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ABSTRACT ! ~
Nationwide surveys of the status of the Doctor of .
Arts degree were made in March, 1970; November, 1971; November, 1972;

January, 1974; and January,. 1975. In order to update these five
Erevious studies, questionnaires were¢ sent to the gradudte deans of
be- 347 member institutions of the Council of Graduate Schoold in the’
';U. S. during the last week of November, 19875, as well as to 36
non-member institutions offering doctorall programs..Thls study is
based on responses from 343 of the 377 institutions, a 91 percent
return. Statistical data are presented regardlng the number of
institutions offering or planning to offer the Dgcotor of Arts degree,
. nmumbers of candidates and degrees granted, 81m11ér programs, - and
- general assessment of the Doctor of Arts degree by the 343
institutions responding to the questionnaire. The overall fipding is
that the D.A. degree continues to develop, momentum with little, 1f
any, financial support from government agenc1es. (L'BH)
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EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY ’ ’ : * 4

In March, 1970; Novembeﬁ.', 197M; November, 1972; Jamuary,f97h; and in Jamuary, 1975, - |
the writer conducted nationyide eurveye of the status of the Doctor of Arts degree. In order
to update these five previoug studies, queetionna.iree wepé sent %o the graduate deans of thels
O™ 341 member jinstitutions of/the Council of Graduate Schodls in the United States (cGS) during
"M\ the last onnaires were sent to the graduate ~
programs, but did not include a number }
the fields'of theology and medicine. 4
of /December, 1975, and thd third week of Januwary, 1976, follow-up ]
"\l questionnaires weré sent/ to, the graduate de of-those institutions which had not responded. i
This study is bg,eed on ereponeee from 343 of the 377 institutions.which represents a 91% -
return. Fourteen of the 34 institutions ich did not respond ofi‘er doctoral programs
according to the "Repoyt of Credit Given/'by Educational Institutions," American Association
of Collegiate Registrars and Admissionsg Officers, . 1975, The questionnaires were answered by
the graduvate dean, the acting g.radue.'b"e dea.n, or by an associate o¥ assistant graduate d.ea.n.

o~

Iy inetibutione mainly i

: The following table glves the number of ine.titutione offering, planning to ofi‘er, or
considering the posgibility of offering the Doctor of Arts degree, and also the number of

' institutions offering dpctoral programs similar to the Doctor of Arts_degree for a.ll six.
gtudies,- .

.h ‘. . /

NUMBER OF 'INSTITUTIONS OFFERING, PLANNING TO .OFFER, OR . ,
CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OF OFFERING THE DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE; .
AND THE NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS OFFERING DOCTORAL' PROGRAMS . ‘ ;
SIMILAR TO THE DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE . -

(In quoting from the table, the author, requests

that the two' paragraphs following the table also be gquoted. ) S

.
~ ’ ) ’. ) - -

Year and Month . Offer the Planning to Considering the Offering Doc-

of Study(a) - D.A. ~ Offer the Possibility of , ‘toral Program - Total o
: Degree D.A, " Offering the Similar to the .
Degree D.A, Degree D.A. Degree
March, 1970 , 3 27 T ', | X 88
November, 1971 16 1. 60 > §2 o 139
Noyember, 1972 20 7 .33 ) 108
: Jenuary, 1974 22 3 23 . o L7(b ' 145(d
7 Janpary, 1975 23 6 - 20 : L8(vy 133(a)
February, 1976 25 L 33 , ,h‘3‘ c " 1h1(d
- (a) Based on mturneﬁ uestionnaires as follows: * 1970, ,%7/300; 1971, 272/300/; 1972,
Lo 293/311; 197k, 300/319; 1975, 322/350; and 1976, 343/377 o
- \g~  (b) Includes severel inst:i.tu*tj.one which also offer the D.A. dégree /‘ R
™ . (e¢) Includes six institutions which offer the D.A. degree . / R
‘,—L d) Also includes.institutions whiQh reported that sufficient flexibility exieted v
) so that a D.A. degree type program could be offered under an existing /.'Doctor 8
) degree. The present study includes: 36 such institutions including 10’ of which
: " were currently considering offering the D.A. degree. .. '
\_‘u - @™ .,, A
:: *The' 341 member metitutions of the CGS as of November, 1975, offered highest deg.r.'eee ~
.~ as follows: Doctor s, 2383 Specialist, 183 a.nd Master! 85 85, .
2 @ ‘
- _ -
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%The number of ingtitutions offering, planning to offer, or considering the possibility
of offering the Doctor of Arts degree has increased from a total of L9 in the January, 1975,
study, to 62 in the curreht study. The number of institutions which.reported offering doc~ |
toral programs which they consider similar to the Doctor of Arts degree has rema.ined approxi~ |
mately the same in the last four years. §
i ® 3
It continues to be the author's opinion, derived mainly from comments made by the respons
dents, that more institutions would initiate Doctor of Arts degree programs, but the following
factors have limited its development; the restrictions placed by state commissions of higher
education on the introduction of new doctoral programs, the oversupply of doctoral graduates, ]
the financial problems which face a number of institutions of higher education, a lack af 1
understanding of the purpose and functions of the D.A. degree, and the relatively large numberj
of institutions which now offer what they consider Doctor of Arts degree type programs under
_ex:.stlrrg doctoral programs. "

