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. This report 1s a swrnary of 14 days ol obscivation of six small

L ‘ . '
viewing groups. The ohservational data collected over shows 261-274 is :
importént, not only for the vast arount of dgscriﬁiive information they

contain, but also for the number of shows covered and the number of '
" L)

v

groups that werce observed. ,

" The availability of ohscrvations on 14 consccutive programs .

4 .
X allows us to do rore than analyze reactions to individual program ele-
LA \ . -
ments. It enables us to cowpare pregrams, s & whole, and to see how
. ' -.' »
individual film gegments fare when they arc viewed in different pro-

+

» gramming contoxts,

' The fact that six groups were ohserved is important, hecause

it enables us to look for consistency in the reaction of the groups-

to vurious progfréiring eletents.  Often, in obserng a single group,
, . "/ ) .
. an outside cvent or even one of the vicuvers can distract the entire

P L . sps - ‘ s,
group. At such times it is difficult to assess vhat the rcaction might

have been had the distraction not occurred. ’
"

Rayvicvwing this mensive collection of data, onc is impressed

-
with the Theredibice degree of consistency in recactfons from group to
group on indiwviduzl progran elevents and entire shovs, A swimary of

Ly i
the observations is prescnted in the arnmendix to th;s paper {or anyorie

desiring infor—ation on a specific program or film. This report is gn B
*

/ .
attempt to summarize sone of ‘Lhe mpre comprehensive/findings that he- ' v

come cvident as onc combares various prograviing eloments with ong

another., \
‘s L ;
c .

' Cowparing Ubknle brosr s

_ . . ’ o
- Revicewing the oh:orvations taken over these projrams, it is ¥

Q extromely ¢lear thot coveral weve exeellent, sone good, gsome fair and

ERIC - , A
— . -------i----IIl--I-.-IlIllll-I.IIIIIIIIIIII...-...I.-.;
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. *
one was really protty terrible. Some of the #actors that seom to be im=

1

portart in determining how a show 1s reccived are: {1) The degrec to

which the program gives a feeling of varidty, (2) what happens on the

strect’, (J) The introdaction of elerents throughout the show that can g\
[

bring atteution bacl to the scrccn( ang '(4) The length of the individual
L]
elements that make up the ovrogrum. Each of these factors' is discussed

in gréater detzil below.

The beqree Lo which Lhe Proqrat: Gives a Feeling of Variety

[

.

Too much of the same Xind of progra~ming secas to give the

‘SAMLNCSS, Wien this japrens, the children terd to

show a feeling of

lose interest or become restless. Tht following coxanples w¥11 help N

to clarify what is ncant by " a feeling of sameness” and where it

occurs in these 14 progrens. \

Overiarionre ¢ street thove,  In Several of the programs a

good decal of the acticn on the®stroet was tied to a common theme.

. / . e i n X
Fthen this hapsencd, the Gifferent epicedes did net secn torexcitang

e agh in thoaselves to maintain attention., The follewing exaples
-

1. JLC Lo this: * - .
[ I Y . '

Show 262:  Pet Show. The c;:;E?ép were very interested -

; . - S . .
in this themo at the beganeing, 4?%9?‘uprd attentive,

responsive, and loved Slimy, %ﬁe worm. Bui, by the ’

* .

 time firct prize vas awarded, the chi]d?en were rest-
- N
les: and 1nattentive,
»

ghow 265, lce Crean Nachine.  Much of the streot action
revolves aroun g the snstalls taen of\Xn lece Creos Nachmine
n Seeame Slrect, By the time the ace cream Rnan cult,

Pardly any (hi1dren were w1311 walclang Lhese segaents,

< 5 - -

N -

e
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Inclusion of too many similar clements. Aside from the street theme,_

. . : T . t
a show tends to have a fecliny of samencss about it if too many of the pro-
. ‘ / . ~ )
gramning glerents are simi¥ar. Good examples of this are the_}Btiowing:
f .
Show 267./ Animal t'ilms. In this program, five animal
i . r 4 ’
! ‘films were programned into the last half of the show:

. Mandrill Mother and Baby(1:02), Tree ¥angaroo and Baby({0:52),
.ol

baby Reindecr{1:44), Animal Coverings(lﬂh? and Keala(l:03).
' .
In such a case, it is difficult to judyce how attentive the

childrer‘mjghf have been to the individﬂgl films had they
R

not all oceurred in the same progrhm.

-

-

Shew 274. Theodore Rikel. MNearly hal{ of this prégram

revolved around.ﬁi}ol. This_ included his singing of six
complete songs and snatches of Scveral others. By the end

\ ! - N ’ vt
of {lhe pregram, only three ov the six viewing groups was
- F_ . a
sLil} in tact, and feyy of the children in thesc groups vere
L] * " .

4

watching anything.

*on Soseme Street is an Imeortant Programming Variable

- .

that Haunpons

Thesc 'ohscrvations suuport earlicr findings that action on the street
is deneraliy the veakest part of the program. Of the 14 programs observed,

the two that di1d an excellent job in holding the childrcn's attention were
Show 271 ard thow 273. neither of these pProyrans Egntained many Sirect Scenes.

-

These ccencs 1rvnlvint onlv the live -charactere tended Lo he short #nd to the

point, Loty scencs ¢ Lyed@ hrovily on Big Rird vhe tends ta he ablce Lo hold
£ 1

« the ¢hildren's atlention longer than the live cast membors, .

6

+




Tht general reactions of the viewing froups to tpe street scencs

appearing in Shows 261-274 are sumaarized in Table 1. (spécific reactions

to these scgments can be found in the appendix).

i

Because of the importance of finding effective ways of using the

¥

cast members on Sesame Strect, it may be helpful to examine the rqactions‘

to these scenes more closely . ,Theohservations suggest that some of the

-y

following recommendations may be helpful in up-grading the action on the

—_—
P

street: ) ) . ha
1. Big Bird is defiﬁiteiyjthe %avorite character on the‘streét.

v When he appoears on the scene, the c%ildrcn usually look up
ﬁo see vhat'g, happening. They particularly enjov soeiﬁg his

big feet or watching him dance. .
2, Aalthough he did not awpear very often, the chiidzen were
. A

equally attontive‘to Little Bird., They parﬂicirated(fully

during his “"Imagination Game." Perhaps he could play a '

greatef role on the street.

.3+ The children are usually attentive to songs when sung by
- / .
- the—tast members. They parlicularly seem to enjoy songs

1
@

that encourage them to pafticipate; such as the Sorting

[

— Song.

4. Chilaren are very responsive to sounds. The segments on
' .

Show 273 utilized many'sounq effects in "Sesame Street is

’ “ .
Asleen" and "Sesame Street tYakes Up.® These were among the

best strect scenes in the 14 programs. Another example of

- . ., —_
effoctive use of sound was in the Cucen's Ouestions: (Show

264) .

