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3 paper examine§ the impact of changing

A%lernsd on the adoption of minority children.
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its attendant disadvantagses. A xeant h”‘GHLﬂUSPuL study

A2

' , - . revealed that of all children in féstor'ca"e,in that state, T

’ &7 .3% had been,in the pgstem 2 or more yegrs; 33 of the children )
never had been retur1e- Le uhelr parpnts (Gruber, l,.3)
. . Althourh auoptlon is by no means the oniy solution for aeallng

with the!matter of child neglect, clearly, its expamsion may .

[

contribute a -reat deal toward alleviating the scope of these
™~ .

problems. v . .

- .

L » .. - . o . » .
Increasing numbers of social scientists and child welfare’
advocates have become acutely aware of the needs and rights i
s of ali chllqren to per nunent homes to adequately provide for -

< ’

" thexr ps;choLoglcal and socinl development (Goldsteln, Freud; et

k4

: Solnit, 1973 ) In recent yea%s adoptive placements of so-called

‘e ‘nard-to- place' chlld”en have increasad ohenomenallv. Although

3

. rlo nationasl: dat° have been collected on the subJect ;ﬂ the

- -

state of Léssachusetts a study. showed & JOON increase in older

child aaootlons (from Ab to- qzh) and a_200% 1ncreq5e of black

N

. ~

> i

* , ana racially mixed Chlldren (from 41 to 73) in the years from
’ 1969 to 1972 (Massachusetts Adoption Resource axchange,:Annual
Reports, 1969-1972). 1In 1972, for the Tirst time the

"lassachusetts Adoption Resource Bxchénge began to' tabulate data,

2

on adoptions of h%ndfcapped ¢children--another indicatoriof<a -~
‘ L

g .
. . possible growing trend in this realm as well. Notwithstanding

these promising trendé, most ﬁinority children remain, as . the \

< ‘ « . > . 1,

asencies term them, 'hard-to- olace' . . T ’

L1ttle is known about what. groups in The Donulatlon and .

° »

-
2
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- parents.
not only en physical characteristics, but also on less visible
] Y, 1973).

%

\
N

¥

what ueeLo—zuiuural charactleristics mi hL be most and  -~ast

4ﬁenaﬁle'towa“d abceﬁuin ihe;e ,«inds oi Phlldren. Are

therc 51bn11103ni d1f1 rehceo 1n the acceotablllty of dlfferent
Are there any Kinds of family

hlndS of hera_to nlace ch11dren°
life styles that are associated with accepting minority children?
questions’ contain important policy implications

-

Answars to the above
that méy nrove_considerébly

y
for spcial wérk practitioners
useful .for Yocating prospective homes for minority children.

>

woreover, this problem appears to'contain a fruitful ground
for emplorlnb unlnvestlrated dimensions of changlnr Amerlcan

;am;1y llfe. .
M A
- “ i .

N
Background and Theoretical Consideratibns
N o .
. In tne past adontlon agencies and adoptive parents have

~ w
14

<

resisted tne adopulon of children stlrmatlzed by rece, ehtnlclty
Both agencies

or phy51cal handlcap (Nutt and Snyder, 1973).
and families re*arded the 1dea1 adopted c¢hild as one which would

s

be, 1ndlot1nguzshaole from adnormal healthy infant born to
Adoption aﬁeﬁczes used to match parents and chil.dren,
K3 I ™ )

aspects such as religion (Elton and Susan Klibanoft

“ost- adoptive famlfleé went.to great lenﬁths to conceal the

-
¢

~
.

fact of adoptioen from other persons, in many cases w1thold1npa
Pavid

o
.

this 1niormat10n even from their adontive chlldren (H.
Formerly,f%dopt;oﬁ was oriented almost entlrely

Kirk, 1964),
toward simulating biological parenthood_ people who adopted

-~
.

wanted only healthy infants, racially and ethically homogeneous’

-

to thembelvesn
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\\\\t~\v‘per,cent increase in the number of-transiational adoptions
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More rccently, addpt;un has been changing. In the last

@
0

twenty years there hhas been a remarkable anrease ing#he number
-~ )

of white American parents wno have adOpted transracially and

transnatlonally. In the last ‘five years trrom 1968 to 1973

The Immigration and Natu}a;ization Service reported a 250 ’

.
L » . hd

by Amerlcan citizens (Adan cand ¥im, 1977 U.S.‘Immigratidn

»

__are harder to document but the most comprehensive and rellable

~data available suggest a hg per cent increase in the adoptlpn

of black children by-white parents between 1969 and 1y7] :

Y - . *
.

”

(Gréw and Shapiro, 1974). .

