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FOREWORD

The burih of the American Republic was indeed a *chot heard round the world.” Not
undy was it of major mterational siznificance at the time. but it remams an event of
certinuing intesest and influenc: in the contempoiary world. It 1 therefore not surprising
that the American Revolution, is included i the curriculum of the schow! systems of most
natLus. i

This set of selections from the history texts of 13 of thezs nztions is not the first nor
vill it be the last effort by educators to gather the curricular perceptions of other
countrics about key events or periuds in American history. Indeed, as the appendix
reveals, the Office of Education published its first report more than 83 years ago on how
the American Revolutionary War was taught in the schools of other nations. The
particular merit of the present compilation is that it provides American teachers with
valuable contemporary source material not otherwise readily available for teaching about
the American Revolution, especially during the period of the Bicentennial Celebration.
Teachers interested in inquiry leaming, a comparative 2pproach to history. andfor
international understanding can utilize the collection in a variety of ways to help students
develop their analytical skills and broaden their undesstanding of American fustory and of
factors which contribute to intercultural communication.

Na special effort was made to select entries that emphasized sinsilarities or differences
witl: prevailing Ameiican perspectives on the Revolution. We simply sought selections
fepresentative of the treatment accorded the subject in the textbooks of 2 numberof =
important nations around tle world. While the various accounts reflect 2 range of views,
1t is interesting to note that taken asa whole the similarities far outweigh the differences
when compared with Amcrican perceptions. This 1s probably because of the fairly
widespread consensus among historians on many of the facts and interpretations
concerning the American Revolution. Such convergences of opinion would seem less
likelv on various other events or periods.

While the material has general interest value in itself, achievement of its full
educational potential is dependent upon how teachers utilize the vanous sejections not
only to deepen students” understanding of the American Revolution through the insights
revealed by comparative perspectives, but also to develop their ability to think crincally
abaut history and communication, process and product. For example, teachers can use
some of the selections fo introduce students to such matters as how ideology and
nzstionalism can be involved in the treatment of one countrys history by the textbook
writers of another. Other parts of the material can be used to help show how a country's
own nationbuilding experience may tend to shape its-perceptions of the development of
othey countsies. The material is also of value to those interes:ed in the images of America
abroad and how the school systems of other countries help shape those views.

Such a collection as this naturally raises a question about the other side of the
coin how adequately do American textbooks and other educational matenals represent
key events or periods in the history of other pations? There is much fertile ground here
for continuing collaboration between educmors and historians that remains largely
uncultivated,
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To halp explore ated and stmulate iterest in he study of how aldequately Amesican
educationa] materials currently in use represent other cosntsies. the US. Office of
Education has supposted ssme small but important demonstration projects in the past
few years. One 1s concerned with the nature and adequacy of the treatment of Japan and
another of Egypt n American schoolbooks, primarily at the sxcondary level. The others
are concerned with the films and filmstrips about Japan and sbout Egypt availabl2 for
educational use m the United States. The two projects concerned with Japan are
completed: those dealing with Egypt are in process.

Clearly. much more needs to be done in developing educational materials wiich
sncerporate the smportant dimensivas inkerent in the comparative approach. The basic
smportance of the task tu the 1o1al educational enterpnse is such that it merits a higher
prionty on the Natn's research and deselopment agenda and should not be depzndent
upon Federdl funds. There 1s much room fur initiative here by enterprising scholars and
publishers..

There arz also needs and vpportunities for covperation bztween and arong nations on
a hifateral. regonal, of international basis. An excellent example of a bilateral effort is the
joint project on mutual understanding between the United States and Japan which is
being carried out under the auspices of CULCON. thie special United States-Japan Joint’
Committee on Cultural and Educational Cooperation. Under the sponsorship of
CULCON. and with the cooperation of the Japanese Ministry of Education, the US.
Office of Education, and hie East-West Center, a team of Japanese educators and scholars
and a team of Amenican educators and scholars are working separately and together to
increase mutual understanding between the United States and Japan through the
improvement of curnculum materials and methods in elementary and secondary
education 10 buth wountries. The chairnian of the U.S. Education Sub-Committee is Dr. A,
Craig Phuflips. Supenntendent of Public Instruction of the State of Nosth Carolina. The
chairman of the Japanese Education Sub-Committee is Dr. Isao Amagi, Special Advisor to
the Minister of Educztion of Japan.

Examples of regtonal and international collaboration on related matters would include
the project of the Organization of American States entitled “Can Man Transcend His
Culture?”, the Associated Schools Project of UNESCO. and the development of the
International Baccalaureate.

A word about the origin and present scope of this volume is'in order. A few years ago
the international staff of the US. Office of Education looked ahead at various
possibilities for program contributions to the Bicentennial Celebration. Dr. Robert
Barendsen of the Comparative Education staff put forward the idea of compiling
selections from the textbooks of other nations on the subject of the American
Revolution. Within the constraints of time and funds available, Dr. Barendsen and his
colleagues listed on the title page made all the arrangements for gathering, selecting, and
translating the current materials, These tasks were shepherded throughout by Dr.
Barendsen and special credit is due hum for his unflagging persistence in seeing this part of
the work through to completion.

iv 5




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Tiae very interesting material in the appendix was brought to light at a ater stage by
the general editor of this compilation, Helen Wiprud. in the course of helping prepare
arother publication to be made available during the period of the Bicentennial
Celebration. This volume will reproduce selections from the rich airay of histerical
information on various facets of international education in the fast third of the 19th
century- from the founding of the U.S. Office of Education in 1867 to 1900-which are
cvontained in the annual reports of the U.S. Cdmmissioners of Education dunng that
period. .

The chapter printed in the appendix is drawn from the “Report of the Commissioner
of Education for the Year 1894.95" and contains extracts from 24 books of Enghsh
histury used at that time in the elementary schools of “other English-speaking peoples,
especizily in Great Britain.™ Its inclusion in this volume in advance of the publication of
the other pre-1900 material adds a dimension of special historical interest and value to
the comparative potential inherent in the initial undertaking. As the reader of the
appendix will find. the early consensus on fact and interpretation, the general congruence
with most present-day perceptions., and the essential fair-mindedness of the treatment all
come through clearly.

Tie brief comments on this material given by Commissioner W. T. Harris in the
intreduction to that Annual Report 50 years age Iy of sufficieni interest tement quotation.

ENGLISH TEXT-BOOKS ON THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

Chapter XLIV of Part §f deals with English methods of teacking the history of the
American Revolutionary war, and was prepared in accord with the suggestions of the
Hon. Semuct Plimsoll, fate member of Parliament . . . . He belicves that much ilf fecling
toward England his boen engendered by the teachings of the school historics of the
Urited States. Teachers of our national history in our schools will compare with interest
the extracls fram English text-books here given with the corzesponding passages in our
nwn text-books,

The comparative approach recommended in the Jast sentence remains valid today.

Here, then, is a baker's dozen of examples of how cuirent textooks in other nations
view the American Revolution, together with examples from a related collection
published by the Office of Education a few years before the turn of the century. Making
these international resources available to American educators in this convenient and
inexpensive form is a US. Office of Education contribution to the Bicentennial
Celebration which the international program of USGE is pleased to present,

Robert Leestma

Assoctate Commissioner for

Institusional Development and
January 1976. International Education
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For Americans reflecting on the significance of the American Revolution during the
Bicentenniai commemoration. it can be both mteresting and instructive to consider how
the Revelution is viewed by other peoples. One promuing approach s to examine the
way the Revolution is trzated in history bouks in the secondary schools of other nations.

Texts at the secondary rather than the higher education level were chosen because
secondary schools reach a much larger proportion of the population than do higher
cducational institutions, and because secondary schools within a given country usually
present a more nearly standardized version of historical subject matter than is found in
the more sophisticated and disparate materials used in colleges and universities. While
fesources were not available to undertake a comprehensive survey of the relevant material
used in secondary schools in all nations. selections were compiled from 13 nations,
ncludimg at least one leading country from each of the principal regions of the world,
These selzctions were taken from history books that are widely used in their countries of
origin,

Each selection is identified as 1o source and gradé level, and is rendered in English
tramskation when, as m most instances, the original is in another language. The
presentation format follows that of the originar as closely as feasible, with the pattern of
headings and the original paragraphing retained. In the few instanices in which
repraduction of illustrations, maps, and diagrams in the original selection was practical
and the substance sufficiently important. such material has been reproduced, All other
graphics are represented in blue print, with the nature of the material indicated in
boidface, and the caption and any additional commentary accompanying the item in the
original rendered in italics. In order to preserve, insofar as practicable, not only a
selection’s original format but also its style, the translated material has not been polished
into smoother forms of expression in English. Also, so that the texts may speak for
themselves without undue interruption, compilers’ notes and interpolations have been
limited to the bare minimum necessary for clarity, and no attempt has been made to
point out or corsect factual errors in the selections.

In translated sclections, extensive quotations from an American document (e.g., the
Declaration  of Independence) have been copied directly from the original
English-language document to avoid the altered wording that sometimes emerges when a
historical document is transkated into a foreign language and then subsequently rendered
back into the original language by a different frarisktor.

Most of the selections cover events outside a narrowly defined time frame for the
Revolutionary War (i.c., events that occurred before or after the period from the outset
of the war in 1775 to the Peace Treaty of 1783). The reason for this is usually 1o be
found in the original presentation from which the selection was drawn. In many
instances, the section of the original source that was relevant for the purposes of this
project covered not only the important events of the 1760 and early 1770’s that are
essential to understanding the more immediate causes of the conflict, but alsc some
background material summarizing the development of colonization in North America
from the beginning of the 17th century, In addition, the relevant section usually carried
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ihe narrative forward to cover the establishment of the Federal Government under the
Constitution of 1787, and m a few cases encompassed some aspects of the period up to
and somewhat beyond 1800. . .

Readers of this collection- particularly teachers and students may find it interesting
to (1) compare the differing interpretations of the significance of the events’described;
{2) note aspects that are included or omitted, emphasized or played down; (3) detect
factuzl inaccuricies. (4) identify the parts of a selection that reflect the special
perspectives of the country in which it is used; and (5) use the tutorial questions at the
end of some selections to compare their knowledge of this period of American history
with that expected of foreign secondary schoot students.

Finally, 1t should be noted that aithough the selection from each country is believed to
be representatve of the approach to the American Revolution in that country’s
secondary school history books, the selections as a group cannot properly be used in and
of themselves as a basts for quahitative comparisons of secondary studies in the countrics
represented in the collection.
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1. FRANCE ‘

The Formation of the United States

In 1776 the English colonists f Amerwa revolted,
they  n their independence with the help of France
and formed the Republie of the United States, the
Jirst free state in the New World,

¢ The uprising of the Enghsh colomsts,
¢ The French intervention.

I. The Uprising of the English ?élonists

1. The Origins of the Conflict

In the aftermath of the Treaty of Paris (1763), the
English Government took several measures that
greatly angered the Amernican colomsts. It forbade
them, for fear of an Indian upnsing, to settle 1n the
country between the Ohig, the Great Lakes, and the,

. MISblSSlppl. This. decision caused kéen indignation
among the spcculators wifo had hoped to get rich by
buying land at low pmcs and reselling 1t at very Ingh
‘ones. - .

When one Indian tribe revolted, the London
Government decided to mamntam a small Britishf army
on a permanent footmg, m the 13 colonies. Also, the
Governors, whose salaties had until that time been
. paid by the Assemblies of the several colonies, were
henceforth to-bespaid by the Treasuryin London, so
as to make them more mglependent of thc colonists,

To find the necessary revenues for these addi tional
expenses, the English mmistry decided to clamp

-~ down leavily on smugghng, ipn that way, customs

.
~

3Compilers® Note. -Translated  from  Jean Michaud's
1715.1870, lLa Formation du Monde Modern. Collection
Jules Issac. Pans: Classiques Hachette, 1966, Pp. 96-102.
Reproduced with permission from Classiques Hachette (pub-

lishers) The material is designed for the 9th year of 4 §2-year

primury-secondary school cycle.
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duties would bung i more money. It then levied a
new tax, ¢alled the stamp tay. whichi mean? iniro-
ducing to America the use of stamiped paper sold at a
profit by the English treasury (1765). The specu-
laturs, the merchants who were prospering on the
smuggling trade, the lawyeis, and the printess ducClIy
affected by the stamp tax stirred up violent riots,
, particularly in the colonies of Virginia, New York,
and Massachusetts. Frightened, the English Govern-
ment abolished the stamp tax and the agitation dicd

down. . ! ~

s - . -

T y
[Picture] “Burmne stwiped paper o Beston ¢ Augist
17050 The Scamp Act made 8 mandatory (o use
spectal paper, stumped paper, or 1eaffix a tax stymp
foainn docamonn upoliing Cefan transag ons, e
saampss which ragscd w valne trom 3 haltpann o
£0, Fad Lo b aioved speaficaliy to o spapys. In
S Commpas, ondy one sgnber rose to
OF Gt dganid e 2%, mea specc duning which he
rforrad v H bcicans as i Sons of Liberty. The
iher spréad Moo owildtae i America where the
Stamp Lot woandd butier oppositen, The pringers,
tirst of at, decuded oo publoh thewr newspupers
with ot szwnp‘ Lyervwhore Sons of Liberty (qu)s
Wide {&MJJ’ whicde corroponded with cacl; other
and ey Sl dommstrations The must $aolomt
s adonts cuerred i Boston i {tavnast of 1765, The
Cm b burned, sramped papa domodhed @ bl
under consthieton it was roportedly b Imlm the
Stenp Otfice Synd comple e of Hee Tonse of
the Licutenan; Goyernor of the aty

2. The Conflict Mounts

The agitation flared up agam shortly after this,
when new duties were placed on American imports of
iron, paper, and tea by the Lundon Parliament.
Several purely lucal inudents, the scope of which was
considergbly exaggerated both in London and in

12 ,,
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areties ageravaivd the conthicn. Past came whai the

colunpts called the Buston Massadre (1770). sume
Coglish soddiess, whe had been stuned 1 the streets,
fired on and killed four of the protesters. Then came
the Busten Tea Party (1773) colunists disguised as
Indians tossed into the harbor 33C cases of tea that
had just :ntered the port. Furicus. George Hi re-
scinded the charter of the Masacpusetts culonv and
onlered Ui pust of Bostun clused until the people
had paid the vabze of the tea. Mussachusetts then
appealed to the uther colonies.
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3. The Break With England

A congress made up of delegates from ;
colonies -except  Georgia-met at Philadgfphia in
774. m a Dedaration of Rights, 1« affirmed] the right
of every English citizen not to be taxed without his
consent. At the same time, the culonists were
bullding up supplies of weapuns everywhere. An
Lughish detachment that tsied to serze one of these
deputs cJashed near Bosivn with sume Amernican
militiamen and.lust about 250 men (1775).

Tnat mudent brought the final break. While
Geurge 11 was making up his mind to reduce the

. wlunies by furee of anns, the Philadelphia Congress

assumed suverergn authurity, rased troups, and gave
command of them o a Vugina planter named

Washmgton. The tollowing year, 1n 1776, the colony |

: ’ 13

of Vugnia dedared atsell independent of King
Geange H1L A new Congiess, on July 4, 1776, adupted
the Dedarauen of Independence of the United
States.

From then on, the vnly way to setile the conflict
was by furce.
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4. Beginnings of the War for Independence

The war lasted almost 8 years. Each of the adver-
safics 1an intu serivus Jdifficulties. The Cnglish troups,
partly wwmpused of Germa., mercenaries, were goud
and numerous, but they we.e fighting in an unknown
land, almost without roads, and covered with
immense furests where it was often impessible. to get
supplies ur engage the enemy. As fur the Americans,
they were a long way frum presenting a united fyont
to the English. Very jealous of souvereignty, the 13
wlunies refused to submit to a single govestiient,

_even for the duration of the war. Moreover, loyalists.




big planters, and wealthy merchaats, who wanted tu
keep an undentandmg with the mother country,
existed side by side with those who fvored the
breach with England. Tlas Jatter group came mostly
from the more mudest levels of suctety. Finally . the
American army lacked, amms and clothing: the volun-
teers would leave the front as suon as then term of
enhistment had exprred. the militia were teluctant 1o
fight far from their homes. the generals were medi-
vere. Washington himself was no zeat military leader.
1t was rather because ot liis mioral quahties, Iny firm-
ness of sprrit, his tenacity. and his self-saurtfice that
hie became the architeet of victory . ’

The first 2 years of the war were bad ortes fur the
colonists  the cittes of New York and Philadelphta
were occupied by the Enghsh. But, at the end o)
1777, an English army moving down from Canada
wits encountered in the forest and fureed to suirender
at Saratoge This victony restored comage to the
Amencans and, most impuortant. it wos them France
asan glly,
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5. The French Intervention

I The French Alliance and Victory for the Insurgents

The American cause was sety popular m Franee.
already a number of zentlemen, mduding the Margquns
de Lafayette, fud gune to senve under Washington as
volunteer:. The [French} Government began by pro-
viding for the insurgents that 1s what the rebeling
colonists were called clothing and arms. then m
1778 it signed a treaty of alliance with therr represen.
tauve in France, Franklin. The following year, Spam
joined with France. hopmg to get Gibraltar and
Flonida back from the English.

The war went on for 5 more years, m very differ-
ent theaters. In America, where the struggle was
shifting to the Svuth. General Rochambeau's French
worps helped the rebels to blochade an Enghsh army
m the city of Yorktown, i Virginia, and to foree it
to surrender (October 17X81). In Europe, the Franco-

-Spanish fleets nanaged neither to effect a landing in
Englund nor to -etake Gibraltar. In the Antilles, the
French fleet. atter initial victories. in 1782 suffered a
severe defeat. Meanwhile. off the coast of India.
[Admiral] Suffren several tunes defeated the English
fleet and signed a treaty of alliance with a Hindy
sovereign who was an implacable foe of the English.

At last, England gave in and signed the Treaty of
Versailles [Treaty of Paris] in 1783. Slie recognized
the independence of the United States, and ceded to
it all the land between the Allegheny Mountains and
the Munsissippi: she returned to Spain the island of
Minorca and Florida; she restored to France one of
the Antilles and a few posts on the Senegal coast
wiuch had been tuken from her in 1763, and at long
last recognized France’s nght to fortify Dunkirk. Out
of" this long war, which had cost her enormous sums.
France won only minimal advantages, but the Gov-
crnment was content to have restored French prestige
and brought England low.
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2. Organization of the United States

The Amerncan war had many comseqaences. The
mest mnportant was the creation of a new state, the
Unifed States. the finst free state ever founded by
Europeans outside Europe.

Alter a lot of difficulties a financial crisis. polits-
cal and commercisl squabbles between colenies,
strong social antagomsm: between nich and poor m
1787 the 13 States adopted a Constitution which. in
s major outhnes. 15 still o force today. Like the

" Linsted Proviaces” i Europe, the Uiited Siates con-
“stituted 2 federal republie. Each State had its wwn

mstitations; but above those 13 State governments
there was a federal government responsible for their
common  affairs: war, diplomacy, currency. and
commerce. The executive power was vested in a
preswlent: the legislative power. in a Congress made
up of two chambers a Senate, in which cach State
has two representatives, and a House of Represen-
tatwves. in which each State is represented by a num-
ber of congressmen proportional to its population.
Finally, there were the federal courts, the highest of
which 1s the Supreme Court, -

3. Repercussions in America and in France

The example of the emancipation of the English
wolumies had profound 1epercussiuns. As early as the
cnd of the I8th century. there wete uprisings in
Spamsh Amerra and, 40 yeass after the Tieaty of
Versailles, there was nothing left of the Spanish
empite vn the American continent. In France. the
example of the United States was even more swiftly

bCumpiless’ Note. - Al the time of the Amesican Revolu-
tron, the ~"Umsied Provinces”™ was a political enuty s the asea
nuw kaown as the Netherlands.

15.

Declaration of Rights in 1774 aad again of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776. The French
had made thoese prnciples victorious in America:
would they noi make them prevail in France itself?
Furthermore. the expenditures connected with the
war had increased the financial difiiculties: Louis XVI
had to agree to summon the Estates General into
session 1 1789, And the convocation of the Estates
General marked the beginning of the French Revelu-
tivn.
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Summary

tolloned. The prnciples the French philosophes had
arzued and preached were the foundations of the

o In 1774, an Americzn Congress published the
Declaration of Rights, and then, on July 4, 1776,
another Congress proclaimed the independence of the
United States. )

¢ The carly years of the war were hard for the
Americans, But in 1777 they forced the surrender of
an English army at Sarat~ga and that victory won
them alliance with France.

o France, backed by Spain, declared war on
(England (1778). By the Treaty of Versailles (1783),
England recognized the independence of her 13
American ¢olonies and restored to France and Spain
some of their colonies.

» The Republic of the United States gave itself a
federal Constitution (1787). fts example spurred the
cmancipation of the Spanish colonies in America and
n France it hastened the hour of the Revolutior. ‘

|

The Constitution of the United States

Article 1

-« * & * [ 4 * ' L
fvery Bill which shall have passed the House of Repre-

sentanses and the Scenate shall, before it becontes a Law, be
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preseated 1o the Prosdent of the United States; If he
. 3Pproses. he shall sa:n st, but §f nol. he shall refurn i1, with

-~ _his Objectiuns. o that House 1n niuch 1t shall have onanated,

he"Shall .. reconsider v If dfter such Reconsideration

- 3 Wethurds of the Huuse shall agree 10 pass the Bill, it shall be

sent. . to the other House, by which it shall likewise be
recensidered. and if approved by twe-shirds of that House, i:
shall become a Law., .. -

t ] - - * . - t ]
Article 11

The tvecunve Power shall be vinted in a Prestdent of the
Unsted Stares of Amenca. He shall hotd his Office dusing the
Term of four Yexts, and, together with the Vice-Presidens,
<husen for the samz Term, be elected. as follows:

Each Srate shall appoint. sn sach Manner as the Lezslature
thereot may direet, 2 Number of Electors, vqual to the wholc
Numbers of Senators and. Representatives tds huch the Siate
may be entitled i the Congress. . .. {

- - L d = L L 3 L]
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He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Conscat
of the Senare, 10 make Treatics. provided twothirds of the
Sematers present concur. , . .

- * - & * * -

This Article is very important. It is the Senate
which, as the final authority, is the master of the
country’s foreign policy. In 1919, the Senate was o
refuse to ratify the treaties signed by President Wilson
at the close of the First World War. Moreover, the
Constitution grants very extensive powers to the
President. He governs with federal cabinet members
of ministerial rank whom he names and dismisscs at
will. For 4 years he plays the simultancous role of a
Head of State and an irremovable pnme minister. The
United States does not, therefore. make use of the
parliamentary system. -
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2. FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Peleat T 1 e gt dedl Conmmre fiTives
! I P Jie f_,.;;;ﬁ,_g;-;;.;\f
) LT ot ot Anoonge 1

P R L }

The Fight for Independence
in the English Colonies ¢f
North America®

The English Colonies in North America -
A system of internal self-government had devel-
vped 1n North Amenca’s 13 Enghsh- colomes that
their Governors had to respect. These were appointed
by the King in seven colonies while they weré elected
by the culunists mn the remaining ones. Every citizen
who had a major piece of land and that was most of
them —was enutled to vote. By the middle of the 18th
century, most of the-affairs of government were in
the hands of the colonists. The great distance
between the colonies and London alone meant that
“conditions in America developed in their own way.
The immigrants came from various European
countnes; rehgious behef and social position 1nitially
differentiated them from each other. But the new

homeiand confronted all of them wath the same -

dem-:ids. Only the able ones could master the tough
1ask of opemng up the country. This 1s why ability
and success became the decssive yardstick for the
position of the individual in society.

The 13 New England States had about 250,000
settlers living in them around 1700 by 1775, there
were 2% million, including about 400,000 Negro

-

aCompilers’ Note.~Translated from Erich Gocrlitz's Das
Werden der Modernen Welt (1648-1900). Paderborn-
Hannover:  Schoingh-Schrocdel, 1968. Pp. 63-67. Repro-
duced here with permission from  Schomgh-Schrocdel,
tpublishers). The materal 15 designed for the 9th year of o
{3-year pnmary-secondary school cycle.

¥

slaves. Among the whites, about 1.7 million were of
English origin. Agnculture was the most important
branch of the economy. In the South, there were big
sugar and tobacco plantations and later on mostly
vast areas of cotton plantations. This is where most of
the Negro slaves worked. The planters were the
richest people in the colonies. followed by the
merchants. But everybody was able to acquire prop-
erty of his own, often through hard work at the very
edge of the wildeiness.

A French nobleman who visited the American
volomes 1 1759 wrote the following about the
European immigrants and their Jife in America:

Everything helps them in their regencration—new laws, 2
new way of fife, 2 new social order; this is where they
become men. . . The moment he (the immigrant) breathes
the an, he makes new plans and starts oui doing things he
would never have dieamed of 1n his old home country. . .
The laws of this land take him protectivelyinder their wing
Let evesyone figure out for himself what kind of change must
take place in the spirit and thoughts of this man. He begins to
forget his former serviiude-and deprndence. . . .

Tax Fight

England’s victory in the Seven Years’ War released
the colonies from the French grasp.b No longer were
the English settlers threatened from Canada and
Louisiana. This is one reason why ties between the
colonies and the motherland became locser When
England wanted to collect taxes in the American
colonies in 1765, a dispute arose.

-

[Pictuse] Thomas Jefferson.

17

-
~
v

bCompilers’ Note. The part of the Seven Years® Wor
11756-63) that took place 1n America is ussally seferred to in
U.S. history as the French and Indian War (1754-63).
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Bewsure the colonnes had alw benetitzd from the
Enghh wictory. the English Parhament wanted 1o
have them help pay the Government debts. The
English scrtlers were of the omimun, huowever, that
enly representatives elected by them had the nght to
tax them. But the sertlers dud not participate 1 the
elections tor the English Howe of Commens. and si
the English state could nut tax avay a part of therr
possesstons (nu 1axation svithout representation”),
Representatives of several colonies met for the first
time in 1765 and addressed 4 pention to the King and
Parliament. In 1766 the Enghsh Parliament had to
drop 1ts taxation plans because tax colleciion had
failed in the face of settler seststance. This situation
repeated itself during the coming years.

Finally. the English Parliament contined iiself to a
single. small fax that concerned tes mmports 1n order
to preserve st feast formally the prnuple of Enalish
fax authenty, Bul it was preasely tus faxmy
authority that the Amencns did not want to
recognize. The English Governui of Massachusetts
wanted to force collection of the tea tax n Boston,
Only sfter the cargo had been unloaded and taxed
cotld the shups leave-the post agamn. Durning the might
of December 16, 1773, Amencans dressed up as
Indians threw the cargo of a tea vessel into the water.
English punitive measures aganst  Boston only
increased resistance in all of the 13 colontes, Repre-

sentatives from all colonies met for the first time 1n .

Philadelphia in September 1774, They decided to
terminate trade with Engfland. When a second Conty-
nental Congress was attended by representatives of all
colonies in Philadelphia in 1775, there had already
been warlike clushes between English troops and the
American militia.

Fight for Independence

In the sununer of 1775, the Second Continental
Congress directed the Prosperous tobacco planter
George Washington (1722.99) from Virginia to estab-
lish an army. Waslington, who had distinguished
himself as an officer in the war against the French
and the Indians. faced a very difficult (ask. Out of the
milia forces e was to shape an army that could
stand up to the [:n_‘;::hsh regular army. Accustomed to

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

electing its oificers and fighting enly when and so
long as 1t seemed absolutely necessary, the American
militia was at first rather unsuited for a long war.

Washington persuaded Friedrich von Steuben, a
former officer of Frederick the Great, to 1ake over
the job of giving the troups military training.
Although cooperation among the colonies was poor,
although Congress had no power to implement
necessary  measures, and although the number of
volunteers remained small, Washington in the end
overcame most of the difficulties.

After the first military success. the 1epresentatives
of the 13 colonies on July 4, 1776, declared these
areas to be independent of England. Together the 13
States formed the Republic of the United States of
America The Declaration of Independence was
essentially written by Representative Thomas Jeffer-
son (1743-1826) from Virginia. This trained lawyer
was guided by the ideas of John Locke. The
separation of the States from England was based on
rights that are jnherent in every person but that
England would riot have given the Americans, ,

The war lasted from 1775 until 1783. Support of -
the colonists by France, Holland. and Spain became
“ae decisive factor. When more than 5,000 Englishmen
capitulated in 1781, the war was decided 1n miltary
{erms,

Peace was signed in 1783. For the first ume.

Xitizen-soldiers had won 3 victory ever Jured merce-
nanes. although only with powerful foreign aid. The
independence of the United States was recognized in
the peace treaty. England retainied Canada: the
country west of the Mississippi fell to Spain, as did
Florida, .-

From the Americag. Declaration of Independence of
July 4, 1776: .

* * * * -+ P *

We hold these truths to be self-cvident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by thesr Creator wih
cestain unalienable Ryghts, that among these are Life, Libenty
and the pursuit of Happimess. That to sccure these rphts,
Governments are mstituted among Men. deniving thcir just’

£
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powens from ibe coment of the governed. That whenevel any
torm of Government becomes destructive of these ends. it 1s
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish iI, and to
mnsyylule new Governmeni, laying its foundation on such
prnaples and orgamzing 1ts powess n such form, s to them
shall scem most likely to effect their Safety and Happi-
ness. . .

* - - - - . @ *

We, therclote, the Reprexniathes of the uniled Stales of
Amicina, 10 Gencial Congress, Assembled, appeding to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
inicntions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of-the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That
these Umited Colonies are. and of Right ought 1o be I rec and
Independent Siates. . . .

The United States Constitution

Duning the war, most of the individual states had
adopted constitutions that gave only little authority to
the Congress as the federal authority. This resulted in
considerable internal troubles after the war that could
be overcome only through a Constitution for the
entire Union. That Constitution materialized in 1787,
‘Human rights. such as were found in the Declaration
of Independence and especially in the Constitution of
Virginia, became a part of the American Constitution,
It implemented the scparation of powers into a
legislative. an executive, and a judicial branch. The
state’s mission was to secure- the liberty of the
individual.

Unaotamy 4 D wiiie Sty Comsttuten,
sreatrt ~es W2 i Lisents in the
e ded vl Goaernment and the relation-

ton g ey oast ander The casrent

Al 1ty

Ty 1 e CopaTtaion. |

The Constitution left the individual States exten-
sive internal independence but strengthened federal
authority to such an extent that a federal state
capable of taking action did arise The President, who
is elected for a 4.year term by the people, holds
executive authority. The President and the govern-
ment, whith is made up of men who enjoy his
confidence, thus do not depend on Parliament [Con-
gress]. Legislative authority is exercised by
Congress—Pazliament. [t consists of two chambers:
the House of Kepresertatives, the actual people’s
assembly, and the Senate, the body representing the
individual federal State . The Supreme Court is the

8 19
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thud authonty here and 1t must see to it that all
measures of the Government agree with the Consti-
tution. To declare war, the President needs the
approval of Congress: for treaties, Senate approval is
encugh.

George Washington was elected first President of
the United States in 1789. It was due to his efforts
and achievements that the new state soon grew strong
mternally 1n spite of cunsiderable tensions. The
[French] Declaration of the Rughts of Man and the
American Constitution became models for countries
that wanted to build up a liberal democratic system.
The American Constitution of 1787, later provided
with several amendments, is still in force today.

The 3 million inhabitants were mostly farmers
who lived far away from each other. Philadelphia, the
biggest city, had about 30,000 inhabitants. Society
here differed considerably from European society.
There were no piivileged classes. America did not
experience the burden of an outdated form of society
that made political life in Europe appear increasingly
questionable. Anybody who worked in America
could generally acquire property and thus alse politi-
cal rights. Thus, America became a model for
dissatisfied Europeans. Out of the 30,000 German
mercenaries who-sold into English service by their
princes—had fought against the Americans, 12,000
remained mn the country whose freedom and inde-
pendence they were supposed to have prevenied.
Ameng the French, who fought on the side of the
Americans, it was especially the Marquis de La
Fayette (1757-1834) who was a convinced supporter
of the new political ideas. Freedom, which liad been
implemented in America, was something that many
citizens in Europe yearned for.

S

Sfor Amicrica.

[Picture} Hessian mercenaries, whose services were
sold tor Fugland by their prince, are shown embarking

-
<

From the Contract on Soldier Service between
England and a German petty prince dated Apr. 20,
1776: .

The soldiers are complerely at the disposal of the King of
Great Batan .. . for use in his servive in Europe and North
America. ...

»




8 Asaz rectutting fee, His Hishness will be pard 30 Talers which wuas won as a result of forcign support,
for every infunteyman and every Ginnercer. . especially from France. The conviction that inspired

the Americans was expressed most strongly 1n the
Declarattion of Independence of July 4, 1776. The

9 Asusumal, three wounded are counted s une dead man A
dead man will b paid for 1 sccondanve with the recqunng

fee. .. Constitution of 1787 implemented the separation of
authority into three branches. Human rights were a
10, Throughout the entite wme that this CoIps fn this case part of the Constitution. The individual’s freedom

670 men) »on His Mazestys pay. His Brzanns Majesty

£rants the must Serens Prinwe an annusl subsidy of 26 08 was for the first time secured through constrtutional.

faw. Events in America became 2 modei for the

Taters.
political hopes of many Europeans. .

Summary

A rather highly developed system of local adminis- '
tration by the colonists already existed in North New concept: human rights . ,
America’s English colonies. Because they did not .
participate in clections to the Enghsh P arliament,  poember the following event: 1776, USS. Dzclasa-
they rejected taxation by England. ‘From this resis- tion of Independence.

tance grew the War for Independence (1775.83)
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3. UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

The War for Independence

of the English Colonies in North
America and Formation

of the United States?

Reasons for the Colonies” Uprising Against England

As 1t guarded the Enghsh bourgeoisié aganst rivals,
the Enghsh Parliament strove 1n every way to cramp
the development of industry and trade 1n the Amen-
can colonies. Parhament prolubited construction ot
wonmahing workS 1n America and then the manufac-
ture of any sort of fabrics, and it prescribed that they
be imported ready:made from England. ‘

The poor farmers and workers were outraged 11
1763 when the Engiish King forbade movement mto
the Western territories so that the settlers on the
lands of the English aristocrats would pay quitrent.
But the colonists seized the land of the large
landowners and repeatedly rebelled .aga:nst the colo-
nial authorities.

The Stamp Act was enacted 1n 1765, It put a 1ax
on all trade transactions; there was even a lugh tax on
every 1ssue of a newspaper. The inhabitants of. the
colomes declared that the colomes were not repre-
sented 10 the Laghsh Parhament and that therefore
Parhanient had no nght to impose 1axes on then.

.
s
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Note.~Translated from A. V. Efimov's
Nenaia istorig, hast 1, uchebmk  Jdla vos'moge  klassa
srednei shkoly (Modern History, pt. I, Textbook for the
Eighth Grade of Sccondary School). Moskva- [zdatel'stvo
“Prosveshchenie™ (Moscow: “Enlightenment” Publishers),
1970. Pp. 38-53. The matenal 15 designed tor the 8th yc.nror
a 10ryear pumary-secondary svhool cydc
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The attempt- to introduce the stamp tax led to an
uprising of the people of Boston and other cities of
the colonies. The officials collecting the taxes were
tarred and feathered, Jashed to long rails, carried
under the deafening clangor of pans and buckets, or
driven in wagons, and then the collectors were hanged
in effigy from trees. Their household belongings were
burned in bonfires. The resistance svas so unanimous
that the English Government revoked the Stamp Act.
But soon Parliament iimposed new taxes and sent
armed forces to the American colonies.

The so-called Boston Massacre took place in this

Aense situation. It began when boys playing near the

customs house began to throw snowballs at the
Faglish_sentries. A crowd gathered to watch the
spectacle. The English soldiers fired into it and killed
several persons. s

cowinre] Fnelsht trnowps shoot Jmm restdengs of
Bostent gy 17710,

A
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In 1773 English merchants brought a large ship-
ment of tea to Boston. At this-time Parliament had
abolished the usual duty (customs) on tea imported
into America, but at the same time imposed a sjpall
1ax on it. Nevertheless, the inhabitants of the colonies
were unwiiling to acknowledge Parliament’s right to
impose taxes on them. Dressed up like Indians,
inhabitants of Boston attacked tl:e ships and hurled
the cases of tea into the sea. Local inhabitants came
to call this the Boston Tea Party. By way of
pumshment for this action the English Government
proclaimed the port of Boston closed to trade, which
caused an outbreak of resentment and was the
proximate cause of the rebellion of the 13 English
colonies in America. ]

In 1774 the American colomes sent thew delegates, ,
to a, congress m one of the largest cines in the
colomcs-—-Plnladclplna. Thus assembly sent the Kinga
request that he do away with the restrictions on trade
and industry. The colonists also asked that taxes not
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be imposed on them without their conéént. The King English oppression. to be commander-in.chief of the
responded by declaring that 2 “revolt™ had begun in armed forces of the rebellious colonies. He was
the colonies: he sent armed forces to suppress it, and known as an outstanding organizer and the only

hedemanded the complete submission of the colonies. * important military specialist 1n the colonies.

