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ABSTRACT

ThlS study compared the sex role attitudes of 32
chlldren (in grades K-2) from "traditional"™ homes (in which mothers
stressed socialization toward standard cultural sex roles) with the
attitudes of 34 children of the same ages from "non-traditional"®
homes (in which mothers stressed non-sexist soc1allzat10n) Children
responded to three attitude inventories concerning social and ... -

occupational roles of adults and activities. approprlate for boys and.
girls. Data were analyzed by a 3-way -analysis of variance, with sex,
home environment and grade as factors. Findings indicated that boys -
and girls from traditional homes were 51gn1f1cant1y more inclined
than those from non-traditional homes to assign children's activities
on the basis of sex. Regardless of home environment, girls held more
non-sexist attitudes than boys toward adult social roles..Boys from
traditional homes possessed narrow views of adult role’ options as
early as kindergarten; girls from traditional homes revealed moreé"
stereotypes in first and second grades than in k1ndergarten. An
additional analysis was performed on a subscale of household task
items from the social adult scale which were assumed to be familiar
to all children. A significant difference was found between scores of
children from traditional and non-traditional homes, suggésting that:
the influencé of non-traditional role models- at home could ‘Counter
stereotyping 1nf1uences outside the home. (CH) ‘
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Sex Role Concepts. of the" K1ndErgarten, First and Second Grade Child As A o

h

b Function of*The1r Home EnV1ronment

o~

This stydy compared the sex role attitudes of children from "traditional"

omes (stressing sociaTization toward standard clltural sex roles) with those

-~

of children from "non trad1t1ona1" homes'(stress1ng 8 non- sex1st role deVeTop-

ment).

children.

attitudes toward: the social roTe of

The sample consisted of 32 trad1t1ona1 children and 34 non- trad1t1ona1

Se
~ ¢
’ é

The children were asked to\respdnd to three inventories concerning

‘adﬁTts5 the-occupatfonaT“roTe}of adults,

1y

/

and the social roles, of ch11dren T, _ : .

obn

v

The data was analyzed by a three-way analysis of Var1ance The factors

&»-u

were sex, home environment and gradg, The null hypotheses were tested with

1

alpha set p = .05. . o

Findings showed that non-traditjonaT children felt both sexes coquﬁbTay

in muTtipTe.roTes, Traditiona] chderen were more inclined to assign these

A\

tasks or behavwors on the bas1s of sex ' :

Girls were fcund to hon more non sexist att1tudes toward ‘the soc1a1 L

!
role of the. aduTt, regardTess of the1r\home enV1ronment. By f1rst grade,

traditional g1rTs we e aTready beginning ‘to narrow role poss1b111t1es forJ

.ch1Tdren and aduTts and by second grade they scored more trad1t10na11y .

than did the tradition males ‘on aTT three scaTes.‘ These f1nd1ngs shoqu

a .

suggest to educators and parents that the encouragement and re1nforcement o

of mu1t1p1e roTes for g1rTs ought to beg1n no Tater than k1ndergarten
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Among the boys)narrow rele options for adults were already evident

"

-at kindergarten and remaih?d're1ative1y unchahged over the next two years.
Fdr boys, then, teaching shdﬁ]d begin in the early pre—schooj years.
Findings indicate that botH sexes need more éxposure to non-stereo-
typical adult raole models. There are crucial times in the chi}d‘s develop- -
~ment whenvsex-stereo—tybing is most‘inf1uéntfa1 and whicheoccurs'at |

different-times for each sex, and changes in curﬁicu]um and pedagegy

might alter this situation.
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mothers :

, As educators seek to answer the quest1on of what strateg1es will
affect non- sex1st att1tudes in chT]dren, this study which .dealt with
ch11dren of non- ~traditionaT mothers m1ght offer some 1ns1ght

In recent years, there have been some rather dramatic ro1e changes
in a growing number of American families. These changes have been in-"

fluenced in part by more women entering the,job'market and by theAques—

. tioning and re-defining of male/female roles by the feminist movement.

These changes have probably been most not1ceab1e among educated m1dd1e-

class women. The 11terature also supports this contention. Bronfrenbrenner,
(1960), and Sears Maccoby and Levin, (1957), c1te a change in ch11d rear—
ing pract1ces role on the part of these women concern1ng their children's
1nterests, ab111t1es, and asp1rat1ons

Non- traditional women have redefined the ro]es of fam11y members around
such areds as child care, house management, sharing of'f1nanc1a1 respon-
1b111t1es, .division of- labor and ma1e/fema1e re1at1onsh1ps The‘ch11dren
of these non- trad1t1ona1 nothersuare grow1ng up in‘a sub-culture whose»
orientation is less stereotyp1ca1 than those middle-class children who haVe
equiva]ent class characteristics but more traditional or%stereotyp1ca1 orient-

ations.

"~ The study I’condUcted compared the influence which the nonetraditiona1

.andjthé traditional mother had-on their chi1dren's sex role attitudes.

Spec1f1ca11y, I was concerned with the “children‘s 1nterpretat1on of the
social and occupat1ona1 roles of adu1t males and fema1es and the social
roles of boys and girls.  The study was conducted in a sma11 un1vers1ty town
in northern New Eng]and The popu1at1on was wh1te middle c1ass° The samp1e'

consisted of two groups of ch11dren, grades K- 2 drawn from two. e1ementary :

schools, 34 children of non—trad1t1ona1 mothers and 32 children of traditional

L2 pr N v
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"Eor the purpose of the study, the traditional and non-traditional

groups were defined in the following way.

Traditional Woman: A traditional woman is one who for the most

. part accepts the standard cultural sex role of the woman.  She sees her
main role as that of wife and mother and her pr1mary respons1b111ty being
l‘l

the care "of her husband, her ch11dren and her home.

