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JOBS,. DOLLARS AND RACE fROM AN EDUCATOR'S PERSPECTIVE

URBAN EDUCATION IN A PLURALISTIC SOCIETY.

J

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

0

MY MESSAGE THIS,MORNING IS SIMPLE, ,BUT ITS

RAMIFICATIONS HAVE ENORMOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR tOCIAL

'PLANNERS SUCH AS OURSELVES,

NEW AND DIFFERENT WAY' OF THINKING AND REACTING TO PUBLIC

EDUCATION AT ALL LEVELS, WE'RE IN THE NEW ERA OF

CONSUMERISM, CONFRONTATION AND CONCILIATION, 'WHAT r WANT

TO DO THIS MORNING IS PLACE VRBAN PUBLIC SCHOOLING WITHIN

THE CONTEXT OF AMERICA, 1975,

THAT MESSAGE IS THAT 1975 USHERED IN .A
0-

0,

WHETHER YOU-WANT TO ACCEPT IT OR Not, WE'VE MOVED

OUT OF THE ERA OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES, USHERED'

6INDURING 1954, AND FEW OF US YET COMPREHEND THIS.FACT DF

LIFE,

ALONG WITH MANY OF YOU, AM DESPONDENT OVER THIS

FACT, PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE THE..GOAL WE SOUGUTIN .THE 'NAME OF

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES, THAT BEING AN "INTEGRATED

SCHOOLING" FOR BLACK AND WHITE AMERICANS WAS, AND STILL IS

LAUDABLE, AND,I CONTINUE TO SUPPORT IT, BUT REALITY fS'REALITY.

yy
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If IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY IMPRACTICAL TO

PURSUE THAT. GOAL IN OUR MEGALOPOLIS, WHERE 90 PERCENT

OF BLACKS RESIDE, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF LOGISTICS, BUT

MORE IMPORTANTLY, BECAUSE OF CHANGING ATTITUDES, COMPETING

FORCES, AN' RAPIDLY CHANGING CLASS STRUCTURES.

-AMERICA BEGO TYS.SOCIAL EXPERIMENT JUST 200

YEARS AGO THIS MONTH, WITH EDUCATION OR SCHOOLING NOT

BEING A PRINCIPLE COMPONENT, AND BLACKS NOT BEING PART

OF THE PROCESS. FOR'NEARLY1.00YEARS, FROM:1776'TO

104, T,H LITTLE RED ,SCHOOL HOUSE HELD SWAY ON;A PREMISE

OF INITIATIVE, INDIVIDUALISM', ANDIDENTITY FOR WHITE'S

ONLY.

IN 1874, ENLIGHTENED MICHIGAN JURIST SET THE

STAGE FOR 80'YEARS OF SCHOOLING BASED UPON A SYSTEM OF

SORTING,' SCREENING -AND SELECTING. A SYSTEM UNPARALLED

ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD FOLLOWED ON THE HEELS OF THIS.

DECISION. A SYSTEM WHEREIN:.:/

JDUR TEACHERS WERE TRAINED BY...

COLLEGES TO TEACH THE'THREE

S'S. (SORTING; SCREENING AND.SELECTIND

lob

,
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1 2. 'IOUR.TEXTBOOK
PUBLISHERS SOLD

',THEIR BOOKS IN TERMS OF THE

THREE S'S.*

3. OUR GRADE .CARDS WERE DESIGNED:TO

Q PERPETUATE THE-THREE S'S:'
:. .

,

OUR TESTING OF CHILDREN WAS
.

o .

' DICTED UPON THIS SAME PRINCIPLE,

1 Afar.'
II. a

.
N 5.OURSCHOOLS WERE MANAGED ACCORDING

TO THIS PREMISE WITH TIME AND'

STANDARDIZING OF CLASSROOMHINSTRUCTION,

BEING THE CONTROLLING FACTOR OF.S"TUDENT

LEARNING AND,PERRORMANCE.,
\

THESE 5 SACRED COWS STILL SURVIVEI MANY URBAN

PUBLTCHOOLSi,
SOME OF US AND MANY IN THIS ROOM HAVE BEEN

ABOUT THE BUSINESS OF
ATTACKING EACH OF THE ABOVE 5 "SACRED

IP"

COWS" SINCE THE. ADVENT OF THE U. S.SUPOME COURT DECISION Or

1954, WHICH.IN MY OPINION, WENT FURTHER THAN DISMANTLING
4

THE "SEPARATE BUTIEQUACDOCTRINE.",

,

THAT D'ECISION, IN MY OPINIONI.SET THE NATION ON .A

NEW COURSE oF PUBLIC EDUCATION- POLICY, WHICECCAN4E CHARACTERIZED

a- AS EQUAL EDUCATIONACEXPERIENCES,-THE
THREE UO;
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WITH THE IMPETUS OF. THI S.:DEC ISION, iiE \AS SOCIAL

PLANNERS HAVE, ,IN THIS THIRD QUAR/TER OF` THE, 20TH CENTURY) .,

.

PARTICIPATED IN, SUCH' OTABLE VE,NTURES IN THE NAME OF EQUAL

... .