In response to the demands of the commercial and
young industrial bourgeoisie, farmers, craftsmen, and
workers, one after the other the colonies began to
[Picture] Puul Revere. declare their secession from England. N

-
’

Commencement of Military Actions [Picture]  fecoree Wadmcromn.

Military engagements between the armed forces of
the English King and the colonists began in the spring
of 1775. This is the way it happened. The English
sent from Boston two regiments of royal forces to
scize rifles, wagon tramns, gunpowder, bullets, and
flour—in short, the entire secret military stores
created by the American colomsts. A detacliment of

Document

Excerpt From the Declaration of the Chiefs of
Indian Tribes to the English Authorities in the
Colonies in 1768.

Brother, we and our famulies have recently been lving as
if in hell, not knowing what to do. Wherever we ook,

English soldiers dressed in red uniforms marched out everywhere we sce our blood, and when our young men want
of the city at a measured pace. But the soldiers 1o hunt game in our country, we come upon fences. They
guessed that someone had informed the population have become tired of climbing over them.

They cannot” 1ake deer for food and tree bark for pots,
since they are prevented from hunting animals., and the 1rees
are being cut down.

about the military raid. And in fact Paul Revere, a
" highly skilled silversmith.who was mtelligence chiel

of the Boston Revolutionary Commiittee, had ridden ... The English, instead of protecting us, as we lad
his horse at top speed from Boston to raise the alarm, hoped. are taking advantage of she fact that they-are more
Alarm bells were rung and there were shots along the cunning tfian we are, and they have deceived our people; they -

have begun to slaughter vur people ll‘l}’Cnnsyl\’anla, Virginia,

route of march of the English suldiers. Following a
and throughout the country, and thd’merchants have begun

- brief skirmish along the way a detachment ol royal to deccive us more and more, and now they care about
forces scattered the Minutemen —local inhabitants nothing and no one. . . . .
who were supposed to run with their arms to a . . « . . . *
meeting place within 2 minute after the alarm. The-. .
royal forces seized the cache of arms, but on their o .
return trip the farmers fired upon them from behind [Picturc] Thomas Jettcron

trees and houses.. The shooting 4ntensified, and the
withdrawal of the Englsh became a disorderly flight.
That is how the colonists began to use the tactics of

>

extended order, the combat tactics of an armed Deéclaration of the Independence of the Colonies
’ populace in rebellion.
There was little gunpowder and lead; they used Under the pressure of the masses, on July 4, 1776,
- sheets of lead froh roofs, later they evéh sawed up a the Congress adopted the Declaration of Inde-
lead statue of the English King; they rationed out the pendence, i.c., the declaration of separation from
lead in sparing portions, and every soldier cast his England.
own bullets according to the muzzle of his gusr. The author of tlus document was Thomas Jeffer-
« ‘ son (1743-1826), an advanced thinker for his time

and an outstanding.political figure. £lected a member

Picture] Rebellic us propubacc Inarly domnt statie o1 e e .
[ i of the Virginia Legislative Assembly, he strove for the

the Frvlsit K.

# S .t abolition of slavery. In England he was sentenced to . ——
] " death for a pamphlet agains( the King.
Congress named Col. George Washington The Declaration of Independence said that
€1732:99), a Virginia planter known to be a con- England was oppressing 1ts colontes m America and
R firmed advocate of the liberation of the colonies from that the united colomes were seceding from England
¢ 11
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and setting up on independent nation. Al men ate
oeated equal. the Declaration stated. They are
entitled 1o hife, freedom, and the pulsu.. of happiness
as then malienable aghts. The Declaration annuunced
that the people atself had the nght to estabhish
authonty and a government. i.e., it proclaimed the
wdea that the peuple stsell 15 the svuree of power the
wdea of popular suvereignty. The propusition that the
people itself can set up a governnient was aimed
against the power of the King, against the monarchy.
and it signified recognition of the republic. On the
other hand, this same idea was aimed against colonial
oppression. The Declaration proclaimed the equality
of man and nations. Thus, the founders of the
Amencan 1epublic condemned colunial uppressiun
and colonialism.

{Map] Resolutumary  War . North  Aincrica,
. {77553 [Map locates major Amencan. English, and
French military achons.

[Picture] S.liers of Wysetngton's drnne wanior tu
e teld

> - .

But the bouigeuine used the - progressive ideas of
the Deduration to remnforee the power of the
wodlthy, provided alsu that ;hey wele white. Tle
Declatativn did ot abohsh slavery and did not put an
ond to anmdidation of the Induans and tlen bemng
dinven fron then land, and t prescrved the expluita
uon of hued worhers. The former wolumes pro-
Janned thenndses to be States, and they furmied a
unon  the United States of Amenca.

/

v

Course of Military Operations

The war continued until 1782, The English man-

¥  aped to take the capital of the seceding colonies--

Philadelphia. The American soldiers wintered in the
open field in bitter cold weather, They did not have
envugh arms, me- .y, fuutwear, ur Jdothing. Bloudy
toutprints vn the e and snow indicated the paths
taken by Washungtun's barefuot soldiers. It was not
easy fur Washungton tw aclueve disapline in an army
consisting of brave, but unclothed, farmers and
craftsmen. g

., Several thousand Negru slaves fought against the
£ Ili',llbll in the mnl».s ot the colonists. They fought

ERIC
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wutagevusly and vahantly. One detachment of
Negroes died to the last man in putting up a defense
m the State of New York. A Negro woman named
Gannet fiom Massachusctts put on mea's Jothes and
fuught heraally fur 17 months 1n une of the regular
reguments.

Rich landowners, sunie of the slaveuwi.ers, and the
1uyal vivil servants uppused the colunuats in their fight
for independence.

[Picture] Bewjamin Frankin

The farmers and craftsmen were the principal
strength of the culonists. The revolutiorary bour-
geoisic led the struggle against the royal forces and
the aristocrats.

In order to augment lus armcd forces the English
King™ hired from the German princes about 30,000
soldiers, whom he sent to America. He wanted to hire
from Catherine Il in Russia another 20,000 soldiers,
but in view of the strained relations between Russia
and England and the recent peasant war led by
Pugachev, the Emgpress refused to send the soldiers to
Amtrica. - i

Taking advantage of the old enmity between the
two colomal states, England and France, the Ameri-
«ans ubtamed a treaty of alliance and armed aid from
France. In urder to obtain France's aid, the Congress
of the United States sent as 1ts ambassador to Paris
Benjanun Frankhin, an outstanding scientist, diplo-
mat, and publiv aad political figurz who had partici-
pated in wnting the Dedlaration of Independence. |
Progressive social circles in France were ardently
sympathetic with the struggle of the Americans to
free themselves. -

I

[Map] The United States in 1783 [Mdjor map fea-
tures 1denufy the 13 original Statesand the tersitory
acquired under the peace treaty of 1753,
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The aristourat Lafayette, for example, fitted out a
wasship at his own expense, called it the Victvire
(Victory) and satled for America against the King’s
prulubition, and there he fought in the revolutjunary .
forces.

In 1781 the niain forces of the English surrendered
tv Washingtun at Yorktown, The peace was signed in
1783, The ELnglsh secognized the independence of,

.
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the colomes, 190.000 English aristocrats and mem-
bers of their families were expelled from the United
States, and their fand was confiscated and put up for
sale. That was the end of the war for independence
that Lenin called the revolutionary war *of the
American people against the plundering English, who
had oppressed Amenica and held it in colcaial
bondage.”! -

Thus, during the Revolutionary War, in the course
of a fierce class struggle. power in the United States
passed from one class to another from the Jristo-
cratic landowners to the commercial and industriaf
bourgeoisic of the North, which ruled in a. . lliance
with the slaveowning plantets of the South.

This signified that a bourgeois revolut-on had
taken place in the United States, A republic was szt
up. the equality of all before the law was proclaimed,
and slavery was gradually abolished in the northern
States. But the capualists and slaveowners took
advantage of the.people’s victory to strengthen their
own domination.

Shays’ Rebellion (1786-87)

The war was devastating to many {armers. After
the war there remained an enormous Government
debt, which the Government decided to pass on to
the farmers by raising taxes. The livestoek, houses,-
and land of the ndebted farmers began to be sold for
back taxes. In response the farmers and city poor,
mainly craftsmen, m a nuinber of northern States
began an-uprising that was headed by Daniel Shays, a
participant in the War for Independence. Rebels
numbering some §2.000 to 15,000 men took up arms
in September 1786, They demanded that debts not
be collected from farmers and that their houses and,

livestock not be sold. The poor larmmers and poor

E

people in the <ities factory workers, day-laborers,
and craftsnien- presented their own demands. Some*
of the rebels demanded that the money of the rich be
divided equally among the poor and that the rich man
he forced to work like the conimon people.. It took
the arnied Jorees of the United States half 2~ yezar to
suppress this rebellion. Unbeknownst to-the people,
the bourgeonie ot the North and the slaveowning
planters of the South worked out a constitution mn

Wi Lemn Polur sobremc suchineny  (Complete
Warks) Vol 37, p. 458
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1787 in order to strengthen thewr power; by and
large it is still in force today.

The Law Setting Up the Govcmm(nf;
The Constitution (from the Latin word
constitutio—establishment).

After independence was proclamed, every State
bedame a separate nation with its own anned forces,
finaces, and custows boundartes. These alimost
indep¥ndent States sent their representatives to a
Congreys that had httic power.

Under\the 1787 Constitdtion the central power
was strengthened. but the States retamed consider-
able independence in local affairs,

[Prcture] Daani Shas retnlivor 1 Mhstrato
Prydy s He noment when tie reheb sermed u
Conrriomne S s sEnrding o the st with d
akombes and i proventing i medoos rom onge rigy e
Flduie i

"

Under this constitution a President elected for 4
years became the chiel’ executive authority in the
countsy. He commanded the army and navy, ran the
government, and 2ppr “ated officials--in short, he had
enormous authority, Washingion was elected the first
President.

The American purli::menffongrcss -enacts laws,
which are subject to approval by the President.
Congress.consists of two houses. Deputies are clected
to the lower house—the House of Representatives-
according to the number of inhabitants in each State.
The upper house of Congress —the Senzate-.consists of
repiesenfatives of the States (two from each).

The American Constitution reinforced the domina-
tion of the large bLourgeoisic and slaveholders. A
number of the basic principles of the new American
Constitution and of the State constitutions were
manifestly aimed against the masses of people. In
almost all the States one had 1o have property land
or capital-in order to obuin the right to vote.
Women, slaves, and Indians did not enjoy suffrage.

In 1791 the United States Constitution was
supplemented by the Bill of Rights. This law recog-
nized the rigu's of citizens to freedom of assembly,
freedom of speech, and freedom of conscience; i.c.,
the freedom to profess any religion or to renounce
religion altogether. Arbitrary artests without court
order were prohibited.

. 13
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These  Dreedoms™ cast ¢sen now on papes, but
they are consantly stolated.

The Supreme Court, comssting of members
appointed or Iife, was goven large authonty. Ths
ottt could quash any Amciscds, law by dedoting ot
uneonstttutiona], ¢ United States Supieme Coust
repeatedly supported the <laseowners and bourgeoisie
i thewr strugele aganst the popular masses. With its
Liclp the Amernican caprtalists succeeded on many
weeastelis in having worken stikes dedated allegal,
snd  they dedt Basshh  wih e revolutwnary
workers.

The land that presiomdy had belonged to the
Indins was proclaimed the property of the new
Statzs and put up for sale. i

Su-called bourgews democtay was established in
Nerth Amenica unler the name “popular sover-
agnty ™ (democracy ), but it s actually the rule of the
buurgeonte. .

The fervent Ruwsian revolutionary A. N. Radi h-
chey weleomed the struggle of ihe Amenicans for
mdependunee, nut condemned the capitalist system
m_ the United States In 1790 he wrote that in
Anterica there were 100 proud atizens in luxury for
the thousands who had no reliable weans of subsist-
ence and no shelter of their vwn against the intense
freat and cold.”

Newerthelews, the War for  Independence  did
advance the development of the United States. The
tormer English colones became a republic. England
W fie luhgcn able to hiuld back the dcvelupmcm of
Amentcan industry and trade. Customs were abolished
among the tormer colonies, which now had become
States, and ths accelerated the Jevelopment of trade

clations. Bat sinee slasery had been  preserved .

throughout the South, 1t subsequently. almost 100
years fater, brought the Umted States to a new
revolution, o avl war the war between the North
4o the South,

Documents

1. Lxcerpt From the Declaranion of Independence
tadoptcd by the Contmental Congress on July 4,
17761,

When 0 the Course of human events, 1t becones
Pevssdy Ior ene peopie toadiwelve the politieal boands which
bave womac tod show sath anothr, and 1o svwwne among the
Powers ot the vasth, the sepaiate and equal station .., a

Y
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duent sapedd o the opinions of mankind requires that they
should decluse the causes whulh impel them to the separs-
g,

We hold these tsuths to be seifevident, that all men are
creted equal, thut they are endowed by their Creator with
sonan analienable Rights, that among thesc ars Life, iberty
and the punsait of Happiness. That to secure these nghts,
Governments are mtituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, That whenever any
T orm of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it. and 10
msttate new Guvernment. . .. Such has been the patient
sufteranue of these Colonics, and such is how the necessity
which constrains them to aller their former Systems of
Governntent. The history of the present King of Great Britain
15 2 history of sepeated injuries . . . alf having in dirgct object
the estabhishment of an absolute Tyranny over thge States.
To prove this, let Facts be subniitied te 2 candid weld.

He has refused his Assent 1o Laws, the most wholesome
and necessary for the public good.

- * = [ 3 * * -
fle has endemvored 1o prevent the population of these
States. . ..
. - * L s ® t
flc has ... semt huther swarms of:Officers 1o harrass our
People and cat out their substance.
He has ... [given] his Assent to their acts of ...
legislation:
» [ 3 * * * * *
For cutting olf our Trade with all par1s of the world:
For imposing tases on us without our Consent:
* - T * * * * L
He #1as abdicated Governinent fiere, by declaning us out of
fus Protection and waging War against us.
i bas plundered our sess, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our
towns, and desiroyzd the lives of our people.

* L * * * * .

We. therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
Amenca, mm General Congress ... in the Name, and by
Authority of the ... People of these Colonies . .. dzclare,
That these United Colenies 2re, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all
Alleginnee to the Brtish Crown,” and that all political
connection between them and the Stzie of Great Britain, is
.. - totally disolved. . ..

Questions on the zz)cumcm: 1. What oppressions of
the colonics by England are noted in the Declaration?
Support these assertions with facts known to you.
2. What propositions in the Declaration have impor-
tant and progressive significance?

2. Washington on the Necessity of the Constitution,
Which Would-Be a Means of Struggle Against Popular
Movements  (from Washington's Jetter to a U.S,
statesman in 1786).




=

.

E

. & ] * - * *

A fetter which 1 have qust recened from Genl Knox
[Secrctary o1 W:«r].b who had just returned fram Massachu-
setrs (whither he had been sent by Congress consequent of
the commotion in that States 1s replete with melancholy
information of the temper, and degigns of 2 considerable pan

of that pcoﬁ'c. Among other things he says, “there {si]

< creed 15, that~se ‘g_mpcuy'cf tre United States, has been
< o protecied from confiscatjon of Bntan by the jomnt exertidns

of all, and therefore ought to be the cormmon properiy of all,
And he that attempis oppositiun to this«reed 1s an enemy to
equity and jistics, and ought 1 be swept from off the face of
the Eanh,

- - L 3 * - - L]
“They are determined to anihdlste {sic} all debrs public

and prisate. . . .

* & -~ - L4 ® L

*The numbers of these prople amount in Massachusetss to
aboul one fifth part of several populous Countics. and 1o
them may be collected, prople of similar sestiments {from

. acighboring States|' ... so as to constiute a body of twelve
of fifteen thousand. ., .~ * .

L4 L d * - x * -

[Tlhe consequences of a las. or inzificient govern-
ment, are 100 obvious to be dwelt on. ... [Wlhereas afnj
encrgenie Constitution . . might restorr: us to that degree of
n;'spcmbxlixy and consequence, 10 which we had a fair
claim, ...

Questions on the document: 1. What 1s Washington
referring to as “disorders™ 2, What ‘were the
demands made by the rebellious farmers? 3. What
was Washington’s (and Gen. Knox’s) attitude toward
the rebels? 4, What were they especially afraid of?

Questions

L. Why was the war of the American colonies a1 the
same time a bourgeors revolution? What was the
principal peculiatity ot ths bousgeors revolution?

bCompnlcr'» Note. ~Bracketed phras: from the ongnal
selection.

“Compilers” Note. - Ibid.

Q

RIC

s

28

2. Which classes were the driving fi orce (revolutionary

chasses) of the American bourgeois revoiution? Wiich _

class was the leader? What role was played by the
masses of people-in the revolution? How was the
question of the peuple us the svuice of power related
1o the question of the nght of the colonies to secede
from England? 3. What are the basic principles
contained in the Declaration of Independence? 4. In
what way was the Declaraion of Independence
progressive for its time, and in what way wias nt
limited? 5. Show through the example of the Ameri--
can bourgeois revolution in the 18th century (War for
Independence) why the bourgeoisie could not long
rally the masses of people around it and why the split
occurred after the victory of the bourgeois revolution
between the bourgeoisie and the masses of people.
6. How were the supreme governmental authorities
of the United States arranged wunder the 1787
Constitution? In what way was American democracy
progressive as compared to the monarchies in
Europe? 7. In what way did the American Constitu-
tion insure the interests of the plantation owners and
the bourgeoisie and n what way did 1t restrict .the
rights of the people? 8. What similarities and difter-
ences are there in the causes of the bourgeois
revolutions in England and North America?

Assignment for Independent
Work Related to [This| Chapter

1. Run down the following terms and explain their
meanings: Stamp Act, Declaration of Independence,
Constitution, United States Congress. House of Rep-
resentatives, Senate. Supreme Court, and Western
territories 2 Compile a chronology of the principal
events of the War for Independence in North
America 3 Write the names of the leaders of the
War for Independence and indicate the role played by
cacli. 4. Indicate. the territory of the original 13
States and the territory of the United Stazes accord-
ing to the 1783 peace treaty on an outline map
showing the present boundaries of the United States.

’
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4. ARGENTINA

R “

The Revolution of the
United States of America?

In the mud 18th centary. there were 13 impurtant
Lughsh wolonies alung the Notth Amentean coast, the
population of which increased steadily, already
eaceeding o total of 2 millien mhabatants. Englsh
men, Fiendhimen. Huguenots, Scutsmen, lishmen,
and Geunans, Then industnies and trade fluunshed
and “selatwons amung the.n beame ever cluser.
Althuugh thete was great simulauty between the
colunies. 1t was pussible to distinguish thiee different
groups, aceuiding to then luaation and way of life.
the culunies of the Nutih. the Center, and the Svuth.

The culumes ot the Nutth were populated fur the
muost part by Puntans, devout believers who continued
to ubserve the biblical precepts-strictly. Then mdus-
tiousness was apphed o smnall, well-hept farms. They
traded across the veean with Afsea and the West
Indies.

In the colonies of the South. such as Georgia and
the Carulinas, a small group of landowners of the
Anghuan faith Iived 1 luxaiy on then lasge planta.
tons, where thuwands of wotkers 1aised tobaceo,
wittun, and nce. That small number of privileged
owners of gieat fortunes had 4 large number of
Jaburers, sume free and uthers slaves, but all lacking
the most basic possessions. '

In the colonies of the Centsr, among which were
New Yourk and Pennsylvania, there wzre Angln.an;
and Puntans, who lived in the country and m the uty
and were engaged n industry and commerce. Then

3 ampiless Nute Tianslated fiom Osear Sevco Ellaan’s
Los Tiempos Modernos ) Contemporaneos (5th ed ) Buenos
Atres. Argenting: Editonal  Kapelusz, 1969. Pp. 14048,
Reproduced with pesmussion from Editoral Kapelusz (pub-
fishiers). The matenalis designed for the 9th yearof a 12-year -

pnmary-secondary scliool cyele. ,
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inhabitants came from various countries in Curope,
attracted to America in large part by its religious
toleration.

“In the mid-18th century, the colonies-proved their
loyalty to England by fighting ageinst France
{1754-63). Nevertheless, shortly thereatter, the first
difficulties ciupted between England and its
American dependencies.

A senes.of navigation, trade, and industry acts that
had been promulgated since the mid-17th century

_teserved to England the benefits of the colonial

economy. These restrictions were resisted by~ the
Americans, although up to the mid-18th century they
had been enforced with great Ieniency.

The colonial wars had given the North Americans
an awarensss of their military strength, and the most
cimnent military leaders and most disciplined soldiers
of the_Revolution were trained in those wars.

King George III established customs duties on
wine, silk, and coffes that the colonies imported from
nun-English countries. Thus began the illfeeling
between England and its North American depen-
dencies (1764).

Since these measures did not have the hoped-for
1esults, new taxes were established to be imposed on
the inhabrtants of the colonies. Some members of
Patliament uppused this, but the King, cuntrolling the
majority, had the Law of Stamped Paper (Stamp Act)
approved in 1765. This paper of nominal value was
declared_mandatory for all matters of a juridical
nature.

The culumes ubjected that the English Parliament
did not have the right to impose taxes on them
because they lacked representation in it.

Resistance was unanimous and Parliament
annulled the law in 1765. But in-1767 it approved
customs duties on the importation of various-articles,
among them glass, paints, and-tea, whatever the place
of their onsgin. Colonial resistance reawakened mn the
form of speeches, publications, smuggling, the boy-
cott of British products, and the insulting of British
officials.

’




English forces and peaceful citizens dashed in legislature of lus colony and in the Philadelphia
Boston and several of the latter lost their lives. The Congress. He was a man of singular ntellectual and
Boston Massacre in 1770 intensiiied feelings against moral qualities. Courageous, ndustrious, prudent,
“British tyranny ™ Parlizinent abolished the gisputed ang tirm. ke quickly gained great authonty among his
customs duties except that on fea. because King compatriots, who recogmzed him as the indisputable
George wanted to preserve the prnaple thai Parlia- leader. First, his military action as supreme com-
ment liad the right 10 impose duties on the colonies mander of the North Amenican armues, and later. his
(1771). Thus ihe colenists triumphed once again, political activity as. first President of the United -
since in practice retention of the duty on tea was States of America, .enshrine him as the founder of
unimaortant because that product was imported as North American independence. He was, 3s one of Jus
contraband from Holland. But shortly thereafter, a coniemporaries said, “first 1n war, first 1n peace.and )
monopely for the sale of tea in the colonies was first in the hearts of his countrymen.™ ”

granted to the English East India Company and the
smugzling of tea from Holland was curbed. Resstance
was reawakened i 1773, and in the port of Boston a
group of Americans disgwsed as Indians threw a cargo
of English tea overboard. Parliament ther voted a
series of faws closing the port of Boston, banning

[Picture] Gieore Wastanzton, from a GitFory Stuart
porrtrait kepi i the Wikdte louse, sear of the Unind
States Grovernnent.

public meetings, and establishing severe penalties for The War for Independence

anyone who used violence against English officials: -

and General Gage, commander of the English troops The Second Contineatal Congress declared that 1t

in North Amerca, was named Governor of Massachu- was making wat on Great Britain tu recover the nghts

setts The aty of Boston as well as the colonists of that belonged to the Amenicans as Bansh ainzens, .
Massachusetts asked the other colonies for help, and thus proclaiming its loyalty to the mother country.

all except Georgia named delegates to a Congress that But George I declared the nsutrectiomsis to be

would advise what course to pursue. rebels and sent troops 1o subdue them.

The attitude of George 11 strengthened the
advocates of independence, known as “patriots.” who
initially were 2 minority but eventually became .
predominant. i *

The first armed actions between the British and
Americans in Boston and on the Canadian border
explain why, only | year afier the opening of

. hostilities, 2 Third Contirental Congress meeting 1n .
Philadelphia would proclaim the independence of the -
United States of America.

{Picture] The anfabucants vof vin Briush cobomes
North Amoerca chjccred to pavinz g stiff dusy on tea.
In Bston, g moup of dnaused youths threw
<ipmiont it the sa. thus serang off the indepen-
duncy piovenant.

Among  the Congress delegates -were George
Washington. who was a member of the Virginia
delegation, and John and Samuel Adams. members of
the Massachusetts delegation, who had gained fame  The Declaration of Independence of the United
through their publications and speeches on behalf of States of America .
the “rights of the Americans.” A month later the :

Second Continental Congress met. peaceful negotia- This declaration was drafted by a commuttee that
tions had failed and George Washington was named included Benjamin Frankhn, famous for Ins activities
commander-in-chief of the so-called Continental Army in the field of scienwe and for lus negotiations as a
that had just confronted the English, and war was diplomat in Curope, and Thomas Jefferson, a famous
declared against Great Britain in 1775. political writer.
George Washington (1732-99). - He belonged to one

of the richest and most prominent families in [Picture] Jefferson (sandmz) discusses tre text of
Virginia. After studying land surveying he entered the the Declaratiom of Irdependence swith Frand ur and
miltia, disnguisiing himsell in the wars against the other patriots

Indians and the Frencl). He also_participated in the
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The form:z] Dedlaativn explained the seasuns that
Jed the Nurth Amencan people to brcah away frum
Lugland and enumetated m Jdetail the aggiessne acts
of Geurge 1L whum it termed “unfit to be the rules
of a free People.”™ “These United Colonies.” it
cuncluded, “are, and of Right vught-to. be Free and
Independent States; ... they are Absolved from all
Allegiance to the British-Crown, and . . . all political
connection between them and the State of Great
Britain, is and ought to be to1ally dissolved.”” And in
fulfillment of the resolutions, the memberss of the
Congress declared that they pledged their “Lives,
... Jtheir} Fostunesand . . . {theis] . .. Honor.”

'
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The Declaratiun, which 1everberated -hruughout
ihe world, prodaimed three fundamental panciples.
The fust states that all men ate endowed by Gud with
certan natural nghts, such as hfe, hberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. These so-called natural.- rights
would later be embodied n the French Revolutiun's
Declaration of the Rights of Man aad of Citizens. The
seeond dedared.that “Governments . . . [denve] then
Just powers firom the consent of the guverned.”
Funally, 1t stated that 1t 1s legitunate to overthrow a
government by force of arms and establish anotherin
its place wien 1t dues not respect natural nghts.

The Declaratiun of Independence hfted the spints
of the patsiuts, who had suffered several defeats. A
year later, in 1777, they won their first major victory
at Saratoga, furang the surrender of an English army
coming from Canada.

France was cager to avenge the Jefeats it had
suffered m Amenea a short time before at the hands
of England, and the cause uf American independence
had been well recewved there, to the puint that sume
nubles, such as the Marqguis de Lafay ctie, had enhsted
as volunteers 16 the ranks of the patnots. The victory
uf Saratuga faulitated the diplomatic negotiations of
Bemjanin Frankhin i Pans. In 1778 the French
Government recognized the ipdcpcndcncc of the
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United States of America, with which it signed a
treaty of commel.e, friendshp. and alliance. Shortly
thcreafter, Spam and Holland adhered, and the
AngleAmencan conflict became a European one.
The entrance of France into the war was decisive,
since French financial und naval suppust combined 1o
achieve the American victory.

-

Yeacturel 17w Vi qun Jiad 10 152ht resolugely o
dranr (o prdopondeace, st Bee Enalish were
dereonpnd Geosntas Pude dommation oyer the
cdotos, mr 17T phe defonders of independence
cabred 2 et slitae sitory i Saragoza. The
LRIV $h ws pie surratder oof Iuglish General
Burzovne th re
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The war lasted 5 more years because the English
defended themselves vigorously in the southern colo-
nies, where the majority of the large Jandowners
sympathized with them. The conflict was decided
when the combined action uf the French navy and an
American army forced Yurktuwn, in Virginia, to ~
surrender in 1781, Negutiations culminated in the

“Peace of Versailles, signed in 1783.

England recognized the independence of the Unit-
ed States of America.

The Cunstitution of 1787. A Convention meeting
in Philadelphia drafted the Cunstitution of 1787
which, with some amendments, sull guvemns the
United States of America.

The Convention named Washington President, and
the latter’s prudent activa contributed to eliminating
the wiolent opposition that appeared to impede
approval of a constitution. ‘

The Cunstitution of 1787 created a federal and
democratic republic, organizing, on the one hand, the
central guvernment with 1ts legislative, executive, and
yudivial puwers, and un the other, the relationships
amnorg the States of the American union.

This Constitutivn, because of its demucratic and
«epudlican nature and 1ts structure, which for the first
ume emnbudied the division of puwers, influenced
Eusupe through the French Revolution, and the rest
of America at the time when Latin American inde
pendence was effected.
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5 MEXICO

The Emancipation of the
United States?

1. Basic Causes of the Emancipation of the United
States o

2 The Struggle for Independence in North America

3. Results < T

1. Basic Causes of the Emancipation
of the United States -

The liberal ideas prevailing durihg the 18th century

found a particulary fertile field in which to develop

in the 13 English colonies of North America.

The colonists, particularly those in the central and
northern colonies, had tried 1o abolish political and
social privileges. They had established thenr owns
assemblies, elected democratically, to vote on. taxes
and local laws, though these had tv be appioved by
the English Crown. Two colonies, Connecticut and
Rhode Island, had obtained the pnwvilege of electing
their own Governor, while the others continued
under a Governor and a council imposed by England.

“The democratic ideas and the spirit of adventure of
the colonists made them dreamn of having representa-
tion in Parliament, to be able to have a vuice in the
decisions regarding the needs of the colonies, both
administrative and economic. The restrictions on
commerce”and industry imposed on the colonies, and
the taxes on foreign trade fixed by the mother
country, were irritating to the cclouists, who were
familiar with. not only the English tradition of
frccdo’m but the ideas prevalent in Europe. The

ACompilers’ Note.-Translated from Ida Appendini and
Sivio Zavala’s Historia Moderna y Contemporbnea. Mexico
City. Editonal Porrua, 1974. Pp, 22948. Reproduced with
permission from [ditonal Porrua. The matersal is designed
for the J0th year of an 11 r-a 12-ycar primary-sceondary.,
school ¢ycle.
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decisions of the English Government relative to
nayigation laws apd the Law on Commerce were
frequently violated by the colonists because of the

- distance between them and England and the demo-

cratic spinit fostered and developed by local auton-
omy. The principlés-proclaimed by the English and
French philosophers, asserting that human beings
have the right to happiness, liberty, equality, and
fraternity, were truths that were felt and embraced
by the inhabitants of North America.

The colonists proclaimed their rights whenever

" they-felt sufiiciently strong to do so. Consciousness

of their power and destiny continued to develop
during the Seven Years’ War, in which they had
participated successfully on the side of the Englsh
troops, acquiring new experience in military tactics in
fighting against the Indians and Europeans. )
The English soldiers, considermg themselves supe-
rior to the American volunteers, had frequently

provoked ‘the indignation of the colomists, who had

already demonstrated their effcetiveness and skill.

The Seven Years' War in North America
(1756-63). -Canada or New France, vn the one hand,
and Virginia, on the other, had coveted for years the
Ohio Valley. )

The French needed it to travel easily-from Canada
to Louisiana, Accordingly, they began the work of
fortifying alung the Ohijo, wanting to preserve direct
communications between therr two colomes. The
colonists of Virginia and Pennsylvania watched the
French advance with hatred, since they understood
that if it were permitted, 1t would be impossible to
extend their own frontiers to the west. In addition,
commerce in the interipr of North Amenca was
carried out by river navigation, on the Mississ:pp1 and
St. Lawrence Rivers, both of which were controlled
by France. The English colonists were friendly with
the Iroquois, owners of the territory of the Six
Nations. In spite of this, the French advanced along
the Ohio Valley and built a series of forts showing
their desire to hold the land through which they
passed. After a series of clashes between the French

*
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and Engdoh colomsts, the formes took  Fort
Duyuesne. George Wastungton, a colonist fiom V-
i, was sent fo negonaie wath the suldiers of the
tort. Dunng the talks, a Frendh officer and mine of his
men were Adled. ft was never hnown exadtly what
happened dusmg the encounter. The French dedared
it was 3 surpise atlech, and Washinglon asseited he
had acted in self-defense.

The English hastened to constiuct Furt Necessity,
30 hidumeters from oz Duguesne. In 17534, the

French attached s, and 1ts commuandes. Washington.”

had to withdraw,

The representaiives of the colonies and the
Troguws held a meeting ai “Albany. Benjmmin Frank-
tm. the Amencan physiast. tned to convinee the
eolunists to umte and ¢lect a counal of defense to
oppose the French foruficanon of the Ohio. but he
Jid nut addueve the desued ubjective. France and
tadand. for then pait. -udered then colunists to
detend thenselies and sent t1oups to remfurce them,

In the war. the Enghsh colonists used the Iroquois.

whe were enenues of the Hurons and Cluchasaws, the.

Lauter bemng fuendly teward France. At first the wa
went favorably fur the French, who had Genesal
Mountwsim, Later it went an favor of the English, led
by General Wolfe. In suceession Acadia, the Ohiv
Valley, Quebec, and Montreal fell. Both of the
opposing generals died at Quebec,

The Treaty ot Pans i 1763 ended the contest.
Canada and the nght to the lands east of 1he
Mississippr, except for New Orleans, passed from
France to England. Spain lust Flonda 1o England, but
ubtamed trom France the wession of New Oifeans and
nghts to the lands west of the Mississippi.

The tesmtory of the Allegheny Mountains, the
Mississipps Valley. and tize Gieat Lakes were 1esenved
for the Indians.

No wlite man could setile these, nor buy or sell,
wihout a special permut. The latter scgulation caused
discontent among the colonists, who saw their
future in the west.

Secure agamnst ihe French danger, they turned
thews encrgy o winmng then political, sndustnal, and
commercial ticedom dutmng the reign of George 111

3 * #}

Colomal discontent in North America. - George 111,
with his personalist regime and his autowsatic atli-
tude. camsed the outhicak of hostdiiees beiweeh the
Ametican volanies and the aothet countiy

* * * *

*

The discontent, as has been mentioned, was latent
1n a majority of the colonisis, who protested against
the commercial. industrial, and economic monopoly
exercised by the English. They resented the jinposi-
tion of Governors in almost all cases. They suspected
that England would end by consolidating the 13
colonies into 2 single viceroyalty and would impose
on them a governing authority and the Anglican
religion. They objected to not being considered
English citizens and not being allowed to send
sepresentatives to Parliament. They resented the
prohibition against colonizing freely the lands snatch-
ed away from France.

The Seven Yearss War had been very costly.
Geurge 11 sought 1o utilize the colonists by maintain-
ing royal officials in the colonies, reorganizing the
customs to prevent contraband and to collect effec-
tively the duties, and establishing taxes for the
maintenance of 10,000 soldiers assignzd to defend
the frontiers against possible attack by the Indians
and perhaps the French. i

Foi years the colonists had suffered from the
English regulations that restricted the creation of
significant colonial industry, free trade with the
Antilles and the Spanish colonies, and the direct
importation of European products. They had beén
forced to carry on contraband trade to save their
cconomy. But the creation of the new customs duties
and taxes to stipport military expenditures produced
open rebellion among them. On the other hand,
Parliament, knowing the deficit in the English finan-
«ial situation, thought that if taxes were imposed on
the colonists, it would not be necessary to raise them
in England. Accordingly, they accepted the sugges-
tion of minister George Grenville and imposed new -
daties on coffee, sugar, and molasses that came from
the Antilles, and wine that came from Madeira.

The Spgar Act affected only New England, but the
Stamp Act of 1765 that applied to all the colomcs
provokcd general discontent.

Accoyding to the new law, staiped paper would
be obligatory for alf legai documents and for news
papers. What was collected would serve to maintain
the En,,hsh suldiers stationed in America for terri-
toria! delense. A new law concerning the quartering
of soldiers, issued in 1765, imposed on the colonists
the obligation to provide lodging in their homes for
<oldiers coming from England.

Increasing discontent. The colonists refused to
buy the stamped paper. In.Boston a stamp distributor
was opurned in effigy. In many towns there were
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meetings i the streets protesting against the
employees of the English Goyernment in charge of
selling the paper. The Jocal assembliss raised a protest
to Padiament. William Pitt, in 1766, declared that
while the English Crown was sovereign over the
colonies in matters of legislation, imposing taxes was

a functicn given to the House of Commons. The

Parliament could impose customs duties to regulate
comnterce. but it did not have the power to vote
taxes for their own saske Franklin appeared before
the House of Commons 10 expizin the colonial point
of view. The Stamp Act was repealed.

The period of contentment was short. Parliament
voted ““customs duties™ that had-to be paid on the
following English manufactures dyes, iron, paper,
glass. Indes, and tea. upon entsy into Tolonial ports.