’ ,Non—traditiona] Woman: A non—tradit1ona1 woman is one who questions

the traditional sex ro1e stereotypes. She feeTS her 1ife choices cannot
be defined in terms of her sex. . An.oUtghowth of her questfoning is modi-
fication in her behaviors and attitudes toward the areas of child rearing,-
house management; economic benefits, occupationa] aspiration and male/
. ».fema1e re1ation§hdps - f . | -
A cr1t1ca1 f1rst step for the study was to devé]op a process by which o
I cou]d 1dent1fy traditional and non trad1t1ona1 women 1 dec1ded to ask
10 women from the commun1ty to serve as ”Judges” in choos1ng women who, : :

-

in thé1r opinion, wou]d most c]ose]y f1t the descr1pt1on I was us1ng.for a’
trad1t1ona1 and a non- trad1t1ona1 mother. F1ve of theoetwomen were'chosen
to se]ect trad1t1ona1 mothers and ‘the remaining five non- trad1t1ona1 mothers.

- These women were chosen as. Judges based upon three cr1ter1a “First, 1n my
op1n1on, they most c]ose;y matched the attntudes and behav1ors which I

| defined as those ‘of trad1t1ona1 and non-traditional women; second they d1d
not have ch11dren of - the age wh1ch ‘might 1nc1ude them in the study, and 32
th1rd they had-1ived in the area for several years ‘and were very fam111ar

* with-other women in the communlty.
’ ‘ - - . : “ . &
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Once the non-traditional judges were selected they were-each,given
a T1st of all students in- k1ndergarten, f1rst and second .grades and asked

to 1dent1fy those ch11dren whose mothers , they thought, were non- trad1t1ona1

 The same procedure was foTTowed by the other judges in selecting traditional

mothers. In, eacﬁ group, if three out of the five Judges chose the same
mother, she was asked to participate 1n the study. S . |
Further screen1ng.of the non- trad1t1onaT/trad1t1onaT ‘orientation of
. the mother was based upon an 1nterv1ew concerned with “the mothers att1tudekﬂ
toward the roTe of the woman . soc1a11y, f1nanc1a11y and occupat1ona11y The
interview focused on the mothers' group aff111at1on and her roTe ‘as wife and
mother . Only those mothers who Were both 1dent1f1ed by the “Judges as\non—
trad1t1ona1 and who scored non-traditionaTly on this 1nterv1ew were -included
in the final study. The same requ1rement applied to the trad1t1ona1 group;
they. had to score tradit1onaTTy and be chosen as traditional by the "judges"
to be incTuded. In the final sampTe, there were 34 non- trad1t1ona1 and 32 y
trad1t1ona1 mothers who qua11f1ed The children of these- women were then
1nter'1ewed to determ1ne ‘their sex role concepts

The children were told that the 1nterv1ewer was writing a book about

what jobs children thought grown people should haVe what k1nd of tasks

adults shoqu perform, and what kinds of,tasks and play act1V1t1es ch1Tdren

coqu part1c1pate in.. The 1nterv1ewer stressed that ch1Tdren had many

d1fferent 1deas, that there were no rmght or wrong answers, rather the

1nterv1ewer was 1nterested in what the part1cu1ar ch11d thought

i The ch11dren were asked to’ respond to three 1nventor1ec The f1rst

1nventory was concerned with att1tudes toward the social roTe of aduTts,

@
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the second with the -occupational role of adults; and the third with the -
social roles of the male and female child. For all three inventories ’.n
the children were shown three pictures; (1) one’ of a male adult, (2) one
of a female adult, and (3) one of .a male and fema1e together ,

For the f1rst ‘inventory (social role of the adult) the ch11dren were
nnstructed that they WOu1d be told some things that adu]ts do and they
were to tell the ?ntervwewer 1f (a) only men shou1d do it, (b) on]y women
shou1d do it, or (c) both men and women should do it. For examp]e, "Who .
- should wash the d1shesa_f1x a faucet buy theatre tickets?". g

For the second 1nventony (occupat1ona1 roles) the ch11dren were to1d e

: that they were ‘going to be shown some pictures of JObS that peop]e he1d

and they were to tell the interviewer who could haVe these Jobs—-(a)-on1y

men (b) on]y women, or ( ) both men and women. Each p1cture showed an

’ occupat1ona1 setting w1thout a person, the 1nterv1ewer told the ch11d

qwhat the setting was. For examp1e; "This is a hospital. Who can be.a

doctor5"

W

For the third 1nventony (socia] role of. the ch§1d) the‘chi1dren were

b
L

1ntroduced to activities in which ch11dren engage and were asked to respond
]f (a) on1y boys’, (b) on]y g1r1s, or (c) both boys and girls can do these
thinos ‘Further,- if the ch11d gave a one sex response, the interviewer
asked the ch11d to conf1rm if he thought that ch11dren of this sex dre the
on1y ones who cou1d do these th1ngs or was there a poss1b1]1ty that children

of the oppos1te sex couid also do them For EXamp1e, if a ch11d sa1d only

-~

boys could play with the b1ocks, the 1nterv1ewer wou]d ask “Canht g1r1s ever '

~

p1ay with the b1ocks?“ The 1ntent of this inventory was twd- fo1d first
to determ1ne the relat1onsh1p between the ch11dren s self- concept of appro-.

®

pr1ate roles for: themse]ves and their percept1on of sex- connected roles. for

~

g
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. children in general and secondly, to determine -the depth of their“cop- «

viction about their"sex-typing attitudes. ,

" Six weeks after the.data was co]]eétedvfrom the éhi]dren, sixteen
5 .
ch11dren, randomly selected from the-original sample, were aga1n 1nter-

I4

viewed ag» a means. to test the re11ab111ty of the ﬂnstrument Correlat10ns

2

for ‘the scores on the test and retest for each=sca1e and the tota] sca]e .
| were run. The: corre]at1on coefficient for the socialadult scale was 811
for the‘socia] child scale 854 for the occupat1ona1 sca]e .866; and for .
the total.sca1e .859 The corre1at1ons wereva11 significant at the 01
level. These f1nd1ngs 1nd1cate that re]at1ve to each other on each test, _ .