To some extent this trend may be understood simply as a*

-

reSponse to the diminishing number of white 1nfants ava:lable

y

_for adopt on.~ Legalized abortion and the wider avallablllty
oi effective contraceptives have reduced the number of

1974 ; McNamara,

illegitimate births in the United S5tates '(Nutt,
1975). The growing trend among unwed mothers to retain ‘
custody‘of their children has'furthen diminished*the number

ot infants ava.lable ior adcption (¥estati, 1Y7v).”
- N

¢ and haturallzatlon Serv1ce, Immigrant brohans Admltted to the - ‘“ﬁj:
U S., 1977 —»973) These were predomlnately A51an children,
but a con51derable number of Latin American chlldren were
also present. Tnere‘were 12 transnational adoptions 1n .
‘“968 and h015’in 1973. Trends in domestic transracial- adoption s

v

”

Yet, there is reason to’ believe that these changes reflect

more than the decliné of adoptable infants. In the past

-
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infertilify was the primary motive for adoption. Togay this

N A I
seems to be chanzing. An examlnatlon of the recent adoptlon
* &

.

'iiterature‘suggests that a. considerable number of those adopting

» v

“today include fertile couples (licNamara, 1975; E. and S. )
i . . ' * R

- !

Klibanoff, 1973; Fanshel, 1972; Nutt and Snyder, 1973).

In the'period when these dramatic¢ changes in adoption v

. * have been taking:place ther§ have &lso been equally remarkable
. . I ol

[}
Py

changes in ‘the realm of American family life. Tt Would seem -,

~ . 2 L L . 3 .
plausible to surrest that these chanalnt adoptive patgerns f
@ + .

reflect shifts in famlly life as a whole. e

) - e T e e T

Ltis w1de1y aanowledged among, family 5001oloaiste that
the Amerlcan family is currently in acstate of tran51tle§
Durlng the twentieth century famlly life* has changed greatly

— patriarchal anthority.has declined considerably;'household

and child care fasxs have come to be more equally shared by.

o 4

both spouses; family size has éregfly_diminished; married

>
*

women have entered the work force in unprecedented numbers;

‘interrelisious wnd 1nterr301al marriares and dlvorce-— once -

L4

raritiec--now'are commonplace evento. Clearly, the trac;t:ona;

< R
-~

N

rols se, rezated patriarchal fam*ly is Ifnst oecpning obsolote. o

Lembers of emer;/ing contemporary ecalibari-n Uamilies feel

’

iless bound by traditional conceptions of :inship and increasin;ly

seed to maximize individual chioice. nnid person~i need satisfaction

@
(Y

in family relationships (Farber, 1964). - =

There may well be » relationship betweon e -alitarian

patterns ot family lifce and newer and mor. 'mcenventionn? mode s

. * L4

7 . Q .

-

ol

..
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tamily formation such as the adoption of hard-to-place children.
'

. . o . Ly .
As individuals assume more,flexible and interchangeable roles ¢* s
N d

in their interr¢lationships émong‘eﬁch other--lgss bound by

traditidnal conceptions of the family--they drvdwell become

v
”

more re¢ceptive to a wider ranre of pOnSlbl( family memberse .

ramily thox;sts claim that contomporary families have»

-

vecona~increasin 1y iloxibl&, about the kinds of intimate“ .
N .

.

Nl

relationsuips they find.acceptable (Keller, 1971; Kanter,

o " .
1y7hL; Farber, 1272).  The increasing interest in adopting

children racially and culturally unlike their nafents appears £t
AN
to pe concistent wi th, if not a deFlVath& of thls more,veneral

pattern’ ol accepting creater diversity and choice in famlly'

P ?

-
3 1

l‘1i‘e. fﬂt, it remains to be demonst“atcﬂ‘emphrlcally whethmr

those uho have veen in the vanmuard of' famllj chanrm hc.vla also
LY N 3 & -
been more lncllned.to be revolutionary in Lhelr 1nvolvemants )

S .o

witl. adoption. In the present research we .are intereszed in .
W “w

PR ~

explerin, whether those who have renounced more traditional

€ . . 7 ] .
conceptgions of family life have inde€d becomg more receptive

o

toward"hard—fb—place' children.

» ’

Thé acceptability of stismatized children ¢an not be ’

ae

exblained entirely by reference %o family patterns. Famil?

values a nﬂ parental behav1or are decply lmbedded in a matrlx

. which lncludes the economlc, rellplous and political values

.

of Americr. ‘Traditional ideaS»aboum famlly 1l¢% are v»romulgrated,

legitimated and sustained by traditional social institutions

and political values. Bernard Farber has detailed the close

5 . : N
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relationship between rel .10g§, conomlc nnd po]itical ideas

. whlch prevalled~1n prerevo utlonary.Amerlca and tbe~tr9d1tlonal .
761 ‘ structhre of ihu q@mrlgan Tanily (Pﬁrbq‘” 177°) "o has argued .