EDUCATIONAL' EXPERLENCiE" AS: / / . .. .. \ .,

DESEGREGATION
t (1950

TITLE I (1965) ,-

STATE STUDENT ASSESSMENT (1969)

,

FR'E TEiCTBc00iS
(1970)

ACCOUNTAB I'L.4TY . (1971).

INDIAN EDUCATION-
(1973)

'BILINGUAL

JITLEOX ON SEX DISCRIMINATION (1975)

(19714) AND SOME ASPECTS OF

I MUST SADLY STATE THIS MORNING THAT THE SHORT/'
ERA OF "EQUAL EDUCATIONAL

EXPERIENCE ", IN CO thRAST-.TO THE

LONG-STANDING TWO ERAS OF "COMPETITIVE PRA / I LEGE" IS DRAWING-.
TO AN ABRUPT /CLOSE, UNLESS AN IMMEDIATE r,CHANGE OF DIRECTION'

jEAMERICAN PUBLIC POLICY EMERGE.5, AS EMERGED IN' 1954,
/ 4

/

WHY?
LETrS TAKE A LOOK...

URBAN INADEQUATE FINANCING SINCE .1950;

RESEGREGATfoN SINCE 1954;

TEACHER NEGOTIATIONS ONLY SINCE 1965;'

SKY .ROCKETING COST SINCE, 1968;

6
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'ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY CONStRAINTS,SINcE 1969).

DECLOUNG-ENROLLMENT-ONLY SINCE'197W'

AGE OF MAJORITY SINCE 1971;

JOB OPPORTUNITIES DECLINING SINCE 1972;
r.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS SINCE1974.

A

YOU`` CAN'T HAVE EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES WHILE.,
.

SO MANY COMPETING SOCIAL FORCES ABOUND, GIVEN OUREXISTING

PUBLIC itLIt`O MUST CONCLUDE THAT OUR NEW COURSE ,"BOILS

.DOWN TO HE OR SHE WHO GETS THE VOTES GETS 'THE BREAD.."

ALTHOUGH ITS STILL TOUGH BEING A MINORITY, ,ITS

BECOMING CLEAR THAT No LONGER' IS 'IT ONLY A MATTER OF WHETHER;*

YOU'RE BLACK OR WHITE ASOMJJCH,AS IT IS WHETHER YOOHAVE THE

.RIGHT CONNECTIONS AND INFLUENCES. ,

IT IS NOT ONLY A WHOLE NEW BALL GAME, BUT 'MAN/ OF

U DON'T EVEN KNOW fiHE.RULES BY WHICH-TH GAME'iS BEING

PLA ED IN THIS YEAR OP-,1975.

WITHOUT -ADDRESSING FORTHRrGHTLY,THTISSUES OE THE

DAY, WE CAN ,EXPECT 'GENERATION-AFTER GENERATION' .OF OUR YOUTH,

EYE - BALLED TO .THE T.V.. SOAP OPERAS IN THE DAYTIME AND SOME

THEO-SEEKING DRUG RELATED>EXPERIENCES IN THE EVENfNG, UNLESS

THE EVER-WIDENING GAP BETWEEN URBAN SCHOOLLNG,-EDOCATION AND

THE WORLD OF WORK IS CLOSED CONSIDERABLY.,.

5
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WE; THE: ARCHITECTS OF THE PROPOSALS PUT FORTH

IN THE PAST 21 YEARS TO ACHIEVE THE Qom_ OF EQUAL EDUCAiiONAL

EXPERIENCES, ARE IN ONE SENSE; THE PERPETRATORS OF THE DEMI SE

OK THE GOAL, FOR iN OUR SOCIAL PLANNING':

444 M.

.

:AMERICA DISMANTLED ITS' DUAL, SYSTEM

OF SCHOOLS,.

ATHLETIC BLACKS WERE ASSIMILATED ON

:Atipuss AT:ALABAOA AND NORTH CAROLINA

STATE RATHER THAN MI CHI GAN 'STATE 'AND

4

4 GikAMBL ING COLLEGE.

BUSINESS OPENED ITS ARMS JUST WIDE

ENOUGH. TO ABSORB OUR TALENTED FEW IN

THE NAME OF FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES

AND, REALTORS SOON: MAU, ZED THAT THERE

WAS. 'A PROFIT IN OPEN' 41011S-ING AS WELL AS

41w

IN BLOCK BUSTING.
4

NO .DOUBT ABOUT It; SOME 'OF -US ARE BETTER OFF'

BECAUSE, OF IT, BUT'THE UNFORTUNATE FACT IS, THE MASSES ARE

WORSE OFF, NOW , IN MANY .RESPECTS THAN IN 1954, AND THIS IS

I.

SADLY TRUE FM" URBiN. PUBLIC SCHOOLS

. p

,.

6
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VERNON.JORDAN OUR YQUNG DYNAMIC LEADER, 'IRAS

REMINDED US THAT '"THEREIS140QUESTION BUT, THAT-AMTIcA.°

IS IN DEEP CRISISIO6AYA1-.2
- -

Ps t
,

'ONE OUT OF EVERY FOUR BI.,ACK-WORKERS

UNEMPLOYED.

HALF OF ALL BLACK TEENAGER'S ARE

OUT OF WORK.