Customs admiunisteative offices were created that
were charged with preventing contraband trade.
which was very common in the colonies. The vio-
lators were to be tried not by pepular courts, but by
courts of admiralty established for this purpose.
Contraband trade maintained the.colonial economy.
and the deciston by Parliament was 1 disaster for local
prosperity lu addition. the royal customs officials
were authorized to enter private houses in search of
contraband, which was a violation of the sanctity of
the home.

The colonistz, as a sign of protest, stopped buying
and consuming manufactures coming from England.

In 1768 the customs service officials confiscated a
shipment of Madeira wine brought on the ship
“Liberty.” property of the colonist John Hancock.
His fellow citizens, who held him 1n high esteem,
rebelled at this action. The customs officials asked for
assistance from the English garrison, while the people
gathered in a public meeting. The meeting demanded
expulsion of the soldiers and sent circulars 10 ail the
colonies urging that they organize in defense of
liberty.

In 1770 a group of youths insulted a guard
Boston, a detachment assembled in defense, and in
the darkness a crowd attacked the soldiers with rocks
and snowbazlls. The soldiers ended by firing against
the cwilians. Fow of them were killed and the
unfortunate episode received the name of the Boston
Massacre The soldier- were tried and absolved by s
court, and this accentiiated colonial discontent.

The English Padkianrent. tired of the boycott and
the colonial unrest, wanted 1o end the unfortunate
state of affairs by permitting the free imporntation of
products and manufactures, except for the tax on tea.

*
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But Pasliament was unwilling, to agree to the with-
drawal of the English garrison soldiers.

The conciliatory policy was not successful.

The colonists wanted to achieve a complefe and
decisive victory. Accordingly, they opposed this new
arrangement. They stupped consuming tea and pre-
vented the unloading of tea in Phladelphia and New
York.

In 1773, three English ships arrived in Boston with
340 chests of tea. The colonists-refused to allow the
tea to be landed, but the Goversor of Massachusetts
would not permit the ships to depart. A group of
colonists disguised as Indians boarded the ships and
threw the chests of tea mnto the water. England,
offended. declared the port closed and placed it
under military control. The King imposed a council
to govern the colony. Public meectings were not
perniitted without permission of the Governor. Those
tesponsible for the uprisings were 1o be judged
outside the colony. The port of Boston was not to be
reopzned if the colonists would not permit enforce-
ment of the laws. General Gage was appoimnted
Governor of Massachusetts with orders to apply the
above laws, which the people 1n the colonies called
the “Iptolerable Acts.” *

Benjamin Franklin appealed to the colomsts to
pay for the tea that had been thrown into the sea, but
the Massachusetts Assembly chose to call for a
meeting of delegates of all the colonies to be held in
Philadelphia. to fix by common agreement the
position to be taken towards the English Crown.

The First Congress of Philadelphia {1774, - 1t was
given the nanie Continental [Congress] because it was
composed of delegates from 12 of tie colonies. Only
Georgia-failed 1o send delegates. Among the defegates
were George Washington, who had been tramed
militarily and distnguished himseif m the Seven
Ycars' War, and Johin Samiuel Adan:s. famous for his
publications and speeches.in favor of *“the rights of
Americans.” The delegates did not show any inten-
tion of separating from the mother country. But they
put empitasis on human dignity and the nghts of man
and formed a vigilance comnuttee 1n each cty.
charged with preventing :mportazion of Enghsh nier-
chandisc into the colonies. The vigiance was to
extend over all citizeis to stup anyone from buymg
prohitited manufactures. The respective: Connmittees
of Correspundence reviewed the books of the mer-
chants in cach colony and carned on commumicatsons
with other conmittees. To achieve therr purpose the
colonists acquired amms and organized thesr own
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miittias. It was natural that General Gage wwuld
mtervene. He sent a Colunel Smuth to seize a pownder
deput at Concurd, neat Boston, and to take Samuel
Adams and Joha Hancolh pnsvners, as they were
supposed to be in the region.

Sume of the columsts Tearned of the vider. One of
them, Paul Revere, rode through the countryside
duning the might, alertg the militia leaders to attack
the English.

The colonsts deaamated ternbly the army of
Colonel Snuth, wiuch had tried to retite mn goud
order.

_The first important encounter had occurred. The
war between the colonists and the mother country
had now started.

2. The Struggle for Independence
in North America

The Second Congress of Philadelphia (1775 ). - This
sccund congress was named the Second Continental
Congress. 1t was cuinposed of 2 select aumber of
delegates distingusshed for thenr mtelligence, enthusi-
asm, and patnotism. Among them were Wasliington,
the Adamses, the Lees. Hancock, Franklin, Jefferson,
Dickinson, and others. They asserted agan that the
colomes had no miention of separating from the
English Crown. Rather they were interested in de-
fendmg thenr native land, natural nghts, and liberty.
The hosule actmaty toward the mother country
would cease when it would respect the colonists.
Since armied clashes had begun, 1t was necessary to
elect a commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.
George Washington was elected.

George Washington (1732-99), burn 1n Virginia,
was a rich plantation owner belunging to une of the
most distingushed families of the country. He was
brave, haru.working, prudent, and intelligent. He had
studied land surveyng, and had served mn Virginia as o
military officer and as a member of the legislatore. He
enjuyed an nnpeceable reputation and great personal
popularity. His designation ‘was applanded and sup-
potied by the majonty. He was to becume the most

distinguished of the fonnders of North American

independence. Washington put all his energy into
vigamzing his Conngemal Army, vvercoming enot-
mous difficulizes, because the vulunteer suldiers
trequently, afier o few months of .;aulitary traming,
returned to thesr personal pursuits.

»

In 1776, in spite of his limited forces, Washington
suvceeded in forcing Lord Howe out of Boston.

Meanwhile, two sides were forming among the
olonists. The first favored the King, wanting to ~
remain united with England. The second, the Patriots,
fought openly for a break with the mother country
and for national independence. Pamphlets, periodi-
als, and orators promoted this idea. An English
writer residing in America, Thomas Paine, proclaimed
independence in an inflammatory book, Common
Sense. There was civil strife and fighting in the
streets. The colonial Whigs imposed severe rc;;risals
against the Tories or Loyalists,

[Picture} George Washington.

*

The Third Congress of Philadelphia and the Decla-
ration of Independence of the United States
(1776). George HI organized a new army, composed
in part of mercenary troops, who were almost
entirely German. ’

The feelings of the colonists, as English subjects,
were offended. They saw a new offensive by the
English Crown conducted with foreign troops sent to
fight against them. They felt relieved of all brotherly
union with England and repudiated its system and
government. . .

Washington openly declared himself in favor of
independence and in_ favor of a republic. The third
congress in Philadelphia invited the colonists to-form
a new government because in the hearts of the
majority was the idea that they must not recognize an
authority dependent on the English Court. The
Loyalists or Tories, who favored the King, were
disarmed, and the Governors were deprived of office.

Each colony elected a group of individuals forming
a convention charged with drawing up its own
constitution.

The colonies transformed themselves into inde-
pendent states or republics (May 1776).,

The Declaration of Rights or Constitution of
Virginia was awcepted by all the colonies and served
later as the model for the Declaration of Rights of the -
French nation. In it were recognized the natural right
to life and liberty, the sovereignty of the people to
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elect their leaders, who were charged with working
" for the comnmon welfare and security of the nation,
and the separauon of the three powers of govern-
ment.

The Declaration of Iidepeldence of the United
States —It was drafted by ‘he great Virginia writer,
Thomas Jefferson, and revised by men of culture and
political ability. The Declaration, direcied to the
entire world, was signed on July 4, 1776.

Tite Declaration is based on the priuciples of the
great thinkers of the 18th century and affirms:

2. God has created all men equal and given them
inalienable rights: life, liberty, and the pursuit
.of happiness.

b The covereign people must elect their leaders,
who will protect the inalienable rights of man.

c. The government derives its just power from the
consent of the goverued, but it may be over-
thrown and replaced by anuther when 1t dves
net respect natural rights.

The Declaration of Independence conduded with
an enumeration of grievances against the King and
Parliament and declared, as a cunsequence, the
freedom and independence of the 13 colonies,

The Congress had very limited powers. It lached
money for arms, munitions, and Jothing for the
volunteérs, who also had to be paid.

To the 16,000 men it succeeded in recruiting, it
promised land as a reward when the war was ended.
The majority of the colonists continued cultivating
their lands. Many turned to manufacturing.
 The Colonial Army. It was composed of volun-
teers with no military. experience. Washington himself
asserted that being good shots, they would shout well
from behind a wall, but never attack in aa upen field
of stand up to formal combat. Being familiar with
their own terrain, its plains, rivers, and wouds, they
carried on something more like a guerrilla struggle
against the enemy than a true war They distinguished
themselves by rapid assault maneuvers.

The Fnglish Army. 1t was larger and better
equipped It was composed of a naval flect and a land
army.

It possessed experienced military leaders, which led
to the belief that they would be able to put down the
insurrectionists quickly.

First phase of the war {1776-77). ~The English
attacked the country from the north, the east, and
the south, (rymg to use the rivers to establish
. dominance.

©
w
Sl

2

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Washington anticipated this maneuver and defend-
ed the Hudson Rwer brlhandy. After 2 years of
fighting, he aclieved the victory of Saratoga (1777)
over his enemy. In spite of tie triumph, the’American
army was exhausted. Its soldiers lacked shoes, blan-
kets, and cluthing. Many militianen deserted, taking
their guns with them.

The French intervention in the Anglo-American
conflict. ~France-had not forgiven England for havmg
wrested away its.colonies.

Picture} Marquis dc La 1'21}'(3[1&’. advilescent
{
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The American uprising awcke enthusiasnr in_ (/e
French, who saw in it a possibility for confronting
and humiliating their enemy. Choiseul, minister of
Louis XVi, worked actively for 3 years tv revrganize
the army and the navy. The msurrection of the North
American colonies, who espoused the ideas of the
European philusuphers, were commented upon and
applauded, in spite of the faut that France sull
maintained an absulutist regime. The enthusiasm fur
the American cause rose sharply with the arrival of
three representatives »f the Congress seeking French
suppurt.  Among them was Benjamin Franklin
(1706-90), a physicist of the first order and a
distinguished diplomat. His” presence was the best
propaganda for the cause of liberty. Many young
noblemen went to assist the colomsts. Among them
was Joseph Paul de Sumt Roch, Marquis de La
Fayette (1759-1834), who chartered a ship at his own
expense {u take a goud many French volunteers to
America. The colomist Silas Deane and the playwnght
Beaumarchais  established the business concern,
Hortalez and Company, to send munitions to Amen-
ca. On February 6, 1778, somie months after the
victory at Saratoga, the French Government signed a
treaty with the rebellivus colonies and promised not
to abandon them until their independence was
recognized. This treaty of offensive and defensive
friendship alsu had commerdial clauses. France and -
the colonies also agreed that they would not sign a
separate peace treaty.

France immediately sent money, arms, clothing,
and a small army under the command of Jean
Baptiste Rochambeau.
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The League of Neutrality {1750). Cathenne 11 of
Russia formed with Denmark and Sweden a ledgue of
armed neutiality that maintained that the merchant
ships of the nun belligcient nstions would continue
theit commercial relations with the nations involved
in the war. Holland later joined them.

Spain and the Anglo-American conflict.-Spain,
Joined with France by a family alliance and because
of her enmity toward England, entered the war on
the side of the colonies.

. Spain’s {lect. well-equipped, left Havana and ucea
pied Florida.

The second piase of the war (1778-81) The
moaey, anns. and munitions from France gave new
hupes to the colonists, who resisted the Eaglish
attack at varjous.points.

In Virginia, the Englsh cntienched themsches,
protected by a majority of thuse colonists who were
loyal to the British Crown. .

The French fleet blockaded Virginia. General
Rochambeau beseiged General Cornwailis, whu had
concentrated his forces in Yorktown,

Waskington, after having attacked Gen. Henny
Clinton in the north, ended by uniting with
Rochambeau Yorktown capitulated in Octobes
1781. The English Government asked fur peace.

The colonists. fearful that France would demand
for itself the Mississippi territory, began sepaiate
peace negotiations England, in 1782, 1ecugnized the
culonists 4s the independent United States and agreed
to turn over all the lands of the Mississippi.

The Peace of Versailles (1783) The Eurupeans
had Jdreamcd of defeating England. When the I3
culonies withdiew fiom the ‘struggle, it became
necessary to suspend  hostilities. The Treaty of
Versailles of September 13, 1783, recognized.

a. The ndeperdence of the :English colonies of
North America and the Mississippi territory.

b. The return of Mmorca and Florida to Spain.

c. The return to France of the five ciuies 1t had
lost in India durning the Seven Years' War,
Tobago and Saint Luc:a jn the Antilles, the
islands of Samt Pierre and Miquelon, fishing
rights sn Newfoundland. the sland of Gorea,
and‘Scncgai n Africa.

3

The greatest Jdiplomatic triumph of France was to
erase from the Treaty of Utrecht the clause spedifying
that Dunkirk must be demolished. Holland agreed to

teturn Negapatam to the English and to pemmit them
free navigation of the Indian Ocean.

In spite of the fact that England sought to
guatantee 1o 3ts lupal colonists then property nghts,
this attempt was not successful. )

3. Results

The independence of the United States had an
enuimous effedt m Amenca.and.in Europe. The road
to achieving liberty and the natural rights of man had
been charted. The absolute monarchies and autucracy
entered a period of decline.

The culonies of Hispamc Amernca watched with
interest the separation of the English colonies from
then mother country. Creoles and-mestizos felt their
spint of independence strengthen, but they were
aware that it was not the opportune moment to rebel.

England. -The Tory Party and the ephemeral royal
autoctacy were replaced by the Whig Party and the
trumph of Parliament. England, defeated overseas,
was-svon able to -recoves. It retained the colony of
Cunada where 1t accepted 1ts colonsts. In spite of the
war, the commerce of the colonies had not been
completely interrupted and both England and the 13
wwlunies promptly enjoyed its mutual benefits. ’

France. The expenses resulting from the war

~ rumed the finandial pusition of France, whick found

“itself n a deplorable condition. The monarchy, by
supporting a democratic and liberal movement,
undermined its vwn principles of absolutism and the
divine nght of kings. The French:soldiers returmng
fiom their expedition and some of the loyahists who
emigtated to France espoused the new republican
ideas and prosclytized among the rationalists.
Spain.-Charles 111, in supporting the movement of
insurrection of the American colonists, cast the first
stone of the future wars for the independence of his
. colonies. His short-lived territorial viciory was going
to cost the Spanish nation dearly. The [American]
colonists, who had viewed with bitterness the activi-
ties of France in the Mississippt region, looked
unfavorably on the Spanish colonies to the west of
the great river and the Spanish dominion in Florida.
The United States. -The majority of the rich and
powerful colonists, at the beginning of the contest,
“sympathized with the thinking of England. At the
end of the contest, the winners refused to give
Jemenvy tu these Tones or Loyalists, and they
emigiated to Canada and t6 Europe.
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The economy of, tl;érculk)nngs way altered Jjtile
during the war, smcc the great majority [of the
colonists} continited cultivating thé land and dedi-
cating themselves to small'industry and commerce.
Contraband trade continued on a large scale. Toba.
co, among other™ things, continued to reach the
English shores.

Agricv'ture received a new stimulus after the war
from the ideas on cultivation that the Frenlh brought
to the colonists. The confiscation of the large estates
of the Loyalists, which were divided into smail
parcels destmed for those who had been voluntecrs,

marked a notable cliange in the agranan econumy of .

the country Industry had to expand, since England
sought to restrict the sending of munufactures neces-
sary for daily life. Even the rich had to accept what
the local factories of the country could provide then:.

In addition to cwvilian industries, a geat stimulus
was given to industry for military needs. since not all
that the volunteers needed could be received from
abruad.

Social changes During the colonial period, in
spite of the democratic tendencies prevailing in some
States, there were families like the Penns and the
Calverts that considered themsélves infinitely superior
to the rest Thc War for Independence destroyed, in
part, these prejudlccs of nobility and caste, bringing
together ‘all the patriots committed to a common

undertaking. The system of primogeniture was

definitively abolished in 1782.

In 1775, a campaign against slavery was begun.
The most important centers of the movement, at the
time of independence, were Rhode Island and Penn-
sylvania, But realization [of its aims] would be
delayed for many years yet.

The Protestant sects. cutting their ties with

v England, were transformed into American Jhurches.

Nationalism thus entered all ficlds.

Years of indecision (1783-87). While demuocracy
was on the march, there remained serivus prublcms tu
be solved. among them the consolidation of indepen-
dence by means of a system of government that
would defend the 13 colonies. leaving them at the
same tuire free and sovercign The wulunies, united
the struggle for a common ideal. were ot yet at
peace The aristocratic and agricultural States of the
South, the commercial interests of the Center and
North, and the democrats of the frontier had to
overlook their own interests and join together in
works of common defense.

The States, confederated since 1781, officially had
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nothing more than a Congress of delegates who had
acted - the name of everyone dusng the War for
Independence. But this Congress, i tune of peace,
had nu power to 1ssue laws, declare war, com muney,
ul impose taxes. They had comnutted themselves to
paying the volunteer miitia and the debts of the 13
colonies, and they had no meney to do so. In the
end. the svldiers noted. The Congress m 1783 had to
leave Philadelphia. George Washmgton succeeded m
wnvinding the suldiers to accept credits mstead of
money. Ile  dismissed the troops. resigned as .
commander-n<hief in 1783, and returned 1o hus farm
i Virginia. The Congress, without enough
representatives to deliberate. suspx.ndc.d its meetmgs
in 1784.

Each Stete had an autonomous government, with
its local laws and 1ts own money. Each one began to
print paper money, but to obtamn Enghsh ‘merchan-
dise it had to pay. with metalhc money. Sov
metallic money disappeared from the anarket and
foreign merchants refused to carry on commercial
transactions with the colonists. The debt contracted
by the Congress was S42 nullion. They paid no
interest vn 1t except to the foreign creditors, which
vutraged the creditors within the country. Indusiry
and commerce suffered most, though at firsg the
shurtage of money was not felt. Later 1t was felt mn all
its gravity all across the country«ade.

The States began among themsclves a fearsonie
campaign of commercial boycotting and charging
customs duties.

In the Norsth, very powerful commercial firms were
formed. In all areas discontent. fear, and hatred were
felt. '

In 1786, the economic crisis extended to the
wountryside of western Massachusetts when the farm-
ers had no more livestock with which to pay their
debts.

The English had not yet evacuated all of the Olio
regron. The farmers felt uncasy with .the Brgish and
Sﬁdniah presence mterrupting thetr commerce vn the
[Great] Lakes. the St. Lawrence, and the Mississippr.

The question arvse of the division of the lands
located between the Allegheny Mountams and the
Mississippi. All the western States wanted to colonize
these lauds, regardless of whether they had any nght
to them. In 1787 the Ohio Company, established in
Buston, obtained a concession from Congress to split
up the regiun wmto vantous terrtones that would each
be administered by a Governor as long as it remained
spansely populated. Upon attaming 50,000 mhab-
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tants, a teintary would be tiansfuamed nao a State
and enter the Union.

[Picture] Georse Wastungtan and the first cabinet
moembers «of the Umted States. Thomas Jefperson,
Adexander Haonlt=m,  Henry Anox. and  Edmind

N + ’, .
Randodph o~

« vernment. Geuge
thet hic was “list

Creatiun of] the Fedordl
Washgtan, o whom st was s
wae, first m peace, and fisst jn the hearts of his
wntiymen,” Alexander Hafulton, and Benjamm
Frauklin undertauh Thurmuus tash of umting the
13 Codomes, distded among themselves, mito ¢ single
nation. Seven years had been ample to demonstiate
the madequactes of a. confederation that-was, from
the pohtical and jundical pomnt of view, mercly the
lLimsted Iepiesculative uf an asseciation of mdepen-
dent States. In 1787 the colonies agreed to the
cledjons of 0 Constitutional Convention that was
charged with drafting the Constitution -of the 13
States. The convention met m Pluladelphia,

The Comntution of 1787, Washmgton was clect-
ed president ot the;Convention, [hs patnotisia, his

wisdom, and his equanumiy weie the best guarantee

ol the vuteome of thé undertahing.

The agrecments reached m 1787 sull easst, aside
tiom sume refuims, even s ovut tmie, m spiie of the
ceonumye and suual hanges the nation has expen-
cnced. -

A federal govennent was caeated tu. transfoum the
12 colunies mito vne nativn with respect to fumz,n
countries. -

The Laws 1ssued by the Federal Guvernment apply
n matters of war, peace, the army, the navy, money,
commere, welghts amd micasuies, the mal, and
customs controls.

The federal and demociatic republic has un the
vne hand g central government with legislative,
execstive, and judicsdl powers, On the other hand, 1t
respects the local government m each State, and 1t
establishes the relations that should exist among the
States.

The execuntve power.-This 1s represented by a
Pressdent, sclected by mdirect vote of as many
electors from cach State as the Representatives and
Senators sent tu Congress. His term of office 18
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4 years and he may be reelected. He has the power to
appoint and remove his cabinet secretaries. In case of
resignation, death, or removal of the President, the
Vice President succeeds to the reins ofzgovernment.

The legislative power.~It is represented by the
Senate, composed of two members for cach State
vceupying therr seats for 6 years, and by the House of
Representatives, elected in proportion to the number
of inlabitants, and their term of office is for only
2 years. The two chambers constitute the Congress,
and it is its duty to make the iaws referring to the
army, the navy, foreign relations, the national debt,
taxes, cumnage of money, commeice, muil, custons
regulations, weights and measures, naturalization of
fureigners, revision of buundaries among the States,
and the annexation of new States tu the rationd
teintory. The origing States, numbeang 13, are

" represented by stripes of the national flag, and the

present number of States are represented by the 49
stars adormning it. ~

The judicial power. Ttis composé'd of a Supreme
Court und such seeondary courts as Congress may
deem it necessary to establish,

The threc powersare independent and their
responsibilitics are not overlapping.

The_gmendments. The members of the Constitu-
tional Assembly understood that it was necessary to
have™a certain flexibility in the Constitution so that it
«ould be adapted to the needs of the future. This led
to the procedure of amendments, mentioned in one
of its chapters. This permits additions, deletions, and
modifications when Congress, representing the sove-
reign will of the people, considers it necessary.

The States of the federation commit themselves
mutually to respect each other, to recoprize the same
rights for the citizens of all States, and to preserve
forever the republican form of government.

laws on rights and guarantees. -These laws
appear as the first amendments tu.the Constitution,
at the request of Massachusetts. They declare the
ri:g,hl to freedenr of thought, press, belief, assembly,
and the right of petition before competent authority.

The Constitution of 1787, democratic in its
principles, elaborated along the ideas of the natural
rights of man, served as a model, for the future
republican constitutions of the European and Ameri-
can continents. It is the most typical example of the
concepts of the liberals of the [8th century.

The first President of the Amcncan tmion was
George Washington.

The United States, ugon creation in 1800 of the




tederal Distict of Columbia, gave the name of ts
liberator to the offivgd capital of the American
union.

Conclusions

L. The mdependence of the English colontes of North
Amency resultzd from economic and cultural
factors.

2. The colomsts used the “natural nghts of man™ 10
formulate a list of gnevances agamst the Buush
Crown.

3. The first and second congresses at Philadelphia
opposed royal autocracy. Only the third deulared
the separation of the culunies from the Bntish
nation,

4. The Governments of France and Spain supported
the insurrectionists because of their rivalsy with
England. -

5. Many French liberals supported the revolutionary
ideas of the insurrectionists, enlisting'in their ranks
and providing them with moncy, arms, and muni-
tions.

6. The recognition of the American union by France
and Spain nfluenced the French Revolution and
the independence of the Hispanic American colo-
nies.

7. The first years after the war brought the colonies a
series of difficulties that were economue, social,
and political in nature. )

8. The Declaration of the Rights of Man, of the State
of Virginia, and the Constitution of 1787 ex-
pressed the liberal philosophical ideas of the 18th
century.

Readings

L. Declaration-of Independence of the United States
* ' * * * * * *

Nor luve We been wanting in attention 1) our Bntish
brethren. We have warned them from time to tine of
attempts by their legislattire to extend an unwarrantable
Jusisdiction over us, We have réminded them of the cireum-
stances of our emigration and scttlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and snagnanimity, and we
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindsed to
disavow these usurpatinn= whieh, would mevitably interrupt

our connetions and vorrcspondence. They too have been
deaf 10 the voive of justice and of conszngunity. We must,
thesefore, acquicsce in the necessity. which denounces our
Separation, and hold thers, as we hold the rest of mankind,
Encmices in War, 1n Peace 1 pends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of
.America, in General Congress, Assembled, appezling to the
Supreme Judge of the World for the rectitude of our
intentions, do. in the Name, and by Authority of the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That
these United Colonies are, and of Right ought 1o be Free and
Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegi-
aace to the Briush Crown, and that all pobitical connection
betwe-n them and the State of Great Britai, js and eught 1o
be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States,
they have full Power to Ievy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all otber Acts and
Things which Independent States may of night do. And for
the support of this Declaration, with a fism reliance un the
Protection of Divine Providence, we muteally pledge to cach
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our ssered Honor, -

(Thomas Jefferson, Benamin Franklin, John Adams)

~

2. Good Government

* * . % * * ’ x *

«-.a wis¢ and frugal Government, which shall restrain
men ftom njuring one another, shall leave them otherwise
free to regulate therr own pursuits of industsy and improve-
ment, and shall not take frum the mouth of fabor the bread 5t
has carned This is the sum of gond government, and this is
necessary to close the circle of our feticitics. . . .

[from] Jefierson’s fnaugur.al Address [1801]

3. International Justice

L4 * * * * L4 »*

Observe pood faith and justice toward aft nations.
Cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion and morality
enjoin this conduct, and can it be that good poliey does not
equally epjoin 1t? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened,
and, at no distant period, a *reat nation, to give to mankind
the magnanimous and toa novel example of a people always
guided by an exalted justice and benevolence,

Who can doubt that, in the course of time and things, the
fruits of such a plan would richly repay any temporary
advantages that might be lost by a steady adherence to it?

Can it be, that Providence has not conneeted the
permanent felicity of a ndtion with 1S virtue? ’

The expeniment, at least, 15 recommended by cvery
sentiment wlich ennobles human nature,

[from] Washington’s Farewell Address [1796)
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Suggested Exercises

1. Map of Cunada and the United States indicating

2

3.

t_!lgphio Valley.

. List the principal facturs that caused the emanci-

pation of the United States.
Give a bref table of the pnnapdd develupments
of the War for Independence of the United

States.

. Factors that motwated France and Spain to

provide support to the insurgent colonists.

. Biographies: Washington, Franklin. Brief sum-

mary of the ideas of Jefferson.

. List the principal points of agreen:ent reached by

the first, second, and third congresses at Phila-
delphia.

. List the repercussions that resulted in France

from the monarchy’s support of the American
union.

Reading of excerpts from the Constitution of the
United States.

Factors causing the creation of the American
federal govemment.

. Map of the United States in 1787.
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6. CANADA

-

A British North America Survives
the American Revolution?

In December, 1773, just a few months before the
Quebec Act® was passed, a strange event took place
which was to have an snexpected effect in Canadian
history. Three -ships 1oaded with tea were lying in
Boston harbour when a party dressed as Indians
boarded them and threvs ‘the cargoes overboard. This
was the famous Boston Tea Party, and it started a
crisis which ended in the A:xerican Revolution and
created the United States as 4n independent country.
But if the American Revolution created the United
States, it was scarcely less of a tuming-point in
Canadian history. for Quebec, Nova Scotia, and
Newtoundland refused to join the Revolution, and
following it they received From the Thirteen Colonies
a new migration of Loylists who left most important
effects in Canada’s development.

The Causes of the American Revolution

What then were the causes of the American
Revolution? It used to be argued that-the Revolution
was caused by the tyranny of the Briush government
in the years following the Seven Years® War. This
simple explanation is no longer acceptable. Historians

3Compilers” Note.—I rom George W. Brown's Building
The Canadian Nation wev. od,). Toromo. J.M. Dent & Sons
(Canads) Limited 1958 Fp 18493, 19596, and 202-03.
Reproduced with permission from M. Dent & Sons
-(Canada) Limited. The matenal is designed for the 10th year
of a 12- or 13-year pumary-secondary school cycle, but is
uscd at other grade fevels as well. (Ongmal in Enghsh.)

bComm‘lcrs' Note.~The Quebee Act of the British Paslia-
ment expanded the ferritory of Quebec to include the area
between the Ohio and Mississipps Rivers, most of which was
claimed by <:veral of the then Lnglsh colunies along she
Atlantic scaboard  (Sec p 32 for accompanying map,
*Province of Oucbec, 1774.")

-

now recognize that <he British colonies were the
freest in the world, anid that their people had righls",
and liberties, such as elected assemblies and trial by
jury, which were enjoyed in no other empirz. But if
the British goversmnent was not guilty of tyranny, it
was guilty, as we shall see, of a failure to understand
the real difficulties of the sitwation. Unfortunately,
the 1760°s were a decade of weak and divided
leadership in England, and the government showed a
bungling _.tupidity which invited disaster no less
surely than tyranny would have done.

In 1763, the Empire had just come through the
most costly and dangerous struggle in its history, and
in spite of victory there had been serious weaknesses.
The laws of Parliament regulating trade had been
broken in the colonies even by srading with the
enemy, and the burden of defence had been very
unequally shared: some colonies had given genierous
assistance, while in others the assemblies-had done
litle if anything. To cure these defects it scemed
reasonable, even to many people in the colonies, that
some reorganization should take place. Unfortu-
nately. however, the British govemment did not work
out its plans carefully or make them clear to
American leaders with the result that misunderstand-
ing and resentment arose. .

The gevemment’s first step was the Proclamation
of 1763. Ponuiac’s rising had just swept over the West,
and the plan of forbidding settlers to go beyond the
Allcghanies [sic] scemed wise at the moment. Never-
theless, many important colonial landholders like
George Washington were seriously disturbed by the
Proclamativn Line which hemmed the Thirteen Colo-
nies in, and threatened to block their growth.

The British government followed the Proclamation
by two other steps which brought a serious crisis. The
first was the decision to enforce the laws of Parlia-
ment controlling the trade of the Empire, the
Navigation Acts as they were called. Smuggling had
been rampant, but tv enfurce the laws without giving
the colonies more freedom in their trade would be a
severe blow to their prosperity and was bound fo
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A British North America Survives

SPANI SN
STTERRITORY

FProvince of Quebecizrs The Peace Treaty of 1783

Within twenty years, 1763-17&3, there were crowcad four boundary settle-
ments which havé an important plzze in Canadian history. The first and fourth
were caused by wars, the Seven Years’ War (Map 1) and the American Revo-
lution (Map 4). The other two resuited from attempts made by the British
government to solve the difficult problems of Canada and the control of the
western country.
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case touble. The second step ss the proposal vf a
new plan for defence by winch Jarge garnsons would
be stationed 1 America to centrel the Indians and
the West. Britain was 1o pay two-thirds of the cost.
the colomes vnly one-thiud. To ruse the necessary
smuney the famous Stamp Act of 1765 was passed,
and by 1t for the first tme a direct tax was levied on
the colonies by Padiament. The Act brought a storm
of argument and rioting. The colomsts protested
against the “nights of Englishmen™ being taken from
them, and raised the cry so familiar m English
history. “No taxation without gepresentation.” Pitt,
whose genius had saved the Empire in the Seven
Years® War, warned Pariament in the most solemn
terms against threatening the liberty of the colonies.
“I rejoice,” he declared, “that America has resisted.”
The Bntish government bowed to the storm and the
Stamp Act was repealed after a year, but it was
followed by taxes on tea, glass, and painters’ colours.
These too aroused opposttion and then like the

. Stamp Act were repealed in 1770, except for the 1ax
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on tea which was foolishly kapt 1n order to show that
Parhament had the nght to levy such taxes. Thus the
British government m s attempts to reorganize the
Empire had succezded by 1770 only 1 creating
ill-will and a fear that colonsal iberties and nghis of
self-government were in dange:.

Two causes of the Revoluiion have  been
suggested the ditficulty of feorgamzing a vast and
complex empire after the Seven Yeans® War and the
mistakes m judgment of the Brtish guvernment. A
third munt be added. the feehnys of strength and-
stusdy independence which had resulted front over a
century of zrowth. The. Thirteen Colontes were no
lenger m ther mfancy, Their people numbered over
two milhon and many of them had never seen
Engand. The colonies were Amencan m their spirit
and m ther ways of Jivmg. Moreover. the French
menace was removed after 1763 and the colonies no
Ionger feht dependent vi Englund’s md. This did not
meari that they wisiwd for sndependence. The great
majorntty of the colonists were Ioyal. even after the
Stump Act. They were proud of the Empire and 1ts
hberties but to destroy those liberties was to invite
disaster. Edmund Burke, the great Member of Parlia-
ment. understood tlus, but few m England were
willing to hsten 1o by, “Slavery they can have
anywhere. But freedom,™ he declared, “they can have
from none bat you, Deny them this freedom apd you
break thist ~ole bond which muat proserve the amty
of the Empire.”

44 .
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[Pictose] Tin B ~ion Tia Fary.

- In the years following the Stamp Act 2 small
minority of radicals begag to work for independence.
They watched for every_opportunity of stirring up
trouble. and their great chance came in 1773, In that
vear the British government save the East India
Compaity a monopoly of exporting tea to America.
Tea. because it had been taxed, was a delicate subject
in the Colonies and this action was widely resenied,
especially by the Colonial merchants, many of whom
new lost their trade in tea. The radicals immediately
seized the oppostunity of making a crisis. and in
Boston it was this group who staged the Buston Tea
Party. - .

The Boston Tea Party was a lawless act, but now,
if ever. was the time for a carefjil and wise policy.
Instead. the British government closed Boston har-
bour until the ez should be paid for. and tvok other
repressive measures.! A flame of opposition spread
from one end of the Thirteen Colonies to the other.
Men were already arming, and early in 1775 the first
shots were fired at Lexington and Concord near
Buston when a force of British redeoats, sent to lovk
for hidden arms. was attacked. Soon General Gage
and jiis Bntish army were hemmed in at Boston, znd
in June a battle in which Gage was defeated was
fought at Bunker Hill. Even yet there was time for
compromise, but tempers were hot and neither side
wauld go far enough to win a peaceful settlement. A
Continental Congress with fepresentatives from all
the colonies had already been called together at
Philadelphia, and during the autumn and winter of
1775-76 extreme opinions rapidly gained ground in
it. Finally, on Julyd, 1776, the Declaration of
Independence was issued. The breach was complete.

Quebee, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland Refuse To
Join the Revolutjon -

Nowhere was the Revolution watched more anx-
tously than 1n the provinces north of the Thirteen
Colonies. Would they join 1n it or would they remain
loyal to the Empire? Newfoundland was the furthest

Yhew aets were called 1 the Thirteen Colonivs the
“Intolerable Acts.”™ The Quebec Act beng passed at the
me tinde, thus wot into bad company and was denounced as
stolently as the rest.
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away, 4nd its peuple had always been attached tu
Butain. They had nuv love for the New England
fishermen who wame to their shuses, and in 1776
when Quebec was smaded it was the timely armnval of
a worps of Newfoundland volunteers that helped tv
save the day. .

In Nwva Scoua the situation was very different.
Heie a laige myuiity of the settlers were fiom New
England, and naturally many of them sympathized
with the Revolunun. The feeling was, howeser, never
strung enough tu cause an open outbreak. The
séttlements were scattered, and most of the people
probably wished 1o be left alone, like those of
Yarmouth whoe made the following statemeni: “We
Jduv dll of as prufess to be true Friends and Loyal
Subjects to George our King. We were almost all of us
»orn 1n New England, we have Fathers, Brothers and
Sisters i that Country. Divided between natural
attection 10 our neatest relations, and goud Fath and
Friendslup to our King and Country, we want to
know. 1f 1t may be perrmitted at this time to livein a
peaceable state, as we look on that to be the only
situation 1n which we with our wives and children,
can be p any tolerable degree safe.” In Halifax
‘teching was overwhelningly aguinst the Revolution.
Halifax was a2 naval and nulitary base, and 1t
prospered by the money winch the Bnuish govern-
ment spent there. The merchants felt they would be
injured, not benefited, if then trade with Britain was
broken off.

Briuain and the Brntish West Indies were by far
thenr greatest markets. Murevver, the rebelling colo-
nies could not send an ammy to Nova Scotia. The
Brtish navy contiulled the sea. and although Amen-
can privateers made sume surprise attacks alung the
cuast, the Thineen Colenies lacked a navy and had
nerther men not atms to spare. A number of reasuns
combined therefure tu keep Nuva Scotia from juining
the Revolution.