> > that these Ldeas have continued to exert 1 powerful influence

. < -° on the course of Amerlcan fmnily 1110 Thererore, we ¥xpect

- i that adherence to tr adltlonal rell 1ous and political vadves *®
-
would support more-consepvatxve famllv practices and would

N

. be dncompatible «with newer and unconr>nf£dnnl modn of family

3 - N

! . ¢or‘matlon such A's the adoption o? mlnorltz chlldren.

<
P N

he Dlam to explore- two fundamont11 iradlglon 11 sunnortcrs

) . L L. -

. ’ oi the famzly: conventional PGl%ﬁIOUS f&lllatlons and’

W
. . conservative political attachments. Ve anticipate that those

!
1

. L »aa
exhibiting jreat attachments to established relisions and political
. , . . ' ’ ’

1nst1tutlons will be less amenable o accepting the ha rd-to-place

and w1ll,be mor2 traditional in their adantion preferences. ) .
R N . ° . .ow

i.ore often.they will tend to adoﬁf‘infant, vhite and female

' children; the more widely acceptable kinds of children for : .

adoption, both in the past and-at nresent. H. David Kirx .-

(1964) has covently argued in his studies .of, intra-racial adopt-

.. Kl
PR

ion in the Unlted States and Canada, tnﬂt tradltlonal parents
are more likely to adopt wlrls than bovs, Bojys, Kirk arrues, -

are seen by tradltlonal families as the ipheritors of family

<&

»ﬁame, values and property; firls dec not assume such a piwvotal

position.~ -l.ore conservative families are, therefore, more will-

in,; to "ris.:" ‘tne adoption of a gZirl. The "costs" of failure
o B

. .
are less.. ) - ) ) )

. .
< v

2x
I3
%

O
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. _ ThlS study was based upon, a malled questlonnalre taken

. i 'l " .
] " . . o -' -
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A great’deal of re§earch'(ﬁibseﬁ; 1960) finds adherentsép'

of conventldnal‘rellglons and conservative polltlcs to exhibit

more_ 1ntolerance towards m;norltles than their more secular

'S -

“and irberai counterparts. We‘eXpect thlSnWill be relevant . ' .

* .

1n the case of adopting the stlgmatlzed or mlnorlty Chlld and

w111 generally tend toxpreclude adoption’ of such chlldren.‘ A
i _" ' \\ - . - . v
Method-and Sample . v , , 8 w

"

from a natlon~w1de sample of ‘adoptive parents. - This work is

N & S

e

-

part ef a larger now on-go;ng study of contemporary .frends ‘

in adOptlon. Two pretests were conducted and examined before 2

o +

final rev1sed questlonnalres were dlstr%buted to the sample. ~
“Phat data was coilected between: the months of November 1574 : '
and October 1975. ' .

1"hile consxstlng entlrely of adOptlve parents the sample

“tends to over-represent thbse who have already adopted

i

-

-minority children. The typical family in.our sample consisted

df‘whife, native bdrn parents whq have adopted a foreign |
- born child,'mest of%en‘}rom Asia. The sample was: drawn
fromqnembership lists ypoénded fraem a variety of adopt ive .
4 ’ 3
narent orvdnizations located throughout tné country and from

-~

several Lnternatlonal 4do>tlon ayencles that ew001a11?e in the

4

placement o mingrity (usually foreign born, "non-white)
. hildren, Efforts were made in selecting paren% organ%zations
tc cooperate with the résearch to enlist the participation

I's

of parent grouos wnose member'ships were acknowledged to

.
¥ "

v
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ot 1nvludn membprs who }11 complited traps-Iacial and trans-

. - . . - e ’ "‘, N - ‘ N

.. notional adopti&ns. , ‘ : . A -

. L s ¢ T .

Attenmpts were also nade to cnsure the fnclusion of at least
. 1] . ~

‘several;constituencies that represented in-country,‘in—rage

> ’ . .

. s . \ ’
~ \ adoptln 1am111e The executive officers to-whom we cofre—

. R

sponded im the gatherlnh of lists were 3100 asked to provide

N . [

vt ¢ ' the names ‘and addresses of any 1nd1vrduals<they may. know who

— .
L "

had adooted chkldren but who did nqt belon: to their orralnzaulons. N

Y nt }

. It -
. -'"hen'tne adoptlve famlly llcts exceeded 100 or more names‘the . .
A . . .

names were seltcted.-on a fired interval basis so as not.to = t

* » ‘ o ! & ) .- ) " . X 2 '
n 9ver~nepresent a particular sub—rroup in the total sample. ,

I
In the'lntlal phase of this study 664 questlonnalres were

' returnéd. The¢ response rate for our adoptive,parent population
. was 61 percent. One follow up letter was -sant to dedaying
@ i !
respondents in a effort to reduce thenon—response rats. St

=

x

- Analysis of the daté shows that it contains a good .cross

. N \

- .
©

v . ~
section of white‘adoptive»families, including those who have .

