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- IMPACT OF TELEVISION ON CHILDREN

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1976
U.S. Senate,

CoymyiTTEE 0N COMMERCE,
Salt Lake City, Ulah.
The comnittee met at 9 a.m., in_the Utah State Office Building
Auditorium, Salt Lake City, Utah; ~on. Frank E. -Moss, presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT BY SENATOR MOSS

Senator Moss. The hearing will come to order. :

"This is a hearing of the Communications Subcomimnittee of the Com-
mlerce Committee of the U.S. Senate.-

“Today the committee comnes to Salt Lake City to hear the views of
the people of Utah on the impact of television on our Nation’s children.

Television is an all-pervasive influence in our society; 99.9 percent
of American homes have one or more television sets. An American
honie is more-likely*to have a television set, than a bathtub. A

In-1974, an average American family of five or more persons watched
nppro.\'immcly 61% hours of -television a week. An American child
born today will, by age 18, have spent more of his or her life watching
“the tube” than any other single activity except sleep:. In 1974,
children aged 2 to 5 watched an average of 26-hours, 16 minutes of
television a-week; children age 6 to 11, an average of alinost 24 hours
a week. . ‘

 Television ‘is a_“mirror” on the world- for children. But is it an

aceurate nirror? Is the world really as sick with gratuitous violence,
crime, and: sexual exploitation as TV tells us or owr children? Is
the world really as lacking in love, decency, and understanding as TV
represents?

I'don’t think it is. It certainly doesn’t reflect, the life of my family,
friends or constituents. The people of Utah have worked" hard to
give their children a better world than this. Yet, . this is-the life view
which television, with stark regularity, has been conveying to our
youth.

Scientific research has confirmed what our commonsense tells us;
children are affected in their development and behavior by what the
see on television. There is now general agreement within the research
community that repeated exposure. to violent television programing
can have an adverse effect on children. The Surgeon General’s expert
advisory panel-reported to our Senate committee in. 1972 that “the
casual relationship between televised violence and antisocial behavior
is enfficient to warrant appropriate and immediate remedial action.”

The-broadcast industry, to its -credit, has finally responded with
strengthened industry self-regulation and standards for programs and

Staff members assigned “to this hearing. Joseph Fogarty, Nicholas Miller,
and James Graf. ‘

(1)
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advertising amied at dhildien. Thope we will hear more of these efforts
and their results from all of our witnesses today.

In particular, the committee hopes that all the witnesses this morn-
ing will give us the benefit of their views on the responsibilitics of
television o diildren and its suecess in meeting those responsibilities
to date. Most importantly, we hope tu-hear how citizens in Utah kave
attelupted-to bring theit concerns to the attention of their local broad-
casters and the.response which they have received. * ’

Before hiearing our first panel of witnesses, 1. wish to emphasize
that the committee is here to listen. We have, in .my judgment, an
eacellent cruss section of colnmunity opinion, interested television
broadeasters, as well as concerned parents, religivus leaders, educators
and- public officials. All deserve o full -and fair opportunity to be
heard, and all will have it. ’

Televisivn, as Iindicated, has the greatest potential of 2ay medium
for goud ot ill. By talking abuut the problems, I don’t wish to.indicate
that there aren’t many very great advantages that come to our
children. through television.

IV teaches things to children at a very early age. Their advantage
vvel'my genetation is immense. Tn my youth, we had to learn mainly
through words. And it is hard for a child to get the facility with words
to begin to visualize and conceptualize-things that can now. be-laid-.
out visually vn the television set. This i> an immens¢ advantage and
gets-children-into - wide-range eaperiences-even befure they can read.

Out grandchildren are learning to read through “Sesame Street”” long
before they-even go to kindergarten. :

Sy we are greatly concerned with how this marvelous medium is
used—Dboth for good and bad.

We have asked several ountstanding witnesses tu vome here this
morning and talk with us. We invited the views of Dr. Victor B. Cline,
a professur-of psychology at the Thiversity of Ttah, who has dore-a
great deal of research v television progianing and children’s behavior
He is une of the untstanding authorities in_the United States. Unfor-
tunately, Di. Cline could not be hiere personally this morning, but he
has furnished- the committee with a statement setting forth. his
opinions on the activities of television. This will be printed in our
record in full 50 that it will be available to everyone.!

Senutor Moss. Owt first panel of witnesses this morning comes
from-the religions commmunity here in ow State. We ask these witnesses
to come forward ad ~it in the chairs at the table immediately before
me,

We are delighted that these people were able to come.

Eliler Thomas Monson of the Council of the Twelve of the LDS
Chart: had ‘planned to be hete. But heway unable to come because
of o conflicting assignment.  Tlowever, Heber Wolsey, assistant
director for public communications of the Church of the LDS, is
here. The other members of the panel include the Reveirend -Otis
Charles the Episcopal bishop of -the State of Utali, Sister Patricin,
principal of the Glass Learning Center, Rev. Jay . Confair of the
Wasatel Presby terian Chutel, and the Reveremd Donald Proctor
of the Bountiful Community Church.

We welcome you all before the committee. Sister -Patricia, would
you hegin?

8o . B0,
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STATEMENTS OF HEBER G. WOLSEY, 'ASSI,STANT DIRECTOR FOR
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS, CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF THE
LATTER-DAY- SAINTS, RIGHT REV. OTIS CHARLES, EPISCOPAL <
BISHOP FOR THE STATE OF UTAH, SISTER PATRICIA, PRINCIPAL,
BISHOP GLASS LEARNING CENTER; REV. JAY H. CONFAIR;
WASATCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, AND REV. DONALD PROCTOR, _
BOUNTIFUL COMMUNITY CHURCH :

. _ Sister Patrrcta. 1T -understood this was going to be televised so
I brought u ehart.

Senator Moss. We are glad to have the ehart.

Sister Patricia. So at some point [ will show.the-chart.

Senator Moss. That will be fine.

Sister: Patricia. T am approaching this whole topic from the view-.
point of an educator. In education we always begin with ‘the child.
We look at.the child and we ask. What does the child need to be what,
he has .the potential to become? We develop the program that will
best meet these needs. :

Our topic today is television, what impaet it has on a child. Does
television meet the basic needs of the ¢hild? If the child spends a
great deal of time watching the television, is he going to reach the

" fulfillment of his potential? ' ’

Before we can answer these questions, let's go over the basic needs
of the person. Let’s take a look at what we call his basic needs for any
person to grow or to develop into a self-directed, a-self-fulfilled person,

In-speaking about basic needs, one can break them down into-five
categories: Phy«ical, emotional, intellectual, social, and religious.
Butin this chart 1 have wsed more detail in explaining the dovelop-
ment of the personhood of the individual hecause in-television-y ou are
talking about what makes him a person and what des clops him-into
that person. .

So what are these needs for-a happy, noimal, w cll-balanced person? >

I"'begin-at the top there with love. To fulfill the need for love in any
person we musthear it, see it, feel-it. We must be with others. ‘People
must actually say, “I love you.” People must want to- be with you.
They aceept you just as-you ure. :

The physical or body “needs afe food, shelter, rest, and: exercise.
Security, he does not live in fear, his mind is at rest.

The mind is not given more than it can handle. A child’s mind cau
handle the child’s problent, not an adult problem.

We 2o on to-the ~elf-inlage. We listen to him, talk to him, we praise
and help and love hini. He knows he is important. You-have tokd him
he-is important. .

So if you are loved, if y ou hava y our pliysical needs met, if you have
security, if: vou have a good self-image, then you are rendy to com-
municate. So we have the communication need there.

You cun take other spots into your own mind. Yon can listen and
not be afraid. You can share what-you know with others. You xnow.
you have something to share, and there is great joy in sharing.

And so you go on to social. The social needs. ‘Able.to play games,
not being afraid of a group. There is lots of give-and-take in a group

- and lots of sharing.

> - ’ .
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Yon go on to imagination. The imagination develops. One cin
dyenm. We all must dieam. Only hien yonbegin sceing things as we
want them to be, will there be change. Tu imagining many times: we
are alone, ) .

Su the child must learn to be alouc, to be able to gntertain himself,
to be satisfied with who he is. <

Let’s go on to curiosity. This is how he learns. His mind is alert
to somothing vutside himself. He begins to ask questions. How?
What? When? We must explore them for ourselves.

We-go-on to judgment. There is a very basic need for judgment
it n person. One needs to-be able to judge for himself, able to look
at both sides of a situation and able to make a choice.

Now, the need for God, that there is something greater than
himself and that person is God: We all have a- basic need: for great
love, great dependence amd great strength. Whatever name you
give it, there is someone beyond ourselves.

Su 1 have taken these basic needs, whether we are talking about
television. books, radio, there are basic needs in a person that must
be fulfilled.

And I secondly go on to. our lives are lived in tinie. The hours,
the minntes, the day is where these needs are met and T ask the
question. Wlat is the child’sday ? What i~ his schedule? For the clukl
in school, school takes up 6 to 7 hours,

The child i~ under the parents’ supervision amd care probably
ouly & o 6 hours a day. "This is very hittle time especially when, we
know that the parents are the primary educators of the children.

‘The most, lasting values are given to children-by their-parents.

Now we go with the needs. We know there is time available. We
know that parents are the basic teachers of these children.

So I ask the question. What happens-if pavents are not available
at this time? This is prime time for parents. So parents are not at

o, if children are- not busy in someway, the only American past-

titne for the present is television. It is day “and night. In many homes,
television-takes the place of parents.

i other words, television is trying to fulfill the needs of our children.
Aud 1 ask you. Is this possible? Again, T think somectimes we think of
studies that have or have not been made. There-is no need to make
a stady to find out what the basic needs of a child are. It has been
done for over 2,000 yeatrs. So it was done long befure television took
over in our homes and these needs are just the sane.

So just glancing back at that chart, Tet's take love, the greatest
loxve is need. for feeling love and being loved.

Just taking -the-physical nead of eaercise, it is not possible to get
eaercise il we are sitfing 3 or 4 honrs in front of the television set.

_We just made n study this week in our own aren and'it i> about §
hours a_day that-they are watching television.

Security, I think the problem of vivlence, fear, crime, that’s on
this television, and we know from. studies that children cannot anen-
tally, emotionally handle these problems.

Self-image, connmmnication, social needs, we know from watching
television that there is pretty much of g poassive atiosphere. So these
needsare not fulfilled.

The imagination T say perhaps there conld be Sbnie development
of the unagination if he tnLca ftom the television and uses what he
hng, what he has.found there. .

3]




Curiusity, yes, that could lead to further question, toanore develop-
ment if he asks the right questions. .

Judgment, is his judgment developed? With diréction, if there is
someviie thete to evaluate that program, perhaps judgment could be
developed. : .
_ God, agaiii il God is made prosent, if life is presented more than just
getting all Tcan get ont of it for myself. But T think-here we should

. give some thought to the commerdals whicle take up a great Jeal of
. television. .

And have you noticed that practically all of thew are self-centered.
It is my cary it is my shampoo, it is my trip. There is not tov much
community of other centers.

So now let's stop and let's think. What.do we want our children:to
becoine? We want Lappy, normal, well-balarmeed chililren, We must

give them only 'that which will foster this in them.

[ believe that today ‘s television has forgotten who we are serving.
We-are-~erving Liuman beings with haman needs. And these haman
beitg~ ate naade for something much greater than materialism, criae,
and violence, °

o We are seatdhing people, we are hoping to help-.people who are

searching for truth and we all have a natural longing for the good.

Su | feel the real tingedy is that we are not using this wonderful
invention piopetly. Instead of 1aising the standards of the mind and
body, we are lowering these standards in many. instances. i

A fiightening thing that also Lappens with television is that child
imitation takes place. Ther was an artide in Saturday Review writ-

_ ter by Notman Cousins ardhe told of a second grader who went home
; from schoo! with Lis 1eporcoard-with a low grade. And his father was
- very upsef B

And thhiftle boy said, “Daddy, I can take care of that. I saw it on
television the other day . All we have to do is gitve my teacher a box of
candy and shoot. a little poison in the piece of candy."”

Yeo. They imitate uml thiere are many, many stories of this nature.
Sote have gone through the imitation and made it a reality.

So T just have some closing questions and T say. Do you have
childien? Do-you kuow yout children? Do youknow what they need
in ondet to.be people of deep conviction,. tounded  personalities,
strong beliefs and healthy attitudes? 1€ yow really hnow and if you
want ouly the best for your children,. then Switch, Kojak, FBI,
Hawaii FF11¢-0, and Adam-12, and other stories that deal with crime,
violenee, killing total disrespect for -the Tuman person will not. e
allowed in your home.

You mnust look carefully through the TV Guide. You must know
what your children are watching. They are your responsibility.

How do we put a stop tu the corruptness of-today’s television?

You wiite your TV statious, your Senators and your Congressmen
and you don’t give up until there is a change.

Thank you. .

Semator Moss. Thank you.

_ Did yonsay that. you found from your suryv ey of the Class Learning

Center that the childien were watching an average of 5 hours a day

of television? )

“Sister Parnicia. Yes. ;

>
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I interviewed about 50, But the average is 5 hours, ves,

Senator Moss, For 3 Lout~ a duy, does u parent really have an
nppu)lmnl\ to congiol the programs that get to the children?

Sister Paviacia, That was one of qm«lluns and my judgment. is
nlmut 5 percent of the parends hnow they are watching then,

Seratol Moas, That's of cout=e, something that pu//lu s all,
llm\ do we get muore parents"1o aceept thy full 1esponsibility of the
direction of their children? Aud vet television is so petvasive that it
st readly practical for even committed families to totally control
what children wateh on television.

Sister Patsaca. | would say there is television to be watclied,

Senator Moss., IT youcan get them on the rizht cliannel.

Sister Patnicia. Yes. You have to be ~elee tive. And 1 also feel that
somte familics lave sucli a hadit of television, that you are going to
have to work for a \\Inh i langing that habit and giving lhcm
something-else hesides television.

You gu into a hote, and the unl\ o ersation vouw ight hear is:
Wl (Immn(l do sou want weat?” So, 1 think we hiave to do some-
thing to change the pattern.

Settor Mosa. The Drowdcasters, as part of theit self-regulation.
efforg to improve this setap- have instituted” “the family viewing
period,” whi¢h.i~ the iirst 2 hours of prime tinte.

Huvegyou monitored those progains, |nllll| wlarly to see whether
they xcnll\ are family oriented-programs?

Sister Paruaera, Toan't sy that T have watchied a lot of television.
I feel sonme of the family progranps-ate not the ideal Tumily situation,

It tepreseuts the |m|vnt~ sumetines as not being the parents that
1 would want for these children.

Senator Moss, You were critical of the commerdials on childrens’

television and the-materialisimi thes teach ehildren,

‘Do you foresee any way to deal with this probliem?

Sister Paricra. Well, 1 have read and 1 have heard that, to put
all of these commetdals at one part of the show, perhaps.

Senator Moss. That's been tried by somes of the European
broadeasters.

Sister Pargicr,. This would ‘be one answer,

Senator Moss Well, T take it and T st not pmluw' this, because
we have <o many withesses 1o heat you believe mach needs Lo be
ratigged i the programing el so it will serve the prapose of helping,
lulhm than warping our children. -Is that right?

Sister Pariacty. 1 feel that there is ~uch freedom given 16 the
children in watching television, their own sets in thiir own bedrooms
they can go i there i turn that ong and watelany adult program,
any crime, And | 'hml\ this is very, very (Ivllnn(\nlul res,

S0 it~ the parents’ obligation, [t's the television prodacers’ olplwu-
tion; and 1 say that something-has to e done.

Senator Moss, Oue other thing T onr afllient sodiety 2 |ol» of
fupilies do provide a separate television for the (hild, So the child-
has access to o television by himself,

Sister Parrtera, Yes, There isa lot of freedom,

Senator Mouss. That was excellent, Siater, awd T appreciate you
providing: this chart.

| i
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The Rt. Rev. Otis Charles, Bishop Charles, we are very pleased: to-
have you, sir, and we will ask you now to give us your testimony.

Bishop CriarLks Thank yvou. ‘

T would like to hugii by “eapressing appreciation fou the fact,that
this hearing is> tuking place becatuse one of the constderations we need
to keep in mind is that we have moved into a new age, a new time.
And you Senator Mosa have used the word “pervasive™ in terms of
the availubility of television to all the people.

That is one of the realities of the present moment. But, also, [
think.we need to be aware of the fact that we have pussed from an old
niode of communicativii into o nes one. The impact we experienced
as a-result of printing, and what it did to the-formation of the society
Ain which we live is just as true of. television. #

If: you trace the Instory of communication, the printing press,-und
the availability of books brought a whole new world into being.

[tis seen in the esperience of nationalisur, which we live with today,
that could be traced as the result of the printing press and the mech-
tnization of that kind of communication shating. radio ad movies.

So, now we move into this new medium for cothlunnication, and it
too will radically transforns’ the world in-whicli we live. And we have
only been with it for about 25 years.

People from North Dakota tell me that it has been within the last
10 1o 15 years that television lias been availuble to all the people in
outlying parts of the country..

It’s a new kind of expericnce, and we are alinost deafl -and mute in
the midst of this experience, hecause we are trying o restructure gur
lives.uround-it. So, I suspect that we will continue to have a ot of
ain. And thereis going to be a lot of growing ns we get at this question.
ch will need to do a lot more tulking of this sort.

There is no doubt that there i> an imitative fact w be considered
with television.in relationship to children.

Another story which illustrates what Sister Putricin wus saying, u
teacher from Price told me that one of the things she had to deal with
i L fifth-and siath grade classes was the teler ision-itspired desire
of thic children-to'be Wung Fu eaperts,.and the impact this had-upon
the other children in.the class, upen her-as a teacher, and upon the
building, because the; .all thought they, could level dvors umI'Lllnc other
childreit,. and sonie oi- them got lurt in=the process.

So yowhave-that imitativ e quality, T think it alse has to be acknowl-
edged that television has-an impact upoun our sty1é of life. I would
-question the inngge-that is given of the kiwd of life that we would hope
people might he living. . ) o

This i seen in the soap operas, whic-fill the day. 14 is also seen in
the very narrow slice of life reflected in TV programing.

The latest Time mngusing ~ay s that 26 of all the shows on television
are cop-type stories, law-and-videt stoties. And so we have n situation-
in which the perspective of what life can be is much too limited.

The notion that you can have u family hour-and control television
that way scems poititless. Chilldien don’t go to bed at 9 o'ddock. They
are watching the late-might shows.

One of the things u teacher will tell you is that the children in their
classes don’t get (o bed at a reasonable hour. They are up watching
TV Tor a good long time in the evening. The-whole spectrum of what's
on television is available to themn.

+
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Thereis o kind of vidence that Twould like to consider. And T-think

it’s these issues that 1 would prefer to focus on, rather than the
nature of the programing, not o deny that that's.imporiant.

The violence that -is done to family life as> a result of television.

Tn iy own family eaperience, for instance, T know that when the

television is broken, we tend to function differeatly as a family unit
and do different kinds of things than shen the television is there.

When televisioneis there, it becomes an integral part of our every day
living experience. That's not televigion’s fault. Tt just neans that there
i> o new factor in our life that svméhiow wehave to learn how to deal
with and it does-a kind of violence to our family life.

Also, there are personal needs and T don’t think-we can lay all of
thie blamezun televisivn progiaming. I think that there is some kind
of need which T don't understand, but which Artlur Miller describes
s -the idiot and the murderer within us, eacl one of us. In his play,
“The Fall;” he speaks abont this. And somehow, there is a need for
vivlence and we respond to that in ways> which could be described as
family ways. J

The vther myining, Jiin Hai tz and-Gene Shalit ~aid ina conversation
about the phrase “Kill the umpire” in buseball, that they had the

sense that it's just a nice word, but in hockey, Jiin Hartz said-he had

the sense they really meant it:

We have a need within us for violeuce. That is sumething we have
to deal with outside the television rehlity.

Foousing on the subtler aspects of yviolence and what happens to us,
I think thet we are moving into a new world for mc%J by television,
amd that it is bringing us to have to deal with educytiyn in different
ways. ‘ / .

ne of the realities in which we are going to liayé 10-begin to train

ourselves and our children, is living in a world of #hdite.

Tn the past, in owr communities, we-coukl limit-loice more easily
than we can today. Television itself is built ot the basis of choice.

L go wild with my kids watching television, pecause they are not
only back-and forth from chanuel to channel, hiat during commercial

time,, they are flipping this way and-that. So,it’s a.constant putting.

together of the prograwm. Tliey ‘uie programing the whole thing them-
selves. Jt's a kind of master console that they, ne working with and it’s
eapressive, the necessity to learn how toyake choices. The world in
which we live is pluralistic. That can by, hud. But T also think it.can
have very positive qualities for us. £/

Television brings us directly into a \\i/ll(l of multiple choices where
we have to make the connections a yo fin e to lentn liow to decide
what is good and had. . : / ‘ ) )

[ don't believe the world’is more vfless yiolent than it wasbefore. 1

‘

think if we traced histoty, we would fjud that people have always had.

to learn how to deal with violence

But we are being impacted with violence in a new way and it’s
not in terms of television prograpding.

If you want to-deal with“cofumuticatign and violence and whnt's

liappening to our childien, i{hcn [ -think you have to deal with the

violence within us, the real vivlenee to which they are eapused nightly,;
the news. ‘

"The Vietnam war i» theexminple we Lave all just lived through, and
that_gives-us an example of how owr children are able to deal with
rcnnt,y in constructive Arays.. ’

<
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My own childven were not committed to wars as o résult of that war.