THE MAJORITY OF THE BLACK JOBLESS

eat AIM Oga

Map 40. sea

,ARE INELIVBLE FOR ANY'XIND, OF

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS,

,BLACK LABOWFORCE PARTICIPATION HAS

BEEN DECLINING FOR YEARS, JNDICATING

THAT LACK OF OPPORTUNITY AND TRAINING

IS KEEPING LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE

EVEN FROM LODKING FOR WORK,

AS MANY BLACKS ARE OUT OF WORK TODAY,

AS-IN THE DAYS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION

QF THE 1930'S.

THE .tYpfcAL BLACK FAMILY EARNS ABOUT

HALF OF WHAT THE GOVERNMENT ITSELF SAYS

IS THE LEVEL NEEDED FoR'A MODERATE,.

MIDDLE CLASS LIVING STANDARD WITH .NO

FRILLS $14,300,

' 1,

9
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. 8, . j
FEDERAL -ECONOMISTS PREDICT. HIGH .

' rUNEMPLOYMENT AND .HIGH-INFLATION
. .

RIGHT THROUGH TO THE (END. OF THE

DgCAnE ,.

P

k t°

EVEN WITH SUCH STARTLING STATSTI-CS Br -VERNON,

JORDAN' MANY BLACK:AMERICANS STILL CLING' f0 THE Ban EF

'THAT URBAN PUBLIC EDUCATION -

e

. 4.!

YOU AND I KNOW THAT,PUBLIC EDUCATION IS A

IND w

1111. 10. owe.

CAN AND SHOULD- RIGHT THESE

tAN.GET AMERICA ROLLING 'AGAIN, AND
,

CAN CLOSE THE. GAP BETWEEN WHAT,
c

-7
4?

TELEVISION TELLS US. ,EVERY AMERICAN
.

.

WANTS AND SHOULD HAVE.' AND WHAT THEY
,

DO INDEED PURCHASE:

0

FOLLOWER, NOT A LEADER, PUBLIC EDUCATION CANNOT CORRECT.THESE

WRONGS UNLES5ItCOMUNITY DEMANDS ,AND NATIONAL POLICY SETS THE
, L

. DIRECTION.
,

,.

0
.. . .

.. .

'YOU AND I .KNOW THAT WHAT IS MOST 'URGE* TODAY IS

`"NOT ETT ER . URBAN, EDUCATION (ALTHOUGH BETTER URBAN SCHOOL INd MUST

A .

BE ACHIEVEID ,gUT A NATION-AL FULL EMPLOYMENT POLICY THAT GUARANTEES,
..,, ,

. .-

TO EVERY HLGH SCHOOL GRADUATE CAPABLE OF WORK, 'DECENT JOB AT

A DECENT WAGE,

7
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laECAUSE:

WE KNOW THIS REGARDLESS OF THE STATISTICS

.

.11 oM11.

1, OOP

ONO

%.* , . 4 4

'POLICEMEN, AND FIREMEN ARE BEING

FURLOUGHED. .
1

CRIME "IN ,ONERCIT' IS OPPRESSIVE.

INFLATION IS A3 AN ALLTIME,JTIGH.
I

MINORITY GAINSRE C'OSING OUT TO

WOMEN'S RIGHTS.

.MANY SCHOOLS ARE TURMOIL.

TBUGS.ARE RAMPANT.

MIDDLECLASS BLACKS AND WHITES

'TOGETHER ARE FLEEING TO' THE

SUBURBS.
ri

. "

A

.10W-L-1 THE WORLD DO THE POLICYMAKERS BELIEVE OUR.

YOUTH THOSE NOT ATHLETICALLY OR ACADEMICALLY SUPERHUMAN'7--

ARE TO,STAY IN URBAN SU6OLS WITH THE OUTLOOK AHEAD

.WHEN...

ti

/

WEST LL DON'' 4KNOW HOW TO REACH AND TEACH
4 _

1110S. INNERICITY;CHILDREN TO OFFSET

SOCIO.ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.

V
4"

1 1

9
#

a
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,

WE STILLIOON'T KNOW HOW T6 PREPARE

..TEACHERS TO RELATE AND
/

DEBATE OUR

YOUTH WHO F,IND.THE SYSTEM REPUGNANT'
:

WE STILL HAVE FAILED"IN PRICKING

0

AMERICAN CONSCIENCE TO.RFkcIZE THAT

3

NJTED WE STAND" BUT "DIVIDED BY

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES WkAll fALL.

4

I

.

CONTENT? THIS MORNING. THAT' OUR FUTURE SUCCESS WILL

,

.DEOEND IRON THE FORMULATION OF A NEW PQ.LICY. SO; WE ARE

ASSEMBLED HERE TODAY, 21 YEARSTERIBROWN;TO.ANSWEli.THE

a

a

QUESTION AS TO. WHICH WAY SHALL VE\GO'''

SHALL WE ."RESOLVE" TO REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS

.
.......