In the provinee of Quebew there was still anuther
sttuatton. The Jeadess i the Thirteen Colonies feared
an attack frum Quebec. They weic, theicfure, moust
Nx1uls tv win it vves as the fourteenth coluny, and
there seemed o be a guud chance of their doing sv.

Govemnor Carleton hed only about 800 regular
truops scattered n smali gasnsuns from Quebec to
Michilimackinac. Moreover, his support in the colony
was very uacertain. The merchants wers displeased by
the Quebec Act except for the clause which had
extended the buundary, and e habitants® were very
doubttul. In the spring of 1775, immediately after
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the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord, a smali
sroup of Americans took Ticonderoga which was
sarrisoned by only a few sleepy British soldiers. The
Lake Champlain route was thus left unguarded, and
svon an American army was moving on Montreal.
Cairleton rushed uwp from Quebec but saw that
Montreal was too weak to be defended, and only
escaped being captured himself by going down the St.
Lawrence again in a rowboat with muffled oars. By
the autumn of 1775 only Quebec itself was left to
offer resistance to the American invaders.

[Picture], Governor Carleton reviewng his travps in
the Place d’Armes at Montzeal in 1775.

Their task was, however, not easy, and they did
not get the help which they expected in the colony.
The merchants, even though they disliked the Quebec
Act, did not want to throw away their market for
furs in England, _and the_habitants, while they
disappointed Carleton, did not rush to support the
invaders. Bishop Briand staunchly supported Carle-
ton. “The singular kindness,” he told his fellow”
French Canadians, ““and tke gentleness with which we
have been governed on the part of His Most Gracious
Majesty King George 111; the recent favours which he
has bestowed upon us in permitting us the usage of
our laws, the free exercise of our religion, and
allowing us to participate in all the privileges and
advantages of British subjects, are sufficient without
doubt to arouse your zeal to support the crown of
Great Britain.”” The Americans also hurt their cause
by offering paper money, which the French Cana-
dians believed worthless, or by seizing supplies
without paying for them at all. The small American
army which, after taking Montreal, marched on
Quebec in the autumn of 1775 was therefore in a
most  difficult situation, even though Carleton’s
garrison was desperately weak. On the night of
December 31 in a blinding snow storm the Americans
made thei; one hard assault. When this failed, it is 2
wander that the siege continued. Short of supplies
and with smallpox raging in their ranks, the invaders
under General Arnold hung on till spring. When a
British fleet sailed up the river in May, they could do
nothing but retreat.

¢Compiless’ Note.- The tzrm “habitants™ refers to the
french agricultural settlers in Quebec.
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[Picture| General Arnold’s Headgiiarters, 1775.76,

No other mnvasion was attempied by the Ameri-
cans. In 1777 the British took the offensive. An army
under General Burgoyne vwas sent from Quebec by
the Lake Champlain route. Another British anmy was
o move north from New York, but when it failed to
do so, Burgoyne was forced to surrender at Saratoga.
Saratoga was a turning-point in the Revolution. It
encouraged France to declare“war on Britain, and so
brought Americans help vhen they most needed it.
But by this time the chance of winning Quebec had
passed.

So the failure of the American invasion. British sea
power, Carleton’s leadership. the attitude of the
merchants and French Canadians. all played a part in
keeping Quebec from bécoming the fourteenth
colony. Most important of all was the fact that
Quebec’s interests were really different from those of
the Thirteen™ Colonies. Her French-Canadian people
did not want to merge with the English-speaking
colonies. The centre of their life was the St. Lawrence
as it had always been. and through the St. Lawrence
Quebec’s trade and defence were tied to Britain much
more than to her neighbors on the Atlantic coast.

The End of: the Revolution and the Making of Peace

In 1781 the defeat of the British army at
Yorktown ended the campaigns of the Revolution.
By this time Britain had almost every country in
Lurope against her. and only the navy’s command of
the sea prevented complete disaster. The news of
Yorktown brought alss a change 1n the British
government. The friends of the Thirteen Colomes
gained control and insisted-on peace. The result was
the Treaty of Versailles of 1783 which recognized tlie
new United States of America, gave it the western
country from the Alleghanies [sic] to the Mississippi.
and drew the boundary line from the Atlintic coast
to Lake of the Woods, which has remained with few
changes to the present day, To some these boundaries
scemed needlessly generous. The French government
was astonislied, and not very well pleased that the
United States reccived so much, but the British
government was determined that friendship and
good-will should be restored. It was no fault of the
Treaty that these gencrous intentions were later often
forgotten.
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* ® ® ® * *
The Lo:valisls Seek New Homes

One of the greatest effects of the American
Revolution on Canada has not been mentioned. This
is the Loyalist migration which brought many thou-
sands of new settlers from the United Siates to
provinces stiil remaining under the British flag. In the
Thirteen Coionies the Revolution had really been a
civil war in which the whole population was torn with
ronflicting loyalties. John Adains, one of the Ameri-
can leaders. Iater said that 1n 1776 probably not more
than one-third of the peopls favoured war against
England, that another third opposed it, and-that the
remainder were uncertain. With opmion so divided,
the harshest measures were used against thoss who
remained loyal to Britain. Thousands, especially in
New England, New York, and Pennsylvania were
pcr;eculcd and stripped of their property. No less
than cighty to one hundred thousand fled, or were
driven znd exiled. from their homes. They were
scattered on both sides of the Atlantic in mnany
places, but mostly n the British Isles, the British West
Indies, Nova Scotia, and the Province of Quebec. The
Loyalists who settled in Nova Scotia and Quabee
came mostly from the northern colonies—from
Boston where the Revolution began, from New York
which was held throughout the war by the British
army, and from Pennsylvania where Loyalist senti-
ment was strong and widespread. Such.a migration of
thousands of new settlers was foreseen by no one at
the beginning of the Revoludon. It is not too much
to say that it charged the course of Canadian history.

[Picture] United Lmpire Lovalists, Lamding on the
site of Saint Juhn, N.B., Mas, 1783, the furst party of
settlers faces new life in the wilderness of rocks and
trees.

* * L4 * * * *

The Loyalist Influence

For many reasons, the coming of the Loyalists was

- an event of great significance n the history of British

North America. Merely by adding to the population it
caused changes alf the way from Halifax to Niagara.
New settlements sprang quickly mto eaistence, not
least among them the strong settlements west of
Montreal on lands which had never previously been
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sncumed exoept by Indins Taw smen provmes nete
cicated, apd after 1771 there were four elected
assemblies whzac befure there had been vy wne. But
the effect of the Luwyabst smmugiation went fa
beyund these things whidh wan casily be measuted.
The Luyshsts brought wath them gualities and 1deas
which were tungliened by haid eapenence. No
countty could have ashed fur proncess muse likely to
succeed. They had a stsung luysity 1o the Bansh flag.
and at the same time a Jetermination to enjoy the
tiberies and rights of self-government to which they
had bean accustomed. The varieiy of people among
them is one of the things which interests us most

English. Scotush, Insh, and German families. repre-
senting districts in the Thirteen Colonies all the way
fiom New England to westesn Pennsylvania. Most of
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them were humble and obscure people, many were
fiemn well educated and prominent families. Among
them were suldiers and army officers, who brought a
sunse oof disaphine and organization. Others were men
and awumen of furee and experience whose influence
1 . . -
waidd be seen evenywheie in the life of their pioneer
wemmunities. Many of theit descendants have shown
the same high qualities of leadesship, and it is no
wundes that the Loyalist traditivn has left in Canada
an indelible impression.

-

[Proture] Postace stamp osied 16 mark tie one

aerdred and et amusersary of the comng of the

i rvalnr.
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. The American Revolution?

[S]uon after the discovery of the New World,
many FEuropeans left therr own countnes to find
homes in the West Indies and in Amenca. These
people were called “colonists”. Some left Eurupe
because of the religious troubles. ... Others left
because they disagreed with the government of theus
own countries. Many of these men crossed the
Atlantic to search for silver and gold or 1o start
coiton and tobacco plantations,

From about 1607, thousands of British people
settled in the eastern and svuthern parts of the
present-day United States of America. (Louk at the
map [below].)

IMupl Tin Torreen Colmes byl hesamm,: riw
izl hivieen sratos ot 1S L {Maper map
features pame and becate the 13 Coloniies and 23
UBportant Qe i cotan North Amenca |

As time went on, these colonists became more
prosperous. -Each Briush colony had tts own govern-
ment, but at this time. the European governments
insisted on their right to-pass laws for their colomes,

Dunng the seventeenth century m England, the
government passed three Navigation Acts, which
made certain rules about the colonial trade. Sonie of
the goods produced by the colonies were to be
exported only to Britain or other Bntish colones,
and other goods intended for the colomies had to pass

3('ompilcrs' Nole -From ¥ K Buah's 1 New History
Jor Sthools and Colleges,” Book 2 (2d ed.), London-
Macmillan Loadon Lid.. 1970. Pp. 71-74. Reproduced with
pernussion from Macmullan London and Basingstoke. The
material is designed for the carly posiprmaty years of a
primaty secondary cycle that may vary from 12 1o 17 years.
(Origmnal in English.)

through English ports for taxation. On'lly British ships,
and British colonial ships agreeing to certain sules.

_ could be used. This increased the price of goods,

For some time the colonists in America evaded .
some of these faws, But during the second half of the
cighteentiy century, Britain levied several new taxes
which the colonists felt they could not accept. They
refused to obey these laws: because nobody from
America had taken part in making these Jaws. ‘How
can we be asked 1o pay taxes by the Bntish
parliament in which we have no representative to
speak for us?’ they said. . *

But George 111, King of Britain, and some of lus
advisers insisted tliat they did have the nght to tzx
the Americans. Naturally, the Americans, who had
left their homeland in search of freedom, refused to
pay the taxes. They pleaded unsuccessfully with the’
British government to stop these taxes. .

In 1775, the situation exploded into a war, which
lasied for eight years. At first, the British proved
stronger than the Americans. But the Americans had
an able leader in George Washington, and as the war
continued, they gained the upper hand. In 1778
France entered the war, and French troops came to
the aid of the Americans. Another advantage for the
Americans was the great distance from Britain. It was
difficult for the British government to transport_and
supply troops. . 2

Matters grew worse for the British, when other
European nations, France, Spain and Hlolland,
attacked the British navy at sea, Britain, fighting on
several fronts at once, found it even more difficult to
send troops to America.

The war ended in 1783 in defeat for Britain; with
the signing of the Treaty of Paris, Britain recognized
America as an independeni country. (In the course of
the war, on the fourth of July, 1776, the Americans
had declared their country independent of ‘Britain.
This date, rather than a date in 1783, has since been
celebrated by America as Independence Day.)

To sum up, the American victory was the result of
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good leadershup, a better knowledge of the gedgraphy
of the country, and help from France and other
European countries. Brtain's defeat was caysed not
only by the great distance between the battlefield and
the home countzy. but also by puor leadership and
the difficulty of fighting on several fronts at once.
The Amerncan colomes™ successful struggle for
ndependence was a revolution. It was the first time
i modern umes that a woluny ruled frum outside had

\(;\
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rejected foreign rule and formed a nation of its own.
Britain leamed an important lesson from this. From
that time onwards, Britain had a new attitude
towards some of her colonies, such as Canada and,
later. Australia, where her own people had settled. In
their other colonies. however, the British repeated the
mistake of keeping colonial rule for too long a time
This led to another revolution® the emergence of
self-rule for the former Asian and African colonies.
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The American Revolution?

Revolution Against Colonialism

We have already discussed how the English colo-
" nists landed on the eastern coast’of North America.
how they established 13 colonies there during the
I6th and 17th centuries, and how they constituted a
part of the British Empire. with their population in
1760 totaling nearly one-third that of England

- herself. . .

The Americans took part in all the wars_that
Brilain_&nged against France during a large part of
the I8th century. participating with their forces, their
lives, their material sacrifices, and their leaders,
fameus among whom was Gedrge Washington, who
fought on the side of the English against France 1n
the Seven Years” War in Canada ( 1756.63).

Furthermore, the American colonies suffered what
England had saccumbed to, in terms of the absolute
authority of its kings during the 17th century.

But while the British Isles were able, under tie
leadership of Parliament, to restrict this [royal]
authority through the 1688 revolt. England, under

_ the auspices of this same Parliament, refused to allow
the American colonies to enjoy the freedom and the
constitutional reform it _enjoyed. Therefore, the
American Revolution was not only a revolt agamst
blind British imperialism, but also g revolt-to secure
constittional freedom and democratic principles.

*Compilers® Note. - Translated from A. Radwan, M. Afifi,
and M. ELGhanams Ousool Flalam  Elhadith  Munita
Elnaltha Elorupla ata Waktana Llhather (¥ oundations of
the Modern World From the Europcan Renassance tp
Modern Tmesy. Cairo Government Press, 1974. Pp. 78-89.
The matenal is desizned for the 10th yar of a §2-year
pomary-sccondary schoof cycle.
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Causes of the Revelution

The main reasons for the American revolution
against British colonialism are as follows:

-

1. British Tyranical Rule in Amcrica

In each American colony there was a Governor
representing the King of England, as well as two
legislative bodies. one of which was elected by the
people while the other was appointed by the Gover-
nos. But the British Parfiament held the highest
authority above those two bodies. The British Parlia-
ment was really the body that actually formulated
the laws for the colonies and decreed the taxes
imposed on them. There was a considerable conflict
between the elected legislatures of the colonies and
the appointed Governors. who were acting on hehalf
of the Parliament and the King of England. The
frequency of this conflict resulted in ncreasing the
awareness of the Americans of the conflict of nferest
between the American people and the British.

After the Seven Years” War, the Americans felt
more reseniment toward England, because they
expected England to reward the American-~colonies
by granting them greater freedom in mznaging their
own affairs as a result of the staunch support the
colonies gave England in thus war. But {instead]
England began administrative and economic reorgani-
<ation of the colonies in vrder tv merease its coxtrol
over them.

2. England’s Trade and Feontomic Monopoly

Behiud this political disenchantment, there was
discontent with the monopolistic policies of England
in America. Ironically, while the Britis], middle class
acquired their freedom and supported the authority
of the Parlizment against the tyranny of the Kings of
England, the same class supported the tyranny of the
English Government and s monopolistic policies in
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the wilones, eaplaing Amencen  sesvutees for
Braish interests. .

Examples are. (1) the Amencans were forbidden
10 tanspunt then tade moany ships eacept Bubish
vesseh, (23 the Amencans wete  profubited from
manufacturing what they could buy from England.
(3) the Amencans were sestncted m purchasing
certan commudities except thiough England.

The Amencan colofiies felt the burden of these
wontrols and made n known o the Bnush, but the
Brinsh always justitied the contiols under the gune of
protecting the colonies from ihe French in Canada.
Iromeally gzamn, these controls were nghtened as
England emerged fiom the Seven Years” War bui-
dened by o heavy debt (3700 aulhon), and demanded
from the colomies o greater.shate m paying these
debts and n suppurting the ever-mereasing cusis
unvohved m Logland’s impenialint expansivn.

The Branh Pathamen began muteasmg the 1aaes
on the colomes, such as those on sugas, wine, silk,
and cuffee, without their consultation,

Then the Bl tssued new disectives estneting
the 1rade ot 1he Amencans and waming them aganst
cxports tu, and mports from, any vther country.

Fgthennore, the Parthament 1ouk away the nght of

any coluny 1o Bsue 1t own cutieney and finanoaal
paper.

Fmally, England sssued the Stamp Act, windh
brought about vrganized o wsiton fiom the Amen-
qans. This acl mipused speuial 1axes un newspapers,
Tichets. Deenses, rental contradts, finanaal dovu-
mens, and other legal agreements miended for the
protection, defense, and maintenance of the colonies.

-

The Struggle for Freedom From British Colonialism

The orgamzed American opposition 10 colonialism
and English oppression begar n 1765 and took the
tollowing forms: (1) popular resistance. indicating
widespread anger with British policies: (2) consoli-
dating efforts and unifying ranks under wise leader-
slup. (3)open armed warfare against British colo-
malism,

1. Popular Resistance

Atter the ssuance ol the Stamp Act, the Amen
cans openly expressed then anger. whidh was
refleccted by alien newspapers, lawyers, 1ehgious
feaders. merchants, and busiessinen. These groups
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played a sirong part in shaping public opinion, and
led America's boycott of England materially and
morally. Thus in 1765 the meichanis boycoited
Engfish imports, leading 10 a business slowdown fora
period of ume and to a significant decrease in the
trade with England.

Nu taxation without representation. At that time,
the Americans began to adopt the important principle
of “no taxation without reprezentation,” and they
believed that imposing taxes without consultation
with them or with 1heir representatives was a threat
to their freedom. .

The 1765 New York Convention. In Octeber of
1765, a convention took place in New York that
mcduded 27 distinguished and able men represepting
mne colonies. This was the first conventicn to unite
the colonies in their struggle for freedom. This
wonvention issued several proclamations asserting that
there should be no taxation in the colonies except
that-adopted by their own legislatnres.

Fngland continued its policy of imposing taxes. -
Facing this strong opposition, England retreated
mitially by repealing the Stamp Act. This eased the
opposition to a certain extent. ‘But in 1767 the
Butish Government reimposed taxes on paper, glass,
lead, and tea imported into the colonies frony Britain.
This rekindled the anger and the indignation of the
colomsts, leading the merchants and others again to
depend nore upon themselves, utilize their own
1esources. and boycott English trade. So the people
began o use locally manufactured clothing and
paper, and restricted their use of tea and paint for
their homes. ’ .

The Boston Massacre of 1770.-In Boston, where
trade interesis were highly affected by the British
meddhng, the:Bostomans revolted aganst the new tax
regulations, They ‘attacked customs officials who
msisted on collecing taxes. When the British authori-
ties sent two regunents to protect these officials,
soldiers opened fire, killing and wounfling civilians--an
act that outraged public opinion and intensified the
opposition.

England insisted on its right to impose taxes.—In
1770, the British Parliament recognized the intensity
of the opposition, retreated, and cancelled all taxes
exeept the tea tax, which was maintained due to the
King's insistence that there should be at least one 12x
mposed in order to preserve his right to fax the
wlenies. As a result, tension decreased for 3 consecu-
tive years, but the storm of opposition began again
when sume, Americans called atiention to the tea tax,




which gave the Brinsh Pardiament the right to
continue to impose taxes on the colonies without
representation.

Resistance o imposed laxes and monapolistic
policies.—A popular front of citizens was immediately
organized in Boston, called the “*Committee of Corre-
spondence.” fhe main task of this comunittee was to

clarity the rights of the colonies. ther complaints,

and the unfair practices of the colonial power, and to
correspond with other cities regarding these issues.
The idex became widespread. and similar committees
werc established in every city. These comnuttees were
the nucleus of active revolutionary organizations.

The struggle became quite evident and strong
when the Americans insisted that tea should not be
permitted 1o enter the colonies. This tea was
monopolized by the East India Company under an
agreement with the English Government. On the
evening of December 16. 1773, this struggle reached
its climax in Boston when some American vouths.
disguised as Indians, went abeard English ships and
threw their load of tea overhoard.

This constituted a serious problem fur Bntam, So
the British Governmeni decided to punish the revolu-
tionaries. It issued some decrees, such as those closing
the port of Boston, forhidding public meetings
without the Governor's permission, and requiring the
local authorities to house e British soldiers. The
American people considered these decrecs grossly
unfarr,

2. Consolidating Ifforts and Unigyving Ranks Under
Wisc Leadership ’

The Amencan people retused to yield to the
Brtish decrees. The people’s representatives decided
to take unified steps against this oppressive policy. In
September 1774, 55 representatives met in the First
Continental Congress of the colonies, They declared
public resistance against British policies in the colo.
nies and established an “association” that organiz¢d
trade boycolts, encouraged the popular [resistance|
movement, instigated public ppinion agamnst Laglnd,
and decided to meet force with force.

This new association was 1 new step in the
American struggle against Lngland. When the English
general received the news that the Anrerican-citizens
were collecting ammunition and weapons, he ordered
that these muerials be confiscated and that their
leaders be sent to be tried in England. A contingem

.
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of the British army fought a crowd of people at the
village of Lexington und killed cight of them.

The news of the British atrocities against the
people of Lexington passed like an electric current to
the other colonies. 1t was clear to all that England
had begun the use of force that would lead to open
warfare. This pews spread all over the colonies,
unifying them into a single national front and
spreading a national spirit from one corner of the
colonies to the other.

The beginning of the war and the Declaration of
Independence.-As a result of all these events, a
Second Continental Congress was held in Philadelphia
in May 1775, in which the participants, under the
feadership of wise men such as Ben Franklin and
Thomas Jefferson, issued a *declaration setting forth
the causes and necessity of their taking up arms.” It
said in pari:

Our cause is just, Our union is perfect. Our’ internal
fesources are great, and if neeessary forcign assistance is
undoubtedly attainable. ... The arms we have been
compelled by our enemics to assume. e will . .. employ
for the preservation of our fibertivs, being with one rmind
resolved to die free men fathier than five fas] slaves,

The wnity under Washington's  leadership.~
Immediately. the people were united and volunteer
soldiers, were orgamzed in each colony. The members
of tle’Congress and the people reached a consensus
to appoint Col. George Washington commander-in-
chief of the American forces. The people chose-
Washington because of his moral courage and his
nmilitary competence, which he had demonstrated
during the Seven Years® War between England and
France. He was very popular with all the people
because of s excellent leadership ability, his wise
counsel, and his wide knowledge. Whea he was
convinced of the righteousness of a certain issue, he
would defend it with all his might. He did not
concede defeat. One of his famous statements wis
“Defeat stimulates greater determination and we shall
succeed the second time."

The Declaration of Independence, -The King of
England declared that the colonies were in a state of
rebellion and that it was necessary 1o punish them. As
soon as the Congress received this notice, it had no’
altemative except the Declaration of Independence.
A committee of five represcntatives was assigned to
prepare the formal independence document. This
committee was headed by Thomuas Sefferson, who
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was in his early thirtics and was famous for his
enthusiasm and his principles. One of Ins fmnous
principles was: “The tree of liberty must be refreshed
from time to time with the blood of patriots and
tyranis,” -

On July 4. 1776, the document was completed
and the Declaration of Independence was read to the
people. 1t said in part:

..o [AIl men are created witual, that they are
endowed by thteir Creator with cenian unalicnable Righis,
that among these are Lite, Libery and the punsui of
Happiness. That 10 sceure these mhis, Guvernments an
msliluted among Men. denving theis just powers from the
consent ol 1he governed. That whenever any Fomm of
Governanent becomes destructive of these ends, i1 1s the
Right of the People to alter or 10 abolish i1, and 10
mstitute new Government, faying its foundation on such
ponciples and ogganizing sts powers m such form, as to
them shall seem most likely 10 elfect their Safety and ©
Happiness. ...

With this document. a new historical page began
tor the Umited States of America. This declaration
represented the free pohtical ideas that were preva-
Jent at that time, such as these of John Locke It
stemmed trom the public awareness that the govern-
ment should exist for the people; and not the people
fur the guvernment. The dJeclaration kindled the
enthusiasin of the American populace, heightened
their feeling of importance, and inspited them te
vontinue their struggle to protect their independence
The Deddnation of Independence made the American
question a wotld coneerti. So the European conntries
began to defme their stand toward England and
toward the new American nation.

-

3. The War To Progect Independence

The Amencan Revolution continged fur more
than 6 consccutive years, dunng wlneh 12 important
military battles were fought and the war spread to
every colony. In the penod after the declasation of
independence (1in the winter of 1777-78) Washington
suffered a great deal. But by the spring, Washuigton
was able to foil the plans of the Enghsh general,
Howe, who captured New York m order to separate
the northern colomes from the southern colunies.
Washmgton defeated the Enghsl army that came
trom Canada to support Howe, and forced b to
surrender at Saratoga jn October 1777,
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[Map] The Amwrican States during the War for
independence, 1773-53. {Major map features indicate
the tota] ared m North America encompassed by the
13 orignal colontes, and name and locate 4 citivs and
fowms New York. Boston, Saratoa.dnd Yorktown. |

Europe’s stand regarding the American Revolu-
tion. - This victory had a great jmpact upon raising
the spirits of the- Americans, and upon the stand
European countries took toward the American Revo-
Jution and toward England. France sided with the
Amencans, not because it favored freedomn, as France
was uself an mmperahstic country, but because it
wanted to take revenge upon England, which had
usurped from it a large part of North America. France
sent the Americans a fleet and anned forces that
joined Washington's amy.

¥

(Map] Furope and its stnd  regarding England
during the Amgrican Revolution. [Major map features
indicate the Furopean countries that were “against
Enaland.” and  those that “declured armed pew-
trahty.”]

-~

Spam entered the war aganst Britdin in order to
recapture Gibraltar from it

Sweden, Denmarh, and Russia organized them-
selves mto “anned neutrals” and declared that they
had the nght 1o deal with the Americans, thereby
challenging England. which Jdauned to itself the right
to search neutral shups in urder tv prevent them from
helping the Amnericans. ) )

When Holland helped the “arned neutrals,” Eng-
land declared war against her. Thus Britain could not
find any allies, and the American colonies were able
1o complete their victory over Britain.

_England’s defeat and the end of the war.-The
unification of the Americans under the leadership-of
Washington, and the coalition of the European
countries against England, “forecast the expected
American victory. While the French fleet was able to
surround the American coast, Washington advanced
along with the French troops and encircled the
"English army at Yorktown until it was forced to
surrender in October 1781, ending the efforts of
England to suppress the American Revolution.

Nothing was left for England except to recognize
the independence of the American States. Hence,
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negotiations bused on the independence of the

colonies began between thery and England leadingto

a peace pact in September 1783,

The American Republic. The first step after the
success of the American Revolution against English
imperialisn was to lay the foundation for the
governance of the United States. In September 1787,
the representatives of the States gathered for a
conference at Independence Hall in Phila Jelphia in
order to establish a2 constitution for the whole

i country At that time cach Statc-had ratified its own

constitution.

According to this American Constitution, a united
federal republic was established without deempha-
sizing the importance of cuch State and its freedom
to lay down its own special laws. Among the
important functions of the Federal Government were
the right to issue currency, regulate trade, declare
war, and make peace Fach State government had the
right to maintain its own police, to regulate its own
factories and work agencies, to establish its civil and
criminal codes, and to be responsible for the educa-
tion, health, and welfare of its citizens as well as for
other matters related 1o its internal well-being.

The United States under the Constitution. ~As a
result of their revolution, the Americans succeeded

.

Q .

RIC

establishing their state on the basis of the republican,
democratic system. They became the first people to
- adopt this system in modern times, a system based.on

a wriqgl constitution stemmmg from the followmg .

principles:
-The people are the source of all powers and have
the right to amend the Constitution.

-Power is -distributed between the -Federal

Government and the State governments,-

-The [Federal] Government's power 1s divided
into major branches. the legislative (the Congress),
the executive (tlie President and his ministers), and
the judicial (the courts). »

_ ~The CGngress has th. authonty to make laws, the
President has the authority to execute them, and the
courts uplold the law and the Constitution. . »

-Officials are to be accountable and the rights of

individuals are to be protected.  *

Consensus on George Washington as President.— .

After drawing up the Constitution, the Congress, (a
name that the conference fat Phuladelphia in 1787]
has retained ever since) began necessary procedures to
elect a President. Theie was but one man who was
invarjably-viewed by the delegates as bemg worthy of
the presidency. This man was George Washington,
and lie was clected Prcsndcx?(\mmmmously.

-
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9. ISRAEL

the British Government in Eagland. This prohibition
was a heavy blow for the settlers and created much
bitterness among them, since they saw it as the
brutality of a distarit power that deprived them of the
spoils of war.

The War of Liberation of the
North American Colonies and
the Lstablishment of the United States 2

The British Government's Demands for Participation
The Situation in the North American Colonies After of the Colonies in Defraying the Costs of the War L
the Seven Years™ War
This was not the only reason for the tension that
atvse after the Seven Years” War between the settlers
and the British Guvernment. That war had cost the

Brtish Eachequer large sums of money and had

The consequences of the Seven Years War had
angdhened many hopes o the Noith Ameican
settlers. The Jangers fou the French and thein allies

the Indians had passed, and a stretch of teintony
between the Appalachian  Mountains and  the
Missysipps Rever had been added tu the areas under
Bnush rule. The growing pupulation 1 the colunies
had alicady begun to feel a ladk of land, and they

sigmficantly inacased the English nativnal debi. The
shapers of Cnglish pulicy were of the opinion that.
since the war had been conducted for thé most part
in wider to protect the colonists, it would. be only
pruper if they helped defrdy its.expenses. The British

Guvernment was convineed that the colosfists alone
would nut be able to prutect themselves and the new
territuries that had been added, and tlierefore it
deuded tu maintain a 10.000-man standing army in
North America in the future and to obligate the
colunists to pruvide a large part of the necessary

_ funds. For that purpose the Government imposed
-takes and: additivnal payments and gave instructions
fus user vbservance of regulations concerning the
vativus duties (on merchandise) than had been in
effect uptil then. These steps caused opposition and
Cntensified the contioversy that existed between the
colunists and the Central Government and, in the last
analysis, were responsible for the severe friction
during the sixties and seventies of the ¢-atury.

louhed with civy o the broad and fernle stietches of
terram beyond the Appalachians, which only fear of
the Trend: had hept them from yavading 1n large
numbers. The calumsts huped that frum now on they
would have an oppurtumty of setthng there, and the
trading cumnpanies were diawn by the upportunity of
good land wansacsons. To be sure, the British
Guvernment, feated  that  cunfiontations
between the columsts and the Indians were hikely to
wonflagrate mto general war (especally since n 1763
a severe Indun upnsizg had broken vut m the North),
was_nterested m videdly distnbution and settlentent
of the new temntory. In 1763 1t therefuie 1ssued a
prodamation, accotdmg to whndh it wys furbidden 1o
wns the Appalacduans, and, which tapsferred the

wlih

| ~authurity to ratify the sale of land in ihose areas to . -
l * -
. ., The Ecénomic Policy of the Crown in Its Attitude
ACompilers Note. Translaied from Michael Ziv and - .Toward the Colonies
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which were psued dusiny the second half of the 17th
century. 1 combination with a senies of rules that
were intended 1o subjuzate the colonidl economy
the needs of the homeland. Thus they mmposed a
prolibition on the transport of merchandise from
England to the colopies, and from the colunies tu
England ur other countrics. 1o any but English ships
or ships of the countries in whndh the meschandie
originated. The colonies wese ubhizated to sell certain
types of merchandise such as tobaceo, rice. iron,
woads, fars, ete.. only to England. To be suie, the
colopies alse profited from thus rezime. since it
secured the English market to them. But m the lung
run. it harmed their economic life. They were Forced
tv accept for their meichandtse a price set by the
English merclants, even though they would receive o
better price for ther wares elsewhere. Also, the
colomes were furced to pay higher prices fur English
industrial products. In order to prevent competition
with English industey . the Government prohibited the
exercise of certan trades and industries within the
colonies. The colomsts put up with these limitations
hecause they needed English assistance and protec
tiu, and especially becunse for (e most part the
trade regulations were not enforced. The colonies
conducted extensive sinugaling, and it is estimated
that wbout 50 percent of the merchandise passing
through Biston harhor during those days moved
tlleyaily .

The Constitutional Controversy

Conflicing opinnons and  conflicts of mterest
betacen the . Goverament snu the columsts m the
Cooum gied combined with the cunstitutional
dispute vonsctnmg the lmutations on the prerogatines
of Ioeal gosernment i the colunies and the Jegree of
their dependence on the humeland. The culumists
believed that the decsions of the London Pahament
did nut wbligate them, hecause tlen 1cpresentatives
did not participate . that budy . That meant that the
Londen Paliament had 5o power to impuse tares un
them simee “no taxatin without representation”™ way
the sule. They completely Jemed that the Pashament
i London had™the 1ight to make laws that were
binding on the wolonics s, similuly, the colonial
Parliament had o 1ght G wct Laws that were hinding
for Endand. In contiast. the Englih pashamentanians
clammed that they sopreseinted all sieas of the Lnghsh
Empire and that there was no dilference in iy
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tespecd betwesn the mhabitants of the colonies and
those of any Jistinet sn England. These differences of
wpraon 1ezading punciple became sharper as a result
ol changes that took place in the colomal policy of
the English Guvernment. Up to that tme the Guvern-
ment had not amvolved atself i colonial affars veny
much and 1t ties with the colonies were quite weak.
The war [ic., th: Seven Years” War] had revealed the
weaknesses of this attitude and a reed for changes
was felt. The Englsh Government's tendency to
strengthen its 1ule in the colonies was intertwined
with the pesonal ambitions of King George HI
(1760-1820) to repwsess the pretogatives that Lthe
English King hed lust duning the ume of lis predeces-
surs of the huouse of Hanover. The King's parusans
amung the Tones supposted lum i tlus desire. In
wontrast, the Seven Years' War had ncreased the
colonists” Taith n then own strength and their
mcination  toward independence. Many of them
became consaious me then hearts that they had the
power to stand up fur themselves without further
need of protection from Great Britamn. The remusal
uf the Freach fiom North America had furthered
their recognition.of this fact.

The Grenville Laws

In 1764, Grenville. head of the [British] Govern-
ment. proclaimed the Sugar Law, according to which
a fax was jmposed ons the sugar harvest, types of
wine, silk, and other merchandise from non-British
colonies, and strict rules on taxation and smuggling
were issued. This law and the manner i which it was
implemented struck a heavy blow at the New England
and middle colunies, where it was customary tv buy
sugar and sugar byprodu Lt Cheaply fiom the Lslands
of the French West Indies fur purpuses of rum
distillation. That same year, a Mint_ Law was also
proclaimed that had as its puipuse v chminate a
ulunial custum-of using promissury nutes of credit as
carrency. This custom enabled the colonists to
wvercome difficulties 1esulting fium a lack of hatd
cunienyy and enabled debturs,gmnostly farmers, to
take care of their debts. The strungest uppusitiun was
produced by the Stamp Act'of 1765, wiich required
the affixation of stamps to various types of docu-
ments, newspapers, pamphlets, calendars, ete, This
Jaw affected in p.nll;ular(lawycrs.)uuumlms. any the
entire comimunity of the itellectual professions that
shaped publiv apinion n the colomes. -
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Reaction of the Colonists.

These laws affected all layers of the pupalativn in
all parts of the country In varivus places suicties of
the Sons of Liberty began to organize, committed to
active opposition to their implementatiun. Calls fur a
hoyeott of English merchendise and use of the stamps
wese heard Disvrders. demonstrativns, and acts of
terror against the King's offidals touk place. At a
mecting of reprosentatives frum nine columies that
teok place at the invitation. of tae peuple of
Masachasetts, it was decided to tum to tke British
Paliament with a request that the above-mentiuned
laws be vuided and tv threaten a_buycott. This
reaction on the pait of the colunists and pressure
from groups in English .ummerce that began to feel
the results of the buycott mused the Pardiament 1n
London to invaiidate the stamp tax law, but at the
same time it decided anew to stress the principle of
its unlimited right to issue laws that obligated the
colonies,

Intensification of the Struggle

This partial retreat of the Parhament braught only
a short lull 1n the struggle. In order to achieve the
aims of the Central Government, the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Townshend, 4mposed a tax on lead,
glass, paper, paints, and tea sent from England to the
colonies. And 1n order to achieve close implementa-
tion of .the law, authonization was given to conduct
searches. in- private homes and stores for selected
typeszof merchandise. The revenues derived from the
tax were %o defray the salanes of the Governor and
his officials and to pay for mamtenance of the
standing British atmy 1n the colofies. At a later date
certain privileges were extended to the Bntish India
Company to facilitate us tea trade 1 the colonies,
enabling 1t to seil tea n the colomes at a price even
lower than that of smuggled tea. A storm of
opposition broke out once more with new force.
Demonstrations and violence became frequent, and
the boycott was strengthened. The Government
broké up local legislative assemblies that had con-
vened to decide on opposition to the new laws. At a
clash that took place in Boston in 1770 between a
mob and the British army, five citizens were killed.
The news of the Boston Massacre quickly spread
througheut tke land. and the Parliament in Englan§
retreated once more and voided the Townshen
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tzxes, except for the tea tax, since it iatended to
stress jts privilege in principle to impos taxes on the
wlonies. The eatrerusts among the colonists were
not content with even this remnant of the Town-
shend Laws, since they, too, gave paramount impor-
tanee tu the pratuple involved. Associations of Sons
of Freedum and also Conspiracy So.ieties were
formed in many colonies. They called thumselves.
Pazriots. They 1nsisted that the spint of oppositioa to
the Guvernmeat should not be forgotien, and they
demanded continuation of the boycott on tea. Thex
prevented the discharge of cargoes of tea from ships,
and in 1773 even boarded 2 ship with a cargo of tea
in Boston at the initiative of Samuel Adams, one of
the extremist leaders of the movement, and threw the
boxes of merchandise into the sea. The British re-
acted vigotously n the spirit of statements by King
George I that the colonies should either surrender
or triumph. And in order to deter the colonists from
committing new deeds of violence five “laws of
cocrcion™ were proclaimed, according to which most
of the freedoms of Massachusetts were voided and the
competencies of the King’s officials were broadened.
They were given the power to transfer those accused
of rebellion to another colony, orto England, so that
their actions might be adjudged outside their home
colony. Finally, Boston harbor wis closed and the
town’s inhabiiants were forced to accommodate
British soldiers billeted in their homss until damages
for the destroyed merchandise had been paid. During
the same period the Quebec Law was proclaimed;
which extended the boundaries of that district and
gave freedom of worship to the Catholics in Canada.
Even though ihis law was not enacted in reaction to
-the Boston Tea Party, the colonists, especially the
New England settlers, regarded it as diminishing their
privileges. In addition, a large British military force
was sent to Massachusetts and a general was ap-
pointed as the colony’s Governor. These steps were
.intended as an explicit warning to the colonists that
the Government had made up its mind to apply all
power at its disposal in order to impose its will, and
that what had happened in Boston would also happen
to other places that would dare to follow its lead.