They were comniitted to peace, ns o result of it. 1 think we saw a whole .
generation of young.peouple brought up on televisivn programing » ho .
were comnitted to peace, and who had o major impact npon Auierican

politics as a result of - that commitment to peace. L

So'if. you want to look at vioienct, is it in the programing or is jt-in
‘the news? What happens to people who see direct, live,-the shooting of -
a-person. . ' -

Oswald, that, was Sunday morning programing, watching' that
event live. There is violence. Selma is another example of +iolence on .
the evening news. We know what happened as a result of that.

We have seen the violence, the verbal violence. But we have seen
other kinds of violence in Boston as a resultof the busing, .

We see the violence-in Barcelona. We are dealing-instantancously
with<v;hat people dv to other people. We see the violence of our
treatment of handicapped pevple on -documentary films, -of how
older people‘are treated in nursing homes and institutions.

‘We see violenee done to the poor. So, I am not sure that the greatest
thing we -have to-deal with is programing, or whether we have to
really get at these problems of the violence in our own life.

Inarccent book, “I Know It When- I-See It,” Michael Leach offers

- aview that identifies the problem and suggests that we are taking

\S N
steps fo cure the prohlem:

. T'think it's witchhunting to blamne violent-movies at the theater or on TV
for our violent world * * * 'y sure the family 1s a far greater factor than the
television sct in the family rowma, What ..ornics me 1s not the possibility that

brital wminies lead tu a vivlunt w orld but the probabihty that a-violent world ~
leads o bratal movies whoest cumalative effget-1y to condition us to aceept that -
violent world as it is, .

«  He é{,mch).contimlcs:

We miist affirm something. of vur vivlence, and learn to deal.with it.* * *
Our choiec is between love and hate, hope and dispaor, fath and fear, And our
growing distress vver the glonficd images of hate on the sereen may be an im-
portant step toward makimg love a vivid reality in onr everyday world. .

My kids scem able to make a distinction between reality and:
Tantasy. When their wothet saya. “Why are you watching that hor-,.,_ ...
rible. sonp opera?” they will say. “Tt's‘just make-belicve. It's just

~rstoky. Don’t get s0 excited.” .

Now, Ewon’t pretend-to know what the nltimate impact is going to
be on them. All'T am saying is that I think that the deeper impact
ha~ been from that whicl is reality and the violence of that reality.

And, récently, Dr. Thomas, the superintendent of schools in this
city, said we needed to begin to deal with ethics and morals in the
school curtienlum, . ‘ T
I belicve:that’s tiue. 1 believe that's a diffivelt thing to tackle, be-

cause of getting into the problems of. church and State. But I believe
that-that’s really where it has got to be. I would like to close with.one

‘example. , . ) ]
S amo said that the revolntion vame to.Indonesia a5 a result of
Amerigan movies, .

I had difficulty undevstanding that, because he was talking about
Clark Gable and movies that didu’t seem very revolutionary to me.
. But what he was saying was that {)cuplc in Indonesia, through Ameri-
can moyies, saw-a way of life, and they wanted to buy into that way
o
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. of life, but they didn’t-linve, necess to it. And out of the frustration of ‘
that desire, camne-to revolution. . . :
T think we have sumething of the same thing going on with tele-
vision, and I think this may be one of the strougest impacts upon
hildren today, the frusttation that cumes of not hasing ready aceess
o a kind.of life that.is being shown as goud, desitable, and open to
any people. ] . )
Ny, L-think that just through the aceessibility of television, we are
creating a deep frustration within peopic, whicl is based upon the
factfthat they wonld Hke to have acess to the American life that is
porfrayed for them.
‘khey don’t have access-to that life. The thing that mmay be most
detn’num_nl, is'that televisiun suggests there are way » to-get that life-
violenthy. . o
Senator Moss. Thank s ou. Reverend Charles, for that very-interest-
ing and illusive discussion of the probien:. .
You said jour children.could discesn TV as fantasy. But they are |
- older—whit age are they? .
Rev. Cuariks. That statement would be at this minute when they
-are at the collegeilevel. The oldest is 23.
And television- first came into our life in about 1959, or a little
carlier than that, maybe 1956. So for all intents and purpuses, they
have grown up with television. ' .
And all Lan suy 15 that T don’t know what they would have been
if they hadn't had television. But they scem to be fairly healthy and-
they do seem to be able to sepurate fact from fantasy. The thing that
inakes the greatest impact on thetn is fact which they get from

television. .
Senator Moss. We read the outery that “Johuny can’t read aiy-
more.” Du you think this loss of reading and writing Skills among
our-young people is the fault of television?, ‘ 3
Rev. CuartEs. I think you would have to gyvaluate that in differént
ways. I would hope that everybody would have the abiiity to read’
and wiite. Out youngest daughiter, however, has nu interest in hooks.
She's vriented to ty v ision. But I am not sute that that's totally bad.
I think that vne of the tranendous uppurtunities we-have is to ust
N television i a whole new lemuing eaperience. And when there is
sumething that can't be found Jearnedy in that way, to go after it in
anuther. I would luve iy danghter to read Dickena. But'T just think
that’s another world. :

Senator Moss. T think you mentivned that our society is-deaf and |
mute with the advance of TV. )

Rev. CHaRLEs. Tn-the seiise that we don't know how to deal with

this situation. ] ’

That is actually o McLuhan pluase and 1 think McLuhan states
it ns well a5 any connmentator -of whom 3'm aware. Basically he is
saying that culture was totally acoustical,. the whole universe is
shere the lentning tovk place. With printing it hecame more and
10T UATTOW, N ‘

Today with television, it is hecoming mote and more expnnsive
and we don't know how to function. Su, deal and mute in not knowing
liow to function in the world. 1t is a new world. v

«  Senator Moss. Thank you véry much. .o
All of these contributions are su interesting. T am indlined to have
dinlog rather than go on. But we have others that we want to hear.

Ry,
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Heber Wolsey . the associate anaging Jirector -of publiccommuni-
cations of the Church of Jesua Clist of Latter-day Saints. We will
ask vou to go ahead now,

Mr Wousky. Since, in our belief, the family i the most important
organization in society, it i understandable that ‘we are highly
concerned about what goes into the homes in our Nation.

STelevision, because of its tremendous power to influence those
who view it, has a great responsibility to its many andiences. Children
especially are highly impressionable and thus form many lasting
personal values from the television fare available to tlem.

Television-can be a great influence for goud in their lives. Tt.can
and does give them opportunities to gain great insight and under-
standing of peoples and places from which they ~eldom, if-ever, would

““have-in opportunity to gain eaperiences on a direct personal basis,

Telévision licenses in America are made availuble to.station owners
expressly for the purpose_of programing v the public interest,
convenience, and necessity . That is, the public’s needs are paramount.
Weanrge teievision stations and networks throughout our land to place
n nmjor emphasis on programing that will help to build strong
family aunits and elevate the individual family members.

Tlie broadcast group-with which we are affilinted recently published
w statement. which states in part— ,

There is a crucial need for telovision programs that effcctively comumunicate

the moral standards andvital ideis so essemial in a w holesome society and to
“help strengthen the family and the-heme.

We subseribe to this plilosophy. Our leaders have voiced their
support: of television programing that will help. to accontphish-
those goals. ]

At the most recent conference of the Chureh of Jesus Christ. of
Latter-day Saints, in Octoler 1975, the workd leader of the Church
sid—

TAR we witness the growing wave of violenee and s\, we are dismayed by the
rflorts of <o many 1o bring inte onr hiving rovtas vivid purtrayals of such conduet.
Bug ot the same time we ane cnom. aged by the expressed desire of exeentives
decizions of {elevision neiwerhs Lo reserve af loast a purtion of the early evemng
lhiours for enlertainngut whon panonts muy wateh winh- vher- chaldren withont,
emburrassinent. N

Tt is a beginning which wi carnestly hope wll be entarged. God-bless thér
righteons efforts that v precious fanilies may be protected from-this evil,

Mr. Gordon B. Hinkley, member of the council of the 12 apostles
of the churcl, at the same conference expressed these comments—

When there is agoud show an tewn, go to the theater as a fanily. Your very
patronage will give encouragetnent to thuse whe wish to _produce this type of

entertainin-nt Aud use that st raarhable of all touls of communicanon, « ’

television, to enrich their lives, There is so niveh that s good, but 1 requires
selectivity. -

“President. Kimball apoke yesterday of Yhe efforts of the television,
networks 1o present in prime time evening honrs suitable family
entertainment.

“Let those who are responsible for this effokt kiow of your apprecia=
tion for that which i~ guod and ulso of your displeasure with that
which is bad.

“In-large measure we get what we ask for, {’he problem is-that so
many of us fail to-ask, and, more frequently, fajl to eapress gratitude
for that which is good.”

+
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Philo T. Farnswoith, leading inventor of television has snid,
“Television is u gift from God and God will Lold thuse who utilize
this.divine instrument accountable to him.”

We believe churches have a dual role in television. Ifirst, to be
constantly -and actively insolved in encomaging networks aud indi-
dual stations to develop programing that will enliance the quality
of life.-in the Nation’s hvmes. And second, to be actively involved in
producing quality prograiis for submission to the nctworks and
. stations-throughout the land. . .

Our experience hax been that networks and stations are highly
couperative in making public suriice time availuble for programs
that deal with positive ‘aspects of family life.

Since the future of vur country depends largely -on the valae systems
incdleated-into theé lives of-unr children and since television is such a
puwerful molder of value systems, may all of us, edacators, church-
sen, ‘broadeasters, basiess and civic leaders unitg in a combined
effort -give our children the television programing- that will-help
them -develop into responsible and. effective adult citizens.

Senator Moss. Thank you very much, Mr, Wolsey.

Do you have an opinivn vn programing that i now ‘produced for
hildren sach as the Sutnrday morning progiaming? Is that suitable?

Mr. WousEkir. I think much of it is. I know there-is controversy on
almost-any program that is being {)roduccd. :

I guess, to give personal examples like we all tend to do, nch of

. the Saturday mormiig-and weckday afternoot. viewing has been very

valuable in our family's lives. Most of the programing, we feel, has
the respunsibility to work dosely with oun Jlaldren to hielp them make
proper value judgments. ) ,
I am not suggesting that that can be done totally. That’s a very
diflicult thing, And yet one of the great tespunsibilities that tve as
- . parents have is to get to know owr children well enough so that we |
can Lielp them in theig unportant decisivamaking. And that certainly |
eludes-the dedsion ulT what tolevision show you want them to watch. |

Senator Moss. One yuestion that recurs, and I suppose as-laymen’
we can’t fully evaluate it. Bat do children (Iiatinguialh the fantasy in
cartoon- programs they have on Saturday and where the cartoon
characters do such outrageous things?

Mr. Worskt. I guess yoa're usking for my personal judgment, and
I think it.would be « tragedy if we tried to suggest that reality is the
only important aspect of a child’s learning.

The fantasy-aren needs to be checked into carefully, but the fantasy

. . aren, I belicve, can be one of the most, one of the hept experiences a
child can bave, unless the funtasy works tvo hard {o pretend that
it-is real, : ,

I personatly tend to. think that we_ had an_easier time to-enjoy
fantasy before television. Radiv listening requires personal invelves
ment and expression-and imagination. . .

- I'here was an old radio play called “Sorry, Wrong Number,” and
they tried to make a inotion picture of it. It wasn't nearly as effective
as-the radio. :

I-think fantasy is avery important part of ot children’s growth.
And I think it is mmpottant that we guide theny into-areas that can
help them to prepare to be responsible aduli

Senator Moss. Do- you notice -any 1+ .ot that you would
consider particularly offensive sexual ex: . 17450 0 ' ’
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Mr. Worsey. Yes, I certainly do. And again it needs to be, it needs
to have the dialog such a5 we are having today, to let our stations.
and our networks know of the concerns that we have.

It would be completely inaceurate to suggest that-there are no real
prublems because- thete - are. There are inany problems. Many of the
problems that appear on television today I guess were called X-rated
-movies when I was a youngster Times have changed.

I think we must-constantly be concerned with doing all we ean to
be sure that the important busic 3values of life that we feel are im-
portant don't change too much in the lives of our children: So T think
we have a genuine concern, we need to heve a gennine concern for
analyzing individual programs.

now of a number of programs that have been,.turned dowr. by
the local stations because-they felt they were not appropriate for thy-
community. I wonld like to see mnci more-of that kind of concern .
Both from.the stations and from us as parents. ) o

I have alsu known that often \\‘hcn'tfu: stations do take this kind of
prerogative, they get sume violent reaction front thuse who want to
see the picture. They get aimust no reaction from those of ns who feel
that the .picture shouldn’t be shown. And I think when they (the..
stativlis) arc.attempting to H»cr[urm a lucal public service, it is the ones
who want-the programimg that are heard most. And those of us who
shonld be expressing appieciation for the stativns’ actions, we usually
_sit on our hands.

Senator .\Iusp.%"[ml abunt commerdals that exploit the child, that
is, directed at the child su that he in turn demands his parents purchase
certain articles? . A

Mr. Wousks. I believe, again, that it is highly important’ that
stativns, networks and thoseé of us whe are congerned let pur voices
be known when that type of commercial goes beyond propriety. T
think we need to letsthose imvolved know that we wnsider that as an
inapproptiate pressute an ¢hildien who may notchave _(-hé capability
yet to valne their-judgments.

Scnator Moss. Thank you very much, Mr. Wolsey, for that good
testimony and observations.

. Reverend Juy Confair of the Wasatch Presbywerian Chareh, we
would like to hear from you.

Reverend Conratr. Thank you very much. -

The, Judeo-Cliristian church has always believed in influence,
.modeling, and traiming as> a primal influence on bhehavior  the Old
Testament iden of “train a Jdald in the way he should go and he will.
not-depart. from it.”

AMadison Avenue has the same basic assumption for their successful
approacl to promotion-and adva tising, influence a person’s thinking
s0 that choices made both overtly, covertly, consciously, or sub-
consciously be -motivated to buy their product. . .

Philosophically, psychologically, and educationally, thinking has
lad hundreds of 1éscarcliers propusing definitions, explanations, prop-
-oaitions, hy putheses, atud theoties, ut all studies of thinking recognize
that within the thinking provess, estetnal influence las a formidable

. R . . N -
effect, whether stimulation o fiitation be the consal process. Bxternal
forces do affect-our thinking process. ,
. Pasents rapidly realize theit personal influence on the hehavior of-
their offspring. They cansee the dhild inntating lis parents’ procedure,
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wond, and attitwde, Enic Baines, conceived of transactional analy sis,
saitd, “We know wlnt it is to he a parent in our personality for we
cither have acted aaa parent o we have had parents acting upon us.”

Thus, we learn to model that bebavior which we experience.
Television has become a mnjor eapetience factor to evers personality.
Few homes are without o TV, the hows vary, but all people experience
TV on w regular basis in thein lifetime  surveys and studies indicate
from a few to a multitwde of hours for varivus persons, "Therefore,
n parent has.a sense of tesponsibility toward his belivioral influence
on his offspring through: modeliag, values, and actions as witnessed

and experienced on 'V,

We ook to the television broadeasters to recognize their moral
responsibility amd effect upon their viewers, The idea that broad-
casters should program according to the sunvey of the listeners’ wants
is-nx archuiy and ertoncous ws the concept that patents should never
intervene, but let a child be without any restricting guidelines.

Certainly T belicve in freedom, but T also believe in responsibilita.
The granting of a public license hag the expectation that the recipient
will use that liceuse as responsibly -as we expect the sportsman to
carcfully and respotaibly use lis public license, vt the bride and groom
who teceiy e alivense of public trast to 1esponsibly establish a home and
a positive environment for their offspring.

llt, makes no more aenae to ailow the networks to giye the public what

it wants than it dvés to allow a parent to give'lis dhildren-unprescribed

drugs indiscriminately ! (The FDA has protected the unsuspecting

-hild from this dangen so well that most of us adalts have a’hard time

opening the “childproof” hottles.) y N
In the same sense, we'can and do eapect that out children should
be shiclded from the indiacriminate violence atd overt sex now so

prolific on the various stativns. dv not-propuse that, the-Goyernment

intervene atal impose standards, but T-do-believe that enougl power
be given the FCC' to encouirage network self-control. :

NBC president Robert T, Howard was quoted in ghe New Yorker,
October 13, 1973, artide *Blood Marks in the Sylvan -Glade”. “T'V
vivlence i~ something every: broadeaster who helieves in social re-
spousibility must take serionsly.™ .

I would hope that this Nation, which pledges itself to be “under
God,” would truly: liave a social conscience.

There is little doubt we can function like animals. The thirst for
Dlood the fang, the daw, ripping and tearing flesh has priml
~atisfnctions, but are we not mote than the ultimate violent killer in
the evoletionary clinin? Can we not-also he mai, -the creatnre of.
God that oy ercotes his animalistic tendencies wbethet it be a vicarious
thrill ftom the tube (which we allowed- to be sodally aceeptable) or
the overt violent actowhicl we socinlly reject and-punish? Is it not. any
wonder that vue ddldien age confused, unstable, and-desperately sech-
ing values to ve by when they have grown up with-such o double
stundard  the approved violence they eapeticnee through the 'V and
‘the disapproved violence which-they act out? .

Perhaps we can come to out senses awd_act as socinl parents, pro-
glaming not according to intetests of andicnee survey , but aceore mt;
to our sutrogate patent tesponsibility: o nurture and cultivate growth
in thedistening nudience.

-
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The “I'amily Viewing Howr" or nonviolent programing is.one step
in the right direction 2 step taken by the networks, not imposed,
although ‘pressuved by the FCC and organized audience groups.

I wonld plead with our broadcasters to regain the motto of our
Judeo-Christian land, “To train a-child in the way he should go that
ie thay not depart from it,” by recognizing a person's greater potential.
I hope we will reward the medin which feeds our greater nature
rather than vating the stations which feed our bestinl way s,

Senator Moss. "Thank you very much, That was well stated.

I agree that broadcasters are public licensees who should program
in the publi¢ interest.

But they are subject to pressures from various sides. Television is a
competitive-business. And they each must make a profit as a private
enterprise to eontinue to provide any comimunity services. )

Now, if the piblic demanda violent programing what is the hroad-
caster’s moral responsibility to program? How does he balance this
audience with'his responsibility to children? - . .

Reverend Coxeair, There is a public responsibility, I think, as
stated earlier, to condone -and to praise-all efforts made to upgrade
the type of-programing that is presented. .

But T think beyond the public responsibility, there comes a network
responsibility that they have to make a decision and recognize what
their viewing audience wants. Their wants may serve pritnal needs or
motivations.

We-have to recognize the uman being as more than-just an animal.

For instance; one of ithe last things 1 witnesséd on TV was the fight
out of Las Vegas. I went down to watch some sporty and ended up
seeing that thing. The slow motion effeqt of Howard Cosell's oration
of this terrible, terrible thing, of a person bloodied, battered, and
beaten, and then slaughtered up 20 you can eat every moment of it
-and get churned up, hardly seems to’me to be appropriate to clevate
a-persoin’s growth,

It seéms to-mc it is the network’s responsibility to say. hey, look,
we realize we can feed one's animal emotions. However, is it a healthy
feeding? ) .

. Recognizing that there i> the competition for the view mg.audience,
I think now we have got to.get off the-stand that sny» we are going. to
program according to highest ratiug and begin to rate higher causes
a~ a better-motivation for programing. This is a social 1esponsibility.

Senator Moss. Well, thank you vers much. You have given us
great food for thought. ' .

I would like to héar now from the Reverend Donald Proctor-of the
Bountiful Community -Church. Reverend Proctor?

-~ Reverend Procron. Thank you. .

I'irst, I-admire your-patience. 1 have read through the reports of
1971, 1972, 1973, and also here, and this must-get rather redundant,
I have nothing unique or admirable to say.

I hope, along with Bizhop Charles, that when my children grow
up | can say aloug with him that they are fairly healthy. .

1 have nine things, and' they are-just dimp’y-feelings, observations,
gut-level things, that 1 feel about-television, and I am nat an eapert.
I am not even a religious expert. 'T-am-not even sure that the family
is one'No. 1 coneern.
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Asareigious leader, 1 just feel that the individual is+ that without
ah individual. you can nover Lave a famnily, Aud 50 oup stress must
be upon the individual.

And 50 1 probably oppuse all four of wy fellow religious lenders.

One observation: I would make is that violence has become an
aceepted standatd of belivior, Ow childien have grown up with it.
It is a part of us. We rationalize it. We forget it. We handle it in
some way. Violence is normal. * ) )

This morning’s Tiibuné, strangely cnough  and 1 am sure you
will hear sboutit later  the State superintendent of public instruction
say s-that in two studies made in the $th and 11th grades, he sail
anjustifiable aggression has shown up. That is a fact of life, vivlence.
We-aceept it. ‘

Seeond, T somelion-get-the sense that television-today has replaced
the hero with the tedimique. the karate chop, the biouics, the S,W.A.T
and U.N.C.L:E. tactics of urban guerilla approaches. With the right
techmique, we can whip any thing. We can go to outer space. We can
accomplish anything that we want, with technique.

A diild does not have the chance to internalize what a hero is to
himy, to feel, to express, to live inthat world of fantasy himself, And
su_the hero thus becomes the highly competent techniques.

Thitd, I think that telesision must exercise cantion in display ing,
detailed aggreasive tecdisiques and their-immediate sewards, as has
been pointed out heré.

Some children know that il they rob a place they are going to pay
the price ine the end. But they Took forward to a-liell of a good time
before they get caught. So the invediate 1ewards are always there.

Fourth, as, hopefully, a religious leader of a parish o1 at feast one
that. tries, I think the ohaetvation may be made that television
teaches by nuance and innuendo that aceepted statdands of religious
behavior are not “in.’” They are not “cool.”

