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ABSTPACT

conducted in which ten recordings of spontaneous speech are being
made of 128 children at 3~month intervals. Children were stratified
with respert to age, sex, birth month, social and educatiounal family,
packground and family occupations. A matrix was constructed for +*wo
groups of children, with entry ages of 15 months and 39 months.
Recordings are made with a radio- mlcrophone vorn by the child. The
radio receiver and *the tape recorder are :placed in *he home and
programmed *o switch on for per*ods of 90'seconds at intervals of
about 22 1/2 minutes between S9A.M, and 6P.M. The recording is later
played to the mother to determine as mgch of the context and
circumstances of the speech as possible. In the printed transcripts
—”—“——‘736* ircluded here), the child's spnech is in the left hand column,
~he speech of other participants in the cernter and contextual
irnformation on the righ%. Interpreta*ions of utterances and
descriptions-of intonat "on are- 1nclu3ed where applicable. So far, the
first recordwngs of each child have been transcribed and prepared for
publica*ion, totaling about 2500 pages. (CHK)
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A longitudinal study of language development is Being
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via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not
responsible for the quality of the original document. Peproductions

supplied by ETRS are the best that can be made from the original.
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Languace Devélopmént in Pre-School Children

ED119467

Transcripts of Children's Speech

The dcwompanying Lranscrlpts are paft of the data being collected in the

fat

Toigitudie 11 srndy of language development in Bristol.®  The characteristics
of ghe sawpie orf children studied and the method of making the recordings,
* together with the conventions used ln transcription, are described in the '

toliowing pages. ;

e wecordings are being made of each child, at 3-monthly intervals. So
tar, the Jirst recordings of each child has been prepared for publication;
transcripts of tater recordings may be published at a later date if there is

a suttfiJtent demand tor them.

This maceria:r 1s copyright and should not be reproduced in any way.
Furiher copies of the transcripts may be obtalned from the address below.
Whrlst discussion and analysis of this material is welcomed, work arising

from it should not be offered for publication without the written permission

of the Proje.t Direcror, ©o whom any enquiries about the material should be

s
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No editorial rights are implied by this condition: the intention is
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merely to keep a record of work undertaken.
‘ : Gordon Wells,

Project Director.
/
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Chara-teristi s of .he Saupic -~
The sampic was Jcptgnéd > be raprc& envairve Of the pre-s-hu0l poputation
of Bristol, whiist «% i same fime strat:fying thar population with respect
Lo -age, sex, sotia: batkgenrmd and month of birrmn Two ages of entry were
selected, (3 montrs anl 3y munihs in ovder €0 ar . ow Lor 40 <ventual overlap
18 were salected.

in the longi

Sociral background wis ass1gaed on
(=] .