B )

the children scored much the same on the retest as they had on the or1g1na1

2

test Th1s showm that the scores were cons1stent over time and the sca]es
s Vi

- L] ; . . -

“were re11ab1e o , . : ) <3
| Ihe data was ana1yzed by a three -way. - ana1ys1s of varqance (McCa11 1970);v
The factars were sex home env1ronment and grade. The 1ntent of the study

was to show the 1nf1uence of home, sex*and grade by themse]ves and their inter-

.»

. ' act1on The_nu11 hypotheses were tested with a1pha set p 0?/
. T Ana]ys1s of Data and Results "%"' ‘ L ;. e C o y
I ’ Pr1or £o d1scuss1ng the ana]yses for each of the three mependent var1ab1es, S

it is important to determ1ne whether the dependent measures tap 1ndependent

o

att1tudes or whether they are tapp1ng 1nterre1ated non- 1ndependent att1tudes;

Lo

If the dependent var1ab1es are 1ndependent the1r s1gn1f1cance can be d1s- .
cusséd'1nd1v1dua11y However, 1f the variables are h1gh1y re]ated, 1t is e

necessary to consider the three var1ab1es as tapp1ng a s*ng]e d1mens1on

-

~To th1s end the corre]at1ons among the dependent var1ab1es were ca]cu]ated

-
3
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" ‘(fab]e 2) to fina the re]ationsh?b*among subséé]e scores and between fn-

"o

‘dividual subsca1e scores and the tota] sca]e scores. 'A11 ne]atfbnships"' v

7, were significant at the 01 1eve1 and pos1t1ve The 1owest corre]at1on ,:

. . T coeft1c1ent was 598 The pos1t1ve corre1at1on 1nd1cates that h1gh gtores
on one sca]e are re1ated to h1gh scores’ 0n the’ dthers. The Targe cor-

¢

relation coe€f1c1ents show that the sca]es are test1ng re]ated rather than
independent att1tudes. .
TABLE" 2

Correlation Coefficients

Variable Description Social * . Occupational, Total »
» - Child '

Social Adult - | . 656 . - .598 .937

’ - Social child . ST _ .689 .828

Ocgupational . -~ . = - ) o . .815

pd) \L} Py s
) T The soc1a1 ddu]t scale ref]ects ch11dren i responses to the, soc1a1 ro]es
o o that they fe]t.were appropr1ate for e1ther ma1es, females or both sexes.. An

examp]e of qUest1ons wou]d be; ”Who shou]d buy theg;re t1ckets? scrub the f

<7

«.

Floor? go hiking? R . . N .
- . é, - . N

- : A response of male or female received a score of zero and the response
"both" was given a score of one. Thus. the higher scores represent-the more
nontrad1t1ona1 view and the 1ower scores the more trad1t1bna1 view.

o

Table 3 presents the mean score on the- socidl adu]t sca]e of the ma]e

S

and female children In'grades kindergarten, one @nd two from non~trad1t1ona1
’ . v . 9 . * ‘ . i . . .

~.and traditional homes.
° . , . é “ A .. N ‘ 4_ K - - .
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Tab]e 4 éresent5<a three way ana]y is of var1ance that was’carr1ed '

gut on the data from the. ch11dren S respons;s to social ro]es of adults,v

to test the hypothes1s that there is no d1fference ifh ‘the aﬁt1tudes held

by children from ‘traditional and non trad1t1ona1 homes toward the soc1a1

role of the adu]t

=

n

; N
. ) & . ‘ [ Q Pl’/»,\,
. FJ “ “ //\
" ’ o A v . A ) -
“" Y - 7ﬁ o'
TABLE -3 |
. Means of Children's Test Scores ¢ ’
on Social.Adult Scale
g e )
i Ndntraditibhe] Traditional
Grade MeoN MoN
Female NS 7.6 5 133 ¢ 3 2
] “11.9, 7 @ 8.6 5
Ve 4.8 4 6.4 .5 -
* Grand Mean .. 11.4 Grand Mean 9.4
Grade » <& 7 m N MTN
Male X \ 6.8 6 3.3 6
1 11.6 8 4.3 10
2 9.0 4 7.7 "3
o0 Grand Mean, 9.2 . - rand Mean 5.1
, _
Grade M N M N
Female K 7.2 .1 8.3 9
and - 1 11.7 15 - 6.4 ,15
Male 2 11.9 8 . 7.0 8 ., -
= Grand Mean ~ 10.3 - .- Grand Mean 7.23
. + Grade. - Female Ma]é'~ ’
~Nontradi- . N L ,
. tional & - K ' 10.5 8 ’ 5.1 1
Tradi- " o 1, 10.2 12 8.0 .-~
tional * s 2\‘. ST 10:6 . 9, PERTE /"8?
o ¥ Grand Mean -10.2 _. Grand Mean »

7

6.97 B

ry




vW1th the other subtests (socia1 ‘dhild and occupationatl)

-corre]at1ons of this test w1th these gther subtests

' though the d1fference Just fa11ed to reach s1gn1f1§Mn e (p .069).

"typed attﬁtudes concern1ng “the soc1a1 ro1es of ddul

. » ‘counterparts.

