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.DISCIPLII\%E, CORPORAL PUNISHME—N'I_‘, AND SUSPENSION

-

. Discipline r . ' . ' < .

. . N R
Discipline, corporal punishment, and suspensions, in dealing with

classroom management, is the greatest single-issue faciﬁg p\:!blic school * - .

- .
’

education today. The American publric"land pilbiic school educators in general\,, .

~ - 4
~ -

" undoubtedly all ﬁ;x"ed up b;’ the widespread student digru\pti.o\n and violent -
behavior, ‘have cited-@iscipline as the biggest problem of our public §phobis'.

Fl
+ “ -
- . ~ -
~, Y

-~ Breakdowns in.school discipline, of course, makes more negative news

. t -

. oL e , - . ' . Lt
stories than any other aspect of; school life and trying to coje with a youngster's
e S

Y

misbehavior is a p'roblem that all publie school educators must tackle. Wew :
T : ‘ ’ Coe .

v - N
»

tecachers may be forced to leavd the profession for which they have been trained,

-due to their inability to cope withsproblems of discipline in the classroom.

Altogether more experienced teachers who thought they had the ansxxﬁ] are

. - N ¢ . . N - " . ) 4 -, . - ‘.

throwing up their hands iq hopele:s"sness and frustration.as they, too, find ’

S v . . &

their students unmamageible. Most public school teachers and educators are

_ e L |

more concerned with.maintaining good discipline than they are with teaching it.

.. . - s - o)

- -
-

a-.. . + If the public gchools -a‘re.gg_:s'ucceed, they must address themselves and

-~ 2 >
. = . . - &

all of their available resources,td d establishing in each and every classroom

an atmosphere conducive fo 'tea'chin.g anfl learning and the role of the te
- o e - ° '
“must be returned.to one of learning facjlitator. €lassroom djscipline

L}

described as methods used by teache’rs td #nsure the students’ compliafice with’

< ‘ . . s st N
.certai‘n norms of behavio.{' established for the classroom. Tﬁese}ne&hods‘
. N s . Ao . . . ' kN )

-

" basically také two fo‘r'm§,--po's.-i.ﬁ<§, such as.Praise and rewards, and negative

» —~—

or punishment, such as deprfvé‘t-i‘bn. of-j)ri;rilége}:;, phy'sicai‘punishment, and
. ..‘ . - -Ta ﬁ;- - . . r .

. s el




. A ncwspapcr omrce prophetxcally announced by a small mlspnnt wluch
& ' ) |

- changcd an "'s'" 1nto an "th, " that "CLASHES w111 ‘begin next Tuesday " How true

o

J

that is, unfortunately'.‘ Without discipline, classes turn into clashes between

- ‘

- pupil and teacher. The child’ s, impression of education in a dlsorderly setting

- .
' N
~

is suggested By thé reply a boy gave his fathcr after the flrst day of schOQl

Mﬁ'\\fe'lﬁl, how did you like school, son?" The boy replied, "I have | never been to

-
. «

"

- . ¢

such a place' There was a lady there who didn't do anythxng but ‘shout at us

: to }'eep quiet,' ' ' :

4

. teachers to discipline a youngster or to apply corporal punishment or to suspend

7 . N "
the youngster from school. I received notes from teachers that WGnt like this:
s s -

;
-

.z . This-young man makes more noise than a brass band out of tune.

L

" . . ' « . R @ A P .

See if you'can tunc hirh in to Channel E-A-R-S instead of Channel
TN

M-0-U-T=H. The Channel M-0O- U TLH shas too much statm and

X “g . . ,
’ because of th1s Channel E A-R-S can't ome in clear, ’

4

‘ Mr. Garza, 4 L ‘ - -

e -

a0 “ X Ihave h?st:‘n’uy vdicéjyelling so much. Today I'm sending my

- 3

_ ;

do them som_c gq_od'-wif‘,no't- fz:y t,h,e' forehand. ‘These boys and 1 g1r1

we‘(e nobqulet whﬂe Mrs. Garza was in my room dxscussmf for about

» )

. . . - \

As a school principal some years ago, I received many referrals from -

. « - Mr. Garza, i ; o . b
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Mr. Garza,

Thesc boys and girls are having listéniné trouble.,+ They
- » q 3 .
Haven't'quite gotten the idea that listening comes through t}Pears,

not the big loud mouth. I know their anatomy is just like everyaone

., else's and their ears arc attached to their heads, but.sometim RN

away inside their dirty little sfocks because they jillst.don't seem, '
. RN - ,

2
. . ' . -

to heav thing that is said funless it is to get up out their seat, ~

b , [ o .