Tor instance  and 1 can't defend it, but T would make the proposal
that we have lived by legislative moralizy for 3,000 years, a little-
more or a-little less, since the time of Moses, )

CAnd 1 think that we still live by that legislative morality. And |
think much is accomplishied by judidial and legislative reforms to
change society.

But_that is a-fiightening thing as well, that fine line of . When do
I tread upon your frcedom?

Fifth, it is quite possible that the apathy diat politicians talk about
today  we are teaching owr children as they mature to become
apathetic. They cannot handle emotionally all of the things that they
are secing,

And o what other cheice do-we have, o become apathetic in the
approael, .

I think, siath, that exposare of out childien to violence will in-
crease. b donlt think it is going to get less. We want to see that. We
demand-it. It is going to.go right ahead.

I would say that TV is o superh-tutor. Tt has great possibilities
and yetat the s time if deatas trae, why inone of the majon cities
of our Nation have -we Just passed o sequitement that before ey
graduate;fron high school:they must be abie o read?

Now, i television ia doing ~o much for-ow childeen  the reading
test, as I understund it, is al a fifth grade-level -f it has such pos-
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sibilities; then why can’t these children read? Is that due to the o

teaching system, to.teachers, to the television?

That 1s just simply a question.

L would say also that we want assertive behayior from our ¢hildren
and not nggressive behavior. We do not want them to be-walked wpon
or to'walk upon other peuple. We don’t want them to be losers in life.

But we don’t-want them to.grow up to be simply the UZLIEs>0ls 1S
they mature.

And finally, 1 would'say that’every problem is an opportunity to
change. It is obvious that thisis a problem for all of us.

It-is an opportunity, therefore, that we need to louk at, to redirect,
to reorient, to change, to look at the possibilities that are before us
and how we get theve, rather than to focus on contiling these

- problems. .
. Thank you. .

Senator Moss. Thank you very much, Reverend Proctor, for that
presentation. That was very thoughtful and pointed, and indeed
focused on somany of the facts of this that are giving us concern.

You referred-to-the fact that we have been having hearings for a
long time, and the difliculties we are-having-with shaping, a5 far s
the Government aud the regulatory agency, a policy to deal with

, things that seem to be disturbing,

You spoke of violence heing almost ~that is a way of life now.
But.is_it being. oy eremplaized in -television? To-it conting-from that
or s it just because of the change in svciety? Is there any way to
know that?

Reverend Proc ok, | don't think there is any idea I have yet-seen
on television that offends me. I hope that as Lsee it that we can talk
about-it and discnss it. And'l think that children can do that.

I think that vivlence is what weare demanding, and we simply
acceptit as partof us. Al it is nothing out of the ()l'(li\illzll‘} for ¢hildren-
‘tosit aud to watch four or five police shows in a row while at the same
time one night one of-onr local stations 1 ean’t tell you what—mniade
a great play out of cutting sume sexual show that” probably would
have been liealthy for onr childven to see, and sume of the langnage,
amd recomniended watching an-alternative Kind of program, and the
opening scene was a guy getting shot in the gut with a shotgun.

Now, what is violence? Awdd I don't have any answers, but I am
alert to the problem and 1 don’t think there is a seapegoat.

Senator Moss. Like you, 1 have a feeling about Johnny -not. being
able to read and write, that that might tic in 4 lot to the change in
children's activities i video- and aadio communication. We are
getting away from the written word. ' ‘ ’

[Eave any of you had-any experience, have you tried by communi-
cativg with your local stations on programing? What kind of reception
did youhave? Conld any of you respond to that? Have you called

. . .

up and said you lmd ~n objection? ‘
The reference has been made o anmber of times that the tesponsibil-
ity is largely the viewer's to communicate with the broadcasters.
[ just wonder how nmeh we are doing of that.
Sister Patricia. 1 haven't been in this aren very long, but in the
San Francisco area T higd parents and children write letters, and T,
myself, havé ealled broadeasters.

*
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Senator Mosy. Did they seeln tu be receptive and concerned?
Or did you get a sather perfunctory answer?

Sister PaTricia. Sometimes we didn’t get an -answer.

1 think it was just to let them know how we feit about what was
being produced. 3ut I don't remember even heating from thein.

Reverend Conrarr. One factor 1 have esperienced s boy cotiing
the sponsor and-let them know this. That draws-a lot of reaction,
letting Doth the station and thie sponsvr know of your total objection
to the presentation and boycutt the produci. Then they respond.

Senator Moss. You have found that to be effective?

Reverend Conrair. Yes. - .

Senator-Moss. This is a very fascinating subject. I am reluctant

“to let you go, but 1 see others that we want to.be heard too. Let.me

commend you. It has been an excellent presentation, vne that will .
help us greatly. :

We would like to keep in touch-with you and ask for your further
comninents. Your comments today have all been very thoughtful gnd
I am gratefyl to you all. .

Thank you. .

We now have a panel of parent/educators. And I ask Mrs. Dixie

. Nclson, cpresident of the TUtah Cungress-of Parents and Teachers,

Mrs. Mary Lee Cliristensen, director of consultation and education

of the Salt Lake Mental Health, and Di. LeRoy Lindeman, adminis-

trator of the Division of Curriculumy; Ttah State Board of Education-
to come forward. We welcomne you to this hearing today.

STATEMENTS OF DIXIE NELSON, PRESIDENT, UTAH CONGRESS OF
PARENTS AND TEACHERS, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH; MARY LEE
CHRISTENSEN, DIRECTOR OF CONSULTATION AND EDUCATION,
‘SALT LAKE. MENTAL HEALTH, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH; AND
‘DR. LEROY LINDEMAN, ADMINISTRATOR, DIVISION OF CURRICU-
LUM, UTAH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Senator Moss. We are discussing primarily the effect of television

and television programing on children, particulatly as to exploitation,.

vivleacy, ur eaplicit sex, o1 any other factor which you would like to
talk to us about. Our main subject is the impact of television on
children. ) .

Mrs. Nelson, president of the Utah Congress of Parents and
"Peachers, would-vou go ahcad?

o

Y . -t »
Mrs. NELson. Thank you, Senator Moss, and may T express our

b

appreciation to you here for giving us this‘opportunity.

Violence on television s a real concern to us, both statewide and

nationwide. Last year T had the opportunity, along with 13 other

delogates from Ctah, to attend the national convention in Atlantic
w " . . N ve
City. And at-this ons ention we passed a resolution entitled, “Violence:
- 531 €4 - . - . . .
in TV Programing.” And it-is quite short and T would like to read it
to vou in its_entirely.
W hereas, clul)drcn\.:pcnd countless unsupivrused hours watching TV, and
Wlicreas, the chotce of prograun offenings often s luss thase desirably, with minch
emphasis on violence; and ) .
Whereas, children are known to mnutate obacrved behavior and actiony, and
Whereas, statistics reveal an alafing imcrudse in crunc cutnmitted Ly younger
and younger:children; and .

27
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Whereas, the Surgion Goneral's nopurt states that ihene ean be a-canse-and=
effeet refationship-botweon satehong vivhnee on TV and aggressive hehavior m
childrén-and-young people; and :

“Whereas, at this time I'V programing s self-regulated by the broadeasting
industry through. tlie Natjivnal Assvciation of Broadeasters (NAB) TV Code;._a.
voluntary code nut subscribed tu by all stativiis, and the provisions of wineh sre
repeatedly violated; theréfore, be it *

Resolved, That the Nationdl PTA urg its state congresses, districts, counals,
and=lucal ‘units tu vbscrve and wonitor TV programing and commnercials m thar
arcas, and, where an excessive amount of vivlence in progranung is seen, to make
knuwn theirsviews swith decmuented reporting o sponsurs of- the program, with
copies to the lvenl TV stativns, to the TV network, to the NAB, to the Federal
({'m(llununicmiona Commission, and te their deeted Representativies, and- be 1t

-further . -

Resolved, that the National PTA . demand frum networks and lucal- stations
reduction in the amount Of Vivlenee shown on television progriams and cominercals-
during the entire duy, with particular attention to viewing hours between 2:00
pm and 1000 p.m,, and wethend moring hours when ingpressionable chuldren
and young people are-mostlikely to be watching, natl be it further

Resolved, 'That the National -PTA, through' its state congresses, districts,
comneils, and local:units demand, if the sel-regulation-of progrumng and-com-
mercials by the broadedsting industry dues not result .in bettor TV programing
with less emphisis-on vivlence, that the Federal Communications: Commission
establish and enforee-regulitions limiting the number and percenmuage of programs
of violenee Lo be presented each day. .

I have received.a communique from: Carol. Kimtnel, the national
president, and she-wrote letters to the three networks. She said the
message wWas clear, uhd they gave setious considefation: to our concern.

She said the respouses to.my letters tell us cearly-that althiough the
networks resent our unliappiness witl theit progeams, the, say that
nothing is.going to change soon. ‘

Ttis interesting to note that some people feel the TV family hour is
not an nc(‘!:ptul)ﬁ‘ sohition, but-one that came about as.a result .of
pressure. The FCCT hell no- public hearings on the stibject, and the
networks never -consulted with producers and writers who. create

. the TV show, ,

We have eight regions on the natioiwl:level. Utah is in region s,
and we were mged that we would Liold hearings in our State to hear
from-the public if they were concerned about television, sex and vio-
lence on L'V, We did run an article in the Desert News asking for people
wlio would-like to.respond about Tiow thiey Telt about television. We
received in cxcess -of 200 letters supporing what we were doing.
The only ond”derogitory if you can cali it derogatory,.one gentleman

¢ filled in on the little slip: “Turn off the blank television set.”

Out of the-200 Tetters, they were all in supvort. One gentleman even
sent us $10, which we greatly. appreciated, for oir efforts, And T do
‘have those with me taday. :

We did hold-thice different hearing, at the State hoard of education.
We-tried to fill all people’s needs. We hels’ one in the morning, one in
the afternoon, and-one in the evening, The mectings were conducted
‘because we lind ieard from mang patents complaining about television
programing and-the eroding effects upon Jhildren and South, )

Between 50 and 60 puopTv atietuled the hearings. We-were not dis-
dressed with the mmount of people-attending: becanse-w e:had received
the letters stating that they were writing their letter because they could
not attend. We knew that.the only ones that would-be attending were
those 1equesting to speak. And=o we felt very good abont-the hearings,

~
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the loeal browdeasters, a-PTA advisory panel?

N

We had aespresentatives from Salt Lake's four television stations.
May I say that we appreciated- them coming and their input at the
heatings. And we felt & was very beneficial earing theit concerns and
problems also. ) . ’
Mainly, participants were in favor of the Tamily viewing hour
gondept but linve seen fittle diange in the programing since-it went
into effect. We liad high school students there wad a psychologist,.
Dr. Cline, businesstuen, legislutors, and representutives of various
comnmnity organizations atd private dtizens, They also said-that-the

-were voncerned: about many of the things shown in the family TV

hour that they did not appreciate. .

Anuther opimonstated was that the television industry had-made
extremely high contributipns o vur sodety through- excellent news
covernge, We feol that TV has such a great potential; and we do appre-
aate the fine things that. they are doing. Most partidipants agreed

‘that television 1eaches 95 petcent of our American holies, and thas,

i> w-great motivating influence in our society today, Because of this
fact, participants incthe hearing eaptessed: great concern -about the

-excessive amounts of violenee-and sex on-the programs,

Tt -was iLteresting  last night T was attending the State hoard of
cdueation meetings wnd-a gentlemah was there from WEA and he
was saving the teachers. felt the greatest problem Lo(luQ ivas not
satary but tathet the distuptive student-belavior myd how to disci-
pline childien and 3 oung people. Psecs thiat (.hildrgn_gnrc becoming
more and. more aggressive, -and- this is a concern. i

[ louk at-thy own little grandidaughter-who watches TV and 1 am
amazed at her intelligence and what she has been able to dearn from
very good programs, 1 also get a little concerned when the parents
are not theré all the -time to monitor. We have had parents call in
who say. Whew we do-trust a program and sse;watchit, then all .of
a slden sontething else v thrown at us-that we'duv notexpect, or the
commercials, we can’t count on -the: commerdials, And- wé  have
parents that réally are concerned, and they are trying their hest to
monitor television, J - :

We are also-greatly concerned about vandalisim and it~ effect. And
we feel vivlence goes tight along with vandalisnewhich-is-costing the
taxpayer thousands and. thousunds of dollars.

1 am sure my tié-is-about up. I have many. letters, T wish 1 had
time to gothrough them, Letters fronchildien, from educators. This
one Was from a student at Brigham Young University “expressing her
concern ahout when she might hecome -a- parent, amd the effects of

televigion ot her children. : -

She stated: . o ’

While i the coinpany of fricnds ont wght, wo hippud through the channels
and for o few munutes pansed o a potice story. Within five minutes we saw three

peoph shot te death at close g Anothor fus wore involved ina fist and knife

fight, We deerdgd-we diel not want to wateh the shuw aid turned off the TV,

We have others from teachers ad it concerns about how they
feel thisis showing up in the ddussroon 1 1 had more time 1 would

De glail to share them with you,

» Senator Moss. Thank you very mudh for sharing with us the: view-
points of the PTA and deseribing s out work direc(ly with the problems.
What would you think about-having a citizeus advisory panel to

s
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Mrs. NELsox. That would-be great. Any thing we could do-to help
with this problem, we would be most interested: in.
~ May T again say ‘we ave delighted with gome of the things the
industry is-doing. We-wic not breathing dewn their backs, but we
just want to do whatever we can to help solvs these problems.

Senator Moss. We want_to avoid' Government vegulation of pro-
graming. But at the same -tinie we want to encoirage the kind of pro-
graming that is suitable to children, :

. We are going to haur from some of the broadcasters later, and L
will-pose thaf question; about an-advisory board s a pussibility and
see-whether they think it would work.

Mrs. NersoX. Let me just-say -one other thing, way Ijust publicly
express. my appreciation to KSL. I want to.thank-them here at this
hearing for their letter statimg that CBS lax cut their violence 39
percent during 1975- over 1974 and -they plan to coutinue-in -that
divection. .

Senator. Moss. Thank you very much, Mrs, Nelson.

We will. now hear from Mary Lee Christensen, the director of
consultation and education, Salt Lake Mental-Health.

Mys. Cugrs ENSEN. Lam not an expert in the field of research-on the
influence of television on childven. But as & mother I have sonie effect.
I dotry and-screen-my children’s TV shows. Sometimes successfully
and sometimes unsuccessfully, and we do try and' discuss what has
Dbeen scen. '

But I did go to three clinical-experts ad 1 have some statements
from them and they have done research in the arca. The first statement
Ihave is-from nzy colleague, dinical-director Clandia Bevenson; -who-
i~ a child psychiabrist. She sai that she strongly supports your conse
cern, Senator Mo-s, about the impact of the wmedinm of TV on children.

The stadicsare cotplen but'there is no duubt that the messages on TV which are
purtrayed i stich intcise and visually appualing manners are recen'ed and proe-
essed by childran. Porhaps of st coneertizis that "IV 'is.a puor learming media
becase.children are givenrno chanee to respond (o the material- with g teacher or .
parent. Rather thiy passively” incurpurate the messages which they may distort,
misinterpret and then utilize in ~sach & manner that 1t dves not promote
appropriate development. -

If-a_child-watches-u violeut show-and the pavent can explain-it to
him, that i~ one thing. But a Jot of children-do not have: the oppor-
tunity of their parents’ presence while-they watcl T'V.

The other letter T have is from a ¢li y

inical psychologist who has-done
. . personal research. Her name is Donna Gelfand.

As a parent and as-a ¢hild sy chulugise. T cuncerned about the mounting
cvidence of -the adverse offects of “televistan vivlenee on chldren. In 1972 the
Surguin General's Sciontific Advisory Committed un teley ision and svetal behavior
clearly indicadcd thatvivlent-teloyision programs were presalent and-did aneite
childrau to antisocial behavior. This anotation efféct is must charactenistic of
the many childron why Ghilatsote problems in self-control, but is often found in
habitaally_nonaggressive children, . .

Rescarch by ‘Dr. Faye B. Stewer and herassuciates has shown that violent,
children’s progranis  they did studies where i sadel_group of cluldren watched a
vivlont cartoun and thon-the daba pagars twitored the behas wr of the children
alter the cartoun, amd they ‘lm’uldu‘ vavlent behavor, The opmivn of- the scientific
COMMNUNItY is te unanitions ot this deany issue. Television vivlence ndversely
affeatx children’s behavior, Ve

The vivkened vate on primg time evenang programs has been iereasing. .Clearly
new regnlations are neeessary . There-is tuo much good televisiun to e wasted,
and inApehsive and.mindless vivlenee.can be cartaled with careful planning.
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The other statement that Lhave is from Dr. Richard Ferre, who.is
the clinical director of the inputient Psychintric unit ot Primary
Childien’s Hospital, and he and his committee gave me and you,.
especially Senator Moss, the courtesy of discussing the problem at their
stafl meeting this week, and they did receive a lot of feedback from
child-psychiatrists. So their-coneerns are-a combined effort -and it is a
clinical opinion. )

Over the last decade .much research has been-done in-this area to
understand the relationship between violence ow television and
children’s behavior. The bulk of the data would support the con-
tenfion that-present progratuing of violence un television hias an adyverse

-effect-upon children,

Anexcellent review in the Juuriial of the American Medical Associ-
ation,-dated December 8, 1975, cuvers inuch -of the recent -tesearch
and expresses my feelings.- A copy of:this article is included-with this
letter. "My particular professiounl eaperience would support the
contention of the article. Tu particular, I an concerned with many
children whe have a poor frustration tolerance and. poor impulse

-contr1,. These cliidren are particularly vulne.able to. stimulation

by agg *ssion,-and have often-few resources to deal with their aggres-
sive feelings: . .

. Therefore, their vutbursts vt theil aggressive behuvior becumes very
destructive to the important relationships in their lives. The child’s

~vulnerability -is coupled with the disruption of family life and_the

unavailability -of appropriate adult love.

Again-he i saying. OK, 5o the child- watches TV, but if there is no

adult there to-help the child understand it, there.is un ndverse effect.
With'incrensing violence in this suciety , crime and, the lowering age

for javenile offende®s, it is a-highly alarming situation. One cannot
] . Th £ sl

cearly construe television as thie sule reuson fur this. But-they would.

like to see more positive-shows-for childien to model after.

In:our clinical experience and*practice we do use telgvision.a great

deal with vur disturbed childien. We do use appropiiate shows for

the children to.see. Tt is with these once ns that T would, welcome
serivus cosideration of legislution thut would bring more responsibility
intu television programing, patticularly iu:its relatiouship to children.
Now, T can refer you to two or three specific reports that I-think
have probubly inure siguificent data than any others that we have
researched. P ¥ )
The “first report_that”is significant” we- feel clinically, is the 1072
Surgeon Gengral's Reputt, volume T.And volunie Lseenis to have some
significant data. The other-important study that has begn.done most
recently s w book written by three chikl paychiatrists called, The

Barly Window. It is written. by Robert Lieher, John Neal, and:

Emily Davidson. . ’ .
The -other people 1 can refer you™ to who are collecting recent
cutient dataron the effects of-rrodeling-beliavior of children after they-
have watched television is Bandira and- Siegel of the Stanford
Medical Center. They are currently doing, résearch. )
The “Special Communications™ was written by Michael B.
Rosenberg, and it states specifically the numbin-of hours of teleyision
viewed and-also-goes into the: FCC.and NAB reports and what theix
respousibilities are and how they have been met with clinical views. .
So I think thisis the most.current evidence that we have.
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Senator Moss. They all come to the conclusion that children do. °
Araitsfer what, they observe into their behavior? , - .

Mrs. CuristExseN. If there is an-adult to help:them, fine. But if
-not, ‘which is often the case,.it can be misconstrued.

Senator Moss. Did any Yf these ‘reports pinpoint any particular
progra.s? Did they identify ones-that they considered ,\iufcn& ones?

Mis. Crrts1ENsEN. No. ‘Fhey did-not particularly pinpoint. I think
they would welcotite meeting with the: broadeasters, if they had an
.Gpinion. - . -k

T-think what they are talking about is-active, aggressive violence.
Tdon’t-think -most of the people I talked with felt particularly that
< “the sexual programing was of any-significance because, No. 1, that is

fairly Carefully screzued, and No. 2, most of the seausl innuendos on
shows such as “Maude” and “One Day at a Time” is-above most .
childrén’s heads. R . ] , I
It i> a-littlesophisticated adult-humor. T-am sure if they got down-
to screening some X-rated movies on TV that would be one thing.
But so far'that seems to be done in good taste. 4
*In other words, one level for the adults and one for the children.
But sceing violence, 17 personally have withiessed the “Kung Fu"
cpisude. T wWorked on.a mental health project in Central City 3 years
dgo when the “Kung [u” program was initiatetd, I did see karate used
sevéral times. All of n sudden here- was karate and we realized that it '
o . a9 - -
Witz ew -show that was iufluencing the kids and that children were. o
modeling that behavior quite inappropriately.
Senator ‘Mess. ‘Thank you-very much; Mrs. Christensen.
Dr. Lindeman®f-the Utah State-Board of Education. We are glag
" to hear from you, Dr. Lindeman. : .
Dr. Inxpevax. Thank you very niach. ,
1f 1 may, I would-lik to start by first taking a quick look at instruc-
tional television because T think that is an area we have not yet
voasidered. . e
‘We provide annaally between 40: and 60 instiuctional-television-
series for out students i the public schools of Ttah. Tliese range from
courses in-basic subjeces to those dealing with the feeling or effective
domain. )
These are designed tohelp vur-youth solve problems that they face
each day. We broadeast. these vver two stations, and-reach over 95
percent of vur students. This-is pussible because of our translater .
systenm. Neatly al' the schools in Utah have television sets available
An-their.dascroom; and the,students have aceess to:their progranis.
Most sthools alsoTinve video tape.recorders now -which permit inore
Meaible scheduling. The viewers:of these: instructional TV programs .
eric_ range from svmetimes-as hitle as 200 or 360 students to over
1000 students. ’ . :

In the larger districts these program series tend to be supplemental
but .in our smaller districts these: program -(series) ~ometimes -are
the educational progra .« in that aren. All of our seriés |l)r0\‘idé~l\qt
only the progranis w!.chare broadeast but, alo “teachers. guides
and suggested activities. that can involhve students in worthwhile
activities followiig the programs.

