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- The. item with the highest percentage of agreement was "the residence
hall is/should be a: place\ to maké new friends® {over 95 percent
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' hundred.th//ty-six of the returned questionnaires were not used. The unusable

on campys, a questionnaire was designed and administered to a randcm sample of

RESTDENCE_HALLS PERCEPTIONS STUDY
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Method

w

> %

If an effort to elicit student‘attitudes ¢oncerning residence hall iiving
3

1 100 ?esident’students The survey instrument oonsisted of a set of sixteen”

statements which required an “is" and' a “should be" Tesponse. One—pair of

questions, for example enabled each student who partiCipated in the survey to-
\1hdicateson a scale of 1 to 5 his or her opinion about the statements, “the
q’xdence hall- is a place where one can party", and‘ “the re51dence hall is a
place where bne should be able to party." ) ‘g : R

‘ * The questionnaire was ‘administered during the fal] semester, 1974 on the ‘
campus pf the University of South Carolina. Each recident of every’ sixth . j'—
residence* hall room was requested to answer the questionnaire which was distri-

buted. Of. those sampied 961 or 87.4% returned the survey instrument. One

questionnaires were returned incorrectly or were noﬁ‘complete A total of

A\

'825 instruments were used for. the survey report.- There were @pproximately 6,600

residents on campus with an equal ratio of men to women. Each\hall was staffed %
with a graduate resident assistant and sévera] undérgraduate hall advisors. All N

but gpe of the halls were designated as being aymen's or a women{s\hali.
\\ \ : A o N ‘)\\\
Char a\é\t eristics of Respondent-s \ —_—

e
S~

The 825 students who composed the usable’ data base were equally representa-
tive of both sexes,(47%‘male vs. 53% female). \\fhe following class composition .

was represented in the study: Freshmen, 29% Sophomore, 27%; Jdunior, 23%;

Senior, 16%; and Graduate and Law, 5%. Nin -one percent of the participants

classified themse]ves as "white®, while 6% classified themseives as "b]ack "
{ - o
. Foa. . g )
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and 2% indicated “other " ‘

‘ ' Respondents who indicated they were in the1r f1rst semester at«eJF .C. (main
campus) represented. 38.2% of the total. Slightly more than 10 per cent had

(‘,been at U.S.C. two semesters; 20.7% three semesters; 74% four semesters; and

10. 1% five semesters. ,Approximateiy 7}” had been at U.S.C. more than five _.
semesters - -'-fw-ﬂ‘i ‘
The majority (51.6% of respondents stated that they lived under Open
House Plah C, daily opep house. The next largest group (37.9%) was Plan B, -
week-end open house. Less than ten per cent (7. 4%) of the respondents livede//

in Bates West, ‘apartment style 11v1ng.' The fewest number (2.8%) 1ived under -

/, - -
v . -

. Plan A, no open house. © .

< - "
Other characteristics of the respondents included the following:

1.' About half the respondents (48.2%) had. a car on campus.
2. Only 9.9 responding had ever held a res1dence hall position
* 3. Most of the respondents were from Sduth Carolina (75 2%)
* The questionnaires and the tomal responses given in percentages are 2

presented in TABLE I. - ) .
-~ ‘l\ ’ 7 *

Result £

GENERAL FINDINGS

The‘majority of the respondents-agreed or strongly agreed with eleven of )

®

the sixteen "is" statements and fourteen of the sixteen "should be" stateﬁentsri;
The. greateSt disparity between the percentagés of respondents who agreed or 3;:“"‘
‘strongly agreed to an "1s" statement and a "should be" statement was with the

1tan “the residence hall 1s/shou1d be a place/where one can Study quietly
(52.6%/93.3%).‘ The 1tem with the:hzghest percentage of agreement was "the .
residence hall. is/should be a place tolmake'new friends." Over 95% agreed

-that the residence hall is and should be a place to meet new friends. : 1
f ¢ . ‘ 4: . o \
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There are two items which had very low percentages-of agreement; these

- «

two statements were sinilar in content: "the residencé hall is/should be a place *
vihere one can meet faculty and adm1n1strators on an informal ba51s" and "the

residence hall 1s/should be a place to provide academ1cally related programs not

-

found in the classroqn 4~~ﬂ——~- - . B T

The, itéms with the highest percentages of “ng oplnnon” responses appear

»

to have somet 1ng in common. The 1tems are all somewhat structured programs of

’ interatt‘ipn..These items include a place to seek advice, a place to provide

\V

rap sessions in order to test one's values and attitudes, a place to provide one ;o

with small discussion groups to help.one gain independence f one's parents,

‘\l«%-

.improve one S Judgements in. skoing problenis. . -
Students responding apparently felt strongly that the res1dence ‘hall is

a place where orne can- sometimes be alone, in spite of the fact that there are

no single rg%ms available to residents. Over three fourths (77.4%) of the

respondents 1nd1cated ‘they felt the residence hall is a place where one can be.