talinagl gy
t-

study, and equal numbets of Hoys and
a four iaterva. swiale, be described

selett e¢qua’l pumbers of :hiidren with birth-
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Tbelow, and A kv ompt was made o
days in e Quarters o the voar The follow.ng .lasses of :hildren were
sxtiuded from the srudy:  whose with aay known §orm of handizap; those
artending day cuisey LnoIell o time care;  twins;  and those whiose parents
were not boti aarier apcakers of Epnglish, The idea:r sample was- 0 onsls:
of 128 rbhiidrea, with s« smuati posi of resecves 1o ceprale any drop-ours that
might occur ’
The wonstritoon HE the sample, whith was <on:luded :n December 1973,
went through o nambore 2t srages:
1 brawing «f 2 random sampie of bu}é and gicls for the ~hosen months
of hirth, reom the record of births held by the Medizal Officer of
He i tih .
2 fnitidar oontalt wiith famiiies by Heaith Visitor. Tha Healch ]
, Visiturs were prieted beforehand about th2 natuce of the project
’ and were asked to tzil rhe famiiy thac their :hild had been ran-
/ domiy chosen tor rhe study and to request permlssion f£or a member
/ cot the progeln vtaff Lo cait and exprain the pebjest There was
' cmsaderabie wisoagr oat rthils scage for s varietry of reasons
’ {showa an a.companviag cabled); 6T 47 of famiiies azlepted
E | _ I .
! atoopied 63 47
; - )
, Handl capped 2 R7
; Diy Nursery L 27
‘ { K
) ;Fyrelgn i 4,37 ‘.
. = i
f | Uosaitable : i 27
! i !
: o oatactMoved Lon su Resnits ot wnitilal
i fnsed 0. 67 ; ontanrn of families
/ w0 aanidom samp i
ol TUTAL ooy
i
f d.0 wr ghe Slres who gave 4 posio:ve rc;punsk > she Health Visitor's
; inilian uuzqft, %87 were interviswsd py mombers of chs project staff,
T who expeaiacd the prrpose of the rosswooh and asked for the famitles
; CaToperat Lon 2w 487, 47) agreed —Lpordce,
.;' : ,
f At this same i(mcerview informaclon was obcained trom bo: b parents about
; ‘thelr emplovmert g =0 chat a more prer ise desvripiion zovid be made
i of the sicial ba kgrons “he thildren. Patv s were chen ulionlod for the
; Blds upatl Ofdt Ciass 2 calh pareut using ibe Regreivar—-Gemeral's 5 psint s-ale
i (Cldb; Toowodpatsoos re cavang fopoint and G.ass il 2 planes eio.) and for
whether or not the parcars had received more’ than minimal eduw atina {4 poaints
[:RJ!: for minimal! <duation, and coinrsfar edtleatron Beyond -mrmmar s Tho ST UteaeIng T
of 18. The K
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age).

This gave a scaie with & minimum of A poinss and maximum
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distribution of the children on this scale of family background is shown
I in the histogram below. '
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Distribution of children on scale of family background.

On the basis of a similar distribution in the pilot study, the scale was
divided in such a way as to give four classes of family background,. A~D,
roughly equal in numbers, the boundaries of the four classes falling between
9-10, 13-14, 15-16 respectively.

4. When information had been returned by the interviewers that
allowed the children born in a particular month to be assigned
to one of the four classes. of family backgrourd, one child was
picked for each age x sex x family background cell in the sample
matrix. This child being the first in the print-out of the
random sample who met the necessary criteria and whose family
was willing to participate,- This procedure was repeated for
eight months of birth over one year. A small number of
additional children were selected to replace possible drop-outs,
the aim being to have one or two "spare' children for each cell
in the matrix.

A number of problems were encountered in carrying out this
procedure, notably a difficulty in finding boys in Class D

and the loss of some children after the first recording. However,
the final sample approximated very closely to the ideal,.except
that month of birth was skewed towards the end of the year.

. In order to preserve anonymity, the children are referred to by o
¢ ‘”“mﬁumw“_umgnpoﬁeunumberLudﬁThiswismmademupuof_ﬁ_Ccmpﬁﬁéﬁfgfmégé;éfdﬁp;uw
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Sf8enacy) w7z o (Juarosy moonk oo brechy ciasss of family
backersond A-D; s2¢, M 2 ¢; odcx pumber of chirid within

13

tha celi of th matr:ix. The zuwmpleie mairix of thHe sample,
with the -~vde aurhers of ot "the chi.dzen being studied,
iz ogiven beiow for ho ity ld:ipcification of rhe tramscripts.
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Further information about each child is given on the front page of each
transcript, together with information specific to that particular recording.

'(a) Occupations of parents are described in terms relevant to the
Registrar-General's classification.

(b) Classification of education:

.

- Minimal: L Noﬂfofmal‘full~time education beyond
15/16 years. No leaving qualifications.
“Intermediate: Stayed on after minimal leaving age.

Some leaving qualification, e.g:: C.S.E.,
'0" or 'A' level. . ' :

Higher: Some form of higher education, leading
. . to a qualification e.g.: HIN.D., Cert. S '

of Ed., B.A., etc.

"(c) Accommodation: . :

The categories used in describing accommodation are:

R Housing: Council house; council flat (including floor
number when known); private flat (including
floor number); terrace house (large or small);

semi—detached house; detached house.

Area: Council estate; inner city; residential suburb.

