /YOU AND 1 KNOW THAT WHAT IS MOST URGENT TODAY IS
“NOT %ETTER URBAN_ EDUCATION (ALTHOUGH BETTER URBAN SCHOOLING MUST
BE ACHIEVED) gUT A "NATIONAL cULL EMPLOYMENT POLICY IHAT GUARANTEESJ

I0 EVERY HLGH SCHOOL GRADUATE CAPABLE OF WORK, A DECENT JOB AT

ENT VAGE. L

. . 7
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“AECAUSE:

YOUTH ---
ARE GQANG
NHEN...‘;

'

BK TP

. WOMEN S RIGHTS.

N b . . "’ - " . .
°POLICEMEN, AND FIREMEN ARE BEING

&> -~ »

WE KNDW THIS REGARDLESS OF THE STATISTICS
v . Lo .

. .
- L4 h -
. .

-
) [ » - [

4

FURLOUGHED. e o !
CRIME IN JNNER- ~CITY IS OPPRESSIVE.
INFLATION IS.AT AN ALL- TIMEHTGH., "
MINORITY GAINS: ARE COSING OuT TO

. MANY. SCHOOLS ARE N TURMOIL. L

‘DRUGS - ARE RAMEANT.

e

MIDDLE-CLASS BLACKS AND WHITES
L N ) ," .
“TOGETHER ARE FLEEING TO THE

N
SUBURBS .

4
-z

'HOW. "IN THE WORLD DO THE POLICY‘MAKERS BELIEVE OUR.
THOSE NOT" ATHLETICALLY OR ACADEHICALLY SUPERHUMAN

TO, STAY IN URBAN SCi'00LS WITH THE OUTLOOK A“EAD

‘ -~

» v <
WE STYLL DON'T.KNOW HOW TO REACH AND TEACH
. . R . . . - '
YMOS?IINNERfCIJx;CHILDREN TO OFF-SET

_ SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.
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o T - . WE STILL<®ON 'T KNOW HOW TG PREPARE _
TEACHERS 10 RELATE AND/QEBAIE OUR R

Lo YOUTH WHO EIND. THE SYSTEM REPUGNANT.\ |
~——  WE STILL 'HAVE-FAILED IN PRICKING THE\"
o © AMERICAN CONSCIENCE TO. REALIZE THAT
, _"UNITED WE STAND" BUT "DIVIDED BY

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES HE;ALL FALL.. \

( ?“ . i ¢ 9 ' \ é
. L oA
1- 5 Tl CONTEND THIS 'MORNING. THAT OLR FUTURE SUCCESS WILL
DEPEND UPON THE FORMULATION OF. A NEW PQLICY. S0, WE ARE
ASSEHBLED HERE TODAY, 21 YEARS\AFTER«BROWN; TO' ANSWER.THE =~ . =
) .

‘-

’ QUESTION AS TO WHICH WAY SHALL WE: GO. ..
' . === SHALL WE. "RESOLVE" T0 REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS
C L T0 ACHIEVE " EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES

— e WHEN URBAN SCHOOL 'DISTRICT 'AFTER SCHOOL .
. DISTRICT IS BECOMING 90 PERCENT BLACK
i AND 10 PERCENI.WHITE? . -
‘ ':‘.t *e o« 2 e 4 * ... g l'
B ? L OR e v v - ’ [&
s ’ ’

2" SHALL WE "FORMULATE HERE AND Now A NEW
" pUBLIC POLICY CONSISTENT WITH THIS NEW

ERA OF CONSUMERISM, CON(RONTATION AND

w
) .

‘ CONCILIATION\

& ¥
— L

B
.t N * N
- " . .
. - 10
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e

et INAMERICAN LIFE.