» [3

R

adopted minority children, as well a$ those who have not;

those adoptin, throush apencies as‘%ell as those who hnve
. . F
ﬂdopted privately; those who belong to adoptive parent ~

’
by

. N
. organlzasfons and those who are unafflllateu with such -roups..

s 3 . o

- -

‘Discussion and Findings*

Wie asled our respondents to indicate the extent to which

husband and wife shared the tasiks of feedin; children, superv.sing.
‘ , \ .

.

» .
*

*3ee also Appendix A. . L SN . .

EMC . . ) . ) ‘

| e v . ,
.
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. -enlldren at wlay and- diapering bab*eq we combined these
questlons in a measure of the degree to which child care ta5ns .

. were sharkd. ThlS measure 0f shared-child care was p051t1ve1y o

éssoelﬁteq with the zglllngness to aﬁopt stigmatized chﬁidren.: e

~

we asked our respondents to.jndieate how willing they would

- ' \

. be to adopt\chlldren of varlous descrlthons. retarded, oldér;
- . black and handicapped c 1ldre2. Shared child care was assogiated '
U S . " with willingness to adopt;en older child_witﬁ a gamna of .143 -
"p{: . . and chi square . approaches *significance at the .10 level. -~
u. . ’ N } \/ : & N AN
) ) See: Table I ' . -
¢ ' 7 \ ¢ ‘ -, < “‘ . )
. '_ M \ * . .
e o o Table I . - s . ,
K Y R N . - ? . . " , ) ’ .
‘ '* Division of Child Care Labor v e e
. N '1 2 - - " lr\l ) , . « A /
g . - > % Total _ Nont ad;tlonal ----- Traditional . -
. Total Percent. PT 100.0. 1 4.0 1 25.1 5;3{‘\ .16.5 .
» - 1 . i
*, 7 _ Frequency' F (605,Q) 28.0)—(152.01, (325.0) | (100,0) °
. 22,8 L 28.6 ; 28.3 720,3 . 21.0 -
T e Wi ' Adopt EaSLly i t e
S dead Fl(3m.0) | (8, o)‘r(ejwo) (e.0) | (21.0)
older child P 36.0 42.9 BQTZ‘\ 38.8 28.0
\ -Reseryations R .
: > F |(218.0) (12.0) (52,0) 1:€126,0) (28,0) 1.
. Pl 841.2 7 28.6 3.5 40. 51.0:
) . Not Consider ( 1. " ' '
- : F 1(2h9 o)_ (8.0)- | (5%.0) (133) (51.0)

- 1

. . Chi’ Square- 3&2 ‘with 6 degrees~of 1reedom
[ iy Gamma —————— 1 [}3 - ’ M &

, bl .
2 . ’

Most of the other a55001atlons were of 51m;lar of greater

' . trength all of the othel chi squares were si, nlflcant at the , -

LU level or higher. Bxamifiing this' hjﬁotpe51s with the aetual
. { !
- 4 N kS
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édOptzon of older chiidpren we found that the associations

\3 N -
/ with shared child care pexsisted. ~
= .".+See Table II o : ,
) " Table II ]

\

A

Divieion of Child Care Lﬁbgf

ft. Total ‘Nontfaditipnal————iraditional
" Total Percent P | 100.0 | 2/3 25.4  53.4 16.4 "
. Frequency F | (610.0) | ¥ o)!(155 0)  (326.0) ,(100.00):
v . - !
. 2 years or under P 4.3 | 4.4 l 75.5. . 7b.14 ! 76.0
Age~0¢ last é? : F [(453.0) (12 O) (117.0) . (248.0) ' (76. O)
adopted child . - - . J . . -
at adop‘tlon . . :3 . 5~years 1? ) _17:& Ll'Ll' 8 5 1) 5 16.@ . 12 O .
e, 3~q A Fr|(106.0) ¢ (13.0) . (24. o) ‘(52.0) ‘ (17 0)
T et ' * 3 T Jo . {‘ “ .« ; - .
- 6 ars or Older Pg . 81 1§“§ j 2.0 8.0c 7.0 .’
AR o F 1 (51.0) | (4.Q). (14.0) (2b o) (7.0) - °
‘ Cn% ,Square- 19 110 with 6 degrees o;ltreedom elganlcant at .01,
. c Gamma—-r—--..,Zl - _ . c e
S 1; Sim.lar trends were Qhown with the adogtion of'black:eh;ldren.
‘ . - _: - Shared ch-la care 1s neeat¢ e&v associcted. with~ adO;e*ﬁé -

LN

a glrl (Gamma .030 Chlysqﬁhre sednlflcant at the .20 level)”

The. a55001atlon is weakeénd not statlstlcally 51gnlilcan* but

L. was found to be n the paeaitted direction. : ' ~F

I v vy

Ve ekamlned two measures of shared worx‘roleﬁ. the flrst 4

l“"
¢ . .

