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PREFACE

Wwith che advent of categorical aid pro-
'grams, parents, teachers and community repre-
sentatives are required to work together to
plan,.implement and evaluate special school

programs. L

Our children are the world's greatest
human resource. Schools play an important
tole in the life of each child. There is a
growing demand for information to guide '
‘parents and schools t¢ work together so that
each pupil's life mayjunfo‘d and blossom co
'1ts fullest. :

Thjs booilet endeavors to provfée ideas
to guide parental involvement in educational
programs for the benefit of our children.

-

-

MANYEL V. CEJA, LEO R. LOPEZ

Support Unit Manager Chief .

Compensatory Education Bureau of Conmunity
Support Activity Unit Services and

Migrant Education
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

- INTRODUCT ION

-
. .

Parental involvement in the schoel program is
extremely important to the effectiveness of
the educational program in meeting the needs
of children., Parents.should be helped ko
tealize that they nged to support the school
in its effort to educate their children.
Finding ways and means to educate these chil2
dren needs to become a challenge to the
parents just &5 it is to the school personnel,
Not only should the goals of par nts for their
children complement those of the school but
the goals of both of these basi¢ institutions
which are exérting such 2 tremendous infiu-
ence on the development of the child should
elnforce each other: The primary respon31-
lity for initiating good velations between

i
hﬁ_____’} Hhe school and the Home rests with the school

personnel' however, the.parents, t00, must
become interested and supportive participants
in the school program. Att1tudes are improved
and understanding is 1ncreased as a result of
informed interaction among the children, their
parents, and school personnet. '

The sqpool‘mést be concerned with:

o Developing positive attitudes within
parents toward the school.

o ﬁmproving the educational ph;losophy
of parents and helping them to take a
more active interest in the education

# - of their children. .

0 Helping to creatée a more desirable
relationship between parents and
school staff, ..

O - Bringing thé thinking of the community

to bear upon the problems of the school,
-

5 . .
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Parents must be concerned with: -

0 Having full information regarding their
child's growth, intellectually, phy-
sically, socially and emotionally.

- —— ——

o Finding ways to give service to their - 1
school., - : . C
o  Groving in kiowledge of acad_mﬁc areas
, _ and child grouwth and deveddpment., )
. ® 0 Increasing their ability in interacting

productively with their children and
other community members.

L]
£

.1 Why 1s It Important to Involve Parents?

1.  One of the intents of compensatory edu-

cation legislation is to involve the com-
munity 5o that it gains a personal under- .
standing of education

2, Traditionally, 'low~income families tend
to become fragmented due Lo numerous
" depersonalizing factofs of our techno-
logical culture including, the velociky

%3 of social change, the economy's re-

s quirement for a very high levél ot
intellectuzal development,and physical
and emotionsl stress.

P 3. School staff members should understand
, that parents of lower socio-economic
communities: 3

-k

a. Often had negative personal ex-
periences with some of their pre-
* vious teachers-and/or schools,

b. Are often embarrassed due to their
lack of education.

. . o




c. Often have a basic distrust of the
scnools, =

d. Need to hear pesitive things about
their children's progress in school..

&,  Maximum benefit to the child can only be
.. -~—reached with. Lhe.suppont_of-the.homew—

a. The school inust learn about the home
so that the school program can be
geared to the .needs of -the child.

b. TIhe parent peeds to learn moreqabout,
_ the school program and to be given an
opportunity to contribute-his fdeas .

to program. improvement.

5. Parents are an integral factor in the
program’'s. purpose.'

6, Problems encountered in conducting a
compensatory education program can be
_accepted by parents when they are understood.

7. The needs of childfen can best be served
through involving parents in a two-way
system of communication,

.!-w.

8. "More persons with low incomes and persons
© from mipority ethnic groups peed to be in:

cluded op advisory committees. Committee
membership should be open and should be
designed to help poor people feel less
alienated from the institutions that .pur-
port to serve them, to provide poor people
with an opportunity to influence the de-
cisions that affect them, to improve com-
munication between low-income persons

and other persons in the commynity,.({and)
to provide poovr persons-with an opportunity

o ———for $0cialization into the ways of the
oL community at large. nl

* “lRamiro D, Reyes, "Parent and Community Participacion ip

Compensatory £ducation Through District Advisory Com-
mittees in California - A Progress Report" 1971, p. }9.