\,f

-AS A I..AY MEMBER OF THE PRESIDENT S NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON MAI\POWER POLICY; I AM EXTQEMELY CONCERNED

- <
" ABOUT THEOARTICGLATION BETHEEN ONE'S EDUSATION AND ONE'S
JOBO/BETWEEN SCHOOLING AND WORKING, AND I”WANT THE URBAN
~LEAGUE -TO HELP DO SOMETHING ABOUT THAT® RELATIONSHIP WHICH
H1s Bg%OMING EVER WIDER DAY BY’ DAY. e
; \ " ALTHOUGH MY MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY‘IS THE SCHAOLING
PROCESS, IT WON'T WORK WITHOUT AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF, ATTENTION
JON MY’ PART, AND YOURS, GEARED TO_ ALL OF OUR- LIFE SPAN-
. | - o e
o SEQUENCES. ‘ o £ r\{
. . ,: w0 ) P
'AS WE- If THE EDOCATIQNAL ARENA CONJUGATE TODAY °
ON THE THEME oF ¢ ' JOBS, DOLLARS AND RACE” -WE SHOULD. ALWAYS
= 'KEEP IN MIND THAT, AMERICAN LIFE Is. DIVIDED RATHER RIGIDLY Tl
INTO FOUR LIFE SPANS: S -
..‘lv, : ‘% ‘. . rl_ ", ' . . ,,_ . . Z , .
Pt ( " === REARING T '
. \ ' J\‘r' " ' ¢ ! [N
By - === "SCHOOLING ~ ™ =~ ' ‘ T,
S s - . : ot L
* ‘. Lpe . == HORKING, AWND L
- -—- RETIRING L
o ." ’ . ". ’
"+ 17 AGE BREAKS IN THESE FOUR SPANS HAVE VARIED OVER

0UR 200 YEAR ‘HISTORY; BUT THEY REMAIN CLEARLY DISTINGUISHABLE
IT SEEMS IT'IS NOV TIME- "FOR THOSE OF US |

.
P . - .. ~
« . B
.. ~ N .-
s N R \ y .
- v - - . -
“ - » L)
¢ .




ASSEMBLED HERE TO CHART A NEW EDUCATION COURSE DURING
THIS LAST QUARTER OF THE 20TH CENTURY. A COURSE WHICH
'REOOGNIZES THAT MANY OF THE ACTORS OF TODAY TEND TO

| CONCENTRATE MOSTLY ON CONSUMERISM, CONFRONTATION; AND
- CORCILIAT ION, RATHER THAN EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES,

. > Lo® ; .
» ’ >

™ N & *
. . 'I-
.

.
hY - .
o

/

w

- . » s * A ’ ‘
I WOULD, THEREFORE, PROPOSE THAT WHAT'S REALLY.

NEEDED IN TERMS OF “RE ARINQ OR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

SEFUENCES IS A COMBINATION OF PRE- SCHOOLS AND NEW PROGRAMS
7

WITH EMPHASIS ON THE RESPONSIBIEITY OF PARENTING.
. "(- . . ] . ’n“

[

. ~THE EXPERIENCES OF THE FIRST FEW YEARS OF LIFE
DETERMINE _THE EXTENT To WHICH MOST. CHILDREN WILL BE ABLE  ~ .

# ey

- 70 PROFIT FROM AND ENJOY URBAN SCHOOLING AND FREEDOM OF
' -fOPedRTumgrY IN A FREE SOCIETY, '

’

N4

. T “AS U.S. COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION, TED BELL,

RECENTLY OBSERVED'

ol
’

”BEFORE CHILDREh REACH KINDERGARTEN
- MANY OF THEIR HABITS FOR LEARNING,

NPRIIGURISRSIE S S

ARE LARGELY ESTABLISHED CHARACTERISTICSk_M e 2

[

IS St e, s
PRI

s ‘ AND THEY ARE IMPRINTED MOST OFTEN BY. THE

PARENTS. " L ,
14 <

L , ' - - . -
. . " o \




ON ”PRE SCHOOLING . PROPOSE THE URBAN LEAGUE TAFE

ALONG WITH FDCUSING OUR ENERGY AND RESOURCES

rd
¢

‘THE LEAD IN BUILDING IVTO PARENTING FROM THE HOSPITAL

-

‘10 THE SCHOOL; A PARENT-WORK PROGRAM T0 BETTER ASSURE

THAT OUR CHILDREN, PARTICULARLY THE DISADVANTAGED; ARE

ACQUIRING THE BASIC SURVIVAL TOOLS NEEDED FOR THIS NEXT ’

CENTURY. - s

» ~

h
- o

SUCH A PROPOSAL HAS WITHIN IT AT LEAST THO

UNIQUE FEATURES: ',

RST: IT INVOLVES THE PARENTS MORE ..

