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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES|
l'IiGI;'G ACTION ©ON HIS PROPUSAL TO CREATE A NEW
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY AND AP-

PROVAL OF HIS 1977 BUDGET REQUESTS FOR SCIENCE,
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To'the Congress of the United States : ) . .

The desire and the ability of thé Aucrican people to seek and apply
new knowledge hae been crucial elements of the greatness of our coun-
try throughout its 200-year history. '

Our Founding Fathers placed high value on the pursuit of knowl-

. cdge and its application. They supported exploration. new methods of
agriculture, the establishment of scientific socicties and institutions of
higher learning, measures to encourage._invention, ang niegis ‘to pro-
tect.and improve the Nation’s health. A

In our recent history, the Nation has made major investments in re-
search and development activitivs to.ensure their cortinued contribu-

s tion to.the growth of our econouy, tothe quality of our lives and to’
. the strength of our defense. Today there is mounting evidence that
science and technology are more important than ever Yefore in meet-
in% the many challenges facing us. . o ’ '
fully recognize that this country's future—and that of all ¢iviliza- ;
tion as well—depends on nurturing ard drawing on the creativity of
men and women in our scientific and engineering community.
.. The 1977 Budget which I submitted to the Congress on January 21.
, 1976, is one measure of the importance I attach to a strong National
effort in science and technology. My total budget restrains Federg]
spending to $395 billion—an increase of 5.5 percent over 1976. Byt ¥
Budget requests $24.7 billion for the research and development adti¥i-
ties of the various Federal agcencjes. an inarease of 11 percent over my -
' 1976 estimates. Included within this total of $24.7 billion 1§ $2.6 billion |
' for the support of basic research, also an increase 6f 11 percent. Such

’ . long-term exploratory research provides the new knowledge on which
advances in science and technology depend. T urge the Congrest to ap- o
prove my budget requests. Lo Tl

1 also urge the Congress to pass legislation to establish an Officeof | |

«  Science anﬁe Technology Policy in the Executive Office of the:Presi-~ , = -
dent. This will pérmit us to have closer at hand advice on the scientifies , ~,
engineering and technical aspects of isSues and problems that requim{ , ,
attention at the highest levels of Government. =~ -~ | T A,

On June 9, 1975, I submitted a bill to the Congress that would au- ’
thorize creation of such an office. The director 6f this new offie, would
also serve as my adviser on science and techroloyy, separating this re-
sponsibility from.the many demands of mapiging an operating agency.
n November 8, 1975, the House of RepreSentatives passod an hecept- 4
able bill, H.R. 10280, which authorizes.the néw-gffice. On February 4. | '3
o

A

-

1976. the Senate passed a similar bill which, with Syme changes, wonld ,
also be gcceptable, Those bills.are now awaiting-action by a TTouse- ]
Senate Conferenice Committge. Early agreement by the conferees on a .

workable bill will permit me to proceed without further delay in es-
tablishing the Office of Spience and Technology Policy. ~. - .
In addition to its dirget sipport of research and development, the .