./ TO ACHIEVE "EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES"
. , e

WHEN URBAN SCHOOL'DISTRICTAFTER SCHOOL ';

DISTRICT'IS BtCOMING'90 PERCENT BLACK

AND 10 PERCENT WHITE? - /

I Imp amp

a

,
OR

t

SHALL WE "FORMULATE HERE AND NOW A NEW

PUBLIC POLICY'CONSISTENT WITH THIS NEW

ERA OF CONSUMERISM, CONfR6NTATION,AND

CON.CILIATIM" .

12
10-
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-AS.A LAY MEMBEROF THE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL

COMMISSION ON ,MANPOWER POLICY; I AM EXTREMELY CONCERNED
q

0

ABOUT THE, ARTICULATION BETWEEN, :ONE'S EDIA.CATION AND ONE'S

.40B,
/

BETWEEN SCHOOLING AND WORKING, AND PW,ANT THE URBAN
r

-.LEAGUE.TO HELP DO SOMETHING ABOUT THATIRELATIONSHIP WHICH

is MING EVER WIDER DAY BY' DAY,,et:

ALTHOUGH MY MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY IS THE SCHOOLING

PROCESS, IT WON'T WORK WITHOUT AN EQUAL AMOUNT 01,, ATTENTION
-, \-

" -

ON MY'PARI
a

AND YOURS, GEARED TO ALL OF OUR. LIFE SPAN-

SEQUE:NCES:
,. ,\.

AS WE-IN THE, EDbCATIOAL ARENA CONJUGATE- TODAY

00HcE THEME OF "JOBS, DOLLARS AND RACE" -WE SHOULD. ALWAYS

'KEEP IN MIND THAT AMERICAN LIFEIS.DIVIDED FATHER RIGIDLY

INTO FOUR LIFE SPANS:
r.

ti

0 r
6

REARING

jSCHOOLING

MIORKING, AND

RETIRING

Va.

*
.

. ,

AGE BREAKS IN,THESE 'EMIR .PANS.HAVE VARIED OVER
.

:OUR HO YEAR 'HISTORY, BUT THEY REMAIN CLEARLY DISTINGUISHABLE

. e -.
_

c' IN'AMERICAN,LIFE.* IT SEEMS IT 'IS NOW,TIME-FOR THOSE, OF US

13
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ASSEMBLED HERE TO CHART A NEW EDUCATION COURSE DURING ,

THIS LAST QUARTER OF THE 20TH CENTURY.. A COURSE WHICH
,,

RECOGNIZES THAT MANY OF THE ACTORS OF TODAY TEND TO

CONCENTRATE MOSTLY ON CONSUMERISM, CONFRONTATION, AND

,C6CILI ATM, RATHER THAN EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES.

I WOULD, THEREFORE, PROPOSE THAT WHAT'S REALLY.
1

NEEDED'IN TERMS OF "BEARING" OR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

SCQUENCES'IS A COMBINATION OF PRE-SCHOOLS AND NEW PROGRAMS

WITH EMPHASIS ON THE "RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTING."

C

<ITHE EXPERIENCES OF THE FIRST FEW YEARS OF LIFE

DETERMINE_ THE EXTENT TO WHICH. MOST.CHILDR5N WILL BE ABLE

TO PROFIT FROM AND ENJOY URBAN SCHOOLING ,AND FREEDOM OF

OPPORTUNITY IN A FREE SOCIETY.

AS U.S. COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION, TED BELL,

RECENTLY OBSERVED;

"BEFORE CHILDREN REACH.6DERGARTEN

MANY OF THEIR HABITS FOR LEARNING,' -

ARE LARGELY ESTABLISHED CHARACTERISTIC-S.4

AND THEY ARE IMPRINTED MOST OFTEN BY. THE
A

PARENTS.
14'

12
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ALONG, WITH FOCUSING OUR ENERGY AND RESOURCES

ON "PRE SCHOOLING", I PROPOSE.THE URBAN, LEAGUE TAKE

THE LEAD IN BUILDING INTO PARENTING FROM THE HOSPITAL

TO THE SCHOOL,,A PARENT-WORK PROGRAM TO BETTER ASSUR

, THAT OUR CHILDREN, PARTICULARLY THE DISADVANTAGED, ARE

ACQUIRING THE BASIC SURVIVAL TOOLS NEEDED FOR THIS-NEXT

CENTURY.

SUCH A PROPOSAL HAS WITHIN IT AT LEAST TWO

UNIQUE FEATURES:

FIRST: IT INVOLVES THE PARENTS MORE

THAN EVER BEFOREAN THE EDUCATIONAL
.

-

REARING OF THEIR CHILDREN, RATHER, THAN

LEAVING THE MAJOR TASK TO' PROFESSIONALS,

ALONE, AND INDEED, quo. BECOME-A UN_IIQUE,

SCHOOLING FOR THE PARENTS.

SECOND: IT PRESUPPOSES SOME TYPE OF-

MONETARY INCENTIVE THAT 'IN MANY INSTANCES

COULD NOT ONLY HAVE IMMEDIATE IMPACT UPON
5

,

WELFARE ROLLS, BUT IN THE LONG RUN COULD

CHART A NEW COURSE DIRECTION IN_TERMS

I

OF FULL EMPLOYMENT GOALS FOR THCiSE OARENTS

WHO CAN'T-FIND JOBS.