 THAN EVER BEFORE-IN THE EDUCATIONAL
e REARING OF THEIR CHILDREN, RATHER: THAN !
. LEAVING THE MAJOR TASK TO PROFESSIONALS,
ALONE, AND INDEED, CQULD BECOME- A UNIQUE-

L SCHOOLING FOR THE PARENTS.
SECOND: IT PRESUPPOSES SOME TYPE OF
MONETARY INCENTIVE THAT IN MANY-INSTANCES
¥ COULD NOT ONLY  HAVE IMMEDIATE IMPACT UPON

WELFARE ROLLS, BUT IN THE LONG RUN COULD

CHART A NEW COURSE DIRECTION IN- TERMS

OF FULL EMPLOYMENT GOALS FOR THOSE PARENTS

~ WHO CAN T-FIND JOBS.

L4
~
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~>\_, EDUCATION: 1T IS BASED UPON FIVE PRINCIPLES THAT:

.
- ‘) = .2
: -
-~ .
- .

o h' 1 DON ‘T BELIEVE “THE URBAN" SCHOOLS CAN WAIT .

B

ANY LONGER TILL KINDERGARTEN TO BEGAN INTER-ACTING WITH
PARENTS AND-CHILDREN. '

b 1ve -
I

ﬂ S

m

i-

¢ . .

i

AS WE LOOK AT CHOOLING, OUR SECOND MAJOR LIFE

FOCUS, WE NEED TO REALIZE THAT THE VARIANCE BETWEEN ECHOOLING
AND EDUCATION HAS WIDENED, OUR EXPECTATIONS FOR CHILDREN AND,

YOUTH HAVE CHANGED,KAND NEGOTIATIONS OF THE PAST TEN YEARS

>

CALLS FOR A NEW APPROACH IF WE ARE TO ACHIEVE A BETTER
A RELATIDNSHIP BETWEEN SCHOOLING AND PREPARATION FOR ADULT

-

LIFE.

ted

— . . - a
¢,

THAT'S MHY WE HAVE PROPOSED, FOR THE COUNTRY TO

CONSIDER, THE MICHIGAN EDUCATION ACCOUNTABILITY MODEL .

WHICH 1S A NEW WAY OF THINKENG AND DOING THINGS IN

.
-~
- ’
- -
T

o~ SEPARATE EXPECTATIONS FROM TEXTBOOKS.

-—- " REQUIRE MEASURABLE PERFORMANCE
+ *+ OBJECTIVES. ‘

———

) B w 7
”»
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B .
PLACES EMPHASIS UPON STUDENT a

NEEDS APPLIED AGAINST SPECIFIC

v

CPITERIA.

ASSUMES CHANGE TAKES PLACE IN

>

SCHOOL BUILDINGS RATHER THAN IN

°SCHOOL DISTRICTS, AND- .

*" ABOVE ALL ELSE, ENCOURAGES A

MEETING OF THE NEEDS" OF THE LOHER

" ONE-FIFTH.

- IT 1S

v . 5y =

A PHIL-OSOPHY:

WHICH ASSUMES EVERY SlUDENT CAN ‘
SUCCEED IN THE SCHOOL, AND CHALLENGES
SCHOOL BOARDS AND EDUCATORS TO SEE -
-THAT IT HAPPENS . o - :E;,

rd

3

" WHICH SHIFTS EFFECTIVENESS FROM .

