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e

ournallsm, in afgugents for .scholastic curricula, and in many .

tc.--are difficult to use for a variety of reasons; and (3) Some

‘non-traditional sources, such as journalism, school diréctives, and

C

onversations, provide much useful and 1nterest1ng information
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T Good, Bad, %and Non-sctolarship ‘in Aoplied Chith:§Lih§uistiqs;'

- -

‘For the past year or so- I have beeﬁ workingion this tOplC under the Sponsorship
A
of the \atiowal Endowment for the-human!cies. Two-types of Judgments have. beea my

N
*daily fare in this enterprise and they are indicated in the ticle. One has to do '-

- -

'with critica} judgment of the scholarship. That i% relatively easy to do as long as

.vone is foolhardy, courageous, maSOchiépic or a combination of these. What is harder

» -

ique decide whit "applied},'"scholarship",'“Chicano" and "linguistics'" wmean. This is
also more interesting' and perhaps in the final analysis more valuable.
PN "

The necessity of descriptors in a bibliographic study are obvious to anyone who

has thought abott'such matters very much. Words like "Chicano" in my title establish

limits; they allow the scholar to legitimately leave oyt some tnings. I began nmy

bibliography with very broad limits. XMy intention was to read all of the literature
on "linguistics/language teaching and the Mexican-american.
‘ €

) Severaf factors led to a more precise statement of goal. From the beginning I = -

had not wanted to cover the literature ieschner; Bills, and Craddock call '"the Hispanic

trldition." This 1s the kind of work best tyﬁified by the work of Espinosa. In faci,-

-~

™ did not really ya&t to do any studies of tﬁe Spanish language per se because I did

\ not feel com petent to 3uc~e their merit. Teschner, Bills, and Craddock were already

.

doing that and as it tutns out - extremély well - so I decided -to focus on scholarship

other than, that which had to do primarily with Spanisn. . i

Similarly, ieschner, Bills, and Craddock aeclined to includd any scholarship on )

)
o

language education.
N ) -
This appears to divide things up rather tidily, but for my part that impression
is misleading. Let me illustrate what I mean.

- . v ¢
Ohe wishes to make an annotated list of articles, books,.etc. on language/linguistics

.

’
and the Chi cano (exclusive of works about Spanish). Consider:
- ‘6
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: g Maz garet Rogde.‘ "Learnlng co\Spcak.Ewallsh in the :irst Grade." -
‘ The Texas Outlook, Vol. 22 (Sept. 1938) pp. 40-41.- -- - ' . -~ s-d
.- 7 Texas OQ;look is the journal of the Texas S:ate Teacher s e
"N Associa:1q1. .My note card reads”’ y ~ ’ _ L
: . Random advice about t;a;hxng ‘English to Spanish speake ' 1 (ﬁé?
One exercise is designed to teach the correct use of and' s . T
‘ which presumably is dlfzicult because "In Spanish 'and' is . . e
. . used after each noun. & g ,
- "Another exercise suggests the following. dlalog. ' ' ' P U
ey Wleacher: Who would like to see if the children ip this \
. row are clean? Lupe may look at the children in this row. '
_J ) Lupe: "Juan has dirty hands.' Oz, Maria's hair t. . L.
e combed.' - L. CoT

> * . N i

’

This article qualifies for inclusion in the bibliography in most ways. It is

about Chicanos, language, and it is applied - certaialy not theoretical. While it‘pio-

——

bably ca?'t be considered scholarship, it is important to a historical undezstanding of

N ®

the subject. In fact, it is representative of a sub-category of the literature which :\

tight be called something such .as "sarly language pedagogy." .‘
s ’ ' - ' :
It is fastinating in somewhat the same way as a bad car wreck. It is characterized
. y . N
. y . . . e e s b
primarily by well meaning condescension and linguistic naivete. . : .
i . - . -
’ -
More samples of this subcategory are:
' ) ’ .
Caﬁlro.nla Departzment of Education. A Guide for Teachers of 3Segirnning
Non=-English Spcak;nq Children. Sacramento, Califormia: State Department ¢
of Equcatlon. Bulletin No. 8. April 15/ 1332. 68 pzges. ) . :
< "An appraisal of this group [Mexic 1-nmcricaus and others] uncovers
‘. qualities which our own fast-moving, nighly materialistic civilization may
- 7 well kuulate. Our Mexican popu;athﬂ has leisureliness; gay, light-
hearted enjoyment of the present; a spx*ltuaxlty and quiet devotion; a .
passionate love of color, music, and dancing." And - P

"Dirty cuiléren in a room or forelga children reflect direccly oa
the teaching done there."