7
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‘11 How Can Parents Be Reached?

i. Make patents feel welcome at school. v.
) . .

2, Center programs around the needs and i
requests of pai:ents.z . ’1

Involve parents whenever possible.
4, Estab11sh tay adV1sory committees,. - -«

. 5. Devise act1vit1es and procedures mhich
' inc lude:

4, 1ndividual teacher-to-parenc contacts,

3 b, Individual parent-to-parent contacts.

¢ v .
¢, 1Individual éh&ld-to-parent contacts, o
, v ! - o

6. Make the parent feel that you are inter-
' ested in his needs and problems.

7.  Make parenns aware of our need for their .
participation,

8. "Research {is available which 4indicates
that more traditiohal ways of working with -
parents, such as in cobnseling and parent
education, have Little imesgurable impact
and reach very few people. "2

9. When meetings are held with nonEnglish
speaking. comminity members in the "audience,
provisions shoyld be made for translatlons
into their’ natzve tongues.

2Dr. Catherine Chilman, Chairman, Task Force on Parent
Participation, "Parents as Parcners in Departmental
Programs for Children and Youth", 1968, p, 5.
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'Ghidelinés-for Involving Parents

Suggested guidelines for involving parents of - | L
the disadvantaged children in the school pro-- +
gram are as follows: . :

i,

“they may further alienate the parents.

Pringipals, counselors, nurses, class-
rocm teéachers: and other staff members "
should combine their efforts to help
parents develop an interest in the 4o
education of their children,

Community groups and concerned school
patrons can use their influcuce to.
eticourage inrdifferent parents to become
more, ihterested in their children.

Home visitations can be very helpful

in establishing rapport with the jindi-

vidual family. ‘Preparations have td -

be madé prior to making howe visits.,

It is well to remember that home visits
can be invaluablé in establishing good

xelationships between parents and the .

school, but if not carefully planned

Small group meetings should be held for.
these parents because they are un-
responsive to the usual iInvitations to
visit the school or to attend a parent-
teacher meeting. Flexibility in meeting
places should be encouraged (in homes,
neighborhood facilities, outdoors, etc.},

a. There nas to be an immed;éte value
to be gained from attending the meet-
ing, such as: '
1) Sewing or cooking hints. S
~ 2) Carpentry or athletics, ‘
3) Discussiom groups planned by che
members. _ >
4) Other "doing".projects,

il
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' b, ,0ffitidl leaders should be able to

. ; . v disseminate valuable information in
. " * a tactful.manner acceptable to the
- - grcup" Lo - 1
-k g ' '_Zﬁ*h_ﬁghanl_afiicials should furnish
- guidance to the groups, but effort
should be made to keep their parti-
cipation to a minimum.
- d. Encourage group partlcipation in all
activities, .
e, Use leadership from within the group
as much as possible, -
o f. Selection of membership for the group
will depend upon the objectives,
- ;
' Some parents work and they are unable to wvisit the
i school during ‘School hours. Therefore, we must
’;JHM, .cofi§ider parental involvement as embracing more

than parental participation in the school program
or visitation to the school, Parental involvement
must include ways~of’hhowing parents how to help
, their children at home. For example, pérents
___———"Should understand the importance of:
) |
o Taking time at home to have their chil-
dren relate»their school ‘experiences, °

0 'Expressing an interest in their chil-
¢ dren's.ptogress in school. *

o Helplng to prepare their children to attend
school every day, -

o  Encouraging their phtldfb;hto spend
more time siudying at home and at after-
school study ‘centers,

&+ -

A’basic princlple is that of working in full part-
nership with parents rather than independently
devising for parents and th81r children,

10




5. Employing Parents ‘ A v
"All programs which receive federal aid
‘should, to the.maximum extent, providé for
the employment of parents and young people .

* - and £or their services or as volunteers, . .
' Briority should be given to parents of
children in special programs to help in-
-7 A " crease theilb knowledge, skills and sense
" of participation in prqgrams*d951gned Lo
‘strengthen their owf and other families. —
¥ . T
"Clear,_céncise job descriptions should be
. prepared and shared with the staff and
' : thé advisory committee in advance of actually
.setting up the jobs, 3

Educational requlrgélnts should be care-
fully examlnedﬁzpé lowered acéord1ng €O
the abjlities nd in,the local community.