Federal Government has o responsibility to ensnre fhat its policies and
R . - o s S
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programs stimulate private iu estments in science and technology and
vocourage innovation in all secturs of the economy—in industry. the
universities, private foundations, small business, and State and local
. Guvernments. We pursue this objective through our tax laws, esopera-
tive R&D projeets with industry, and other incentivef. - ° )
Industry and other elements of the private sector noss support
nearly 50 percent uf the Nation’s total research and development effort
and we must avoid displacing these important investmeénts. .
The role of industry is particularly important. In our competitive
econgmic systemn, industry turns new ideas*from laboratories into new
and improved products and ser ices and brings thém to the market-
place for the Nation's counsumers. Industry has built successfully on
advanced developuents of the past and provided new products and
scryvices of great economie and social value to the Nation. This can be |
seen in electronics, computers, aireraft, Loymﬁ}nizﬁltwns. medical serv-
- ices and many other areas. SF G P
My 1977 Budget gives special attention to rgse{xrﬂx and development
for energy .and, defense astd to basic vesegrchg Jt also continnes or in-
creases support for other important aveas swch as agrienlture, space,
and health where 1csearch and development can make a significant
contribution. T LT )
—In energy, an accelerated research anéd development program i»
vital .to our future energy independénce. 3My 1977 Budget pro- .
posvs $2.6 billion for energy research and-development—a 335 per-
cent increase over 1976. These funds, together with the efforts of
private industry, providedor a balaneedsprograi across the entire
range of major energy technologies..M&jor increases are proposed
in energy conseivation to achieve greafer energy efficiency. Addi-
tional funding is provided in fossil fyels.tq anhance oil and gas
recovery, to improve the direct combustion df goal and to produce
synthetic oil and gas from coal and’ oil shal¢. Expanded efforts
are planned in“1977 to assure the sg¢fety aid reliability.of nuclear
power and to continue the development of breeder reactors which
* will mafe our uraninm resourge last for centuries. My 1977
" Budget atso provides for rapid Zgowth, in programs to accelerate
development of solar and geotly fnal energy and fusion powey.
—In defense, a strenghtened ml'd{ Figorous program of research and
development i> absolutely funtlamental to maintain peace in the
years ahead. Our National supvival depends on our continued tech-
nological edge. The quality o} onr njlitary R&D program today—»
and decisions on its scope and ma;;hitude——-}wi]l directly influence’
the balance of power in the 1980’s and beyorid. Obligations for
defense research and deveJopment will increase by 13 percent in
FY 1977, to ahinost $11 billion, In the strategic area. the defense
R&D program provides ?r,continued development of the Trident
submarine and nissile systgin and the B-1 bomber. %Ve are pro-
viding increases for crijige midlles and for defining options for
a new intergontinental Jiliflistic missile system. For our tactical
forces. we wi]l pursue nZ umber.of major programs ranging from
the F~16 and F-18 fightef ajfcraft to & new attack helicopter, im-
proved air defense systems, and a new tank. In addition ive will
strengthen our mi]itaty-r}p]ate(l science and technology effort. The -
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combat potential of new technologies such as high energy Jasers
will be actively explored. ’ .
—Through basic research, new knowledge is achieved that underlies
all future progress in science and technology. My proposed budget
provides an increase of 11 percent over my 1976 éstimates td assure
that the flow of new scientific discoveries continues. Since much
.of the Nation's basic research is carried out at colleges and univer-
sities, I have given special emphasis to the budget request for the
National Science Foundation and other agencies that suppoit re-
' search in these institutions. I have requested an increase of 20 per-
cent in NSF's funding for basic research in order to underscore
iny strong support for such research, particularly in colléges and
N universities. '

~—In agricilture, improyving the efficiency of American food pro-
duction is vital te our National well-bemng’ and to help ease criti-
cal worldwide fuod shortages. My Budget provides over $300 mil-

_lion for agricultural research including programs to increase grop
vield. improve the nutrition and protein content of crops. and
+ help find new and safer witys to protect crops from the devastat-
“ing losscs which are causgd by pests and bad weather. Matching
State funds for research at Jand-grant institutions will contrib-
ute an additional $400 million to the national effort. Within the
agricultinl research program, greater priotity will be given to
. basic agricultural l'esearczfx which is the key to our longer range
objectives in food production. Qur agricultural 1‘088&1'C71 and re-
search undertaken by others around the world can Irave a major

. effect on the world food situation for generations,fo come.

—In health, bisic and applied medical research provides new
knowledge about causes, prevention’and cure of dis¢ases. This
knowledge will make it possible to reduce the toll of human suf-
fering. reduce expensive nedical treatinents, and increase the gen-

eral level of licalth of our })eople. For thé Department of Health, .

X\- ' Education. anil Welfare alone my Budget requests over $2.2 bil-
. kB lion to pursie mew scientific opportunities refating to cancer, heart

and lung discase. arthritis. diabetes. and behavioral disturbances.
It will.also continue research in emerging aréas of National im-
portance such as immunology, aging, environmental-health, and
health ervices: < .

- —Tn ppace, the shuttle is the key to improved operational space.capa-

hilities for science. defense. and industry. My 1977 Budget pro-

vides the necessary funds to continue development of the shuttle

¢ and to assure a'balanced program in science and space applica-
_ tions, In the future, space teﬁ:nologios can further advance our

- National and worldwide needs for better communications, better
weather” forecasting and better assessment and management of

. our natural resources. Scientific exploration and observation in

- space can wld imineasurably to owr understanding of the uni-
£ verse around us.- . A .
/ M3 Budget also provides funds for continued research and develop-
( meut in environment. natural fesources, transportation, urban devel-
e opment, and other fields of social and economic activity where we
oL . _
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will -ummlt woth that shews promise mn meeting the problems of
society and the new challenges we faces s Nation, 7

I’rompt and favorable action by the Congress on my proposal to -
create the new Office of Siience and 'Iedmolo«r\' Policy and to #p-
Prone my 1977 Budget requests aae vital to ensure that science, engi-
Becting “and m]mulu-r\ will continue to contribute effectively i
achieving our Nation's objectives. -
(irnarp R. Forn,

lm Whgre Hovse, Warch 22, 1570,

'. £ O . .

&

ERIC - - : 6 s ,

v 3
Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
’ - 4