‘We think these are making a major contribation: While we have not )
conducted a study; per se, to measure theii effect, we have many .
studies shuwing the reaction of teachers, the engollment itoelf snd the
number of supplemental matenialy being. used. They -are all positive.

13
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I 2k you not to forget educational TV when vou look at this
subject. Now, let-metain-to commetdial television. We beliey e that a
nuniber of ‘these studies lai ¢ heen done and were cited hriefly tuday .
However, as we work in the schools in the course of our assignients
we nake contact with-mauz teachers and principals. We helieve we
have picked up « few strong signals-that seent to persade the school
system of the State.

First, if youwere to talk to the hindergarten and-first grade teachers

- our State sou would “find them saying that students are entering:

~thool today with: considerably more ~kill-in the language arts area
than those ehtering.a decade ago. They are at least o year-to a y ear
and a half advanced, -accomding to most of these teachers and they
give considerable credit-to television for this change.

They give particular uredit to *
dramatic:impact upon the Childien of this country iu preparing them
for school. Another thing we noticed as-we traveled about the State is.
itat students are demanding more and better educational experiences.
They are-exposed-to the highly stimulating television -programs arid
other experiences and the studentsno longer aceept without guestion
the “read-the chapter and answer the questions at the end” .ty pe of
agsigiment. They want more than that.

" The thivd thing we have noticed is that the democratios alue sy stem
alid the inofitution of the famiily in our society both seem to be
disintegrating. Parents seetn tu be speading less and less of - thein -time

with their children -and to take-less and-less interest in ‘what. their

children are dving ine vur schools, Students are also expecting -more

and more for léas and less. ’
Tn-my opinion, there-are-many reasonsfor this. 1 think the action

of courts to try and-understand the criminal is-commendible. But 1

think: they have almost a complete lack of concern over what has

‘happened to- the victim. Moge of our children are being vaised by

other than theit parents. Aud 1 think. television also carries part of
this résponsibility for this.change. ‘ )

Justnote, for example, how many of our progiams of pictures today
present as the norinal situation it oul country \an,tiw, accepted stand-
ard of behaviorj, such things as-vivlenee to obtain what one-wants,
dishonesty ,_so Tong as yoa don’t get caught, zexpal contacts between
consenting adults, and the cmpliasis of duing g own thing regardless
Jf-its effect on others. T-challenge these coucepts even thongh I-know
some would” ergue. T don’t think these-me the standard or normal
ways of hehavior inour society. )

How many programs do we have today showing. o holesome family
relationships or presening the 1eal isac-of what Lappens to-others
when some individual o1 individaals act withgut regard to the effect
of-their acts upon others. )

When do we really consider that? Now, as to what should be done,
the Office of Pyblic Tustiuction has not takers a position on conzmerdial
télevision. But T helieve most of -the staff: \\imh‘ agree that it is betier
to reward progiaming which builds the fumily unﬁ whiclr stresses our
responsibility to others, tathet-than tozatfemipt to censor or voatrol it.

'l‘hc State board of elucation hins taken the position supporting
the value of justructiowal television-and 1 believe that inchdes teh
programs us “Sesume Street” aid the “lnside Qui™ series. -

. .
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Sesame. Street.” I-think.it.has-had a




. I would encourage yon ‘to continue to support: such activities
which give assistance to-States to-produce more and hetter programs
for.ise in-their schools. T-would alsu encourage yon to support legisla-
tionsitch as title 4 of ESEA whiich provides resources for our teachers
~o they can compete with telesision by making the leaining experience
niore existing and viable. :

Thank You. -

Senator Moss. Thank you very much.

We are -about to take up legislation to extend ‘the educational
browdeast facilitics grant program atul this would provide for continued
support of ecicational:broadeasting fucilities. And T am glad:to have
your review-in the record to show hiow effectively-that has been work-
ing. -

On-this question of children hecoming insensitive to-violence, have .
you nyted that-particularly? Are children, after viewing TV violence
becoming insenaitive to the effects of violence when they get vutinto
real life situations?

. Dr. Liapraas. T think my own professional experience along with
‘thecominents other teachers have made would say. that is truc. There
15> 0 wendency for stadents to. become more violent and to aceept this
s the natural thing today. We think part of that is due to television

o prograiming.

Senator Muss. Mrs. Christensen, i there any thing in y our reports
Ahat would lead vou to reach that same conclusion? ]

Mrs, CaisTeaSEN . Yes. The problem is that if the child assimilates

3 it and distor & it without adult consultation, they-get a diatorted wrong
) comprehension of how violence is-useil. ’

Dr. Liabesan. That is alse.our concern. This behavior is sliown as
acceptable and rarely do. we ~ee the -consequences: beyomd. the
‘immediante act. - -

Senator Moss. Yes. Lam glad to kave you talk about that point.
Unfortunately many -times TV portinys violence as a shccessful
sulution to interpersonal. conflicts, They get away with it, as it were,
and yon never see the victims and what happens after that.

Dr. Liapevan. That's right. The medium:itself has-a tremendous.
emotional inpact. Tn' selecting your seenes-and treatment, you can
cause one'’s emotions to-almost go any direction you seleet.

My wife.and I watched a show called “The Getaway ™ on television
. the othei night. Tt-had a lot of violence and we found vurselves
, imvolved. They killed maliciously and escaped.-to Mesioo. There, they
performed one kind act with ohe man who ‘helped. them and that
seemed to excuse or make up for all the previous violence.

We had been-picked up and were carried right alogg because the
program Was cohstiucted: to put yon.in empathy with them even
though they were criminals and had no regard for others,

Mrs, Curisteastn. Even cartoons affect children. Some people
look- at-cartoons as pure fantasy. But to.a child they arve renl. A
that doesn’t. mean that -there aren’t eacellent cartoons, beeause there
are. There are some-very fine tartoons, bt there are also some very
violent, eartoons, . :

Senator Mosa. Well, thank you very much. 1 appreciate the appear-
ance of all of your, You have contributed-greatly- to our pang).
~ Our neat withess is Paul Van Dam, Salt: Lake: County attorney,
Metropolitan Hall of Justice. "

Mr. Van Dam?
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STATEMENT OF PAUL VAN DAM, ESQ,, SALT LAKE COUNTY ATTOR-
NEY, METROPOLITAN HALL OF JUSTICE, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

.\”'(r.- Vax Day. Thank you.

Senator, upon receiving your invitation, in preparation for this; I

did not go to any research nor to vnr Juvenile court, o1 look for stadies
that that had been done. Lhave read these in the contse of-time and 1
have heen a parent and interested in the quality of 1y own existence
and that of our society, but instead songht to think of my own ex-
periences, of my own children,.and of-my own_personal-relationships

with people at work and’ with people that 1 have prosecuted, and

with:law enforcement officers. )
T would like to comment, if I may, in a more general way with
some-particulars, but about -the quality of the-sery sodiety in-which

-we:live, and how that relates to television, becanse 1 think in many

respects-television is being reflective “or is reflecting the fiber. of-our
society and it &> giving us some-very important messages that T think
we-can no longer afford to ignore. .
First of .all, as a parent as L sit and-observe Saturday mornings,
which have been mentioned:sey eral times hére, the kinds of connner-

cial> and the kinds of programing-that goes on, -1 am.amazed. T am
-aanmsed, and T am appalled.

As the holidays, for instance | Christinas draws near I think this
has-been commented-upon, but 1 am overshehued by the intensity
with which commercdials wre presented  to have childien want amd
need and desire to hatie, things without 1egard-for the fact that there
migt he many, many children that cannot cither afford or expect. (o
receive any. of-these-things. . »

1 wonder about the effect: of that upon childien who are not able

to have all the things that they are.urged.to have, and that are shown.
to them, that are bresented. This is also ina way what is presented.

to the society at large becanse what I obserse is that we are very,
very. strongly oriented towavd haviug, toward getting, toward owning.
And that the objective of many of the lives of parents and conseqguently

“children who maodel television aswell as then“parents, is that objective

of -h_ving amd getting to the exclision of many more basic kinds of

‘¢onsitlerations in-our life.

This also extends not:only- to:-having goods and toys and things, bt
for instance  the ceveal commercials T myself-having sead -the com-
mon articles that arc published in magazines and” newspapers -1
know that most cereals are: without nmch natritive valpe. Bat yet
they ‘are advertised to children to have sich  cereals which indeed

are detrimental to.them-without-any 1. nonsibility of telling children
) A 4

that as o matter of fact, the nutritivepalue is very little and-could
impair their health-if; they weae to indulge in eating those kinds of
things.

I 'am concerned about commerdals that have to do with things.

like-Closeup toothpaste. It is subtle or-maybe not very subtle-to us,
but it has a different -effect upon children  the -eaploitation of the
female and the female, ale relationship i a.acaaal -way s exploited
and:1 suppose conld have the.effect upon childres-that if one-were to
use the proper. toothpaste it is-going-to make a-difference in their,
relatiopships with other-people. .

| bo
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Thia also goea for heer atd other products where the main emphasis
1> not_upon- the product itaelf-bat a y oung lady, or the sitvation.. All
of whiclh seeins to spin afay from the reality of the-situation the

reality of the existenee we live in. .

It seems to me _althongh T have no studies to back that up—it
seelns to get.away from real good health, from the hinds.of objectives
we ought to have, Ju my own children ] haye neticed fear and ansiety

‘have-been promulgated, have-been pat forth and put into thein by

certain types of tcfevisjnn shows,

T have a little girl ho-I think.i> particularly suseeptible to being
fearful and' to Laving anaicties -abeut scary sorts u} situations in
shows,. especially violence 1094 nessavily in violence, but tlie way
that-some shows are structured that creates this feap and aniigty.

The aggreasive behasior is frightening to her as itis to many, children;
and she has nightmares and flashbacks-to that kind of thing,. which I
think is very regrettable, because 1 am not in a position to. always
censor- the kinds-of things that she seés.

T-have no doubt from what I have heard from other witnesses here
today that childhven do model the behavior that they eaperience with
their parents-and alsv from television, because.it is 2 most fascinating
mediutn, It is a woss all-per s ading medium and-it does indeed have »

.-great mmpact upon s,

hd

The vivlenee, the guns, the brutality, the attitudes being: reflected;
capecially in law enforcement areas are appalling to me because 1
would vt personally want to take-my. children-into most of the situa-.
tivieo £ Liase seen myseii-on TV, And i T did.happen to be caugit
in a situation whete iny Jilldren and T-were withesses to a murder-or n
bratal shooting, or. sexunl assault, L am-sure I wounld have to spend
a gieat deal of e with my child eaplaining to him what had gone
on and comforting himm about the effect-of that experience. )

Whereas, in television, it is sitaply presented and you-go on from-
there. And the effects from. the stadies T have heard alluded to here
today scetn. to-he muddi less than-desirable in the overall fabric-of our
society. -

I frankly would have to say that out and out sexual:matters-aré,
I think,-rather -rate on TV, but in.many ways I would mach.rather
Lav e some sexual matters presented for the edification-and education
of my. children than the violence and the depiction of the callous
attitwdes of people towatds-one.another that-L see on TV, )

I am not -personally  offénded by the sesual. things, and would
prefer. Lsuppose, in many- ways, tochave that in place-of ‘what I do
see. There is.a lot pfaggeession in.cattovns and because it is depicted
in kit of a Jocelan fashion s tend to overlook it, or seeit as harmless.

I don't believe that to-befully the case. 1 suppose T am-also con-
cetned with the obligations that must- exist llll(&w!luul(l eaist in our
society for the purveyors-of information such as that I have stated
over TV to tell the viewing awdience what is going on-and to even:
discuss on prime thue in sonse really effective way the effect that their
medium lins-upon us as-a-society.

1 - . . hd

Aud Iwould hke to see seme concerted effurtsmade and some shows
aputsuted by tesponsiblepeople, -sote studies aired tlat tell us over
the very. mudia that we have concern about what the effect -of that
media isupoir our lives. :

i

A
3

1

oo




ERIC

[Aruitoxt providea by exc [

We see, for instance, shows such as “60 Minutes,” which tells us
about the effects of a-lot-of things within onr society. I'wouldl like to
see-some regular programing - that discusses on -telévision the effsets
-of children’s cartoon show~ in the mornings, and discusses with s
those kinds of- things. . . .

I would like-to-see, for instance, preceding the Wednesday night
movie, or carlier movies, a minute-or two discussion:hy the spunsors
of tliese shows on TV aa to what the content of that, presentation is
going-to ‘be and what items in it might be undesirable for.a 3 ounig
viewing audience. )

I think we see again on new s presentation part.of the wholeconcern
that I have, and that is the -accentuation of the uegative that will
sensationalize the attempted -assassinations of the President, the
maiming, the bombings  we see 50 much of that and-yet we kuoys,.or
at least'i beliéve fronchaving worked in. behavioral modification type
environments before in my hfe that to give attention to that negative
hehavior promotes more negati¥e behavior. . .

I hope some means-can bé found -to curb- that. Probably the last
thing 1 have become concerned about has to do with the many police
and crime-type <hows that are presented aud the extrenely sophis-
ticated plots that are being-put-forth which are being followed by the:
personia.in our society that have a tendency to do-that, who woul
not otherwise come up with some of the plots I have seen.

Recently T saw one where a bank was 1obbed by-hooking a bomb-to
‘the hank manager while hie was athiz home. sending him to a-bank with

letronte equinment attached so he could-be detonated: As it turned

out, of course, it-came to a-satisfactory solution i « near miraculons
‘way. But there are so many of these ideas-presented-aud itds frighten-
ing to me that we would use this media to give these-criminals thesc
ideas  to plant them and continue to develop them within our suciety .
I simply view it from the standpoint of a Taw enforcement. persan as
extremely irresponsible-in the name of selling « product or getting
viewersto watch a show -and it bothers me.-Some ' of the other items
that Fmight like to suggest secing is.possible age-ratings for certain
tapes of show~where somebody makes a-determination that it might.
not be appropriate for children under a certain age, on TV, |
1 have already mentioned that a-discussion prios to a show regard-
ing what the content of that show -might ‘be, woukl be v alnable to
parentsin making a decision and that TV should require: that adver-
tisers and T know there are laws that control truth in advertising—
but that it be more enforced  that. some of the items ads ertised. as
healthy-food items  that there- would be some responsibility, to_ea-
-press.the fact that they are really not nutritional.
< Dwould admit that there cettainly are beneficial and: uplifting tele-
vision shows and we-try to catch as many of those as-we ean. Al
there are good things happening in some of then. Bat 1 suppose why
we are really. liere today isto-concentrate ou-the problems after all.
Senator: Moss. That's right. And 1T am happy to have you point, out
some of your experiences, nu\v Jou-heen able to discern, at any time,
that there is imitation of a 3 pe of cime.that was noted-on television?
Mr. Vas Dane Well, one situation: in Davis County -that somé,
people did do the-things that wete presentedsin an-eatlier prograni.
Some of the acts depic ted imitated very dosely some itents that had
been on the medin earlier that same year. And-T-suppose- it woukl be

+
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impossible without asking the men themselves if they did take that
from the presentation. . ) P
T think the fact that there is:that imitation is strong-evidence. My
own experiences are quite limited as far as imitating any sophisticated
type of approaches.

Senator Moss. Do-you think our television-programing distorts the

prevalence- of crime? Goodiess knows we are flooded with crime-in
this country. But I wonder if TV iy still distorted  that it makes our
life scem to revolve around criminal situations.

Mr. Vax Dasi- I-chink there are a large nuinber of police programs,
law enforcement -prograins, and I thinﬁ the reason-for that is-they
give the setting for the excitement and the type of violence w_hic{x
apparently is'being responded to by-the population. '

Since we investigate so many of those types of: things that-have to.
‘do with police-related shootings, we have very few, and they. are

usually-like‘they are depicted on TV <

I think. it-is a distorted picture-in that respect of what_policemen
do and how they handle tough situations. I think it probably would be
of no valueif teleévision shovis were tv present some of the conservas
tives' sides. If you showed policemen staking out and holding at bay.
the people for 30 days until they gave up and came out as they did in
London, or wajting outside-a bank for prolonged periods.of time and
negotiating with no violence, you wouldn't have a show. B

We have a bit'of a tendency to want to get things done right away—
to shoot tear gas into that bank and kill as many . people as we need to,
‘to get"the situation over with. That is not realistic. That is not good
police procedure.

Senator Moss: We do have a truth in advertising statute. But do
seu-think there vught to be some time limit or l)nmtcr limit on com-
mercials that are directed.to children?

Mr. Vax Das. T have to admit, Senator, I have not thought about
that at all. I wonld have to think about what a time limit or a nuinber
limit would-do. T suppuse T would:be much more interested in secing
just'a more responsible approach taken. : ,

Although given more of-a chance-to think about it,. I might coime
© up with a different answer.

Senator Moss. Thank you very much. We appreciate y our coming:
here and helping.us build-this record to determme-what course vught
to be followed m dealing with: this most remarkable media that has.
such potential both for goad-and for bad. What we want-to do s tilt
it to'the goodside. .

Mr. Vax Das. T appreciate y our interest in-these-matters, and as
the gentleman stated: earlier, your patience is-amazing, and Ivery
much appreciate it. .

‘I would like (o say that-to you personally.

Senator Moss. ‘Thank you very.much, Paul: v

[ think.we ~hould take just a 10-minute break now. We will recon-

- vene atapproximately 11:30.

[Recess]. )

Senator Moss. Now weare going-to hiear from Mis Susan- Young.

‘Where do yougo to school?

'
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STATEMENT OF SUSAN YOUNG, JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT,
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

Miss Youxa. Clurchill Junior High Sehool.
Senator Moss. Do you-wawh television. quite a bit?
Miss Youna. Not too often.

Sénator Moss. What time of day do you-usually watch television?

Miss Youxa. Usually about.7-or 7:30.

Senator Moss. In the evening?

Miss Youxa. Yes. .

Sendtor Moss. You don’t watcli it-during the duy?

Miss Youxa. Sometimes aftey school.

Seénator Moss. What-about on Saturdays?

Miss Youxa. T don’t watceh television.on Saturdays.

Senator Moss. What programs interest-y on most? Do youaha.e one
program-you try to see all the tiime?

Miss Youne. I usually watch progrums with comedy. I like those
more than the police shows. . .

Senator Moss. You don’t like police shows too much? ‘

Miss Youna. There is too many of them, and you get_tired of
them. . )

Serator Moss. Other than that, are there.any other kindos of shows
that you- don’t find interesting and- that vou turn off?

Miss Youne. I don’t like to watch the-med; 2al shows, either.

Senator Moss. You like the fanny shows?

Miss Youne. Yes. .

Senator Moss. Do you watch any sports programs?

Miss Young. Yes. I like to watch.sports.

Senator Mgss. What spori do you like best?

Miss Youxe. Footballmostly. .

Senator Moss. You're just like everybody else. You are addicted:
to foutball. Did vy ou use-to watch some kinds of shiow s that yon don't
watch any -more? Have youbegne selecting programs differently this
year than last yem? )

Miss Youna. A little differentiy.

Senntor Moss. When did-y o start watching programs  when yon
were-just a young girl? ;

Miss Youna. | gmuess so.
Senator Moss. You can hardly remember -when you didn’t watch
iv?

Miss Youna. Yes. : . .

Senator Moss. Did-they ‘have these programs hike “Sesame Street™
‘when you were-smaller?- s

Mis> Youxa. 1 don't ever remember watching uny of those.

Senantor Moss. You don’t remember watching those?

Miss Youna. No. . :

Senator Moss. Professor :Cline, who works at the University of
Ltaly, has toldthe commnittee that TV violence affects the way children
act toward eath other and actually teaches. them specific types of
behavior.

Do your’friends ever talk- about what they have seen on TV?

Miss Youne. Yes. Like there are two of my friends that always
watch-the show -“Starsky -and Hutch,™ and_they .pretend like they are
Starsky and Hutch. And there is one-other one, *'Baretta.” That's
kind'of rowdy. They act rowdy when they are acting that way.