INPUTS TO UUTPUTS, AND chLLs UPON
.'SCHOOL BOARDS AND EDUCATORS ,TO ASK

. THE RIGHT QUESTIONS AND GET THE

-

APPROPRIATE ANSNERS. o
T, o .

-
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WHICH HOLDS EVERYONE INVOLVED
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE PRODUCT AS .
WELL AS THE PROCESS, INCLUDING
THE POLICYMAKLNG SCHOOL BOARDS,'
THE EDUCATORS, THE PARENTS AND
THE STUDENTS.

.
.

’ ' C i ~~
¥ ) . / q { ..
) THE ROLE bF THE URBAN "SCHGOL IN THIS LAST-QUARTER“'

oF THE 20TH CENTURY IS'TO PROVIDE ITS STUDENTS WITH TRAINING,
EDUCATIVE, CELEBRAT.IVE AND EVEN REMORSEFUL EXPERIENCES IN
:ORDER THAT THEY MAY ENJOY AND APFRECIATE A.MORE FULFIQ@ING

aw -

ADULT LIEE. o o T T

-
¢

EVEN THOUGH THE FUNCTIONS ASSIGNED TO SCHOOLS \

CONTINUE TO BE -THE FIVE BASIC FUNCTIONS WHICH HAVE EXISTED

LY

For 200 YEARS'

’-cuéToDY,f
SOCIALIZATION o ,
, (EXPLAINED VERBALLY)
SELECTION . - '
INSTRUCTION;

PLACEMENT :
18-

16




WE MUST REALIZE THAT PERFORMING THESE
IN A POLITICAL SENSE,

UN ROW LIKE

JONS HAS CHANGED DRAST ICALLY-
To REALIZE THAT SCHOOLS CAN NOT' BE R
N TEN YEARS AGO, LET ALONE 25 YEARS ‘AGO.

o

FUNCT
JE'VE GOT
THEY VIERE RUN EVE

<
4

PUBLIC EDUCATION AS WE. KNOW IT-WILL DRIFT ‘BY

HE "BYE" IF ME AREN T ATTUNED 70 THE TIMES. 1 WOULD,

IHEREEORE, PRO
LEAD IN DRAMATIZING THE NEED FOR

POSE ALSO THAT THE_URBAN LEAGUE TAKE THE
A SHIFT FROM EDUCATQ_ N

ORGANIZATIONAL OBJECTIVES.

n PERSONAL PREFERENCE TO SCHOOLING

-

SCHOOLING MUST'BECOME, IN. PRACTICE AS WELL AS IN

RT OF THE LIFE SEQUENCE, - NOT A

PRINCIPLE, AN INTEGRAL PA
EW, BUT FOR ALL WHO«WANT

PART FROM IT, NOT FOR ‘A SELECTED F

T0 PARTICIPATE IN THE GOOD LIFE. THERE IS A DIRECT

DOLLARS AND RACE AND THE PLIGHT - .

CORRELATION BETWEEN JOBS;
’QF,THE URBAN SCHOOL SYSTEM.

il
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IN THIS REGARD, IT IS NOW BECOMING ABUNDANTLY

CLEAR THAT A MAJOR ADJUSTHENT IN OUR \ORKING OPPORTUNITIES’
N SCHOOLING IS~ TO REMAIN

-

IS GOING TO HAVE TO TAKE PLACE IF URBA

~
-

3
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* ’ "

A VIABLE BART OF QUR AMERICAN TRADITION. T REACH. THIS

- RATHER PESSIMISTIC' CONCLUSION AS A.RESULT OF OUR RAPIDLY
ACCELERATING TECHNOLOCICAL AND SCIENTIFLC ADVANCES AS ;
COMPARED 0 OUR SLOWLY CHANGING SCHOOLING PROCESS. o