The First Continental Congress (1774) “

The columists were not idle exther. In accord with a
propusal by peuple fiom Mussachusetts. representa-
tives of the Conspiracy Souteties met i Philadelplia




11 1773 6 discuss the means by aledh the sl
with Erlad Gould B wonducled o comnnn
aveurd. lu this Fist Continental Conztess, 35 of the
munt promitient coelunial kadeis, acpiesenting dimont
all of the colomies, patiaipated. Fan the aent pant,
these were people of mlleence und homaed sadd
standing whos belonzed 1o andes aoth consunatng
vicws, and were careful gt Lo womie {0 o bresh sath
the homeland. To R sarel smung them sere alse
some with moe extreme ambitiens. Tire Congress
tepeatedly prodaimed the aizht o the colinsts 1o
“then fievdom and then propests™ and then panaloge
to mahe then own Lins. It tained 1o the people o
Fogand and the colomies wath gty ztrevanees, and
ostahlnhed 4 “lesgue™ of colunies foi the puipose of
sonducting the coonumie stiuggde wath Lagland aid
LLpang g boy cott wn, Engloh prodacts until the Lins
mvolied wothe wonflict were sanded. The Congress
dlss dearded 1o mcet e e mosprmg 1773
saden o discaass the sitsation, Meanwhile the teuston
m the colenies mnocased and o revidutionas spin
deschoped. Logal actinnt vonnabs were ostablished,
woapons were wollected, and maian sms were
s man1zed and tuaned o e ase ot g,

The English Reaction

In Foghsh pubhic opinon, and whbw i Pasliamenm,
sarfous views were icld sath seznd o the columes.
The Wing Party. at that s m oppositien. mcluded
men like Wilham Pitt the elder, the Lanewn wistes
Ldmund Buihe. snd others who saw the Govern-
ment’s dutins as exprossioan o George HE' absolu.
I aedmations. The appostiten of the colonies to
these actioms was, 1 then sPHIeB, o coltfinaation o}

Jhe sttazgle of the Enghsh people for thea nghos

They demanded scconmodston with the colonies,
which in Ly shoald medify some of then semands,
The Kz and his sdbietents were siganoush, opposed.

sie they sezanded the codonnts” dennnds and then

dutisns s ebelbon and vesson and selieved that the
dfifly way ont was 1o owercome the rebellion wath
brute foree. Mibitny commanders i Amenica recened
st tions e ths sprit amd wsere sent gemforee-
ments .

Proclamation of Independence by the Colonies

In the early spring months of 1775 the Brtoh
commandimng ni‘l/iccr e Amersa mstructed s men to
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wnfivate the wezpons that had been collected, to
anest the Teaders of the sehellion, and 1v brng them
to Lngland. On the way 1o the hitle town of
Concerd, nuot far fsom the village of Lexington, a
odosh teok place between Brtish soldiers and the
scbels and there were vctims. On thenr way back to
then hases the Butish soldiess were attached all along
the way by the Jucal pewple, and on both sides many
weie Killed and wounded. To be swre, before the stant
of these hostile acts, and esen after the shots “whose
echo was heard around the world.” there were stll
people who wanted, and behieved in the possibility of,
reconciliation.  The Second Continental Congress,
which met as amranged in May 1775, deaded once
muie to turn to the King stressing sts oy alty to him
and alling fur peace, but at tde same tune 1t decided
tu mobilize financial resvmces for the struggle and to
organize an army, which would be commanded by
George Washington as supsemie commander. George
11 rejected the proffered peace and srodaimed ihe
colonies to be in a state of rebellion. The position
adopted by the King cased the work of those among
the American leaders who from the start had striven
to achieve complete separation of the colonics from
Great Britain and who on principle were opposed to
monarchisl rule. To be sure, these antimonarchial
tendencies were not the opinion held by the majority,
and nany among the settlers were not ready as yet
for extremist action. These antimonarcinal tendencies
were strengthened and spread in very broad circles
with the publication of the pamphlet Gnnnon Sense,
from the pen of the Guaker Thomas Paine. an
emigrant of humble vrigin who had reached America
only 2 years before and had published + periodical
there Paine strongly and ably negated the monarcnal
principle  courageously atrached the personality of-
George M1 and called on the colunies to separate
from England and proclaim their full independence.
The pamphlet was spread quickly in thousands of
copies all over North America and helped greatly to
corsolidate the idea of independence. Richard  Lee
froms Virginia gave expression to this change in the
mood in his proposal that Congress proclaim *“that
the colonies represent an independent state and e
obligated to form one . . . they are not dependent on
the English Crown and all ties between them and
Britain should be totally vojded.”™™ A committee
under the chairmanship of Thomas Jefferson, another
‘ .
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Virginian, was requested tu formulate the prolama-
t. i independence of the Nurth Amerivan wolunies
and this proclamation was ratified by the Cungress un
July 4, 1776 This document stresses, in the spisit of
political views held by the philosophers of that
generation in France and England, that human beings
are equal and possess natural rights that cannot be
ahrogated. These are the rights to life, to liberty, and
te happiness The proclamation also determines that
governments draw justification for their existence
fram their protection of these principles and privi-
lezes, and that the source of their rule is the will and
consent of those subject to their authority. And it is
the privilege of the latter to reject a government that
has denied these principles and rights and to appoint
another government in its place. In its second part,
the declaration lists the tyrannical acts of George I11
and his government constituting evidence that they
Jenied the abowve principles, thus justifying the
rehellion. and it proclaims the independence of the
colonies.

Washington's Personality, Relative Power

The war for liberation of the North American
«olonies that cane in the wake of the Dedaration of
Independence lasted for over 6 years. The forces in
this contest were unequally matched. The British had
at their disposal an organized anny, trained and
equipped and mach larger than the colunists” aimy,
but it consisted mwstly of mercenaries, largely fiom
Guimany, whu did not fight for a cause dear to them.
The Butish alse had at then dispusal large finanaal
sieans and a stiung navy that was able to supply them
with all their needs and to intenapt tratfic between
the colunies and the countries of Lurupe, ur at Jeast
to hampes it significantly. In addition, the British re
licd on the help, and even the active support, of all
thuse who had Rept aluof fiom thie sebellivn and had
remained loyal to the King. In contrast, the colonists
suffered from a lack of arms, equipment, and money.
To be sure, they fought un known terrain and glmost
every man among them: knew how to use arms
Nevertheless, they were not an organized, disciplined
army and at times showed anarchical tendencics.
During the struggle there were geriods in which
Washington had at his disposal merely several

" thousand hungry, ragged soldiers who were bitter and

close to despair. It should be notcd in Washingtor’s
fasor that thank to iis organizational gifts, his
upright character. his personal charm, his great moral
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strength, his strong fuith sn the justice of the cause he
served, his ability 1n command, 2nd his influence over
his suburdinates, he was able 10 turn this undisci-
plined pupular militia nto a unified army filled with
faith in its strength and the will to fight and win.
Washingtun himself was convinced—and so convinced
his army ~that victory in this struggle of the few
against the many lay i the moszl strength of the
army and of the pesple behind 1t, and to that he
devated his chief aitention. It should bz stressed that
it had fallen to Washington to overcome not only the
lack of military equipment and financial resources,
but also the Jack of mutual trust between - the
individual colonies, the suspicions and small-
mindedness, the attempts of quite a few to enrnich
themselves at the expense of a people engaged 1n a
stieggle, and also the economic difficulties such as
rising prices, a lack of confidence in the.currency, and
other related matters. Washington, with the aid of his
supporters, overcame all these problems and dunng
the course of the war rose to the level of a national
leader. a hero beloved by ali and a personality of
unshaken moral authority.

The Course of the War and the Consequences of the
Peace of Versailles

At first the colomsts suffered heavy defeats. Many
areas and s mportant cities, among them the centers of
Ameriwan life in thdse years such as New Yuix and
Philadelphia, were conquered by the. enemy. The
rebels were forced to retreat westwards and many of
them were Jose to despair. But an important change
in the situation took place after thenr great victory 1n
the Battle of Samtoga‘m 1777, when a large Bntish
army of 5,000 men surrendered to the msurgents
with its commanders. This battle had not only
military sigmficance-actually st was not sufficiently
impurtant to decide the war—but also political
meaning. The colonists’ struggle had awakened many
cchoes m Luropean countries and had engaged the
sympathies of freedomn fighters among different
peoples, including England’s enemies. The representa-
tives of the rebels were energetically active n the
caputals of Europe in order to gain moral support and
financial and military aid. Many Europeans regarded
1t as then duty to participate actively 1n the colomsts’
war for freedom. Thus the rebel army was joined by
Lafayette the Frenchman, Kosciuszko the Pole,
Steuben the German, and others. The French Gov-
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ernment saw in the rebellion an oppurtanity to uy to
invalidate the results of its defeat in the Seven Years
‘War, but from the outse: of the war it limited its help
to the supply of arms and the extensivn of uedit
only The battle of Saratoga freed the colonies frum
their military isolation. France declared war on
England and a short while later was joined by Holland
and also by Spain, which hoped to recapture Gibral-
tar and Florida This fact fundamenially changed the
relative strength between the warring parties, espe-
cially at sea. England was forced to fight on several
fronts and encountered difficulties in maintaining the
blockade of the colonies. The effort to maintain this
blockade wunder all circumstances moved other
countries 1o enter the war to protect the freedom of
trade by sea.  Russia, Denmark, and Sweden de-
clared “armed neutrality,” thus expressing to some
degree their readiness to oppose by force any effort
to search their ships. As a result of this change in the
international sitvation England’s position became
more critical Critical statements increased in Parlia-
ment in London and in expressions of public opinivn,
especially after a sccond heavy defeat that England
suffered in 1781 when the main British army undes
Lord Cornwallis surrendered to the rebels a1 York-
town This surrender actually put an end to England’s
cffort 1o subdue the rebellion by force and decided
the outcome of the war. A new Whig government in
England opened peace negotiations with the colonies
and their allies. Washington, who knew that the
Americans had reached the end of their strength, also
wanted peace. In 1783 peace treaties were signed at
Versailles, in which the sovereignty of the North
American colonies was recognized and they were
given the territory between the Appalachians and the
Mississippi River 'n the North 2 border was fixed that
was alniost identical with that of today. In the Soutl,
the Florida peninsula was given to Spain. The
privilege of the colonials 1o fish in the waters off
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia was assured. France
received back several of ler territories in the West
Indies and in Africa. The colonies ¢*Yigated them-
selves to return the properties that had been confis-
cated during the war from those vho remained loyal
to the king (ihe-*"loyalists™), most of whoni emi-
“grated fo Canada. They also obligated themselves to
pay the colonists” debt to English merchants. ..

Tlu': Economic Crisis After tlie War

-

With the signing of the peace trcaty and the
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recognition of the colon,a! States” mndepeadence, the
latter faced the difficult problem of ging new form
to their commun pohitical life. In spite of the Umon’s
establishment simultaneously with the declaration of
independence, the olonies were actually independent
States with governments of their own. Differences in
economic interests, differences 1 tradition and in the
social structure that existed among several of them,
and anxieties and suspicions contrbuted to feelings
of mutual distrust. In the first years after the
granting of independence there was much tension
between the States. This was a pentod of confuston
and severe political and social crisis. The Stales
established their own customs tanffs, a fact that
caused much friction among them. Even the currency
was not uniform, and several States issued therr own
bank notes, thinking only of their own narrow
interests. The value of the cumency, already low 1n
any case, fell tremendously. There also was friction
between the States wath regard to the boundanes of
their jurisdiction, and especially concerning the ques-
tivn of what form of government should apply to the
arzas that were turned over under the Treaty of
Versailles, and how to organize them. The difficulties
that had moved the British Government 1 1763 to
forbid the move. westward reappeared. The economic
life of the States was shaken to 1s foundatons.
Debtots among the faimers even tried to cancel then
debts by 6se of force, The danger of a social
revolution threatened. A state of anarchism arose
that brought about complete pohtical and economic
chaos. The pronuses to sausfy the claims of the
Englislt creditors were not fulfilled, and the property
of the Loyalists was also not returned. As.a result,
England did not withdraw 1ts army from s strong-
holds and thére were fears that the war mught be
renewed. There was no central government capable of
functioning in North America, since Washington had
taken lhis leave immediately after the end of hostili-
ties and had returned to lus estate. To be sure, the
Cunlincnlal gongrcss continued to meet and tlicore-
tically it was tfte supreme government of the States,
but in actuality it was notlung but a type of council
of representatives of the sovereign States 1n which
every State, small or large, had one vote and in which
every dcuision‘nccdcd at least nme affirmative votes.
The Congress had no authority to umpose or colleet
taxes and duties and, during.certain periods, did not
even hold its meetings, since its members did not
attend and it had no mechanisim of enforcement at its
dispusal. The decision of 1787 concerning the North-
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west Temitories was smade with oaly 18 of the 91
members of the Congiess present. The states of
Furope were skeptical of the new nation’s ability to
survive and did not send representatives there,

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787

The leaders of the [American] States saw this
development with concern, since it was bound to lead
to political disintegration, and t* 2y reached a con-
sensus that the States would have io be unified into
one political body that vould be subordinated to one
national government. A first and important step in
the direction of unification was taken with the
adoption of a decision concerning the fate of the
Northwest Territories. During the war and immedi-
ately after its termination thousands of settlers had
burst into the new areas. Certain States demanded
that they govern thesz areas by themselves, 2nd other
States claimed that the areas belonged in common to
the States and that new States should be established
there. Finally thie Jatter position was accepted, and in
the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 it was determined
that a Governor appointed by the Congress should
rule in the new areas. When the number of settlers
vithin the boundaries of a certain Territory reached
5,000, it would be granted independence within
-certain limits, such as the right to establish a local
legislative assembly similar to those in the other
States. A representative of the Territory could partici-
pate in the sessions of Congress but would have no
vote. When the number of free settlers reached
60,000, the Territory could be admitted into the
Union with rights equal to those of the other member
States. In the three to five States that would be
established in the new area, freedom of speech, press,
and religion would be maintained, and slavery would
not be introduced. The Ordinance of 1787 deter-
mined the future road of Jevelopment of the United
States and the methods of its colonization in Nurth
America throughout its extension to the shotes of the
Pacific Ocean. The States that were established Juring
the 19th century became a part of the United States
in accord with the principles of this Ordinance. Mean-
while the movement for unification grew. The ful-
lowers of the young and able politician Alexandei
Hamilton and the man of science James Madisun
brought up a proposal to convene a convention of
States’ representatives to discuss means of improving
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the cunstitution of the Union. The convention met in
spring 1787 in Philadelphia, In 1t participated repre-
sentatives of 12 States, including, among others, the
old and experienced leaders of the generation,
Franklin and Washington, and also the younger ones,
Hamilton and Madison. The representatives, whose
aumber reached 55, were subsequently called the
Fathers of the Constitution to honor them. Among
the leaders known from the time of the struggle for
liberation wlio were absent from the corivention were
Jefferson, who was then in France, Thomas Paine, and
also several others who were opposed to the establish-
ment of a strong central govarnment.

The Dispute on the Principles of the Constitution

Durning the discussions on the contents of the
Constitution, several central problems crystalhized,
and fundamental differences of opinon-arose among
the participants concerning desirable approaches to
their solution. It became clear very quickly that a

- new formulation of the Constitution would not be

satisfactory, as was at first believed. The small
colunies feared that they would lose their independ-
ence to the large ones anid demand equal nghts in
decisionmaking. No less impostant was the question
of the central government's authonty 1n relation to
that of _tiie Tocal governments. Several of the par-
ticipants demanded establishment of a strong central
govenstment with broad authority, others were opposed
to this in principle. This led to the question ofthe
metliod that would deternune the composition of the
individual States’ delegations to thie central'governing
tudies—whetlier according to the pnnciple of equal-
ity ur awording to the size of thewr populations. It
was unclear how the black slaves should be counted,
how the President would be elected, and what his
authonity should be. In the answers that were offered
tu these questiuns, cunflicts due to-economic inter-
ests were alsu reflected, espeaally conflicts between
the industisal-mercanule North  and  agnicultural
South. These cunfhicts found thenr expression also 1n
the attitude of the participants toward slavery. There
alsu wese differences of upimion between those who
tended toward an aristocratic form of government—
and several of these did not ehmmate from considera-
tiun the pussibulity of establishing 4 monarcliy—and
the advucates of a full realization of democratic
principles of equality.




The Compromise

These problems and the strong differences of

opinion connected with them could have precluded
any possibility of agreemnent. The fact that George
Washington, who did not lean to any party, was
elected president of the convention, that the discus-
sions were held behind closed doors, and that the
convention agreed in one of its first sessions to decide
questions by simple majority—all these developmenis
smoothed the way to the success of tlie convention
and its redefinition of the governmental institutions
“of the United States. Its sessions continued for
about 5 months and all the various problems in the
conflict were scttled by compromise. Thus, for
instance, a compromise was offered concerning the
question of determining States’ representatiun mn-the
orgaus of the central government, according to which
the legislative organ, the Congress, was to be com-
posed of two houses the Senate and the House of
Representatives, To the first, cach State, whether
small or large, would send two representatives, and to
the second house it would send a number of
representatives proportionate to the size of its popu-
lation. The second compromise concerned the slaves,
who were essentially concentratcd in the Svuth. In
order to determine the size of the representation of
States in the House of Representatives unly three-
fifths of*the slaves would be taken into consideration.
Concerning demands for the abolition of slavery, in
accordance with the principles « equality and the
basic rights of mian, it was agreed that for 20 years
the Congress would not involve jtself in the question
of the importation of slaves and would not impose
any duty on them above a fixed sum, and it was
decided that there would be an obligation o turn
over escaped slaves to their owners. Concerning the
democratic principle, it was determined that the
members of the House of Representatives would be
elected by direct vote, and that members of tlie
Senzte would be nominated by the legislative body of
each State. Also, the President would be elected by
indirect vote. -

Ratification of the Constitution
The new Constitution was accepted by a majority

of 39 votes out of 55, but among those who voted for
it were representatives from all the States. It was

Q

decided at the same mesiing that it would tak= effect
after ratification by at least 9 States. During the
struggle for ratification, which was not an casy matter
in severai of the States, it became clear that there was
a need To make certain changes in the Constitution,
but by the summer of 1788 it received the necessary
ratification. Within 2 Years the ratification was
confirmed by all 13 States. In 1789 Washington was
elected the first President of the United States of
America.

The Constitution of the United States

As has been mentivned, the Congress represents
the legislative institution of the state. The President
has veto power over the decisions of the Congress,
but his opposition will not prevail if a deciston 1s
reconfirmed by a'two-thirds majonty m both Houses.
In affairs relating to foreign policy, war, the military, -
and export-import matters, the Congress decides.
According to the original Constitution, the members
of the Senate are chosen by the legislatures of the
States, but since 1913 thiey, too, are elected by drect
vote. Every 2 years one-third of the Senate members
leave, and in their place new ones are elected. The
members of the House of Representatives are elected
every 2 years.

The executive power 1s placed n the hands of the
President and his munisters (Sccretaries), whom he
nominates and whose appointment 1s ratified by the
Senate. The competencies of the President, who 15
simultareously the head of state and head of govern-
ment, are very broad. He is the supreme commander
of the army and navy, he concludes nternational
treaties and forms alliances with the Senate’s ratifica-
tion. He appoints high officials and judges. The
President and his Vice President are elected every 4
years. The Vice President presides as chairman over
the Senate, and takes the President’s place after his
death for the duration of his unexpired term.

The Constitution defines the authority of the"
central government, but that of the different state
governments is defined negatively—that is, all preroga-
tives that are not explicitly assigned to the central
government are reserved to them. They are mostly
concerned with local matters: education, traffic,
police, hospitals, etc. The States are headed by a
Governor who is elected every 2 or 4. years. A
legislative bouy is active by his side, 1t consists of two
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houses. which are also clected. The judiciary author-
ity is placed in the hands of a Supreme Court which
has very broad prerogatives. The judges of the
Supreme Court are appointed for life by the Presi-
dent They are authorized to decide controversies

that arise between the legislative and executive’

authorities In addition, it is their duty to decide if
the laws and their implementation by government
conform to the Constitution.

The authors of the Constitution wanted to assuie
its solidity, but at the same time to provide the
possibility of effecting changes in it when nevessany.
In aceord with this aim it was decided that proposals
to change the Constitution would have to be ratified
by a majority of two-thirds in the two Houses of
Congress and also by three-quarters of the local
legislatures. Since 1789 about 2,000 proposals for

- changes in the Constitution have been made, but only
21 have been ratified. Ten of these were adopted
during the first years after the Constitution took
force, and they include the ratification of the basic
rights of man and citizens and represent the Bill of
Rights of the American people.(1791),

The Constitution of the United States is the frst
written-republican constitution of modern times. For
the first time the basic rights of mian and citizens are
explicitly noted and bted nights and fieedoms that,
subsequently, through various channels, became the
foundations of democratic society in the 19th and
20th centuries The authors of the Constitution
consistently implemented the principle of the separa-
tiun of puwers, and each of the three authorties
serves as restiamt to the others. The task of each
is defined: the Congress determines the law, the
President implements it, and the Court explains it. To
be sure, the President has the opportunity to in-
fluence the lawriaking process by means of lns right
to veto, but the Congress on the other hand can
influence the implementation of the law thanks to its
right to confirm certain of the President’s decisions
and its right to judge the President legally under

“ certain cunditions. The Supreme Court, un its part, 1s
authorized to set a spectfic law astde or to void a
specific decision of the executive power if it is

* satisfied that this decision is contrary tg the Constitu-
tion. To be sure, this mutual intcrdependence of the
authuritics is likely 1o comphate the legislative
process and also to hamper the methods of imple-
mentation but, at the same tume, it scrves as a
suarantee for the preservation of democracy,

The American Constitution was formulated 170

)
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years ago for a nation of about 3 million people that
occupied a territory mcomparably smaller than that
of today. Since that time the economic, social, az
demographic realities of the state have totally
changed, as has its international posttton, yet the
Constitution, apart from a few added changes, re-
mains valid. It did not interfere in the development of
the American nation, and—cxcept fer the war
between the North and the South during the second
hals of the 19th century—~that nation had no.need for
the use of fuice in order to adapt uis-Constitution to
the changes that took place mn society. The founda-
tions of the Constitution gave it sufficient solidaty, as
well as elasticity, to meet 1ts needs.

Selections From Sources

The Declaration of Independence of the United =
. States (July 4, 1776).

When in the Course of human events, 1t beeomes neecssary
for onc people to dissolve the pohnical bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume among the
Powers of the earth. the separate and cqual station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entule them, a
decent respect te the opimuns of mankind requires that they
shuald declare the causes winch unpel them to the separa-
tion.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unahicuable Rights. that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Ilappiness. That 1o secure these nghts,
Governments ‘are instituted among Men, denving thenr just
powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any
Torm of Governinent becomes destructive of these ends. it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and 1o
institute new  Government, laying us foundation on such
prmaples and orgamzng 1ts powers i such form, as to them
shall seem miost likely to offeet ther Safeiy and Happiness.
Prudence, indeed. will dictate that Governmenis long cstab-
hshed should not be changed for light and transient causes:
and gccordingly all expericnee hath shown, thiat mankind are
more disposcd to suffer, wiile evils are sufferable, than to
it themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
avastumied But. when o lung tran of abuses and usurpa-
tinns. pursmng invariably the same Object evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is
their duty, to thiow off such Government, and to provide
new Guards for thesr future sccunty.—Such has been the
patient sufferance of these Colomes, and such s now the
nueossity wluch constiams them to alter_thew fonner Systems
of Government The lustory of the present King of Great
Britam s u history of repeated injuries and ususpations, all
having in dicet object the establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To prove tlus, let acts be
subinitted to a candid world.
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He has dosolved Reprosentatine Houses repeatedly. fur
oppesit with manh firmoess Iicimassons on the o.hits of
the people.

He bay endeasoured to present the popubstion of thes
States, fur that purpese obstructing the Laws for Natarshza.
twn of Foreizners, refusing to pas others ts encourage their
mizratton hither. and raisin: the conditions of new Appropn-
anons of Lands

He has obstructed the Admnistranon of Justice, by
refusing lus Assent to Laws for establistung Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on Tus Will slonc. tor the
tenure of therr oifices. and the amount and pay ment of thewr

__ salarfes.
= He has erected g matutude of New Offices, and sent hithe
swarms of Offiers to harass our People, and cat out therr
substance

He has kept amonz us. in tmes of poace, Standing Ainies
witheut the Consent of our feanlature.,

He has aftected to render the Military independent of and
supenor to tie Civl Power.

He has combined with uthers te sabject as e a juns.
diction torcizn to our constitution, and unacknowledged by
our faws, mvng s Asan’ to then aots of pretendad
leztslation:

Lor quartenng Lirge budics of siind troops among us.

For protecting them, by g naock Togd trom Punshiem
for any Murders whiehs tiy shuald commmi wn the Inbatn-
tants uf these States”

Vor cutung oft vut Trade with sl parts of the werld.

For mmposin. taxes on us wathout our Cunsent.

For depsrvnz us monany cases. o the bencfirs oi Tral by

Jury. 3
For traasparting us buyond Suas 1o b trd tor pretunded
offences:

.

For abulishinz the frec System of Englsh Laws 10 o
neihbonne Province, establshing  thercin an Arburany
government. and enlarzing its Boundarics so s to render it at
onse an example and it instrunient for intreducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies

For takm: away our Charters, abolnhimg our “'most 1alu-
able Laws, and altering tundamentally the Forms ol our
Governments

For suspendine our own Leznlature, and declanng them-
sehes mvested with Power 1o Jesnbate -Tor ns 10 ol cases
whatsoever. :

He has abdicated Gueernmient ore, by decaning as out of
his Protectson and waning War agunst us.

He has plundered om seas, ravaged our Cuasts, burnt wur
tosns, and destroyed tie hves of our pewple.

He gy at this gme transporting large ammics of foreign
niereenaries 10 complear the works of death, desolstion and
tyranny. already begun with arcuinstances of Cruelty &
pertidy scarcely parallcled 10 the most barbarous ares and
totally unwarthy the Head ot s avilized nation.

He has constramed our fellow Citrzens tahes Captise un
the fuzh Scas s bear Arms gzamst therr Country, to beconmi
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the exceutioncrs of their hiends and Brethren, or to fall
themselves by their Hands.

He has exated domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavoured 10 bring on the inhabutants of our frontezss, the
merciless Indian Saveges, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguishied destruction of all ages, seaes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Pelitioned for
Redress 1n the most humble tenns: Our repeated Petitions
have been answered only by repeated injury . A Pance, whose
character 1s thus marked by every act which may define a
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free People.

. Nor have We been wanning 1n attention to cur Bnnsh
bréthren, We have warned them from time o time of
attempts by their legstature to extend an unwarrantable
Jurisdiction over us. We have rerinded tnem of the circum-
stances of our enugranen and scttlement here. We have
appealed to thar native jusice and magnaminuty, and we
have conjured them by the ues of our commion kindred 10
dissrow these usurpanons, which, would inevitably interrupt
vur connectiony and correspondence. They too-have been
deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must,
therefore, acquicsce 10 the necessity. winch denounces our
Scparation, and hiold them, as we hold the rest of mankind.
Enemies in War, in Peace Foends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
Amena, in General Congress. Assembled, zppealing tw the
Supremnc Judze of the world for the recntude of our
ntentions, du, 10 the Name, and by Authonty of the good
People of these Cojunies. solemnly publish and declage, That
these United Cofomes are, and of Rizht ought to be I-ree and
Independent States, that they are Absolsed trom all Allegr
anwe 1o the Brtish Crown, and that sft polnical connection
between them and the State of Great Britain, 1s and ought ro
be totally dissohied, and that s Free and Independent States.
they have full Power 1o levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, establish Commeree. and do all other Acts and
Things which Independent States inay of right do. And for
the support of this Dedarstion, with a firm rebance on the
Protection of Disine Providence, we mutually pledge to cach
other our Lives, our 1 ortuncs and our sacred Honor,

14

Thomas Paine (1737-1809 on the English

Constitution [from Comumon Sense, first pub-
lished in Philadelphia in January 1776].

Socigty 1n cvery state is a blessing, but government, even
in its test state, is but a nocessary cvilt in its worst state an
mtolerable vne, for when we suffer, or arc eaposed to the
samc miserics by a government, which we might-expeet 1n a
wuntsy without governinent, our alamity 15 heightened by
reflecting that we fupmsh the means by which we suffer,
Governinent, fike dress. 15 the badge of fost mnocence, the
palaces of Mngs are built upon the runs of the bowers of
paradisc. Fer were the smpulses of counscence clear, untform
and prreststibly obeyed, man would need no other lawgier,
but that not being the wse, he finds 1t necessary 1o surrender
up a part of Ins property to furnish means tor the protection
uf the rest, and this hie 15 1nduced 1o do by the ssmne prudence
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which in esery other case advises him out of two avils to
choase the keast Wherefure, security being the true design
and eond of government, it unanswerably follows that
whatever form thereof appears most likely to ensare it to as,
with the leas® evpence and greatest benefit, is preferable to
all others... ..

I draw my 1dca of the form of government from a
principle in nature, which-no art can overturn, viz. that the
more simple anything 5. the less. liable 1t is to be disordered:
and the easier repaired when disordercd; and with this masim
in view, I offer a few remarks on the so much boasted
wonstitution of Enxtand. That 1t was noble for the dark and
slavish times in which it was erected, is granted. When the
world was uvesrun with tyranny the least remove therefrom
was a glorious rescue But that iz is imperfect, subject to
convubsions, and incapable of producing what it seems to
pramse 15 casily gemonstrated. . ..

! know it 15 difficult to get over local or fong standing
prejudices, yet iff we will sufter ourselves to examine the
womponent parts of the English constitution, we shall find
them to be the base renains of two ancient 1y rannics,
wennpounded with seme new republican materials

[Mapl i Bar 1or Pibaraten of dwe North Apien-
cat cofonies M map Tegtures Jooste the 12
BERR T the ~les of sovenal of i
suaportant Bartles of the Revolutnon. |
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Fiest. The sumains of monatchnal tyranny n the person
of the kg,

Sceondly. The semains of apstuctatical tyranny in mc
persons of the peers.

Thirdly. The nuw republican matersals, in the persuns of
the wommuns. un whouse virtae depends the freedum ot
England,

The two finst. by bung hereditary, are independent o the
people, whercdoe in o cumutotivnal sense they wontabute
nothing towards the freedum of the state.

To sy that the comutution of Lagland 1s 4 umon ol
three powers, reaproaally chedang cach other, 1s faracal,
cither the words have no meaning, vi they are flai contradie-
tions,

To say that the cominons is a cheek upon the King,
presupposes two things.

Fust. That the kung 15 nut 1o be trusted without betng
fouked after, or an uther words, that o thirst for absolute
powet, is the Ratural discase of monarchy.

Secondly.” That the ommons by beng appomted for
thst purpuse. are cathcr wiser ur mure worthy of wonfidence
tian the crown

But as tlu same comstitutivn wln-.ll gives the commons o
power to ek the king by withholding the supplies, gives
afterwards the king 4 power to check the commons, by
empowcermyg him to reject their other bills; it again supposes
that the .king is wiser than those whorm it has already
supposed to be wiser than him. A mere absurdity!
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There 15 something exceedingly nd:culous in the composi-
tivn of monarchy, it first excludes a man from the means of
infurmation, yct empowers lnm to act ;n cases where the
highest judgment 1s sequired. The state of a king shuts him
frum the world, yet the business of a king requires him, lo
know it thoroughly; whercfore the different parts, by
annaturally oppusing and destroying each other. prove the
waele character to be absurd and useless. . .

The Virginia Statute of January 16, 1786 on the
Freedom of Religion

1. Whereas Almighty God has created the mind free, so
that all attempts to influence 1t by temporal punishments ox
burdens, or-by cwvil incapacitations, tend only fo beget habits
of hypocnsy and meanness, and arc a departure from the
plan of the Holy Author o. our religion, who, being Lord
both of body and mind. yet chosc not to propagate it by
ceercions on aither, as was in His almighty power to do: that
the impious presumption of legislators and rulers, civil as well
as ccclesiastical, who. being themselves but fallible and
uninspired men, have assumed dominion over the faith of
others, setting up their own opinions and modes of thinking
as the only true and infallible, and as such cndeavoring to
impose them on others, has cstablished and maintained false
religions over the greatest part of the world, and through alf
time. that to compel a man to furnish contributions of
money for the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves
is sinful and tyrannical. .. .that our civil rights have no
dependence on our religious opinions, any. more than our
opinions in physics or gecometry; that, therefore, the pro-
scribing [of] any «itizen as unworthy [of] the public con-
fidence by laying upon him an incapacity of being called
1o uffices of trust and emolument unless he profess or re-
nounce this or that religious opinion is depriving him in-
jurivusly of thuse pnivileges and advantages to which n
commun with his fellow citizens he has a natural nght. . ..

1L Beit. .. enacted by the G encml.-isscmbl; that no man
shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious
worship, place, or ministry whatsoever! nor shall be enforeed.
restrained, molested, or burdened in his body or goods, nor
shall otherwisc suffer on awount of his religious opintons or
befief, but that ali men shall be free to profess, and by
argument to maintain, their opimon.in matters of rehgion,
and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlasge, or affect
their civil capacities.

I, And though we wzlf hnow that this Assembly,
clect>d by the people for the ordinary purposes of legislation
only, have no power to restrain the acts of succecding
assemblics, constituted with powers equal to our own, and
that thercfore to declare this act to be irrevocable would be
of no cffect in law, yet we we are free to dedlare, and do
declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of the natural
rights of mankind, and that if any act shall hereafter be
passed to repeal the present, ot to narrow its operation, such
act will be an infringement of natural right.

x * * % * * *




Dates

1763--End of the Seven Years’ War. Interdiction to
move Wes?,
1764 -Sugar Law
1765 -Stamp tax
1770 - Buston Massacte
1774- Fisst Continental Congress in Philadelphia
1776 -The Declaration of Independence of the Nortls
American colonies
1777-Battle of Saratoga
1783 —Peace of Versailles )
1787 Northwest Ordinance
_ 1789 -Washington -President of the United Statés

Questions
»

L. Describe the causes ol the conflict between

the North American colonies and England

according to their different types.
2. Why did this conflict mtensify to the point

separation in the sixties and seventies of llir
I8th century? Do you believe that it would
have been possible to prevent this split?
Write a charéc sheet from the perspective of
an English patriot—on English policy toward
the colonies during the crisis years.
Describe the stages in the developing political
ambitions for independerce of the North
American colonies.
The war of liberation of the North American
colonies is sometimes regarded as not vnly an
external war for political independence, but
also as an intermal struggle for change in the
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10.

1.

methods of government and the social order.
Is this view correct? Give reasons for your
opinion.

Describe: (1) The influence of political
evenis in Europe, especially thie intellectual
views current during that generation in
Europe, on the chain of events in North
America and (2} the icfluence and results
that the war for liberation of the Nortls
American colonies had for the course of
political and social events in Europe.

What difficulties, by type, faced the colonies
at the end of the war for liberation? )
What was the content and what was thé -
importance of the Northwest Ordinance of
17877 )
How did the Constitution solve the question
of slavery? Does this solution appeal to you?
What were the main difierences of oninion
during the deliberations on the content of the
Constitution of the Uited States? Were these
differences of opinion settled? In what fash
ion?

Do you find that the Constitution of the
United States expresses the political views of
the period of the Enlightment? To what
extent? Do you also find contrary views to
these in it? Give reasons for your opinion.
Compare methods of government and authori-
zation customary in the contemporary United
States to those customary in England, éspeci-
ally with regard to (1) position. election, and
prerogatives of the legislative body with re-
gard to its two Houses and (2) authority of
the English King on one hand and the Presi-
dent of the United States on the other.
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The American Independence Revolution?

English Colonial Policy

.