-7 . 7 S
room, etc, . . — "

- » -
. . . ] \
- .. .

2 ]

talk, play, run, leave thg

-~ - DA =
shphent. It is leadership and direction

w

"Discipline is more than pu
. . .

freely and fairly given. Too-‘often we think of discipline in pure&yﬁati’ve -
4 ‘ " ‘Z_//'/"f, ) . h
terms--no noise, no running around, no disturbance. ~his, of course, is

- ~

‘"

a misunderstanding of the

-~

s L. L T
real meaning of disciplines The word comes ffom

-
the Latin and it means téaching as suggested by the word "disciple, "_rri'eaning
. . ) . \
one who is taught. ' Good discipline basically means good teaching. ' )
g ) %

There has been much change in public school education in th& paéé’

RY

five to ten years. Appro:;imatcly five years é.é’o the Houston Independent - e
School District underwent a massive desegregation program. For, the first e,

L) - e

- o 2 - : . i . »
time in the history of Houston, except in isolated cases, Blacks, Whites, and .

Browns went to school together. In addilion to this, all Black and ‘all White

.

.
i B -

ss-over of teachers and._ N

teachers was established in each school. .fﬁe cro

* L . - . - N -

students in the schools created soeme problems in the relaiioﬁship between

-

A . - £ K
staffs were discarded and a common ra"tiori'ale of Bléck‘teachers to White . . ; 1
|
|
1

students and students and between teachers and students. Many of these e




.

o

h problems were genera.ted by societal stru/turesrwuch had legally and off1c1a/y

boys and g1rls must learn to get along w1th many persons and handie many \

new problems. As they come to adulthood lackmg resp ns1b111ty and ability

' world much different from the:.rs. - e T

about dlfferent behavxoral expectatums for our students in our s\chools. -

newswdrthy. . o ' T e Ly ;

ot
« - e ‘e t‘

. If wé consider d15c1pl1~ne so 1mportant in our sch‘#&,' "toda.y isn'tit.' " . 7

.\i

3 &

separated the races. These cou(htmns had al1ena ed races from each other,
. \_g . A . _ -

The r‘{:sult-was 'often misconceptions, stefeotypes' and assumptions about the

nAegative act"s of teach(ofa dlfferent face fx‘om hat of the student.

o

. tn*the past\lt \va’s not too d1ff1cult for the ch ld b'rought up in"an adult

i u . e

dormnated home or evcn vchel'e there was lack of control,

1 D ' ",'

toget along fairly,
. S
WC].]. He or she usually coptmued to l1ve on.in the\s me commumty and

) . e -~

N \ —
environment he was u: ed_to.’*‘ His" way of life was p«rétty welﬁ‘eter\mined for
, ' S o z

Today we need
. 3 ' \ . . .
to prepare our childrenlto: work\, pla‘y, and cooperate ith.many groups of

v

people, Wlth our present day shifting’ popu.lat1on and anges of living, our

1 » * -

»
s . N
L -

‘u

|
: 1
to. l1ve with others they w111 have to learn the hard wayY—oftcn ip a cruel . A 1
- - . |

‘ ' 3 \ |
. _ R s ) ) A i
]
|
|
|
1
1
|
1
J
I
1

. -

[ ’

- Another factor is that ofa changmg soc1et"y, \the isintegration of the

famlly un1€ and the changmgattltude of s‘ocwty. The,se hanges ha.ve brought he

. .
“o

2

Iam
—

\ : 3 . -

sure there aré@any more reasons why ) udent d1,sc1pl1ne}1s a cr1t1cal issue . ™
l
» '\ ‘ .. -

today, and 1n most .mago-rrs‘chool districts
. . [

ve have.added that dimension of RS
. ~ b

Black versus thte which has made .the topz of,stﬁdept n:li“sbehavior more T



2%, - ! ¢ R ?
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to assyme that discipline is nebéssary to maintaln order"in the cla.ssroor_r’my/ .
and required for teaching and learning, we must devise methods-which are

sufficiently fair and acceptable that they can be reasonably expected to be

- -
Y

" effective. If we are t.g‘assumc that the schools-exist for all XBungsters’ and

-

d . ' : 3
that all youngsters must be kept in school, then it becomes our responsibility
) . ‘ . .
to find the rules, téchniques of discipline, and methods of discipline to,meet
- ‘the needs of all youngsters arid we know that this is an insurmountable task.