- . was an attltudlnal measure, arreement WLth Lhe 1dea that women

.( -

-

can work'and be good mothers at the same time the secqnd was

N _'? the employment status of the mother: _was shelworhing full

’

. N tlme, part tlme, or was she not employed out51de theéhome. ’ >
. t

» Both of these measures showed much the; same pettern as shared, ! =

>
.

’ 5
S . .
1
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T ) Chlld care. Both agreement¢w1th the idea that working women
can be’ good mothers and the “mother being employed full time

- .. were penerally assaciated witn the willinghess to adopt ' [
minority children. Ve found, for example, that approval of \
- ) / . .
maternal employment was associated with the willingness to

adott'a blacs child with a Famma value of .278. -

. £ > ) 3 - .
See Table IILQ\ , . ’ °
. ‘ .w o . . , T
) ' i - Table III .
" . ;, Good. Mothers Can- Also Pursue Careers jJ
' - i ( . <. ’ : : ) ka -t i
’ o ‘q .. Total- Agree Strongly-—-———————== ===Dlsagree S%ron ly
fotal Percent P | 100.0 |~ 30.3 3217 14.1 - 15.6 7.3 '
] " Frequency F |(630.0) |(191.0) {206.0) | (89.0) (98) [(46.0) |- -
¥illingness - ] ; i I R
oy Sdopt Basily F | 24°3 | 40.3 1 7.5 1901 5.3 | a7
Adopt , = K 1(193.0) | (77.0)  (36.0) ! (17.0) (15.0) (8.0)°
Afro-, Reservations . 33,3 . 30.4 38 3 j 33.7 28.6 30.4

Iy
P
American ,
- Child ’ F 1(210.0) | (58.0)
P

(80:0) _ (30.0)° (28.0) | (14.0)
Not Consider S 42,47 |7 T29.3 0 4377 47.2 0 56.1 | 52.2-
o ‘ F (267.u) | (56.0) " *(90.0)  (42.0) (55.0) |(24.0)

Chi .Square-4t.704 with & degrees of Ireedom sibnificani at .061 level
Gamma————--— L. 278, ’ ST

- Behaviorally, acceptance of maternal employment was correlated

- w.th the actual adopt;on-of blagk‘%hlldren with a gamma value
- ' ~
575

See Table IV. Ilext page.




b

3
3

Table* IV

Good Mothers Can Also Pursue Careers

Total Agree Strongly-; ——————————— Disagree Strongly ’
. T
Total Percent P ! 100.0 30.0 32.7 14.0 15.5 - 7.3
a ] " Frequency F [(634.0) |(194.0)}(207.0) |(89.0) (98.0) | (46.0)
opte ’ B . ‘ 1 o O F ]

Black Ho Blacks-?; 94.8 88.1 97.v ",'8 $3.0 7.8
Children = F1(e01.0) [(171.0)](202.0) |(g7.0) (96.0) | (45.0)
Blacks p 5.2 11.9 2.4 2.2 ‘2.0 2.2

Ly F | (33.0) | (23.0)] (5.0) | (2.0). (2.0) (1.v) -

o

Chy Square-25.079 with 4 degrees of freedom, signiflgah{ at the .001 leve]

Gamma---~---0.575

L

There appears to be a consistent pasitive association

between our measures of shared workK roles and accepting older

- - ° > >
and black children; the-relationships of our independent
. %

variables and the acceptance of handicapped and retardea
children séemed weaker and less consistent. It is-conce.vable
tnat the fime constraints imposed’upon working mothers might
limit théir receptivity toward Ehese particular kinds of
stigmatized children. : _ ‘ ’ E .
e measured religiou. traditionalism along twolaxeé: the
irequency of religious participation aqd‘the‘affiliation.with
Initially, w. expected to find tggt ’

conventional religions.
those more closely affiliatedkéith traditional religious
institutions Qould be more inclined to accept traditional .
concégfiong of parenting‘and would be less rééept;ve in

reneral toward adopting the hard-to-place.

15.
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This led us to also eXpect that the conventlonally

"ellglous would nrefer to adont white female infant chlldren.

ws
- v i
. T mwe

The adoption of a white infant is congruent with a child born
¢ to the ‘family in its infancy and rac.al homogeneity.

. : ¢
Po the, extent that children diverge from traditional

s

expections we'exnected.that thie conventionally religious

would be less inclined to accent them. Alfhough the association -

~

between rellgvous part-ClDatlon and adOptlng a. glrl is ’
- in tne predicted direction tioe s?fength of the associaﬁloh
. ‘ P
~ is quite weak. Our flndipés with regard. to the adoption ‘
’ of black chlldren are similar:, *hose with higher rates “ .
@
. of rellgluus partlcloatlon were less 1ncllned to adopt glaek -
: , ¢tildren and less lisely to have actually aone so. This was
- ©as egpecteq but the associations were noi statisticallj

s
< N P
. . -

. . significant. e o s
Contrary to our expectations we found that acceptance oi

older, retarded- and handicapped children was ‘positively

- » . ~

associated with religious activism. Table V shows the

relat.onship between relij-ious partic..,ation and the acceptance °

«

. tof tune retarded.