3.5 .
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Senator Moss. Do thiey do this very much or just once in-a while?
Miss Youxa. Just once i a while. )
Senator Moss. Do you know any children who -imitate Evel
[Knievel or any of those heroes? r N
Mis Youna. Yes, a neighbor down the street who.rides his bike
like that. )
Senator Moss. Dues this lappen with amany of the kids or just
some of them?
Miss Youxa Just sume of them. 1 guess it's just the ones that
watch TV the most. ’ '
Senator Moss. Do you see any of your cassnintes 1esvlving argu-
anents by having fights? '
Miss Youxe. Not usually. .
. Senator-Moss. If you saw a couple-of them fighting,. what would
. you.do?
~Miss Youxa. Well, T don’t know. T have nevet scen anyone
fighting over that. ‘
Senator Mouss. You don’t know-if you would go up and tell them
to-stop or ask them to stop or-just walk away?
, Miss Youxa. | would probably walk away. o
. Seuator Muss. Have-you been puzzled by svmne of the things you
Lave seen on tedevision so that you asked your-parents about them?
Miss Youxeg. Sometimes, . .
Senator Moss. Would this apply to any advertising or just to
« programs?
Miss Youag. Usually. it's ;the movie or something ‘that's on TV,
Senator Moss. You didn'tunderstand-it- and you would ask them
about it? )
_ Miss Youna.” Yes. . .
Senator Moss. Usually, when you watch IV, are you-by yourself?
Miss Youxa. Yes, usually by myself.
Senator Moss. Do you have a set in your own room or do you
. have just one set in the house?
Miss Youxag. I have one in my own.-room.
Senator Moss. So you can watch it whenever you want to?
Miss Youye. Yes, .
Senator Moss. Do you find you want te watch- TV sometimes
when you should ‘be studying?
.v Miss Youxa. Yes. | :
Senator Moyss. What kind: of programs  you- said comedies. But
what about these National Geograplie programs? Do you like to see
them when- they. comé on?
Miss Youxa. Most of-them.
Senator Moss. ‘Do you like the ones about wild animals?
- Miss Youxna. 1 don’tlike those, no. K
~ Senator Moss. Do you_ever watch the caJtwal programs like the
ballel or: tiings like that? Do you like them?
Miss Youag. Sometimes. T usually watch 60 Minutes.” Tt's
interesting, é
Senator Moss, If yon were going to make up the programing
for. television, what would you -choose? What kind of programing
would: youlike to see more of?
Miss Youla. I would put most of the-kids' favorite. shows.during
the after:school hours instead of the morning.
Senator Moss. You would like them after school?
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Miss Young. Yes, because that’s when most kids watch I'V.

Senator Moss. Can. you.give me_the name of .a few others? You
said' comedy and I have not been able to determine exactly what
*kinds of shows_you like. Could you give me some namnes?

Miss. Youna. One I like is “Happy Days.” And “MASH" is funny.

Senator Moss. “MASH"? )

Miss- Youna. Yes. And there are just quite a fow.

Senator Moss. Well, how .do you choose: them? Do you just -turn
on: the dial and sce.what'’s there and then try to find the show you
want; or do you look in the newspaper?

Miss Young. I look at the paper. And if. there is nothing good T
don’ turn it on. \

Senator Moss. Do you read books, novels or anything like-that?
« Miss Youna. Yes, 1 am reading one now. ‘

Senator Moss. Doy ou-sometimes choose rather to read than to.
watch-television?”

Mis5 Youna. Yes.

Senator Moss. That’s good. I am glad you do.

Well, I'in glad to have you comc‘ﬁcumsc we heve beenwondering,
about what young people like: you watch and how they select: it,
whether, they thini 1t’s ‘good-or bad. Do you think it’s good or bad,
the way -television is now?

-Miss Youna. [ think there shouldn’t be so many neéw ones on each
year-that are just flops and put some of the older ones on.

Senator Moss You think some of the older vnes were better and
should be back on? ‘ .

‘Miss Youna. Yes. p

Senator Moss. The kinds of shows you have told me about, you
think those are the ones most kids watch after school? -

Miss Youna. T guess most of themr do.

Senator Moss. Well, Susan, thank 3 ou for coming.. We want to go
right to the authority. We wantito find out. what kids like-and you're
one of them. Thank you.

Miss Youxa. Thank you. .
Senator Moss. We ﬁnve asked- another young person to come.
He is Steven Boss, who-ia-a grade school student. here-in Salt Lake .
City. Would you come up,-Steven? .

How old are you?

STATEMENT OF STEVLN:BOSS, GRADE. SCHOOL STUDENT, SALT LAKE
L CITY, UTAH
‘Mr. Boss. Ten. v
Senator Moss. Where do you.go to school?
Mr. Boss. Bonneville Elementary.
Senator Moss. Do you watch television very much?

o

Mr. Boss. Yes. S

Senator Moss. Do-you watch.it.on:Saturday mornings?

My, Boss, Yes, - '

Senator Moss. What Kilul:of <lows interest y ou:the most when 3 ou
wutch-television?

Mr: Boss, Comedies.

Senator Moss. How.about police shows?

M Boss. Not very much.

]
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Senator Moss. Do you like special shows like the National -Geo-
graphic series? . . )

Mr. Boss. .I'm usually not_home to wateh them. -

Senator Moss. Do you and your friends talk about the. television
shows vou watch?

Mr. Boss. Sometimes. ‘
- Senator Moss. Do you do that at school?

Mr. Boss. Well, out-at recess. .

Senator Moss. Do.you ever try to‘imitate things :von see on-tele-
vision? i . )

M. Boss. No.

Senator Moss. Do you-iateh foothall, too?-

)

.

Mr. Boss. Yes.

Senater Moss. What about-basketball?

Mr. Boss. Yes.

Senator Moss. Dovou like all'sports?” :

Mr. Boss. | like most sports: ..

Senator Méss. Can-you tell us what programs you cin remember
that vou watched this last week? Can you give usn few-of them?”

Mr. Boss. The Olyvipics. .

Senator Moss. You watched the Olympics?

Mr. Boss. Yes

maybe-an hour and a half ‘or-longer?
Mr. Boss. Yes. ‘
Senator Moss. Do-yousee some of those you like?
Mr. Boss. Yes. ~
Senator Moss. If you were going to pick ont the ty pes-of programs
vou would like to have, what would you put on?
Mr. Boss, Well, I woulda't mind what théy put on television. I
Just-watch whatT like.
‘Senator Moss. What do you do if you turn-the 1V on-and-there is
nothing on there that you like?-
Mr. Boss. ‘Iirn on the radio.
| Senator Moss. That's a good alternative. Doy ou have homework to
do? .
Mr. Boss. Sometimes.
Senator Moss. Do you sumetines put- that.aside because you want,
to -watch- television?
Mr. Boss.’ Yes. .
Senator Moss. I-was afraid- of that. So they must have some TV
programs that you like. What about the advertising yon-see on tele-
vision? Do you see commercials you like to wateh?
Mr. Buss. No.
Senator Moss. Do you just kind'of ignore them?
Mr. Boss. Yes.-
Senator Moss. Do they ever pusde you with what tney are tiying
to sell you or why they are trying-to sell you-something that way?
Mr,-Boss. Sometimes. .
Senator- Moss. Do:youever go-to-your parents anud tell them you

want to-huy something because y ou saw -it on the commercial?
Mr. Boss. No.

[C 37
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Senator Moss. Hlave you ever noticed o1 do you notice that the
kids you play with might: be getting into scups ‘after watching tele-
vision, trying to-imitate them-m any way?

Mr. Boss. Yes.

Senator Moss, Does this go on very nuch?

Mr. Boss. No.

Serfator Moss..Do you get invoived in any of them?

Mr..Boss..Sometimes.

Senator Moss. Do you watea the cartoons? Dy tou look at those
cartoon shows? . .

Mr. Boss. Yes.

Senator Moss. How do”you ke them?

Mr. Boss. They-are-OK.,

Senator Moss. What about.vom friends? What- do they talk about
when they are talking abont television?

Mr. Boss. W Iun we gu to schaol they. just talk about the shows that
were on last night.

Scnator Moss. When they talk about then, do they try to lllll\tliltb
what. went on? .

M. Boss. No. :

Senator Moss. Do you thinl, TV is gowd .or do you think maybe-
we ought not to have so inuch of it?

« Mr. Boss. Well, 1 like it.
. Senator Moss. Yon liké it?

\un re- young. enough 50 youpever remember when there wasn't
television. You started when' Jouwele very youlyg watc ling television.

Mr. Boss. Yes.

" Senator \IUbb Well, thank you,. Stt\ul I am glad -y v have:been
here this morning. You lave heard u lot of ')l,Uplk tulkln" about

television and you can see we are rather-concerned about it.

We snant to find out what the children themselves think about it.
And you have-conte down to-help us and we thank you-for-it.

Mr. Boss. Thank you.

Settor Moss. We now woine to-the broadeastérs wlo have been
sitting here listening to-the testinwony all morning. They are the vnes
who affect: program content the most.

- We do appicciate having all of these people come here aid we-will
ask them-to como up.as a vanel; if they wili.

Mr. Lloyd? )

STATEMLINTS ‘OF JAY LLOYD, VICE PRESIDENT AND STATION
MANAGER, KSL INC.. MEMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS, UTAH
BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION SAI,T LAKE CITY, UTAH;.LAMAR
SMITH, PROGRAM DIRECTOR, KUTV, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH;
DAN RAINGER PROGRAM MANAGER KTVX, SALT LAKE CITY
UTAH, BRUCE CHRISTENSEN GENERAI, MANAGER KBYU-TV,
BRIGHAM YOUNG- UNIVERSITY PROVO UTAH. AND MILT DAVIS,
ACTING. MANAGER, KUED, SALT LAKE"CITY, UTAH

Mi. Lroyn. Wehave a video tape that I helieve will answer some
of the guestions e have lad today . We'd like to go through that now.
Dun Rainget, the program manager-of KTVX, Chawnel’ 4, will -now
proceed with that, video" tape.

-
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Mr. RainGer: Everyone -in the television industry lhas been dis-
tressed -with the-excess of sex and: violence in-network - programs and
especially the impact of violence on children. We at KTVX, Channel 4,
‘have heen extremely concerfied about the_growth of violence and
_permissiveness, too. .

At Channel 4 for the past many years, we have a News: Advisory
Board which fairly well represents a goud cross section of our viewing
‘audience and who eich month discuss with the Channel 4 management
to_discuss local problems.in-all phases of life in our-community.

We-read -and_answer the hundreds of letters that we receive, and’
through most of these letters and phoné calls runs the continuing
problem:of sex and violence and their impacet on-children.

We explain that we carefully review programs and feature films
and cominercials, and‘in many cases have moved objectionable theines
away from the children-lominated areas. We edit local feature movies-
for'excessive vivlence and are extremely sensitive.to the placement of
local programs over which.we have sole colitrol. We take our responsi-
bility seriously. : ’ o
. But the big hue and cry and phone calls and letters fell on the
‘network shows. ‘The permissiveness in sume of the situation comedies,
the violence of the police shows,.and, of course, the pluying of feature
films that were “R”-rated in the theacers. .

‘We-on the lgeal“level couldn’t answer all the gaestions that were
‘thrown-at us, so-we decided that this year- -at-our annual luncheon
meeting. of our News Advisory Board, which is-attended by all-past -
and present board-members  we would' mvite three of the top_people
in the-world to discuss sex and violence and- its impact-on children
and to answer all: questions, .

The three people were Dr. Victor Cline, professor of psycholog}y
University of Utah, Alfred. R. Schneider, a vice-president of ABC
Television, and Dr, Melvin S. Heller of Temple University.

We videotaped this lancheon and within w iew weeks we will present
a_60.minute special of the highlights of this sessivn. for the general.
viewing public. The tentative date for this special is Saturday,
March 6, 4:30 to 5:30 p.n. o

For today's meeting, we would like to show you portions-of this
~videotaped luncheon. with the vpening remirks on the subject of sex.
and viplence on the network level anid what's being done al.out it.

The man charged with “doing something about it" for the ABC
“Television network is Alfred Schineider, vice-president of Standards
amd Practices, whose: sole Tesponsibility is the broadeast standard -of
every program.on_the network. . .

Mr. Schineider? . )

.M Sane Lk [Video tape.) Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for
Anviting us to join today for this exchange of views.

One of the best ways-I'have of getting toknow what.our audience
i~-thinking.and-fecling is to meet_with ﬁlcm—“ut‘fun,(;tion.s as this and’
to engage-in this give-and-take, and T weleome it.

T think that Pat Willey should be congratulated for mranging for
Ahismeefing. As members of the station’s advisory board, you.ought
to be commended for yowr interest in what appears on television, As
a parent, myself, T-have the same interest in what niy children watch,
and T-am concerned- about - the-effect-television has upon-them.

39
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L woulil like to begin-these remarks with a description of what the
ABC bruadcast dues. Stutidards aiud Practices is,n effect, a eliphiemizm
for the word “censorship:” How it reviews program- material for
watters of taste, fur the.portiayal of violence; and its relatiouship for
adult aind sexual themes. § ) B}

The structure at the Awerican Broadeast -Co.'s Standards and
Practices is-in-a pusition-different from any otlier division. Under the
umbrella: of ABC Television, all the departinents. dealifig with tele-
vision, :the television network, the vwned' stations, -the ‘sales depart-
ment, and Fesearch, promotions. sports, and a number of otliers report
to the-president of»t‘lciclevision division. h

ABC News and Broadeast-Standards and Practices are not under:

this-umbrella. We teport.directly to the president of the corporation,

"The reason for this sepatation: is simple. .Considerations -of. salés
and reatings ate important to -other divisions, but they: should not
mfluence the operation of néws, und they should-not intrudé on the
decisions of standards and practices. In- this manuer we operate as a
system-of-checks and balances. , § )

Now, what can we do? Basically. the fanction of standaids and
practives is 1o see to'it that all conmiercial and entertainment material,
exclusive of news and sports that uppears on the- ABC Television
network, confornis to standards of ’g(;ml taste, honesty, and decency,
and that jinplies the policy ditecting the elimination of gratuitous
violence, vivlence fur the sake of violence, and the sensational programs-
dealing with adult-subject. niatter. . , .

These are standmils established by the National Association of
Broadeaster Teles ision Code through-the review. board,-of which-T-am:
w member, N - ‘ o .

Again that sounds quite simple. In practice, let me assure you; it's
wdiﬁicuit and often ansious matter. What may constitute-good tast.
to vou: could be totally, alien to, suy, a steelworker in Pittsburgh, »
farier in Georgin, or a college student at Berkeley.

Our audicnes consists of svine. 70" million television Touseholds,
comprising wore than 200 million people: Thes' represent every age
group; lifesty le, educationallevel; moral ethic, ~ocial, religious-classi-
fication imaginable. -

To get a consensus is Wost difficult. To arrive at a uniforin definition
of "'good-taste” is-probably impossible, Add to this unscientific.equa-
tion the traditions of free speech and free thought on which this
country is founded, and you can appreciate the job deciding what is
suitableis extremely hazardous. . - . .

Let me give y ou an eanivple. Recognizing concern-in- the handling
of violente on television, the three- television networks instituted at
the-start of this season the family viewing coneept.

We endeavored to set aside a-period of the evening in prime viewing -
hours in which-all member~of the family , parent and chld,-can \\'ntvﬁ
and- enjoy a prograin together comfortably withoul embarrassment’
to each other, 0 4

The hours set aside were, 7 10-9 p.an., eastern standard time, and:
6 to & p.u, central time. Asito this-last point, let me auticipate the-
question. For lere in the mountain time zoue 8-p.m., castern, tine,
is 7 p.m. i \ o

We have bezun to exmuine the fensibility of hroadcasting with
standard: based on clock time. That is, local time tiroughovt the

v
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cowatry At the present time, this woull require: prohibitively expen- .
sive transmissions to each time zone. i .

This would mean a change in certain sudio viewing. patterns and :
perhaps even-the Titestyles. -Research has indicated to us that on the
cast and west coast -viewing by children aged 2-to 11 peaks between -
8:30 and 9 p.m , while viewing in the central and mountain time zong
-pegk ‘between. 7:30 and 8.p.in., 1 hour earlier. We are, continuing to
attempt. to-wrestle with this-difficult problem, and-it-has not as yet
been solved. . ;

After the first 4 months- of this experiment indications are to us.
that it is-working. Compliints have de rease:l from station managers .
and are down-about 50 percent from- viewers and from Washington, .
where our severést eritics are found. ‘ .

The indications are that the concept i> well-received. Senator John .

Pastore, ‘probably. the most outspoken critic. of violence, has said:
“The industry has responded with self-regulation..1 strongly support .-
these broadeasters and network reforms.””

Now, the other side of the coin. The ITolly woad. production comn- .
munity spearheadéd by some producers and “three trade unions has
instituted a lawsuit. against the NAB, the F CC, and the networks,
-charging censorship of-their efforts through the fanauy viewing. policy.
So you see, what-isspecific responsible-self-regulation for one person
is censorship to-anotler, 3

Our problem ‘then is to” pereeive what ..c current standards of .
taste and decency are around the country, and then apply shese.
standards to our prograning efforts. )

‘We have made a special effort.to understand the effects of televised:
violence on children. Five y ears-ago we allocated $1 million for n series
of studies in this aved. The thrust of our.cfort has. been to impart to
the Hollywood production comnumity a sense of -what the public .
will and will not accept, particularly.as it-pertains to violent. episodes,
sexual references, and.expletives on-television. T

Before production begins for-cach season, I visit with the producers
of each television prigram, with our editors at the various production .
companies that: supply the programs for our schedule. We go over
the grouid rules prozram by program of. what we consider: to be
aceeptanle-and:usaceeptable matertal, -

We-have few har Land fast rules, but we hgve some. For example,
frontal nudity ‘is ot permitted, and we donot allow unique portray als
that could be considered .nstructional’in the use of weapons-or the
avoidance of detection. v .0
" We do not, however, “aclude any .issue from being treated on tele-
vision We think we have a challenge to present inature, serious themes.
If these themes are- treated-with taste, with care, -we believe there is 4
no réasqn why they cannot bebrought to the television screen. -

That group -then -goes to work and draws up-outlines for serious i
episodes’ We scritinize every outline with-an eye toward the dramatic
conflict iwolved. Good story telling is the reaction of people: in-con-
flict” Crentive astists and their awdiences st take-into account all
the emotidns and_actions that-come into-play at times of: stress, and
violence id one of them. .

We do, however, .emphasize that we eapect: the. depiction af the-
results of Yiolence, the consequences, to-be portcay ed and sometimes

that is notipretty.

.
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Also, we-dv eapect thut when the developnient calls for the use of
force, the amount, the necesity for such use should: be presented in
such-a way 50 as to-meet a-standard of ‘reasvnableness. If-we-have
found that a writer lrus used- violence tu svlve the conflict for shock
value, we ask that he revise his thinking. and come-up with a more
meaningful solution. A

We apply the same restrictions on the use of language. We don’t.
permit strong language to be used merely to-shock. But when it is.
necessary for the development of & character, we cannot emasculate
it. Similar procedures-are followed through final editing, ]

Despite what some people believe, we do not permit “X"-rated
movies to be shown on our network. However, we du acquire “R™-
rated films. Many of the best-movies made today are those with-an

'“RH orn "’,I)G-” N

JFirst, our editors review the film to -be certain it is suitable-for
transiission imto the home, and they prepare-a.report un-the suit-

“ability. The edited: version'is screened” to insure conformity with

standards and practices’ requirements. o

If the film is rated “R,” the edited version is-then resubmitted to
the MPAA, If they feel the edited version we have made-would have
(|}|9!i7ip(l for. a “PG” or “G,” then the film i. judged- cligible for
ajring. . . .

If it is not, then it is reedited untilit does gualify for & “PG” or
u‘-“;G” rating. L !

T this brief talk, Thave covered the responsibilities in the operation
of -my department as-they apply to programing. Mel will tcﬁi:jou 1

littl&bit about Iiis violence studies. .
Before I close, one word about responsibilits. We recognize that

“lc'ls(la‘pollaibilit) between the broadeaster and-the -parent is joint. |

Therq is no-substitute for -parental discriminatory supervision. Nor

is there a substitute for our responsibility to the Jhiildren, but we also

have a responsibility to the total audience to maintain- teles ision as

u vigorous, vital,.nnd changing mediun.
ope I can answer your questions.

Mr. Rayger. Next, I would: like you to hear-a few remarks of

Dr. Melvin S. Heller, cinical-professor of :psy chiatry and director of

the Division of Forensic Psychiatry at- Temple University Medical'

Dr: Heller also acts ina consulting capacity in broadeast standards
and’ practices -for ABC '[‘cl‘c\iaion.EDr. Heller ‘has been conducting
studies cn the effect of television violence on g{lil(lrcll for the past
5 years, and here is a short portion of sume of his vpening remarks
1ch\in S. Heller.
Dr. HEeLLER. Tt seems to me that from the tremendous contribu-
tions of rescarchiers like Burkowits, Dr. Cline, we have had an
enormou. beginning which. shows that there is a certain, amonnt of
aggressive behavior in the form of play beliavior, (in the form of
controlled laboratory behavior. )
But we don’t know much about the long-term effects. S0, these
kids were stadied fromeduy -to_day. What were they like.in thes¢hool-

yard, in the dormitories? We did not get teachers’ disciplinary -reports.

*

Youngsters predisposed to zlg};rcaalull.llu\p:zllmnt the same level of.
aggressive violence befc re and after. This doesn’t ~surprise us. But-we
will talk about the implications. ) .

4
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What abont.cartoons? We havé the saine resnlts with the cartoons.

We studied <everal hmndred known. yonthiful vivlent offenders. We
determined that they ave in the violent population, 16 to 18. <

As juveniles, 30 percent of these had struck somebody with a
‘blunt 1nstrument; 28 perceint of them had stabbed somebody; 23 .
pereent had shot somebody . 1t is noteworthy that 23 percent.of them -
had-received a sefious blow with a blunt instrument, and 44 pércent :
‘had been stabbed themselves, and 15 percent had-been shot. .