\

The 13 English colonies on the Americafl conti
nent were the result of the cfforts of the Puritans,!
whu were seehing ficedu of 1ehgion m the New
Wuild, and uf peuple interested m trade and develup-
ing new lands. Although under the contiol of the
muther wountry, the columsts were strongly imbued
with the spit of freedum and independence, and

they develuped demuctatic autonuiny thiough then
respecine wolumial assemblies. In the North, com-

merce and ndustry thined along with agneulture by
landowming faimers, while 1 the South, tubaceu and
wtivn plantations flounshed thivugh use of black
slaves.

However, Lugland, the mother country, himited
the gruwth of cummerce and industty m the Amen-
can wolontes by means of a mercanule policy of using
the colonies as a svource of 1aw matenals and at the
same fime as a matket for Enghish products.? For this
reason, the wolonies became mure and more dis-
comtented with Lngland, but Junng the Seven Years'
War [1756-63] theic was ny vutbieak of disputes
vecause the supputt of the hume country was needed.

3Compilers’ Note.-Translated from Kentaro Murakawa,
Namio Egami, Tatsuro Yamamoto, and Kuntaro Hayashi's
Shosetsu Sekar Shi (Detailed World History). (New cd.)
Tokyo: Yamakawa Shuppan Sha, 1973. Pp 218:21. Repro-
duced with permission from Yamakawa Shuppan Sha. The
material is designed for the 10th, 11th, or 12th year of a
12-ycar primary-sccondary school <yele.

YIn 1620, the Puritans (also known as the Pilgrim
Fathers) landed on the new continent from the Mayflower
and fountied Plymouth Colony, from which the New England
colonies got their stast.

- Uvs,
2k xamples, of ths wontrol atc the Sugar Act, which
fotbade the |?;Iﬁﬂ't/n! sugas from nun-Laglish colomies, and
the lron Adt, which banned the manufacture of ston.

56

67

[Map] Aortheastern Awmerica dunng the colonial
perivd (1760). [Major map features identify the 13
original colonies and several important cities: also
delineate French and Spanish territory. )

The French thieat, however, disappeared with the
tesmunation of the war, and England made substantial
tetutorial gains in Ameria” Adopting a stronger
mercantile poulivy to-meet the expenditures incurred
during the war and to.ensure the security of the vast
Ametivan tenritory, England then levied taxes on the
wolonies, thereby increasing colonial discontent. The

Stamp Act of 1765, in particular, was opposed by

ncarly all colunists. Meetings of colonial representa
tives were held and touk the position that, since no
colonists were members of the English Parliament,
Parliament could not vote taxes on them. Even in the
hume country, there was support for the proposition
that taxation and the right to representation were
nsepaiable principles, and in 1766 the Government
rescinded the Stamp Act. Nevertheless, other taxes
continued to be levied on the colonies. In 1773,
upposition to the Tea Tax led to the Boston Tea
Party.? From then on, the resistance movement grew
mure intense, but the home guvernment’s response
was only to apply stronger tactics.

[Picture] A sten of part of the tovwn of Boston in

Now Logland and Britsh shups of war landing their
troaps 1 768, /

3o sase the East India Company fiom financiai ruin,
England gave a special dispensation by waiving customs
dutics on the company’s tea expolted to America, thereby
nhibiting the profitable smyggling trade of the colonizl
merchants. The Boston Tea. Party refers to thie incident in
which these merchants and radical anti-Britishers joined
together and, dJisguised as Indians, boarded the Fast India
Cumpany ships and dumped their tea cargo into the harbor

~




The War for Indepéndence

In 1774, the-€olories held a Continental Congress
to pr-)lcs/x,aﬁamm the mother country, but tiie King

and the"Govermment-refused to ghange their position, _

agd’in 1775 armied ﬁghliug‘bmkc out at Lexington,
~The colonies united to fight under Washingten
(1732:99) as the commander-inchief.4 On July 4,
1776, the delegates from 13 colonies met in Phila-
delphia and adopted ghe Declaration of Indepen-
dence. This Declarandh of 'Independence, drafted by
Thomas Jefterson (1743-1826), together with the
fater Declaeation of the Rights of Man of the French
Revolutiun, forms the basic principles of modern
pulitics. - ‘
L

x

The Declaration of Independence (Excerpts)

* * *x ) * * * *
We hold These Truths tu be sehirevident, that all men are
created equal, That they are endowed by ther Crealor with
cerlan unalicnable Rights, that amone thiese are Life, Liberny
and the punsutl of Happiness. That 1o seeure 1hese rizhts,
Governments are insiituled amung Men, durving therr jusg
powers Irom the comsent of the governed. That whenever any
Lorm of Goverfiment becomes déstrucine of these ends., 31
the Rixht of the People=to alier or to abolish 11, and 1o
istitule new  Gosernment, faying its foundarion on such
prinaiples and vrganianz its powers in such o as 1o them
shall seer most likely 1o effedt then Safely and Happiness.
Prudence, tndeed, will dicrate that Governments long estab-
Inhed should nor be changed for light and transient causcs,
and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are
more disposed 1o sutfer, while evibs are sufterable. than 1o
rieht themselves by abolplung the forms 1o which Ihey are
acctistomed  Bur when a kg train of abuses and usurp.ions,
punumne mvartably ihe samie Obgect evinces a design to
reduce them under absolule Despolism, it 1 1hewr nght, 1t o
Iheir duty, to throw ol such Government. and (o prosvide
new Guards for thénr tuture secunly, Such has been the
panient sulferance of these Colonies, and suci i now 1lie
- necessity which constrasns them 1o alter their former Syslenn
of Government The fustory of the present King of Grear
Britain 1 a hintory of repeated injaries and umsurpations, ail
having i direct objeal the eStablshment o an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To prone tlus, det Fadts be
submutied 1o g candid world,

* * * * * * *
~
. .
PR

At cannot be sard that the wlonmsts were completely
untted, beeause covernmnnt offiviabs, Jagee lndow ners. and
woalthy mcrchanty remandd foyal to the King. while there
were any others who reinaned neutral ’
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While miliull_v_inudcqu.alcl_v prepared and lacking
weapons and food supplies. the independence ammy
continued ta fight under adverse conditions. I fought
well under Washingtons.feadership and. with the help
of aid from France and Spdn and the armed neutral-
ity assumed by the northern European countries,
gradually gained supremacy over the enemy. The
independence army gained the support of the Euro-
pean countries because these countries were colonial
mvals of England and because the spirit of the
Declaration of Independence was m hne with the
ideas of the Enhghtenment of that period. Further-
more, support was gained by the elequentand persua-
sive arguments ol Frauklm {1766-90) in Europe. In -
“the end. England, defeated at the Battle of Yorktawn
(1781}, recognized the independence of the Umted
States with the signing of the T.eaty of Paris in 1783
and relinquished to the new nation Lou wiana cast of
the Mississippi River,

The independence of the United States contn-
buted fo the cause of the French Revolition i two
significant ways by aggravating the Imancial plight
of the French Government, which came to the aid [of
the Americans], and by senving as an mspiration to
the French people’s hopes for freedom. Also greatly
influenced were the mdependence movements in the
Latin Amencan countries in the carly 19th century.

Adoption of the Constitution and Establishment of
the United States

Aflter the United States becante mdependen:, the
13 States were foosely bound by the Articles ol
Confederation. and paohtical and cconomic distress,
continued because the central government was weak.
Therefore a movement to form 4 stronger central
governmient began to grow, and m 1787 a Constitu-
tional Convention was held Philadelphia and drew
up the Constitution of the United States. This Consti-
tutic * recognized the broad autonomy of the respec-
tive States and provided for the separation of the
three powers [of government] by establishing an office
of the President to execute the affairs of the United
States, a legislature consisting of a Senate for State
representation and a House of Representatives for
representation of the people, and a judicial authority
consisting of the Suprenie Court. Then a struggle
began between the Federalists, who supported the
Constitution, and the Anti-Federahsts, who criticized
it, thereby creating the basis for pohtical parties.

In this way, the foundation of the Unied States
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1R00). After that, the Unated States eactied cifurts te secuver from the war und to expand het terntony,

was Lid duwn. and i 1789 Washington became the welmed many immigiants as setders fiem Eutope,
first President (175997} Moreover, the ity of and endeavored to promuote the gtowth of her com-
Washington was creared and became the capual (in merce and mndustry.

1
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11. PECPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Social Conditions in Britain's
North American Colonies?

During the perivd of over 120 years frem 1667 to
1732, British colonists had successively establisked 13
colomes along the eastern coast of North Amierica:
Virgma, Massachusetis, Maryland, Rhode Island.
Connecticut.  Delaware. North  Carolina.  South
Carolina. New York, New Jerscy. New Hampshire.
Penusylvania, and Geerga. Later these colvnies be-
came the origina! 12 States of the United States of
America.

In the begmming, the 13 colonies administered
thew affars under Britishy rufe without mutual con-
sultation. and there was Ettle political link between
them. Moveover, therr relations with the suzerain
state were not all the same. On the eve of the War for
Independence, & of the 13 colonics were colonies of
the Crown, with Governors directly appointed by the
King to administer them: three were proprictary
colomies whose Guverniors were nominaged by the
proprictors with the King's approval: and wwo were
sel-governmng colonies whose Governors were elected
from among the. people of the propertied class.
subject o the Kig's approval. The Governors of the
13 colonies were fargely members of the Bruish
nobihty or muilitary officials, and they.held military,
polttical, financial, and judicial powers with which
they could directly suppress the colonial people in
the interests of the Rrilish ruling chque.

As a result of the ceaseless struggle of the colonal
people for their political rights, the 13 colonies

Compilers” Note  Translated 1tom Kuo Shengz-ming,
Mei-kuo Tielt Chan-cheng (The War Jor American Independ.
encej Peking: Commerciaf Press. 1973, Pp. 6~48 and 58-60
The maternl 15 desiyned for the upper years of a primary-
secondary schusl cyude that may vary trom 9 10 12 years in
duratton. and for use 10 adult Jusses al a comparable
education:] level

practiced bourgeoi, representative zovernment by set-
ting up their vwn local Iagislatpres. As electoral nghts
were restiicted in many ways in every colony. thoese
elected 12 the colonial legistatures were mostly Jand-
lords, gentry. and agents of the bourgeoisic. without
any representation whatsoever from the working
people. There were struggles between the Governors
and the legislatures. These struggles reflected the

contradictions [i.e., conflicts, problems] between the .

colonies and their suzerain state.

During the middle of the i8th centusy. the
economy of the )3 colonies was basically still agri-
culturzl. Generaily speaking, 90 percent of the popu-
lation were farmers. However. in New England tex-
tie, logging. mining. ironsmehing. shipbuilding. and
other industries began 1o flourish, and handicraft
factories of all types and variety increased rapidly.
Furthermore. they were substantial in size. thus
leading to the emergence of a bourgecis class of
immense wealth. On the eve of the War for Indepen-
desicé, the annual exports from the colonies had
already reached a value of $20 million (American).
Capialism had already begun 10 émerge. end the
colonial people wanted 1o develop independenly.

But the British administratien of the colonies m
North America was completely in the interests of the
bourgeoisic in Britain. Purseant 10 the Navigation
Acts and other enactments restricting the trade of the
colonies during the period of the Cromwell admini-
stration (1599-1658), the British Government pre-
scribed that farm products produced in the colonies,
such as tobacco. indigo. and cotton, must first be
shipped 1o Britain 10 be sold there, while industrial
goods needed by the colonial people must be import-
ed solely from Britain. Moreover, the British Govern-
ment dispaiched naval ships to patrol the seas in a
stringent scarch for smuggled goods. The British
colonial rule thus impeded development of the
national economy in Nortk America. It forced certain
focal industries and businesses into bankrupicy. put
workers out of their jobs, and caused farmers 1o
suffer losses from the very narrow market for their
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products. As a consequence. contradictions became
increasingly acute between the ruling clique in Britain
and the rising bourgeoisis and broad masses of the
people in the colonies.

I addition to numerous 1estrants on mdustry and

commerce. the British Government also restricted”

migration of the colorial people to the “iree lnds™
of the west. With a view to preserving its right of
disposition of thase Jands. 1o protecting the “trade™
of Brutish merchants sn therr plundering purchase of
furs from the Indjans. and 1o assisting in the
exploitation of tenant farmers by their landlords. the
Brtish Government in 1763 prescribed that the
eolonial p2ople were only permitied to reside in
regions east of the Appalachian Mountain -ange, apd
were forbidden to move to the western fands. This
mjunction aroused strong opposition from the colo-
4l peuple of ail-levels. since regardless of whether they
were plantation oggers or land speculators, farmers
or artisans, they all wanted to get land in ti2 west.

Since the early part of the ISth centusy. the
economy of the 13 Britsh colonies in North Arienca
had developed rapidly. Economic contacis petween
the colonies became ncreasingly frecueat. Industnal
goods from the New England colunies were shipped
tn be sold in the South, while the southern colonies
supplied the Norih with foodstutts and raw matenals,
Thus 3 umtied domestic market had begun to take
skiape. By the muddle of the 181l century, a rather
comprehiensive postal system was also established m
the 13 colones. so that letters and publicattons could
be delivered to various pomts by mreans as rapud as
any available i that era,

On the eve of the War for Independence. the total
populstion of the 13 colonies was nearly three
milon, of which shout 600000 were Negroes.
Notwithstanding the fact that these colonies.were like
13 scparate small states. their people because they
shiared a common language, common terrtory, and
comimon culture. and because of then internally
developing  economic ties—gradually formed them-
selves into a new nation.

In sum, during the nuddle of the 181h century, tle
made of capitalist producaon i the 13 Brsh
colontes in North America had attained considerable
development. the mhabitants there had formed them-
selves into a new nation, and they wanted to deselop
their own national economy. But such development
was impeded by the poliaes of Brstish colomal rule,

The peoplan the 13-colomes wanted 1o smash the
shackles placed wpon them by tle Briush ruhng

clique. and to break lovse from the fetters of their
suzerain state. This Jesre inevitably led to the
vutbreak of the War for Independence.

The Outbreak of the War for Independence

“Washington.! Jetferson. and others made the
revolution against Britain because of Britisl) oppres-
sion and exploitation of the Americans™? This
istiuction of’ Chairman Mao best explains the causes
of the war for American independence.

After the conclusion of the Seven Years' War3
contradictions between the colomes in North Anies-
ica and their suzerain state became rapidly aggra-
vated Heretofore, during the Seven Years® War, the
colonial people had actively organized their own
armed forces and fought heroteally with their blood
and sacrifice. in concert with the Bruish troops. to
defeat the French, thereby expelling completely the
influence of French colonists from the North Ameri-
can continent. )

However. the colonial people in North America
suffered even Dheavier exploitation ani oppression
after the Seven Years' War. The immense military
expenditures of that war resulted in a huge financial
deficit of £140 million. The British Government
sought to pass this debt on to-the colonial people by
levying a variety of revenue taxes in Noith-America.

In 1764, the British Government enforced the
Sugar Act in the colonies 1n North America. Sugar

——ee e

'Gcnr;c Washingten (1732:991. bip plantation owner in
Virginia,  bourgeors stalesman, commanderin-chief of the
Conlimental Army duning the War for Independence, and
Liter chosen & the first President of the Umited States.
Thomas Jeiferson (1743-1826), bourgeuss demoesat, dratter
of the Declaration of Independence. and later chosen as the
third Pressdent of the United States,

2The Bankrupey of the Ideatist Conception of Histary,”
Sclected Works of Mao Tse-cung, one volumie edition, P
1399. .

e war fought in 175663 by Brtain and Prussis agaimst
France, Spatn, Austria, and uthers, it was waped 1 Lurope,
America, India. and vn the hugh seas for sazuse of colonte.
and for the levemony of Central Eugope. Britam won the
war, with the result that it took Canada and the terntory cast
of the Missssippy Raver trom France, and Flonds trom Span.
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Act was hut o name. a$ the act actoally cnered ahost
wi astacles 1 pronided that sugar, syrup. oltee, silh.
Isen, and vihia goods were all subject to heavy duty
i they were aupaaied hom couniies othe an
Butan. Thes adsaisehy affected industiy and con
meree i the columies, su the burden of these taxes
was sgan shnited to the people. Meanwlule, the
Butsh Guvernmens resterated the mgunctions of the
Nastgatem Acts by poviding that saw matennals
produced an tie colonies and needed by Brtish
manutactoers could only be exputied to Biua, the
swlomial peuple were forbadden 1o manutactuse from
those matensshs o themsehes. This type of colunt
alist sesenue and iade puliaes scnoushy undeamined
whduual mdusiaes and  cunmace and  adveiscly
aflected the Isehhioud of the broad masses of the
people. .

Subscyguently . i March 1705, the Britisa Gosern
mutt st Hain bad 10 wurse by announang the
cafarcement ot the Siamp Act in the wlones. It
incwubed that gl docamants, contiadts, g2icements,
Boanses, diplumas, walls, ne. spapeis, magazines,
buuhs, adscrtiseanents, aud invuiees had to be affixcd
with gevenue stamps befuie they were valid o
negotiable, There was hardly a pizce of paper windh
was ot Laaable ar the colonies at the ume. The scope
vt the stamp x was very broad, it was estimated
that the Butol Gosesnment could cullect from st a
revenue of £60,000 per year. This new poiey of
erpluntation pused a duedt thieat toahe L. lihoud of
a great magurity of the people i the colomies,

The Buash Guvernment had antiapated that the
Stamp Adt wuuld provuhe  the aesigtance of the
colunial people. So munediatdy after sts announce
mient. the Guvaimment alsw anwunced enactment of
the Quartermg Act. This act provided that Bntish
Gusennment and columal ioups were peimitted, if
thea banradks were madequate, to ueeupy pubhc
houses and the prvate humes of the colomal peuple,
and the Latter were ubhged to fumph the troops with
fued, dink. and Fouschold supplies. The malicious
micnt of the Butsh Guserment was to msure
uidoicaneni of i Stamp Act and suppress e
reststance of the pauple.

As always. things tumed out contsary to the
expectations of thie 1cactionary sulers. The promulgs
tiwon ot the Stamp Act and the Quarienng Aot ignited
the use that spatked the beginning of the War fun
Independence by the colomal people in Nosth Ames
jea.

With the announcement of the Stamp Ad. the

pent up, feelings of anger against Britain of the
«olonial people erupted suddenly, like a volecano.
Mectings were held by peuple everywhere, protesting
against the uppiessiun and exploitation of the British
Guernment. They sulemnly and righteously declared
that since the Biitish Parliament had no representa
tion from the lvnial people in Nosth America, it
had no nght to enact any bill levying taxes on them,
The Butish Government was levying taxes without
the onsent of the peuple. This was tyranny. Ihey
loudly wned. “We want liberty. We don’t want the
stamp taa!™ In Bostun, New Yurk, Piuladelphia, and
elsewhere, they” propused the boycott of Britsh
gouds 4 a conuete action asganst the Stamp Act.
This appeal ¢sohed an immediate response from the
paaple, and a raging mass movenient to Loy cott
British goods unfolded.

By the summer of 1765, the populas struggle of
the wlomal people against Brtain liad been extended
to all places. From Massachusetts in the North to
Geourgra in the South, the torches of revolution were
it everywhese. The masses of the people displayed
hugh tevulutionary enthusiasm and initiative. In order
to cary out the struggle effectively, they formed
thers own fighting body undesr the name Sons of
Libests. The basic elements of this revolutionary
mass vrganization consisted of handicraftsmen,
farmers, small shopuwners, scamen. and fishermen,
While bourgeois politicians were nuisily debating in
the colunial legislatures, the fightess of the Sons of
Liberty had already taken revolutionasy action
agsinst British colonial rule. They arsested British
officuals selling revenue stamips, smearing their bodies
with asphalt oil, stiching them with featheis, then
dragging them to the streets for pubjic parade, and
finally burning all unsold stamps to ashies. The
Jighters of the Suns of Liberty in New York smashed
the Governur's official residence in that city, Such
1evulutionary  deeds unnesved the big and siaall
lackeys of the Butish. Government statjoned in the
colonies and drove them into panic.

Broad masses of women also tuok an active past in
the stsuggle against Bintain. They vrganized their own
fighting unit ealled the Daughters of Liberty, fighting
stde by side with the Sons of Liberty. They had a
lofty slogan. ~We'd rather wear native homemade
garnients than luse our hibesty ! They spun cotton
and wose dJoth to seplace British textiles. They
played a4 large sole in the mass movement for
boycotting British goods.

Although the 13 Brtish columes were politically
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separate from eaclr other, they were nevertheless
united in their struggle against the Bnush authorities
and in sesisting the stamp tax. In October 1765. o
the initiatise of the people of the Masgchusetts
colony. 9 of the 13 colonies sent delegates to New
York Cuty to convane an “Anti-Stamp Tax Congress.”
At this Cu‘ngrcss,(?hristopher Gadsden. a delegate
from the colony of North Carolna, loudly criad: “On
this continent there shouldn't be any more distine-
tion between New Englanders and New Yorkers, We
are all Americans!™ The people=of the 13 colomes
were united by thejr commion interests. The Anti-
Stamp Tax Congress was the first mass meeting called
by the North American colomes n their united
opposition to British iyrangy. After more thun 10
days of deliberations, the delegates unanimously
passed a resolution against the Stamp Act and
demanded that the British Government grant them
democratic rights. The peopie in New York and
elsewhere signed a pledge: As long as the Stamp Act
is not repealed by the-British Govesnment, we will
not buy British goods.

The boycott of Britsh goods by the colonial
people dealt an effective blow to industry and
commerce in Britain, Seeing that stagnant markets for
therr domestic goods and suspension of ship sailings
were forcing many industries and businesses to the
brink of bankruptcy, the British ruling clique, ever
zelying on exploitation for their enrichmens. was
obliged to repeal the Stamp Act in March 1 766. At
the same time it made a public announcenient that
the British Parliament had the right to enact legisla-
tion on behalf of the colonies. This would pave the
way for creating public opinion favoring the fevving
of taxes on the colonial people at a subsequent date.

" In truth, only 1 year later the British Government
announced another series of revenue acts (they were
called the Townshend Acts because the then Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer was Townshend) levying taxes
on paper, glass. red lead. dyestuffs, tea, and other
goods exported to the colonies by other countries. [t
was also provided that in order to stop smuggling,
British revenue agents were permitied to conduct
searches aboard ships ard at stores, warehouses, and
private homes. These reactionary measures-were met
with strong opposttion from the people of the
colontes, and they brought about another round of
broad muass boycotting of British goods. The British
Government then pursued a high-handed policy by
dispatclung a contmgent of troops to suppress the
oppusition. At this juncture the colonal people not

-
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only felt a sense of strong resentment against the
British Government, but also looked upon it with
extreme contempt, Thus, -.vlwa..Bq'ljg.h troops wearing
red coats appeared on the streets in Bosten, they
were ridiculed by the Bostonians, who sneeringly
called them “lobster soldiers.™

[Picture] Brimshy  troups  firng uph ol ttgrmed
cirdians i Boaston,

The contradictions between the colonial people
and the British ruling clique became ever more acute
as time went on. On March 5, 1770, British troops
stationed in Boston savagely fired upon unarmed
civilians, killing instantly five persons and wounding
siX, thereby creating the famous Boston Massacre
incident.

The Boston Massacre incident aroused the extreme
indignation of the colonial people in North America.
From New Hampshire and Massachusetts in the north
to Soutl Carolina and Georgia in the south. people
everywhere held -ublic meetings condemning the
reactionary British authorities for their violerice. The
disposition for struggle was particularly strong ainong
the Bostonians. They conducted public burial for
their martyrs, turning the burial rites into a parading
demonstration against Britain and demanding the
withdrawal of troops by the British reactiopary
authorities. .

Heretofore, the struggle of the colonial people in
North America had heen scattered and regional. In
the course of the struggle, however, they summed up
their experience and came to feel that it was
necessary for them to stand together for united
action. Thus in November 1772, 3 town meeting held
in Boston adopted u proposal made by Samuel Adams
(.722-1803) to create a Committee of Correspond-
ence to exchange information with other areas, act in
unison, formulate a program and policy, and propa-
gate revolutionary ideas. The emergence of the
Boston Commitice of Correspondence immediately
led the people of other areas to emulate it. In Jes:
than 2 nionths, 2 Ccmmitice of Correspondence was
formed by more than 80 cities and towns in the
colony of Massachusetts. By 1773 such committees
had been set up in the colonies of Virginia, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and South
Carolina. They played a large role in promoting the
development of the revolutionary cause. They greatly
strengthened the political links between the people of
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sanous areds, snd Later became the wigans of sevolu
Lonary power.

Following the inadent of the Buston Massaue, the
Batnh sohng digue was fureed by stiong pressuie
tzom the colomel people to sepeal all 1evenne acts
entoreed 1 the colomes wath the excepuon of the
Tea Act. which was setamned (o demonstrate the
pwer ot the Buinh Goverament to levy taxes on thie
colonzal people. This act was remaded by the colo-
uishy ay a symhol of the tyranny of the Bntnh
Govesnmient. So on a weld aght i December 1773.4
goup ol tevolutonary  Bustomans  disgussed  as
Indials sushed aboard several Bnush shups anchored
in the hasbar and empiied all the tea cagoes of the
Fast India Company aniue the ses, 1 protest agaiast
the tyianny o) the Butsh Government.

[Picturel £ o frosem Lod Parrs o sdont.

The ewbhauaament ol the Boston Tea Party
madent dione the Butish raling Jdigue into constes
nakot. In response, 1 oannounced thay e most
seaere mmeasutes would be adupted to deal with the
people n the colonies.

Begunae m Marci 1774, the Biinh Guvernment
promalgaied o saes ol fise auel enactrients known
i Amencan history as the Tne Intolerable Acis™.
th) The port ot Busten was ondered cdosed and
abwlutely torhidden to trade with the vutside world,
This was micant 1o woeiee the people mto sunrender
by starsation. Alse. compensation was demanded fu
the Tosses sustamed by the Last India Company.
121 The charter of the Massachusetts coluny was
revohed by plaang the wluny undes the compleie
pminsdicnon ol the King's Govesnor, without whose
approval no public mecungs were to be held. (3) I
was presanbed that when Brish ol and smilitasy
personnel commmtted any e, they must be semt
back o Brtan tor tnal and must. not he subjecied to
pez .sres under local Laws. (4) The provision: of the
Quartenng Act, whereby the colomal people weie
required 1o furmish the Brush troups sent there to
suppress them with food, drink. and housing accom-
mudations, were 1eatfumed. (5) The Quebee Acts
were annoanced, plaang huge tracts of land from the
newly  gcquued termory north of the Olio Rives
under the ymndicion of the Canadian Provinee of
Quebec, Moreaver, the gy touk 2 tolerant position
towards the Catholic Churchy in Canada, in ozder to
wapde the Trencle Catholic mnnmgrants 1here nto
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helpang to present the westward migration of the
people in the 13 colonics. To insure the enforcement
of the five acts. the British Government appointed
Genenal  Gage. wommander-inchief of the British
amy 0 the colonies. to be Governor of Massachu-
setts, and steavily sent reinforcements to strengthen
their military suppression there. -

Huoweser, the colunial people in North America
were not to be inumidated by the reactionary British
authorities. instead, they rose to take up a deter-
mined struggle against them. At that time people
everywhere in the North and the South held big
protest mectings, went on stnes, and closed up
shops in defiance of the reactionary British rule. In
tlus round of their struggle their resistence against
Britain assumed a national scope. During the period
when the port of Boston was closed and food supplies
were stopped at therr source, the peogle in the 13
colonies regarded the hardships of the Bostonians as
their own, and vied with each other in sending them
fuod supplies. Workers in Boston refused to build
bartachs fur the British troops. This forced the
authunties to recruit workess in New York, but the
New Yorh workers also faled to respond. The
massive strugale against Britain thus bound together
the people of the 13 colonies in North America.

Wlile the British Gosveinment sent nlore troops to
i1y wut suppression, the colonial people gave them
tit for tat by organizing their own militia contingents.
Befure this time, there had been militia in all of the
13 colonies, but their officers were all appointed by
the Governurs. Now, under new revolutionary condi-
tns, the militia of all areas were reorganized, with
officers elected from among their ranks. Moreover,

many working people and revolutionary enthusiasts

imned the militia, thus enabling it to improve its
quality and later to become the armed force of the
people. The ranks of the rcosganized militia cane to
be known as the Minutemen, meaning that in case of
emergency they could be called together within a
minute’s time to perform their tasks. Meanwhile,
resolutionary bodies 1n various places coliected guns
and ammunition to get ready for the attack of the
Bntish troops.

On September 5. 1774, as a result of repeated
wonsultations and  prepasations, the 13 colonies
(exeept Georga) sent delegates to a meeting m
Pliladelplia to disaiss a common front against
Brtain. This was the First Continental Congress. It
was attended by 55 delegates, all of whom were
dstingmishied 1epreseatatines of the bourgeoisie in the
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colonies. In general, therr political inclinations may
be divided mto thiee factions the first were the
radicals, represented by Samuel Adamis: the second
were the moderates. represented by George Washung.
ton and John Adams; and the third were conserva.
tives, represented by John Jay (1745-1%29) and John
Dickinson (1732-1808). At the beginning of the
Congre=s_ the conservatives veliemently advocated
compromise with the British ruling clique and angrily
voted aganst independence. Later, this adverse situa-
tion was retsieved by the revolutionary movement of
the popular masses.

During the session of the Furst Contmental Con-
gress, the people in Massachusetts ield many county
and town meetings at whicl resolutions were passed
to express their views on the prevailing state of
affanrs. Among them the most exemplary was the
Suffolk Resolution. which reflected the views of the
Bostonians who then stood at the forefront of the
struggle The Suffolk Resolution called upon the
people in the i3 colonies to oppose the *Five
Intolerable Acts.” urged them to use foree in resisting
British oppression, appealed to them to unite in onder
o form therr own government, to thoroughly boy-
cott British goods, and to sever all commercial ties
with Britan. On September 16, 1774, the 11th day
aiter the opening of the First Continental Congress,
the people of Massuchusetts forwarded the Suffolk
Resolution to the Congress by special messenger,
thereby greatly strengtliening the will of the radicals
and undermining the prestige of the conservatives. As
a result, the Congress was obliged to announce that it
would canty on the work in accordance with tlie
demands of the Suffolk Resolution,

On Octoher 20, 1774, the First Continental
Congress was adjourned after more than 55 days of
intense deliberations. The Congress demonstrated the
compromang nature of the bourgevisie. It indicated
that the colonmes m North Americs were still loyal to
Britain, and referred to the King as a “most benign
Sovereizn © However. propelled by the popular
masses, 1t accomphshed two great thmgs (1) [t made
public a Declaration of Riglts, affirming that the
colonial people in North America were entitled to
enjoy the nghts of “life, liberty, and property,”
condemmng the British Government for its numerous
acts of tyranny. and demanding the repeal of the
“Five Intolerable Acts™. 1t abo expliitly declared

Meton was a past of Sutlolk € ounty
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thiat “the Americans are deternuned not to surrender
in the face of tyranny™, (2) under the name of the
Continental Association, 1t formulated a sernes of
vrders that prescribed enforcement of “three mjunc-
tions™ against Britain - namely. prolubiting the mport
of any merchandise from Butam, the export of any
merchandise to Brtamn, and the purchase of any
merchandise from Brtan -and stated that any vio-
lator would be puarshed as an “enemy of American
liberty.”

The injunctions announced m the name of the
Continental Association by the First Continental
Congress had a significant meaning in American
history, Before this. the 13 colontes never had had
any common legislative and executive organ. and the
Continental Congress at lirst was only a consultative
body. Now, under the strong prupelling force of the
revolutionary people. it enacted mandatory decrees
that were to be umiversally enforced throughout the
colonizs, thereby turning a consultative body into a
stipreme organ of political power, At the same time
people everywhere. vigorously responding to the call
of the Continental Congress, formed a2 Committee of
Safety at county, city, and town levels, charged with
the responsibility for boyeotting Britssh goods. In the
wake of the rapid development of the revolutionary
situation, these commiitees became increasingly more
powerful. I combimation with the local Commutiees
of Correspondence, they made up the local organs of
revolutionary political power.

Thus a situation of struggle was created with the
emergence of two political regimes of opposing
power. On the one hand, there was the reactionary
regime of the British colonial authonties, meluding
the British troops, Governors appomnted by the Ky
or the proprietors, big and small officrals, judges, and
police, all representing the mterests of the Bntish
ruling uique n exploitng and suppressing the people
in the colonies, On the other hand, there was the
people’s revolutionary  regime of the colomses
North America, Ity baste organs were the Comymttees
of Safety and the Commuttees of Correspondence 1n
the various counties, cities, and towns. Its mter-
mediate orgaus were the local legslatures, erther
newly elected or reorganized m the course of the
revolutionary storm. And 1ts supreme organ was the
Continental Congress. The colonal people had therr
own armed torces. which were derved trom the
militia, esther newly formed or reorganized dunng the
revolutionary storm. Escept for the pro-British loyal-
ists the majonty of whom were olficials appomted
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by the Kig, biz meiddants, noble Jandluds, and
priests of the Anghaan Charh (all enpuy g special
pustleges), w1 1eactionary intellectuals attached to the
prifezed dass the people of vaneus stiata formed o
bregd wmted fiont agunst the Butish columal rale
aid 11 fasan of sadependence. They mdaded fanmes,
worhers, landicaftsmen, Negio shaves and wlite
sdentuted seivants, the buuigeasie and mtelleciuals
of the buuigems Jdass, and even the overwhelimng
majority of plantation vwaers. AJl of these elements
wege called Patniots. .

Despite the fact that people of all classes in the
patriotic «amp were opposed to the Bnitish colonial
rule and wanted mdependence, their class interests
and poliucal demands were not dentical: n some
instances they were even fundamentally opposite.
Under the general objective of stnving for national
independence. Negio slaves and wliute indentured
servanls wanied to abolish 1he system of servitude
and figlit for then personal freedum, Laners wanted
10 do away with the feudal land tenancy and stine ta
get then land, workers and handiaatismen wanted to
resist explontation and struggle for then democrate
nghits, and mdusunal capitalists and plantation owners
wanied to wiest rom the British colonial suthores
the power tv exploit and rule over the native
workmg people.

The war for Amepran mdependence was g 1evolu-
tionary wat of the colonal people n Notth Amenca
o merthion Brnsh colomal tule by the use of
violens toree.

The fust shot ot the War for Independence was
tied at Lexingion n the viamty of Bostun. On the
meht ot Apul I, 17750 the Governor of Massachu-
seits, General Guge. dispatched o contingent of 800
toops 1o Concord, 27 males from Boston, to search
1o1 ammunion stosed by the local militia and 1o
appiehend the pronmnent leaders of the Patiiots. But
the Patiots tic news alicad of tone. One
memenger of the Suns of Libeity nanied Paul Resere,
and a wortkes, Willlam Davis, 1ode together i the
dark of the might, hastening everywhere to sound the
aleit. This ¢nabled the nuhtia m the suburbs of
Buston to muster swittly and lie i ambush on oath
sudes ot the 1gad 10 Concond. At dawn of Apnl 19,
when the Botish uouvps approached  Lexngton,
suddenly gun shots were heard as the mihtia attacked
them. The Brtish wese barely able 1o 1each Concord,
where they discovered that the ammunition stored by
the mulitia had been mowved efsewhere, furthiermore,
they were met widh even mose fieree esistance by the

sul
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militia there. As the Brtsh could not maintain lhci‘ll/

fuothuld, they withdiew ftom Concord and returne
tv Buston the sane day, with the militia sniping at
them all the way. In this battle of Lexington, there
wete abuut 300 Brtish tioups hilled, wounded, and
tahen pansoner, wiile the miliua suffered casualties of
only several scores of men. The shots fired at
Lexmgton shoched the 13 colonies in North Ameriva
like a dap of thundes in the spring. Thus the curtain
of the War for Independence was raised.

{Picture] 10 Burdde ot Lowwizton

The news of victory in the battle of Lexington
evoked the patriotic enthusiasm of the people in the
wolunies. In a high fighting spirit directed against a
wommon enemy, people everywhere came to the
support of the Bostonians by bringing their own
weapuns and ations, forming ranks. raising banners,
and beating their war drums. Within a few days more
than 20,000 men were mustered into the ranks of the
militia in the outskirts of Boston.

1t was during these stirring days that the Second
Continental Congress was convened in Philadelphia
on May 10, 1775. Now that the war had begun, the
sule task of the Congress was to get the people
organized 1o fight it effectively. Under the strong
propelling force of the revolutionary people. the
Second Continental Congress became the suprenie
vrgan of revolutionary power. It ordered the recruit-
ment of volunteers, the printing of paper currency,
the purchase of munitions from abroad. It reorga-
nized the nulitia contingents mustered around the
viumity of Buston intv the Continental Army and
appomted Waslungton as commander-in-chief. Wash-
ington had suome military experience, as he had
partivipated 10 the war of the colonies against France
dunng the Seven Years’ War.