FOR IF WE _BECOME COMMITTED TO A NEW COURSE OF
DIRECTION, WHICH 1 SHALL LABEL "CAREER EDUCATION’ AND.
IF - WE CONTINUE TO RELY UPON oUR "FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM” -
TO PRODUCE JOB OPPORTUNITIES, THIS COUNTRY WILL BE HEADED
" FOR 4 MAJOR SOCIAL .EXPLOSION BEFORE THE' "END OF THIS
CENTURY. FOR AS gAMEs 0'TOOLE RECENTLY OBSERVED:
" p PORTENTOUS SOCIAL PATTERN IS BEGINNING , k
- TO EMERGE IN RANY INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS',
IN SOCIALIST AND GAP LTALIST ECONOMIES N
ALIKE, INCREASING NUMBERS OF. HIGHLY e
QUALIFIED wORKERs WHICH- ARE UNABLE TO R
FIND JOBS THAT REQUIRE THEIR SKILLS AND ’

w7 CTRAINING " - -

- ‘ N N - ’ . -7 -
. .

-, ©  THIS PROBLEM CAN*BE EASILY TRACED BACK T0 THE

SCHOOL, FOR WHEN SCHOOLS PERFORMED THEIR FUNCTION AS_ SELECTOR;

SCREENER AND SORTER, THE SYSTEM WAS COMPATIBLE, BUT WHEN-SCHOQLS
JURNED ANAY, FOLLONINO f95q FROM BEING THE" INSTRUMENTS
OF STRATIFICATION 7O BEING GREATER SOCIAL EQUALIZERS, HOPE

WAS GIVEN THE BLACK, LATINOS, NATIVE AMERICAN, THE FEMALE, AND, .-

- . ~—
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e HUMAN ENDEAVOR, YET UNTESTED IN THE FREE HORLD MARKET PLACE

I
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.
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THE HANDICAPPED,-HITH NO APPARFNT CHANGE IN OUR NATIONAL. - C e

UNTIL NOW.

POLICY OF JOB GENERATION.

\
i

b

THIS RATHER UNRECOGNIZED PHEN@MENON IS NEW IN ° Fo T

£ *

I~

AS 0 TOOLE HAS STATED . o

!

-

P

i

LY

WHAT IS NEW IN HISTORY IS THAT .

\\\\ , A VERY REAL POSSIBILITY OF A MASSIVE ‘BUILD=UP . . O
. \ ’

" THE MASSES’ ARE NOW ALMOST As WELL
EDUCATED AS.THE ELITE,

i . - R o
=== NEW FORMS OF CLASS POLARIZATION
. o ARE NOW EMERSING WHICH AFFLICT
a - “"EVEN THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES.

SOCIETY'S REFLEX RESPONSE TO SUCH
e PROBLEMS HAS BEEN To LAY HEAVIER
_STRESS ON THE VALUE OF EDUCATIONAL

CREDENTIALS. .

& .
4 o,
. - e

2" 'AS IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT.EDUCATION

NILL NOT PAY OFF AS PROMISED,. THERE IS

\T\ . OF DISILLUSIOAMENT AND A SENSE OF BETRAYAL o
.o AMONG THOSE STUCK WITH A "BAD INVESTMENT~

1]
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--=  THEN THE IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS oag't'
*SCHOOLING FOR' SELF- DEVELOPMENT,

>

LEISURE; FAMILY; AND CITIZENSHIP~ R

WILL ALSO' BE IMPERILED,

o

"S- . ADDED-TO THIS IS THE FACT THAT WORK

5 B : ~ HAS PURELY INSIRUMENTAL FOR THE GREAT

% B MAJORITY OF WHITE HOMEN §+* AND NOT
o A PRIMARY 'SOURCE OF IDENTITY AS T

" . WAS'FOR MEN. TODAY, HOWEVER, A GROWING:

NUMBER OF WOMEN'WANT AND EXPECT THE

3 éAME PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOGIAL REWARDS
e .. FROM WORK THAT MEN RECEIVE — A SENSE

- P OF IDENTITY, SELF- ESTEEM, AND MNSTERY

: " (IN ADDITION, OF COURSE, TO.BEING PAID

'f/f’””/" _AS MUCH AS MEN FOR THE SAME VORK) ., o

>

OUR FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM CAN NOT ABSORB ALL OF

LY

THESE COMPETING FORCES IN THE FORSEEABLE FUTURE UNDER THE

o

‘BANNER OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAL.EXPERIENCES.