<7 . ) RN
alone.

4 Nearly three fourths of. the respohgents'agreed or strongly agreed that the
residence hatl is a place where one is able to find help in his courses. A R ;/.
greater percentage of those studeqts réSponding to the questionnaire agreed

that the residence hal] “should be" a place where one can find help 1n his
courses. (86 3%). _ ., : B \
Less than one-half of the'?esidents felt that the residence hall fis a’ :
) fj} place where one has the opportunities'to 1nteract\with members of the opposite
= sex." 'Three-fourths of the respondents, however, agreed or strongly agreed |
- thag the residence hall "should‘pe“ a paace‘to interact with the’Opposite sex.

When ana]yzing-the data by the variable of race, mbre black respondents than N

white agreed that the residence hall is'a-place whee cne has ithe opportunities -

»
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to. interact with members of the opposite se;\ :0ver half (52.9%) of the. black

’ res1dents compared to 40.5% of the white respondents agreed with this statement
One other MhJor difference between black and white Students' responses
occurred on another item. Qver three fourths (76.6%) of the white respondents
indicated the.residence hall is a place where one can party, Qi]é only 50.9% of -
777777 T the black residents surveyed agreed with this statement. Similarly, 74.5% of the
white students thought ‘the residence halls "should be"'a place to party, while
only ﬁJ%’of the black‘nésidents agreed the residences "should be" a p!ace to
N party Other minority‘oroup students responded very mdch like the black students,
. i . w1th 46.7% reporting the residences are a place where one can party and 40% indi-

cating the halls "should be" a place to party. /

anee variables that made no d1fference in the reszonses of the students
" were as follows: _ ‘ L —
.. _Having a car~og'not having' a car on campos./ | o .
Holding a residence hall position or not holding a residence hal}-
. position. | ¢

Nhether the studeént was from South Carolina or out of state.

MALE/FEMALE COMPARISON .

‘g. \

\

A)

A closer exam1nat1on of the responses to the quest1on of whether a Residence
Hatl is’ %r should be a p]ace to party revealed an 1nterest1ng difference
1n views held by each\sex The scores for males and females varied by a total
of mare than 10 percentahe points (See TABLE II) Moreover, the directxon
" of response to the quest1on\when analyzed b;\sex was 1n the opposite d1rect1on.
““In Tagt, a greater percentage of the male respondents indicated agreegent that

v the Residenceéggll'is rather than should be a place where one can part{. A

greater'percentage of female responde:ts,.on thé other hand, indicated agree-
t
ment ‘that the Residence Hall should be\ rather than is a place to party.
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Further analysis of the data, revealed a similar relationshié between sexes

, for the question asLing whether the Be;idence ﬁa]l is or should be a place where ,

"~ one has the bpportunjty to interaét with members of the oppositg sex. Although
75% of the sample sbreed th;t'the Residence Hall should be a place of interaction
'wtth tﬁg oppogite sex, male and female respondents again varied with respect to
bothrdfrectign and magnitude. Hale participants were more likely than %emales to
égree that the Residence Hall "is «a place". A vast majority (86%) of the males
agreed Qﬁile only 36% of the female partiéipants aqreed wi;’ the inte;actfbn

v

statement. (see TABLE III)

" RESIDENCE HALL COMPARISON . -

In analyzing the data by residence _' there are some generalizations that
can be made in addition to those de.in the analysis Qy'séx or ¢lass. In
;ésponding to the statemeqt that the residence-hall is a p]agp to make new
friend§, 100% of the samble in MaxcyiThornwell; Douglas, and Wade Hampton dorms
either agreed or strongly agreed with the statement. ' P
) Douglas, one of the residence halls in a six hall complex, is the hall tﬁgt
+ had thehbidhest percentage of respondents agreeing or strongly agreeing to thé
statement the residence hall is a place ta find acaQemicaily related prodrams
not found in the classroom. This méy‘be related to the fact thét the graduate
student who administergg,thégfbuilding also taught a section of f;éshman English

‘ to many of the sidents and advised others on their assignments.