‘\‘
(d) Notes relevant to recording:

These include: information about any abnormal. situation
in the home; recent events of particular
relevance to the recorded speech; faults
in the technical execution of the recording.
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The Recordings -

The recordings have béen made with a radio-microphone, worn by the <child
under his or her fop garment. The radio receiver and the tape recorder to
which 1t is iinked, which ave placed in some safe and convenient location in
the home, arv programmed, by a pre-set timing mechanism, to switch on for
short peri:ds an inrervals throughout the dav between 9 a.m. and 6 p m. The
sampling periods, which are 90 seconds .in duration occur at variable intervals
averaging 2?24 minuies between samples.

‘No obsziver 1s present in the home during the day, and the family are not
aware of the prec.se times at which the equipment 1s switclied on. The
recordings ave “hiis ds 'natural' as 1t 1s possible to obtain. In order to
compensate for the latk o5f contextual information, which could normally be
recorded by an ohserver, the recording is played over to the mother, sample’
by sample, in the evening of the day on which the recording is made, and she
is asked to re¢rali, i1n as much detail as possible, the participants, location
and accompanylng activity for each recorded sample. This information 1s
used 1n 1ntevcepreting the speech and 1s included in the transcript.

Alrhough 24 sampies ire recorded, not all of them may have been trans-

" cribed ‘The 1deal 1s wo obtain at least 100 utterances by the child from

18 samples, 3 sampies berng chosen at random out of each sequential block of
4. When the chiid 1s out of range, or there is a fault in the recording,
the remaining sample 15 transcribed to compensate for what is missing.

Where the ~hild dues not speak very much,.additional samples may also be
trans:ribed. '

Layout and Conventions of Presentation

The speech of the child being studied is set out in. the left-hand

column. The speech of all other participants is set out in the centre
column, with i1deati:fying initials where necessary. Each new utterance
starts on a new iing N

Contextua: informatlon 1S enclosed i1n square brackets [ ] and set out’

in the right hand zolumn. —

interpretarions of utterances and descriptions of intonation where
applicabie are enziosed 1n round brackets ( ) and included immediately
after the utrerancs to which rhey apply. -

Ctterances, or parts of utterances, about which there 1s doubt are
enclosed 1n angular brackets < =>. ' Where two interpretations are possible,
they avre both given, separated by an oblique stroke.

Except where there 1: doubt about the speaker's intended meaning, the
speech 1s transcribed in Standard English Orthography. Symbols of Inter-
national Phonetic Alphabet are used for utterances, or parts of utterances,
which can be zlearly heard, but which cahnot be interpreted with certainty.
Phoneti: symbol. ar: always enclosed by oblique strokes.

'
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The following 1s a iist of additional symbols used, with an explanation of
their significance. (Stops and commas are not used as in normal punctuation.)

? Used at end of any ptterance where an interrogative meaning is
- considered to have been intended.

Used at the end of an utterance considered to have exclamatory’
lirfention. '

N
Apostrophe. Used as normal for contractions and elision of
of syllables. ‘ o

CAPS. Capitals are used where part of an utterance receives unusually
heavy stress to convey emphasis or contrastive meaning.

% Used to indicate unintelligibility, for whatever reason. The
number of asterisks corresponds as nearly as possible, to the
number of words judged to have been uttered.

“

e Stops are used to indicate pauses. One stop is used for a.very

short pause. Thereafter, the number of stops corresponds to
the estimated length of the pause 1n seconds. Pauses ovér 5

.8.. seconds 1n. length are shown with the figure for the length of the
pause. ‘ '
Underlining. Where utterances overiap because both speakers

speak at once, the overlapping portions are underlined.

inverted commas are used to enclose utterances considered to
be 'Speech for Self'.

VR Slur mark indizates unbroken intonation contour where a pause or
.clause boundary might otherwise indicate the end of an utterance.

- Hyphen 1indicates a hiatus, either because the uttérance 1s 1n-
complete or because the speaker makes a~fresh start at the word Iy
or utterance. i

(v) Used to 1ndicate that the preceding word was used as a vocative,
to call or hold the attention of the addressee.

Gordon Wells.
Project Director.
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