ERIC - . =
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. ‘E 1
“What we mdy have failed to take into account here ‘is

»

‘ that nigh levels of religious CQmmitment are related to norms E

of charity and compassion for the unfortunate and downtrodden

L4

members of .society. The religiously committed appear to be -

N more wil}ing to accept children stigmatized by individual
.misfortune hHhut much.less inclined to accept those outcast

il - -
by group membership. . . : \ o

The associat 1ons between conventional ré%igious affiliation

- o+

and our depehdent variables are similar to the patferns .
& observed with religious participation: Table VI shows the
-y ¢ ‘r&4<
relatlonshxp between conventlonal religious alflllatlon and ¢

I

. ] the w1lllngness to adopt a retarded child.

[l

¥

If one looks at the dliierence between those who are» t

. affiliated with a tradltlonal rellglon~-Protestants, Catholics >

By

% and Jews--and those who have no reliblous afflllatlon one”

: sees tnat there is a p051t1ve a55001atlon between aff 1l;atlon

" and the’ WLILlnbness to adopt nandicapped andwretarded children }

-~ ?

and‘a negative association between afflllatlon and the
L x
willingness to-adopt a black thlldren The religiously

. :
affiliated express similar traditionalism\in their choice - -

.
& ~

“of girls in adoption. | e « _

The data yielded sone unexpected findings when we compared-

Jews with ”rotestants and Catnolics. Jews are usually regarded

3
4

J‘ ~ . .- . ° 1] e
i te be ..o polilitically 1iberal and, less rcligiously committed
i . [ ’ - o
. than adherents of other faiths. Yet, we found Jews to’be the

i
v

Tt e —
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- most unwilling; of all n considering the adoption of any .

&

stigmatized children. . There is a negative association .

a

L] ."', ' A~ 2 . \ N » . »
between Jewish affiliation and the wilkingness to adopt @
black, handicapped, retarded and older children. 1In the

actual adontions of children the negative association )
A »
persisted 1 ‘the adoption of male and black children. To .

. A

some extent, these findings are consistent with other

reseafcp in this area. " Another study, (Brenner, 1951), has.

noted greater preferences for females among Jewish adoptive ' .
N 4 . .

N . - .
parents. S i} S

]

The ﬁeaning;of'these trends is not'altogether,dlearﬂc

” ~

., There may well be sevé?al~iabt9rs ipvolvgd. One factor that

initially can be-ruled out is that the Jews-in our samplé L

are unrepresentatlvél The politics, social status andf“*\\\\_
- N N \\ 0

religious Qgrticiﬁation found among tne members of our

¢ 1

sample 1s consistent with.these characterisi;cs among, the

Americaﬁ'JewiEh popufation (Sklareﬂ‘1958).h One element
that may‘enterelnto the i1nterpretation of this is that Jews

are a particularistic group wgth’a commitment to-madintain the

N

rcontinuity ofﬂtheir religious and .ethnic culture. This presents

. formidable. obstacles in the adbption of black/ children

-

»1A particﬁl%;ly at a time of rising tensions between blacks

énd Jews. HNot only are there obstacles to the accepténce

E of black Jewish children on the part of Jews, but £Here is a

real question of the acceptability of black Jews within tne

e
- - -
- =

’” 4




.
)

black community. A black child with. whité Protestant

' adeptiVe parents would hgve little®trouble recoyeiling

-

@is black identity with a blacktﬁrotestant-Christian
identity; There 1s a viable tradition of‘black Droteqtant‘
Christian 1dent1ty. There is =z Ylablp urad;tlon of blan
protestant Christianity. The same can.not be saiq for

black Judiasm, which exists, but is marginal to both

communltles. '

L3 ‘

-~ ¢

.

: Aqother element wh\ch may well enter into the unWLﬁiLngness

of" Jews to consider the adoption of retarded and Lhandicapped

.

e . children is that Jews are among the groups most conscious of

N

the costs of child rearing. In examining data on Jewish =

< 1ertelety 1t seems llkely that Jews who are making tne asdfnt

“to middle and upper nxddle ‘class status are most llhelj Lo
" defer and“tv reduce child bearlqg (Goldstein and Goldsheider,

‘953). Y costs are an important con>idenatiun in the care

il L

o 0l a retarued or hand;caoned chxld both ,in terms ol time and
\\\\\\' ‘ money, tnej may appear to be ﬂronlblt~V€ to many mobile Jews.
- \T\\ ot;ll another eIement in the.explanation may be tne i '

o i - o
Y

! .
\apseoce vf a n.ssionary tradit.on within Judaism (Dukel.‘1jbp),

. ! * o ; 4 ) R )
' . ~“S;;§aihyc:or T & unfortunate is osten: iinved witi oroéletbzint .

vince Jews do not prosletize they «o not seF Lember's 2

.of otner groups as jotential \onverts5 thus making tﬂem less

.