4 P
4
;
[y

-




- -
H - -

. 5. Rockets, hot dogs, doils, and other'tbpics interesting to

' . . .. . :
i . children are also successful in involving, them in action

-

- N on the street. -~ ~ 7, " 4

L] .
4

. &. The children lose interest when 635& members give verbal '
s . > *
r descriptions of relationships or are involved in ski;s

heavily dependent on words.,

»

-’ ' . i
7. The qkildren's love of slapsticl: carries over +o street

action. . In “"What happens next ala Pete Smith" the childrén
: T ‘ i
R were very involved and amused... y .

- o . X
8. The children were attentive to most of the bits involvirg .

Tom. Several.of the girls watching teaséd mhout Tom

' - being their.ﬁgﬁfJiend.

i .

Il £ “

- - ] .,

9. There is a kecn avarcness of the inter-relationships among™ |

the cast wmembers. For example, when Susan and Migual sang -, L
. "Canta" several children remarked about'the way Miguel ﬁeldm ’.ﬂ?;‘
or looked at Susan. The girls think Susan is cuté and are

particuiarly_aware of men in the éast resgonding to her as
a glrl . : - .. . -;
] . - . a ’ " - -

L]
[ LN

' 10, .Most of the strecet sccnes schrtoo'slothoving. The children
Wi ) ~arg attentive vhen the actions od.tho.strépt are nore 1ivelv

or consist of quick shots of cast members that. illustrate

= - ]

a point (As in Sanc/fdiffpront feet), ' .

¢J;E{1(;A ;.‘ f. | . t~;‘fhi-‘;‘,;_, e ‘ _53 . | ::‘ L




‘Table 1, Reactions of children to the various

Sasame Street over Shows 261-264.
: .

action taking place on

Scene . Show Reaction .
L
262 Excellent .
263 Excellent
268 ExXcellent .
269 Excellent
Big Bird's Hoon Shot 270° Excellent
JSusan Buys Pillows 271 Excellent .
Three of these things(Susan) 2711 Excellent
r~
Prot Show 262 Good-Excellent{love Slimy)
Queen’'s Questions : 264 Good-Excellent
Three of these things(Gordon) 21 Good~Fxcédllent
Sesame Street Vakes ifp 273 Good-Bxcellent
Tom introduces the BT Fanily 262 Good
Tom hridges cavital and smwaill H 262 Good
"I nced coicons to be nice to" 264 Good &
What happens next (Pete Smith) 267 Good
Oscar's Foses,.., : 269 Good
Tom's Chair ; 1 - ‘ 271 Good ‘
Tom: Wonderful. . 271 Good,. .
Susan: Hapoy/sad faces ) 272 ‘Good-
Bob: “Rhviha" . . 272 Good- .~
*Sesame Street at Hight. ' 273 Good
3ig Bird tries to be Hoover & Nemlock 273 Good
Ccanta 273 Good T,
Susan. Undresses Doll 265 " Good b
L L
Susan Remenbers Rimn 261 Pair-Good
Big Bicd: Trianslc¢ Poumlol ! 266 Fair-Good
Cast does V Sound: 267 Falr-Good
Cooporation:Tish Fry 270 Pair-Good
1ilk/teche 271 Falr-good
Buying Hot Dogs 472 P?ir~Good ’
A
tloopdr's Reaching Device 263 Rair
pDscar 's Can Ouenierx 264 Fair
Tce Cream Hachine (S scghénts) 265 Fair
Pirensn v 266 Fair
Srouch Sopg 266 Fair
Big Bird:r hindiinle Classification 269 Fair
Cordcn:Lemonhering ' 269 Fair
Tlevator Door Vipe 269 Fair »
ieet for all scosoniGordon ) %70 Fair,
Sorting Soparkob 270 tair
273

Biy Pird is sick
Ay

Fair

{contimied)

A
! i
\-. Pt
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4 ; .
Table 1. (Continucd)
Scene Show Reaction . -
4‘. . I ’
Oscar Makes a Sundae ' 268 Poor-Fair ’ TN
Hooper Counts 268 Poor-Fair
Susan_and Kids: Proud * 262 Poor
Gordon: Rbove/Belgw - 262 Poor s
Tom: Same/Different 262. poor’ . ~
Susan .Calls Gordon 263 - Poor -
Oscar's Lctiers <263 Foar . -
"Everyone rakes Tmistakes® 263 Poox
Big Bird: Recding 263 Poor
Big RBird: Purhetball 2¢3 Poor )
Gordon: IMwyning Cune 266 Pooy -
Big Bird docun't get angry 267 Poor
Susan: Hane and Papa *267 Poor
Bol and Davidh: Between 268 PooY
Big Bird Cleune the Street xéEE“ Poor
Three of thesc things (Ead Visuvals) 268 Poor :
Tiende . 269 *  poor .
Gorgon rcads the paper 271 Poor .
Big -Bird: ilystorious tricycle 274 Poor
Oscar's reqguest 274 Péor !

Introduction of %loments That

ing Attention Rack

. . : /7
looking ovwer the olservations of any one group, one sees that once the

A
grbup's attention is lost it takes,a spegial Lyce of programming clement
to get it back. often vhen the children lose interest dﬁrfng one- bit,

they remain inattentive.miszing several of those following i until semething

happens to pull then back to the set. PBelore listing some of the variables

that seem important in pulling children back to the TV, it may be helpful

to trace through tke reactions to ono corplete show fo clhrify the problem.

-
8Shoe 262. The c¢hildren were very attentive :3 the first part of
this program {1, Those, Ton introduces the Lt Fenidy, Ft Song,
Pot Sherd, Do LO VAva, Dol are Jodoed, are conheys Count to 20) .
They evontually lost interest as the pet phow theme dragged on.

L) .

i0 -

-

ok




When this happened, the very next bhit (H-Horseshoo) had an effective

voice that brought them right back, They remained attentive {or the

next several bit: (Little-iird: Linagination Game, Two Hawds: Piece of Cake,

Block Spackinn, Poverty H, Quick Put -il, .Cookie, Honster i, H-Hello,

- Ho]o,*TOm bridpes H and h, arnd uuHva . ey athnLaon was then

lost diring Frnic and tie hir Salesman., This bit was too difficult,

for them to follow and their atteation strayed. They remained inate

tentive for "t3ils' but befan watching again when “Hands Count to

" 11" came on the . -sereerr,  The arnounzers voice, the children's voices

. and the viznal qiuol1c1tv alrl may have-contributed to rer91nlng
their attention. fThe childrea remeined attontive to Muppet Drawvs
11, but’ lost interest vhen the action switched to the street (Susan
and Kids Find Ways to Feel Preud), Thoy remained inattentive for
"Creca* vhich wia uol zliupy enouphy to* pet them back., TtThe "Sweeper
Antrmaticn” brourht them bhuew, hut Gordoa (Alove/Balow) lost then
again, Seorpe's Farm wvasn't strbnn enduszh to pull thoem baclk, but
the music from "Up, Up and huay” did ger thelr attention, They

L3

uptil Pot U1l brougsht most of then back, Aftec this fliey stayed
~ attentive for Roosevelt Frnnil*u and Dot ul]l 11. AltlHoupgh they
seeaed te like the Rus Filw, it wos too long for most ¢f tliem and
durirg this film and the follov1nb (hus stop) all attegtion was
ibst, [

r
. -
r
*

{

In this program, it is lnnortanL to note taast tha children's attéution

£

is ncver lost for teo long, The bits that are effcctive in pulling the

vicwer back were well diztributed throughout the show, keeping attention
fairly even. By contrast, Show. 269 starts off very slowly. In this pro-

pran there are several longer, slowsr bits bock-toshuck in {he first part

¢’ tihe shov., Hany of the children were lost for long portions af the pro-
v : E

§5 ... During the sccond half the pacc picked up and attention recally im-

+

proved.,

/)ﬁhc Lenpth of  Individual rrograwming Eleuents

-

-

Earlier, the point was ﬁade that some of the street themes seemed
- Y .