. Thurman G. Rohr. -A Study of the Correction of Eﬂblish Proauaciation
. of Latin Acerican Pupils, ,M.Ed. Thesis. The Univeérsity oi ,‘exas at
Austin. 1948. 117 pages.
"2o00r English pronunciation is one of tiae greatest oastacleb to
the Latin-Azerican who must eventually coxa into daily contact with . X
English-speaking people." ] ‘

Ny

6'

. These.early language pedogogy articles are obvious%y useiul though not very scholarly.

Up to this poiant the area I had marked off for invesh*g tion 1s a workable one. Other

- . L
iateresting studics do not fit so well, m.c..soita g either changing the dcscriptor% .

- - .
-

or ignoring some-uUseful 'studies, or doing some tricky reasoning. " Llet m=e illustrate -

- ' 4
) ‘ : RESE A

¢



 this problem. - SN

.
Some of - the literature is dbout Chicanos but is superrzclally or ques:ionably

. / [
-concernedizigh laqguage. Most of the geweral boos le;érh works from Bogardus' early
-The ? ehicaﬁsln the United States to Steiner's La RgzaJare of thls type. Szﬁifar to

. T f-
these are the mefter s theses "”he Educatzon of Spanxsh—Spea&zng Childrea in Lexas . é

(V. T. Anstin, 1957) by Carlos Calderon and "A Sociologi\al Scud of - a Mexxcan Sdhool
>4

K -

in San An:onzo, Texas" (U T. Austin, 1927) by James K. Harnis. Woxks such as these
- . P - - 'J
areﬁobviéusly important to an understanding of the wholé socxolxngui;fic siruacion, and

L . N
they make fascinatipg reading. James Harris, for example, began teaching at- h varro
PR * i ’

,_Schcol “the suﬁjeét of his study, in 1898. The«theszs {s full of sn
lacking in bxblxogréppy. It is so highly quotable that you way rind your 1f reachlng
' for ways to include it in talks like this one that have little to do with his bjéc .

Viz, "Filthy homes are sources of all forms of skin dlseases, such as itch, and pih

hots “and. entireky ..

T

skin eruptions. There is seldom a case of diphtheria but all other ailmeats of child- -

hood make up -for it." (p.9)" The Cilderon thesis “is likewissﬁfull of pictures, with a

seeaing specialization in bathrooms.
What does one do with such works when making é_bibliographyton applied Chicano
linguistics? Leave them out because they ‘are not really l%nguistic? Or include theam

because théy arehjnéeresting andAuseful as backgrouad?”

«* N A -

Othér literature is more clearly linguistic but oniy questionable Chicano. The - -
best example of this is the 1930 Master's thesis by Ruby Coon ""he History of the

_ Teaching of Spanish in Texas.'" This study was intended to"be "a fairly comprehensive
5 , ]

study of the progress made in the teac?}gg of Spanish in the public and private schools

of'Tea [at all lcv;ls] since the coming/g;~;Ru bpanlards, and the actual >ta~us of

the subject, at the present time."

,  Much of the literature which is useful™n the study oi Chicano liaguistics is

y . . o
evea less Chicano than this. Should a bibliography Zocussed on language and any ethnic
S~ .
‘Q
-

J
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group qgit Rubin, Fishman, or daugen on b*lingualism? What about Slead's article. of\\ -
. N\ .
- ) - o \
- a faw years back enticled "Bidzalectalgsui The Linguistics of White Supresacy°" A

N . v . . D

.. Or other work on blacss, black lasguage, sociolinguistics’sucn-as that by Labov, °
- [ ) . , ) o ; : . Lo

- Shuy, and others! The fact is, most of the work donme.on social dialects in America

Py

+ has to do with blacks and not Chicanos. With regard to’ bzrzngual educataon oae

F) S e

v

bt e ————

,—v.would be ill-advisEE‘Eomiﬁﬁore*theLzsportagg;gﬂf\\pelnb prouuced in Canada on Freach-

- and nnglish *.But what can be omitted then? By what teuerity could Whors be excluped

-

or then Bloomfield and certainly Jesperson -and at lfsc Panini H.mselr? xhis has becoze

e

ridiculous, of course, but I have pursued this argument in order to make a point yhzch

- .

goes a‘Pit beyond the writing of bzblxographzes. ]