APPARENTLY, soclo- ECONOMPC SECURITY IS NO LONGER
'46ROUNDED IN BUSING OR COLLEGE DEGREES. IT IS GROUNDED IN
JOBS AND 'JOB OPPORTUNITIES. WORKING IS THE LONGEST OF OUR
FOUR LIFE “SPAMNS, AND WILL STﬂLL BE, BY'A PRETTY GOOD MARGIN,
EVEN 1F .MANDATORY RETIREMENT WERE REDUCED FROM AGE 65 TO AGE
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. BUT GROUNDED IN OUR COMMITHENT TO GREATER EMPLOYMENT®

T iy g . A ¢ s o e e b S S - . - N P

IN. SOHE WAY, WE NEED A NEW DECLARATION OF

]NDEPENDENCE, NOT CROUNDED IN OUR SOVEREIGNTY AS A NATION;

L

’

OPPORTUNITIES AND NO MORE AN IMPORTANT ISSUE FACES OUR

GOVERNMENT. .THE_FEDERAL " GOVERNMENT MUST ACT FOREEFUALY*

|
ANDIQUICKLY»IN THIS REGARD, IF THESE THO MAJOR DICHOTOMIES
(EQUAL\EDUCATIONAL OPPORQUNITIES AND FREE ENTERPRISE) ARE

TO,BE BROUGHT BACK 1IN LINE FOR“THE SURVIVAL OF URBAN

EDUCATION.

.
o e

-1, "BRINGING BACK INTO LINE THE R EATIONSHIP ’

BETWEEN SCHOOLING AND WORKING WILL RESOLVE MANY OF%THE

:‘ PRESENT SOCIAL, RACIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES WHICH ABOUND.-

" Q’}.‘

(f(c

: BESIDES; E)TABIISHMENT OF YOUTH EMPLOYMENT . c
OPPORTUNITIES WHILE IN oCHOOL AND JOBS FOR SUCCESSFUL
SCHOOL COMPhETERS; 1 WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT UNDER THE -

LEADERSHIP OF THE URBAN LEAGUE, WE NEED TO 'EMBARK - UPON A

NEW PROGRAM MARRIAGE BETHEEN SCPOOLINC AND WORKING; PATTERNED

AFTER EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN OBTAININGeAN OPERATING

L]CEng AND DRIVING: A‘CAR."

~

i . { R

JUST AS EVERY THREE YEARS WE HAVE TO BE CHECKED

{

OUT IN ORDER TO. VALIDATE OUR ABILITY TO DRIVE, I BELIEVE; {. Lﬂ'

WE SHOULD REQUIRE OUR WORKING FORCE AND THOSE ON SUBSISTENCE !

> b] ~

e - - - . t 1
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TO BE CHECKED OUT. EVERY THREE YEARS ON THEIR KNONLEDGE'

AND EDUCATIONNL.PERFORMANCE IN RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR .o

NORKING. NHERE ONE S KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ATTRIBUTES
ARE SHORT OF THE MARK, AN ADULT CQNTINUING EDUCATION

- SEQUENCE SLOULD BE PROVIDED IN COOPERATION WITH EMPLOYERS

"; T0 EQUIP SUCH VORKERS WITH THE NEW KNOHLEDGE, SKILLS AND

.ATTRIBUTES NEEDED» NO LOSS OF INCOME OR SUBSISTENCE CHECKS

WOULD BE INTENDED OR WOULD RESULT WHILE IN THIS RETRAINING, -

, BUT'RETRAINING WNouLD BE REQUIRED TO STAY-EMPLOYED. SUCH
A ﬂOVE COULD NASTLY IMPROVE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
SC JOOLING AND NORKING, AND GIVE OUR URBAN SCHOOLS A. NEN

SHOT OF AD%ENALIN IN THE NAME OF "LIFE LONG LEARNING.