After the battle of Lesington, the militia on the
wutskits ol Bustun ¢ncicled the British troops in the
uty. On Junie 16, 1775, 4 militia contingent of 3,000
men veeupied the syt of Bunker Hill notth of the
harbor and Troae there kept a watds on the British
trvups below. The next day the British deployed over
2.000 men to fight for this Ingh puint, and a bloody
battle between ilic two sules ensued. In thus battle of
Bunker 1ill, these hastily organized militia ranks




demonstrated an astonishing fighting ability and
heroic spirit. In spite of their inferjor weapons and
linuted ammunition, they displayed marvelous brav-
ery, each vying with the other to forge ahead, and
repelled repeated atiacks by thé British troops.
Finally. because of a lack of ammunition they were
forced to retire from their bartle position, but they
had already killed and wounded more than half of the
encmy troops. thus destroying the myth of the
inability of the nulitia 10 fight atainst the forces of a
regular army. In the eyes of the people in the
colonies, the battle of Bunker Hill was regarded as a
brilliant victory.

On July 3. 1775, Waslungton assumed the duties
of Commanuder-in-Chief of the Continental Army at
Cambridge. near Boston. At first, hesitant and irreso-
lute, he did not mitiate any attacks against the British
troops. Later. pushed by the popular masses. he
deployed a major force to encircle Boston, cutting off
1s Jand supply line and turning jt into a dead port,
On March 17, 1776. the British Commuander [lowe
(who had succeeded Gage) was forced to withdraw
from Boston and to retreat with his froops to Halifax.
Thus Boston, one of the biggest bases of the British
army in the colonies of North America, came into the
Irands of the American people.

Because of the strategic necessity of preventing
British troups from using Canada as a huge base tor
conducting counteroffensives. the Continental Con-
gress decided 1o attack Canada. It dispatched 1wo
contingents to attack Canada from the east and the
west. One coningent. led by Richard Montgomery,
was to march forward along the Hudson River valley
and Lake Champlain. The other. commanded by
Benedict Arnold. was 10 cross the wastelands of
Maine and make 4 frontal attack on Quebec, In
November 1775, Montgomery's troops captured the
important Canadian ity of Montreal. But on Decem-
ber 31 of the same vear, Montgomery was killed m
the battle of Quebec. and hiy atlacking force had
to b withdrawn. Amold, being 1solated and withou
support, wis abo foreed 1o feave Canada.

After the colonial people in North America took
up armed struggle, the cruel features of the Brtnh

crulmg chque were even more glarngly revealed. In
August 1775, Kmg George 111 declared the colonres in
North Amenca to be 3 state of “rebellion.” of
which the “nngleaders™ must he severely punshed.
Following this, the Britssh Government issued decrees
cutting ot all trade with the colones. and used naval
stups o bloghade the colonial ports 1 North Amer-

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ca. No evil deeds were left undone by the British
troops along the coast, where they burned, killed,
pillaged. and looted at will. They set fire 1o the ports
ol Falmouth (now Portland, Me.) and Norfolk in
Virginia, turning these prosperous cities into sham-
bled ruins. In January 1776, the Biitish Government
concluded agreements with the feudal rulers of
several small German prinaipahinies whereby 20.000
German mercenasies were recruited and big guns were
bought in order to suppress the independence nigie-
ment of the North American colonies. All these
actions served only to intensify the hatred of the
colonial people for the British ruling clique.

During the period of the Second Continental
Congress, farmers. workers, handicrafi tsmen. Negroes,
fishermen. soldiers. the bourgeoisie and their intel-
lectuals, and even plantation owners in the North
American “colonies were all ardently ‘longing for
independence. The question of independence was
discussed everywhere, in farmers’ log cabins, in

. handicraftsmen’s workshops, ag firesides in soldiers’ .

barracks. at schools and town meetings, and in State
legislatures. Comnutices of Safety, and Committees
of” Correspondence. “Independence” became the cry
of the time, the common demand of the people in
North America. Yet the Continental Congress dared
not then declure its'independence.

Under these historical conditions. there emerged a
political writer, Thomas Paine (1737-1809). Boru in
England and a bourgevis radical democrat, Paine
migrated 1o North America in 1774 and becam 2
magazine editor in Philadelphia. In January 1776 he
wrote with a fiery pen = pamiphlet entitled Common
Sense in which he fervemily advocated that the
colonial people in North America should sever their
ties with Britain by declaring their independence. His
basic arguments were that all kings were cruel rulers
and enemigs of the people: that absolute monarchy
was in itself the fountain of evil; that the British
colonial rule in North America was completely based
on selfish interests; that 1f the people in North
America thought they could obtain any concessions
from the King, this was only daydreaming; and that
only by armed struggle and a declaration of indepen-
dence could the people in the 13 colontes be united
to strive for the rights they were entitled 10 enjoy.
Commen Sense retlected in concentrated form the
demands ol the people at the time. For this reason its
publication immediately attracted such a large num-
ber of readers that in 3 months more than 160.000
copics were printed. Paine’s work played a freat role
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in mobilizing public oprmien in favor of the indepen-
dence of the colonices.

On April 32, 1776, a formal resolution was passed
by the State legislature of North Carolina conferring
full authorsty on sty delegate 1o the Continental
Congiess to guin with-the delegates of othes colonies
tv deddae then independence, Shustly theseafter, the
State legislatuies of Massachiusetts and Rhode Iland
made the samie dewsion. On May 15, 1776, the State
legnslatme of Viginis mstiacted s delegate o the
Continental Congiess to submut a formal resulution
1o mdependence. O June 7, Richard Hemiy Lee,
delegate fiom Vg, propused the fullowing iesolu
ton: “These umited colonies should as a matter of
wourse become g fiee and ndependent united
natiomn.” Howeser, sorie buuigeons delegates at e
Copgress were aftard 1o vote for this resolation, so
they nunmated  Jeffensun,  Benpanun  Franklin
(1706-90), and othess to form a five-man commitice
tespoipible Tor diafting o dedaration eaplaming to
e whole waikl the 1easuns for then denwnd of
mdependence. On July 2. ander stiong pressuie from
1the pupulsi imasses, 1lie Congiess adupted 2 resvlutiun
enduising the Dedaiation of Independence.

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress
adopted the Deddaration of Independence. This ducu
ment expiessed for the fust tme in onthne foim the
pulitieal demands of the bouigeonie. “We hold these
tiaths to be self<udent, that all nfen are created
eyual, thut they are endowed by then Creator with
ceitain unalicuable Rights, that amung these aie Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of [lappiness....” It
cuumerated the vanous acds of  tyranny  of the
English King and concuded by declaing betore the
shole world “That these United Colonies are, and of
Right ought to be Fiee and Independent States, that
thiey aie Absulved fiom all Allegrance to the Bntish
Crown, and that all polueal connection between
them and the Stzte of Great Britain, is and ought to
be totally dissolved.” Alterwards, the people in New
York City smiashed a bronse statue of ‘King Geoige 111
and cast its broken preces mto bullets.

The politieal principles enuneiated m the Declara-
tion of Independence were generally deduced from
the writings of the 17th century English bourgeois
polineal theorist Lucke (1632-1704) and the 18th
century  French  bourgeors  philosophier  Rousseau
{1712.78). However, this was the first time that the
Jemands of the bousgevis resoiution were presented
m the fonn of a declsiation, 1t becastie the banner of
the war for American independence.
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[Picture] Thie sigwing »of the Declaration of Indepen-
Jenee

The Dedaration of Independence was an impor-
tant histusiedl document of the perivd of the
buuigeurs resolution. It was a declazation against
wolunial uppiession and foudal uppression. Politically .
it plased a gieat mobilizmg role at the time and later
became the model fur the Dedaration of the Rights
vt Man published duning the period of the French
bouigeons sevolution. Therefore, Mata referred to the
Dedclaration of Independencz as “the first declaiation
of the rights of man.™

The Declaration of Independence was 4 declara-
tiun of the bourgeuss resohaon. It was the declara-
uun of the bourgeosie m the North American
wlvies demanding to take oves political power from
the Batish colonial authostica, The political prinei-
ples enunciated i st were anned at protecting the
system of capitalist expluitation. theseby legitimizing
the interests of the buurgevisie. In practice, the
“pevple” seferred to m the Declaration of Indepen.
dence only meant the bourgeoisie, and the “right of
the puisuit of happiness”™ was deduced from the

nght of propesty”™ and mtended to stamp the mark
o legtimacy on the systeim of bourgeovis exploita-
gon. The Dedarativn ol Independence was signed by
50 peisons, of whom 28 were-bourgevis lawyers. 13
weie big merchants, 8 were plantation sliveowners,
and 7 wese members of the frec proJessions, but there
was nut one representatve of the working people.

The adoptivn and publication oi the Declaration
ot Independence mathed the birth of America. The
ongmal 13 colonies 1n Notth Amer.ca now became
the tust 13 States m the United States of America.
Later the day of July 4 was designated as the
Natwnal Day of the United States. ’

The Course of the War for Independence

The war for American independence began with
the battle of Lexington on April 19,1775, and ended
witlt the surrender of British General Cornwallis at
Yorktown on October 19, 1781. It lasted 6% years.

SsLetter to American President Abraham Lincoln,” Com-
pletc Works of Marx and Engels. People’s Publishing House,
1964 cd, Vol. 16, p. 20.
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The course of the war was marked by twists and
turns, but may generally be divided into two stages:
the first was from the outbreak of the war to the
surrender of British General Burgoyne at Saratoga in
October 1777, during which period the main battle-
fields were in the North: the second was from the
entry of France into the war in February 1778 to the
end of the war. during which period the war was
expanded into an international war, with its main
battlefields in the South.

In March 1776, British General Howe retreated
from Boston to Halifax, where hie regrouped his army
to wait for reinforcements and a chance to counter-
attack. In July 1776, when America had just declared
its independence, tlowe, in coordination with the
British navy from which he had received substantial
ad, led an army of 35,000 men to come back to
attack New York. Washington was ordered to defend
the city. At that time the Continental Army under.fus
command had only 18,000 men. without ficavy
artillery or a navy, so it was difficult for Iim to hold
New York, which was surrounded by water on three
sides. Washington fought the British troops in the
outskirts of New York for several months. but alter a
few fierce battles with heavy casualties he had- {o
withdraw from New York and retreat to New Jersey.
On December 8, when his troops were ferried across
the Delaware River to retreat westward. the remnant
of his azmy numbered only 5.000 men. However. the
firm resolve of the American people for inde peadence
enabled  Washington 1o fight on. At Cliristmas
(December 25) 1776, Washmgton caught the enemy
unprepared when he launched his counterattack.
Aided by the local fishermen, his troops crossed the
ey waters of the Delaware River on a cold wmnter
night, and with a move as swift as a clap of thunder
leaving no time to cover the ears. they captured
Treuton, an mmportant city in New Jersey, and took
prisoner 1,000 German ercenaries in the British
army. Following this, on January 3. 1777, Washing.
ton, agin wsing the tactic of a surprise attack at
night. defeated the army of General Comwallis at
Prnceton. The victories at Trenton and Princeton
greatly heartened the wmorale of the people and
turned the tide of the war.

Map| Swwwiom map of the War for Ameriean
bricpordense [Mapoe paop teatines show outes of
M Bateh ad Amcoon salitg LAEPAEny anid
Rlentifs it of suggpon bl }

In September 1777, the British., relying on their
naval strength, sent troops by sea to attack Philu-
delphia. the site of the Continental Congress and the
bigges! city in America at the time. When the British
occupied Philadelphia, they were very overbearing
and swaggered like conquering heroes. Waslungton led
his troops to engage them in the outskirts of the city.
but after repeated defeats fie was obliged to retreat to
Valley Forge to spend the cold winter. At Valley
Forge the situation_ of the Continental Army was
extremely hard. Washington wiote: “These soldiers,
without enough clothing during the day and blankets
to cover them at night, have to march barefoot
because they have no shoes: they can be traced by the
marks of blood left by their feet: and they are
without food almost all the time. ..." But all this
was but a temporary hardship. Despite 1lic loss of
Philadelphia, the armed forces of the American
people liad won a great victory in battle at Sarafoga.

In June 1777, Britisk General Burgoyne led an
army of 8.000 :men from Canada on a march
southward along the Hudson River valley to meet
with the British troops occupying New York in 2
pincers attack. trying to cut off the link between the
States of New England and the other States. low-
cver, as soon as Burgoyne's men entered upon
American soil, they were quickly trapped by the
encirclement of the American pople. First they met
attacks by the New England militia contingents who
blocked their way. The militia cut roads and de-
stroyed bridges, making it impossible for the British
to advance a single step, Burgoyne was hit from all
directions and cduld not get military supplies. so lic
was forced to retreat to Saratoga. an important city
in northern New York. At that moment militia
contingents from various areas and the Continental
Army took advantage of their victories by pursuing
the enemy and encircling his troops in Saratoga from
all sides. On October 17, 1777, Burgoyne. having
exhausted his supplies of food and ammunition,
surrendered with the remmant of his troops, number-
ing 5.600 men. The greal victory at Suaratoga was
miinly a victory for the militia. It fully demonstrated
the strength of the American people, greatly lieight-
ened their confidence in inevitable victory, and
reversed the sittation of the entire war.

The victory at Saratoga marked the end of the first
stage of the war for American independence. There-

“after, the war was to be expanded mto an-mter-

national war.,
The American reople fervently hoped 1o receive
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ad trom the countnes of Lutope. As early oo March
1770, the Contuuuntal Congress had dispatchic s Silas
Deane 1o Pains i promore thien cawse. After the
deddarauan of anicpensdene, Frankhn wes appanted
by tlic Congioss as speaal cnvoy ta Panns, to engage m
diplomatic wanh gl wale Deane. At that ume,
deep coatiadicinms eanted between the counties ol
contiental Luwope, i particalar between Praaee and
Gicat Butai, Because ot towadiient azainst Butan.
fon etz then colutie Janng the S Years' Wai,
the Frendh soughit sctabation, oven ain upputtunity tu
seeuvet Canada from Butais, Frendh King Louis XV
openly stated. “We aie puisuing ow own objective.
Bistwn's tniluence will be weahened by the wdepen
dence of its columies, . .7 However as Franee was not
ste o e outeonte wb e war, it vaallated at fist,
aisl only Jdeanded 1o partiapate wlen b heard the
news ol the zicat sictny of the Ametiean torees at
Saratoga I Lebraay 1775, France formally 1ecog
pired Ui pdependenee of the Umted States, and o
teais o snhuey allance ail 0 was signed. Tlos
neaty progaded ihat Faanee would suppont the wa
fur Amencan mdependence with Lind - and s al
forves & well as money . winle the Umited States
wonld  aeeond France “muost-farored-nation treat-
ment” e cotnierent] sclatons and would abo anl
L ianee m detendimg its colones m the West Indies. In
June 1779, Spam abe pomned Franee e the wai
apanint Bt with a4 view 1o teeonvenng Gibralta,
Magorea Bland, and Flonda, ats colony m North
Atnenica. i of wiuch Lad been seved from Spamn by
Britam.

At that tme, me additon 1o fighting on the
Amcttean continent, Diendi and Spanssh tleets also
citwazed the Boish navy i the Atlantee, As Botan,
whyig om ats paval sapaiionty, heliaved 1echlessly by
stopping. sedtching, and firing on neutral merchant
slups on the high suas. Rossia, tn concert with Prussia,
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and other countiies,
tormed ' 1780 an Armed Newtnality League to
protect the nasigation of neotral ships The League
bioke the Butish sea blockade against  America,
thereby benefiting the Americans. In December 1780,
Holland, whose —ommercial interests had been under
mined by Britain, also entered the war on the side of
France and Spain against Britain. Tlus the British
were encucled by enemies on all sides

The Amerean people took advantage of the
comtiadictions between Britmn and the Lusopean
countres and atilized them i therr strategy to gain
vitory i the war for Amenican independence, o this
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connection, Lewmn pomnted out. “When the American
peuple waged thenr gieat war of liberation agsinst the
Butish appressas, they had abu against them the
Fireuch and Spamsh oppressurs who aowned a part of
what 1 now the United States o, North America. In
then arduous war Tor freedom, the American people
entered  nto Cagieements’ with sonie  oppressors
agannt others, for the purpose of weahening the
uppiossors aid sticugthenng those who weie fighting
i g 1ewolubiongly manner aganst vppiession anu-for
the puipose of serving the miesests of the oppressed
people. The Amerrcan people ok advantage of the
stutte between the Frendh, the Spunish, and the
Bsitish, sometimes they even fonglt side by side with
the forees of the Frendh and Spanish vppressors
agamnst the Bnush vppressors, fiist they defeated the
Bunsh, and then they freed themselves (partly by
ramom) from the French and the Spanish,™®

More mportant. the Amenan people obtained
the vigoraus support of the resolutionary democratic
people in Lutopean countries. Atter the outbreak of
the War for Independence. French bourgeois states-
man Lafayette (1757-1834), bom of nobility but
with democtatie inclinations, and  French  nihilist
suciahst Sdaint-Simon (1760-1825), as well as Polish
revolutionarics Pulaski (17482-79) and Kosciuszho
(1746-1817), vrussed the vcean to serve as volunfeers
10 the revolutionary army commanded by Washington
and tought tor the cause of justice. During the entire
war penod. 7,000 people camie from vanous countries
uf Lurope to tahe part m the war, and many
sacrificed their precious lives for the sake of Ameri-
can dependence. At the same ume. the British
people, i then struggle agamst the Brinsh ruling
JJique i parteular the struggle of the Insh people
audinst Botain abso vigorowsly supported the move-
mient for Amertcan mdependence.

Alter thie Frendh partiapation m the war began,
the war tor Amencan mdependence enteted 1ty
second stage. In June 1778, the French flect came to
the Amenivan shoses, toreang the Britsh to withdiaw
tiom Pluladelpluna. In July 1780, the fust contingent
ot the French army . numbenng 6,000 men under the
comnd ol General Rochambeau, arnived at New-
port. R.L :

During the second stage of the war, 1> center
slufted to the South, The Botish army wanted to

——— s
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utibze the conservatine mtluence m the southern
dareas fo retneve therr unfavorable situanon, so they
took the ottensine 1 the South. In December 1778,
they captured the umportant port of Savannah, Ga..
amd used 11 as g wedye to go on into the mienor ol
the South. In May 1780, Butnsh troops went all out
on the offemsise and ook the mportant port of
Charleston, S.C.. and from there they marched nogth
moan attempt to restore thenw colonial sule m the
whole ot the South. At this juncture the forees of the
Contmental Army. sent south by the Contmental
Congress to resist vire Bratish, were badly defeated m
the Battle of Camden. lowever, the people of the
South rose to defend themselves by forming wuerilla
bands and ustng mobile and flesible warfare to engage
the enemy  In October 1750, the mulitia auernills
bands of the south anmiulated one major colunm of
the Brtsh army i the Battle of Kings Mountam.
This victory clianged the sittation of the war, and the
Amencan forces wmnediately tumed to the ostensive,
“General Comwalls became unable to hold his ground
e the South, as lus torces were steadily reduced by
attntion “In the end he was compelled 10 2areat 1o
the port aty of Yorktown, Va., where he wated fos
the Batish fleet 1o come 1o s rescue
By thin ume the simauon had undergone o
tundamental change, with the Brinh army turnmng
from & superor toan mferior posttion and  the
Adterican from an mtenor to g supenor postion, The
tme jor sdecisive battle lad finally come
Followmg the retrest of Comwalls' lorees invo
Yorktown. the southern mulitia guerilla bands an.l the
Frenh fleet came hard on their heels. In early
September 1751, a French naval squadron of 36 ships
led by Adnnral de Grasse defeated the Briush navy
outsule the port of Yorktown. cutting oit completely
the supply hnes from the sea Washigton was then
quarter lns troops m the vicinity of New York.
When he heard the news, he mmediately combmed
hus forees with those of tie French led by General
Rochambeau, as well as those under Lafay ette, and
rishied south fo enciele the Brtibh at Yorktown.
Alter sttuggimg doggedly Tor a wlile, Comwallis,
having exhausted s strength and energy . led hns
army of 8000 to surrender on October 19, 1781, As
the Butsh troops - therr tnm uniforns stepped 1n
front ol the shabbily clad Amencan torces to
down thete atms, the Amesican army band played the
turie * Fhie World Turped Upside Down.™
Alter the Bartle of Yorktown, the war for Amieqr-
vt amdependence had essentrally been won. In the

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

“eourse of the war. the Amencan people had overcome
all kmds of hardslips and obstacles, and had fought

vabiantly  and  persistently to wm thenr ultimate -

brilliant victory . The victory of the war forsAmerican
independence eloquently  proved: the destiny of
lhistory 15 decided by the popular masses, Yor regard-
less of how retrograde and rampant he reactionares
may be for a tme, they will mevitably be ground to
dust by the wheels of lustors 2 the end.

. -

Prvuse, 1 ” oty .

o e, .

During the Sume of the war, Amenica began ity
westward espansion on g large scale. From the first.
the colomes i North Amenca had been tounded on
the corpses of the Indians. The Britsh army., tuking
advantage of the contradictions between. the Ameri-
canms and the Indians, enticed the latter to nght on
their snde. Followmg then victory m the war. the
American tulers tooh the opportamty of serang kinds
trom the Indins, From 1778 10 1779, George Clark.,
headimg an armed band organized by land seekers
trom Virgina, crossed the Olio River m a westward
thrust and captured Vineennes, thus paving the way
for ferther American expansion mta the west, In
1779 Washington sent John Sullivan with a loree of
soldiers o .mmlnllh. the Iroquors Indan tribe then
settled m northém New York.-In his instructions fo
Sullivan. Washington wrote: *The present am s to
completely smash and Matten their settlement. take as
many  prsoners as possible, the more the better.
whether they are men or women, old or young. ..
You must not anly mop up therr settlement., but
destroy 11" Thus at the tme of its toundmg, Ameriea
had already suahedly exposed its aggressive character.

On September 3. 1783, Brtamn and £ merica signed
the Tarm Peace Treaty. Thns yeaty provided for
recogmtton by the Briish Crown of the Untied States
(the ongnal 13 Brstish colontes m North Amenica) as
a free self-goserning,” and mdependent nation, and
for the acquisition hS, the Umited States of the vast
termtories west of fhe Appakichian Mountamn range
aid east of the Mississippr River. The aewly defined
boundary of the Unsied Stirtes of America was: on
the north, Canada and the Great Likes region: on the
east, the Athintic Ocxn. on the south, Flonda: and
on the west, the castern bank of the Mhsmlppl River.
Thus the Lind area of America become twice what it
was at the time of e deckuation of mdependence.
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The Pains Peace Treaty was wonddude d avanding 1o
the propinad disit of e Ameinan delegates. It
satnsbied the Juibands of dhe Amcan buaizeaisie.
But st als ool ats compoetiang aspedts, beaause 1t
provaded that Bansh acditons sere enuitled 1o collect
then dehis fiom Amscaean debtons i hard canency
and that the Amcoean Gongiess should sccommend
th
woltfiseated proputy of Batnh subgeots ard luyalist
ements 10 then onanal awaers, These two prov

the varnes States adopt mcasuies fur 1eturning

stottn, Bioveey e, wer wol stely casired out becaus
they acic opposed by the Ameitaan people.

At the tune of the sigming ot i peace tieatvength
Aientea, Brtam abe oondduded peace with Franee
gitd Spara. T ticaty of peace pronnled for Spansh
secpation o e Latory wost ol il Missnspm
Roser. and 1er Spam’™s regammg Floide and abo
Magorea bland m the westein Mediterranean, wluch
lae been Lt to Butan mn the past. Bat Bmiam
ietaitied the unpuitant military base ot Gibraltar at
the southan tp of Spain. France reganed 1obago n
tie West Indies and tovk Scnegal on the West Afiean
woast. But Butam sull possessed tlie vast tenntony of
Canada This grace tieaty covaed thic partition ot
tenteres and  wodonial mitaicste ameng Butan,
Franee, and Spam.

The war for Aiscntesn mdependence was a war ot
natsena! hibesation, fought by the Amerniean people to
brean away from the oppression of Binsh colunal
sufe A that trae imgeal Biitasn was g tust-rate
world power vath a populaton of 30 nulhon, wlicieas
Anteniea had o population of only 3 mudhon. Butan
had ¢ numaddly supenor ainy  with nany expen-
enced nulitary commander. and excellent weapons.
winle thie wimed stiength of the Aneniean people war
basialiy compused of g militia waith hide smhiany
tranmng and pouvt weapuois amd supphies. At the tune
Butaint possessed thic wosld's strongest navy, wladh
could be ined 1o transpuont Lioops and supplies and
etiectively bloshade Amencan pogts, wlihe Ameniea
Fod no savy 1o speak ol Bitam was an ompenal
countey Wit vast wolontes. In Nortl Anienea 1t held
Cangda, Floida, and the West Indies, and could use
thewe baves to attanh Amencd, whereas America was
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st encircled hy the enemy on ali sides. As a
comparaiively déveloped capitalist cousntry, Britain
had greater cconvmie strengih, while the American
cconomy at the ume was still "t.2t of a backward
colony. However, all these [{actors] were superficial.
relative. and temporary. The balance sheet of forces is
aot confined to a comparison of econoniic and
mulitary strength. More rnportant 1s the balance sheet
witl: regard to manpower and spinit. As to the nature
of s war. it was an unjust and aggressive wat on the
Brtish sde. and o pust war of natwnal Fberation on
the Ameirean side. He whe epholds justice gets help.
he who forsakes justice dves not. At that time Bntain
was psolated and hielpless. wiule Anieinea recened
wide syinpathy and ad from abioad. Among the
ttoups that Britain used to suppress thie people m
Noith Amerwa were many mereenanes hued from
sowll punapalit.es in Gesmany . so thenr morale was
low. On the other hand, the American troops were an
atmy of the people. They were unaftard of violence
and biase 1 battle. These differences i character
eiabled the Amerniwn people gadually to tum an
mienor situation intw g superrar vne, theieby defeat-
mg Butam and ultimately securmg then mdepen.
dence.

The war for Amencan mdependence was a wai of
the nasses. In the olons of Noith Amernica work.
ets. farmers, handiaaftsmen, secanien, fishermen, and
the ke were the man forces m this revolutionary
war. They toukh an active pat in the war by
ure.nizing, militia contingents o attack British troops
eserywliere. "uring the war the byoad masses and the
soldiers braved cold and hunger. overcoming all kinds
of hardships and persisting in canying the revolution-
aty war through to its victorious conclusion.

Duing the war patirotic women also piayed a big
wle. They warmly supporied the War for Indepen.
dence dad freedom in all ways. While men went to
the fiont, they touk o1 the tasks of preduction in
the rear. They ulled fields vnd wove ot and sent
foud, garments, and other w:udles 1o suppoat the
front. When Waslington was 0 a precasions situation
detreating witl lus Continentar Aimy 1mto Penn-
sylvama, the women of Philadelplng 1aised a huge
fand of almost £300.000 to procute winter dothes for
the evolunonary army. This event deeply moved the
lighters. Cader fiue on the battlefields, wonien risked
thess bves for the Continental Aimy to bung ammung-
ton. tamsaut anfelhgence, and 1escue the wounded.
Some even served as atullery gunners and performed
glosiows war Jdeeds. The sctory m the war foy
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Amuean independence was mseparsble from the
ctfotts of patrivlic wonen,

Dunng the war tor Amencan mdependerice
Negroes abo made great coptributions. In Americ at
that mwe there were 600000 Negroes, making up
one-fitth of the total populanen. Thiy was guite
large torce. Because the plantation owners and the
buourgeonte stubbomly mamianed the evil Svatem et
Negro stavers . S30,000 of the 600000 Negroes were
emlaved Ihe beasts. desend o any personal freedom,
After the outhreak of the war. America not ol
failed to orgamze the Negroes but guarded them esz2n
mote closely, thus mitensifying their oporession. This
seriomly ympeded thes participation m the war, It
was abso one o the important reasons why the war
tor Amepcan ndependeace was slow in achieving
victory . Be that as 1t may, the Neeroes i) played a
great sole mthe war. Dunng the war, at feast 5.000

Negroes fought in the American revolutionany amyy,

In 1775 the batsthons of Washington™ Continental
Ay Gad an sverage of 34 Negroes eas . There were
Negroes fizhtmg o every  mnportant baptle: tirey
lought bravely and well and repeatedly establnhed
recorsds of dntmetion. In the stuugele tor Ameriean
ndependence, bloed was shed m common by Negroes
and whites alike,

Smee the war for American independence wis g
war of national hberation, a war of the masses, so
the conrse o1 1t the American amy made new wnd
nuportant creatine  comtnbubions n tacties, Toese
plaved 4 defimie wole m enabling the Amersean
people to wm sictory, In the J8ih century, kuropean
afthires wese guased mo fneddine jormations for
bghtmg on the plams., but the wevolationary army jed
by Washmgton was the tirst 10 adopt mobtle and
flexible tormatons for dispersed wartare. Because lis
men knew what they were tighung for. thesr aonale
was fusli, because thes ware ‘nglllmg on then own
sotl, they were tanilin wizh concitions. and because
they wers operatiopally mobile and tlentble, they
could tight s dispersed toamations that attorded the
tullest scope tor then hightg sbility, Whether titey
conducted surprise rads by speaial columns. encirele-
ment by heavy concentrations, or sttacks m licasy
tog. reen. ocsnow. aad sspecially when they fought g
el or i Jose guarters, they were able 1o beat the
cnemy. makmg e dizzs and exlassted from run-
mmne. With sespect 1o thas kind of munosation m war
factics, Engels ponsted out “Danng the war or
Ariertcan mdependznce, the contingents of the rebels
lought st ntleable hne formations. Although

- y

the rebels wete nat welldalled. they could sull fire
cHectively Gom they myzdedoadmy guns: they were
Aighting tor their owa vissl intesests, so they could
not flee trom battle Jike the picreenanies; they ded not
fight as tk2 Bransh hae anticipated. in fixed line
Tormation en the plains, but rthes used their awift,
mobiie dispersesd groups Indden 1 the forest to
ambush the Butsh troops. Under these conditons
the fixed hne fonmaton was useless, and so the
Brtsh vere beater by an enemy who could not be
seen of confronted. Thus they Jthe Amencans]
invented the dispersed formation m warfare a new
form of warfare produced by a change 1w the
compustiion of the fighting forces.™?

¥ “ * * * * * *

The Historical Significance of the
War for American Independence

The war tor Amiencan independence was o
baurgeons revoltion agamnst colonsal appression and
teudal oppression B was the first revolution m
Amerncan lustory,

The victory in the War for Independence enabled
the 13 States in Nerth America 1o cast off the bonds
ol Bnush colonialism and Become an mdependent
amd seli“zoverning bow geois democratic republic. All
the injunctions promulgated by the Britsh Govern-
ventn the pist were burned 1o ashes m the aNgry
tire ser by the revolutionary people The economie
structure and the social complexion of the colonl
penod were subjected 1o vast changes, and certain
vestiges of teadalisi were swept away. The 12 Ststes
were politically  untted mio one entity, theieby
momonng tie deselopment ol 4 astona cuonomy ,

In Das Kapital, Marx pownted out. “The w.r for
American mdependence in the [S8ih ceniuy sounde:d
an alarm for the bourgeoisie of Europe.”8 The was
for American indepeadence awakened Lutope and
hastened the outbteak of the Frepeh bourgeon
revolation,

7:!:llt-llulmm: Peogle’s Publinhunse House, 1970 od Pp
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The war b Amanan mdependence pranaded o
stvtestnl precedent o the wolonal andependenae
and nattonal Iiberation nunenents of the wpprosed
peoples. Lader s ampact. m the carly past ot the
toh sentuny the people ol Lot Amennea suceerane
b Lunched sevolutionary stiuggics agaimst Spannh
and Portuguese colomal sule and established, one
after another. mote than 20 independent nations.

In his letter 1o Amertcan worhers in 1915, Len
attimeed  the hstonaal meaning of the war for
Anrernan irdependence m this way . “The history ot
memtern, avilized Ametes pegan wath one of thiee
zreat, really hherating, really revoelutionary wars,
... that was the war the Amencan people waged
agmnst tlie Brtish robbers who oppressed Amenca

arid bield Brer m colonal slavery.”™
At Boprgenis sevolation aganst colonial oppres-

apon and feadal eppresen, the war for Amernian

MWl ond Works of Tomm People ~ Publohuns House,

97204 Vol 2o fen
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mdependence had a great progressive significance in
Amerrean history , but at she same time it also had the
hmtatsens of a boeurgeois revolution. A bourgeois
sewolution i really only one exploiting group re-
plaung another 1 seizing and holding power. The
sictory 40 the war fur Amerivan independence only
cAabled the bowmgesisic and the plantation slave
wvners 10 grasp political power. while the broad,
masses of the people were still refegated to an
eaploited and uppiessed status.

The popular masses are the masters of Jastory.
Dusing the war for Aneerican independence, workers,
handicraftsmen, fzrmers. and Negroes made up the
vast najority of ths working people in the popula-
non. They not only opposed the British colonial rule,
but they aho wanted to push the revolution to a still
Ingher stage. )

The American people are a great people. They
liave a revolutionary tradition. At present, they are in
a state of new uwakening. We believe that the
American peaple will make still greater contributions
to the couse of hwnan progress in the future.
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The American Revolution?

Winle womic Englishimen wese batiling at hon fin
tnptovements of Parhament and cloams m eligon,

otlters were adventunmg aotasy the Atlantic o estab-,

lish colonies and trade in the Americas. . .. Early in
the 17th century Eopapean woumtises began 1o make
settfements thiere. In Nonth Amenaa, colonies were
establnlicd by Franee, Holland, and Spamn s aell o
by Eogland In the 18th centany . England diove
Francz ot of the castein past o the wontment and
Canads She had tahen Now Setlofands Tom the
Dutchicarlier, changme i pame 1o New Yadh,

The Englishi Colonies in America

By the middle of the I8th centmy thete were 123
Faghsie cobsies 3 Notth Antesea along the Atlantn.
Cont. Landles peasants, people wokmg eligious
freedom, traders, and prohiteeis had seitfed thee.
The bulh ot the populstion consisted of mdependem
P, Irtant madastnes had Jdeseloped in sach
products s wal, thas_and feathes. In the porth theie
wape Indang aied ship bulding. In the wauol, o,
plantations ike fendal puners had grown where
tobacwn and cotton were grovn with slase Libomers
hpaght from At Trade between the colunits and
Futope had bewsane 2l and prospesows,

Fach colony had o locad awembly clected by
qualified voters. Thesw gsemblies enacted Laws wom
cemnng local mutters, lesied taves and developed <Lill
i selbgosornmer G However, they were under the
mtle of the nuother country . By the 1Sth centmy, the
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colvants tound the Taws which the Enghsh Gose -
ment mpased upon them more amd more objecticn-
able. The sdea of being an sndependent natnn giew
and desedoped mio the Revolutionsry War m wihach
the wlomists gamed then .ndependence.

Causes of American War of Independence

The wlunal policy of Lngland 0 economi
matters was the primary cauwe of iesentment m the
American colonies. ... [Ijn Ewope at this tme, the
theorics of mercantism domuated the policies of all
governments. England’s appheaton of mercantilism
meanit that the Amencan colomes vould not deselop
an economy of theirown The British Paslament had
torhidden them to use non-Bintssh ships m then tade.
Certain products sudh s tohacco, cotton and sugay
could be exported only 1o England  Heasy duties
wete mmpused on the smpoit of goods m the colomes
from othes places, The colonies were alvo torhudden
fo start certain industies, tor example, non works
and textiles, They were torced to mmpeat these goods
trom LErgland. Thus, 10 every posable way, the
growth of industry and tade of the colontes was
impeded,

The British abo angered the colonsis by nwinng a
proclamation to prevent thent fem mosing west mta
new lands. Englsh arstocrats had boaght Tands m
Asmerrea and got rents from the tamers They wanted
1o keep the colomsts as Lentons, But many colonists
rehelled  agamst the authorties, moved mto ihe
wilderness and occupied Tand by hook o5 by crook

As a gesult of coptinums wars 1 Eusope the
Batish Gosernment was burdened with debt. I
necded money. fn 1705, the British Parliament passed
the Stamp Act which 1mposed stamp taxes on all
business tramsactions with the Amencan colomes.
Revemie stamps ap 1o 20 shillings were to be afficed
1o newspapers, legal documents and othe papers
This 20t aroused violent resentment among all ~ec-
tons of the colonists and led them o boy cott Branl
goodds. There wete uprangs an many towns and tas
collectors were killed. The colonists clamed thua
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sice the Bt Padiment had no representative
trom the cobones, it had no nght o levy taxes on
them. Tie resenue from these taxes. they sad. was
used fol m the micrests of the colonies but for the
Rt empie.
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Thed Asicinan toadduttionaties were snspued by the
tleas of Engleh plulosophars of the 17th century,
Thewe  plulosophers Locke, Harnngton.  Milton -
heliesed that men had certam fundamertal rights
which no povernment had the nglt 1o inlimge.
Amcnian thankens, espectally Thomus Jelfooson. wers
abo nepied by what French phidosophiers were
saying and writing st that tme. Jefferson asserted the
coloninty” nght to vebelion, and eneoursged then
seasng desire S mdependence. Suppurt for nde-
pendence was tonetully expressed by Thomas Pame.
whe detested th meqaalitics of Enghish suciety. and
fud come 1o Amenes Inoa pamplilet called £imm. m
Sese B owrotel TR W tepugiant to geason to
sapping that tas Continent wan long 1emam subgect
teny osterpal power thercos something absurd n

“supposine 8 Conliant o e prapatually govesned by
an sland.” - s

The Massachusetis Assembly .

