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RESEARCH NOTES NO. 31-76

Intr uction:

In the fall of 1974, the 'Research Office of the Division of Student,

,Affeirs administered a questionnaire to a select sample of academically

to ented South Carolina students during their freshman year at the Univer-.

s ty of South Carolina (USC) and other colleges throughout the United

States. The purpose of this study was to determine the. extent of USC'ai

appeal to academically talented students and to define pptential areas- ,

. of difficulty in recruiting,such students.

The sample of academically talented students which was used in this.

study included all of the 1974 Semi-Finalists from South Carolina in the

Nationa4l Merit Scholarship Competition, as well as the 58 students who

competed as semi-finalists for one,of USC's Carolina Scholars Awards.
1

Two different questionnaires were employed in the study. One was

used-for students attending USC, while the other was designed bpr students

who chose to attend other colleges, and universities. These questionnaires

along with appropriate cover.letterS explaining the purpose of the study

can beJound\in the Academic Planning641fibe. I

_Thtdata collected in this study can be citvided .nto three parts:

(1) reasons for attending colleges Other than0JSC, -(2.) reasons for not

attending USC, and (3) reasons for attending pt.

1
The Carolina ScholArs Pro ram is USC's most-prestigious scholarship.

.

program. Nominations are-re ived from state high-schoOl principals and
applicants areevaluated.thiough a series of regional

ollma Scholars Semi,finilists was obtained om USC's Office
int rviewa. The

Ilr.list of 58-2Car
of Student Financial -Aid. The list of South Carolina Semi- inalists in
the National Merit ptholarship Competition was obtained train National Merit
Publicatlons. 'EleVen students who co- existed -in each group were;arbitrarik
ly placed in the'Carolina.Scholar/s.group for purposes'of this study.'

%



The results are presented in tabula form followed by comments to highlight

the major findings.

1

RESULTS:

113/
The survey received an overall response rate of 41% as reported in

Table 1. The academically talented students attending USC had a hi

response rate when compared to those students not attending USC (562: 36%).

TABLE 1

Number and Percentage of Re pongee t

Academically Talented.$tud t Surve

ON.
No.

Ouestionnaire Response.

Mailed No Received X Received

Students Attending USC 51 29 562

Students Not At nding USC 191 70 36%

Total 242 99 41%

Table 2 shows thatof/the 242 academically talented students selected

for this study, 51 students or 21% chose to attend $C. The greater per-

centage of Carolina Schoiars attending USC (457 can be.partially accounted

for by the.lucrative scholarships awarded to'eight students in this group.

TABLE 2

Ytt.centage of Academically Talented Students
Attending USC and Other Schools by'Type

Carolina Scholars Nat'l'Merit

Semi-Finalists Semi-Fins fists TOials

N-58 N-184
, N-242

Students Attending USC 45 14 21

Students Not Attending USC 55 86 79

Totals 100 100 100

2
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EASONS FOR '1

/7 /

LLEGES 0TH D13 THAN USC

Several in" nit reasons w#a given by academically talented students

'

4tnd USC' (ee Table 3). Academic reputation played an

n the selection bf the students' present college or university.

aatMed/to be seeking a college or iversity with a strong

tion. On the .they hand, special educational programs and

Adtpate progr: were not impoktan in their decision. Al-
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ye been a1

influence of,

at deCisio 0 to attend

,these s Udents were attending he insti
rr

and t institution Was not USC. /

id in general we're not important, scholarships

The,recognit in of achievement w ich scholar-
!,

eciiiing fact ;'r in their choice f oliege.

relatives =re generally On nt' in, ,

heir Ares ; t institution. e 6 ngly,

ution of their OM. -

LE I ./71-

Relative Importance of Reasons,div by Academics
Fbr Attending Co leg a Other Than USC

T:0 ented St

( )0)

ente

Important

Academic Reasons:
Academic Reputation (General) 56%

Academic Reputation (Major)* 46%

Graduate Program 10%

Special Educ. Programs 17%

Financial Reasons:
Scholarships 43%
Financial Aid 27% ,

Low Cost 13%

Other Reasons:
Relatives 10% 36%

Opportunity to Live Away 20% 30%

NOTE: Not all categories add to 100% due to missing resionses.

/

/importNotant

30%
19%
14%

19%
13%
.17%

2Carolina Scholars semi - finalists not attending USC cited scholarships

as "very important" in their decision to attend their present school when

compared to the National Merit Semi-Finalists not attending USC .(Carolina

Scholaraeml7finalists, 63%; National Merit Semi-Finalists, 37%) ,

3
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4EASONS FOR NOT ATTENDING USC:

In addition to learning wAy academically talented students chose'to

-attend colleges and universities other thin USC, an effort was made to

find out why ouch students were not attracted to USC. The reasons given

by students fbr not attending USC are reported in-Table 4. The majority

of these students reported that USC's academiC reputation (lack of was an

important reason. Scholakahips, financial aid, and the lack of spe ial

educational programs were relatively unimportant..'

TABLE 4

4 Reel ive Importance of Reasons. Given by

'Academical) alented_Students for Not Attending USC (N.70)

XtUnt 10181/tfh IdpUPEant.