‘ " I have grown increaszng&y uncom-ortable wzch the &escrlpzors "applzed Chicano lin-
N
~‘guistics. From the beglnning of this work I have assumed some chings regarding who
/ X . .
, would use such a bibliography for “what purpose. Basically, I have thought any poteatial -

: ’ - ~ -
- user would be much like myself in one very-important way = eager to contribyte somethingf\

to the political er'orts known as el movimiento without lapsing into propagandrzing and

t

i without compromis g scholgrly standards. A bibllograpny of Cnlcano llngulstics can

—,

be such a contribution but probably only if it is used oy people who are trained in

genexal linguistics. I am ihclined to generalize beyond this poxnt to comment on the:

-

soc1al utility of ethnic studies relative to traditional acadcmzc disciplxnes but I will

¢

N resiSt the tedptation; There does seem to be a clear cutflr tentatlve suggestron that

goes beyond the bibliographic enterprise per se.
' To return to wise what I was developing earlier - the problems‘of doirng an annotited

bibliography'- let me indicate some practical consideratrions.
1 ’ [ NS . ’ .
1. Frustration #1 is locating the material. One seexms Goomed to have titles which

he cannot locate anywhere. Using interlibrary loan helps, but the bibliographer is

likely to face wecks of waiting and receiving notnrng uatil one rateful date on which
o

he receives 40 master.ﬁ theses all to be returncd igﬁ%hree days.
.. /Y.

2; I thinkfbibliographers are probably ai%ﬂ56§; or less compulsive, tihe kind

. r 6
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of" people who enjoy doing things neacly and cOmpleeely. Li e some cpsmlc sick. ‘oke,

,bibliographies cannot be done completely. The neurotic scholar faces the gnawxng
* k o

faceless anxiety of knowxng ‘that whenever ne stops some tzele (probably the wmajor :‘

o

work of the chairman at theAuniversity where he has just appiied for a job) has been

'

omitted. . P r

3.‘ ne special problems of cealing with master's theses have been dxscussed by

Dick Teschmer in a presentatzon at one of the Jack Ornstein's U T. c.?’ meetlngs held
+ .-
\

jast summdr. Dick is a good bxblxographer, 1.e. truly far—gone in conpulsiveness and

adherence to standards. And so, since his paper was huxorous and had only 400 foot- '

notes he has declined to publlsh it. Write’ hzm fox a copYy.

4, -Not the least dlscouraglng aspect of this- wqu is td& boredom which has been

’~(

thelresult oi~the so-called information eaplosion. In fact, with regard to my topic,

the {nformation explosion is synonyzous wlth reddndaneyn

A

5. Some of these pfoblems I ‘anticipated;, . 49;~one has been a surprise. That was

¢ the amounc o pecullar physlcal\efrort involved. One workgsln libraries which are

’

large and located long distances from parking lots. One has to carry note-cardés from

one to the other. 500 5x7 cards in a rlle box welgn 5 l1bs. 8 oz. I found zyself cal-

culatiag wnetner unruled cards would weigh sxgnxfxcantly less than ruled ones oger the

.

period of .a years The veteran Dibliographer is easxly spotted in a crowd. ke Warrea

Spahn, his domimant arm is abrnormally long.

6. The tedium of proofreading reaches its apogee in the blollograpny. It is wore

-

taxing, more mechanical, less intellectual, (a trained monkey should be able to do it,

though a trained graduate student can't) than gven error analysis.

-~

7. But being a bibliobrapner has its rewards. What can compare with hearing

your dean bay “put it's only a bibliograpny, not original scnolarsuxp. ?

“fhe.good scholarship in applied Chicano linguistics is found primarily in disser-

tations. This i a pradition begun by Barker, conginued through Coltharp and Sawyer,

7
v

- -
. A
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Cwy o -
rowx ag mor "linﬂuistic",'or modern 1if ou‘w;ll, in the work of:Gustavo Gonzalez
°8 B I . ? , G
L ‘Paul hurﬂhy,'xeacnnc., Brisk, Roger *uom:son'a ' obhers. 'Abou§ to be completed are a
. . L \ . L

couple of véry exciting ones - bucia Eifa s-Ollva“ez (of Paa American University) '"Ways

; of Speaking-im a Chicano Speech Community.“ This was excerpted at Swallow IV in San

N * - .> i . . " ) . d .
Die o0 as "Chicaﬂo Language Vuriehles ia East AUSuln.' Also ¥i uel Carranza‘s stud
44 . y

- N * -

2

) L
of language at:icudes among Choicanos in Chicago. This was done at Notre Dame under’

.
. -
.

the direCtxon of Ju jan _Samora.