*

lost intevast agaid) innediately afterwards and remained inattentive -

k)

i L] ] - '
to be overvorked, piving Lhe show a feeling of sameness. The same holds grue

v Jor indigidual show seguents, Flluws Jike “Bus Driver”, and “Flruf’ " were

L3

L)
ry elfective exeept thot Ahry verd too lonp end Joct children as they veat

1, The tendency to dwell too long on the same subject is also evident in

11

e

+

i




. Pexhaps the réason this didn't work for Ernie gnd Cookie in ‘the Short/

of the vieuvers. By collc&tiﬁé obscrvations ontyhrfbus types of 5@6gramﬁéng.

+ i P
several of the hits §pvolviné Ernie (Ernie and Bert: Cake, Show 265 and

fl . -~ -
Ernie apd the monster: Short/Long time, Show 274). : L\ R
r - ‘ h
. Usually, when long pleces are broken up {Jnto several episodes, :

the attention is hetter.. The Jellyhean story (Shob 273) is a good example
- w . "

of this. fTherpoint is even cleaser when one compares the rcactions to
/ . Pt e . : .
Grover in the Op Family (Shaw 270) and in the Bt Family (Show 363). Ip" !

&

Show 270,.,the Op Family was presented as one‘Pit and attention was poor.
The Et Family was presented as three segments- and attention’was excellent. . .
"“33 "5'!' . < * . - . .
: - s, _
Long Tine bit was that the segments were too much the same.

“w i ot ) v -
~ + Eeomparing Progrim Elcnents

T
]
el

. . ' .
In this section we will atfempt to %omparo the effectiveness ‘

L] [ -

r

with 'whicli similar types of programaing ratcrial miintain the att%ption
Y . F 0w
L2 "

[y

it will become evident that certain categories of matrexigl are holding

+

attentlioa well, while olhers are bodinning to lose interest for the children.
" 1 .

’ - . . T * i "
*

After reviewing Lhe separate catcgories of programming, individually, an

- w * L) L]
attempt will be madr o sumaarize the material and draw implica%ionﬁ for ,

! \ ' ' . 1
production. _ . v "L
» - e. . ' ¥

Teaching Numbers

- - 1]
+

The JarioLy of material ubilized in these 14 p?ograhs\zkrEcted towaqd'
. ; . ,

;

numbcrs  goals is summarized in Table 2. All of the Herson films are
extrenely efffctive in getting the children to watch and to participate. The
- t Y . [ .

involvertnt of childrtn viewing these films {s remarkable. By comparison,

-

the 3%23 films look like poor sccond-cousing, Thcf arc still holding their

12




Tahle 2. Materials used in
dealing with number.

b

L

+

r
a

+

+

i

Programs 26112?4 that reflect objectives - oo

.

+

Film or Tape Segment . Show Réaction
. 3
... Computer 10 ’ ‘ ’ 261 Excellent ) ~
Computer 10 . 261 Excelidnt \
— . Ccmputer 10 . 272 Excell . AR
. ‘ Computer 4 . 266 Excallent \
. Stop Motion 12 263 Ezcellent
‘ Henson 7 269 " Excellent /” . Lt 't
Berson 8 270 Excellent . ’
Henson 1%- : L0 274 Excellent \
\' 2 o., -
Jazz 10 261 Good-Excellent
~Jazz 10 2061 Good ,
dazz BQ‘ . . 265 .Good . ¢
Jazz 3 265 Good .
Jazz B . 267 Good-Excellent
X . Jazz 5 A 267 . Good-Excellent
. Jazz 6 ’ * 268 Good | . . *.F
b Jazz 6 " 268 Fair-Good '
Jazgz £ . . 270 “Fair X . .0t
Jazz 9O 271 | ~Bood . . . .
- Jazz 10 272 * Fair-Cood AR
Hands Count to 11 262" Excellent _
Monkeys Count to 11 262 Exccllent Y
Count Up (to 20} 269 - Excellent
King of Eight g 270 Good-Excellent _
ueen pf Bix 268 Good - : L
*  Elevater | . 269 Good . g ! .
1-2 frase” . c 270 Good .
Perguin 4. ' ¢ 266 Fair
Penguin'5s . . ’ 267 Fajr-Good,
Dolpkins junp (16, . T, .288 Fair - .
. . R S ‘ . ‘
A.M.Baseball _ 273 Excellent o
. A.M. Baskolk.all - 267 Good-Excellent
Grover and Kerd: 1-20 - 271 Good~Excellent ,
Four Chcers . 266, Good . . .
Monster Addition 272 ‘ Fair-Good
Muppet dravs 11 262

Fair ' "

L]

-

Cecrenment ifl attention Lo these films.

13

i

Fl

own, but it is evident that over thé.programs observed there was a slight

dcaling with nuther gooals can be found in Talble 10, Guest $taPv on Scsame ¢

v

The childien eoca to enjoy counting amd are pretiy'attentive to

»

almost any picte that allows them Lo count alony. Additional seyments

#
¥

[

—




v

- ’ ’.‘-“11" '

.

to Pat Paulse
i e
so slowly.

- -

Reciting ‘the Alphabet

the films and tapes uscd to teach the alphabet in Shows 261-274 °

are swamarized in Table 3. BEvery pic¢e used for this purpose vorkead
well., The children enjoy-pgaying.a“game with the alphabet. They try .

L} ‘ v

to be the first one tg say the next letter éorrectly.

L

[]
r

Table 3. Materials in Shows 261-274 designeﬁ to teach the alphabet.

counyfing, One of the childrerf gets upset because he counts:‘ﬁ

¥

. -

«, Film or Tape“ . | Shpw‘. Reaction
Alphabet Media . F _' \ 266 Ekﬁ:cllent;‘ -
Alphabet Son§ . ’ - . 269’ E;cellcnt
‘; £MB Atphahet : ' ' 264 Gooéﬂﬁxcellent

éangétcf-hﬂphahet .) . ' 261 , Good. ,;

_|bA1pl-aabet' Song(Capitalsy o 263 Good R
. ' H ’ L .

