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Thls Study exanines’ the responses of the 1, 478
students who withdraw from Los Angeles City College during thie spring
semesters of 1973, 1974, and 1975, afid who completed the exit
questionnaire. In spring 1975, .65 percent of the withdrawees were of
non-Caucaslan background, and 46 -percent were male. About 40 percent-
of the males, and 20 percent of the females were in their first
semester: and ‘about 15 percent of the males, and 25 percent: of the .
females were in their fourth semester or later. About 48 percent. of
‘the withdrawees had not -been employed during the spring 1975 *~

- semester. Only abzut 26 percent .were employed full-tinme. About 40
percent.;of the spring.1975° withdrawees inflicated that they- planned to
transfer to a four-year college; 25’percent said they did-ndt intend
to transfer and 33 percent were not sure. These proportions have
been about’ the same for the last four, years. Corresponding figures
for the entire student body were &9 pércent, 11 percent, .and 19
percent Tespectively. About 97 percent of the wvithdrawees felt that
‘they were adequately served by the college, and about half. expected
+0 return. The most 6ften stated reason for wlthdrawal was ‘'going: to .
work full-time, followed by personal problems. Data are- organlzed
into tables, and the withdrawal questionnalre is appended ,
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/' PURPOSE OF THE STUDY |.

PBOCEDURE OF THE STUDY

ingtruments constitutes the procedure for tf

- rmnmcs' J

and ethnic background. Tables'la and 1b permit comparison of these distri-

;butions-for thquespective_years and with the total colIege-student bod
- ﬁ ,. 'n . v ) ~ .

Qv

. : |

. "SOME ACTERISTICS OF STUDENIS WHO WITHDREW FROM
. L.A,C.C. SPRING 1975, SPRING 1974, AND SPRING 1973" .

» > L : '

. . . ., R %
. N
. < . . M . .
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;To identify rcasona for students' withdrawing from coliegevbefore

the end of a semegter and to compare certain characteristics of with-
" -drawing students (e g., sex, ethnic background age, employment) with

those of the.entire student body. : o .

¥
@

Students (day) withdrawing from the college are required to obtain s
the signature of a counse}or before official withdrawal is‘grantedr
This.exit interview permits the counselor to make sure the student under-
stands tﬁe effects‘of his withdrawal and procedures for returning to the_

college at a later, date, A prepared form (copy appended) is completed by

43

éhe student‘as part of this exit interview. Analysis of these completed

s study.

.

354 students compl§ted withdrawal forms during the Spring 1975 semes-

* ter, compared with 499 for Spring 1974, and 621 for Spring 1973. .

H

_Table 1 shows the distribution of these students according to sex

A}
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\ FINDINGS (continued) '

3

\ | ' v Tables 2 through 8a ‘summarize responges to questions asked on the
. N . R . : .

. '\ exit interview form, subanalyzed by sek and ethnic.background, and com-

pared (where information is évailable) with thq entire.student body. .Ih

Tables 8, 8a, and 9a informatién wag 1nc1uded ébout withdraﬁee? duriﬁg P

the Sprihng™1972 semester (from Research Study #73- 0)..

&

T&ble 9 presents in rank order, for the total and each subgroup, the
stated .reasons forvw1thdrawa1 for Spriné 1975. TabJe 9a presenyg a‘comﬁ .

. parisonqof the rank orders for Spring 1975 1974 and 1973
Figures indicatlng most recent availablé/statisticS'for ‘all day stu-

, " dents are taken from Research Studies #72-5, \§)1 73-10, 47, and 75-9.
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o _ : . TABLE 9a - Reasons for Withdrawal, Cdﬁparison of Rank
Orders for 1975, 1974, 1973, and 1972

v ‘ ® “All All All
Reason 175 '74 '73 172
Going tovo,,t‘k ful]‘ftime .‘.o.ooo.o’ooooo.o 1 1 1 1
'% Personal probiem o009 .'. o0 000 .‘. [ ] .ﬂ o0 . ... o0 2 . 2 2 | 2 '
Conflicting hcufs With job. ® 00 0000000000 3 3 4 6
) Inéufficient filnds. o000 00 .. ® 000 4 000000 000 4 7 6 3 ‘
- v &
Personal 1llness or accident...ceeeeecee 5 6 7 5
- * . [
Going: to another school 6 4.5 3 7
Not enough time to study....cccevecccces 7 4.5 5 4
Family illness orgaccident......T.......' 8 8 8 © 8.5
Transporéation problem,cececcocsnrscscss 9 - 12 | 10_ " 8.5
Unhappy with schedule...ccceeecccsccescs 10 9 9 11.5
Falnj-ly mOVing a-way‘oo..o.;oooooboouo..oo 11 11 12 1'1.54}
Poor grades o e .v o0 0 .'. 000000000 ; o0 0 poooo .. 12 N ’10 11 .10 v"’
GOing into=Amed Forces....00.00001.'0000; 13 13 13 ° ’ Q"13./
% \ -
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SUI'MARYANDCONCLUSIONS o - S \

This study examines the responses of the l 474 students who with-
drew during the Spring. 1975 Spridk 1974, ‘and Spring 1973 semesters

and who completed the exit questionnaire. .