-
1)

Toe follow1“° brief list of recent articles are represeqtative of the Ygood"

short.scholarship, i.e. they ‘are both interesting and rigorousi'
Gumperz'<"Veibal S:rategies‘in Multilingual Comaunication" made the point i .

-

1970 that code switcning is not random and that it is a communlcatlon skill'which

*

spegkers yse as a verbal strategy in Duch the same way :nat skillful writers switch

.
4

styles in a shorc scory." His data wag obtained in a ;x1can-nmer1can cozzunity. ‘ .

- (X
.

~
Marina:Burt aﬂd Heidi Dplay focus on Chicanos in their study of second language .
-8 i
-acquisition and error analysis. Azong other tRings they show that ‘only 4.77% of the

.

- Y
L A

Eﬂgliﬁh errors made by their sample of Spadish-speax ﬂg'Chicano.children age 5-8 can
be attributed to interference.' . ~ .

Polit;er and Ramirez of Stanford have also doﬁe iﬁg2:es:ing wo;k in error analysié
and Ramitez:alone has donf a leng:hy'%oéparisoy.of the Eanglish used by ﬁupgls in ;I
monolingual and a bilingual school in California. . R

¥any good short works are beginning to be found in collections such as Bilis'

Soughwest arcil Linguistics and the Hernandez, Cohen, and Beltramo volume El Lenjuaie

i,

—p— .
-~

de 1os C‘ic anos. ?

- - Y, - . 4 . D)
This section has necessarily been very -briefi. If still more breovity were regquired

]

“ and 1t could include only one title, that would be the receat annotated bidliiography by ]
/ ' ) ’ ’
’ xeschnbr “3i1ls, and Craddéck. t is an invalubale tool waich it is a pleasure to wead.:»
‘It 18 bibliography as high art.
./ , _The bad schiolarship has already been coasidered in large part. 3y "bad" I mean

. .

'\. -___\
: ) 8 /4 S | -
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lacking in schola“ly rigor and, .as T have indzpatea in several ways, not useless or
. . \ -

inte.esting. This cacebory xs aomznacea_by tneses done 1n col;eges of edueatio“,‘

.

- " ’ -~

- articles in teachers magazines, and monog‘apns wrxeten ‘by teacher trainers. I have

-

pentioned sever&l wor ks-lx&e thesé al“eaoy, and I\aon?t thiak ft wou&d be snstruct‘ve

to iist more at this poin:. Teschaer, nllLS, aad Craadock can be your. gusoe <a this
4 . B .
~regard if you are interested. They uncovered some of the same‘objeecionaaxe material
1 did. . "’4.' . . _ FRE i
. . Y 13 L . !‘:. .
- The non-scholarship is perhaps the most interegting contribution I have to make.
. - ‘\
I have three sources in mind. Tegether they constitute varieties of Bloonfield's
. \

g

certiary :esponses ,r'"'

. The first category isijournalism. For example,-in 1944, Time magazine ran a story
- ‘ / ’ - -
on a Mexican comedian known as Tin Tan whose stoc“ in trade was a zonologue in pocho. - .,

PR
.

T+ is reported that glossaries were hawked outside the theater. In 1957 The New

-

Reoubl c reporced on Sea. Yarborough's early efforts at gettirdg a bilingual education
p .

act passed. uditorials waich appeared in the Harlingea, xex53~ Velley Morning Star on

+

November 16 and 23, 1975 is attached to this paper. Journallsm is a useful if non—

¢

scholarly source of - information. . - ) . T

Sz I s 2. . =
A second useful category oI non-scholarship is.exemplified by the argument zor a~ - ~
. o v : > " -~y : . : - ) o
speech course requirement at’Pan American University. This is attached also. 1t is tne
. » : ’
’ : . . . - : !
kind of thing that is often argued ofally and”selcom wzittea, I think. 3ut there aust
. /// .
be any- aumber of writtem school.directives which concern /language and the Mexican-Ameri-
. . . 9
+ . . . -
can that are pore or less available. .
X o - e e . e
. Conversational statezents regarding Chicano linguistics.make up my third category.
. . -
is is an enormously engaging source of imformation, though'difficult to use. Personally,

N
~ - \

I write down what I hear, as soon as possiple aiter it occurs, and put it in a file

zarked "absurd statezents about language."

..
N
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