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CTERISTICSOF STUDENTS WHO WITHDREW FROM
SPRING 1975, SPRING 1974, AND SPRING 1973"

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

To identify r asone for students' withdrawing from college before

the end of a seine ter and to compare certain characteristics of with-

drawing students (e.g., sex, ethnic background, age, employment) with

those of the entire sudent body.

PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY

Students (dawithdrawingfrom the college are required to obtain

the signature of a counselor before official withdrawal is granted;

This exit interview permits the counselor to make sure the student under-

stande the effects of his withdrawal and procedures for returning to the

college at a later,date. A prepared form (copy appended) is completed by
S-

ihe student as part of this exit intervievAnalysis of these completed

instruments constitutes the procedure for t s study,

FINDINGS

0
. , 354 students complgted withdrawal forms durin the Spring 1975 semes7

'ter, compared with4997for Spring 1974, and 621 for Spring 1973.

.Table 1 shows. the distribution of these students according to sex

and ethnic background. Tables la and lb permit comparison of these distri-
,

-butiOns for thq4fespective years and with the total college student bod



Page 2.

FINDINGS (continued)

Tables 2 through 8a summarize responbes"to questions asked on the

.exit interview form, subanalyzed by sex and ethnic backgroundl and coo-

pared (where information is available) with thS eAtire student body. An .

A i
, ... . , n IA

Tables 8, 8a, and 9a information was included about withdrawees during t,

I

the Spritte1972 semester (from Researelvptudy #73- 0) .,

0
Table 9 presents in rank order, for the total and each W?group,°the

stated.reasons for withdrawal for Spring 1975. Tabae Oa'presen'te a com-

parisone the rank orders for Spri,og 1975, 1974, and 1973.

Figures indicating most recent availastatistics for all day etu-

dents,are taken from Research Studies #720-5, 37-1,.73,10, 7 77, and 75-9.

'Ft
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Page 10.

TABLE 9a - Reasons for Withd awal, Comparison of Rank
Orders for r975, 19740' 1973, and 1972

"All All All

Reason '75 '74 '73

Going to work ful1rtime 1 1 1

Personal problem 2 2 2

Conflicting hour's with job 3 3 4

InsUfficient funds 4 7 6

Ivo

Personal illffess or accident 5 6 7

0

Going. to another school
.

6 4.5 3

Not enough time to study i 7 4.5 5

Family illness or accident -8 8 8

4

'9
,

.

Transportation problem 0-
12 10.

.UnhaPpy with schedule 10
i

9

Family moving away 11 11 12

Poor grades i,.... 12 0 11

Going into .Armed Forces i
13 , 3 13

All
'72

2

6

3

5

7
,...

4

18.5

8.5

11.5

14
J
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

.c)
a

This study examines the responses of the 1,474 students who with-
.'

.

drew during thaSpring.1975, Sprin,i 1974, and Spring 1973 semesters

and who completed the exit questionnaire.

1

(1) In comparing sex and. ethnic background of the
withdrawees'ulth the total day student popula-
tion for Spring'1975, 65% of the withdrawees
were of non-Caucasian background, about the
same as that found in the student body, and 46%
of the withdrawees were male, compared with a
student body which is about 48% male.

(2) .in the Spring 1975, of the males who withdrew,
slightly more than 40% were in their 1st seines-

, ter while about'15%cwere in their 4th semester
or. ter.. Of the females who withdrew during
the same period, about 20% were.in their 1st
semester while about'25% were in their 4th seines-
ter or later,

(3) About 4S% of the withdrawees had not been employed
during the Spring 1975semester. Only approximately
26% were employed full -time.

(4) About 40% of the withdrawees in the Spring 1975
semester indicated that they planned to transfer to
a four year college, with one-fourth saying they did
not intend to transfer and one-third not sure. These
proportions-hav6 been about the same for the last
four years. Corresponding figures for the entire stu-
dent body were 69%, 11%, and 19% respectively in 1972-
which are consistent with a report "Through the Open
Door; A Study of Patterns and Performance in Cali-
forni4's Community Colleges" prepared by the Califor-
nia Postsecondary Echication Commission,-December 1975,.
This suggests that these withdrawees were generally
not as certain about their future educational plans as
other students. 1,,

(5) .About 97% of the withdiawees felt that they wereAde-
quately or better served by the college with more than

et half of these ratinghe service excellent. About half
of the withdrawees indnated that they expected to re-

.

turn to the college.

e

0



'SUNMARY AND CONCLUSIONS (ccIptiqu,ed)
t

4.

(6) For all the last four years; the most often
stated' reason for withdrawal was going to work
full-time, followed by a personal problem. Con-
flicting hours with a job was the third most
often stated reason for withdraws). in 1975 and
1974. Poor grades has never ranked higher than
10th from the top (out of 1;) in,, the ylast four
years and in 1975 was 12th t of 13).

(7) Analysis by ethnic background':shawed same dif-
ference's . "Insufficient funds , "4'was generally
stated less often (in terms of percents) by
Orientals than by other ethnic groups while "go-
ing to another school," was stated more often (in
terms of. percents) as a reason for withdrawal by
Orientals than by the other ethnic groups. Con-
flicting job hours, personal problems, and insuf-
ficient funds were stated reasons for withdrawal
by Blacks relatively 'more often than by the other
ethnic gronps.

(8) Analysis by sex showed some differences. in 1972
and 1973, more males stated (in percents) "going to
work full-tithe," as a reason for withdrawal than fet..
males, but in 1974 and 1975 the differences (in'per=
cents) were note appreciable. For the past four years
"personal problems," has teen' a stated reason for
withdrawal by females more often than by males (in
terms of _percents) while for4!insufficient funds" and
conflicting hours with job;" the apposite is true.

16 , ,
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L.A.C.C. COUNSELING CENTER, SPRING, 1973 ,

STUDENT WITHDRAWAL FORM '-DATE

(Please complete and give to Counselor. Omit any
.question you do not care to answer)

NAME' '

(Last) (First) (Middle)

'Sex: M F Semetter at LACC: 1St 2nd 3rd. 4th -f.--- 5th

Ethnic background:

Black Caucaiian .Mexican American' Oriental

Have you been employed this semester? Yes No. If yes, how much time;

1/4 time 1/2 time 3/4 time 'full -time_

College major

Do you plan to transfer to a 4 year college? Yes No Not sure'

Approximate grade aversge to date: ,,A_ A- Do B Bn C+ C C- D+ D F
.o:.,,f0v

1% Do you plan to return to LACC?

Other

_Yes Nom Not sure

Please check one or more of the followingi-easons for your withdrawal.

going into Armed forCes
insufficient funds
Personal illness or accident
family illness or accident
transportation pi-oblem
going to work full-time
(Have you found the job yet? Yeses_ No___)

going to another school
unhappy with schedule
poor grades-
family moving-away

--r conflicting hours with job
not enough time to study

.111=10 personal problem, prefer not to explain
personal problem as follows: 0

r A

Other (please describe)

V

How well did L.A. C.C. serve yoRN exceltentl E adequately Poorly

Please write any comment eh the,back of this sheet.

17

Counselor's. signature
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