N

Two residence hall; that seem natural for close examination are Bates West

and McClintock. Bates West, caontaining only juﬁiors, seniors, graduate and

Jaw‘studenté, 4§\fhe University's only coeducationgd residence hall. Four
hundred students are housed in groups of four in two bédroom apartments.

McCljntock, housing one hundred forty-nihe vomen, is the only residence hall

PRl -

that is almost cémpletely freshmen. Many of the statements about Bates Vlest

and McClintock should be consistént with the analysis by class.

v
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Bates West had the lowest percentage of any residence hall respondents who

agreed or strongly agreed with the following statements " The residence hall is o

" a place to seek advice, 2 place to_provide rap sessions to test one!s values

and attitudes, a place‘to meet nev friends, a place for small djscﬂssion groups
to help one gain independence from one's parentsi -Not surprisingly,‘the sample
in Bates !est had the highest percentage of any residence hall sample who agreed
or strongly agreed with the statement that the residence hall is a place where
one has the opportunity to interact with members of the opposite sex.
HcClintock respondents had the highest percentage ‘of any residence hall
who agreed or strongly agreed with the following statements: The residence‘hall

- . s ’ ;
is a place where one is known as a perSon and not a number, a place to provide
.

one with small discussion groups to help one_gain independence from payents,
a place to provide one with group experiences to-complete one's growth into_
adulthqod The McClintock sample had the lowest percentage of reSpondents
who agreed or strongly agreed with the statement that the residence hall is a

place where one can party |

¢

TABLE Iv presents the total responses ranked according to the difference
between +"is" and "should be" From largest difference to smallest difference for

each itsm.

Conmclusions ~ " -

£

The Residertial Life Services staff utilized the results of this study .
in providing anormation regarding several aspects of residence hall'lifef
The high response rate of the item dealing with opportunities for interactiog
with the opposite sex reinforced the thinking of the staff about the need for
co-ed 1iving. As a result, another residence hall will be available fdn‘
students during the l976 -- 77 academic year mith co-ed living. The data
revealed that students did ndt perceive the residence halls as a place to

meet faculty and administrators. The Residential Life Services staff will be
. " 6- 3

-~




pﬁoviding three aﬁademic courses and 28 mini courses taught:by’faculty and .

-

staff in the planned co-ed hall for 1976--77. g . K ﬁ//;_

Other items served as 'a catalyst for atte&pting new‘areas for programming

and activities. Planning -for the residence halls has also been;affected'by -

e

the survey results. - - ) e

.

In general’ the students at the University of South Carolina expressed
satisfaction with the resi nce hall program of the-University Over 50% of the
residents in the survey feel thg'residenceﬁhall is a p]ace to seek adv1ce, to

make new friends, to . be known as a person and not as a number, to study .
4
quietly, to be alone, to find helg,with_their courses, to help.with one s .

judgments in Solving problems, to provide an opportunity to complete one's.

growth intq adulthood, to sleep, to party.

Such information as prov‘ided ing this survey greatly assisted these
administrators dealing with residence hall progrwns by either changing or‘ ’
- reinforcing views held on the direction of the proqram. Such information will
continue tp be vital to those inv;ﬁved in making decisions regardingsre51dence
halls. A follow-up study should be attempted to measure changes in student
. .-

perceptions which may be brought about as.?'result of new Slanning and

programming based on the data received in-this studyl
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- Is a g@ace to, seek advice.

TABLE I

TOTAL RESULTS OF SURVEY

BY PERCENTAGE

Is a plaée to sleep.

Should be a place ‘to $leep.

Should be a place to seek advice.

Is a place to provide rap sessions in order
to test one's values and attitudes.

[

Should be\a place to proyide'rap sessions/éﬁj‘1~

order to test one's values and attitudes.‘

Is a p{aée‘where 6ne can P?IPX;,/“lfff”““‘

Should.be a where on; can party.
place t? makeqiew friends.

Should be a place to make new friendét

Is a-place to provide academically relateq////y/t ]

. programs not found in the classroom;//////

Should be a place to provide academ cally
related programs not found in the classroon.