9

In answer ta the quest:.on - "Does your institution now offer the Doctor of Arts degree?
yes, no. If yes, name the field(s) of study and the year the program was
instituted.” —it was found that 25 institdtions are currently offering the Doctor of Arts }
degree as follows. (those institutions were also asked to neme any new majors being planned) j

1. Atlanta University - chemistry (1975) _
2. Ball State University - music (1971), health science, if approved by Commisslon,
(1976), planning programs in science, jsocial science, and possibly English :
3. Carnegie-Mellon University - history (11967), English (1967 fine arts (1967) in ;
painting and sculpture, fine arts (1967), in music, nathematics (1967), and ]
chemistry (1974) 7 ;
L. Catholic University of America -~ English (1971), biology-medical technologr (1972),
~ modern languages, Spanish (1973), history (1974), and economics (?) 1
5. Claremont Graduate School - government (1971) and botany (1971) . N
6. Drake University - English (1972)
7. Idaho State University - English (1971), blology (1971), mathematics (1971), and ’
government (1971) i
8. ~T1linois State University - economics (1974), h{story (197)4), ma,thematmcs (1975), ‘
and English (1976) if approved by Board
9. %ehlg? University - government (1971), sychology (1971), economics - (1971), chemistry
497
Middle Tennessee University - English (1970), history (1970), physical educa.tlon | -
(1970), and psychology as soon as approved \
11. Ohio, State University - Slavic languages (1971), and economics (1972) !
12. Pea.body Institute Conservatory of Music - instruments (196)4), composition (196)4),
and “‘conducting (196L)
. 13 Simmons College -~ llbra:r.y science ma.na.gement (1973) o
- 14. State University of New York at Albany - English (1971), economics (1971), and L
a SUNY wide D.A.- in libéral studies.
' 75 15. Syracuse University - English (1971) and forelgm languages and literature (1977)
" 16. University of Illinois at Chicago Circle - chemistry (1973), mathematics (1973),.
physics (1974), and biology (1976):
17. University of Miami (Florida) ~ chemlstry (1972), - mecha.nical engineering (1972),
’ civil engineé%;ng §19723, economics (1972), education (1972), English (1972§
foreign langhages (1972), history (1972), inter—American studies (19V2) inter— /
i national studies (1972), mathematics (1972), and physlcs (1972)
/18, University of Michigan - English (1971)
/ 19. University of Mississippi.- music (1970), English (1971), polJ.tJ.ca.l Sclence (1971),

Y
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chemistry (1973), and possibly mathematics and history .

20. University of North Dakota - history (1970), biology (1970) ‘ \
!" " 21, University of Northern Colorado - biological sciences (1970), chemlstry (1970),

: - geography (1970), music (1975), history (1976), and mathematlcs (1976 )

o\
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22, Uniyersity of Oregon -~ English (1969)

23. ‘TUniversity of the Pacific -~ English §197og . -

2l,. University of Washington - Germanics (1970), physics (1973), and chemistry (1973)
25. Washington State University - ma.thema.tics (1972) end chemistry (1972) ‘

.,

4

~
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The following three institutions reported D. A degree sprograms for the first time:
Atlante University, Peabody Instifute Conservatory of Music, and Simmons Colle Brown
' University dropped its only D.A ," degree program which wag in creatiVe writing %697?