@ ’ ’ l/
, | A
_ < o . fjal '
‘ TABLE 4 R P
,N Analysis offVariance of Children's Test Sc0res‘g-f ¢
on, Social Adult Scale F Test Significance Levels |
~ Source of -. _ -, - Mean - 7 . 4_7 §§1gn1f1cance
Variance .,° * .  "°DF Square ) FMTest , . ¢e1
Sex - R 158.571 ° 4147 ) .047%
Home ‘ . o 131 757 -, 3.446 - .069
Grade o2 15.210 . 0.398 [' . over.500
# Sex X Home 1 16.004 « . 0.419 over. 500
Sex X Grade * 2 15.874 e s o over.500
- Home X Grade 2 - 62.210 - % 1.627 *.206
Sex x Home X Grade 2 2

.-83.800 .192 ) .122

*S1gn1f1cant at the .05 Tevel

<

The nu11 hypothesis was retained. Across all grade

and sexes home

’ env1ronment fa11ed to reach s1gn1f1cance at the (. 05) 1e e] _ However the

'.p value.of 069 is certa1n1y suggest1ve that there is mare than chance

N

'operatang espec1a11y “in v1ew@of the comparab]e results.¢f home env1ronment; ,

\ ‘ . 4
. +

and the strong

> -
D . -

"

"Table 4 shows thut gh11dren from nontra1vt1ona1 hpmes score h1gher

(and therefore less trad1t1ona1) than childrenyfrom t ad1t1ona1 homes al-

.+ 7 Sex of the child d1d regch significance ( p =, .05) 3 across a11 grades

and home env1ronments Females scored s1gn1f1cant1y hr’her than ma]es S

e

Regardiess of. the k1nds of homes they came from g1r1 held nore non- stereo—

than did the1r ma]e

o




. ‘ R o ‘~‘ “ d. . . LRt .
A1l other main effects and interactions effects were.nonsignificant.

In Sth1usion,athe one whichmstated thats there is no difference in the
attitudes he]d by children fkom traditioha1 and nontraditional homes
toward the soc1a1 role of the adult, was retained.

The occupat1ona1 sca]e eT1c1ted ch11dren S att1tudes tOWards the

' occupat1ona1 roles appropriate for men and women. Children were asked

w

to respond to quest1ons Tike "Who can be a doctor? 1awyer? teacher?"

.4 o

'”On this scale as on prev1ous sca]gs the higher the score the more non-

traditional the v1ew. The mean att1tudes scoves for the ch11dren en

theﬂocchpationa1 sca]e are presented in Téb]e 5.

= . s . . s b v .
. w o, 3 PR o j_,,. 1‘%’.
Ce o LTABLE 5
- .
Means of Children's Test ScBres :
., on 0ccupat1ona1 Scale* - ~
4w = pNontraditidnal  Traditional
. - ST e W s - . i N
Grade M tN Mol
Femfale K 3.4 ¢ 5 8.7 3
1 D 4.9 7 - 4.2 5.
2 7.5 4 e 2.2 . 5
« . ) Grand Mean 5.2 Grand Mean 5.0
- 7 ‘ . : U | |
. o Grade , M N ' Mo N
CMale - T K 6.0 6 * 3.3 s B
¥ S 6.0 . 8 430 .0,
2 7.2 7 4 SN 3
Grand Mean - 6.4 Grand Mean .= . 3:8
ran . and feal

- &
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- TABLE 5 (continued) ‘
Grade M N M N o
. © ‘
Female K- 4.7 1 6.0 9 _ ,
. and 1 . 5.4 15 T2 15 |
Male 2 7.4 8 2.9 , 8 B
: Grand Mean ' 5.7 " Grand Mean = 4.1 /’;)ﬁyy" .
& — o
) _Grade 8 Female - Male ot
Nontradi- kT s0 8 T aq T2
ticnal & S 4.5 12 . . 5.2 18
- Tradi - 2 4.8 <9 . 5.5 7. S
tional ’ - “Grand MeJn - 4.8 Grand Mean ¢ 5.1 5 -

A

An. ana]ysﬁs of‘variance was'run on these "data to test the hypothesis

s - ]

: that tnere i$ no d1fference in the att1tudes held by ch?ldren from non-

trad1t1ona1 and trad1t1ona1 homes towards the occupat1ona1 ro]e of the

adu1t.'qTab]e 6 presents ‘the resu]ts, | fﬁ:’  o s “
) oL : ' R : ) A A B
' "+ TABLE 6, - ' ‘ «
Analysis of Var1ance'of Ch11dren 's Test
Scores Towards Occupational-Roles of Adults
s F Test Significance Levels
o — - =
e T Occupational Scale: . -

. 4 oo s e L . o ’ E
Source of ’ - L Mean ™ : ' Signifjcance &
Variance - - °  DF * -Square F Test | Level * .
Sex B =+ ,030 - .004 _over .500

. Home K 1. 30.252. - o 3.489 .068

" _.Grade . -2 1.291 .149 over .500-
Sex x Home™" 1T 21.355; - 2.463 . - .123
Sex x Grade . 2" 6.364 .734 . .485 ,
Home x Grade 2 -, . 40.325 4.651 o .014*
~Sex x Home X Grade -.°. 2 - 730.029 - 3.464 7 .039%

4 *Signifﬁdant,at the .05 1éVe1 .
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"The null hypothesis'concerning occupational sca]e“nas retained across

all grades'and sexes. However, the p vaiue of .068 is indicative as it

’nwas on the social adu]t scale that there is more than chance operating

> The interaction of home x grage was Significant (p. 05) The home

kM

X grade interaction suggests that chi1dren from non- traditiona1 homes

seem to become less - stereotyped as they get older whereas children from

. traditiona1 homes seem to become more stereotyped

Tabie 5 shows the ‘means. from the traditiona1 and non- traditiona1

¢

_home enVironments broken down _according to grades It can be seen that.

.

the two groups significantiy diverge with age Oider chi]dren in the

-

non- traditiona] group scored higher indicating greater f]exibiiity in’ ‘L k4
ftheir attitudes towards occupationa1 ro]es for adu]ts _ The o]der tradi—
: tiona1 group scored 1ower than their younger counterparts indicating more

"occupationai ro]e differentiation according to-the-sex of the adult.