N L4

N . .
2 . iy >

IV . “. . : ..a

-

- MANY OF Us DON'T- PLAN FOR THE ETIRIE YEARS,
BUT THE FACT 18 THAT MORE AND MORE OF US WILL BE ALIVE
TO’PARTICIPATE IN THE RETIREMENT SPAN OF LIFE. ‘

4

-

THERE IS A NEED TO RELATE LIFE LON@ LEARNING

- TO RETIREMENT; IN ADDITION TO ADEQUATELY FINANCING THE

RETIREMENT YEARS, AGE b2 1s NO‘LONGER A LONG WAY OFF
™~ - . I

FOR MANY'OF US, IN 25 YEARS OMNE'S WAY OF LIEE CAN. BE,

.

<y ee—ges



"\'.j".] S RV
COMPLETELY ALTERED, AND THOSE OF us IN THE SCHOOLING BUSINESS .
MUST HAVE PERSPECTIVES IN THIS REGARO.- AS wE LOOR~TOHARD THE
YEAR 2000 A.Dy " JUST & SHORT.25 YEARS FROM NOW, LOOK BACK
wITH ME To 1950, JUST FOUR YEARS BEFORE THE HISTORIC SUPREME

-

COURT DECISION AND" THINK QF THE IMPACT, RS

IS

. | \\

s

FOR THE RECORD:
- THERE WAS NO COMMERCIAL TELEVISION IN 1959,

o ’!' - ITHERE WERE NO TRIPS TO THE MOQN. . _

== THERE HERE NO MCDONALD HAMBURGER .STANDS. -
. === THERE wERE NO. SUPER MARKETS AS WE KNOW

THE TODAY.. - S - Fo
-<-  THERE WERE’ NO COMMERCIAL JET' AIRPLANES.
— THLRE WERE: NO HAND- CARRIED ELECTRONIC

*

1 - ‘

TAPE RECOROERs. & .

Ao
. -

I—f-: THERE WAS NO COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY. AR

A
PN

f---‘:THERE WERE NO' CREDIT CARDS, AND -
—-=  SUPER HIGHHAYS WERE ENGINEER NG DESIGNS

A}

- STPLL ON THE DRAWING BOARDS.‘ ct
+ === SUCH A MEETING LIKE THrs ONE COULDN ‘T EVEN .
"BE HELD IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AND MARTIN LUTHER

P

L -

. i KING WAS UNKNOWN..‘ . “
PR : I

e To@

THE CHANGES IN THE NEXT 25 YEARS WLk UNDOUBTEDLY

HAVE EVEN.A GREATER IMPACT .UPON- OUR LIVES.

z 1
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T BECAUSE d% THE MAJOR STRESS q