.R'us;vclt Frankiin ; S K “392, , Good
P, wileom ‘ , . 273 Good o>
AhY thing Hugp%és " ’ . . 2;3 Good L
Groyer ;hé Herb - LT 267 Gp;d .

* P
. .
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Teaching Letters .\
] . ~

H The materials used to teach individual letters on Shows 261-274 are

*

presenéed in Table 4 slong with & summary of the reactions to these ‘picces.

Mot of the material used to reach reading is =nimated. BAll of our earlier
\ rescarch has shown that animation is one of the favorite production techniques .

1 ~

-

of preschga) children. -

q
Lboking at Table 4, we s¢e that post of the films are still éoing

* 1

e "a good job in holding children's attention. However, few of these pieces

aré really grablting them. This i% probably due to the excessive expdsure
‘I‘ ]
1 *
: these films have had over' the last two programing seasons. Anather
- '-possible:explanation is that the children observed in these grouns tend
. - :

to be oldex, around five rather than four years of age. Many of them have

watchaod §esame SLréét for two vears nos and know most of their letters. Onél
. indication of this is the coxtent to which they enjoyed watching the Skywriter
and Cro;sover ilms, Here they had to use their knovledge of the letter to
GUERS what the correct ansuver would be. e . . .1
The hest si:gie filn in this category vas Filmfair-i. The children

* really ju-ped to attentior vhen it cazme on andrdot very involved in it.
" ,‘ -

) . & 4
They also like the Hiwley films. They scem to be particelarly attracted by

his voice, and niny of the boys try to mipic him.’
© The Imaginatigi~filns are still doing,a good job in holding attention.
- . o f . 3 .

y ’ L
Hany of the children hiou eﬁe Imacination T story by heart and recite along

il

with the story teller. They'also know what is going to happen in ii-ifello

and like to tell their {riends -Mat to exwect. Wanda the Vitch still intrigucs ¢

them. As ene kv put~ i, "1 Yive tateded.”  The children seuted o enjey |
. ! | - :
. Voo, . .
sceing the sndw in this film now that the seasons have changed.
. 3

+

{
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Table 4. Materials used in Shaws 261-~274 directed toward Letter ‘Goals.

e

e

- »
N
v Film or Tape " Show Reaction
Imagination E ° , 281 Good .
Imagination E : 263 . Good
Imagination V 267 3 Good
Imagination v . 269, Fair-Good
Imagination O - 274 @aod ~Excellent
. ’
Poverty H 262 Good
Poverty H 263 Fair *
Poverty H 263 Good 5
Poverty @ 264 Fair~Good " :,
Pdverty O 266 Fair~Good
Poverty T 265 . Good . .
Poverty T 265 + Faif-Good
Povertiy 7 265 Good~Excellent
Poverty' X . 270 Poor=Fair
Poverty X . 1272 Fair~Good -
Hublcy K 262 Good
Hubley H 263 Good -
Hubley H 363 Good
Hubley V 267 cood-
Hubley V s 269 Fair-Good
E Eat y ] 261 Excellent
E Eat 263 Good
E Fgg 261 Good-Excellent
b Eag ) i\ - 263 Good
H Norseshoe 262 +  Excellent
H Horseshoe 263 Fair~Gond -
<
H Hole 262 Good-
H Hole N 263 Good
H Hole 263 Fair = . b
H Hello 262 Good K
* H Hello 263 Fair-Good i
Quick Cuts B 262 Good-Excellent
guick Cuts I 268 Good .
ek Cuts 7T 268 Fair~Good "
i)
Harging D 2G4 Good .
Hangins Q 266 Fair-Good
>
Q Ouarier 264 Fair - '
Q Quarinrx 266 Gocd
16 CONTIIIUTD '
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Table 4. (Continued) ' )
Filn or Tape “Show Reaction
T Train * 265 Good
T Train 266 Good .
T Toy$ , 265 Good '
T Toys - 266 Geod *
TV 266 » Good :
VioXin - ‘ 267 Good
Violin 267 Fair-Good . v
Viglan \ . 269 Good . ) i
Virgil Vec® 267 " Good ™
Virgil Veoo 269 Fair-Good : T
I Ign Croan 268 - Good-Excellent . H
I Ice Croan 268 Gooa-Excellent
I Tmpolite , 268 Fair '
I Impolite 268 . Fair .
I Inpolite 269 Goo3 . .
Film Fair 1 265 Exccllent
TPiln Fesrr I, ’ 268 Excellent
Pilm air 1 - 269 Execlldnt
W lorn 271 . Good \
W Worm 272 Good N
-
Vanda the Witeh 271 Good ’
Vanda th¢ Witeh 272 Good
W Later . 277 Fair ) )
_Film yalr v 272 Fair .
W¥-Ray ~ 270 - Poor -~ .,
Y Yellow Yanzo 273 Fair" v
Y Yovo 273 Fair
" 0-Oh- ’ 274 Good
© paratore 274 God4d
G Open 274 Good \
Sherlock Hetlock ¥ 267 Good
Sherlock Heloch v 269 Good




. Teaching Words \
"

L4

. fhe teaching of sight vocabulary werds was not one of the objectives

during Sesame Street's first year. Therefore, all of the material used -
. in Shows 261-274 to teach words is mew this season. This material is

summarized in Table 5 below.

, ' Table 5. Reactions of children to materials designed to teau% sight
vocabtlary woids.

L) ) =
< ]
-
. Tilm or Tape Show .  Reaction - .
. —_; \\
Grover: Exit .- r ‘ * 261 £xcelient
Hubley: Txit . . ' 261 Exc¢ellent . -
LRI . . . i A
groyjer: The . 266 4 Good-Excellent
Baby Mo:dster: Is © . 269 Fair-Good )
You ’ 274 Fair-Good ]
. S .
w €
» . . ] . o -~
. o - . ] | ,
The childrel. really enjoy seceing Grover talie a beating. They
laugh oug loud at his slopsticon tyus of rerormance.  Bgain, Hubley's
voice is excellznt {3 calling atiention Lo the wordt Severzl minic
- ! Fl

him sayinglﬁxitf.in a derp voice. !

. "Baby !"ohst-r: Is%1ds the last vpiece on Lhow 269, and it follaowed

P

v the Alphabet Song. Most of the chlidren vere stillbsinging’while it was
- . , -
i on, so iq's difficult to deternine how this would have fared sonevhere else
, .
i§’the proaran. The children tend to watch most skits involving the

N ~
LS

- * -
anything Hupna;g. This care earily in'the shor ahd many of the grouds :
’ . .

wercd't »etticd yeot.

s .
— e e - - .




