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.'were offeq‘g.:t'these various times.

There was concern in the divisions that courses offered at 7:00 AM or classes
offered gn\the weekend were experiencing more withdrawals or more problems than
.the same classes conducted during regular hours. Since Harper seems to be moving
toward offering more weekend classés, there was a desire to evaluate courses which
13 * o '
Division Chairmen selected the following courses for evaluation: ,Business 10L and
104, Psychology 101 and 217, Math 103 and 124, English 101 and Data Processing 10l.
All these courses were taught in the &Fall of 1974 during regular hours during the
week and either at 7:00 AM in the morning or on the weekend or both. In all, 24
different sectiqps were identified which included 797 students.

. [
Six differemt survey forms, shown in the appendix, were developed with the Division
Chairmen. The six forms were sent to the following groups of students: .studerts
taking the courses during regular'tiﬁes during the week, students taking the
cotirses at 7:00 AM and students taking courses on the weekend. In each case students
ﬁfinishing the. course were sent different forms than students withdrawing from the
course. The survey forms were mailed out and those not responding were mailed a
postcard reminder three weeks later. After another three weeks, if they still hadn't
Sgsponded,'information was gathered from the student over the telephone. The response
fates for the survey are shown in Table I. (

Withdrawals for the study were those receiving a 'W'.
In addition to the information gathered on the surveys, gragg infarmation was also ~
gdthered. Thé results of the survey can be summarized as follows: ’

1. SPedents taking weekend courses withdrew at the same rate as students
taking. courses at regular weekday of weeknight times, However, many more
students on the weekend received "N's". 1If the withdrawals and "N's'" were
combined it would show 30 percent of the weekend studentg were in this
category while only 19 percent of the students taking the courses during ¢
regular ,hours were in this category. Weekend students tended to withdraw
more because of personal problems and less because of academic problems or
.course attributes. Unfortunately, sttidents who received "N's' were not
asked why they walked away from the course. .

2. Students' finishing weekend classe’s rated these courses as having much .
more benefit than other-.students rating their courses. These students also
rated theiraability to copcentrate and the quality of students and faculty
in weekend courses about the same as regular hour courses. Only instructional
services were rated lower on the  weekend.

3. Considering only those students receiving grades, weekend students received,
much higher grades than other students. .

4. Almost Nalf of the weekend students felt counseling was, definitely needed
-~ . on the weekends while a third felt food service was definitely needed then.
. Only about a fourth felt student activities werg definitely needed then )
and only a fifth felt intramural sports were defihitelv needed on the week-
end. Saturday morning and Friday evenings were by far the most popular
time preferences for future weekend ,classes.

7
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5. More weekend studenés than otBer students indicated they really preferrad
 taking these courses at another time’'but couldn't because the sections
were clased. However, ove half of the weekend students indicated they
would probably take weekend courses again. ) ~

. In summary, weekend students tend to walk away more from classes receiving
an "N" but rated the courses as more beneficial and performed better
gradewise. More preferred takihg the course at another time and more felt
additional services shpuld be provided on the weekend.

6. Students taking 7:00 AM cqurses were more apt to withdraw than other
students., They were more \apt to withdra— because of personal .problems
and less likely to withdraw because of inconvenient time. ’

7. These early morning students rated the ability to concentrate, ‘the quality,
of students and level of instructional support lower at 7:00 AM than
during’regular hours. ) ’ Co

'8. Studenss taking 7:00 AM courses performed much poorer gradewise than
studends taking courses during regular hours. ,

9, Only a fourth of these students indicated they would probably eQer take
a 7:00 AM course again.

*
~

N .
In summary, students taking 7:00 classes, withdrew more often, performed at a
lower level and rated their experience at a lower level.

The detailed results are shown in the following table.

)
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SN TABLE I
-Respdnse Rate. for Questionnaires ,
Number of Number of Number ‘ Response .
\ Responses No Responses In Sample Rate .

Regular Weekday and ’
Weeknight Sections R

' v ' ‘(
Those finishing courses . 291 76 367 79.3%
Those withdrawing 34 .17 , 51 « 66.,7%
Sub-total , 325 . .93 . 418 77.8%
Eérly Morning-7 AM Sections ' .
Those finishing course 87 10 97 89.7%
Those withdrawing ) 7 7 24 70.8%
Sub-total _ < 104 . 17 o121 ¢ 86.0%
Weekend Sections ? ’

/
Those finishing course 181 43 224 80.8%
Those withdrawin 16 18 ' 34 47.1% y
Sub-total : . 197 61 258 76.47%,
) e N a -
Totals ' oo . : o
Those finishing course < 559 - 129 . 688 - 81.3%
Those withdrawing ’ 6T 4 42 109 61.5%
Grand total . . 626 171 797 ~ 78.5%
N .
_ TABLE 11 " ‘
Rates of Withdrawal from Courses Taught at Different Times .
AN
- Regular Weekday -