13
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A DON'T BELIEVE THE URBAN-SCHOOLS CAN VOIT

ANYIANGER TILL KINDERGARTEN TO BEGAN INTER-ACTING WITH

PARENTS AND-CHILDREN.

IL

AS WE LOOK AT SCHOOLING, OUR SECOND MAJOR LIFE

FOCUS, WE NEEDIO REALIZE THAT THE VARIANCE BETWEEN SCHOOLING
. -

AND EDUCATION HAS WIDENED, OUR EXPECTATIONS FOR CHILDREN AND,

YOUTH HAVE cHANGED,,AND NEGdTIATIONS OF THE PAST TEN YEARS

CALLS FOR A NEW APPROACH IFS WE ARE TO ACHIEVE A BETTER

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCHOOLING AD PREPARATION FOR ADULT

LIFE.

THAT'S `WHY WE HAVE PROPOSED, FOR THE COUNTRY TO

CONSIDER:, THE MICHIGAN EDUCATION ACCOUNTABILITY MODEL,

WHICH IS A NEW WAY OF THINKING AND DOING THINGS IN

EDUCATION: IT IS BASED UPON FIVE PRINCIPLES THAT:

IMO IM MOM SEPARATE EXPECTATIONS FROM TEXTBOOKS.

REQUIRt MEASURABLE PERFORMANCE

"- OBJECTIVES.



t

.

. -
PLACES EMPHASIS UPON STUDENT

NEEDS APPLIED AGAINST SPECIFIC
. .

- ;

ASSUMES :CHANGE TAKES PLACELN -

SCHOOL BUILDINGS RATHER THAN IN

;'SCHOOL DISTRICTS, AND

ABOVE ALL ELSE, ENCOURAGES A

MEETING OF ME NEEDS-OP:11E LOWER
o a

ONE-FIFTH.

IT IS A PHILOSOPHY:

WHICH ASSUMES EVERY STUDENT CAN

SUCCEED IN THE SCHOOL, AND CHALLENGES

SCHOOLS BOARDS AND EDUCATORS TO SEE

THAT IT HAPPENS.

WHICH SHIFTS EFFECTIVENESS FROM

INPUTS TO 'OUTPUTS, AND CALLS UPON

:SCHOOL BOARDS AND EDUCATORSJOASK

THE RIGHT QUESTIONS AND GET THE

APPROPRIATE ANSWERS.

r

17
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. :

WHICH HOLDS EVERYONE:INVOLVED'
..s

.
.

.

ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE PRODUCT/AS

W4LLAS THE FROCESS,INCLUDING

THE POLICYMAKLNG SCHOOL BOARDS,

THE EDUCATORS, THE PARENTS AND

THE STUDENTS. O

THE ROLE of THE URBAN-S0i0OL lq THIS LAST "QUARTER

OF THE 20TH CENTURY IS-TO PROVIDE ITS STUDENTS WITH TRAINING,

EDUCATIVE, CELEBRATIVE AND EVEN REMORSEFUL°EXPERIENCE\S IN
\

:ORDER THAT THEY MAY ENJ.OY:AND:APFRECIATE AMORE FULFING

ADULT LIFE.
r-

EVEN THOUGH THE FUNCTIONS ASSIGNED SCHOOLS \.

CONTINUE TO BE-THE .FIVE =BASIC FUNCTIONS WHICH HAVE EXISTED

FOR 200 YEARS:

CUSTODY

SOCIALIZATION
'(EXPLAINED VERBALLY)

SELECTION,

INSTRUCTION, AND,

...

FLACEMENT

18
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WE MUST REALIZE THAT PERFORMING THESE

fUNCTIONS
HAS CHANGED DRASTICALLY: IN =A POLITICAL; SENSE,

gi'VE GOT TO REALIZE THAT SHOOLS.CAN NOT-BE RUN.NOW LIKE

THEY WERE RUN EVEN TEN YEARS AGO, LET ALONE 25 YEARS AGO.

4

PUBLIC EDUCATION AS WEKNOW ITWILL DRIFf-BY

THE
"BYE" IF WE AREN'T,ATTUNED TO THE TIM'ES. I-WOULD,

THEREFORE_,
PROPOSE ALSO THAT THE URBAN LEAGUE TAKE THE

LOD IN DRAMATIZING THE NEED FOR A SHIFT FROM EDUCATOR

PERSONAL PREFERENCE TO SCHOOLING ORGANIZATIONAL OBJECTIVES,

SCHOOLING MUST'BECOME, IN, PRACTICE AS WELL AS IN

PRINCIPLE, AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE LIFE SEQUENCE,,NOT A

PART FROM IT, NOT FOR A SELECTED FEW, BUT, FOR ALL WHO QWANT

o

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GOOD LIFE. THERE IS A DIRECT

CORRELATION BETWEEN JOBS; DOLLARS AND RACE AND THE PLIGHT

OF.THE URBAN SCHOOL SYSTEM.

I II

,

.

IN THIS REGARD, IT IS NOW BECOMING ABUNDANTLY

CLEAR THAT A MAJOR ADJUSTMENT IN OUR WORKING OPPORTUNITIES,.