ERIC S

L hd ¢
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Political'con%ervatism was measured by.the wife's~
polltlcal 1dent1f1eatlon on a 51x point scdle ranglnv from
. very conservatlve to radlcal We found tnat»those on the
- ~ right tended td be less accepting;oi,nlack cnildren; the

gamma value was . .435. qee Table VII.

o In«terms of the other ”hlldren—-the retarded, older,
and.the handlcapped——we found a sllgbt positive association
Cbetween political, conservatlsm and the w1111ngness to adopt
children of these descriptions. However, the. associations

were qglte weak and were not statlstleally 51gn1flcant The

direction of these a55001atlons is similar to those found

o
. .o ";. gy —

between lncreased religious partlclpatlon and the w1111ngness

- to adopt. Our initial expectation that political conservatives

>

« . '~ would be unirormly less acCepting of all stigmatized cnildren .
was not supported dy the data. This trend only held true, ‘ \
. - in the case of the black child. Howevef, the‘more traditional

acdoptive preferences of polltlcal conservatlves was ev1denced
~ N\ e
~ in their greater prefenences to adopt glrls (gamma-.103, N

. thi square became significant at .02). \\
Still another ractor that appears to influence the

@irlingness to’aceeﬁt minority children wnich\was revealedl

unexpectedly in Quf_data was neople'e experience with

. . adoption. Respondents were asked to recall their initial b
o J ;

inclinations toward adopting various kinds of stigmatiéed

children botnh before completing their adoptions and-how

.willing they would be if they were about to adopt again now.
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R 5 . . ..
llmltaixons uf this retrospective data, the.

As a result of ‘their

? [

experience thh adoptlon )u per cent showed VdPYlnb degrees

-

of . increased acueotance or hard to-place children: 40 per cent
showed~no change and 10 pyer cent 1nd1vated a‘Hecllne in ‘their

acCeptance of the hard-to- place.‘"

-

og older children; 26 per cent of our sampled families showed

was followed by 1ncrea51nb acceotanve of black chlldren, .

wnich exﬁerlenced a gain of 8 per cent.

’

dj . N . ! P
Sl_:xtlj netarded

ndopt eas;ly

Some kescrvationg

Would ‘not consider

Afrnc-American

Adopt.easily
Sonie Réservations
_Would not consider-

/

f

Older Child

Adont easily
Some, ‘Reservations
“oulu not consider

’

Physical Janclicap
‘Adopt casily

. Some heservations
Yould not cons}der

Teble VIII

greater wllllngness to accept these

~

Aiter |

(MJ.

The greatest chan:;e was indicated ln‘wnprea51ng acceptance

xinds of children; this

-

See Tabl? VIII.

-

Bejore gain' oy l.ss
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’ Althouph our stmnle is not altupether typlbal of
adoptive parents in general, considering:the large prOportion'
. : K

" of families who have adonted‘recially and culturally diverse

-

ohlldren the trends clearly suggest that - social workers may

find v»rosnective adont ive marents for older and black
‘ - .

children-among those who have already acopted.

.
' - - ) . A
< M N . * ‘

- Summary ai¥’ Conclusions )
LY 7 - . » ~.

Our data reveal that those in the fo“efront 1n/%ssum1ng

' more contemporary famlly life styles are ‘more amenable to “
a~parent1ng mlnormty chlldren. There appears to be a close
affin *ty between the deve10pment Of more flex1ble and

interchangable’ family roles and the agyie}tion ol wider .

rang in,: perspectives oi who might be inclnded among family -
members. As people renonnce‘conv%ntional sex roles tney abgear
to become 1ncrea51n§Iy Wlllln” to extend klnshlp beyoné the

A

tradltlonally accepted realm of. blologlcally related individuals., -

£ -

Thus, recent trends in adoption appear to be an 1ntegral

-~

component of more pervasnve family changes.

- Our ilndlngs also sﬁgbgst that the kind of Chlld .

parents chooseuto adopt closely reflects tneir values and

R < 3

*notltULLOndl commltnents Liberal and_rad;cal parents dis-

-

plafcu tiie most commitment to adopthb blacx children.

The conventlonaily religious showed the reatestinterest .