Word Familics

vhether or not to retain the objective of Pgaching vord fa@ilies
h;s been broucht into scrious quest@on over the last yei}. The materials'-
used to teach them in Shows 261-274 is swmmarized in Table 6. The
reactions of the ch:ildren to thesg{picces ware very encouraging. Because

of the seriousness of the decision to be made régarding’this objective,

T
L]

it may be well t,o lodk at tpcse respoOnses nore closely.

L.
t
»

Table 6. Materizls included in Shows 261-274 directed toward the teaching
of Word ronmilies., '

/
P

Film or Tape/ . : Show =~ Reaction
Tora dntroduces thémgg_Family \ 262 "Good/“=
Et Song * 262 ‘E¥gellent
Grover and ierby Lt Tamily’ 253 Excellent
1g Sony . ] 264 Fair-Good
Ig Family 267 Fafr-Good
Op Son3y 5 268 Excelient
Grover: Op» Family ‘ 270 Poor-Fair (long) “h
Un Fanily 272 Excellent -

) ”
Un Family Song 272 Good-txceklont
Sun "1273 Good~Excellent

£ ) l 3 ’
Fian . 2373 Good
Run T 273 Fair-Good
A i
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Tne specific responses of children to these Word Family inserts

- -

are included in the appendix to this report. Anyone who guestions wvhether
. . . o,

v

Sps?me Street should include them as part of .its curriculum is en-

" rcouraged to ?ead Lhase respohses. . . ¢ .

. The ?hildren were not only attentive to these segments, but
participate@ fully when they were on. " Hore importantly, they often
anticivated the correct word, indicating that they hzéd a2 real under-

o standing of what was gding on. 'Anothgr indication thel they understbod :

’

! . \ -
were cenments liXe "That's the Op Family" or “The Un Family." . .

An equally important fealure of these segacits vas the way

Grover and Herb wecre able to gcl the children slurrify sounds. This

b
I ——.is-one-of-the host-effcetive moans—used worfar-on Scrare Strevt to—— 5
o - . ]
get the childrin involved with the sounds of lettiers.
™ ’ e . -
Relational Concepts ‘ﬂ
u The Waterials used Lo teach relational coﬁccpts axe suwiarized
[}
i: “able 7, The rest consistent approach to this goal area in Shows ’
¢1-274 vas through the use of the George's Farm filns. These films . .
' . T T : t
\vere not very aupealing to the children eycept’ for "Over/Under."
The rpst effcctive picce in this category was Potterdon Up/Doun.
A : b
They were atbtracted by the vnusual sounds and really liked .thz pogo .
HL . ) , Z‘
stick. Several romarked that they uvanted one or were going to buy onc.g,
" f
' v, None of the bits involving casl rmembers was watched to any

extent. The children tend to lose interest vvhen the actieon turns %o

o slrcet for mosu raterial. Fﬁing'picaurcs £0 nlay & ¢grme {Cordon:

»
[l

we/Below) never geems to vork very well, as the visuals aren't clcar .

N L

[ ]
s

. e
. - — 3

" Tor ththh11drvn.
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Table 7. Reactions of children to material designed to teach Relational Concepts

+

Bit L. Show Reaction J
| J
) . S

Gedrge's Farm: AboveyBelow — ~ 262 -+ Fair-Good
‘Geordge's Farm: Up/Dot 265 Fair-Good
Goorge's Farm: Ovor/ya¢ 270 - Gapd-Excellent
George's Farm: Near/Far o272 . Poer .,

Pl .
Gordgn: Above/Below \ 262 Poor ,
Tom: Sane/Diffarent - \\ 262 ,poor
Bab and David:Between A 268 Poor :

. ) . .

Kernmitr Retween \ 268 Fair-Good .
Ernie: llear/Fur 272 Poox . ]
Grovers: Mear/f'ar 272 .= boor .
Ernie and Tionster: Short/Long Time bzl qud----Popr {(T00 long)
Quick-Cuts: Un/Doun 261 Poor
Baby ilice:Cvex/Undey : ‘270 Good~Excellaent
Pottercon: Up/Down 261 " Excellent
Batman: Clean/Dirty ) 263 Good-kxcellent:
Same/Diffbrent: Pect ' 269 Good

Host of the children vailched the Ii:hy Alice: Over/Urnder f£film., One

-

boys reuponse to her knoﬁ—it-a]l'attitudcd was, "I know the difference,

Powers of the !ind

+

, Most of the matlTial aesigncd to teach the powers of the mind is

relatively new. A summary of the reactions to these films is presented

Co v
in Table 8. FEvery film was effcctive in holding the children's attention.

- +
¥

It was difficult to tell if the children understcod what was going on

in "Heuads" and "Boy and Cart." T

L
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They really enjoyed "Spilled Milk-& The children would smile

as the little boy lied, scemingly understanding the joke. . They also

. '
seened to understand "Dog to Bird." Comments like “"He's going to be a

4 bird " and "He still chases cats" indicate that they undcrstood that

the dog remained a dog except for outward appearance. ® ’

« - The "Boy-Mind" bit was by far the most successful.- 'The children

kept predicting what was going to happen, «getting very involved in this

ségment. They also participated fully in the Little Bivd: Inagination ‘

i

bit., It is difficult to imagine what they vere imagining, hwi- they

followcd Little Bird's directions completely. - This was a very effective

bit, particularly for a street scene.” ) . . 1
L3 * -'
—Tehle 8 PoncTrs OL ThE maind. - ,
Bit a —  Show Reaction - . —
I Thought a Thought . 261 - Good ' .
’ 268 Cood - ﬁ
271 2 Good-Ercellent
I've got a nind ; 262 ° Good

27 . Good -

Little Bird: Imagiration Game - . 262 . Excelleﬁt 5

\
Dog  to Birq ’ 262 Excgllent
Boy %nd Cart s ) s 268 Good .
leads ‘E‘ 268 . Good & .
Spi‘l;ed $ilk ‘ : ) ' 2700 Good-Excellent ,
ﬁd&#ﬁinq N R 27t - Excellent -

¢
+
T
-
+
.- \\\
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Cooperation
" ' -

As part of a formative resecarch study in the area of cooperation,

three bits uere written by members of Lhe Writer's Workshop. These in-
- i,

cluded: Grover's Tuz of Wax, Block Gtacking and Making a Mural. A sum-

mary of the reactions to these bits is presented in Table 9. °

Table 9. Bits designed to encourage cooperative behavior.

T

Insert show . Reaction
Grover's Tug of Mar ) 28 Good
) ’ 263 ¥air
, . 265 Good )
. 267 Good
T pic:m Good ) v
272 Good .
Block Stackina 262 Good-Excecllent
- . . 264 - Good-Excellont .
266 Fair-Good )
, 268 Good .
270 Good
274 ' Good
. 3
Mural , . 271 Good-Uxcellent .
) 273 Fxcellent

. .