. The sex X home X grade interaction was found to be significant

(p 05) Tab]e 6 shows that non-traditional female scores are higher

.«

at second grade than they are at kindergarten and first: grade Oider

55 3

non-= traditiona1 giris give more non- stereotypica1 responses than do their

youngergpeers. The lower scores of kindergarteners and first graders in-

53

dicate more occupational role differentiation for aduits according to sex.

However the fo]]oWing trend appears as the non-traditiona1 female chiTd

1

gets older, Zhe sees more occupationa1 ro]es being appropriate for ‘both

| ma]e and femaie Traditiona1 giris fol]ow the pattern of the non- traditiona1

girls in reverse.. Non tradit onal kindergarteners scores start high drop--

' -

ping at first grade and again at second grade The 1ower scores of o]der
traditiona1 giris suggest that with age the traditiona1 gir1 become more -

se stereotyped and definite in occupationa1 ro]e differentiation according

b . SoLa 3
Y :

~

i
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‘to sex. ' .

-

Tab]e 5 aTso shows that nonatrad1t1ona1 males score higher and
therefore more non-trad1t1ona1 across the grades than did traditional
‘maTes. For both the non-traditional and traditional mé]es theih stohes
- remain re]ativeTy-unchanged from.kihdergarten to second grade. The hdn—
trad1t1ona1 maTes scores remained cons1stent1y high over the three years
as the trad1t1ona1 males scores rema1ned cons1stent1y low over the three
years. '

The soc1a1 ch11d sca]e ref]ects ch11dren s attitudes toward the k1nds
i of tasks and pTay appropr1ate for fema]e and ma]e children. The ch11dren
were asked, who can play W1th the: bTocks, a nurse's k1t etc The scoring
,‘ for th1i scale was: the same as for the social. adu]tvscaTe the h1gher

score represent1ng a non- trad1t1pna1 v1ew and the Tower scores a traditional

view. The mean att1tudes scores for the ch11dren on the soc1a1 child sga]e

‘are .presented in Table 7. . . - - *
- . <

“a

TABLE 7,

N

n ; _ Means ‘of Children's Test Scores o .

on Soc1a1 Ch11d Scale

. ®

Non-Traditional ) Trad1t1onad~wx_
grade . M =N M N
' Fémale S W 5 5.7 3
SR L X 7 30 5
2 6.0 . 3 26 5.
~ ‘ !f ' : Grand Mean, 5.0 Grand Mean - 3.8

g PPl
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R ST ABLE 7 (continued)
Grade M N . M N
Female K . 5.0 n 4.0 9
’ and 1 4.8 15 2.9 15
. Male 2 © 6.0 -8 . 3.0 -8
Grand Mean : 5.1 Grand Mean 3.0
.Gradef S . Female .V' ' Male
. Non-tradi- K & 50 ., 8 - 39 I
tional & 1. 3.8° 12 3.9 18 .
Traditional 2. ' 4.3 9 4.7 7. L
Grand Mean 4.2  Grand’Mean 4.0
~ An analysis of variance was carried out on the data to test the T - .
, _hypothesis that there is po difference in the attitude held by children
N from non trad1t1ona1 and trad1t1ona1 homes towa?ds the soc1a1 role of - ‘
.the chde._ The resuTts of the ana]ys1s of var1ance caTcuTatlons are
preséntéden-TabTe 8. | . | .
_ , o . .
) oo TABLE 8 - . S ~’1 )
. AnaTys1s of -Variance of ‘Children's Test Scores: ‘ :
N v e on Socidl Ch1Td Scale F Tests Levels . .
-~ - *'\;EE$E§‘Of R - Mean | " “significance
.o ~ Variantion * DF - Square F Test - . Leyel /
Sex . 1 655 .140 . .500
Home: 1 55.831 11.969 .. .002* °
“Grade - 2 2.625 . .563 over. .500
Sex x Home 1 7.392 . 1.628 .208
~ Sex x Grade 2 . 31063 .657 over -.500 T .
Home x Grade. 2. 5.294 1.135 : .329 . _ >
N Sex x Heme Xx Grade’ 2 - 8.717 - .. 1.869 IR 1 Ca
’ L& . - : L L
*% S1gn1f1cant at the .00 level - B

* Significant at the .05 Tlevel
S1gn1f1cant at thg .10 level

Te
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It is apparent from Table 8 that thé'hyb6tﬁgg{§ was rejected. On

~

"the social child scale home environment was .significant at the .002 Tevel. .

For all gfade'1eve1s an@ er both,Sexes children from non-traditional- .

homes scored significantly higher than did children from trad?tiona] homes.
‘The home factor had a much larger effect on this scale than it aid on the »
socia1vadu1t scale. However; the effect of the chi]d's éex on this éca]e

was much smaller than it was on the social adult. sca1e where the effect

'was found to be significant. A11 other main - effects and 1nteract1on effects

were non- s1gn1f1cant Hence, Ho 3 wh1ch Stated that; there is no difference

.1n the att1tudes he]d ,by ch11dren from trad1t1ona1 and.nen- trad1t1ona1 homes

toward the soc1a1 ro]e of ‘the' ch11d was regected

ro
Q

Total Scale T ) .m . b\~"

-
. N \ . [

.The mean qttitude'scokes‘for tHéfchi]dren on the subscales (socia]‘adu1t,‘ S

- social child, occupational) anq,phe total scale are pkesentéa in Table 9:-

N oW

© TABLE9

Méané of Children's Test Scores for Total Scale’

‘- : = Co * iE :
) . - , IS

. — - ; - Total

e " . | | ;' - : N oo . .Test
- Female - - Nontraditional ook 5 | 154
o - R . 7 21.0
; ~ 2 4 ' 28.2

L ) 'Grand Mean 21.6.