The D.A. degree majors cu‘r:ren\ghy being oﬁ‘ered by the 25 ins'ﬁitutions end their i
frequencies are as follows: English, 12; chemistry, 9; history, 6; mathematics, 6; music, 5; ]
economics, 5; government, 35 biology, 3; physics, 2; biology-meai@al technology, 1; Spanish, /|
13 boteny, 1; psychology, 4; physical education, 13 Slavic lengiages, 13 library science -
' management, 1; liberal s'budies, 1; foreign languages and literature, 1; medhanical engineering
- 13 eivil engineering, 1; education, 1; foreign languages, 1; inter-Americanm studies, 1;- i
interriational studies, 1; political science, 1; geography, 1; and Germa.nic s 1. Ma.;jors
being oi‘fered in 27 different fields of study

possibility of offering majors in the follow:l.ng 10 i‘ieldq. thematlcs, 2; hisbory, 23
English, 2; health science, 1; science, 1; economics, 1; psychology, 1; foreign lanhguag
and litera.ture 1; biology, 1; and social science, 1. If these programs are all instie-‘«‘.‘uted,
the D.A. degr will Be offered in 30 different i‘ields oi‘ study.

please estma.te "= "How many studqnts hav

If figures are not available, please estimate."
D.A. degree programs as of the fall gV or semester of 1975? If fj'.f re.
please estimate." . A

A DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREES
GRANTED, STUDENTS AIMITTED TO >
- DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE PROGRAMS, .°
AND FAL s 1975 DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE El\I,ROLLEES*

D.A. Degrees D.A. Degree Candid@‘l'es D.A. f!)eg:r.‘eeT
Granted Admitted v .. Enrollments
[16%* . 1@:18’ " 556

’!z‘.\
*These %‘ta were supplied by 24 of the 245' institutions currently oi‘i‘er:.ng the D.A. degree
and by Brown University which dlsoonti,ﬁued the D.A. degree. If data were not available,
the institution was requested to estimate. The above data include the D.A. degree graduates
as of September, 1975, by the J.ns’eitut n which' did not ‘supply data for the current study.

#*Six of the institutions off ng the DJA. degree ‘had not grant‘ed*any d.egrees as of

September 1, 1975, :’- number oi‘ D.A. degree gra.ﬁuates tota.lled h16, 1 878 had been a.dm1tted
to D.A. degree p grams, a.n’d 556 students were currently enrolled on D A. degree programs.




 other doctoral degree programs besides the D.A, degree. Three regpo‘ndents reported that

‘present positions on gra.dua.tlon? If flgures are not a.va.il}
’ following wag reported: ,

, | -

Tt e

¢ In answer to the question -~ "How many of your D.A. degree graduates-have obtained
new positions on g:r.‘a.duatlon’? If figures are not &vailable, please estmte. — the
following was reported:s¥* g .

+

pAll of them ‘ - 3 g No graduates to date ' -

6 ‘.
'2/3 to 3/L4 of them -2 o a not available -2
1/l to 2/3 of them -1 No response . =
N £t -1 -
one of them : . Total

i . N /
In answer to the question - "How many of your D.A. degr b{e gradua.t % returned to -
e, plegde estimate."” ~—~the

. . ,
A11 of them - 1 No graduates to data ‘- 6
2/3 to 4/5 of them -2 Data not available  \ - 3
1/l ‘to 2/3 of them - 10 No-response ‘ \ - 1
None of them - 2 . o L
- ' ‘ o E . T . Total 25
In answer to the quest:.on -~ "How many D.A. degree gradua.tes were not placed \on I
gradua.tlon? If fJ.gu.res are not gvailable, please: estimate."<.- Johe :t‘ollow:.ng was reported:
i were placed — 11 . - o 2 of 3 placed — 1
g 92 of 96 placed — 1 “.. -3 of 5 placed - 1
‘ 41 of 46 placed — 1 o Data not available — 3 - k:
28 of 30 placed — 1 - . No graduates —_—6 - ..
' | o Total 25 7 T
The vast majority of D.A. degree graduates were placed on graduation. exact

number placed and not placed is not known since three institutions reported that this infor-
mation was not available. The writer would estimate that at least 90% of the D.A\_degree
graduates were placed on graduation, either returning to their former position or obtaining

a new position. o 5

In answer to the question - "If your institution offers other doctoral programs, S0y

Ph.D., Ed., etc., what gre they?" -— the following dootora.l programs were belng offered:
PhoDo E.nd EdoDo -12 ’ - Ph.D., EdoDo’ D.M.A. ! b 1
~ PhoDo - 5 v PhoDo, Ed’oDo, DoMoEo ~ -1
Ph.D., Ed.D., pjus others - 2 No other doctorate offered- 3 .
Ed.D. ! -1 ‘ Total 25

Twenty-i':wo of the %5 respondents reported that their inetitution offered ome

the D.A. degree was the only doctorate offered., All three of —thes ge _insti ns are g
accredited to offer the doctorate by their regional accrediting age 1ierefore, all

25 of the J.nFtJ.'tutJ.ons offering the D.A. degree were accredited to offer the Doctor's
degree. - o ' '