IS GOING TO HAVE TO .TAKE PLACE IF_URBAN SCHOOLING-IS-TO REMAIN,

17,
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.1, . .

A VIABLE PART OF QUR AMERICAN TRADITION, REACH,THIS
.

RATHER PESSOI'SfICCONCLUSION AS A,RESULT OF OUR RAPIDLY

.

ACCELERATING
TECHNOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES AS

COMPARED, TO OUR SLOWLY CHANGING SCHOOLING PROCESS,

FOR IF WE _BECOME COMMITTED TO' A NEW COURSE OF

a

DIRECTION; WHICH I SHALL LABEL "CAREER EDUCATION" AND.

Ir.WE CONTINUE TO RELY UPON OUP "FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEe

TO PRODUCE JOB OPPORTUNITIES, THIS COUNTRY WILL BE HEADED

FOR A MAJOR SOCIAL .EXPLOSION BEFORE THEEND OF THIS

CENTURY. FOR AS JAMESel-00LE RECENTLY ASERVED:

"A PORTENTOUS SOCIAL PATTERN IS BEGINNING

TO EMERGE -IN MANY'INDUSTRIWZED NATIONS;

IN SOCIALIST AND-. CAPLTALIST ECONOMIES'

ALIKE, INCREASING NUMBERS -OF HIGHLY

QUALIFIED: WORKERS WHICH%ARE UNABLE TO

FIND JOBS 'THAT REQUIRE THEIR SKILLS AND

?
TRAINLNG.*

THIS PROBLEM'CAN5BE EASILY TRACED BACK TO THE

SCHOOL., FOR WHEN SCHOOLS PERFORMED THEIR FUNCTION .AS SELECTOR,

SCREENER AND SORTER, THE SYSTEM WAS COMPATIBLE, BUT WHENSCHOQLS

TURNED AWAY, FOLLOWING f954,_FROA BEING THE INSTRUMENTS'

OF STRATIFICATION TO BUNG GREATER SOCIAL EQUALIZERS, HOPE

WAS GIVEN THE BLACK, LATINOS, NATIVE AMERICAN, THE FEMALE, AND

. 18
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THE HANDICAPPED, -WITH. NO APPARENT' CHANGE IN OUR NATIONAL.

POLICY OF JOB GENERATION.

. .

THIS RATHER UNREC6GNIZED PHENOMENON IS NEW IN

HUMAN ENDEAVOR, YET UNTESTED IN THE FREE WORLD MARKET PLACE

UNTIL NOW. AS O'TOOLE HAS STATED:

tr

ry

WHAT IS NEW IN HISTORY IS THAT .

THE MASSES'ARE NOW ALMOST AS WELL
0,

EDUCATED- AS-.THE ELITE.
0'

NEW FORMS OF CLASS POLARIZATION
.

ARE NOW EMERGING WHICH AFFLICT

...EVEN THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES.

SOCIETY'S REFLEX'RESPONSE TO SUCH-

PROBLEMS HAS BEEN TO LAY 'HEAVIER

STRESS ON THE VALUE OF EDUCATIONAL

CREDENTIALS.

3

J ,
emirow AS IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT.EDUCATION

WILL,NOT PAY OFF AS PROOISEDJ.THERE IS

A VERY REAL POSSIBILITY, OF A MASSIVE BUILD =UP

OF DISILLUSIONMENT AND A SENSE OF BETRAYAL

AMONG THOSE STUCK WITH A "BAD INVESTMENT'.

4
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OM /IMO

GOD Ml.

THEN THE PIPORTANT FUNCTIONS OF

'SCHOOLING FOR SELF-DEVELOPMEUT,

LEISURE, FAMILY, AND CITIZENSHIP

WILL ALSO'BE IMPERILED,

ADDED. TO THIS ISITHE FACT THAT WORK

WAS PURELY INSTRUMENTAL FOR THE GREAT,

MAJORITY OF WHITE WOMEN ,,== AND NOT

A PRIMARY SOURCE OF IDENTITY AS

MAS"FOR MEN, TODAY, HOWEVER',.A GROWING-

NUMBER OF WOMEN'WANT AND EXPECT THE

SAME PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL REWARDS

FROM WORK THAT MEN RECEIVE A. SENSE

OF IDENTITY, SELF-ESTEEM, AND MASTERY

(IN ADDITION, OF COURsE, TO:BEING PAID

AS MUCH AS MEN FOR THE SAME WORK).:

OUR FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM CAN NOT ABSORB ALL OF

THESE COMPETING FORCES AN THE FORSEEABLE FUTURE UNDER. THE

BANNER OF EQUAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES,'
40,

'APPARENTLY, SOCIO-ECONOMIC SECURITY IS NO LONGER.

,GROUNDED IN BUSING OR COLLEGE DEGREES. IT IS GROUNDED IN

JOBS AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES: WORKING IS THE LONGEST OF OUR

FOUR,LIFEMUIS, AND WILL STILL BE,. BY'A PRETTY GOOD MARGIN,,

EVEN IF.MANDATORY RETIREMENT WERE REDUCED FROM AGE 65 TO AGE

55.
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IN SOiE WAY, WE NEED A NEW DECLARATION OF
4

INDEPENDENCE, NOT GROUNDED IN OUR SOVEREIGNTY AS A NATION,

BUT GROUNDED IN OUR COMMITMENT TO GREATER EMPLOYMENT'

OPPORTUNITIES AND NO MORE AV IMPORTANT ISSUE ACES OUR

GOVERNMENT. -THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST ACT FORCEFULLY=

AND OUICKLY,-IN THIS REG ,D, IF THESE TWO MAJOR. DICHOTOMIES

1

.