N or Weeknight Early Morning Weekend
Sections 7 AM Sectiovns Sections
ﬁumber Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Withdrew from course 51 12.2 24 19.8 . 34 13.2
Finished course 367 87.8 97 80.2 224 86.8
Total 418 100.0 121. 100.0 +258 100.0
UN" grades given 29 6.9 6 5.0 IAA 17.1
Combination "N" grade / ‘ .
and withdrawal 80 19.1 .~ 30 24.8 78 30.2
~ §
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h TABLE {II
. . ' J%;\Y
AnalySLS of ﬁhy Students Withdrew From Courses Offered at Different\Times
1
. R N /
\ Regular Weekday Early
Reason for Withdrawing N Weeknight Morning ' Weekend
From Course _ Sections 7 AM Sections Sections
\ \\Ndmber Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Personal or family problems -\\4 f1.8 3% 25.0 7 46,7
Having academic problems " ’
with course X 25.0 4 28.6 0 0
M =*+ing, time was incomvenient 23.5 0/ 0 3 20.0
Didi. t<like instructor 3% \\\ 10.3 2% 17.9 £ 0 ) 0
. Course didn't fit personal kS .
objectives W, 3 8.8 0 0 0 0
. Illness : ‘ 1 2.9 0 ) 0 2 13.3
v/ Job responsibilities 0 o .\ 2 14,3 0 0 »
Taking courses,at other collegé ® -0 I 0 0 1 - 6.7
.. Finaneial proKﬁZm / ~ 0 “ 0 1 7.1 0 0
*  Other not specified . _6 17.7 N 7.1 2 13%.3
~ \Total N . 34 -100.0 © 14 100.0 15 - 100.0
‘., - - TABLE 1V,  _° . °
Rating of How Beneficial Courses.Were Which Were Offered at Different Times
Only “Those Students Finishing the Course Evaluated It
. t * ..
,' . { . ( Regular Weekday Early
) Weeknight Morning Weekend
. Sections 7 AM Sections Sections
Ratin - Number Mercent Number :Percent " Number jJPercent
/ It was extremely beneficial o ) ’
r¢ to me,. It was one of the ~
- best courses I have ever '
taken. I o, \ v
Rat:'Kn\: =3. _ ~ 65’ 22.3 11 14.5 48 ' 28.1°
-3 s
It was beneficial to me, vl
meeting almost all of my . -
expedtations of the course. ‘
Rating = v 120 41.3 . 36 47.4 75% 44,1
. It was somewhat beneficial . ' 2 .
‘to me, meeting some of my ’
expegfations of the course. {
Rating = 1 65% 22,5 ) 22 28.9 37% 21.9
It wés of lit&le benefit to
me, It failed to meet the
expectations;I held for the
' course. v ‘ , ' ’ .
( Rating = 0 40% 13.9 1 9,2 _10 5.9
\' % ! I
Total . 291 100.0 , 76 100.0 171 100.0
Average Rating o172 ' 1.67 1.94
. 6 : .
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Grade Analysis of Sections Offered at leferent Times ’

TABLE VII

{
Grades Ca
A [}
‘B
c
D
 F
N -
x -
H
Total '
Average GPA based on
(A, B, C, D, & F only)
d
Services Needed
Counseling
Definitely needed
Not. sure . \
Not worth money
+ - Total

Student Activig}és

Definitelf needed

Not sure

Not worth money
Total

Intramural Sports

Pefinitely needed ~

Not sure

Not worth money
Total

Frod Service *~

Definitely needed
Not sure
Not worth money
Total !

Times Would prefer for
taking future weekend courses

Friday evening
Saturday morning
Saturday aPternoon
- Saturday evening
Sunday morning
! Sunday afterndon ’
<Hndly evening )

[]{5(:otal

Regular Weekday

Early Morning

or Weeknight or 7 AM Weekend -
Sections . . Sections Sections
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
96 26.6 13 13.7 A 28.0
91 25,2 28 29.5 s 69 30.1
88 26.4 31 32.6 36 15.7
16 4:4 12 12.6 3 1.3
26 6.7 3 3.2 0 0
29 8.0 6 6.3 44 19.2
17 4,7 2. 2.1 11 4.8
0 o % 0o . _o0 2 .9
361 100.0 95 100.0 229 100.0
v 2,70 i 2.41 3.13
TABLE VIII
Nee'ds of MWeekend Students "~
T et
Those Receiving Those All Weekend
Credit Withdrawing Students
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1 46,1 5 41.7 76 45,8
49 31.8 6 50.0 55 33.1
34 22,1 1 8.3 . .35 21,1
154 100.0 12 100.0 166 100.0
39 26.2 6 46.1 " 45 27.8
71 47.6 6 46.2 77 47.5
39 26.2 1 7.7 _40 . 24,7
149 100.0 13 100.0 162 100.0
‘28 18.9 6 54.5 3% 21.4
.75 50.7 4 136.4 79 49.7
" 45 30.4 1 9.1 _46 28.9
148 100.0 11 ..100,0 159+ 100.0 '
50° 32.7 5 41.7" 55 33.3
59 38.5 5, 41.6 64 38.8
44 28.8. 2 16.7 + 46 27.9
153 100.0 12 100.0 165 100.0
72 39.8 8 50.0 © 80 40.6
106 58.6 6 37.5 112 . 56,9
45 24,9 4 25.0 49 24.9
11 6.1 2 12.5 13 6.6
17 9.4 \ 0 0 17 8.6
17 9.4 ) 6.3 18 9.1
8 4.4 1 623 9 4.6
181 -8- 16 ) 197