In answer to the question - "How w uld you compare the placement of your DA graduates
with the placement of your other doctoral program graduatés?" - the responses were as _
follaws: T T -

\

EKChe Brown University réspondent stated, "I continue to think it is a good idea wHich came at
e e wrong time." . _
o8 -5

*The ‘answers to this quest:.on and other questions which follow included data submitted -
by Brown University which dropped the DA in 1975, but does not include data from one D.A. °
Aegree granting institution which failed to supply the data requested. In dropping the DA,
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| 5 - -5_ . ' | f [
LT . -7
' Better /_,/
Excellent, probably better ’
BExcellent, very little difficulty in being plaeeﬁ/
Same or somewhat better
4 No problem thus far :
No difference
All placed, but diffioult "
Not enough experience to make a meaningful compa,rison
Sample too small to tell N
. Don't know
. Not as good
No response
No other doctorates offered \
" No D.A. degree graduates to date

OVW M) = = oS o o = s

Total 25

%}I‘he foregoing data indicate that the -placement of D.A. degree graduates is better
then the placement of other doctoral degree graduates. By eliminating the 6 institutions
which have not awarded D.A. degrees, thae 3 institutions which offer only the D.A. degree,
and the & institutions: which stated that-too few D.A. degrees had been granted to draw
any valid\conclusions a.bout the placement, the responses of the other 1l institutions were

" as follows: s L.

Placement of VD A, degree graduates better than other doctoral

degree gradudtes —_ 6
Placement of D.A. degree graduates somewhat better or no ‘
problems in placement -_— 2
Placement of D.A. degree gradtétes same a8 other doctoral
\degrees - 2
Don't know about placement -— 1
\\ acement of D.A. degree graduates not as good as other
\ doctoral degree graduates -_— 1
Qo “regponse - -_ 2
CS LT : Totel 14

- - - T

In summary, sixﬁe institutlons reported DA placement better, 2 reported placement
. somewhat better or no problems with placement, 2 stated placement the same, 2 didn't know
e abeuﬂb\the\placement of DA's, 2 didn't respond to the question, and only 1 institution
stated that the placement of DA's was poorer.

4

In answer to the question - "Are you fini'l:ely planning on offering the Doctor of Arts
degree at a future date? _ yes, no\, If yes, name the major field(s) of study and
the year the pregrams will be established."\ — it was-found-that four institutions were
, to offer the D.A. degree as follows:

p——— 1. Adelphi University - speech pathology and audiology (1976), mathema.tlos
(1976), physical science (?), and humenities (?)

2., BEastern Michigan University - oommunication arts (1976 or 1977)

3. St. John's University (New York) ~|East Asian studies. (1976377?), history
(1976-77?), and English (1976-77%)

L. St. Cloud State University - undecided (also ohecked undeclded under currently
considering the possibility) .

v

In enswer to the question - "Are you currently considering the possibility of offering

- ¢ the D.A. degree in the future? _, __  yes, no, - it was found that 33 institutions
were curren'bly considering the possn.billty of offering the D.A. deg:r:ee as follows: ‘
Q ) - -~




- 7 - - ) —6-— b Z st 4 .
. Appalachian St&'te University - "A theoretical ﬁossibillty" : ( g
+ Auburn Univers‘_ty - botany, chemistry, physlcs,f& zOology
. Brooklyn Center/Long Island University.
. Graduate School/City University of New York
University - teaching of humaenities (1977) ‘
na State University '
. Medical\University of South Carolina
. Graduate Faculty, New York School for Social Research - lnterdlsciplina.ry-
social aciences (?) ,
9., New York\University
10. Northeastern Illinois Univers:.ty - special education (1979) and biology (1979)
11. Pace University - humenities (1977)
12, Pan American University - education (?7)
13. Pennsylvania State University --"Some preliminary discussion of replacing some
Ed.D. programs with the D.A."
14. Polytechnic Institute of New York - chemistry (?) and mathematicss (?) Jode
15, Southern Illinois University (Edwardsville)
16. &Bon&ventufe University - "yes and no"
17. e University of New ‘York at Binghamton - "SUNY is considering a system-wide
' program providing career development education in e number of fields.".
18, State University of New York - liberal studies
19. Stephen F. Austin State University - English, biology, mathematics, a.nd history
(When Goordinating Board allows)
20. University of Alabama - "Major not yet determined"
21,. University of California, Santa Baybara - music (1978%)
+ 22, >University of Comnecticut IR
23, University of New Orleans ~ drama (?) : T
) 2L, University of North Carolina at Charlotte ) . /
25. TUniversity of Northern Iowa . 7,
26. TUniversity of Scranton ‘ ’ “
27. University of Texas at Arlington : .
28. TUniversity of Utah
29, University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh
30. TU. S. International University
31, Western Illinois University \ '
32, Wright State University . b
33. Yeshiva University B