.

tEQUAL EDUCATIONAL OTTO IPNITIES AND FREE ENTERPRISE) ARE

1

. ...

.g TO BE BROUGHT BACK IN LINE FOPTHE SURVIVAL OF,URIWI

I

I

'EDUCATION.

,

. ,

BRINGING BACK' INTO LINE THE RELEATIONSHIP
,t

BETWEEN SCHOOLING AND WORKING WILL RESOLVE MANY OFTHE

PRESENT SOCIAL, RACIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES WHICH ABOUND,

BESIDES, EUABLISHMENT OF YOUTH EMPLOYMENT .

OPPORTUNITIES'WHICE IN SCHOOL AND. JOBS FOR SUCCESSFUL

SCHOOL COMPI4ETERS, I WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT UNDER THE

LEADERSHIP OF THE URBAN LEAGUE, ME NEED TO EMBARK .UPON A

NEW PROGRAM MARRIAGE BETWEEN SC-HOOLNG AND WORKING_..PATTERNED

AFTER EXISTING RRANGEMENTS,BETWEEN OBTAINING.N OPERATING'
1.LICELISABG-A C

JUST AS EVERY THREE YEARS WE ,HAVE TO BE CHECKED'

OUT IN ORD.ER.JO.VALIDATE OUR ABILITY TO DRIVE, I BELIEVE, \.

WE SHOULD' REQUIRE OUR WRKING FORCE AND THOSE ON SUBSISTENCE

1-----7-,
5 0

-
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TO BE CHECKED OUT. EVERY THREE YEARS ON THEIR KNOWLEDGE

AND EDUCAT IONA.. PERFORMANCE IN RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR 6

....

WOW NG "'WHERE ONE'S KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ATTRIBUTES
,

.;

ARE' SHORT OF THE MARX/ AN ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION

.
SEQUENCE SHOULD BE PROVIDED IN COOPERATION. WITH -EMPLOYERS

- TO :EQUFR SUCH WORKERS- WITH THE NEW 'KNOWLEDGE/ SKILLS AND

.".
ATTRIBUTES NEEDED `NO LOSS OF INCOME.OR SUBSISTENCE CHECKS

WOULD BE INTENDED 'OR WOULD RESULT WHILE JN THIS RETRAINING,

BUT RETRAINING 1WOULD BE REQUIRED TO STAY- EMPLOYED SUCI1

A MOVE .am LASTLY IMPROVE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
.

SCHOOLING AND UNG/ AND GIVE OUR URBAN SCHOOLS A NEW

SHOT OF ADRENALIN IN THE NAME OF ".LIFE LONG LEARNING.."

Iv,

MANY OF' US DON'T PLAN FOR THE RETIRING YEARS/

BUT THE FACT `IS THAT MORE AND MORE OF US WILL BE ALIVE

TO' PATIC I PATE IN THE RETIREMENT SPAN OF LIFE.

THERE I S A NEED TO 'RELATE LI FE-LONp LEARNING

TO RETIREMENT, IN ADDITION TO 'ADEQUATELY FINANCING THE

RETIREMENT YEARS. AGE 62 IS NO, LONGER A LONG WAY OFF

FOR MANY "OF US, IN 25 YEARS ONE'S WAY OF LITE CAN, BE.
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COMPLETELY ALTERED, AND THOSE OF .US IN THE SCHOOL BUSINESS'.

MUST HAVE PERSPECTIVES IN THIS REGARD.' AS WE LOMTOWARD'THE

2000YEAR LUUU A,D.,"JUST ft SHORT,25 YEARS FROM NOW, LOOK BACK

WITH-ME TO 1950, JUST FOUR YEARS BEFORE THE HISTORIC SUPREME

COURT DECISION ANUTHINK QF THE IMPACT.

FOR THE RECORD:

IMO

Maw

MED

,THERE. WAS NO COMMERCIAL TELEVISION. IN 1950
N P

.THERE WERE' NO TRIPS TO THE moaN.

THERE WERE NO MCDONALD HAMBURGER STANDS.
4

THERE WERE Na SUPER MARKETS AS WE KNOW

THEM TODAY.

THERE WERE `NO COMMERCIAL JET-AIRPLANESt

--- THERE AREA() HANDCARRIED ELECTRONIC'

TAPE RECORDERS.

---,THERE,WAS NO COMPUTER' TECHNOLOGY.'

11 Ono THERE WERE NO CREDIT CARDS, AND

SUPER HIGHWAYS' WERE ENGINEERING DESIGNS

STILL ON.THE DRAWING BOARDS.

"7 SUCH A MEETING LIKE THIS ONE COULDN'T, EVEN

BE HELD IN ATLANTA, ,GEORGIA,. -AND' MAhTINL6THER
,

.

c 1

KING WAS 'UNKNOWN..