: Y

.Corpor®l Punishment o ‘ ’ A

"
¢ ' F =

In an article appearing in Education U.S.A., the issue of corporai

punishment is mentioned and ] quote: "An organized effort to ban c"orp'oral

~ -
~ .

?‘aroy,md_'thc,nation but is being met head-on

2 )
- . ¢ -
v L

" by cdunter-d_emands for tougl;er‘ discipline procéd&neg.”‘Pu‘t?lic school 2

L3 - . c . X
punishment in schools is surfacing

=

. ; } 7 © e, ' : .
*  educators archﬂws\t concernedlwith the issue of corporal punishment and how

to regulate student misbchavioryor misbehavior without béing sued for violating

’

the student's rights, or if sued, without being aver-ruled in court. 'Although

) ~ - A/“l . ~
different polls have shown that corporal punishgent is endorse9 by a majority

-

of public sc}aol,tcacl?ers', educators, and parents, there is still-a move by

. sSome camps to abolish corpof'al punishment. "Undcubtedly all school districts
, ’ i ' ’ -

have beer or will be asked by their respective communities to re-examine the,

v - I . __n“\( )

. district's corporal punishment policies. _'Some*,ﬁindiv'duazls will suggest changes

_in spe:c.ific portio}xs of the policy while others wil)’demand that corporal *




PR PR :é: ) 4+ . . - q ‘ ; hl -
- AR N Corporal punxénent has been dcfmed in the Houston Pubhc Schools '

S - ‘
'

as ﬁohcy that "shall be limited to spankmg or paddhng the student on the
buttecks with a wooden paddle appr0ved by the principal.'" I use the analogy

that some ch11dren are like wheelh,arrows wagons, and canoes, Some need : «

to be pushed, some,need to be pulled, ‘and some need tQ be paddled.-

o

- + MR

I

I am sure that all school districts have a clear policy as it relates to

- Y

L corporal punishment and I shall be happy to share our policies’(o}the Houston

. v
b “

Independent School District as 1t reldtes to discipline, corporal-punishment,

¢
kY kd - 7 - v

- L3
and suspensions. ‘ '

—-—

Physical punishment, or.corppral punishment, has been'administered -

-—

- in our schools since the beginning of time. I believe most parents, if questionedc

about corporal punishrnent, feel that it should-Be retained in some manner and |
surveys and polls throughoyt the country will bear this out; and the usual reply
if. soifieone is for or against co'rpo_rgl punishment, is this: Until somebody

’

comes up with another alternative, then I will decide‘wl}ether cor:Re-ra“l‘pnnish- ‘

ment.is necessary or not. - : - .

7
.

|
--~  Most scnpol district policies address the issue of corporal punishment _ ' i

. T . s : )
“by a numher of variables. The punishment must be moderate and not - - }1
i
|

ad‘ministered maliciously ot for the purpese of revenge. "~ What modera:‘te

corporal pumshment is in any g1ven case is a ques‘tmnable fact and depends on -
| \

L : 1
the s1z\e age, sex, cond1t1on and d1spos1t10n of the student in th’e c1rcumstance. . |
| . . / ° > ]

Ce e ) . t
Moderat;on depends on ‘the type of instrument used the body location struck, . J
4

-

1 2 4 ..

+

v and the force used So there is much ccntr0versy as to what is modgﬁete or . ]
- . . " . . * j

reaspnable, who should do 1t, and how it should be done, -

- . .'n
a o P L ) . . '
. ‘ - - , )
. ) ) ‘
’ ~ . .
s R |




the desires of the co/mmfmfity and the Board of [Education should dictate the
substance of your district's policy. ' What may be desirable in one district
— : y S )
could bq totally unacceptable in another, I would, however, recommend that ° -
school districts should haver |, 4 - —_
) l. A preliminary stgtemen‘t of philosophy on materials of
_concern with respect to corporal punishment,.,'
) Z. A definition of what corporal punishment means.
- 3. The requirement of parental pefmission, ) ) o . S '
" 4.  When it should be administered. ' . v
N ! ‘ ‘ ) \
. 5. By whom to be administered. " ’

&P« Where to be administered, Example: “-spec'ific place,

B ) 3
7. Requirement of witness.