So we went and we looked at tlie-relatis - influence of television,
and what we found that was enormously important was that 29- .
pereent of-these offenders admitted it. Also, 22 percent of these people :
confessed to and elaboratesd: on the crininal techniques that they
tried which they first saw demonstrated.on television. One of them .
said, “Hey, [ got .this burglary alarm, and. 1 had seen it the week . -

¥ before. Very simple.” i :

Television is an. enormously capable teacher. But in no- instance
«did we find a criminal circer -that was caused by media-depicted
-violence. That's kind of-a cop-out. o

Everyhody would“love to find-some simple answer to the problem
of violence. Here we have gun control. T am-all in fasor of gun control. .

We want o control pictures of guns-on felevision, but not the guns :
themselves. That doesn’t sound to a -psychiatrist very rational. I :
sknow that hanters and .all who have a legitimate- need for guns—

- 1haybe they can have them. .

We found that imitation is -an -cnormously important -thing. We :
found a <imulation in play actitities -and prevcenpation. But no- , .
meaningful ~hort-term or -Jong-term' change in real, actual aggres- :
sive—let me change that, assaultive behavior. .

Tt's one thing to.mish and-shove, and it's another thing to hit the .
kid with serious intent. That is violence. “There is-an awful lot of
rough and tumble in- the family. This is what goes-on. If you want to
-eall that violence, you can call it violence. :

‘However, I want to conclude by stating that whilg-entertainment,
is the primary product of network teleyision, it requires-no: research
fo recognize that television inforins and:teaclies and influences ehildren :
throngh .a vaviety of ways which-encourage both conscious-and un- .

+ “conscious modeling and imitation. :

Television’s potential-as a tencher und:influencer of human benavior
is larger than -its entertainment function. Ev erybody recognizes
television a~ a powerful teacher..In a society increasingly beleaguered :
by violence, its portrayal on {elevision is a.matter o ongoing social '
‘concern.and -consequence. .

The alternatives for television. .are these. To climinate violence
completely or haphazardly and muhe believe that it never occurs,
or to learn- to handle’ violence: responsibly 50 that its potential. for
good-is augmented. . ) <

It is the- dehumanized- portrayal of victims wlhich we're trying to-
avoid here. Millions of dollars. of Jaboratory. and surves research
alone will not-~upply the atswer to what children learn from television
and how, nor will-anecdotal-accounts from indjvidual parents, critics
or myself-or-anyone clse.

What and how children are-Jearning from. television deserves study
only by attention to the response of young children to- television
programs as part of their regular classroom discussions.

Q . .- . 43 .
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1 children ae leatning bad™ things from television, o1 “anything
at all, the logical place to find out more about it is where their learning
is assessed daily, the dassrouin. Certainly Bugs Bunny is worth as
much distussivin as Hansed and Gretel Ttisdear that television teaches
something. What better prospect do we have? ]

The beat teachers are wlso good entertainers,-and both professions
need to-come doser together in ta complementary development of
audiovisual-techniques. . c

The completion of 3 3 eals of studies hiis involved a major commit-
tent and continuing interest of the American Broadeasting Co., which
1> guing to award each year additional rescarcli grants to_selected
acadeniic persuns-who ate going to vork morc.on their own-projects.

I wonld say that throughent the 5 years, editors’ workshops we
have conducted, and-consultations on-regulal seripts have given us
increasing knowledgd about the, massive- chailenges-in laying down

auidelines which. are not eternal- roads forever, but ways in which

editors and seript Wiitets cane approacl-more responsibly the media
(Icg)ic!i(m of violence, .

Thank you. : -

Mr. Rannorra ] hope what youchave just seen showed what the
television induostry s doing tuday to police itsell and the care taken
each day to every single program aired. :

On a local level we at channel 4, and:of courseall the other Salt
Lake television stations, take vt tesponsibility w oun viewing public
setivusly. We take great pride in‘the prograns we present, ot only in
privic:tine, but entertaining atnd wholesoms progiamis inthe children’s
areas and the family viewing area. ’

1U's a conunon misconception. that we passivedy condone petimissive-
ness-and more ~ex atd violenee on the-air. ' We don't.

And through the: efforts of people like Al Schndder, Dr. Heller,
D1, -Cline, awd- responsible people like you, the television industry
will'be able to et realistic guidelines consistent with- the tastes of the
piajority of-the American viewing public.

" Thank you.
. Senator Moss. Thank you.

Jay? -

Mr. Lrovp. Thank vou, Senator Moss,

We have referred-to -Dr. Cline, and 1 have to-say in:the studies |
have read, there are-glmost as many varied opinions on violence and
the effects ol violence inctelevision as thorerare ndividuals, a5 y ou-could
tell from the people taday, andg also from those psyChintrists, and ~0
forth.

L would like tozsubmiit a-few items for s our perazal wiitten by Dr,
Jozeph-Klapper. I want to present. that. as evidenee.

Senator Moss. Thank yon. We will neeept. that in our files.

M. Lroyn, You alluded catlier 1egarding the motuing progiaming
for children and the valune-of it~

L might point out, and-Iwill just o Jighe later, that a good share of
the moring programing now (s logged onout-logs not as entet tain-
ent, tlh“uugfl‘l}ml:f'la—lm\l‘ful childien. But itis logyed as instructional,

First, T would like-also - to submit fur your perusal and your con-
venience asstudy of pleasutes receiv ed by dilldren who obséryed " Fat.
Albert and -the'Cosby Kids.” The primary effort?of the study was to
detérmine to - what degiee the so inll effedts ware communicated to-its
audience-of children, )

.
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"The neat is a study of suessages teceived by childien who viewed the
episode of “U.S. of Archie.” Fhe objective was to determine to what
eatent-the teleyvision: prograsu- connmuticated historical and techinical
facts and pro-social messages to the-andience of children. I subnit -
that. . )

And the third is a-stidy of messages of children-who vbserved, an
episode of the “Popeorn Machine.” I-would liké to submit that.

“Neat Iwould like to discuss for acmotient var program schedule, at -

. channel-5. My collengues liere will talk about ‘their own prograius. '

This is merely o list of CBS and KSL programs that deal divectly with
children, Many times people say.. “What do you do for children?”

I would like to just read some of them. They are instructional and
again, saying that they are entertaining doesn't miean they are bad.

While you are looking at that program schedule, I woull like to
point out, that 1 feel not_only KSL but all- the local stations are-far ,
ahead of the countiy in wlat-we do for tlie children. And I. would. .
like to just point a few of:thuse out. The Children’s Christmas Parade,
which we-do every yéar, is listed there. Romper Ruom that we have
been carrying for 19 years and Youang Americans Educational Com-
petition. Talent Showease, where we bring talent from the young.
people throughout the State and surrcunding States. These are just.a
‘few of the things that we do. AndT submit this as some evidence what
we do at KSL for the childreri. . ‘

I feel -all the prograjus in-most- cases, -our news, our sports, and' I
think really the yoang peeple told our story today. 1 know. my_children
Know-tnore about-w hatis guing on inithe world from watching the news
on television, they know more abont sports-than T-ever knew and 1
think we have to give television ¢redit for.those things. -

[-would like wo-talk about onr responsibility tocally. Wehas e henrd:
ibout the network. T am sure all of the pevple and may be-yon gentle--
metni do not know that even though the networks go to-these great
efforts, that we-still-are responsible as licensees for vur own coinmun-
ity. We have preempted programs. 'We have delayed programs,
And we have edited i)l‘ugl‘ailn.s. X> late n5> Juninary 30, we reempted a
yrogram. called “Bob and. Ted and Carol and Alice.” We did not .
}écl it should-come info our-market. . . -

“T'he following week, “The Getaway,” I thought the nc,tworktgligl Y
really -good- job of editing. But we felt for-our community  we still .
made four further edits-and we informed the network ofit.

One othet subject I would-like to tonch upon, most-pevple. condemn.
television stations .ot they comdemn the netwqrks for the type of
programs they have. They say. “Why do yout force that type of
program on us? We don't want to.watch that.”

And that i not true about the networks and. the stutions literally .
spend hundreds  of, thousands: of duilars a yeat in rescarch basically
through research firms - to find ont what the tastes of ‘the people.in
New York-City and Salt.Lake City are. i

Now, they were not ns-sophisticated- in<y ears past-as they are, and
Twould like to just, if T may: read=n paragrapl-from. the latest TV
-Guide, tnlking about those ratings and Low: they take a pulse on the )
public as to-whetlier or not we like a program. For c.\nm;‘)IL-; “Beacon
hill" appeared on CBS television network thi» full. The program-

cexecutives thought it would: be a good. show, and they - thought it
woukl appeal to a mass aadience. That is-our.responsibility, 1o reach
a mass mudience. After 2 or 3-weeks, -they found -ont.that the-people
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did not Ill\\‘ “Bencon THIL" Aftér 13-weeks, “Beacon ”l" was.taken

off the uir.

On-the other hand, “Gunsmoke™ was left on-the : air for 18 years, It
wasi't left-on the ait -becanse someone at the network liked con oy,
~|m\\~ It i> because you and T aind Mis. Jones neat door were h"ulul
in-those surveys;.we ~m(l “I'like 1t or “Ldon't like it.”

I would like to quutc now Mr. Robert Wouwl, president. of CBS.
Mr. Wood says that, “The quicker you get the information, the

quicker you are able to make u decision.” = .

So, maybe by Octobia we will linve more information on haml than
we had in the oll (Ill\\ by the middle of Deceber. So, if- you have
Alata, a lot of stutistics, “to do nothing. about them woull ‘not. be
r capmml)lc. ‘

I miight point out-as a result of that, llu- 27 shows that started Llu~
fall on the various networks, 16 of the-27 have failed. Failure means
ouly one thing. That the American: public did-not siceept-them, They
didd not want-theta in their. living roons and so they didhi’t watch thent.
I think that is the thing we oy etlouk-in cotmittées, in-groups such as
we have had today it they are the people whe (Ic(,ulc what-we have
on television. )

In dosing, just a couple of statenients. Ddon’t think television 1
think we have to-tahe the respousibility in-our own lwme, We feel
that we are doing.a fine jub consulting. We tcalize the acsponsibility
that we have to ot ouly the children hat to adults. and.it s sumething
we are-working on every: day.

I would_like to now_call on Mi. Lamat Smith, the programeditecton
of KUTV.

Senator Moss. Mr. Smith? ‘

Mr. Surein. At KUTY we are concerned with these questions. A
hild gy Lave o need largedy whiclogrons out of his peet groap, awd
schyol and family velietionship, often lu- wolnea to l(*luhlun to satisfy
that beed. What'le fimls there-Tas to'b of llnpullunw to-the-broad-
-caster, .

The average: child. frony a- slul)lv cuvironment should find Ill\l(,ll to
add to Iu~c.\puw|.u , sl while it s yuestionable that any one mediam,
can completely fil' all-the needs of eversone, KUTV makes it a policy
to telecast progiains whicl cover o lnmnl tange off matetial from
nattuctionad amd cultaral, o o variety of- entel tainment. W have
progiated an_ average of 12 shows ‘weeh specifically designed for
viewing by -daldren. .\ml s the tist which lins been -made - v ailable
to thuse hite shows, over the |n~L-: month pulml, N ~|)Lu.|| progranis
have been preseuted, about 7 specials per mguth, These prograis
teilect an intent ot to- I'mhll a desite o increase awdiences or get a
ool auiveys retarn, for -these Progtains - runI\ pull large auulluu.cs,
tul o supply needs. So. the selective \w\\cr can often find needs
fulfilled.

Mere nunibict s, of Coutse, do-not present o pictate of content and
quality. Hete thetesponsibility of the station-lies in properly choosing
matetals, Plucing. programs in proper time slots, and eradic, ulun'
asaitable poitions if nocessay . This reaponsibility is not shunted
aside Dut is teflectad inestation policies, many -of which are not gener-
ally 1ecognized ln the public. &> an ongoitig-policy, KUV reserves
the |umr~ from 3o 8 pan. during the “week, all day Saturday and
\mulu\, ax well as-eatly evening on Wechend, as thuse homs when

’
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childien are watching, and programs-accordingly. Standatd, policies

cover not only thuse areas, but areas adjacent to thuse times, since

- : -

children_are often present in_later hours,
On KUTYV during the evening hours, motion pictures are shown on

the-average of fonr per weck or approximately 206 features per year.
Of that number, about 8 or 10 are presented which contain materialy:

‘of “questionable interest to children. Tlis represents aboat -3 percent

of the total numbér of featnres. After previewing in advanced screen-
Ing sessions, a .letermination is made either to delay the program
edit, cancel, or min it in its time slot witlesaitable advisory warnings
being presented: at the ovpening, one-half hvar within, and. on- the
promotional materials.

Feminine hygiene product advertising presented by the network

‘tuns by their-policy after 10-pan. New York {ime. Those spots appear

for our time zone between.9 and 16 p.m. KUTV as a regular practice:

does not run- these sputs, <t covers them: with public serviée an-

nouncements. These commercials are not shown between 3.30 and-

10:30 p.m. weekdays or before 10:30 p.m. on weekends.

Our polity vn mupming commercial movie trailers-on ‘R= or X-rated
. o - 4

movies follows a similar pattern, with -first a close s¢rutiny. of the

‘materials in the comnerdals and then a placement whicl is well vnt

of the hours when children are viewing. PG-tated movies are handled
in muich the same manner. .
KUTY has over the:yearstejected many programs and commercial

announcaments which we have fut unseitable. Keatnres have been
moyved to late - weehend hours, cattings have been-made-from network

and’ local presentations, and in svme instances programs Have been

completely eanceled. ) )
‘While -this selective policy i> enforced constantly at our station,
we like to recall:the mcident of a program “Born Tunvcent’” in which

we cnt out aseene ofisexaal violence  the same scene-whicl eansed a.

wave of cmotional protest thronghout -the rest.of the country. When

Ahe netwoik presented it, it had eacised the same material. The ob-

jeetion in our area was niinimal, N
Again, the question of what chikdren:are doing with television is of
=Rl 2N

primary importance (o KUTV, and 1ecognizing -the needs and uses
. ¢ H n : s he

being made,. we have established a policy of awareness to:it.

W have heard a great deal aboat sex and violence and particularly
violent behavior-and-how it affects: the:individual.

Mr. Lloyd ‘has pointed out that ‘there are probably as many
research units which have come ap with the opposite answer. We
would like to submit this particalar article, oiu:*u? the latest.reports
on research on.the rdationship between eaposure-to TV violence and
aggressive behavior, The researchers have done analysis on data

discussed-in one of the studies for the Surgeon: General.

_They find that-exposare to violent TV dues not predics aggression.
. - “y . ~ 2 . . . .
The authots discuss-previoas evidence andiwhy. their-findings are in-

- - . . I . .
contrast to sume of the previous studies, This article is called “Tele-

vision Vielence and Violent Behavior™ and. it is froni Lhiu\l}‘ugu/.inc
Social Forees, volmme 54 (2), December 1975 e
Senator-Moss. Thank yon. We will De glad to- have that for our
files. ”
‘Mp Lroyp, Now we would like-to hear-from. Mr. Milt, Davis.
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Mr! Davis. [ appreciate the opportunity of being here.

I would like to-complimert the commerdial television stations in
Salt Lake. Often-we are at odils with one another-hut -1 think they -are:
doing an excellent job for children. T would Bke to say that.first to
indieate-that we feel they are trying to Jo a job that needs to be done.
I would like you toknow that PBS lias a method for dealing with
programs that-are of yuestionable concery o that they feel might be
objectionable. When they come in, they are flagged. That requires a
viewing by the program puople Normally that also requires that we
go to an advisory wuncif and let them view that material, 1 they as
a council, and they represent, of course, a wide atea of people within
this community, if :they say the film should be acceptable-we air the
film or the show. If they say “No,” then we don’t air the fili.

We feel-tht.is oue of the areas.where we-have tried to meet our
requirements to find 2oyt what tlic public really does want. Public

scertainment has notbeen mentivnied here bit-that is one of the arcas

that the commerdal stations are dealing with and publicstations are
attempting to deal: with. We have an eacellent comnunications
department on the camspus and we havé applied -for a -grant to-do a
stud y.on ascertainment, ! ‘ K

We are already dealing with: astertainment to-find out what the
public wants«to see and why they would like to sce it.

I et coneerned, and T guess Fhave to indicate to you that by educa-
tion T am a Suciologist and-T get concerned when peuple say that they
should deal:with reality. Very often 1eality is quite harsh. Violence.in
our souiety is quite harsh. Reality may not-he then what we want to

show on ‘T'V

Oftentimed T think we have the responsibility as broadcasters to
climinate: some of that. -1 think primarily we as parents have the
tremendons responsibility ‘to be aware of- what o children see. T am
very cdehighted when my  6-year-old  will -wateh something like
“Boston -Pops,” which he does. ,

Idon’t think:that the public television aector which is to provide an
alternate source of viewing-can do that very effectively if we have

pasgive, irresponsible parents.

I think.that'we have to be cognizant of what iy there. We have to
use the guides. We have Lo use the newapapers. We lave to bé-aware
of the tremendous 1esources availuble to us from television. And T
think that that gets tight: huck tosthe-issue, the ultimate that we are
talking about, the - influence of ow industsy in the home, And that
influence is only there because-we me willing, to have it there. Re-

gardless of how many sets are in your -home your responsibility as a

parent and my 1eaponsibility as a-parent is to-see that my chillren
are-~eeing the- things and listening (o things and, as you suggested,
Senator Moss. Thank you. ‘

Now we will hear froin Bruce.

Mr. Christensen?

Mr, CnristenseN. Thank you, Semator. - .
Fappréciatethe oppor tunity of being here. Fwould like to make just
-cotple of observations wnid perhaps additions to things that have

Kl
already heen said.

Tt is KBYU "FV's philosophy to provide an alternative spurce of
programing ‘to the genetal public. The jparticular empliasis we have

=

. !.!. (3 ‘ .




ERI!

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

45

o instraction and: programing -for- childien is vutlined in the material

we have presented dicoun program guide. We broadcast approximately
10 hours-a day- of programing’that isdesigned apecifically for children
of preschoul age. And we feel that this programing i> an important
alternative in our comniunity. oL

The thing we find distréssing is that sv little of this programing is
being watchied by the general public. Tt available and the signal we
have is goud. KBYU's programing i available for use in homes as

.« 1. » . o .
well as the material said to be.objectiviable. Ratings show, however,

that sex amd violence free programs aré not being watched.

T would suggest tu the pevple who are concerned abovut exposure
to vivlence and sex that they should take the-time to.review the. pro-
gram guides in much the way Mr. Davis suggested. )

L think the committee wonld do well to recommend tv-the educators
that sone . program of medialiteracy is important in our elementary

schools.

We teach people iow to read and huw to deal. with. bugks.that may
be ubjectionable thee but weespend little time in-a media literacy
program -that chicompasses’ the visnal as well as the written-kind of
material péople are exposed -to. . )

I think that's important and-somcthing the committee-should look
into-is the pussibility of developing that kind of & program.in the
schools across the country. )

“F would- also think it i> important that -continued support for
public, broadeasting come from- the Congress. Public broadeasting i
speneling rouglily -$40 million.a year on its:national. program- service.
Comunercial stations are spending well vver-a billion -dollars in-their
national*programing.. -

If we are able to compete with programs like “Sesame Street” and
“Electric. Company® the finaneing for thuse progiams is important.
And I think it would ‘be up to the conmiittee to-sce that funding
contines to be made u\nilub&c, making public broadeasting an alterna-
tive. Feople then should be taught to exercise their agency in selecting
programsthat will be-inportant to be viewed by the public.

Thank you. Aud, again,-I-appreciate the vpportuuity to come here
today. ]

Senator Moss. Thank youw-very. much, Bruce. I appreciate the
responise” from all of you.and specially the taped presentation on the
monitoi. Although. we couldn’t put the picture in the record, we
will have-the words. '

‘We comne back to-this thing about-children-imitating the violence
they see. -

The Surgeon General’s report was unanimous. in- the conclusion
that televised vielenwe and.antisocial belavior - were casually related.
And the broadeast industry sclentists join in “that, ‘including Dr.

Klapper, who-was referred.to here.

Don't-you think that-even if there is a 50 50 clhiance that excessive

violeneedds hagmful that that would indivate we need: to-move more
Shaiply away: from il? "

Mr. Luovn. 1 believe we are. CBS had 39 percent less violepee in
1975 than 1974 1 think we have come a-long way.

We are moving inte that direction, - believe. We talk about all
the police showa T\c arc.on theair for-a long-time every day. We have

five police shows, We have the “Cannons™ and “Switches” and
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“Blae Knights™ and those really I wouldnit call  they are not the
“Magnum Foree” that was alluded to earlier.

The “Magnun Force” was-not-on-television. That was a movie
in -the theater. That was not on television. 1 think -the Andustry is
moving in- that ditection bernuse when Caanon punclics-soriebody
i the nose, I don't think that has the mly erse effect. When y on-think
of all the “Phyllises"-and the “Mary Tyler Moores™ and the “Carol
Burnetts” and all the things we do, vur police shov s are ery ninimal,
frankly. .

We talk a lot about vivlence and frankly T get letters evers day and
Lam sure-the other managers do, they are usually:a forin letter signed
by 200 people that say . Please get rid of- the violence on television:
And Fusually respund-to the first naine because that's the only. address
and say 10y ou're concerned ubout a “Cunnon” or “Kojuk’ or what-
-ever, ‘this-is my private line, please call me and. discus it with me,
But they very seldom call. Tt's one of those things where they say
television -is full of violence ~o they sign the form letter but they

dor’t stop to think' whether they really saw something- which will.

, harm e or do T get vn the bandwagon” because Mis. Jones: brought
the form'letter around? .

I think there is something theie and we are working on it. But T,

sometimes wonder if there is as inuce there as some peuple scem to
think there is.