"Arrest ‘records of disadvantaged persons
(especially males) should be-carefully '
,assessed and not necessarily used to .
d1squal1fy people because many low-income
people have acquired such .records at least
in part because of prejudice on the part of.
law enforcement personnéf."au ;

Well-prepared inservice training is essential,
: Ample opportunities for free discussion and -.
) participation are vecommended, Role playing
is often helpful._ Manuseript and cursive
writing as practiced in schools should be -
taught to classToom instructional aides.

&

] ' .- e .
slbid' s P 2‘03. " A
“Ibid., p. 30,




r o
"It has been found that praviously disad-
vantaged”people often don't necessarily
« work well with other disadvantaged people.
This same innt holds ‘in referance ‘to race
* and sex, It is often wisé Lo attemp® a N
balance of races and sexes, The most
critfcal faector in employment resides in .
the personality of the staff person, plus
his experience, capacity and willingnéss ;
to learn new ways of working.“5 - ‘

- ‘ ’ " ' ‘
The Parents' Rolea S . :. !

>

-

Parents supbort their child's efforts by
1. 'Trying to provide resource or reference
tT materials to help him in his school Pr Ogrami

, /
2, Enlisting the teathek's aid izghelﬂlng
_ >, . him learn how to use the resources of the’
v school and community libraryr

3, ' Helping to create in him a positive attiiude
toward school,

4. Seeing that he has a'good breakfast and
L> proper sleep,

5, Helping him in his ve#@hre ofugettingfoff
to school .

6. Inculcating in him a sense of responﬁibility.

7. Settlng an example for him in attitudes of. A
respect for others. ;-

8, Arrangivg a-place at home for study.,

9, Making & point of knowing his friends.

-
kY

e

. Ibid,, p.-59 . ' "«
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12,

How Parents May Involve Themselves in Their Ch1ld's

-

Supervising his play.

Singing to him, reading to him, listening

to him while 'he redﬂﬁ_to you.

- - W
Taking time to talk with him.about his day
at schoeol,

%
~ . -

School
?i, Help your child &nd his teacher in the
soiutlon of his pnoblems,
', l L4 -~
2, Attend schoog functions, . Tes
. 3, Take an interest in papers he brings home
« from schoal. . \\
%.:’DOn'F compare your child with another..
. "‘ . . . y , .
" 5. Be'a volunteer he per or member of .an.
active group of parents,
‘ 6. Get acquainted with the teachers. &
7. fr@isé yoqf‘chilg for school work well HOne.‘,
8! Have, parent projects that will permit
fathers to-relate to fatherless youngsfﬁ?a._
#,
« 9, Learn whag is expected of the child
10, Attend special activ:ties in which your
child is partiCipating. .
1, Attend'parent—FedgherAconferenées. .
12, _Foliow tﬁgodg; on what youw say you will do.

. “un
L)
i
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13, Give help when the scheol asks.for it.

- 14, ,Dpntt put woo much emphasis on grades.

VL Activities for Parental Involvement in Sugggrt SR
of .the Educatxonal Program

L, Operate ditto and mimeograph machines,

o 2, Make costumes, dfamat;E sets, etc;'
3. Supervise-pla§ground activities.

4; Distribute materials. n

5. Assist{childrenfg'learning centers.
6. frepare art materials. -

'?. Help as the ﬁursg’s-aidé.

8. Arrange bulletin boardsil

.9 _Resegrch maéerialé'in the library.

3 . 10. Maintain picture files.

11, “Assist with reading groups (gameé, seatwork, .
etc ). )

Correct objectives tests,

-Sew 'torn clothes, add buttons.

14, Obtain equipment and ‘supplies for the rdom, o
15, -Present interesting hobbieg.

16. bPlan and help display special exhxbxts
(hobbies of parents),

RC . - M
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17, Catalog and ma1nta1n a file of resource
parents..

18. Tutor small groups,
19, Mﬁke teleph;ne calls.'
- . 20, .Inventory science equipment and supplies.
2l., Set uo appointments for‘home visits.
22, Type dittos.
23, Make-doll ploghqs. -i Commenme ey
24.. Repair doli furnitur;.