’
>

8. Instruments to be used--size, thickness, length, etc. .

—

9. 'Ke‘e'p/report of punishment on record. Fach case should be
. / -

' reported to the Central Of'f"ice,‘ s'uc}i as ‘tiie"Superinten.c'ien‘:
ot his designee. | - - ' B

Othler promswns may be written relating to the corpo’r‘:ﬂ‘ punlshx;aent. 4 ' ]

policy as they conform to the st«;e law, ‘ ' - o - -°
< ‘ \ i “ ’ . . N | . R

Susg?n‘sions ‘e | . . T ' o

‘For some t.tr‘n'e now school off1c1als have alway‘s suspended students for )
misbehavior or mlscondu;t. 'More ‘and more \;'e d‘eal w1tl‘1 ‘the issues <of students : —

: : - e . .
rlghts and his Or her right, to pubhc school instruction., The ph1losophy of the - .
‘ : S 9. S Y )

' i R I e e e
- - - - - - - . - s A - —~ .
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Housto IudéMénM» i i at ',vjry stuécnt, Kindergarten through

[y
w
o
=
-
0
-+
—
n
—
jox
s

G
el ener T T

e,

1
4

12, should be Srivile .{

to attend school every day during the school year in

ordger to be given thorough insti‘uction in all subject areas. Under certain

cigcumstances, however, it becomes necessary to suspend a student from .
' /",7\ o . ' ) . ) ' - : ! ) E
schoo}l attendance or assign him to an-alternative Program for miscopduct -

-
-~

when other means of correction fails, or if the student is a dils,rupti\:c force .
\’) v - ll
[ ] I

to remove him or her from the school environment,

E'\‘rer‘y school di?tri_c'tAand every school should have the rules covering

° - —

suspension and they should'l:;e posted predominantly on a billletin board in e.ach . -

building and be available to all students, parents, and other inEerested persons.

i In the Hous ton "Indcpendent School District a pupil may be‘suspe;’lded
- . ; y ) - . ’
Lo .
- for the following recasons amorig otherg: ' . BN )
L‘x‘ . - - A A ,‘,' e . .
1. Cutting, defacing g_i.iﬂn an;); way damaging property, real or personal -
. o bclénging{‘to the School District, its employees or other students. .
- It
. Zé_ Defiance of the authority of the teacher, principal or supervisor. ’ '
' - ¥ ;
. 3. Stealing; forgery, gambling, hazing or fighting, .
"4, ,Pgssﬁe‘s‘sion of any \}veapon, knife,. gun, instrument or article ~ -
) (including fireworks) that might be injurious to person or property, " g,
t5., Habi%gaLprofainity_ or vulgarity, .
6. Use, sale or pos$ession of narcotics or other ,danggarozs drugs" '
" not prescribed by a licensed physician, . K B ’
. o P ‘ ‘ v
7. Use or possession of tobacco or alcoholic B’evera{;es in\tlll‘e school, ° .
on.the school grounds 6r:while involved in school sponsg'(ged activities, *
5/‘\ . - . - ” ) X : N ‘ \ :
- ~ 8. Participating in-apy acfivity which interferes with or disrupts -
. . R . . v —_— . v
' the edutational processes; o . A
C . % As'sacultirié or causing bodily injury to an ‘employece of the District T
o 7 or.anothes stude i, v .00 . ) - .
- 0 . - N . ¢ ’ ‘
T ' 10." .Violation of public law or District or building regulations. = .-
IR ~ % < . vl N .. -

PR I . I3 0 N N
* - _ .
. . : . s
.
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— . i - 7
- We have_often heard of the new math and the new ‘English and we have - A
. ’ . ’ . . - N - [

also heard of bechavior mbdificatién. ’ Pérfha}ps this could 'be called the‘new

-

*

discii:line. Regardless of what we have done up to now, the methods of using

Yo , . R ] . - .
~ ~ , - = o B} - . .
corporal punishinenf and suspension has not wotked for somé youngsters and
\ - . .

N -

certainly suspending a youngs(tcr from school does not solve that problem.. ’
b - g
A\ \ 3 ' . .

Suspcnsion is a disciplinary means of controlling u?aacceptalblﬁel-havior imthe = « !

- . -

. , -
school environment. It is not the answer to the problem of'students who aect -

. '

“ . v L ! . AN L . ) ' Y . .
out against school and/or socilety, An alternative means to susprension must . -

' . !

. ' R ¢ N s &
- be created. The majority of our Students are in school'because they want to _

learn, The few who interrupt, interfere, or disrupt the educational procéss
“ ® <

]
[} .f‘ .