‘o Grover's Tua of War elicited many cormments about mogsters and a good

L]

deal of laughicr, but few children indjcated. that they thought the monsters

should start cooperaling with Grover. On the other hdnd, Bloc!: Stacking
3

cvoked comments like, “Hait,

they're gonna do it right," or “&ﬁoy gotia

)

ile em high." One child didn't scem to undexstand, though. He announced
p '

that Gordon and Tomr were goiﬁg to use magic to make a tower bigger than they

“ure.  The children particularly liked sural.  They weng surprised vhen the

“+

5 : i
‘wo separbte drawings were copbincd to make a house. This appealed to them.

\“ -
.

L)

b

L]

—

S -
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. .y " .
- Comparing Production Technigues ///)" . ‘
\ ’ .

. . ‘ ‘\\ - ! ‘
Insthis Feciion material representing various produc?ion'tcchniqucs
sueh as pixillation, myster& drawin;s, mupnets, etc..will bé reviewed iﬂ
an attempt to detenmine what produgtion mothod% result {; the fullest at-
tention., , Some of the specific films or ;nserts haWg Leen discussed éarliéf'

: ' ¥
as they related to specific prcgram objectives. They will now be viewed

as representative of an approach that can be used in various goal situvations.
L

»

v
4

4

Use of Guest Stars

»

A suraiary of the reactions of children to guest ceclehrities on .

Sesame Strect is prescenied.in Table 10. The children recally seem to
'

enjoy seeing paonle they knouw on the progran. Rach.time.nill Coshy ot
Flip Lilson appcared sévcx;l children would call oyt thely names. They .
werxe similarly attentive when they saw characters from Bonanza;‘or

the tets, Batman is still very exciting Lo these youngsters and Seﬁgral
started Lo play Bagman and Pohin after they saw him,

The c¢hildren are less attentive Lo chiracters they don't know as
vell lige Pete Seejar or reggy Pleming. The Listen My Brother groun is
one of the children's favorite things oﬁ Sesane Street, This is the only
thing thd children ashed for on the show. Sc;oral children wanted to know
if the LB gréup vould he on{that day. These singers gnd Roosevalt Franklin
repre;ent reople the children strongly identifly with., Over and over again

when they vould se¢ them, the children would point to a member of the group

and_s3ay, "That's we” or "Ehat‘s wmy mother." X .
. A In gengral, gosst stans coe to 2dd to the appeal fa the program,

Yy .

particularly when they are prople the children know and love, or can identify

with. ' .
24 | 4




Table 10, Guest stars on S¢same Street.

—

Insert yah Show Reaction . ,
Coshy and Kids - 266 Excellent .
€oshy; tapoy 272 Execlicent
Coshy: Sad . 272 Good-Exe¢ellent ,
Coshy: Surprisc ‘ 268 Good
Coshy: 1-20 ‘ 214 Good
Coshby: Yestcrday/Toda?r -or 273 Good
F' k] -
‘ Flip Wilson: 1-20, . | s 273 Excellent
Flip Tilson: Alphahet . 272 Good
Mets !tiss: 4 , 267 " Good-Excellent
lets ilisss: § 267 . Bood-Exeellent
Met¢s iliss: 14 267 . Good-Ixeellent
Peggy Tlerming: 6 268 Fair-Good
Poggy Flumming: 8 . 270 $ood
_Bénanza’Counts 265 Excellent // .
Paulsen Counts 263 Good
) rete Secgax: Imagination Song 270. Faix
"IMB: Alnhabet - 264 Good-Ixeellent
iMB: Counting. i 266 Excellent
L4B: Children are Bezutiful - . - 268 Excellent
LEB: Body barcs - | 270 Excellent .
L+ . of Songs - ’ . \
' ‘ ’ .
) The children are particularly recepvtive to music on the program
. i
\ and will often respond to it even when théy are not watching, &any of thg

- B i
songs ,that apncar in Table 11 have ‘been ‘used over and“over again on the
! . . !
progran and they still seem to retain their appeal. ThHis list is in no way =
, - ¢ P

complete. It Ineludes.only the pieccs that were done primarilly as songs

‘ rather than_as bachground music for [ilms. <’

In general, the children Seem te enjoy all types' of mypsie, but

spond in different ways, They tend to linten to slower tunes or rock

2
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Table 11. Songs on Sesame Street L . - ¥ -
4 2 A i '
- 4 F
Sony LT ’, Show > Reaction .t
' Whistle a Happy Tufe . 265 + BExcellent -
. Alphabet Sopg.(Capitals) 268 BExcellent ,
Everyone Likes Ico Cream .2n Excellent
& ’ .
Mad . ' 273 . Excellent
Word Family: ET _— ' 262 Excellent
Op 268 Excellent |,
Ig . . . 264 . Fair-Good -,
Five Fingers - s - 267 Good-Fxcellent *'*
Surprise . . 268 Good-Excellent
N A; You're Adorable ., 265 Good-Excellent
¥ g * . -~
. : . '
Roosevelt Frankiin: Mane , : 261 . Good-Excellent
. . Jays of the Week 263 Good-Excellent
Alphabet ° 262 Goad
People in Your Neighborhood *..265 Good-Excellent
; - ’ 272 Goog
@ . ) 2687 Faix=-cood.
Alphabet Song s , 263 Good
U . vppgnd Away . © 263 Good
I need Someone to be Nice To 264 . Good
Canta g 273 7 Goog "
. llelp . 287 _Fair-Cood’ .
b " Green , ‘ 262 Fair-Good -
. Grouch Song ’ . ) 266 'f“ Fair .=
Grover's Song - 269 ® ° rair
“tarshine ! 261 . pooxr * o
:..%§yonc Hahes Mistakes 263" PoOY . .




’ . - ’ v Y
to them. Snappier tunes tend to yet them up and dancing.
-t

The children'sgem ﬁo really enjoy all the tunes done by the.AnyéﬁEEg :k
Muppets as a group. Vhen any of the muppets sings alone,.they don't seem‘ as
N . N
responsive. The tunes scem to he slower vhen they are sung alone, however,

so it's difficult‘to deéérmine which‘factox ig important. |
. L ]

* b . -

ST
v

Mystery Drawings _ k. . : d

Your mystery drawvings were-included in shows 261-274. The( *

children really love these, as is evident from their reactions (see

- .

Table 12.) Durin’g these films virtually all the children get involved

in the bit, shouting "Mo" with the kids voices on the soundtrack b«
‘e . ' . ) o o ) . -

L] e !

Table 12. Mystery Drawings

Film ) ' Show Reaction ' _ t:‘"
Drawing a Kurse : 264 Excellent )
L =] : : . . .
Drawing a Mailmar _ . 265 Excellent | A
Drawing a Camel ‘o Excellent '
Drawing an Astronaut ' * 272 ‘Excellent

- L}
- ’ ’ )l -
Pixillation : . - . .
’ “ &

. The pixillated inserts are still an effective means of holding-
- ! ' " -. !\
the children’s attention. A summary of the reactions to those bits
. v .Z’ ' -
included in Shows 261-274 is presented in Table 13. For additional dnfor- *
‘h.‘"t. N

mation on .pixillation, see Table 9 (P‘age 20). .The children like tryiﬁg

to mimic the aclion they obsexrve in these pixillated bits. During the

*testing for the Ofegon Coupecration Study, the children re-enacted the ,

*

Mural and Block Stacking hits in fantastic detail.