R s~

4 \ ~

In answer to the question = "Does your institution currently offer doctoral programs
similar to the Doctor of Arts degree for préparing cdllege teachers in subject fields? = .
yes, no. If yes, please explain, name field(s) of study and title of Doctor' 8
. degree." ~—— it was found that 43 institutions were offering doctoral programs which they i
considered were similar to the D.A, degree as follows

'

PROGRAMS SIMILAR TO THE DOCTOR OF ARTS
. DEGREE OFFERED BY FORTY-THREE INSTITUTIONS*

Freque i : > N

Degree Program ney \ Degree Program Frequency

. Ed.]é.’ ' - 18 D.Arch., & Ph,D, 1
Ph.D. ) 13 Dr. of Mod. Languages .
Ed.D. & Ph. D 5 ' (D.M.L. . 1
. Bd.D. & D.B.A, - 1 Assoc, in Philosophy .

D.M.A., ‘ 1 : (Ph.A.)' 1
. . ' ‘ Degrees not specified 2
Total L3

© “Includes 6 institutions which offer DA degrees

. T

o o
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Forty-three institutions ineluding six institutions which offer the D.A. degree qffex - |
one or more doctoral programs, usually the Ed.D. and/or Ph.D. degreé progrems, which they
consider similar to the D.As degree. While only several of the 43 institutions stated how
their programs were similer to a D.A. degree, some similarities reported were as follows:

" the requirement of a supervised internship, providing a double track program——one for re-
search and one for teaching, and a professional core in éeducetion as a’requirement. As -in.
previous studies, it was significant to note that rarely was any mention made ‘of how these
similar doctoral programs called for greaterspreadth of preperation, a teaching internship,
a teaching externship in a two or four~year college, a dissertation related to the teaching
of the subject, a required professionel education component, the inclusion of an interest
in apd potential for college teaching as part of the admission equirement, or any of the’
other several basic differences between the D.A. degreq and othgr types of doctoral degree_ )

prog.rams.

It is the writer's opinion that the\]‘ba.‘sic dii‘i‘erénces betJeen end emong doctoral degree
programs should be clear so as to avoid confusion. On this matter the Council of Gradua,te
Schools in the United States had madé the following statement: _

iel,_ other doctoral \{&

The prog:ram leading to the Doctor of Arts degree will p
ompetence in-a broad

programs but will be oriented tow} developing teaching.
subject matter a:r:el In contrast, the Doctor of Philosoplly program is designed
to prepare a graduate student for a lifetime of creative dctivity and research, .
although it will often be in association with a career in|teaching at a university
. or college. The degree Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) should mark a professionally
oriented program a‘b the doctoral level in the field of edlf.ca.tion. \
~="The Doctor of. A.rts Degree" «-— - A Statement by the Cou:ﬂ;cil of Graduate Schools
. in the United Sta%es March, 1970, p. 6
‘In answer to the question - "If your institution does not‘ofi‘er the D,A. degree or \
e program similar to the D.A. degree, is there stifficient flexibility in existing doctoral
. programs so that a department could offer at some future date T D.A. degree type progx:am /
under an existing Doctor's degree? yes, no. If yes please explain." — i} ga.s/
found that such flexibility existed at 26 institutions which do not offer the D.A. de ee
or a program similar to the D.A. degree. In addition, 10 institutions currently considering
the possibility of offering the D.A. degree reported such flexibility existed. These 3
institutions reported doctoral degree programs which have such flexibility as follows: ,
Ph.D., 10; Ed.D., 5; D.L.S., 1; and D.M.A., 1. Twenty-one of 'llhe 36 institutions did riot
report which Doctor's degrees had such flexibility. -

In addition to:the L3 institutions which offer doctoral programs similaT to the D.A.
degree, an additional 36 institutions reported that there was s!ui‘ficient fle:d.biliﬁy in
existing doctoral degree programs to offer a D.A. degree type program, Therefore, 79
institutions offer doctoral programs similar to the D.A. degree. or could offey programs
similar to the D.A. degree. X /

1 . L

‘In answer to the question - "Do you consider it an acceptable practice to offer-a D,A.
degree type program under the degree labels of Ph.D. or Ed.D. degr.‘é 8?7 - __Yyes, no.
If yes, plea.se explain," - the resl;Zl.ts were as follows: *