BEEEN : . * . . .
must be temporarily removed from the environrment which causes this
K3 .~ . ) ¢

<

! - ~ -
: - : o - DI ~ L
particular behavior. ST " , \ b - /
. CT L - 7o

.
. , e
» R

. Recommendations ) - . ’ -8 .

- ) s, . 0

.o,
L N -

1. Dé\}elbp a comprehensive Staff Deveiopment P\ro{;rarrf for all teachers \ N

»

and administrators dealing with disciplirie, conporal fpunishment, and e

. [y

v - .

suspensions, . - &

-

|

1

i

i

1

|

1

i

pesut R |
‘ N l
i

1

?

1

s . )
4. Review the organizational structure of the schoé
3 , ¢

v -

\ - "

N . T
istrict and make ; 1
. ;' » <

\

- v ) * . - ‘
sure‘that it reflects clear, coneisc’ channels of communicatiof in :
: « ’ . . s .

. 4
- N N ¢ -4

the specific assignments of staffand thetr roles, '

[ 4

.

Aruntoxt provided by Eric: .
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and’hew approachesg that can help bring about 6rder1y and reaso,hable -

-

'

, (1) the school, (Z)Uthe ﬁarent, and (3) the student for respon“sibleractic_m

- 5 ’

The sUccéss of any change in pubhc school educatlon is d1rect1y related

'g‘?

to the c mpetencxes, skills, and comm1tment of ~school admmlstrators* /Most

-
- - 'Y ~ L .

. chang s in the sghools occur either through a,dmlmstl ator staff. 1mt1at1ve er “at

M ’\ '. L . N ‘ ’ L

4 ,/ b

D the v ry least through admlmstrator le

#imation, Very few chanfes of any

2 .
’

significance,can take place without, in € way, involving”the/school :
f administrators, ( - T :
. . - ) . . \ / q .
P ’ The question that again we need'to a_sk%n'selyes; u'sho'ul‘d schools * .
3 - / . . . - s ) 4 . i
", éhange any( so,~how? " What kmd of chang.es are negded and how can t‘hls
' . > - ) ~ / + ¢
o s ya !
be best brought, about? . S /{ . )
N ) b oo . -‘ \‘ } I T . :_ /.// . / : - . " .('
I.feel strougly that the ‘tradit;{onal coursegs in creditbf.ormat has not peenn ..
- . . . ’/ - 9‘ R ' - .o

effec’tnze and is in sonvé \vay roelﬁ/fed to the p blems of studcnts in the sc.hools. -
. 4/ . < . “ -

struct10nal prog‘ram shou.ld be L e

- ea B i
> .i'

- ’

I also believe that in today s s/chools tfhe/l
PR /

/ .demon$trab1y compdftency /felated tO\ th
¢

e\tent poquble and mdlvldually p&ced

LI LR
- o
_ (Y VRS &
vy Yy . . \ k

spohs.ﬂn.hty for any deviation from the" ’ A

A
ya

I also behewe that the 1n1t1at1ve and

‘ . \ , - 3 a N Cen . . R >
[~ WX . ) ot 3 L.
oo tradltlongil approa 1 hoﬁld rest h the off1c1als of the iocal education agenmes. T,
v A . // “e '3 “ . o
' Our pa:tlon ha' begun the Bmentenma.l dbsenvance of its mdependehde.
< . 5 ’ /’s L ! ! o oo
° Thls year'-/1976 is an approp ate target date for th1s :nation to hava in ope’i‘ation "
‘f- <N 3 - ) * , . ) ’ ' «* - ’ '. . .
. R / ot ' ‘ Con T Cs :
\ V- R . ‘:‘ S K . I 1 2 . ‘.‘T ’; ° . ’ " .\ . V B .» ~”_ 4 « o i |
. T - - i - v:' | . P -.’, Cat . - . Lo . - \ 3
- S ..}", # v . . 10 ’ ., . R
B ’ ., . AR .
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. a w1de range of instructional programs on educational reform. Ifirmly bglieve.

. that as the viability of American schools is enhanced we will, in diric‘t

. : / - . : -
_v +.  proportion, witness the unfolding of the full splendor and awcsorpe educational ( .
. . ’ . ) .. “ ' .
power embodied in'the unpretentiously phrase concept. -"We the pcople of the -
Unitkd States of America' and we, the people in education; .can bring solutions

. . »

" to those problems that affect Americin education today and if wé are to live
. > T ! * . . {
. w;th the concept ard the commliment that we are hare because of the children, -

then we must shgw the ciuldren that we care..“
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