Academic Reasons:
30%,.

24%
3%

16% .

7%

36%
20%
9%

20%
9%

, 30% '

46%

/

/ 79%

)714Y

Academic Reputation (General)

Academic Reputation Diajor)
Lack of Special Education
- Programs

Financial Reasons:
Scholarships
Financial Aid

NOTE: Not all categories add to 100% due to missing. responses:

The subjectivecomments of academically talented stud nts not attending

USC are reported in Tables 5 and 6. Table 5 reveale t east one more im-

portant reason listed by the;e students foriattendin4-1g
1

it present institu-

tion, which might best be chd6cterizedas atmosphere o environment. Al-

though academic reputation was moseimportint, these students wanted what7'
..

,

they described as a friendly atmosphere, small size a d a campus wit well-

-identified sense community. /

/ TABLE_5
/

ther Reasons Cited-forlittend g

PreSeht Col Stiege/b Academically Talented Stud -its Not Enrolled at USC

V uenc - // ,

, ,
Fr

Friendly ApaOs',here & Ni4e Campus holarahip

Sire 1 'I've Aw ,from HOme ./

5 Religious A illation '1 ore volvementOff Campus

a vest Ho e 1 Wheelchair Campus ,i,,

3 deograph Location li(Distorical Atmosphere

3 Faculty iscount: Academic Offerings

3DIverse--4St ent .Body Cost ,Leas , :1.

2 `Academic ii. -iatiitoii Able to Play Football
,,

/ ,

' 77,



HEASbNS FOR ATTENDING COLLEGES OTHER THAN USC:

Several important reasons were giVelaiby academically talented studentg':"),

who chose not to attefid,USC (see Table 3)... Academic reputation played an
/

,importankft in the selection of the students' present college or university.
-

These students seemed to be seeking'a college or university-with'a strong.
0

academic reputation. Ow the 'ther hand, spe,ial educational programs and'

-established graduate,progr,..: were not important in their decisipn.

though,lowcost and financial aid in general were not important, scholarship's

.did play an influent role.
2 The recognition of achievement'which scholar-

ships provide may 1, .elieem a deciding far betheii choice: of college.

Location influedte of relatives were generally unireortant,li

students' d sons to attend their present institution. OVerWhelmingli,

these students were attending the -institution tf their first choice (83%) _

!
and that institution was not USC.

1 TABLE:3

Relative -Daportance-:of-Relmolis Given-by Academically Talented-Students
Fbr Attending Colleges OtherThan USC -(N=70)

ImportaVerynt

Academic Reasons: a-

cademic Reputation (General) 6%
academic Reputation (Major)* 46%

Graduate Piogram
Special Edgc. Programs ,

'Financial. Reasons:
-

Scholarships 43% '.

Financial Aid : ' 27%

Low Cost 7 :23%
..

Other Reasons:---'7'
fo

1

.
.

----jy 10% 367.-Q--, -., 54%

Opportunity to Live Away .20%
.

30% 50%

Somewhat Noi
important Important

37% 6%

30% 23% ,

19% 70% ).

14% 64 %.
.

19% _ 39%

13% 567
17% '

.NOTE: Not 411 categories add to 100% due to missing. responses.
*

2Carolina Scholars semi-finalists not at en ins USC cited, scholarships

as .j'very important" in their decisionp attend their present,scbool when

compared. to the National Meriteml-Finalists not attending USC .(Carolina
Scholar semi-finalists, 63%; National Merit Semi-Finalists, 37%) .

6
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TABLEs

RelatiVe Importanc of Reasons Given by
Academically Talented Studehts Attending USC'(N28)

>

Academic Reasons:
Academic Reputation (General)
Academic Reputation (Maw)
Graduate Program
Honors Program
Special Education Programs

Financial Reasons:
Carolina'Scholarl
Scholliships

1 Financial Aid
Low Cost

/other Reasons:
Relatives

NOTE: Not all categories add to

Int igattik Imptaant

29%
32%
18%
18%

32%
39%
18%
43%

36%
25%,,
57%
36%

71 7% ' 64%

39% 182 39%

32 14% 39%

21% 14% 54%

46% 39% 14%

21% 7% 68%

1002 due to missing res nses.

ly talented students

at nearly half of these

thin South Carolina.

Tsble'8,1ists other colleges to which acadevii

attending USC,Submitted applications. Ong totes

.
applications were submitted to institution& w

. TABLE

.Other Institutions Appl ed to for Admission by

Academically Talente Students Attending USC

Frequency

4

3
3

Clemson
College of Charleston
Furman .

2 Davidson
2 Duke
2 /Emory
2 Presbyterian College
2 Washington Hniversity
2, Wofford
1 laPiist College of Chas.
1. Centre College of Ky.

1 Citadel
a/ 1

1

Coastal Carolina
East Carolina

,
1 Georgetown
1 George Washington

Frequency

1 Georgia Tech.

1 Lander
1

1 Memphis State
1 Princeton
1 Stanford
1 U44'' Military Academy
-1 Univ.. of Georgia

1 Univ. of Miami
1 Univ. of New Jere

Univ, of Northr-earaina
1 Univ. of Tennessee
1 Underbilt "

1 . -Wake Forest
1. Winthr4

Yale
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Subjective comments by academicai talented students attending

USC are'reportedn Tables 9'aud 10. They point out the need for

improvements in the scholarship program and academic standards at USC.