. .
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,f”’hggﬁEmABLILITY OF OFFERTNG A DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE TYPE 0l
PROGRAM UNDER THE DEGREE LABELS OF JOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY OR DOCTOR OF EDUCATION N
Ve — K ptébility of Offering D.A. Degree Under Ph.D. or Ed. Df E3
: Labels . s
Institutional ) B No " Uncertain (/i,
Classification Yes No Response All Depends Total 3

ete. ”

[} ~\} . 4

Now Offer the ‘ . : ' DR
D.A. Degree 3 21 1 —_— 25

Planning to Offer : ,
the D.A. Degree 0 ) L —_— —_ - L

Considaring Offering . .
The D.A. Degree T 21 2 3 @ 33

2

ing Doctorate , -
ar to the D.A. ‘

dgree 12 17 3 5 37*
ve Flexibility to - _ o, |
“~" Qffer D.A. Degree 11 : . 9 1 : 5 ) 263+

Other Institutions 22 152 o 32 2 12 218
& — . ' —
- Total ‘5‘5~J 22l . 39 25 \’31;3
: - ’ e
m K W i . y 4
¥Does not include the 6 institutiops which are offering the D.A. degree
o **Does not include the 10 institutions which are currently considering the possibility

* of offering the D.A. deg:ree

«

Two hundred twenty-four or 65% of the 343 institutions which returned the questione-
¢ ' naire reported that it was not an accepta.blq practice to offer a D.A., degree type Program
‘under the labels of the Ph.D. or Ed.D. degrees. Fifty-Ffive or 16% of the 343 institutions
stated that it was an acceptable practice to offer a D.A. degree .type program under t
labels of the Ph.D. or Ed.D, degrees. Thirty-nine or 1 1% of the 343 respondents did not
anawer the question; and 25 ‘or 7% of the 343 respondents were uncertain, or stated that it all
depends on the deg:ree, ete. “ , ' LT .

/

- The responses to the -question on the a.ccepta.bility of offering a D. A. degree type program
.under the labels of the Ph.D. or Ed.D..degree shifted somewhat from last years study. In
‘last years study, 62% thought it an unacceptable practice and 20% thought itwwas an acceptable
practice.

In answer to the question - Mihat is your general g‘sessment( of the Doc-/’cor f Arts
degree?" —the results were as follows:

»
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GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF THE DOCTOR OF ARTS DEGREE ° | f
BY THE 343 INSTITUTIONS RESPONDING TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ]

—n ;
Offer. Planning Considering Offering Have Other !
Response D.A. to Offer ~Offering Doctor's Flexibility Insti- . C
-~ 7 Degree ?ﬁA D.A. Similar to Offer tutions Total '
o« (- - gree . Degree to D.A.* D.A. Type g ]
< , Program** . e
A — — _ : ‘
v \ : ’ ) ]
: Ve%\Fa.vomble 12 L2 6 2 - 9 3. ]
Favorable 7 2 16, 6 8 | 50 89 7
Neutral or No . , ]
Opinion 2 - 1 - 1 -2 6 %
Unfavorable - - 1 ok . kb 31° Lo 4
Q
Very Unfavorable - - - - - 3 3
Not Needed or v - s
No Demand 1 - - 10 9 -2l u o/
Uncertain or O\ \ . o
No Basis.for L o . ) :
Judgement or , ‘ i
Reserve Judgement - . 5 3 1 16 ;25
_ ' \
‘ \/ ) .
No Response o : o . )
\ Not Applicable to ' \
\  this Institution 3 - b 2oy 3 83 105
Total 25 - - 33 37 . / 26 218 33
\