MOST PEOPLE IN THIS LAST QUARTER OF TH%

EDUCATION; IN TERHS OF ONE é SCHOOLING

'OUR EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
THAT DREAM, =

F BUYING POWER, FOR
-20TH CENTURY,
IS NO LONGER, AN -

TO HELP THEM REACH

END GOA{? IN AND OF ITSELF, AS IT ONCE WAS\ FOR MOST™
' AMERICANS, IT 1S NOW-JUST A MEANS TO AT AINMENT OF THE )
' AMERICAN DREAM. o x | A ' ;
. L. . ?E o | '
= | THAT AMERICAN DREAM, I BELIEVE, IS WHAT EVERY FAMILY ’
IR B HOPES FOR IN ToDAY'S CLIMATE,-WHI@H'PS[BASIFACLY ECONOMIC
. SECURITY, FURTHER!TRANSLATED INTO: ah * ,
. l . R
of S ) EDUCATION FOR OFFCPégNG(S)..; S T
' 2.. A GOOD JOB FOR" THE BREADHINNER(S). ) |
g . - 3. A G0OD HOUSE FOR THE FAM Ly, ) _
k i, A BASIC HEALTH INSURANCE AGAIst”ILLINESS. '
[ - - 5. AN OPPORTUNITY To PARTIC PATE AS A . -
o T S CJTI%FN IN OUR DEMOCRATIC WAY OF LIFE.
| AND, - - -] N . )
R 6. A CHANCE TO ENJOY SOME CEISURE,%IRE S
- ~ ACTIVITIES, AND TO WORSH|P “AS ONE
SR :PLEAJES3° ' ‘
' -~ . a B T \ * , Y r . 1 & :
' o FARMLY BELIEVE, RIGHT‘OR WRONG, THAT WHAT .THE _7s
MAJoRITY OF THE AHERTCAN PEOPLE WANT, &EGARDLESS OF THEIR \
" RACE, GEGGRAPHIC 'LOCATION OR. SOC10- ECOLOMIC STATUS ARE
. THESE BASIC) ‘TANGIBLE, THINGS IN LIFE, LND THEY LOOK TO .
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S AS -WE MOVE INTO THE NEXT TWO HUNDRED YEARS,
-
"WE NEED A REDEDICATION AND&A REAFFIRMATION TO THOSEf

"\

B DEMOCRATIC IDEALS AND GOALS THAT ARE STILL THE ENVY OF
THE WORLD. I THINK WE CAN BE SUCCESSFUL, IN FACT, WE ’
S MUST SUCCEED IN URBAN SCHOOLS. BUT, THERE IS LN THIS
, NEH ERA OF° CONSUMERISM, CONFRONTATION AND CONCILIATION
MUCH APPREHENSION. FOR IT's NOT LIKELY THE STSTEH CAN ’° .
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE’EQUAL ITY TO BLACKS, EQULI_ Y.TO WOMEN T '. r .
AND EDUCATION TO THE HANDICAPPED, WITHOUT SOME MAJOR . : ]

.3

o
»

REORDERING OF AMERICAN PUBLIC POLICY.

k3

- IN SUMMARY; I AM CALLING UPON EACH OF;YOU AND

LY LEEEN

" THE NATIONAL URBAN- LEAGUE To REFOCUS OUR LEADERSHIP IN
”FOUR“}SPECIFIC AREAs OF URBAN EDUEATION:

¥ ®

e - FIRST, TOWARD "PARENTING" AS AN . &
] '"EXTENSION 'OF THE PRE SCHOOL MOVEMENT. o

1® R ‘_f—%;.SECOND, TOWARD A SHIFT FROM EDUCATOR S
.. PERSONAL PREFERENCE To "$CHOOLING ‘

‘ OBJECTIVES. L s

. - . -

---  THIRD, TOWARD MOVING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
FORWARD IN ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE

. "FULL EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM” THAT BETTER
: o RELATES SCHOOLING T0 WORKING. .

27 - - . ” .
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s . , ‘"

g e FOURTH, TOWARD RELATING URBAN EﬁUCATION“ N

TO THE PROCESS OF LIFE "LONG LEARNING "

: n
4.

- %

SUCH A REFOCUS COULD SIGNIFICANTLY RESTORE THE

) QUALITY OF URBAN- EDUCATION IN OUR PLURALISTIC SOCIETY IN

-

" TH1S HEW ERA OF CONSUMERISM, CONFRONTATION AND

L

. ] g
CONCILIATION, - f

THE CHALLENGE BEFORE US IS ANESOME, FOR TO
E THE WORDS OF PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO

PARAPHRAS
ROOSEVELT: - THE TEST OF OUR SUCCESS IN URBAN SCHOOLS o
WILL NOT BE OUR ADDING MORE TO THE ABUNDANCE OF THOSE -

S WHo ALREADY HAVE MUCH; IT- WILL BE WHETHER OR NOT WE

PROVIDE ENOUGH FOR THOSE WHO BRING TO US T0O LITTLE.

N . ) o
— ’ j 1
-

THANK YQU FOR YOUR KIND INDULGENCE. .

S < C .

- . " .
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