4

t4

THE CHANGES IN THE NEXT'25'YEARS: WILL UNDOUBTEDLY

HAVE EVEN. A GREATER IMPACT ,UPON OUR LIVES.

23
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BECAUSE 4 THE MAJOR STRESS qF 'BUYING POWER,. FOR
,

"I

MOST PEOPLE IN THIS LAST QUARTER OF THI2OTH CENTURY,
... SA l ,,,,,

IN TERMS OF ONE'S IS NO ANEDUCATION, SCHOOLING, LONGER,
, I.

.7*---,,,:,...L

END 0A6 IN AND'OF ITSELF,, AS IT ONCE:WAS'. FOR MOST.

AMERICANS/. IT LS NOW JUST A MEANS TO AlITAINMENT OF THE . .,

0 .
.

AMERICAN DREAM. :
)

THAT AMERICAN DREAM, I BELIBE' IS WHAT EVERY FAMILY

0
HOPES FOR IN TODAY'S CLIMATE, 'WHItH4S BASICALLY EtOUOUL

EtURITY, 'FURTHERITRANSLATED INTO:
o

1. A GOOD EDUCATION.FOR OFFSPRII1G(S).

2., A GOOD JOB FOR'THE BREAD4INNER(S).

3: A 'GOOD HOUSE FOR THEJFAM LY,

4. A BASIC HEALTH INSURANtEtAGAINST'ILLINES.

5. AN OPPORTUNTTY TO PARTIC PATE AS A

CITIZEN IN OUR DEMOtRATI WAY OF LIFE.

AND/

A CHANCE TO ENJOY SOME L ISURE:TIME

ACTIVITIES, AND TO' WORSHIP 'AS ONE

PLEAS

I +4RMLY BELIEVE, RLGHT OR W&ONG, THAT WHAT-THE

MAJCTITCrOF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT, liEGARDLESS OF.THEIR',\

RACE, GEOGRAPHICLOCATION OR.SOCIO-ECOilOMIC STATUS ARE

THESE BASICJ.TANGIBLE,THINGg IN LIFE' AND THEY LOOK TO

OUR EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO HELP THEM REACH

.A 4
THAT DREAM.'

26 .

It



'AS-WE MOVE INTO THE NEXT TWO HUNDRED YEARS,

'WE NEED A. REDEDICATION ANNA REAFFIRMATION TO THOSE'

DEMOCRATIC IDEALS AND GOALS. THAT ARE STILL THE ENVY OF

. .

THE WORLD. I THINK WE CAN BE SUCCESSFUL, IN FACT, WE
.

. ." .. . .. . . '.. . ./.

MUSTiSUCCEED IN URBAN _SCHOOLS, BUT,THERE I's LN THIS
%

NEW EliA 6F' CONSUMERISM, CciNPRONTATIOti AND CONCILIATION

I. I,

.
,.

MUCH APPREHENSION. 'FOR IT'S NOT LIKELY THE St'STEM CAN

I
',

.:
.

.
.

.

CONTINUE TO' PROVIDE EQUALITY TO BLACKS, EQUITY .TO WOMEN :' t

,

. : .- .

...

,

,

AND
1

EDUCATION TO THE HANDI 'CAPPED, WITHOUT SOME MAJOR
:

REORDERING OF- PUBLIC POLICY.;

~ IN SUMMARY, I AM CALLING UPON EACH'OFIYOU AND
- -

TTE'NATIONACURBAN LEAGUE TO REFOCUS OUR LEADERSHIP IN

"FOUR!' SPECIFIC AREAS OF URBAN EDUCATION.:

FIRST, TOWARD "PARENTING" AS AN

-EXTENSION OF THE PRE-SCHOOL MOVEMENT.

,
-

---,'.SECOND, TOWARD A SHIFT FROM "EDUCATOR

PERSONAL PREFEkENCE" TO -SCHOOLING

OBJECTIVES:. 40.

THIRD, TOWARD MOVING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'

FORWARD IN ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE

"FULL EMPLOYMENT
PROGRAM" THAT BETTER

RELATES SCHOOLING TO VORKING.

27
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FOURTH, TOWARD RELATING URBAN E5JUCATION7-

TO"THE 'PROCESS OF "LIFELONG LEARNING".

SUCH A REFOCUS COULD SIGNIFICANTLY RESTORE THE

.. .

QUALITY OF URBAN EDUCATION IN,OUR PLURALISTIC SOCIETY IN

:THIS NEW.ERA OF CONSUMERISM, CONFRONTATION AND

CONCILIATION.

A

THE CHALLENGE BEFORE US IS AWESOME, FOR TO

PARAPHRASE THE WORDS OF PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO

ROOSEVELT: :t4 TEST OF OUR SUCCESS IN URBAN SCHOOLS

WILL.NOT BE _OUR ADDING MORE TO THE ABUNDANCE OF THOSE,

WHO ALREADY HAVE MUCH; ITWILL BE WHETHER OR NOT WE

PROVIDE ENOUGH FOR THOSE WHO BRING TO US TOO LITTLE.

THANK YOU 5R YOUR KIND INDULGENCE.
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