7

‘in nandlcapned and retarded— chlldren, These preferences -

%ould scen to *ndlcate that ;am;lles are often makiné an

v

4 4 ¢

95 AT
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ldeolobxgal statement ;nltueir adoptions. .The ideological .
. ) - *
comuartuent of liberals and radlcals to black ghlldrep should S o

e convenLLonally

»

need no explanaticn. -+ The commitment oj

~ . . ‘\_,_ N . ~
religious to the handicapped dnd retarded can be seep as a’ N
reilect.on ot traditional Judeo-Christian compassion for the R »
. - "o : TRy
untoriuhate. - . NP i
i o . S i
- - {{ . ]
. .
Adoption becomes a means oL iigress ing the cultupal values
. . N .,

of the 'adopting parents,

-

. We would argue that-chlld rearlng

-

L]
1lwars nhas pUlltlcal 1mollcatlons, parents ralse chlldren to .

reflect and. nerpetuate thelr values.

y

becomes more

Tn adOptlon'thlS $lmply

manitest. Adohtion creates an addltlonal

-,
Y . Y 4 °

. : e . : L -
Jimension .oy permittin ' parents to select a cnild that is

o . ‘" . 5 .
comnatiblie thn trell olue syoten. .
~ \ . R " \ - . 2 !

lnttLaLLy we nad seen parentlng st;rmatl?ed thldron as,

4 un.thry onenomena.  ur data clcarLy show Lnlq i¢ .hot the

case. ‘e rad expbcted tunat thuse cummitied Lo more secular, .

5 - "~

and liberal viewnou.uts uoq;d exnibi E a’ reetcr,avepdll ‘ e

. e [N
illingness to adopt fiost any st;gmattteu cu rla, unat we

rvund was that,secularlltperals di.lerea .rom the CUnvenu;unally

rel.gious and conservatives not ‘su e

1 [

to adout;ittgmatlzed twildren, but. in tie ninds ui Cendldren

N tuqir-lel-ngnesse
* »

. ¥ - .
tuey were wili.ng to acceot. T
our t.ndindd ooi 't to ‘a more ,éneral need to re-evaluate -
& s N
. : : PR YN S e T ‘ L .
.the \criteria 'employed '.n vnlacing 'stigmatized chilaren. A ° .

study in the tn;iuential‘journal Child lel:ade (Sellers, ]9by) *

- . i ' . - PR . ~
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, < : ‘ ” . age 25
"ﬂ ) . by . , . 3

- «

described the exclusion of couples with radical politics irom °*
the pool oi prospective 'adoptive parents for trans-racial
3 . » .
i -
= . .
+ placements. (ur data; suggests these might be among- the most

.
£ '
t

_The most immediate implication oi our-data for social = -

." appropriate garents. °

policy is_in.the adoptive placement of stigmatizedschildren.

£ Social agencies are often reluctant to believe that there

are families willing to adoprt stigmatized chiidren. Yet,

. . . . &

. our data suggests that as the trend toward sharing work and’
cbild care roles continues, the number of families who would
be receptive to the adoption of such children is likely to

-

" x # had
-ncrease.

L
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© Praditional sexual
division of labor
in.child care

o ... level at which
GA““AI%4 achieves

-significance

GAL A

 ¥illingness to  _ 143/10 -

adopt older

child -

a

Willinghess to

adopt black -.265/.001
child - :
Willingnésé\to '

adopt retarded ~.190/.10

child . ' < -

¥%illingness to .
adopt handi- -.203/.05
capped child ’

Adopted older . |

child (ren) —.127/.Uf
Adopted black ; )
child(ren) = bhe /.02
Adopted a : -
glrl * OQBO/ 02‘\,'
s \ - N
®

. \ = »
% N.35. stands for No% Significant

>

.
. \ . -
‘ .
\ . .
a
\
\

e

° Appondlx‘A

Do not.teel
mothers should
wWOTH | -,

.gvel at which
A¢ achileves
significance

~.13%39/.05

1]

_.578/..01
—.0Y9/NS.*
- .O71/K.S.*-

- .14 /3

~.57¢ /.00

L08L/i.5.%

jother ‘
unemployed

... [level at which
GAKMA/X% achieves

signiticance

. —.2i6/01

8-

;.;95/001
-.086/.10

-.127/.20

A

—-.23/01 |

-.336/.001

L026/N.S.*

'




Yo

Adopted a girl

‘ .
*,1.S. means Not Sign!

ficant .

1

31

B 3

.

> L Anpendix A Continued
Religious Conventional Religious
Participation Affiliation
vel at which level at which -
GAMHMA XS achiieves achieves significance
» “significance
R f
“'illingnesgs to .. . .
.adopt older L0eh/,. 30 0
child -~ - g
Willingness to ' .
adopt black ’ -.035/.20 .001
child * S
Willingnessg to v )
adopt retarded 175730 - Oy
child N )
willingness to ¢t ‘
adopt handi- .205/.02 .001
capped child -
Adopted .older N
*enild(ren) .106/20 :30
" Adopted black ; ‘
Chlld;(rcn) T.l ?/NoSo* .05 .
. .045/N.S..*, * .10

GAMM%/

Fal

. R
Political
Conservatism

N >°'
level at which
X2 achieves
significance

LC34/N.S.*

. -.h35/001
]

.027.20

*

021 /8.8,
LU23/N.SL *

. 4499/,001
©,103/.02