*Does not include the 6 institutions vhich are also’ offering the D.A. degree |
#*¥Does not include the 10 institutions wh.lch are cu:rrently considering the possibility °
of offering the D. A. degree . . / )
, + M s /
The 62 institutions which offer, are plamming to offer, or are considering the p\ossi% .
bility of offering the D.A. degree, generally assessthe DA in a favorable or a very favorable
light. The 37 institutions which offer doctoral programs similar to the D.A. degree and the
26 institutions which do not offer doctoral programs similar to the D.A. degree but reported -
gufficient flexibility at their institutions to offer a D.A. degi'ee type program under existin
Doctor's degree programs, . genera.lly assessed the DA in a less favorable menner or were of the |
opinion that there was no need for the D.A. degree. It is interesting to note that of the
remaining 218 institutions, 50 rated the DA in a favorable manner and 9in a very favorable
manner. . . ‘
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.Congidering the answers of the 163 respon%nts 'bha&: agsessed the DA in a fav8Fable,
very favorable, unfavorable, or very unfavorable the restits were gs follows:
31 or 1% assessed the DA in a yery favorable manner ; 8§ om55% in a favorable manmer,
LO or 25% in an un.favora.ble marmer, a.nd 3 or 2% in a very un.fa.vOrable manner.
. o Iy
Comparing the findings of this study with 'bhosg of 12%1: yea® when using only the - N
favorable and very favorable assessments of the D.A. degm@«; the present studysrespondents |
reported 120/343 such resporses for%35%, and last year's study réPorted 99/322 of such
responses for 31%. . The findings of the present study would indicate that the D¥A. d.egree .
is gaining more favorable acceptance? 4 | - g, . ;
' ah " kK
The u.nfavorable and, very unfavorable“\responses to the Di-in the 1975 study we‘.rxg Lo
and 2 respectively. Irn the present study (1976) such responses were-40 #nd 3. The °
percemtage of such responses in the 1975 stu was 42/322 or 13%; in the present ,study,
the responses were 143 343 or 12%. 5 T %> . .
After conducting six annual nationwide ays including the. current study (1976) on
the status of the Doctor of Arts degree, after ta g with a large mumber of gr:a.duate dea.ns

v
2 .

S Attt

.
7‘.'\"' ’ »

th litble, if eny, fina.ncial

| ' .1. The D.A. deg:ree ‘continues to develop momentum
/ support from governmemtal agencies.

A

2. The D.A. degree would be offered by more institutipons if m tate comnz,:.@sions
for higher educatibn would discontinue their mora,t ria on ‘doctoral Qrograme, if
~—— more financial- support would be made available,r ‘1f there Weren't a surplusg.of
Ph.D. degree holders, if institutions now offering dogctoral programs would dis—
continue changing such programs to include one or more features of the D.A.
degree, and if the administrative officers and facultids of a number of insti-
_ tutions. really understood $he purpose and functions of ‘the D.A. degree.

3. ’l’he respondents in general reported placement of D.A, degyee graduates better .
i / than the placement of graduates of othe:r" doctoral programs\ (see page 5 ). One |
/ D.A. degree”program, dlrectg reported, "Ph.D. in English placed 6 out of L4O.
D.A, graduates, everyone." \ Exact figures were not avdilabld in some cases on
) pladement. However, the writer would estimate that at least\90% of the 416 D.A.
/ ) de ’grad‘i?ates as of Seftember 1, 1975, were placed—eithe rp"lru:ming to their
/ h /ﬁcﬁner positions or obtaining new positions. . g

/’% ximaely 1900 students Had.been admitted to D.A. degree prygrams as of
A e"p”fé/mber 1, 1975. These D,A. dggreé candidates are older and r
é;;-—-""“‘“ Ph.D. degree candidates. In add.lgtion, the great majority of D.A} degree

. -/ cendidates havé had previcus teaching experience at the high schopl a.nd/or
. college levela‘ end are committed %o college teaching.

/ . 5. The reaction, o the D. A. degree by the 343 respondents of the present study

e - (1976) wes nzore favorable than in the 1975 study. The majority of the 62 ,

/ ° institutions offering the D.A. degree, definitely planning to offer the D.A. Y

/ , degree, and considering the possibility of offering the D.A. degree reacted /

! favorably /or very favorably towards the D.A., degree. The 63 institutions K

offering programs similar to the D.A., degreé or reporting the flexibility of . /
oi‘i‘er:.ng/ e degree/ type program under an existing doctoral program reacted ldss

/ favorably. Of th¢ remaining 218 institutions which returned the questiomnaires,

/ 135 rea/cted mor;ﬁ favorably towards the D.A. than unfavorably, or tended to be of .

-y o , - -/
O B /
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the opinion that the D A, wasn't nseded or were uncerta.in about the D.A. degree, .
and 83 did not respond or reported th‘e DA was not a.p;plica.ble to their institution.

There is a slight trend begimning to appea.r for offering some D A, deg:ree
programs for preparing pei;rg_uho may not necessarily, be going into college

teaching, e.g., library sci ement, engineering, education, health

science, and biolo ca.l technology.

~ The writer, as well as many others, ip still of the opinion that the D.A. degree

_with its emphasis on preparing "teacher-scholars" will be more in demand in the -

years ahead as the percentage of students enrolling in two~year colleges
continues to increase.