27.7
- 15.8
= 11,2,

|
|
|
|
|
\
|
Traditional
] |
.~ =~ Grand Mean 18.2 o

-

N — 2%
"'5 ororWw




TABLE 9 (continued)
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’ » N - Total Test.
Male Non-traditional K - 6 18.3
. 1 8 22.6°
2 4 ¢ - 22.2
. Grand Mean - 2101
Traditional K 6 9.0
- 1 10 _ 11.4
2 -3 ' 14.7
Grand Mean 11.7
‘Female Non-traditional K -1 16.9
and 1 15 22.0
Male 2 8 25,2
. Grand Mean . 21.1
Q’ 3 - - . “

Non- trad1t1ona1 Female K - 8 21.5
and : . ‘ 1 12 « 18.5
Traditional . 2 9 ' : 19.7
. : o . Grand Mean 19.2
Male - K012 15.7
) . -1 .18 17.0
' 2 7 18.5
. _Grand Mean 16.0

TOTAL SAMPLE .

An éna]ysis of variance was performed on the data from the total

scale.

¥ »

Ana]ys1s of Var1ance of Children's Test Scores on Tota]

: R o
This analysis is presented in Table 10.

TABLE 10

Sca]e F Test S1gn1f1cance Level

. Total Scale

Source of - Mean : A S1gn1f1cance
Variation DF- Square F Test ' Leve]
Sex S1 183.313 . 1906 A74
Home - 1 . '597.840 ©. 6.184 017%
Grade 2 - 12.912 0.134 over .500

. 19 - - _

R

no
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" TABLE 10 (continued)

Source of . : : : 0
Variation - DF -+« Mean . * Significance
: ‘ B Square - F Test - Level S,
~ Sex x Home ™ o 129.436 ..1.339 . .253
Sex x Grade S 2 ~ 67.896 ° - .702 - -over .500
Home x Grade , 2 : 244,864 2.533 ., .089.. -
Sex x Home x Grade . 77 7 293.356 3.034 .057 . C

* Significant at the .05 Tlevel ‘ ,_. 2 a %
Significant at the .10 Tevel ‘ "

The data from Table 10 suggests that home var1ab1e in this study was

_,s1gn1f1cant (p 02) For all. grades and for both sexes, “children from non-

traditidnal homes score s1gn1f1cant1y h1gher than ch1]dren from traditional

homes. The h1gher scores of children from non trad1t1ona1 homes indicate .

A1ess role d1fferent1at1on acgord1ng to .sex. These ch11dren were more f]ex—

A1b1e in the1r att1tudes in the perform1ng of social and" occupat1ona1 roles

by both the se?es Children from. trad1t1ona1 homes ref]ected the more trad1- o
t1ona1 role <tereotypes Roles were defined according to sex. Therevwas far
less cross sexua] ro]e ass1gnment by ch11dren in the, trad1t1ona1 group -

Data from the home x sex X grade 1nteract1on on the tota] sca]e JUSt

' failed to reach s1gn1f1cance. vHowever the p valye of .057 is indicative

.that there is more than chance operat1ng o, ST

‘Non- trad1t1ona1 girls in s%cond grade scored h1gher than their younger

non- trad1t1onal peers in k1ndergarten and first grade Among trad1t1&haJ .

girls the scores stead11y decreased from kindergarten to second grade The

‘mean scale of 27.7 for the trad1t1ona1 k1ndergarten fema]es is somewhat

‘.m1s1ead1ng as 1t is most 1nf1uenced by a h1gh mean score-13.3 on the soc1a1

adu]t.sca]e. (Table 9) The score: was arr1ved at by a smaT] samp]e of three

zo
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o

traditional kindergarten'gir1s whose SCores were 26, 9 and 5. The high
scoring of 26-by one'of the girls skewed the dotovand makes -a generalization .
from that size:sample ihappropriate. - , '
Among the boys the mean scores increased slightly at each grade level.
The influence of home environment was evident in the non-traditional boys'
"~"Eénsistently higher scores. . B - T
The interaction of home x grade also just failed to reach ‘'significance.
(p 09) . : | vb ’ e . f;
~The scores for non trad1t1ona1 ch11dren become conseout1Ve1y htgher
from k1ndergarten to first grade and to- second grade. In contrast the _
scores for tPad1t1ona1 children become, consecutively Tower k1ndergarten
through second grade Each gPoup, as -its. members grew o1der, apparent1y~
responded 1n a ch more cons1stent w1th the att1tudes of the role mode]s
in their home env1ronments ‘ 'N .\ e |
The findings of the study showed clearly that ch11dren from non- trad1t1ona1
tghbmes ho]d non-traditional attitudes toward sex roles. The home var1ab]e was
the most clearly d1st1ngu1shab1e on the SOC1a1 ch11d scale. Chi]dreh from
non-traditiona] homes heﬂd significantly djfferent attitudes (.002) about
activitfes'apbropfiate for both boys and girls than did those children from_‘
\trad1t1ona1 homes .. Non- trad1t1ona1 children felt both sexes cou]d play
w1th b1ocks, do11 houses , nurse 's k1ts, be neat and clean or. rough and strongA

-

Trad1t1ona1 ch11dren were more 1nc11ned to assign these tasks or behaviors

-~

~on the bas1s of sex: boys are - rough g1r1s are c]ean, boys pJay with b1ocks

o

~and, g1r1s w1th the Jurse 's k1t
. \.\ ~




~ task; ‘non-traditional children were more 1ikely to indicate, upon re-

LY

Nhen children gave a«sex1st responsé to a quest1on on this sca]e,
they were then asked if a child of the oppos1te sex could also do the
f]ect1on, that, they prohably could, whereas traditional children he]d
more consistently to their or1g1na1 response The researcher 1nterpreted

the traditional ch11dren s responses as being indicative of the1r stronger

_comm1tment to ro]e ass1gnments for themselves and other children accord1ng

to sex.. ,

On. the social adu]t scale and occupational sca1e home env1ronment
on]y approached s1gn1f1cance, social adult (.069) and occupat1ona1 ( 068)