Senator Moss. Would it:be feasible to constract a sort of violence
profile 50 we could measute the degiee of viglence in-programing?

Mr.Lroyp. T-will ask anyone else to answer-that.

Mr. CurisTeENsEN. T think CBS nicasures w hat kinds of violence
tnkes place and the.instances of that per program are.counted. Aud 1
think that material probably -could 'Lc made: available to the com-
mittee I know it has been-ieported in Broadeasting Magazines and
‘other areas. T think those profiles are available.

Senator Moss. Is that-being done'by CBS alone in-is-that sicross the
broadeast.industry? )

Mr. TenpLe. That was done across the-industrs and all networks
demonstrated a reduction in episudes of violence this past season
compnred-to-the y ear'hefure. Al sotie netw orks had'u greater redue-
‘tion than others, partly icause they had-Tad more violence the
preceding year. But all Ty e reduced. And this, Famisure, is available
to the public and can be-available to you. '

Senator Moss. We talked about the childien’s programs. that are
available. But how many hours a week do these children’s shows
represent? You detailed a number of themon your listing heve, And
the others have alluded-to them. With the testinony about the number
of hours children sit and wateh telesision, Faonder really-how effective
are f'ust, a few specinl’shows, :

Mr. Liovp. These are just the percentage of-shows that are strictly
children’s shows, almost cartoons. That (h;cpnft mean. that that's all
here s for teleyision, The Kids, my childven los e Carol Burnett. They

love a lot of :the entertainment shows. Frankly, voi. look at the-

audience profile of “All-in.the Family " hich has heen one of the top
shows in the couitry for-several years now, that there arc-u-lot of
children who are ¢ntertained and ['m sure learn o great.lesson.

Some people sy . Gee, that s really bad. But if'you look at it, there
i usunlly a good moral lesson. Hy ou discuss thatind say . “Look what
happened,”™ T think it's n - great learning -eaperience for: the children.

w
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So, when you-say, “What percentage for children?" I would say hope-
Aully-nost of it i for children although it-is.a great medimn of enter-
tainment for all ages,

"We can’t-deprive the elderly or the-middle-nged or whateyer from
, this great-entertainment vehicle il say it all Tras to he just strictly
Charlie Brown; althongh the children Tove Charlic Brown, they also
love some of the other.things which sre very good for them, T think.

So I think the percentages  you can't.look-at J.ercentages and say: .
“What do you do just for-children?” And 1 think we do a lot for
children. :

“Senator-Moss. Children, of course, watch what is there. And there-
fore we can’t segregate programing entirely for-children although some
programs are nuufo to. appeal specifically to-children. .But ﬁ:wc Lo
make sure that our adult programs sre not destrnetive: to children,

Are there standards that ought to be impused on the-adult shows
widely viewed-by children? ’ -

Mr Raixger. For instance, something that hasn't even come up
really is daytime television which really i the sexual way of looking
at it is rougher yet, aid’ there are some children home.

My, Syrrni. T don't think that we cair rule out the fact that we have
adults in the world and’ there are thyse programs which are concerned
with-them. So.as the gentleman on the video tape stated; that they
-are not going to just: program:for a particular area. Tliey consider:the
total gammt of ages-and types. So 1 don't think that we can sy adult
programs per se are-going to be ruled.out.entirely, T think the whole
trick to it is in using discretion as towhere they are progranied and ) -
also having adviee-along-those lines. o

Mr. Raixagr. T sure would like to see the resnlts. Are they watching

* this or are-they, wat(hing the more gereral: ty pe of: situation comedies
or et cetern? This is what makes it so-tough. There: are lots of com- -
mittees and-groups who come to us and say . “This is what children
should be watehing.” . .
But <uying what they shonld be watching and: then finding out
whéther they are watching it or not are two different things.
: » . Senator Moss. Of:zcourse, all of-us have-children, our owh or grand-
4 children or closcly related and-we lave to-measure what we would.
want them to fie-observing again: t standards we- think broadeasters
ought to apply. And:thisis the difliculty. None of us want censorship,
how arc we going to get: appropriate prograpiing and ads ertising
for our children to view? i
Mr. Ciastease. IUs o difficult aren. We talked about public
ascertainment. Tt's like trying to program your station by a committee
of 5,000 or 10,000 people. 1t's very (Tiﬂi(uﬂbvt(),pl‘ogrmn that way.
Udon'tthink. that what may be acceptable to Dan Rainger may be
acceptable to Milt Davis, We it here at the-same table and yet not
agreeing, and perhaps not with you, on what we would- want onr
(-i‘;il(lrvn» to view, I-think thnt someliow to say you're going to set
standard uniquely for a. totalindustry with ~o nmany variant regional
concepts of what woull be pornography, for example,. would be
-ex{remely diflicult. ]
( Mr. Lrovn. Senator, I made a comment a-minute ago on children’s
: programing and what they should watch. We lmve one of the finest
programs i the country on “Captain -Kangaroo," a CBS ‘television-
network-program. But the children that watch it, you conld probably
erowd in’ this room: 1t great. The parents think it's great. The .
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pressure groups suy it's gicat. For somie iime we had only a half-hour
of it. But the pressure required-that we.put on the full liour. With
our rating system we know what people like and what they don’t
like. That's broken down to how many women 18 to 34 like'it. How
many over 50 like it or dislike it. It's a very sophisticated system for
measuring the peuple. Wo get a 'pressure group of-45 people wlio come
down who say, “We-don’t like; it-and- you should-take it off.”

But-we have to look at the broad scope and serve our whole com-
munity amd we do. have that vne measurement of our community,
what they like and what they don’tlike. And if it’s bad or if.it lias too
mch violence the people don’t wateh it and it goes off tie air.

_Senator Muss. Well, thank you, gentlemen, I would like to continue
the: dinlog. T have already kept You through the noon liour and
we must terminate the hiearing.

1 think we-have heard sonie excellent vbseryationsliere this morn-
ing.from the community and. from the broadeasters themselves who
are responsible foi-the programing and what i on the air. We have all
agreeil that television is - scarce public resource. You brondcasters
are-trustees of this resource. We know that TV affects children. So
what we-are trying to do is.to firid what standards we-should expect
-the industry t6 apply. ,

I commend the broadeasters for demanding and effecting Ligher
standards of programing. They claim- they have cut down somewhat
on the violence, 1 think there i»-consensus that gratuitous violence
Lins no place in programing,. whether it i> aimed-at children or adults.
Welinve an carlict example of when the Congress felt that advertising
on television conld:-besv danmaging to the public health of this zountry
that it was banned. As you all ‘know, cigarette.advertising went off
the air. i .

Cigarettes nie a product known- to be damaging-to health and the
TV s selling that-product were quite.offensive. That indicates how
strong .the national }cclingiia about -television as a medium.

And that's the reason, T suppose, why you ltve taken these steps
for which yeu should-be commended. Wlat we are trying to d6 in the
committec-is to-undersiand -this mars elous medium -and -to measure-
its performance against our social needs in- all of our conmumunities.
We need to determine what:gaidance we ought to give to-those wlio
are the trustees of the right to'use the mediunrand-to enter all of our
Jomes every day. '

Well, you-have contiibuted greatly to our-record-and L appreciate
it very much. Let me say that L appreciate the many things you have
told us that you’re doing in this arca.

Mr. LLoyp. Senator, may I add.one thing?

Senator Moss. Yes. -

Mr: Lioyn. We have talked about progruming aid what we have
Aried to-da. but we have left one thing out and:that is the public
service we do. We have -publi, service-announcements that we run,
appealing to-children- not to-get involved- in drugs, not-to drink and
drive and do some of thése things. . )

So 1 think we-have a-good -force- there. People don’t think about
those. The average:lnyman thinks that's a connnercial or somethirg.
But that is 'u’pulﬁic service message aimed -at the children.

. Senator Moss. That.is a good point.and: I am glad: you put it in
the record, We tend to talk nbout the parts we worry. about in tele-

5
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vision aud gluss vver perhaps the good things that are being done in
-inany areas,
You mentioned one of them, public service. But TV opens up the
whole universe to children. Imagine the broadcasts we have seen
““from the moon. ' .
Thank youvery much. I have kept you all. We are now adjourned. -
.[Whereupon, at'1:15 p.in:, the hearing was adjourned. .
{The fp&lo“ing information was subsequently. received for the
record:] ' T g .
Rescarchers, haven't begiin to furret ouit the impact of television m the United
States. Yet'the gencration of children who saw it mtu existence 1s how through

graduate sehool” Althuugh sotue dramatic changes in social traditions and personal
morals have bean traced in America, we're still reluctant to say televisivn.was a

.cause of the changes, for-better ur wurse. It would be nanve to suggest-thereis a - T
. sule. cause for any widespread, sucial change in any culture, The folluwing changes
¥ in-the. U.S. come to my mind: .

1 Educaturs report'a downturn in the noring of nattonal standard achievernent
“tests. The college entrance ¢xam nurms recently drupped another- ten- points.

2. The'illiteracy rate has shyrocheted. (Many people stll read the newspaper,
Lut it would b juteresting to find out fiow many adalts prefer to get the news via
television.) o ’ o

3. Family ties have weakened.

4. There is aturn from Judeo and Christian religious practice.

What dues -television offer exeept current news and- indepth- news specials?
-Aecording tu sutie statistics,. vivlence -such as murders, kidnappings, -torture
scenes, and lynchings comprise much of- the fare. They eomprise the plots of
pulic, deteetive, and uthier advontuare fiction viewed niglitly by mullions. Yiolence
has raised fromi 17 percent in 1954 to 60. percent of the-total fare today (R. M. -
Lichert, Il. 8. Davidsun,.J. M. Nealg). And.it's- getiing-a lot ‘of attention. At .
sixteen thie average Amcrican cluld has spent as mach tiume watehing televiston :
as e hasspent in schoul (AL Sicgel). Ts it a-teacher substitute? And mother can
get o lot of work dune while the children wateh TV, Is'it a parent substitute?

When- we tovh-our television out to the garage ten months ago,.at wasn't a big
sacrificc The moving suap vperas and the squgaling, money giveaway programns
during the day had been wasteful.” The ehildren” caught the evening adventure
hourjust befure they went to-bed. The thrills-and chills of -murder which are
suppused to turn on the masses vnly upsct the children to tears, My husband and
[ had to make p decision. Is the teleyisivn=worth.it? Is it giving us anythingn
return fur.our attention? We decided it was not. Tam glad to report the following
changes in the family since the television has been gone: ’ —

L. -Communication Jovels are up. We talh more tu each uther, and the content
is.ore meaningful. We aren’t distracted by peeling vur ears off -t a teles ision
shun. What the children say tu us and-we tu them is more important. It s sad to
think that sunie families spend the only titme;they liave together watclung tele-.

+ . vision, the dinner.hour. ' ' )

2. 'The chillren read for antertainment, - Library bouks, jigsaw puzzles, and other
“thinking tos s vecupy. thar time. While they -are.y vung and ther imagimations are
‘st stimulated, they create gatues of mahe-belivye that used to entertam cluldren
before the Saturday morning cartoons beecame-the fashion.

3. The children xercise their budies more. No more ved -cyes from: the glare
of the screen. Fven in-the winter-they get outaide. .

4. My husband: aud: T are more egnfident that-as few adverse influences as
posaible beconie models fur the children's inntation. The television 1s an excellent
place fur cluldren and techagers to learn crime and uoschief. The crimes perpe-
trated as a. result of television: show “imitatipn have been vpen admissions of
people -who have plagued. wirports -with- bomb threats or murdered m-speeific,
plot oriented-ways.

Statistically thuse clunges (in our “family have no -significance. And- there
aren’t cnough people i the ULS, who would.give uptheir televisions to test the
pusitive influence-for themaclvea, It seems humoreus: to-me, however, that the
prople T tell this-story te-candidly adunt we have an excellent idea - or they:
defond thansdy e-immedately by saying they and thar ehildren watch television
very littde. In all thery is o pervasive airoof embarrasstient about televisions:

q
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But the TV-1s here to stay, It was and-is 8 revoludonary device. It is used to
briug clused circutt prograns to schouls, It is an vutlet for hard working men and
woumen-who cume hume at-the day’s end-to.unwind. It entertains pcupt: whu are
bedridden or confined to. the house. But for the. rest;of the tune, it is wasteful
-tu hve life vicanously when we should be living the caperience firsthand,

In tradefor America’s lugalty,. the industries Lave given little in retiien to
promute health and welfare, They saythey:just want-tu please the publie, and
the spunsurs will: say they just want-tu scll-<their suap. What they are_doing is
seling the awdience uut betwean thy shufling of the cprofits and expluiting of
yovuang people with the erie vur owne gusernment abhors as o nativnal problens.

Recommendations: o - N '

J. That the guvernmient step up research vn the bad effects of-television violence
on children and unstable, crime-prone adults. . T

2. That the government start o campaign fur educating parents tu television
monitoring for- their children, . o _—

.3, That the industries compronuse thar prime titne hvwes for the health of the
audience that watches nost. Cluldren are apt to watch television right after schoul
-until nine.o’cloek at night on weekdays. o o

The further ree nmendations don’t call for federal inters ention in programing,.
That wonld be shazand itself in time, The answer reats with public education and,
an upen claim-of ‘cuncern by cungresy to o problem. they hase been aware of for
-wlong time and ignored.”

-

:CHARLOTTE- OGARA,
ReFERENCES o ’

1. Davidson, E. 8., Neale,-J. M., Liebert, R. M. Aggressign in childhood: the
unpact of television;-In V. B. Cline {(ed.), "“Where do yuudraw the ling,” Ttah.
Brighmm Young University Press, 1974, . ’ T

2: Siegel, A, The effects of mediae vivlence on sucial Iearning, In V. .B. Cline
}lh(;) “Where du-yon draw the [llLu." Utali. Brighant Young University Press,

074. - »

i

STATEMENT 08 VicTun B, Cuini, PacD,, ProFrssur ok Poycnongay, Usiveusity
or Uran ° .

THE BFFRLTS UN- CHILDREN AND CORRENT STATUS O RN, VIOLENCIL AND ANTI-
SOCIAL CONTENT OF COMMURCIAL TELEVISION PROGRAMMING

ULS. tdeviston progranamng has i recent ) cars been subjeet to critical scruany
atd ub i autbc e of vceastons tihett to tash by not only.congressional inv estigatory
cotntnittees but also large numbers of behavigral seientists, as well as (more
recentlyy the-Surgeon General ofs the-United Safes. The Npeefic foeus uf nost

of these entical-apprasads s beensthe tremendody volume-of-explicit violence-

and sexuality sereened in:prime time programming,

However, with Lot few. waceptions, there has been -litthe eaplicit sex.on the
TV sereen. Lust Fall's-Born Innoeent™ on :NBC TV depicted the brovin rape
of a teen-age giel mhighly Visual-aid provoeative fashion, But-this is a rarity.
Winle there 15 a gcat deal of seaual promtiscuity on day time TV-soap operas,
the camnera has usually stay edout of thic bedroome, Nighttime ' movies of the week”
vriginally R rated arc usually toned down somewhat by judicivus editing and
seaual exphicitness varies wechly, but it never approaches what Is seen.om the
comtieroial theatre sercen, Blue jukes- and franh discussions are ueeasivnally
seen un the tulh- shuws, plas sutne double entendres -and - leering: snggestiveness
vl sutne of the addience paarticipativn ganie shows. About the unly place that.suft
cutg puriugtaphy s currently . progeammed is un clused eircuit netw orks for roum-
guests in some large hotel-and motel-sitnations, . :

In fuirness to the television mdustry we-nught bnéfly mention the other side
uf the cun, sumggefl ther very real contributions to vur lifeand culture, There
has been an «xu’?fa.d,\ ugh quality of programung across a broad spectrum of
spurta. This has‘been done with siperty professional skitl and finesse, all free (of
course) to the viewer. Most news and weather progratmming must alsu be given

-high comintdations plug the many public -interest” ducumentaries. And- while
- few ‘ernitics have poreaved some bias i news presentativns, I would suggest-that

TV news bruadeasting.inay,-in-fact, he one of-the least biased-n™ -ua sources of
news  breause: they are.under such cluse scrating by, the public a: 4 government
regulatury -agetcies. [ think the telesision induséry has to be gi.en-very -high
tiarhs and muych praise for their dectiva_cuverage as well as major Lews happen-
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ings of any sort, including the Watergate hearings. Nativnal Geographigspeeils,
public issues forums, .religious- specials, documentavies on a great variety. of
publie interest subjeets have been dune-with high skill on nunicrous . occasions,
Vith regards to sheer entertaininént, it-is possible to_see-free movies nightly,
many of recent origin, of very high qtality. And if unc s fair about it onc. must
‘also note, thut the TV.industry in-their furious scramble for ratings, -do’ (in
fact)-attempt to really give the public what they want to sce. Thus, the free
market opcrates with great vigor as the major nets orks try to please the viewing
public ‘with their various presentations, and with:mast:shows 1t 15.indeed the
-viewer. who in the end decides- the fate of this “scrios or-that, by the-simple

-expedicnt of turning his set on or off to Larticular shows.

However, because 9857 of Amecrican homes do have at least one TV:set, and”’
many homes have sets in every bedroomand family roum, which amounts:to -al-.
most total penetration of ‘American family lifu and culture,.I think the television
industry-has to be espeeially sensitive and responsible for the.type and quahty-of
their programrning. They haie a power and instrumentation ty (nfluence the values
and behavior, espeeially of young pebdple, unknown to any otiver “age or time his-
torieally. And the oft-stared notion that parents can easily moumtor.ubjectivnable
TV-shows by simply turning off the switch or changing channels simply does not
-hold water or work ot that way in real life. Many mothers work, and parents are
frequently away from. home in the ‘evenings leaving it up to the -children - them-.
selves to pick and chouse the programs of interest. Or young girls uften babysit in
another’s resjdence where no adults are present. And for parents to know in ad-
v:'\nlcc the type and quality of ‘material yn all specific shows s nearly . an impos-
sibility. . C

Itis also impertant to nute that the average child spends more tune in front of a
television set durlng i year’s time-the.n in front of a teacher in the. elassroom nt
schanl In fact, that average child will spend more of his sakmg tuace luoking at
TV than any other typeof activity (cxcept sleep) in his growing-up years. Studies
nf pre-schoolers at hunee, show that they are expused to more television before they
=lart first grade, than the average student wiil spend in the classroom dunng four
years of college. In suni, v hat this all means is-that television is the mnust powerfnl
acculturating agent = vur sucicty;: next to the family.. And where the family is
immebilized duc to Givored, marital discord, alevhohisin,: mental illness or similar
serivus socinl protlems, television mauy Le the moust putent instructional force in
-the child’s whole lifc. ’ 3 L

-A great deal of rescarch frumn scures of studies has convincingly demnunstrated
tgain-and again the puncr of.mauddding and imitiative learning to teach children
new behaviors and values. What children see others duing on TV or in filins can
“have profound effcets un them. The essential formula s “monkey sec, monkey.do."”
We teach table manners this way, hew tu tune a car, how tu share, how to negotiate:
differences, plus most vther aspects of socizl living, i

Although vivlenee has always lieen part «f American gntertamment in television,
its frequency has increased steadily <oy er Jhe past twenty yeam. In 1954, for ea-
'untplc, vivleneg saturate d action and ady cnture programinng accounted for-only
177, of prime time network offerings, by 1961 the figure was 60%;.. By 1969 ab,* 1t
cight in trn primc time shuws cuntancd vivlence, and the frequency- of violent
episudes was almost cight por hour. Dunng the 70°s this agh rate of vivlence pro-
%rnmming has ‘contnued-unchanged: Studies-by the National* Assyciation for

tetter ‘Broacdeasting has estimated vn the Lasis of -their mnvestigations that-the
average eh’ld during the decade of thar hfe between 5 and 15, will.wateh the
violen’ * struction of morc than 13,400 persons on television. )

,Wht  ne cunsidurs that erimes of violence are increasing currently in exeess
ol nine times the rate of population growth in the U.S we have cause for_nujur
€ nerrns about the pussibile contrbution of television to this tragic statistic. Whén
nr considers that the U.S'has the higheat honnade rate among the great eoun-
trive of the world, five to seven times greater than the Umited Kingdom, and-10
timey greater than the Scandinavian countries (where violenee on TV 13 a smal
feaction of that in the U.S.), the rescarch on initative learning and snodeling
1ae+ 18 inereasingly important in suggesting possible causes. )

1 -rescarch’at-the Universty. of ‘Ctah suggests that two things happen when
chiluren are capusid to eacessive quantitics of 3 wlence msthar media entertain:
menfs, Firat. they become desensitized to'it m time, the, beeome cmotionally
Llutted, thair cunscicned Lcomes dulled; they Juse the capacity tu feel sy mpath,
an’l cmpathy for the victim of violence. Secund. they- are taught again and again,
t! Susands of times, in specific-detail how to commt violent acls. Bpth of thesc
«gether inercase, inctang, th prybability that they, « lu-n_l’r:wtr:\tc(l, may-them-

* )
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sclies.comturt’w vivlent ot aganst another human bung. And cven thuugh they

have been taught guod cthical behuvaors by thar parents, there will Le the battle-

wsthin themselves to cuntrol ther agezessiy campulses, and souner or fater they
niay luse-that battle ur may themseltes become the victin of sume other child’s
vivlent beluvior whose contruls bre &K down, All that has been s:ad about violence

also applics to” purnugraphy, o great deal of - which nuwadays in much adult-

cihenua invulves seaqal, aggresaivh, sgahat wolnct.as well as . general seaual ex-
ploitation- of- females, .
What should we du abiwut this situation? - With regards to teleyision Tam vppused
tu direet cegsurship. But I'would suggest cummumty protests Le fucused against
Jffending programs by wnting the FCC Federal Comnmumicativns Culnnissiun,
Washingtun;. D.C.; with carbuns of aefux copies tu the (1) local stativn’and-(2)
the spunsor of-the product- Jus address will be on Ins product label). If a stativn

«» unfeasonald; afresponinble in'its progralanag then-I'd suggest citizens in the,
‘wotnmunnty challenge its bong relicensed when that comes up for renewsl every

three years). )

With regards to the industry itselfl 1 would suggest -that, they. deliberatcly
prugrams matenad that has mure pro-svcial content enibeddedin it, My -reviews
of the diterature un the subject suggest that what awdiences want, especially. in
the.young adult and adulescent years, 1x'lots of ‘activn. I tlunk-it is possible to
have eaciting content .with luts of adyenture, daring, and movement, cte,, with-,
wut hasving to resort to.cxplicit vivlence exphetly shown, The thing that “hurts™

“eapeaally young viewers 15 the speafic cluse up sheck depictivns of man killing

man. What I am suggesting 1s that it 1> pussible to hase cven summe vivlence; which
1a-cettaindy « part of life, depacted 1n non-harmful- ways. You reduce the vverall
quantity, yue don’t eapluit 1t, 3ou show itin a respunsibile cunteat, aad.you give

1t sutic oral quality, »vu:don’t.glamorize at, and through certain filmic tech-
.

niques soften its explicitness.