Is a.place where one is known as a person
and not as. a number.

. Should be a place where one.fis known as a

person’ &nd not a$ a number.
Is-a piace where ofe can study quietly.

Should be a place where one can study quietly.

Ts a place where one ha;/dbportunities to in-
teract with members of the dpposite sex.

Should be a place'wpétesone has the opportuni-
ties to interact yith members of the spposite sex.

10
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TABLE 1 -- CONTINUED
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17.4 5.0 17.5
91.6 5.7 -2.6

0.3 2.4 - 27.0

52.9 31.8 15.2

6.5  30.9  22.4.

60.6 - 29.7° 9.5
04 126 17.0
%:3. 87 5.0
53.5 . 25.8 7 0.5
68.0  23.9 N 8.0

14.0 17.9 67.8
46.2 24.1 29.6
66.2 _ + 20.2 13.4

78.7  16.1 5.1

. ‘parents.

" Should be a place where one can meet faculty

> ’
. \
Is a place where one can sometimes be alone
Should be a place where one can sometimes be
alone. ‘ R

'Is a place to provide one with small discussion

groups to help one gain independence from one s

provide one with small dis-
b one-gain independence from

Should.be a pla
cussion groups
one's parents.

Is a place to provide one with’ formal discus-
sions to help one learn more about one's self.

Should bena/nfaoe to provide one With informal
discuss/o groups to help one learn about one's
self. ~ .

Is a place where ong is able to~find help in
his courses (i.e. using other students as

resources). «

Should be a place Where'zne is-able to find help !
in his courses (i.e. usifig other students as
resources)

- Is a place-to provide one'with informal discus-

sions that yill improve ones Judgment in solving
problems.

Should be a place to provide one with informal
discussions that will improve one 's _Judgment r
in solving problems. ‘ . \

Is a place where one can meet faculty and
administrators on an informal basis.

L

and administrators on an informal basis.

Is a place to provide one with group experiences
to compiete one's growth into adulthood.

' Should be a place to provide one vith group

experiences to compTete one's growth into adulthood.

5 g




. © TABLE'II

o K ‘ \Mesidence hall is/should be a place where one

\ - can party.- ’ N .
. ’ o S. * SHOULD BE ,
_ 2 . Mile ; i <
- . ‘ Female. - ° -
: A
) -
‘ : ,, /.
P ( /
) \ ) ) S 4
i The Residence hall 1s/shou1d be a place where one _ /
can interact with the opposite sex. Lo /T
4 * g . .t , /
IS SHOULD- BE :
‘?a ] ‘ ’ - . R ‘ \
—_ Male ~ 86.0% . 82.7%
- .. Fenale 35.8% - 65.9% - o
\ | i . . :
]
. e
a :
v
. N - . -
4 _ 4 \' -
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_ | ° TABLE IV | '
ITEMS RANKED BY “GREATEST DIFFERENCE BETHEEN ° . .
, ) ’ .- "IS" AND "SHOULD BE" .
S : * 7. BY PERCENTAGE ’

Difference Betweeh ' .
"Is" and Should Be" - '
on Basis of Strongly .
Agree and Agree ' ‘

' 40.7 - ' ) A . A place where’bne can study quietly.
32.2 A place-where one can meet faculty and .

- . 8 ~ administrators on anm informal basis. '

24.4 - | _ A\place to provide academitally related

programs not found in the cTassroom.

S
A place wirere one has the opportunities to
-interact with .members of the opposite Sex. -

’A.place to seek advice.

©
\

A pléce where one 4s able to find help in his courses
s> (1.e. using other students as resources). .

A place whére one is known as a person and
- not as a nymber. .
A place to provide one wjtﬁ informal discussions
that will rove. onets judgment-ip solving
problems. 3&‘ ) '

A-place where one can sometimes be alone.

A-place to,proy3dé one with informal discussions -
to help one learh more about one's self. ‘

e e s e R ~
A place to provide one with smali\discussionA/,,,,,,
groups to help one gain independence from one's
_ parents. e
A place to provide one with group experiences to
complete one's growth intd adulthood.

A place to provide rap sessions in order to test
one's values and attitudes.

.
r

A placé:to sleep. = -

———#A-place_to make new fridads.
" A place vhere one can party.
\\§ 13 . - -
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