A possible, exp]anat1on for the, larger effect of the home found on the )

o »

r'soc1a1 ch1ﬂd scale, is that in this 1nstance the ch11dren were bejing asked

to respond to questions that re]ated d1rect1y to the1r own. exper1ences

w1th ro]es and tasks In contrast the other two sca]es, soc1a1 adult and

Wy

occupat1ona1, requ1red the ch11dren to %nswer quest1ons about adu1t ‘behavior
AL,

w1th which- they m1ght not- have had direct exper1ence or know]edge For in-

stance, a ch11d 's.own parepts might never have purchased theatre t1ckets or

h ut down-a tree. S1m11ar1y, ch11dren m1ght never have seen or known about

the work of afsecretary, dance teacher or 1awyer ‘In fact,. dur1rg several .

of the interviews ch11dren asked me to c1ar1fy for them what a secretary and

o b

a Judge d1d

—
S =

Because of .the particular concerns this ra1sed about the effect1veness

of a11 of the’ quest1ons in the sca]e, I dec1ded to run an additional analysis °

: on spec1f1c 1tems Nine items from the soc1a1 adult scale were comp11ed into _A;

“househo]d tasks“ subsca]e These items were se]ected because they re1atedr

directly to tasks w1th wh1ch ch11dren cou]d be expected to have ‘had a]most

b
o,

da11y experqence in the1r home . ’ '.J. _ g
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behavior the ch11d is exposed to in the medra, in the commun1ty and at

. \]9

An analysis of variance was computed and a significant dtfference °
(.021) was found between traditional and non- tradithnaT chi1dren The
hon trad1t1ona1 ch11dren did see -adults of both sexes perform1ng house—
ho]d tasks whereas traditional ch11oren saw the task ass1gnments accord- . ¢

'

ing to the sex of the adult. The finding suggests that the 1nf1uence

c .

- of _non- trad1t1ona1 mothers is able to counter the barrage of stereotyp1ca1

N

school. ' | o : | I ‘
The greater significance of the home environment'variab1e on the
househo]d sca]e and the soc1a1 child sca1e Tends support to the notion

that young ch11dren are more decisive in the1r responses when they are

43

asked quest1ons ‘which draw upon the1r persona] concrete exper1ences

‘This notion is cons1stent W1th Piaget's conCept of a period of repre—

sentat1ve 1nte1119ence (1nc1ud1nq pre— and concrete operat1ona1 subper1ods):
The ch1}d,s ideas at.th1s.age (2 JW]) and level of. conceptua112at1on are
based upon7his observattens.and experiences. It is not,unt11~the child is
at a later stage of cognitive thought that he is ab]éeto‘genera1ize or
break away from concrete experiences as B way of "know1ng "

The ch11d s sex itself was 1nf1uent1a1 in determ1n1ng how- the ch11d

defined acceptab]e sex roles. On the soc1a1 adult scale, girls across all

" grades from a11 home env1ronments scored s1gn1f1cant1y (.047) h1gher than'

. gent trends for non- trad1t1ona1 and. trad1t1ona1 g1r1s as they deflned ap- -

their*ma1e counterparts. Thrs f1nd1ng corroborates the research stud1es
of others (Brown, 19565 Emmerfch, ]964)»that young gir1s.are more f]uid
in their role ass1gnment and do less sex- typing than boys.

~On ‘the occupat1ona1 sca]e grade 1nteracted w1th home to gstab11sh diver- L J

’

propriate occupatlonal roles for adults. The pattern of responses for the ~
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]

-non-tradftional gir1s,'as thet become o1der, indicated that they saw more
occupat1ona1 ro]e poss1b111t1es for both men and women It appears, from
-these trends, that both groups as they age, rep11cate the: att1tudes ot
their mothers, trad1t1ona1 girts- become more ‘sexist and non- trad1t1ona1
girls more non-sexist.

This pattern is consistent with_other studies (Hartjey;,1959; Brown,
1956) that suggest that girls, when they oome‘to school, have less fixed

. attitudes about female sex roles., The schoo] years seem to .be the time

. when these attitUdes bégin to take shape and they‘continue to deVeTop'unth:’

: ~puberty Therefore, it is not surprising that this study found a greater
change in sex ro]e att1tudes for the fema]e than for the ma]eoch11d

The pattern for the boys from both home enV1ronments on the occupat1ona
al scale was more consistent than for the girls. The1r scores 1ncreased .

'on1y s11ght1y from k1ndergarten through f1rst to sécond grade 'however,

'; home enV1ronment did- make a d1fference in the“scor1ng ~Non-traditional - -~

l boys scored consistently higher than dld trad1t1oﬁa1 boys. The higher the
score the more non-traditional the attitude. This greater consistenqy of
‘the boys' ;esponses across the grades is corroboratedvby other hesearch,

~ (Brown, 1956; Hartley, 1959) These studies»suggest that boys' sex rotes
attitudes are so11d1f1ed ear11er because they rece1ve spec1f1c and d1rect
instruction about what is appropr1ate for them to th1nk and do. Boys are
-expected to exhibit "male" " behav1or 1n the bre schoo]l years and a“e'ponished'

* for non-masculine behavior. If this, then, is the case, their responses on

the occupational role scale would be consistent over the grades, for.by the

time they enter school theyihave had ample time -to develop "male" behaviors, |

interests -and attitudes.