L
* 27 . .
L]
» .
- - L L - . e v

- -
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Table 13. " pixillation .
. . - !
. “xPSert Show Rq@ction
r ' .o . N
Bxdom and Dustpanm  ° R 261 - Excellent ..

Fl - }'_
Chairs : : . 263 ’%bod ..

. 4 i
50 .
12 Crossover - . 263 Good
+ H . & ® .
Summer-Winter Crossover 268 Rir ' .
0 Crossover I ¥ & Excellent | »
2-3 Crossover . . 266 Excellent
. \
Fill':}.s i L. A
* : ‘ A-; ’

»

The children's reagtions\io the films used in Shows 261-274 are
e

N ’

sumrarized.sn TabJe 14. For more!informatiof on. reactions to a specific
N - , . - - v
film, seec theappendiy attached to this paper, ,
. ,

- T

Filiys that are paced more rapidly and films with unusual sound
tracks tend to be the rost appcaling to the childrven. as is evident

from thie list, animation is stil) one of the most aprreciated tcchniques:

LY

- *
Aniwation dealing with letters, nunbers or specific goals discustced earlier
[ '

4

are not.included herd.

[3

+

»

Length is an important variable in filns. §everal lost the

PR ~ -
childxen as they weat along, c¢ven though the children were really in-
volyed for the first part. . ) -
EEPECE . .
R Ope film that childgen responded exceptionally wéll te was used

in place of "I'va Cot a nigd“ at the very end of Show 266, No information

on the nawe of the film vas aveilable to the obmnervors, bul perhaps somconel ¢
. ' -

in production conld furnish this information. '

i ~
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Table 14, Sunmary of th? reactions to Zilms used in Shows 261-274.
' ‘ rilm Show Reaction
AY ) 1
»
Beginnings ~ 261 Excellent
Bus Filn ' » 262 Bxcellent
. ot Hill &1 ' 262 . Excellent
¥ . Dot Hill & 2 ‘ 262 Excellent
Sweeper Anairation - 262 Excellent
Story of the Triangle and the Square 263 Excellent ’
Right Sounds 264 Excellent
Right Sounds . Vg 271 Excellent
Body Parts Tuzzle 264 Excellent
Doll House o 264 Excellent \
I am a Letter 265 Excellent -
Hubley Telcrhone ) 265 Excellient
» Cat and t'ouse Chase . 265 Excellent .
Patterns 265 Excellent
‘o ~ House in }lbuse 266 Excellent
.Paint hnirution 207 * Excellent
Honcy . . 267 Excellent
BEdbdy Parts Film 264 Good-Txcellent - .
Body Parts Film 275 - Excellent
Ice Créaln iactory 271 . Excellent -
Clay Shapes _/ﬁ\: 261 . Good-Excellent
Ring=tailed® lomer . 261 Good-Txcellent
The hands miln o 268 Cood-rrcellent
Paintind Ped 268 Good-Fxcellent
Wnat's that Sguiggle? a 270 Good~Excellent
Dot Bridge 261 - Geod .
Giraffes 263, Good (Long)
Beaxe and Bocs 261 Good
Feet : 264 Good
Lizavds ‘)}265 " Good
Baby Fantasy : 26L Good
Koala 267 Good
Firenep < 266 Good
Jungle rbatract ) 269 Good
Digger ? ' ( o 269 Good
Same/Difforent: Teoct . - 269 . Good
Birds L _ 270 Good
What are Pabies Called o , 270 Good .
Touch. ard Feal ¢ 271 Good *
Farm Sounds g . 272 Good
Penguin phythns . 272 - Good
Grasshobr.ar. . 27 ¢ Cood ;
+Paint Aninalion 27 Good . .
R et : ' {Coftinued)
. 4




Table 14, {Continued)

™ - Film 5 Show Feaction
. “_..,.' . . »
. . . X ‘ \
Baby Rcindeer Y - . 267 Fair-~Good
"Brugoni's Flowers T 269 Fair~Good
, Bees 273 Fair~Good
Building Grows ' 274 Fair-Good,
Rain Visions - . .261 Fair
Bus Stop - ) . 262 Fair
Zoo Birds . 262 Fair
Apes Play 263 Fair
Auto £ . 264 Faiyx
No Matiter How you Count Them N 264 " Fair
Indizn Child ' - 264 Tair (Long)
Frogs . 265 Fair
Store Sizes ; 269 Fair
’ Cloud I-ages 269 Fair
Today is llonday " 271 . Fair
Bridges . ) 272 Fair
Pigs . 274 Fair
How 8o you cleawn & cay? - 263 Poor-Rair
‘Animatk Coverings | 2e7 Poor-tair
Car Jg}inq 264 PoOYr _
Fhyt - . : . 265 POST
. Mandrill I'dther and Baby 267 Poor
. -Rangaroo Eaby P £ 7 2¢7 Poot )
Flover S’ ' 271 Poor
A
'S

1

Out of the 22 aniral films in this 1ist, cnly the .Ring-tailed

* -

. ’ Lemuar did an cexcecptional job of attracting  the children. The Mandrill

. Baby and Mothepr, and Xongarop Baby were both shewn in a program with

five animal filns. The reactions to these films may have been batter if

. “hey had been vicyed in apother context. *

-

Muppet Inserts '