Suggeatiois were made for enlarging USC'a scholarship program-with more

emphasis given to merit. Suggestions for improving the academic atmosphere

included raising of standards and implementing an honors college on the

Horseshoe.

r-TABLE 9

Other Reasons Cited by
Academically TalentediStudents for AttendingliSC

Frequency-
8 Close to. home
4 Carolina Scholars Program
3 Large size
2 Excellent music program_
2 Last (financially reasonable) practical choice
1 Cultural events (Columbia) A--

1 Near large city
1 Liberal rules
1 Law School
1 Radio station with degree in Broalicast Journalism
1 'Advanced standing
1 Wide range of classes
1 USE special events and programs

"1 Independent study
1 , Aid from other schools insufficient
1 Boyfriend at USC 0

1 'Track program

TABLE, 10

Additional Comments Offered by
Academically Talented Students Attending USC

Frequency
5 Need to create more academic scholarships
4 Lack of academic atmosphere on campus
2 "Honors College"
I Would not advise academically' talented students to come to USC

1 "Treatment" given to National Merit. SemirlAnaIists very good

1 Raise standards to attract sttgents
1 Doubtful as to whether would main at USC

1 Honors Program needs attention:
1 Send material on "Honors Co4ege" to high school seniors

1 Arrange a visit to academic departments
1 Assign a faculty member on a permanent basis (advisor) ^

l- More inApendent study

10



In conclusion, U

not strong. Sue students who considered C but elected go else-

where cited the primary reason the ademic reputatio tof the college

Cr unive* ty. In contrast, academ ally talented-students who chosi

to attend USC were more likely t cite ow
,

cost as the major reason,

appeal to academical talented students is

although the availability of a Carolina Sctiolars Program was certainly

a major influence for some Based on student recolmendationd, USC,could
A

enhance its appeal to t se studentsby taking,,.steps' strengthon its

undergraduate academia reputation, by promoting its,neWly created medical_

school, by expandi existing-honorecand study abroad programs, and by,'

offering additional scholarships awarded. -on merit,

tt

t
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tubjactive comments by 'academically talented students. attending

USC are reported.in Tables 9. and 10. They point out the need for

ovaments in.thescholarship_prograw_and _academic ataaards at USC.

_Suggestions were made fox enlarging USC's scholarship program,wiih more
. ,

_ ,

emphasis given to merit. Suggestions for improving the academic 'atmosphere
.

included raising of.-standards arid implenienting ail honors-college on the

-'Horseshoe:

TABLE 9

''.
-,;

Other Reasons Cited by

4 Academically Talente$ Students goi'Attending'USC
,-,,Frequeacy ,

7, if

8 Close to.home
,

4 Carolina SCholars Program ,

3 Large size
...1

.'

2 Excelleht music rogram
2 Last OinanciallY' rea :..:3- practical ChoiCe

1_, Cultural events (Colmbia) 1,:, ..

1 -Near large city
. 1 Liberal rules

1 Law% School 4

1 Eaaio Station with degree in B oadcast JOurnalism
1 % Advanced. standing :

1 Wide ange of classes
. 1 USC s-cial,events and programs 4,.

1 .----andepe44ent study Z
1 Aid fr. .other_schoola insufficient . .

.

1 Boyfriend :t USC -

'.1 .'*Track program

Ace .

.
' 4
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TABLE 10

'Additional Comments Offered by
l Aca demically-Talented Students AttendingliSC

Frequency
, \ .

5 Need to create more academic s4olarships
4_ Lack of academic atmosphere on campus

' 2 "Honors COIfige" ,

1' Would I.iot advise academically talentsd studeutsto come to USC

1' "Trmttment"-given to NatiOnaleferie'Semi-Ei sts very cod

1 Raise standardo'aftraCt stud Ots

6Y1
1 Doubtful as to.whether would main at USC- 9'

1 Honors program needs attenti n
1. Send material on "Honors College" to hi'gh school seniors

. '1 , Arrange a visit to academic departments' ,

1 Assign a faculty Member on a permanent basis (advisor) '
',I More inklependent study
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In concluston, U s appeal to academical talented students is,

notstrort. Suc students who considered SC/bui elected t goelse46

-where-cited the primary' reason- ademic_reputatio _of the- college

or univer .ty. In. contrast, academ ally talented-4-tydelit6 who chose 4

to attend USC were more likely t cite ow cost as the major reason, /'
. .

--.0,01011811.*avallabilitYd,CdrolimaSdholarsProgramslascertiallW7
-- t'
a. major :Influence 'for some Based om_student recoivenditiolylt1S dou4
-enhance its -appeal to t se students by takinvst4A icrstrengibits_

-lindergradnate academia reputation, by promoting itt; newly created/ medical_

--
.

,i''

school, by expandin existing and study abroad programs, and by

offering additiO 1 scholArships awarded on merit.
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