AN
S

(The author grants permigsion to anyone who would like to reproduce this
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study.)
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Considering the answers of the 163 respondents the.t assessed the DA J.n a favorable,

very favorable, unfe.vore.ble or very unfavorable manner; the redults were as follows:

"31 or 1% asseSSed the DA in a very favorable manner, 8§ or 55% in a favorable manner,

Lo or 25% in an uni‘evbrable manner, and 3 or 2% 1n a very unfavorable manner.

Compa:rmg t findings of this study w:.th those of 1ast year when using only the
favorable “an favorable assessments of the D.A. degree, the present study respondents
reported 120/31;3 spch responses for 35%, ‘and last year's study reported 99/322 of -such
responses for 31%. The findings of the present study would indicate that-the D.A. degree
is 'gaa.m.ng more favorable a,ccepta.nce.

- - i

The. unfavorable and vexry unfavorable responses to the DA in the 1975 study were L0
and 2 respectively. In the present study (1976) such|responses were 4O and 3. The
percentage of such responses in the 1975 study was Lj2/322 2 ¢ 13%; in the present study, ]
the responses were h3]‘3h3 or 12%. . ‘ )

After conducting six annual nationwide sur\reys including the current study (19769 on
the status of the Doctor of Arts degree, after tallung with a large number of graduate dea.ns
including nearly all of those representing J.nstJ.tutJ.ons offering the D.A. degree, and after
carefully analyzing the replies and comments made on the quest:.onnalres, ,the author has

. ree.ched .the following conclusJ.ons relative to the D. A. degree. -
I 1. The D.A. degree continues %o develop momentum w:.th 11ttle, if, a.ny, financial
; - support from governmenta.l agencies. - , \\

2. -The D.A. degree would be offered by more :Lnstz.tutlgns if m/ar&ste.te commissions
for khigher education wéuld dJ.scontJ.nue their moratoria on ‘doctoral prbgrams, if
more fJ.nancJ.a.l support would be made avallabie, if bhere Weren't a surplus of
Ph.D. degree holders, if institutions now offering toral programs would dis-
-~ -contirug changing such programs to include one or mord featurts of the D.A.

degree, and if the administrative officers and facultias of a number of insti-
 tutions really underst’ood the pu::pose and functions of “the D.A. degree.

3. ’I‘he respondents in general reported ement of D.A. degree graduatés better
. 'than the placement of graduates of o doctoral program (see page 5 ). One
' D.A. degree program dJ.recth reported, "Ph.D. in English placed 6 out of L40.
. D.A, graduates, everyone." * Exact figures.were not availabld in some cases on
/ pladement. However, the writer would estimate that at least 90% of the 416 D.A. .
" de graduates as of September 1, 1975, were placed-—-elthe returnlng to their-
/fofmer posJ.tJ.ons or obta.lnlng new posJ.tJ.ons. '

s ximately 1900 students had, been admitted to D.A. degree programs as of

: eﬁf/ber 1, 1975. These D.A. deg.r.'ee candidates are older and

é,/ - Ph.D. degree candidates. In addition, the great majority of D.A) degree . .
candidates have had previous tee.chng experience at the high scho l and/or
college levels and are committed to college tea,ch.lng. \ ) ﬁ\J

5. The reaction to the D. A. degree by the 343 respondents of the present study
(1976) was more favorable than in the 1975 study. The majority of the 62- p
, R institutions offering the D.A. degree, definifely planning to offer the D.A. ,'
! degree, and considering thé possibility of offering the D.A. degree reacted . .
o favorably or very favorably towards the D.A. degree. The 63 J.nstltutions A
o offering programs similar to the DiAs degreé or reporting the fle:u.blllty of ’
. ’ offering a degree type program under an existing doctoral program reacted 1ess
favorably. Of the remaining 218 institutions which returned the quest:.onna.ires, ,
135 reacted more favora,bly towa:rds the D,A. than unfavorably, or tended to be of
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thé opinion that the D.A. wasn't needed or were uncertain about the D.A. degree,.
and 83 did not respond or veported the DA was not appllca.ble to their J.nstltutlon.

6. There is a slight trend beginning to appea.r for offering some D A, degree
““programs for preparing Persong. who may not necessarily be going into college

. teaching, e.g., library science’ ment, engineering, educatiop, health
st.ence, and biology-medical technolo

-
¢

e r;lIhe writer, as well as many others, is still of the opinion that the B.A. degree

\ . with its emphasis on preparing "teacher-scholars" will be more.tn demand in the
"\ years ahead as the pertentage of students enrolling in two-yea.r colleges
‘continues to 1ncrea=e. . - o
0 o o . T ) P J <
. r (The author grants permission to_anyone who would like t% reproduce' this study.)
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