1l

. Because of the central role the rmunncots play in Besarme Strcet

£ pay e helpfuel te talke a closer lool at the ins<ert matexiald used in

hetr programs.  Table 15 suwarizes the rcactions to the Ernie, Bert

Q Dokice anrerts, and Table 1o swmmarizsc the rcactions*to the other

30 .o

. - [}
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1

iable 15. Ernie, Bert and the Cookie nonstef

¥
L

Bit ) Show Reaction
Cookie: H . 262 Good-Excellent *
e Ernie's Seven- Cupcakes 265 Good-Excellent
Ernie's Selection Song -t 267 Good-Excellent :
Monster and Flute . : 267 Good-Excellent
Monster Up/Dan Sorg 261 Good
- Ernie: Remembering - N 261 . Good
Ernie and Bert:Cake ’ 265 Good{long)
* Brnie and Bert: Televhone/Ranana 265 " Good L v
. Monster:Telerhone . 265 A Good '
Ernie and ltonster: One Cookie 266 Good
Ernie and Bert: Clean Up 268 - Good
Ernie's Bath 269 . Good
Ernie is disguised - 269 Good ’
Cookie rakes a sandwich 270 Good r
Ernie &»d Bert: Rain _ 272 Good
‘Cookie's Poxn 273 Good
Ernie's Ballecrs ) T 273 , Good
Exrnie a2ad lonster:Short/Long tinme 274 Googd-~~poor (long}
* Ernie and Bert:Sharcs . 268 Fair-Good -
N Ernie and Rexr:: Share . 268 Fair-Good
] 'Erniehgndflonstcr{ Yrase 270 Fair-Good ,
Ernie and Bert: %oo, balloon,ctc. 271 Fair-Good
. Ernie Matches Ceokies 261 Fair
Ernic and t%e Air Salesran . 262 FPair
Ernie and Scales 264 Fair
Ernie and the Candy Salesman 264 - Fair
Bert Gets nngoxy . 2677 Fair
Erni¢ and Bert: Eat Sandhox 270 " Fair
Errie.and Berst: X Marks the Spot 270 Fair
"Bert's Bottle Cip Collection 272 Fair )
Ernie and Gordona: Balls and BoYes 272 . Fair ‘
Ernie and Bert: Cookie Cabinet [ | 261 - Poor
Exrnie defines Ball ‘ e . 263 PooY
Lrnie: Near/Far . 272 Poor ) '
Zrnie isn't here. R 274 Poor '
4
-
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Table .15. Muppet Inserts .
! v
Insert Show Reaction .
L4
Grover and lierb: “ET Family 263 Excellent )
Whistle a Harpy Tune 265 Ex¢ellent
three l'onsters ° 271 Excellent
Ira and Fnez 268 Excellent
Boy-*ind . 271 Excellent *
Everybodv's Differcent 269 Excellent
A.l.Baseball 273 Excellent
Shadows an Good-Excellent
Count up to 2C 271 Good-Excellent
T-H-E ' 266 Good-Lxcellent
Roosevelt cpells his nane 261 Good-Excellent
Roosevelt:Pays-of the week 263 Good-Fxcellent
Toutth Lvék Lecter 266 Good-Lxcellent
Jellybeans . 273 Good-Excellent . -
. A.M.Baskatball 267 Good-Excellent !
c‘amﬁ.alphabeg 267 Good ! ’
Up,up and away 262 Good
. Rooséveli:Alphabet 262 Good
Monster Up/bouir Song 261 GOod
Voran Buys a Coat 266 Gobd .
Four Chwixs 266 . Good '
Most beautiful woman in the world 274 Good :
tuppet adding * 270 Good
Sherlock Honlesk V 267 Good
,Shcrlo%ﬁ Bemlogy V 269 Good
T¥onnter Loises 271 Good
1 5, lNMonster: Is 1269 Fair-Good
lHonster xddition ’ 272 Fair~Goad
Circlas: 2 ilonsters 272 Fair-Good
Wornmit ;Between 268 Fair-Good’
Y-0-U 274 Fair-Good
Look for triangles 266 . Faix
Grover,s Song 269 Fair
luppong Poem 271 Fair
Green ’ 262 Fair
Alphshet O'lialley 268 Fair '
lHuopet adraws: 11 262 Fair )
Crovcrf’ﬁ%%é?ise 261 Pooxr {Long)
Croverss BSE/rar 272 Poorx ’
>h and ERev®ircle Salesman 270

Toor *
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Although many of the Ernie, Bert and Cookie bits are still able

"ra.

to attract children, tHeir popularity seems to have decrcased a good
deal. Most of these bits have been around for a good while, however,

and have been‘used pretty heavily.
- L4
It's particularly interesting to contrast these bits with

the reactions to other muppets who have had less exposure. Grover

is very pepular with the children., and so are the Anything Muppets.

The Anything Muppets are endlessly’variable:, so the children get little
- ", -
chance to tire of them.

The three stories, Tra ana Inez., Jellvbeans. and The Most

Beautiful ¥eman in the World, all held attention well. This technigue

works so much better than the story reading: that was done in the first

broadcast season.

Sumnary and Recormendations
\
1. The children lose jntorést vhen the proéram &wellé too long on one
subject, rosulting in a “feeling of sameness."  If longer bits a{g,)roken'
into seémen;s tohavoid this, then each segment should have its own point‘

to make and should look like more than a mere continuation of the onc pre-
ceeding it. ) e

2. The children werg extremely rosponSive to Little Bird in the “dmagination”

bit. Perhaps more of ihese eould ke done.

*

3. HNiaght Sounds, Polterdsan tn/Nowm, Oucen's Duecstions, and fesare Strect
. —— & e e e e s e T R e B 4 — i ———

Hakqé.gg all made effcctlive use of sound. The echildren really rospond
. ' ] -

83 :

to_ this.

e R
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3. The effectiveness of "What happeas next ala Pete Smith" and "Sesame
. LS e . ¥
7™ Street Vakes Up" suggest that more episodes where a story teller voice -
"&e _,.v'.
ties street actions together could help overcome some of the difficulties
in the street scenes. For one thing, it would reduce the amount of
: '

talking hmonq cast members, This seems to turn the kids off.

} . -

, H

4. Power-packed attention getting films like the Henson Computer,

LW

Dot Hill and Hand sequences should be spaced throughout,tﬁe proinn N

to pull attention back if it strays. Once the chitdren are distracted’

it takes a fairly strong film tu get them back.

a

»
b ]

5. Although rost'of the films treating the Number Goals are still

holding some attention, Lhe Henson filns are by far the most effective.

- ’

The children really respond to the computer animation films.

]

6. The children rospond positively to just about anything on the screen

fhat allows them to recite the alphabet. They really like this.What-
ever follows an dlphabet film should either be a piece thal the child

, . :
is not expectdd to watch closely. or it should be a powerful film. The

[3

- ‘ - - . .
children ‘tend to keep on reciting the alphahet after it is over.

e, .
Y

7. The scgments that seem to have suffered the greatest loss in atten;ion
., are the 1b£ter films and the Ernie\and Bert bhits. 531 of these have been

widely uged ‘in the two'geafs of programming. The letter bits that have

stood up well seen to be those with a story lime (Wanda ox Imagination E)

or thosc with a comical onding (li-Hello). The most effective -letter £ilm

ANl

was Iilm Fair 1.

.‘ - - | 34
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8. The children are responding well to the‘ﬂpyd Family segments and iﬁ

is recommended that we continue to include them in the curricnlum.

+

9, Most of the material used to, teach reladdional concepts wes pretty

dull.

10. The children were very attentive to the films directed at Povers

of the Mind. The Dog-to-Bird technigue held their attention well.

11. The iListen My Brother Group is extremely popular witg\xhe childxren, P
They tend to identily with this group and with Reosevelt Franhlin., ¥nen

these characters are on the screen there is a flood of "That's re." P

"That's you," That's my sister" cowments,

" a

12. The children tend to cenjoy songs done by the Anything Muppets rore
4

] . .

than songs sung by an ifdividual muppcet.

N - +

3°. The children like to have a2 chance to guess. They xecpond vell

to "Mystery Dravings the Skywriter'_. and films of tals nature.! They

seem to iespond bhetter when the problem is put to them directly than when
- L N

it is put to c¢hildren on the set.

=