[
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< On the-socia]fadu]t scale girls across,all grades and from all home
' .environments scored'significant1y'highervthan‘their ma]evcounterparts;
However, th1s finding must be’ taken W1th caut1on By first»grade'ut“adi—

tional girls were a1ready beg1nn1ng to narrow role poss1b111t1es for adu1ts

and by second grade they scored more trad1t1ona11y than did their trad1t1on-

. a] ma]e'counterparts. Th1s f1nd1ng shou1d suggest to educators and parents.

thattthe encouragement and,re1nforcement‘of.mu1t1p1e ro]es for g1r1s ought v

to begin'no 1ater than kindergarten to insure that the range of options re-
: & Lo :
"ma1ns as fluid and d1verse as poss1b1e

A

’ Among the trad1t1ona1 boys in th1§ study, narrow ro]e opt1ons for adu]ts

P

© were a]ready ev1dent at k1ndergarten and for, boys, then, teaching shou]d be-
© 'gin in the ear11er pre -school years Pre schoo] educators need to acqua1nt

- . themselves w1th the research on sex ro1e deve]opment (Fau]s, 1956 Hartup

‘s

and Zook, 1960) wh1ch c1tes the pressures on the very young boy to act and
think 11ke a ”ma1e“ A r1g1d att1tude is a1ready estab11shed by age f1ve

. ahd - 1n+ervent1ons wh1ch cou]d reverse th1S‘%rend must pe made much ear11er

What' is ev1dent1y needed by both sexes is mqre exposure to non- stereo— .

typ1ca1 adu1t ro]e mode1§ in the schoo] curr1cu1um Adu]ts exh1b1c1ng d1-

“verse role models can and do prOV1ae ch11dren with behaviorg, asp1rat1ons

-

and socia] roles. For examp]e, Kagan (1969) th~nks the reason the boys as—e

~

pire toward careers |n the arts and 5c1ences 1s that they have amp1e mode]s
of men in these pos1t1ons He fee]s the child is. more 11ke1y to imitate a
mode1 1f he perce1ves the person {o haVe s1m11ar attr1butes——1n this case,

-




G%rlszobviOusly'have not had an abundance of similar appropriate )
“models to imitate. We a11 kriow that in the past talented women have‘noti f. : :’ T
been found in. profess1ona1 pos1t1ons . Gtr]s in‘particu]ar, but also Boys," |
need exposure to -wwen who are: 1ndependent creatiye,-and proactivehin
order to d1spe1 the <tereotypes of what is acceptable fema1e behavior.
In add1t1on ~they ne=1 exposure to women who have non- trad1t1ona1 careers
; - in order to expand their. understand1ng of wrat women ‘can accomp11 h
If we ‘expect children to see women as suc\essful and competent we

Fl ) [}

’ must provide them multiple mode]s of actua] persons. Boys shou1d a‘so
-

. l-w

be exposed “to hear1ng teachers encourage g1rls to asplre to prestlg1ous. .

. careers and to mode11ng the behav1or of these SUccessful women. ‘

.
~

As. 1mportant as such except1ona1 mode]s would appear to be, the pre-

Sent resu]ts suggest the greatest 1nf1uences én ch11dren s self- esteem, o R .
v - need for ach1evement and career asp1rat1ons are the day to day mode]s they ;
¢ - ; "} " N N ) » -

i a »

encounter* o L e s , , _ - -
Guttentag s (1975) study co]1aborates th1s not1on In p11ot1ng a s1x .

F“

. ~‘week non(sex1st curr1cu1um w1th over 1 ,000 ch11dren in three age groups
5, 10 and 14 she found that only’ when teachers comb1ned enthus1asm w1th . T hﬂ
exterfsive use of non- sex1st muter1a1s were they successfu] 1n changlng the

: ch11drens att1tudes Exposure to non- set1st 1essons a]one were not enough
[ . ) . N -
' }to change trad1t1ona1 jdeas and behav1or e .o®

. ¢ X L\. * .
Teachers also néed to become aware of the klnds of responses they makey "
x{ﬁ

toward ch11dren whi.ch d1scr1mznate on “the bas1s of sex After obserV1nga

~ 7 e

.7§y'-A : 15 pre 'schoo] c]asses, Serb1n and 0' Leary (1975) found that tearhers attended

more to a boy S behav1or regard]ess of it Ee1ng good or d1srupt1ve than they

o - . -

did to a g1r1s. Teachers responded three t1mes=as often to act1rn out boys ‘

I




.
-

2%

~than to act1ng aut girls, and reor1manded the boys

L .
> ® " . v [T

Fad ' ' ¢
i ' T . ¢
3 1oud1y and in pub]ic.
In contrast ‘when %ﬁb teachers d1d respond to g1r1s it was a‘brief, fuiet
repr1mand wh1ch others couldn't hear The k1nds of behaV1ons that gir¥s

used and were most success1u1 i gaining the {eacher S attent1on were .

withdrawal: and dependency Teachers daily were rewarding the behavior

- a

of ma]es to be aggness1ve and fema]es to be égss1ve and dependent--a

behav1or pattern which for girls is counter productive to deve]op1ng ,
cognitive and prob]em so1v1ng Sk1]]o ‘ N '
SeX1sm in educat1on is a contrad1ct1on of the va]ues 1nherent N gy

human1st1c education. Such edﬁgat1on attempts to ‘educate ch1Jdren accord-

,1ng to the]r potent1a1, resohrcés and 1nterests In rea11ty,.human19n

does not ex1st 1f ‘the educator’estab11shes 1earn1ng goals and act1v1t1es

© u o

-.for ch11dren according to sex. F€11ure to deve]op fema]e potent1a1——a cf

g

cond1tnon which, accord1ng to th1s study, starts ear]y iR” the _youny ch11d -

A

schoo11ng——1s sure1y a great 1o§s of humap resources“j At the same ;1me, :

[}

the narrow]y def1n1ng acceptab]e behavior for boys also 11m1ts the1r opt1ons

as adu]ts _.That changes in pedagogy and the curr1cu1um minht a1ter thIS ‘

.,

s1tuation are. strongly suggested by th1s study N ‘ s o,

Py
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