r 4 -~

- . - .
% ’ ) vl
- . )
Gee 91 _ 181 v L1 L8 - e w93t 03 sauapuodsax 1elol
’ 3 * “ ’ K ) nw(
. R ) ! s
9°9% 961 f g - 9 §°9¢ 8% 6°¢S 6 - w%Nw (44 819 12 s3y3TudaaM
. L ) UO S3SINOD 13Y30 uIjel
A 9.1 S L8 71 8°09 011 1 ¥4 Y 0°1¢ L7 8°19 12 s Kepsoan
: ™ . - U0 SSINOD 13Y30 U el
£°9 1z - - - - 6°S 1 0°¢€¢ 0t ° - - . R¥V [ 3B S3SaIn0J 13430 udje]
G 81 29 0°S¢ 4 L°8T (49 - - PR - JANA 9 SpPudNPIM UC $ISINOD 13Y3zo uaNel
9° %1 6% 0 0 LTLT [A% 1y L. 6°9 Y 8 11 4 uaie3l Isanod 3satg
EREERER N Juadaad N ECRREE N Ju9oa9agd N Juedxad N Juad13d N . . .
. ma1py3TM 3Ip21D p,o9d - #M3Ipy3aIM .  3ITpPaID p,d STemelIpyaIy : .
V101 SUOT3095 puNIM SU0T303S WV [ EXETEEET"Y i ) :
N Sutuaop- L1ae3g 3 Képoaom . »
. . ‘ aen8oy .
aadaeH "3je 2oudTaadxd SnoTaAdlqd . s
e . .
’ : . XI 319Vl ..

~
Q
ERIC




| .
< * -
| _
» .
L]
* 1 - ’
-~ — -~
. [l
.
v
. ‘
v v
v
.
"
'
- ‘Q ( .
- ’ ~
- ‘ APPENDIX :
2 T . =g g .
. . .
. ( P -
1 -
%
. 1
.
K
~
»
- .
“ ’ ° »
.. . .
SR
v
L)
b J N .
v ) :
4
r i
N R
A ]
¥ : . x
. .

ERIC . .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: .,
a




William Rainey Harper College
Algonquin and Roselle Roads

Palatine, lllincis 60067

312-397-3000

JE;

OFFICE OF PL. "¢ aND RESEARCH
July 31, 1975 «

Dear Student:

Nur records, show you withdrew from
offered durlng the 1974 Fall semester
In order to adequately plan for the future, we need the feedWack as td
‘why students withdrew. frem courses at Harper.

We wouldAappreciate it very much if you would fill out the enclosed
questionnaire and returr it in the stamped, pre-addressed retuwn
envelope. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely, ] ‘
‘4 ,c’(,&("/ . h
ohn A. Lucas

slrector

Enclosures g




) . QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THOSE RECEIVING CREDIT
FROM A WEEKEND COURSE ’

1. why did ydh take this course a: the time you did on Friday evening or
Saturday? Check (¥/) one. -

A. Because of my schedule it was the only time I could have
taken the course.

’, . . B. I would have preferred to take the course at another time but
; those sections were closed. ) 4
C. ITcould have taken the course another time but this time was the
. most convenient for me.

D. Other (specify)

. ’ 7
’ 2. Have you taken other courses at Harper? Check (V) those appropriate.
A. This is the first course I have taken &t Harper.
- B. I have taken other courses on Friday night or Saturday at
Harper.

«C. I have taken other courses on weeknights at Harpger.
D. I have taken other courses on weekdays at Harper.

. 3. If you have taken other courses at Harper during regular weekdays or week-
nights, please compare this course with those. Make one check (¢ for

each row. "
No difference
Better on between the Better during
< LR weekends weekdays or the regular
Friday night nights and weekdays or

or Saturday the weekends weeknights

Ability to concentrate
on course

Quality of the instructor
Quality of the student body

Level pf support facilities
°  such as computer useage,
library materials and
media (movies, TV, slides,
‘ éudio~t§pes)

”

N . -




4, Should. student services, such as counseling, activities, food service, etc.,
be availabe on the weekends? Check (¥) each row.