Leaders w the Massacdusddts Colony wulild l}n-
wotler represeitatines trom othior colunies 1o consider
therr common problens, They agreed and declored
that the Buteh Paliasnent had no nght to Tevy 1a1es
on e "N Lasation withoot 1epresentation”™ was
the oz y adupted. And they tlucatened 1o stop
the suport of Butsh gouds. The threat led Bittam to
repeal the Stamp Act, but Pathument suli msisted
that 1t lad the tglit W levy tanes. Then Pahamem
mposed 0 s on codbuiier gouds conung into the
codomtes vach s paper. glass, tea, and pait. Agam the
soluiies obgected saying that only then own assem-
blies had the et to raise money thiough taxes, In
protest. the colomes wat down the Bt émponty by
e balt The Brrsh wolidrew the plan, leaving only
the Lw on tess 10 wsert teer tight 10 fesy tixes
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The Boston Tea Party

The tax on tea led 10 trouble. In 1773, several
volomes refused to unload the tea commg in English
ships. In Boston, whea the governor ordered a ship to
be unloaded. a group of citizens. dressed as American
Indians, buarded the ship and dwinped the crates of
e mio the water. Historians have called this ‘the
Buston Tea Party’. The British Government then
cluscd the port of Boston 1o ol trade and preupitated
tlie upnsing of the colunies.

The Philadelphia Congress and the Declaration of
Independence

The sepresentatnves of the thirteen Amerzcan
woloaes met as o group m what s called the First
Continental Congress at Philadelplua ot 1774, This
wongress appedled to the Brush King to remove
featnclions on industies and trade and not to impose
any taxes withont therr consent. The king declared
then action 4 mutiny and ordered troops to be sent
to suppiess 1. The colunies then planned tor military
defense with lucal troops or militia. In 1775, the first
battle of the Revolution was fuught when a thousand
British soldiers niet the colonial-militia in Lexington,
Massaclusetts,

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress
adopted the Deddaration of dependence. 1t contain-
«d truly revolutiongry ideas, The Declaration asserted
“that all men are oreated equal, that they are
cadowed by their Creatur with certan unalienable
nghts, that among these nghts are ife, iberty and the
pursunt of happiness™. The Dedlaration advanced the
punuple that the people are the source of authonty
and aftismed the people’s nght to set up ther own
government, The Dedsrauon also stated that the
Amerivan wolonies lad been vppressed by the British
Guvernment and that “these Gnited Colonies are, and
of sight ought to be, free and independent states.” Up
to this ume the colvnisis liad been fighung tor then
nghts as Laglishmen. Atter the Declaration m 1776,
they fought for thewr rigist, to be an ndependent
nation,

>
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The War of Independence

George Washington was put m command of the
Amenican forees He had expenence m tizhting the
French in Amierica. The tinst battle took place m and
around Buston. Then Brtam sent a foree 1o Canada
with the plan to narch it south 10 met another
British force. and so cut the Amenican colonies
half.  But a British general spailt the plan.  As the
Brinsh matched south, the Amencans met and
defeated thens. Tlus wictory of the rough Amencan
nmuiiamen aganst a tramed Boush foree gave the
Americans confidence The French Gevernment now
decided to lielp the colonies with troops, supplies and
funds—tv embarrass Britain. France's old enemy.
Others enemies of Britain, Spam and Holland, were
soon fighting the British ebewhere.

Meanwinle, 1rouble was brewing to1 Britam at
home. Fiere was o threas of rebellion m Ireland,
strong feaders m Parlament were wpposing the was
with she colonsts. The war ended s 1781 when the
Butsh commanier. Comesallis, later 10 become
gosernorzeneral o Indr. sureendesed. Two years
later, In 17X3, the Treamty of Pans was signed and
Brstamr recopmized the independence of 1s formes
thirteen colonges.

[Picture] Fire Doilarsiven o bulopendense T
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The American Constitation

When the war of independence <tarted, cah of ihe
thirteen wolonies was 1 separate state with 1ts own
anny, bonndanes, customs duties and finances. But
they co-nperated amaunst a4 compon enemy. In 1751,
as states of the United States, they umited througls a
plan for a national government called the Articles of
Conlederation. They sent their representatnes to the
Congress, but the national govermment under the
Articles was very weak. It could not levy taxes, nor
regulate trade between the states, 1t iad mo nghts
over the states and therr pesople. There was fealousy
ad quarrellmg <The aew pation was abomt o Jail
apart. A constitutional comvention was ealled 10
Philiudelphia 1o trame o new comstitution which came
mto eltlect in 1789, 1t evtablishied o republican torm

of goversment =1 a time when states in other parts of
the world were pove ned by monarclues, The Amer-
can Constitution set up a tederal system under which
powers were divided between a central or federal
governnient and the state governments.

[Picture] Secum o the Dicaration oo Indopon-
donve Tac pamnne By Jodm Trumbadl stiows
sandunre, conter, hjt 1o mhe Tolne Adanns, Rocer
Surrran, Relert Livingstone, s Jefterson gmd
Brsyaran Fraukim.

Under the constntution, the federal government
became the supreme authonty though the mdinidueal
states retsined a considerable anouns of mdepen-
dence in local niatters. The executive functions were
separated from the legnlatwve or law-makmg tune-
fions. A president. elected fer a term of four years,
was the chiel executine authorty. The Amenican
Congress, o faw-makimg body. conssted of two
houses 1he House of Representanes., wlms.; nen-
bers were -elected by cach state on the basis of
population, und the Senate made up of 1wo members
tfrom each state. The Supreme Court was the cluel
judicul authornty in the country and-had very wide
powers. It was the puardian of the constitution and
lad the power to declare laws unconstitutional,

Jetterson, the suthor of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, amd liv followers campaigned  for the
addition of a Bili of Riglits 10 the federal constitu-
ton. This was done thiough ten amendments which
suasanteed many rights to the Anierican people. The
most noted of these are treedom of speech, press, and
Telyion_ and justice under Jaw,

The constnution marked the energence of the
United States of America as a nation in world histosy,
It was the first republican comstitution ever framed 1m
history and 1s ~ull i operation.

[Map] Luitcd States of America in abour 4.0, 1550,
[Maior g teatwes mdicate area moduded w the 13
ongial wolosies and e vanew, main terntorial
soguniiers nvolved m e westvard expansion of
the Umted S1are, |

Significance of the American Revolution
The words ol the Declarating o lndependence
regardmg the equality of ail men and the “unalienahle
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amd eutside Latavotte, the Trcndh gonosal whe
fought on o wdo of Asnuaan scaautiomanies, sas
set o Buoaie g hero o e Frondh Revolation,
Titomas Putne, a hid o mitcinatsonal tevolutionsn,
J%w partiapated m the Dioads Revolution, By s
eyample, the Ymonen Roveiutton wospincd sy
toshitionain s m Franee and sevelutions m Laiopy
fatcr o the 19th conitany . 1t cnconanage d Spasnd, and
Postuguese wolunie s in Cential and Sunsth Amerna 1o
whebian L wan thon mdependen o

The now achsesement of the Amencan Rewolytion

was the establnduanent i a sepublic. The sepublic was
Lot traly democratie, The sight to vote was linnted.
Negroew st gore so Amestaan Indians, and women
had nu vote. Elecizon Laws i all states favored men of
propenty  fur many  years. But progress towards
demoaay began. In sonie states, state religion was
abulided, aleng woh rehgous qualifications  for
holding public offices, The foundations of amstoaacy
wele attacked, by abolishing such privileges as qur-
rens and titles. But fur shavery, compared with other
goveoinents at that tune, the Amernan republic was
very demneratic,
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13. GREAT BRITAIN

The End of an Empire, 1775-1783°

By the heginming of 1775 the stands respectively
taken by the Btk governmient and by the colomal
leaders puinted mexorably to armed conflict. Ondy a
substantaal surrender by one side o1 the other coutd
avert 1, Neither was Tndmed to such a step. In the
eyes of fhe colonisty, to give way o achs of power
would he an abdication of ther status as tree men, In
a letter of Outober 1774, winch doubtless setlected
the past weeks of earnest, passionate iseussion at
Williamshurg and Pluladelphia, Wasiungion rehubed
an old military asocate, now ikely soon 1o be tound
ot the opposing side.'

Your fessm ston citcats, oot cases, ostheraise you
seuld pot woidvr o a proph sho age wery day
Fosttitnr Jrosd Preads o g sy atemiatn, gssertiog of an
arbitrary pouer, devply planned to overturn the Laws
and convitution of ther country, and o violate the
et ewsental and vdushle nehts of mankind, bone
mntated and anth dificulty restraned wom acts of the
vicates! splopoy o intempurag, I s et the
Al or anterest of that covemniient [ Masacdisseris
oroany wother upon this Gentmont, separately o
colloctnady, fo wt up 2or mdependencs ; but this you
miay af the sane tnse rely otr, that none of them will
et submit to e b o dise safuable nehis and
prsgloves whisdi are evwntial to tie happines of oveny
free Stute, and vathowy which by, Uberty and propor-
ty are tendered totally inscutre
Not even a return 1o the relatively harmonions

working ystzm of the Walpolean era would now

satisty the cotonssts, The dehimtion of clanis by the’
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Bamsh government dunng the last twehe vears lad
provoked opposing definitons in Anierica, and it was
clear that only on a basis of to1al legislative independ-
ence in domestic matters would the reiationship with
Great-Britain now be 1olerable.

On the other hand. by the end of 1774, the British
government was obdurately consineed of and com-
antted to the view, that a dominant minority in the
colonies was aiming at indepeadence, and that eitler
British authority must be reasserted in the colomes
{at this stage. more particularly in Massachusetts), or
else the whole labric of empire would dissolve and
Brtain sink bach into the tole of a nunor power,
Faced with such an apparent catastiophe they were
prepared to risk enil war within the Empise  would
umdeed have already run the risk and reaped its
consequences had there been sufticient toops
Boston for Gage to attenipt o tollow hus mstructions.
Early 1775, as soon as Parhamemt miet, extra
troops and naval forees were voted, and reinforce
ments were dispatched 10 Boston. The New Lngland
provinges were proclamed to be m oa stute of
rebellion, and an Act was passed restrammy tliem
from all trade and from particapation in the New:-
toundland fisheries unul submission was made. As
one provinee alter auother made known its sy mpathy
for New England, these restsamts were soon attes-
wards extended 10 most of the other eolones. In the
debates which accompaned these measures. mmisters
rested their case alinost exclusively oa the need to
sectre a clear admnaon of subordination trom the
colonies. They brushed aside opposition warnmgs.
that the colonists, in resisting parliamentary taxation,
were nmited on Lirm constitutional ground, and that
o exact submission by nulitary force was mprac-
iicable. In therr eyes the willmgness expressed by the
Contmental Congress 1o abide by the commercial
restraimts m existence before 1763 was insulticieut.
Before any  concessions were mide, Parlament™s
authority  must be acknowledged and the reliel
claimed by the colonies sought as a nratter of grace,
not as ¢ matter of rght, It this surrender swere made
there would. ministers hinted, be generois treatment
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b gtwsances, dteludimg the abandomment of parha
mentany  tanstion. Laly an Feiwany . m oo general
Jebate on the Amenaan sitaation, Noath dedased.
He did not mean to tax Amena ... af they would
sabmt?, apd leave toous the comstitubional 12t of
sepremocy , the quaseel would be at an end.’? I the
Copmzions fhapsttios phenemenasl by eighicenth wen-
tary standards cappaated e unnistery pulicy. tle
caunel ole ohien approsclung, occasonally
wuvending, 300, sl v halt the woral manberstup
o the House.

A donmghit laia Naath pesented “conulistany
propenaiisis Lo e Counsnons, and e 1evealed the
astane it of concesson sl the numisters were
prepated o mdhe anul aiier they had expanenced
nalitasy deteat, The substance of these proposals was
that. mownded the colonsts would make sutficient
and permanent provpston tor the support of their el
vosgrment and the admunstration o pustice. and tog
defense, and m nme of war contnbute extraorduary
supplics 1 g icasonable proputtion to what was saisd
m Great Butain, then for so long and o longet
theie would be no peswrt 1o parhamentary ravation.
Parhamen w vild sl exercise the power of control-
hiny trade. but the vield of any wxanon meidental to
sad Brpnlation woukd be pard into the treasury of the
wilony oncaned. and any representation trom any
volony proping dhanges.n the commercl regula-
tons would be ginen full conaderation. Acton would
b Lihent 10 put the propositions mio cect as soon as
dvceptable proposals were received fromrany colony .}

2 Souh’s propesition had the apoarent merit of
pliang e eolonnsts m ¢ postion of wxing them-
welves 1t they avepled the sceompunying condiions.
The prmaple of “no tasation without representation”
wonld flms seem to be conceded. Somie of the more
vinnersattee colomal teaders were mchned to believe
that this concesston was all that_was necessary and
wished 1o explore the possibilities of ¢oncthation on
this ground  Bat gt bottom the proposals wese
entirely unaceeptable to Amertean opinton, In reality
they represented much less of 4 concession than tie
jegnlunon of 1766 tor 11 the colunies wer? to make
ample. permanent provision for all governmental
serviees, they would lose that fmancal control over
the execcuine windh they had gadually built up
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duting the century sl which they now correctly
regarded o> one exseniial feature of g free pohtical
suatety. The provinaal eaecutives would de left free
to act as the agents of the impenal government.
«entigl control would increase and local autonomy be
furtie = wded. And the concession of mo taxation
withuut 1epresentation” was quate tllusory. The colo-
msts would tax themselves under threst and without
beng left any disuretion. As une pathamentary cnic
pointed oul, the propusals sinounted to the threat.
*Give me as much as { wish, till  say enough, or [ will
take it fiom you,™ All the signs punted to a demand
ful gregter exachiony than had been sttempted by the
retenton of the tes duty n 1770, In America the
splications were fully seahized. The Viigums House
ol Burgesses comniented.

The Bnich government has no right to intermeddie
with the ~upporl ot cvil government in_the colones.
For us, not for them, has povernment been instiluled
kete, . ., Wecannol concene thal any other legisliture
ks a rizht to prosenbe esther the number or pecumary
appaitinent ol our offivers. ... We have a right 10
give our mnoney as the Parliament does theirs, without
coefuon. . . §E s not mercly 1he mode of raising, bul
the trecdom of granting our money for which we have
sontenided, withont winch we possess no chieck on the
toyal prorogatne,®

Nortl's propositions were a manoeuvre, not u
concossion: and as a manoeuvre they failed. They
conceded none of the substance demunded by colo-
mal opimon and they tmled entirely to diive a wedge
between New England and the other eolonies. Only in
Pathament did the govermmnent gan, Some of the
mdependents were satisfied that a gesture of conciha-
fion hiad been made: and a number of members, by
vehemently dsnouncmyg the anmsters for yieldmg too
much, corfirmed the acceptability of a firm policy
towards the colomes ’

In the early months ot 1775 Clutham und Burke
poth offered proposals for concihation with the
colonies,

Chatham’s Concthation Ball started from a premise
wineh by now had been overtaken by events. fi
recited that the colomes *have been, are, and of right

ought to be dependent vpon the imperal crown of
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Great Britain, and subordinate unto the 3ritish
Partiament’. It atfiemed Parliament’s nght to control
trade and the Crown’s right to mahe troop disposi
tons n the colonies at its discretion. Chatham
offered a numher of speaitic concessions which weuld
have met certain particular colonial grievances: recog-
nition of and negotiation through congress, and its
efectivninto a permanent imperial msttutioy; renun-
ciation of any use of the military against the liberties
of the Americans; Matutory  abandonment of any
claim to taxing power: assurances of the mviolability
of colonial charters and constitutions save in case of
legal forlerture: ab,mgu(fop of all Acts which mter-
fered with trial by jury in the colonjes and the
appomtment of judges *during good behaviour'. asin
Batam: and suspension of all other statutes passed
sinee 1763 against which there was complaint. 1o be
followed by their repeal when congress had made
formal recognition of the supremacy of Parliament,
But although Chatham stsessed the theoretical sole
power of the:colonial assemblies to impose taxation
upon the colonsts, no more than the ministers was lie
prepared to caprtulate completely on the financial
isuz. and his plan envisaged a grant of 2 permanent
sevenue by the colonists wineh would be at the
disposal not-of therr own assemblies but of Parlia-
ment.® In the tense atmosphere of 1775 there was
Iittle chance of the colonists complymg with this
conditron: m any case, majority opinion n Parliament
wa dead agammst concesston, ’

Burke™s proposals, offered m the Commons a few
weeks later, came nearer to providing groynd for
conaligtion, bu by 1775 they were probably unac-
ceptable to the colonpsts, ar they certamly were 10
the majority  in Parliamien:.” Believing thar i
government should come to lerms with realities and
acknowledge both the muaterial power and the el
lectual premises of the colomsts. Burke argued that
an empire was an aggregate of many states under one
common head. m whieh the subordinate parts had
extensive local privileges and immuniues, The hne
hetween tlese privileges and the supreme authority
might be mipowible 1o draw, and trequently there
would be disputes as to where 1t lay. But m such
instances and speabeally m the cse of taxation
ther at twue the only satisfactory solution was to

e
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achiese compromises aceeptable m practice to all the
parties concerned and to avoid insistence on ques-
tions of right. The real issue, Burke declared was. *not
whether you lave a nght to render your people
miserable: but whethes it is not your interest to make
tiem happy. It is not what a lawyer tells me I may
do: but what humanity, reason, and justice tell me |
ought to do.” He rightly insisted. that the ordinary
commercial intercourse betvieen Britain and the
colonies fostered by seli“interest was worth lar more
to Britam than any advantage that might be grudg-
ingly obtained by the assertion of supreme authority.
Any financial contribution 1o imperial expenditure
shouid be obtained on a voluntary basis as before
1763, Questions of right should be buried in oblivion.
In this spirit he proposed the resolution: “That it hath
been found by experience. that the manner of
granting the said supplies and aids. by the said general
assemblies, hath been moye agreeable 1o the inhabi-
tants ol he said colonies, and more beneficial and
conductive to the public service, than the mode of
giving and granting aids and subsidies in parliament to
be raised and paid in the said colonms.” With that rage
mmaginative grasp which. though not in itsell’ alone
constituting hugh statesmanslup, is yet an essential
part ot i, he drew forth for his hearers the
impalpable essence of interimperial co-operation:
‘the close aficction which grows from commion
names, from kindred blood. from sinnlar privileges,
and equal protection . . . ties which though light as air
are as strong as hoks of iron’. As an essential
preliminary to reconciliation Burke, like Chatham.
advouated the repeal of all legisfation passed since
1763 which was disagreeable to the colomsts.

Burkes plan corceded virtually everything de-
manded by the first Continental Congress, 1t did not
merely put the clock back to 1763: it allowed also
for the dynamic growth mherent m any healthy
political systeni. Even a drift from dependence to
voluntary  partnership  was compatible  with ity
ferms an outcome Burkeshmsell in 1775 way pre-
pared to‘contemplate. though he did not think it
imnnnent. Such a vision was far above the heads of
the generality of British politicians. After 1773 the
greater part of the British political nation had become
convinced that a breach within the empire was likely,
that 1t was consciowsly intended by un aggressive,
dommant mmority of colomal leaders. that only
through the mse of force might it still be pievented,
and that failure to prevent 1t would spell the end o
Brutsh prosperity and greatness,
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The hittes trutts ol these convictions were soun tu
e reaped. Withm a wonth the revolutionary war had
bepun in Masachusetts, In mid-Apnl Governor Gage
at Boston receved specilic mstructions to put down
tite sebelbon 1 the colony. The essential stroke
artest of the leaders of the provmaal congress was
heyend Iis resources, bui he deaded to seize the
mam dwnp of rebel supphies i the village of Concord
some sixtecn mnfes away. On the ontward march the

Brtnh troc ps came into conthct with a small party of,_~
Amienican suliia at Lexington, Which side fired firSt ¥

iy not certain. but the affay set Massachusetts aflame
The Batisig column crried out s operations at
Concord, Bat it was severely harassed and sulfered
heavy losses on s homeward march: and fnmedi-
ately an army of Massachusetts mihtia swarmed to
the siege of Boston. o
The response trom leaders i other colomes vas
Attt Three weeks later. on May 10, 1775, m
accordance with arrangements made the previous
year, the second Continental Congress assembled at
Philadelphia, In asc of the outbreak of hostilities in
Massachusetts, 1t quickly assumed the role of a
revolutionary  government Eent on preparations tor
war. These were pressed forward wath vigour in all the

©wolomes. By early March 1776 the Amencans were

able 10 foree o Butish withdiawal from Boston and
had undertaken @ parally successtul mivasion of
Canada winch gave them possession lor some time of
Montreat. Meanwhile Brinsh preparations for large-
scale wan were pushed forward strenuously during the
winter of 177576, large numbers of troops were
reeritted, and others wele obtained by subsudy
treatics with vartous West German puinces.

As @ wai stuabon Jeveluped. colomal sentiment
moved 1 tavour of imdependence, By the summer ol
1770 Bunsh sdoumstiation had everywhere bee.,
jeplaved by ad hoo provinaal governments, In Apul
Congsess dedared Amernar, ports vpen to all coun
tries except Britain and advised the separate provinces
to mamtain or set up governments mdependent of
imperial anthority. On 4th July, 1t adopted the
momentous sesolution ~that the woloues be declared
independent. I measured  language  Thonus
Jetterson, the chiet drattsman of the Declaranon.
resstated the Lockian theory of political assoeiation,
the philosophical ground on which the Amernicans

rested ther case

We hold these truths o be st evdenmt, that sl
men are created vqual, that they are endovwed by their
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Creater sl certain analicnable nglns, thal amony
tiese are hte, hberly, and 1he pursuit of happiness.
That te sccure hese rights, zoverniments are instiluted
among men, deriving their gust powers from the
cemsent ol the governed. Thal wheneser any fonn of
sovermmen! bewoines destsuctive of these ends, i1 it
the mghl ot the peaple to aller or abolsh i, and 10
msittute pew gevernmient, Liymg ais foundation on
such principles and organizing ils powers in such form,
as 10 them slall scem mast likely 10 citeel their safely
and happincss.

In twentyseven briel and cogent sentences the
Declaration hsted the “njunes and usurpations’ in-
theted upon Amencans by the Bnuish Crown since
the accession of George 1, from the Revenue Act of
1764 to the recent coercive measures, aml rolled
towards 1ts momentous conclusion:

We. Therefure. the Replesentatives of the United
States of Amesica, in General Congress assembled,
appeahing to 1he Supreme Judge of i world for the
rectitude o1 our micnlions, do. n the name, and by
authonly of 1he goud people of 1hese colonies,
wlemnly publish and declare, 1l ahese, Uniled
Colonies are. and of right ought 10 be Free and
Independent States: 1hat hey are absolved Trom all
allegance 10 1he Batish Crown, and that all political
connedlion beiween them and the State of Greal
Botan s and ought 10 be 1o1ally dissohed. ... And
B 1he support of 1liis declasation, with a finn reliance
vn the prolection of Divine Providence, we mulually
pledge 10 each other our Jives, our foruncs. and our
sacred hotour.

Fur some at least of the men who made the
decision, 1t v 1 nw easy one. Only after prolonged
bitter diappointment, gnef, and agony of spirit, did
they feel compefled, i Tace of British obstinacy, to
secede from the Briish community. of which they
telt 1hemselves m many ways so much a part, In
October 1775 John Adams wrote to his wife:

1 saw from the beginning that 1he controversy was
of such a pature that it never would be senled. . . .
[hs has been 1he sousce of afl e disquictude of my
Jite. ... The thoughl thal we ight be driven 10 1lic
sad nerecsity of breaking our connection with Greal
Britain, exclusive of the commafe and?cslmclion,
whieh it was easy to sce st attend 1he separation,
always pave me d ;arc.ll deal of gniel.

Much of what had made life worth living he would
hieerfully give up to obtain pe e and liberty: *But
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all these must go and my life too, before | ean
surrender the right of my country 1o a free constitu-
tion."8 In smilar vem Thomas Jeflerson wrote:

Fam sncerely vne of those. tou, who would rathes
be m dependence on Grear Britgin, properly himited,
than on any other aation on canth, of 1hen on no
nanon, But 1 am one of those. too, who. rather than
submil 10 the rights o1 legslating for us, assunied by
the Britoh parhament, and which faie evoenence s
shown they will so cruelly everase. would lkend my
hand to sink the whole Island in the sea,?

Only the briefest account can here be given of the
war. at the end of which the intentions of the
Declaration of hdependence «vere in fact secured.

The first serious British ~ffort 1o recover control
of the colonte, did act take eftect till mid-1776. Ag
the same rime s Congress was moving towards
dceeprance of e Declaration. substinua! British
torces were on their way across the Atkmire. und the
st major blow was ap ocetpatzon of New York in
July by forces which before fony 10talled over 30.000
men. The securing of this grez: port and centre of
loyalism” was “intended o be the prelude to the
reduction of the New England provinees, but pothing
further was accomplished (hr year except the ocen-
pation of Rhode Ltand. A small detachment found it
mipassible to raise eifective loyalst support in the
southern colonies. An attempicd snvasion of New
kngland from Canada alo came to a halt.

1777 was a year of decision, Yor 1t ended in a great
Anerican victory at Saratoga. the effects of which
were in the long tesm conclusive. The Britinh plan was
for a snbstantial force to strike south from Canada
under  General Burgoyne, 1n order, by securing
Albany m upper New Yoik, 1o prepare the way for
severing, communications between New England ang
the other colonies. Ifad this operation been coordi-
nated with a thrust up the fludson by the army under
General Howe at New York, the chances of a decisive
British success would have been great. For the
Americans control of the [ludson heights south of
Albany waus crecal, To defend this position they

e —

B amubrar 1 etters of John Vdams and hy wite  durme
the Resolution, ed. Chaglss Franens Adams (N Y, 18761, p
It

“Mare Rimbull, Jeflenson. The Road to Glory, 1711
1776 (NY , 1943y, pp 27173
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Conunental «my commanded by Washington miglu
well have been drawn mto a pitched battle in which
its inferiority 1 numbers, wrms, and trainmg, and the
lack of expertise of its officers from the commander
Jownwards aught have proved tatal, A coorq:iimlcd
push could hardly have failed 10 win the 1ludson
heights and draw a miltary cordon round New
England. But the need tor close coordination was not
realized by any of the Britishi ministers or command-
mig generals, The resistance Burgoyne was likely to
encounter was grossly underestimated: it was thought
he could reach and hold Albany without assistance.
Howe at New York therefore saw 1o reason to defer
his own pet schente for the occupation of Philadel-
phia. and made matters worse by abandoning plns
for 2 direct thrust through New Jersey in favour of a
seabyrne expedition which kept his army moperative
at sea and then isolated in southern Pennsylvonia for
many critical weeks. In consequence. although during
¥777 the British secured control ot Pluladelphia and
varts of New Jersey. Pennsylvania and Delaware, they
suffered « crushing loss by the destruction of
Burgoyne> army 2t the hands of a numerically
superior force of Continental troops and New
England militixs. 19

Saratoga drove ihe wministry into offering real
concessions, of a kind which, four years carlier. might
have averted rebellion. The Tea Act and the
Massachusetts Charter  Act  were repealed; by
declaratory Act Parliament renounced the use of its
power 1o 1ax the colonies; a peace commission was
appointed and a contingent repeal of the Prohibitory
Act was enacted. The commissioners were empowered
to ofter if necessary all, and more than all. that had
been demanded by the first Continental Congress,
provided the Antericans would return to their alle-
glance and aceept parliamentary control of imperial
trade. They were instructed to salvage what elements
of British authority they could. but any terms short

* of independence might be accepted.

This ofter came too late. Congress insisted tpon
indepeadence ror by their victory they had secured a
French aifiance. Since 1763 the attention of French

e ——

”’lmpur!;:nt coninbutions to & reassessment of the
rasons and responwibifity for this Bratisit disaster are con-
tuined 10 G.S. Browo, e American Secretary The Colonial
Poluy of Lord George Germam, 1775.177% (Ann Arbor,
M, 1963), Prees Mackesy, The War for Amerua,
1775 1783 (1964), and W 8 Willcos.. Portrait of a General
Swr Henry Climton m the War of Independence (N Y., 1964),
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statospien had been fovased upun opputtuities to
ieste Frendi prestize and o pull down Great
Britain trom the position of ascendaney shie liad won
at the Peace of Pans, They shated the Butish wiew,
that the foss of the colotes would matenally 1educe
Butish powcer, and witly tlus puipose i view . startig
early 1 1776, an increasng micasure of Jandestine
aid flowed acioss the Atlantic, Span, allied to Tiape
by the Fanuly tollowed  suit. Tiendls
supplics arms and gunpowder were a vtal tactor i
sastining Aimcitan soststance. After Saratoga ianee
thiew off the mash, entered mto treaty 1elations with
the United Statos, and aceepted war with Britain as
the mevitable conseguence. A yew later the Spanishi,
too, entercd  the contlict, with the recovery of
Gibraltar as then major ame. No diplomatic counter
“attohe Was opren to the Brtish government. British
diplomatie polativir was o patuial and incscapable
sitaation m the 1770s, So long as Tance was not
pressng upon the Low Counties and Gemany.
Butam had no natusal allics on the Continent. Tianee

Compact,

Was g peitect position toi uniee. with Do <neuiy v
the Rlunc. It was o posbon wluch her annster,
Yergennes, was waretul to mantan. He evaded
catrent Geninan ealainglenents. and he sought tu
smake 1t plam, that France Lad nio desiie to destioy
Butish powdi conpletcly and face Lurope with g niew
Bodtbon ascendancy | thie balanee of powei in Europe
was ot to be altered. but Butam was to Lase her
wings ipped by the Toss of her volomes.

The muncdiate Amenean g fram the Tiends
aliance was e sevovery of Plaladedplug and Rljode
Rand  the Bistishe wathdiew from both i order to
fing troops to counter the French threat i the West
Indies, and abo launiched o probe mto Geosgra whadh
selierved considerable saceess. The long term gain lay
m the eventuwal anbitary suppuit, wlah anived n

7SO0 and we the st placed on the Butishi navy .
Baatesh naval strcngth was stictehed sull Suithier when
S lnd mantr, power was drawn to the alliance
A vital Butish Losican was the inter
woption of Baltic naval stores and other war supplies
shipped (o Dier enemies 18 neutral bottoms. Most of
tlos neattal carrymg “rade was e Duteh hands. In
1750 the {mpress Catlicrme of Russia fornted an
avsnbition b Baltic powers, known s the ‘Anned
Neutrality™, 1o proteet neutial shippmg nghts, The
merchant flects of ats menbers were of little impor-
tance. But 11 the Duich secured its protection, British
pressute on her toes would be senowsty checked, and
Jt the end of the year. to forestall thys event, the
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Binsl gosernment declared war on a set of trumped-
up charges agamst tire United Provinees. All these
developments meant that, from 1778 onwards, ot
oiitical periods, the British lost naval control in
American waters, i the end with decisive effects.

Duting 1776 and 1779 both Bittam and France
were woncerned mamly with the campaigns in the
West Indies. Altlough the pressure on the Americans
was telieved, they receved little direct support from
then French allies. But to the British the West Indies
was metely a diversion, and as svon as pussible they
ieduected then efforts to the American continent. In
1780 the war of mdependence momentanly tovk a
new turn with the Butish capture of Chatleston and
the apparent subjugation of most of Suuth Carolina
a4y well us Georgra, It was g deceptive triumph,
however, for Amencan gienlla vperations were sus-
tamed by lielp fronr the nortl, and the general feft in
command, Lal Comwalls, found it impossible to
case the situation by any effective blow to the
nurthward. In 1781 e attempted to secure control of
North Catoling and Vagima. At the crtical moment a
Frendh fleet moved nto the Chesapeahe cutting hus
communications with New Yorh, At Yorktown liis
tioops were hemmed m agamnst the York River by o
supenton French and Ametican foree under Washing:
ton without hope of remnforcement or relief, and by
his capitulation the last Brutsh army available for
ollensive vperations m Ameriea was lost. The blow
way deasive. Withm o few months a majority of
members of parliament had become convinced that
thie recovery of the wolonies by Darce was impossible,
the King, despite L stubboin sesolution against
ytelding, had to give way, and a new ministry
compused of leaders of the opposstion to the war
touh otfice, pledged to secuie peace. 1t necessary by
the recogntt vn of Amerscan independence. Peace on
this basts was negottated dunng the sutumn of 1782,
catly m the neat year hostilities were suspended by a
general annistice, and on 3rd September 1783 were
signed the defimtive treaties which formally signal-
wed the separation of the mdependent United States
from the British Empire,

The Butish had lost. But competent historans
lave expressed the view that m the carly stages at
least they might have won.'t In 1775 there was still a

’
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great fund of loyal teeling i the colones. In America
the war of mdependence was a real cvil war. many
thousands of loyahsts served George 11l 1 militia
untts, provincial regiments, or as recruits in the
regular army . and fought with a fratncidal Tury rarely
shown by the Britoh and German regulats. The
seizure of ‘New York in 1776 gave the Brtish the
mportant strategic advaniage of mierior lines of
commumestion, by land or by sea. all round the
crucial are between Boston and the Virgima tide-
water  Durmg the next ecighteen months errors of
exeeution rather than an utter lack - resources for
the task were the mam reasons for defeat, The twe
most fatal were, tirst, the Lailure to purste 4 sound
and vigorous strategy which would foree Waslangton
and the Conunental army wto pitched battle on
unfavourable terms in which they would be destroyed
or else be reduced 1o complete impotence. and
second, the failure to tedhe only ground that could be
held and to hold giound vace taken, for the
comsequence wis the sacrifice of the loyalists m vne
provinge after another to rebel vengeance, the de-
struction of therr power such as 1t was (it was neves
so great as the government heleved). and. more
important, the demonstration to the wavering, uncom-
mitted section of the population that 1t was better to
go along with the rebels. Had mmlitary skifl. and
boldniess gamed major successes quickly in the niddle
colomes, wheré loyalists were numerous, 1t 1s possible
that the heart nught have gone out of the rebellion

unless thrs happensd. there was Iittle chanee of any
regular army the British could produce overcoming
the levée en masse which would otherwise lave met 1t
m New England. But the possibility was never tested.
The “ministers <t home failed to understand the
urgency, mamly becamse they conststently under-
estimated the extent of gebel sentiment and over-
estimated the strength of the loyalists. And even had
they grasped 1t, the senior Brtish mulitary com-
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manders were not the men to respond. In tightng
spirnt they were far nfenos to the American officers
who oppused them. The consequences of mismanage-
ment were fatal. Brish and loyahst morale gradually
fell wiile that ot the rebels rose. Falure to contiol a
large enough area from whieh tood and other
essentidl requiements could be obtaned meant that
enurmus eflort had o be diverted mto supplymg the
Butish forces frons Lngland and lieland, and by 1752
the war must have ground to a halt m any event, tor
the country’s shipping  sesouces were  stretched
beyond the limit,!2

Even had the Brtish won the war m Anterica the
pulitical problem would have remamed acute A
settlenent o Binash tesmns would hase lett unsatis-
fied deep-scated Amencan aspirations, further sharp.
encd oy these would have been by the struggle. And
even il the situation could have been hept undes
witliol for the tme bemng, for how long would thrs
lave been pussible? The population ot the colomes
was doubling atself about every thirty years a lar
higher rate of wcrease than that 1 the mother
wuntry. There were no population-statistics i the
eighteenth cen'ury. but the general trend was clearly
recogmzed. The sigificdnee of this dynanue aspect of
the colomal problem appears entirely to have escaped
the attention of the mmisters. Tune and again they
said m effect “We must assert Britsh authonty now,
or 1t will be wo late.” But they tailed to face the
problem, how this authonity was.to be mamtamed
under foreseeable tutuie condiions. The ohjeet lor
which they led thesr country into war was, m the long
mn, neapable of taltilment. Heremn Ly an ultsmate
prool of then lack of statesmanship.

200 last pomt emeryes cleardy trom a study of this
shipping problem by Mr D Syrett. 10 whom I am gratetal
for Ihis imormanion.
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“English Methods of Teaching American History,”
Chapter XLIV'of Report of the Commissioner of
Education for the Year 1894-95 - -
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