(l) In comparing sex and. ethnic background of the
withdrawees ‘with the total day student popula- -~ -
tion for Spring’1975, 65% of the withdrawees
were of non- Caucasian background, about the
same as that found in the student body, and 46% ~ )
of the withdrawees were male, compared with a
student body which is about 487 male.

¢2) .In the Spring 1975, " of the males who withdrew,
slightly more than "40% were in their 1st semes-
F'y . ter while mbout '15%¢were in their 4th semester
or later.. Of the females who withdrew during
the same period, about 20% were.in their 1st
semester while about 25% were in their 4th semes-
ter or later. :

(3) About 487, of the Withdrawees had not been emploped
" during the Spring 1975 semgster. Only approximately
267 were employed full-time, - : :

" (4) About 407 of the withdrawees in the Spring 1975

semester indicated that they planned to transfer to
a four year college, with one-fourth saying they did
not intend to transfer and one-third not sure. These
proportions. havé been about the same for the last
four years.,. Corresponding figures for ‘the entire stu-
dent body were 69%, 11%, and 197 respectively in 1972- :

- which are consistent with a report "Through the Open
Door, A Study of Patterns and Performance in Cali-
fornia's Community Colleges" prepared by the Califor-
-nia Postsecondary Education Commission, December 1975..
" This suggests that these withdrawees were generally
not as certain about their future educational plans as
other students. * :

(5) About 97% of the withdrawees felt that they werexade—
quately or better served by the college with more than
- half of these rating the service excellent. About half
N ., - of the withdrawees inditated that they expected to re-
o , . turn to the college. .
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o (6) - For all the last four years; the most often

stated reason for withdrawal was going to work
full-time, followed by a personal problem, Con-~ .
flicting hours with a job was thé third most
‘often stated reason for W1thdrawal in 1975 and
1974. Poor grades has neéver ranked higher than -
10th from. the top (out of 1;) in, the Zast four
‘years and in 1975 was 12th %but of 13).

Analysis by ethnic background showed some dif-

. ferences. "Insufficient funds,'®was generally
stated less often (in terms of percents) by
Orientals than by other ethnic groups while "go-
ing to another school,” was stated more often (in
terms of. percents) as a reason for withdrawal by
Orientals than by the other ethnic groups. Con-
flicting job hours, personal, problems, and insuf-
ficient funds were stated reasons for withdrawal
by Blacks relatively ‘more often than by the other
ethnic groups. .

(8) Analysis by sex showed come. differences. 1n'1972

and 1973, more males stated (in percents) ''going to ~ .

work fu11 -time," as a reason for withdrawal than fe= -

males, but in 1974 and 1975 the differences (in “per-
" cents) were nott appreciable. For.the past-: four years

“personal problems,"” has been'a stated reason for

withdrawyal by females more often than by males (in"

tefms of .percents) while for.!'insufficient funds" and

"conflicting hours with job," the opposite is true,

"
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L.A.C.C, COUNSELING CENTER, SPRING, 1973 v -

STUDENT W FO C :
TUDENT ITHDRANAL RM ' _ S DATE
. {Please complete and give to COunselor. Omit any -
, v?question you do not care to answer) o

) /

NAME_ . o . ‘ ’ :

' (Last) '(Firsﬁ) (Middie)

"Sex: M__F____ Seméster at LACC: lét___ 2nd__ 3rd. _ bth_s--- 5th

&’

Ethnic. background' R

B1ack _ taucasian .Mexican American Oriental Other _

Have you been employed this semester? Yes No- If yes, how much tlme,
b /4 time______ 1/2 time 3/@ time * full=time

: College major ‘ y - - )
Do you ptan to transfer to a 4 year college? Yes___ 'Ne___,Not.snre;;_
pApproximate grade average to date, - A_RA-___ B¥ B_;_Be c+ ,q__ci D+ O _F
% Do you plan to retu?n to LACC? _Yes__;_ihq____ Not sure__

Plesse check one or more of the following reasons for your wlthdrawal

' goung into Armed forces

Insufficient funds

Personal illness or accident

family illness or accident

‘trangportation problem

,going to work full-time ~

(Have you found the job yet? Yes__ No__ )
going to another school

unhappy with schedule

poor grades-

.family moving- away

conflicting hours with job

not enough time to study

personal problem, prefer not to explain
personal problem as follows: o 5

—-—<—",~¢-

]l‘ [H1 il H i l

"P. S Lo 2

Other (please describe) - ;

v

A
%

How well d?d L.A. c.cl serve yoﬁ% excellently __« ‘adequately ’ Poorly

Please write any comment eh thé_back of this sheet.

Q.

A - Counselor!s signature

&4