We are now secing an ancreasing aluvunt of research-suggesting that you
can teach (through mod hng and amtative learning via filis and TV) ali kinds
of prosvaial behavior.such” as '(1; showing sympathy fur others in distress, (2)
slanng, 13; previding ard uF assostance we alwther, (1, controlling one's aggressive
unpulses, iy making up.for bad behavior by, apadugizing,. making amends, ete.,
and (6) resisting temptation. o ’ i )

Knuwng the puwer of-thar medium, why “can’t the creaturs vi television pat
prusvaial Lehaviors and thanes into thar telovision entertainments? Why can’t
they nuahe o cuntnbution to vur suciery rather_than aplait’it? I think this'is not
unly pussible, but also finehiaally: ranunerative as the Waltons, for exanple, has
demonsteated. And,.of coursy, proghatus aith presveal material can-be eatrenaely
diverse i guntent and theme, and need not.adl be depictivas. of syrupy famnily
togetherness. The Blacks,. Clucalive, Indians, womien and other minority groups
have, fur.a decade, successfully been involved il cuhscivusness raising, - calling
attention ty ther wnique problems and asplutation. The tie: has come, T would
say, fur concerned adults and-espuaally thuse with growing children, a par-
ticularly vulnerable group, . to enguge i cundcivushess Fusing” with regard to
the abuse.and explutation of.our medw-entertuniients, If we don't protect vur
young, who'clse will?

. —_— 3
> g e
. Ones, Urtan, February 4, 1976, .
To-Whom It-May Concern: .
May Le-this letter could be sent tu the ‘Senatur -whe 15 interested in banning

Evel Knievel’s-performances on T.V. I hope he wins.

My Gyear-uld. grandson -watched: the news and saw- these performances. One
day i\c put a large roch gout on-lus Like and was going tu jump over the-rock.
e landed vn lus head and was rushed to unergeney for X-Rays, He received a
conuzsivn. The black amd bl awidhng toyk quate sumie tine to disappear. Thank
Godl all 1s:well now, we hope. My-grandson’s pame is John Andrew Behrman,
- Sinecrely, . .
o Mrs. Jouy Hannison.

r
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KUTV/IN3C SELECTED PROGRAMMING APPROPRIATE FOR YOUNGER VlEWE_RfS'"

Beginning Fall, 1975°

- . 12:30-2430 pm

+Novemker |
N 2:30-3:00 pm

November 3
7:00-8:00 pm .
. November 8
2:30-3:00 pm
Novembar 1l
-4:00-5:00 pm
November 22
‘ 2:30-3:00 pm
November 23
4:00-8:00 pm
‘Novamber 24
7:00-8:00 pm
A

November 27
“8:00-10:00 om

November 27
10:300m+1:00 pm

November 28
2-30-3 :30 pm
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-Man In The Tron Mask

- DAY & TIME PROGRAM
» * -
gep!ember? R Ll UNWILLING WARRIOR - Sandburg's Lincoln A h
> 8:00-9:00 pm .
“October 18 RED GOLD - &0 FATHOMS BENEATH THE SEA
~5:00-6:00 pm i
., . October2l *SOUL AND SYMPHONY. - (Special Treat)
4:00-5:00 pm Concent Jox chuldnen corprased 0f ock, classicat;:jazy’
October 23 - FIRST LADIES' DIARIES: Martho Washington
¢+ 11:300m=1:00 pm
October 27 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL = The'Amazon
:7:00-8:00 pm :
October 28 LIFE {Life, Liberty and the Puriuit of Happiness)
7:00-8:30 pm N
-November |’ LIFE - (fh_il}fen': vansion
“ "10:30-11:00 am .
November |- MOVIE FLASHBACKS = (Clossic Stories)
December & Count of Monte Cristo

“Comsicon’ Bru. '

Coptain Caution

Son of Monte Cristo

AMERICAN LIFESTYLE = Som Howtin .

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL = Joumey to the High Arctlc
AMERICAN UIFESTYLE - Williem Jennings Bryon-
wt N
FLIGHT FROM FUJi = (Spacial Treat)
ANERICAN LIFESTYLE = Woodrow Wilson

WILLIE WONKA AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL - Grizzly,
< .

THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE -

A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS’

-BILL DAILYS' HOCUS POCUS GANG 4
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November 28

7:00-7:30 pm

December |
7:00-8:00 pm

December 3

7:00-8:30 pm-

December 8
7:00+8:00 pm

Décember?
4:00+5:00 pm

December 127
7:30+9:00 pm

“December 15

7:09-8:00 pm

December 28
7-00-8:00 pm
Jonuary 3

5:00-6:00 pm

Jatvary 4
4:00-4:30 pm

January 10
5:00-6:00 pm

Jenvary 1l

Januery 12
7:00-8:00 pm

Jomwery 13
4:00-5:00 pm

Jonvary 18-

1;00+3:00 pm

Janvary 20
2;00-3:30 pm

Jonuery 25
2:30-4:00 pry

Februory 1

-$:30-3:00 pm

Febevory 10 7

4:00-5:00 pm

-Febevory 15

3:00-5:00 pm

F eb}wry 17
7:00+8:00 pm

Febrvory 22
3:00+5:00 pm

“Febrvory 24

7:00-8:00 pr

Febrwory 29
5:00+5:00 pm

-

Ll
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hil *

WINNIE THE POOH AND TIGGER TOO. .
‘NATIONAU GEOGRAPHIC SPEC!Ai = Reptiles ond Amphibions

VALLEY FORGE - (Hollmark Hall of Ferme)

. NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL = Siberia, The Endless Horizon

THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW 2 (Specicl Treot)- R
Seaence fectuon adventure explacncng Ecnaleans’ theoty-of relativety

THE RIVALRY {Hollmark Holl of Fome)
Decurentary of Lincoln-Douglas Debates:

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL = The Great Mojove Desert

“THE WORLD.OF MAGIC
Sagee Show with BiLL Cosby, Dcug . -v.. Lo Uyede

-DESTINATION SPECIAL = 8aja; Celiformic
'DANCE IN UTAH

Darce {n.Utah Schools and corrunities
DESTINATION SPECIAL - African Animals on Comera

@
DESTINATION SPECIAL = Sec of Co(lg:

CROSSING FOX RIVER = Sendburg's Lincoln

JUST FOR FUN = {Special Treat) -
Yerty Lour.0f Sea 04 Lhe ratuos’s Leading anuaerent parks

-ADVENTLRE MATINEE ~ World Sofori
FIRST uolss: DIARIES: Edith Bolling Wilion
ADVENTLRE MATINEE .~ Tiree for Every seéw':
-ADVENTURE MATINEE = The Unknown Wildemess
PAPA AND ME = {Speciol Trest)
Levang relatecnsbep between an eldealy ran and hes:yrandaon

ADVENTURE MATINEE = North Country

NATIONAL GEO GRAPHIC SPECIAL = {Coval Jungle} Sharks: Terror and Truth

*

ADVENTLRE MATINEE - Pieces of Eight
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL = Wild River -

ADVENTIRE MATINEE - Aloske Sofori

=y
00
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CHRISTMAS -3PECIALS

.December 14
- 6:00-6:30 pm:

December 14
-6:30-7:00 pm

December 19
?:00-7:3{) pm

‘December 22-
\)f 100 pm
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March ! NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL - Niystery of Animal Bchayior
7:00-8:00 pm : ; '
Mocch 7 8OUND FOR FREEDOM
6:00-7:00 pm Tue recragt boys ae, brought fom England fo Amctca @8 andentuted,
i u.-vmu in Cclcr.o.t Limes.
March 9° zS'I'UN]'MAN, (Specuc_l 'l'not)
. 4:06-5:00 pm Benund the scenes ook at kow stuntron plan and perjowm. dawung Seats.
March 14 ADVENTURE MATINEE = Hunters of the Witch
3:00-5:00 pm i
-March 21 . MEXICAN. .. AND AMERICAN
2:00-3:00 pen Contachutavns de by Spancsh spcakung seneaataons Lo tne Amer. -Republie
March 30 LIBERTY {Life, Liberty ond the Pursuit of Hoppiness)
v, 8:30-i0:00 pm .
April 3 LIFE ~ Children's Version ,
10:00-10:30 am ‘ -
- WEEKLY PROGRAMMING . .
Wednésdays LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAINIE . , B
> 7:00-8.00 pm- “
Mon-Friday BEWITCHED .
3:00-3:30 pn.
-Moni-Friday FLINTSTONES
© 3:30-4:00 pm
Mon-Fridcy ‘THE PARTRIDGE FAMILY
4:00-4:30 pm
Mon-Fridoy -HOGAN'S HEROES
R 4:30-5:00 pm.-
% . :Mon-Friday ADAM-12- :
-5:00-5:30 gem-
Soturdoys
4:00-6:30 am EMERGENCY +4-
-6:20-7:00"am: "JOSE S THE PUSSYCAT
7:00-7:40 em SECKET LIFE OF WALTER KITTY '
7:30-8:00 am PINK PANTRER ,
8:00-8:30 om LAND OF THE LOST —
+ 28:30-9:00tm ‘RUN JOE, RUN
9:00-9:36 am EEYOND THE PLANET OF THE APES
9:30-10.00 om- WESTWINDS *
10:00-10:30 am "THE JETSONS
-10:33-11:00 am “GO USA .
11:00-11:30 om TWO's COMPANY = oeat crudidnen's prodactacn - all dacets of Lde en .S,
6:00-6:20 pm WILD KINGDOM :
7:00-8:00 pm EMERGENCY
-Sundays. ) .
5:30~6:00 pm CANDID CAMERA/YOU ASKED FOR IT
6:00-7:00 pra THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF DISNEY = (2 ond 3 hour speciols on 10/25,

WA, /2,079, A6, 11/30, 1277, 2/14, 2/15)
THE LITTLE DRUMMER BOY N

THE TINY TREE .-

THE FIRST CHIISTMAS
The Stoay of the: Finat Chaistmaa- Saow
SCROOGE-
: 29




Entertamment Worth Remembermg

{ KBYU-FM/TV
I

_Name of Program Alr Time ' Agc'crgug

Sesame Street Monday ~ Friday, 8:00 - 9: i Preschool-=~ 1

.o Monday = Friday, 12:00 - o -

- Monday - Friday, «:00 - 5: . -

- Saturday, 4:00 - Sz T - .

Mistér Rogers Monday - Fricay, 3:00- 9: . Preschool - 2

- t4oaday - Friday, 11:30 - 12:00 3.m. )

- . "Moaday - Friday, 5:00 - 5:30 p.m.
. - Saturday, 5:00 - 5:30 p.m.
© Kultur Kaleidostope Monday, 10:00 - 10:20°a.m.
. - Tuesday, 2:30 - 2:50 p.m.
Performance "‘Monday. 10:20 - 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, 10:15 - 10:25 a.m.
. Tuesday, 2:50 - 30 p.m.
- All About You Monday. 10:30 - 10:45 a.m.
- " Wednesday, 1:30 - 1:45 p.m.
- Thursday. . 2:30 - 2:4Sp.m.

-Cover.to Cover 1l Monday, 10:45-= 11:00 a.m., - 6

| Cover to Cover I- Tuesday, 11:15 - 11:30 a.m. S

I Cover to'Cover 11 Thursday. $1:05=-11:30 a.m, 6

- S

6

on

Cover to Cover 1 “Thursday. 1:45 - 2:00 p.m. -
Cover to Cover It Friday. 10:00 - 10:15 a.m. S5~- .
Storytime 1 Monday, 11:00 - 11:15a.m. -Klndergart
- Tuesday, 1:30 - 1:45p.m. -
d Friday, 10245 - 11:00 a.m, . -
Communlty Workers Monday, 11:15 --11.30 a.m. 2= 3
= Tuesday. 11:00 - 11:15 a.m.
. » Thursday. 2:15 = 2:30 p.m. Y
Villa Alegre Monday - Friday, -1:00 - 1:30 p.nt. Preschiool = 2
Instde/Out Monday, 1:30 = 1:45.p.m. 4=
- " Tuesday. 1:45 = 2300 p.m. "
- Friday. 10: 30 « 10:48 a.m. -
‘). Bread & Butterflies Monrnday, 1345 = 2:00 p.m. 4.~ 7

n -3

KBYU Promotion Dept.C-30b HFAC. BYU, Frovo, Uroh 846ud  Provo 374-1888 SiC 531-7780 ext 3551

ERI!

Prir oo e R




Channel 11 C_hlldxen's i’xoqxam;nlng
Page 2-

Name of Progeam

Bread & Buuexflle;
Utah Natural Sctence

American Vignettes
Uzah and ‘You

.Probe

-If You Live In A Ctty, Whete?

Matter of Fact

Images and Things

-Self Inc.

Utah Glimpses

-Utah Focus
-Carrascolendas
National Geographic

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

Wednesday,
Thursday.

.Monday,

Thursday,
Monday.
Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Tuesday.
Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday,
Wednesday.
Friday,
Fitday,
Thursday,
Friday,
Saturday.
Spectals

Alr Time

11:15 - 11:30 a.m.
‘2:45~ 3:00 p.m.

2:20 -~ 2:40p.m.- *

10:50 - 11:10 p.m.

2:40 = 2:45 p.m.
10:00 - 10:15a.m..
11:00 - 11:1S a.m.

-10:30 - 11:00 a.m.

2:00 = 2:30 p.m.
10:00 ~ 10:20 a.m.
10:30 -~ 10:50 a.m.
10:40 - 11:00 a.m.

2:00 - 2:20 p.m.

10:15 -~ 10:30 a.m.

11:10 - 11:1S a.m,
1:30 - 2:00 p.m.
'$:30 = 6:00 p.m.

§-12

ungraded-

4.

.
ungraded
« 4.6

?7-12

5~ 8
7- 8
4- 7
7=-12
ungraded




-

’ fehanneli

»

- The Whtte Seal -

A Home of Our Cwn

8abe

Brown

‘Magniftcent Monsters of
the Deep

The Mysterious.Island

What’s A City All About?

Julte Andrews on Sasame
Street

The Adventures-of Robin
Hood

- Glann! Schicchi (C8S
o Festival of the Ltvely Arts
for Young People)

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS

ot Rudolph, the.Red-Nosed
. ‘Reindaor
P *Twas the Night Before
74 Christmas
Q 3

ERIG

You'ra & Gbod Sport, Chamc CcBS

-A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving CBS

Chiidren's Christmas Parade KSL-TVv  Dovs, e«

program
news

A LioT UF REQULAR] PRUGRAMS AND SPECIALS APPRUPRIATE FOR YOUNGER VIEWING
SEEN OCTOBER, 1975-APRIL 1976 O KSL-TV,

CBs ‘Oct: 17

CBS Oct. 19 Teue story ol Rev. Wasson who

. founded home fof .ozphaned children.,

[ed:3 Oct. 23 Ll.c of great wonan athlete Babe

Didr."son Zaharlas.. ,'

Oct., 28
CBs Nov. 14

CBS Nov. 18 Famous Classic tales.

CHS- “Nov. 22

Nov..22

the start of the. Christmas season.

KSL-TV  Nov. 27
KSL-TV  Nov. 27

cBs Nov. 28 Puccint's one-act opera.

Anaual christmas parade signaling.




A LIST OF REGULAR PROGRAMS ANL SPECIALS :\PPROPR!A'E FOR YOUNGER VIEWING
SEEN OCTOBER 197S-APRIL 1976 ON KSL-TV

Charlie Brown

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-2~ .
Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch  CBS Dec. 12 ° .
R Stole Christmas
Frosty the Snowman cBs Dec. 12
*
‘A Christmas Carol ° CBS Dec. 13
. A Charlie Brown Christmas  CBS Dec. 1S
Youth Son:i(est ESL-TV Dec. 21 5,000 high school students sing
) fn Tabernacle
. Danny Kaye's'Look-In at the CBS Dec. & CBS  estivai-of the Lively Arts for
Melropolitan Cpera Young People,
The Homecoming CBS Dec. 12 Story of a poor Blue Ridge Mountala
famtly durtng-the-Depression.
One':0 One KSL-TV Dec. 18 Julie Andrews ant the Xorean
Chtldren's Rehet
"The Bible - cBS Dec. 19 '
Christmad Child KSL-TV Dec. 24 A small boy is lost on Temple Square
on Christmas Eve .
-Magatficent-Year of the ¢Bs Dec. 26
Wildebeast
Boy Ten feet Tall KSL-TV Jan. 3 Orphan boy traveis through jungle
n Atnica-seeking his aunt ta Durban.
- ¢
. Sinbad the Satlor ‘RSL=TV jan. 2
Charles M. Schultz and cas Jan. 9 25th Anniversary ceiebration.




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

60 ‘

program
news

A LIST O7 REGU LAR PRUGRAMS AND SPECIALS APPROPRIATE FUR YOUNGER VIEWING

(Channel

SEEN OCTOBER 1975-APRIL 1976 ON XSL-TV “
- .

Tom Sawyer , CBS Jan. 11 Filzm musical of Twaln novel.
Family Circus [o3:1 Jan. 23 Top European circuses. -
faa. 30

4 Feb. 6 s
Enchanted Cottage KSL-TV  jan. 13
Addie.and the King of Hearts C8S Jan. 25
The-Adventutes of Mark Twatn KSL-TV Jan. 28 .
Story of Louls Pastuer- KSL=TV Feb. &
Mustc for foung Performe.s  CBS Feb. 8 Ncwﬁ(ork Phitharmonic plays works
{CBS Festival of Lively Arts by Mozart, Vivaldl, Bach, Vaughan
for Young People) Wiliams assisted by young musiclans.
Be My Valentine, Charlie.  TBS Feb. 15
“Brown .
Mowgli's Brothers CBS Feb. 15 from Kipling’s-"The Jungle Book."
What are the Loch Ness cBs Feb. 14
and Other Monsters-All :
About?

A

Balloon Safart od: March 8 Ralloon trip over Africa..
Ailey Cescbrates Lilington CBS Mawen 13 Alvin Auley darce co'npary performs
(CBS Festival of Lively modetn dance works to music of late
-hets for Young People) Duke Lilington
Chorlie Brown's Atbor Day CBS March 16
Plpocchio CBS March 27 Musical vetston with'Danny Xoyae. *

-

6 -

Sandy Duncan.




61 N

-

Qhannel; pmgram :
| neWS‘ :
A LIST OP REGULAR. PROGR:\MS AND SPECIALS APPROPRIATE FOR YOUNL:ER VXEWING

SEEN OCTOBER 1975-APRIL 1576 ON KSL-TV
-
The Wizand of Gz’ CBS March 14 Classic film with Judy Garland, Ray
Boiger, Bert-Lahr, jack Haley, Frank
Morgan, i
Sterling Scholars KSL-TV- Apeil 13 Annual awards for top Utah high .
sthool Senlors. B

© Captala Kangatoo GBS Daily 19 years on CBS - .
-Romper Room KSL-TV Datly 19 years on KSL-TV
Wild World of Antmals CBs sat. Adventutes of wild animals
Young Americans KSL-TV Sat, Educatignal competition -
Call 1t M‘acaro’m KSL-TV Monthly Adventute of rediscovory of America
Marshall Efron’s Sunday C3s Sun, Non-denominatton Sunday School .

{or-all ages, 1
Talent Showcase KSL=TV Weekly A showcase of local talent

L)
Scooby-Doo [of: Weekly LovableGreat-Dane who solves
. mysteries
Shazam_ [o}:1 weekly Encourages universal Justice and
o understanding

Valley of Dinosaurs (o1} Waekly Pie-hxslorgc people, reiationship ol

man and.earth, ~
!‘;Al Albert CBS Weekly Shows suugqle of value conflict and

’ pecr group peoblems.
In The News [o1:) Weekly. Mini program to whet young appetites
~ for- current events,
-

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




»

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

program
NEews

A'LIST OF RLGULAR PROGFAMS AND SPECIALS APPROPRIATE FOR YOUNGER VlEWlNG
SEEN OCTOBER 1975-APRIL 1976°ON KSL-TV-

.
The Waltons - (o5 Weerly The tmportance of a family
CBS.Children!s Film festival CES Sat. Cultural plays for children,

s Uy

. . B
.
H
~
b
» * &
60

v