- a

25.. .Read stories to group.-

Pt

26, Play the p1ano or -other 1nstrument for
group acb1vities.

27. Sponsor school-related clubs.

711 How Parents May Become Involved in Extracurricular

Activities

t . -

N " 1. Share vocational talents.

) ~

2. Become familiar W1th<£inancial a1d for
students. ot

3. Collect materials for classroom projects.
4, Build equipment for classroom projects.

5. Recruit new parent volunteers..

&, Encourage goodwill ambassadors for school
« (parent visits, other parents)! -

15
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7. Hold "parents' coffees” to discuss.
" comrunity interests,

. e _
8. Organize needs qpmmittee'(parents meet .-
in small groups to discuss PAG needs).

9. Provide transportation for elections.
10. Serve on a committee.
11. Provide transportation to athletic events.

12. Attend school board megtings.
13. Organize parent-child activities.- <7
14, .Volunteer to help in scouting, athletic,

drama, or other extracurricular activities,

n

- -

V;II ?eachers' Guidelines. for Planning Home Visikts

+h, " Make an appointment with the parénés <
prior to a home visit. )

2. Try to include pbtﬁ parents in the visit
_and-the child if possible.

. 3. Be sure parent % aware you are making
] " other home calls., . ~ e .

Toe . - .

4. Keep your visit short.

5, Show that you are sincerely interested.

o

6. Arrange for a substitute teacher while
you make home’visits,

7. Keép conversation with parents positive. .
The visit should be social rather than
problem-centdred.

ERIC. . - 16
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8. Plan an orientation for those teachers
not acquainted with the school area
and home situations.

9. Plan according to:

- a, Number of pdbﬁjs ber family.
2.
b. Number of teachers one child has.

IX Additional Areas of Consideration for School Staff
~-Members

1.‘ Learn about the cultural .and religious

background of the children and community.
p ) Y

2. Promete cultural pride.

3. Use parents to provide needed substitute
. parent modeis in a classroom setting.

* 4. Bccept parents: Let them know they
don't have to be perfect. ’

5. Seek and listen to advice from parents;,
6. Teach parents to occasionally . expect

failure and to use it as an incentive '
te try ;again.
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Sarple Pa;ént Interest Survey Fér@e

L

Dear 'r. and Mrs.

1 am asking for your . help in order to enrich and enlarge
your child's program at school,

Do you have a hebby to share? If yes, please

specify, _ i .

Do you have talent you are willing to share (cooking,
sewing, woodworking, music, art, dramatics, other)? ___
If yes, what? '

Have you had experiences you are willing to share
(travel, etc.)? ___ 1f yes, please specify _

Do you have an occupation or an associgtion with a local
business or industry of interest to children?
*1f yes, please specify.

. Would you be interested in helping with any of the
following? 1f so, please check. -

._ telephoning — byping _ bulletin

__ cutting out picﬁhresu_; pasting ‘boards

'__ filing - __ tuporing __ library
"~ research

Do yoﬁ have s@me ideas of ways vou'd like to beEome more .
involved in such a school” program?

" yhat time would you be able to be with us? Please check.

__ before school __ noon ___ other
__ morming ! ‘. afternoon ... after &chool

Are there others in your family or nﬁighborhood who would
be interested in this program? __ If yes, please Specify.

o

4

(éign as desired)

6Eiliot L, Richardson, Secrctary, U, S. Department, of .
Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education,
"Meeting Parents Halfway - A Guide for Schools", Nov.
Q 70, p. le, .o -
18.- "4
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT REPORT

School: ' __ Grade/Subject:

. Teacher: Dater

Patents Involved Activity

1

J Use back of card for cémmenes.

iy

s

‘1bid., p. 23.

b
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Sample Pafent Form for School Qonferenee

8

Hame of Child:

Parents: |

Date: Grade:

Student'Strengths Observed at Home by.Parent:”

, . .“ -

¢

Student Needs Observed,atthpe by Parent "
. ; 3

»
L

LA -
Y ﬁ"
J -

» .

- R »

Suggestions-for Action: (To be completed at
time of conference) )

-

Home .Settings

Schobl Sztting: S

-

Please cémpiete form prior to scheduled’
conference, Bring to conference, {Optional)

-

4

8<
1bid.,~p. 19
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