9
Definitely Not worth the
: needed on No opinion money to offer
weekends not sure on weekends
Counseling ’ ’

Student Activities

1
Intramural sports S
]

Food service

5. Would you be willing to take courses on the weekend again? ¢heck () one.

A. I would never take a weekend course again.

B. I might take a weekend course again.

C. 1 will probably take one course at a time on a weekend.

D. I would be willing to take more than one course on a-weekend,

6. 1If you would be willing to take further courses cn weekends, check (L)
those times you would most likely enroll.

A. Friday evening

B. Saturday morning .
C. Saturday afternoon

D.- Saturday evening

E. Sunday morning

F. Sunday afternoon

G. Sunday evening

T

¥

7. How would you rate how beneficial this course was ga you? Check (¢/) one.

A. It was extremely beneficial to me. It was one of the best courses
I have ever taken. . .

B. 1t was beneficial to me, meeting almost all of my expectatlon of
the course. -

C. It was somewhat beneficial to me, meeting some of my expectations
of the course.

y). It was of little benefit to me. It failed to meet the expectations
I held for the course.

e




) QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THOSE RECEIVING CREDIT
K FROM A WEEKDAY OR WEFKNIGHT COURSE

.
-

-3

-

1. Why did you take this course at the time you did? Check (V/) one.

/

A. Because of my schedule it was the only time I could have
taken the course.

B. I would have preferred to take the course at another time
but those sections were closed.

~ C. I could have taken the course another time but this time was
the most convenient for me.

D. Other (specify) ;

— . < r

i

2, How would you rate how beneficial this course was to you? Check (/) one.

.

A. It was extremely benficial to me. It was one of the best .courses
I have ever taken. . -

i
B. It was beneficial to me, meeting almosiiall of gy expectations of

the course.

C. 1t was somewhat beneficial to me, meeting some of my expectations
F of the course.
» g ~
D.. It was of little benefit to me. It failed to meet the expectations
I held for the course. . !




QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THOSE WITHDRAWING
FROM A WEEKDAY OR WEEKNIGHT COURSE

1. Why did you take this course at the time you did? Check (0/3 one.

A. Because of my schedule it was the only time T.could have
taken the course.

B. I would-have preferred to take the course at another time

. but those sections were closed.

C. I could have taken the course another time but this time was Lhe
most convenient for me,

D. Other (specify)

Y

2. Why did you withdraw from this course? Check (‘/3 one,

A. Personal or family problems or responsibilities
Illness
The course was not wirat 1 expected or didn't fit in with my
educational objectives.

D. I didn't like the instructor.

E. The time at which the course met proved to be very inconvenient
for me,

F.. I was having academic problems with the course. It was too

G. Other (specify)-

\ difficult or I didn't have the right background.

3. Have you taken other courses at Harper? Check (b/3 those appropriate.

A. This is the first course I have taken at Harper,
B. I have taken other courses on Friday night or Saturday at

Harper.
C. I have taken other courses on weeknights at Harper.
D. I have taken other courses on weekdays at Harper. N
/




L]

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THOSE WITHDRAWII‘%

/
FROM WEEKEND COURSES
l. Why did you take this course af’EBe time you did on Friday evening or
Saturday? Check (/) one.
‘ “A. Because of my schedule it was the only time I could have
taken the course,
B. I would have preferred to take the course at another time but
. . those sections were closed. .
. C. I could have taken the course another time but this time was the
most convenient for me.
D. Other (specify) ) .
. L]
2. Why did you withdraw from this Eoursé& Check (V) gne. ) -
: A. Personal or family problems or responsibilities
B. 1Illness ~ ’ .
v C. The course was not what I expected or didn't fit in with my \
educational objectives.
” D. I didn't like the instructor.

E. The time at which the course met proved to be very inconvehient
for me. '
F. I was having academic problems with the course. It was too
. difficult or I didn't have the right» background.
<. - Other (specify) .

E)
P

7

3. Have you taken other courses at Harper? Check Ev’) those appropriate.

]
3 A. This is the first course I have ‘taken at Harper.
B. I have taken other courses on Friday night or Saturday at
Harper. \
C. I have taken other courses on weeknights at Harper. ¢
D. 1Irhave taken other courses on weekdays at Harper.




if you have taken other courses at Harper during reguler weekdays or week-

nights, please compare this course with those.

each row.

.

Ability to concentrate

on course

. Quality of the instructor

Qualigy of the student body

Level of support facilities
such as computer useage,
library materials and
media (movies, TV, slides
audio tapes)

H

Should student services, such

be avilable on the weekends?

Counseling

A

Student activities

Intramural sports

Food service

Would you be

A. 1

B. I

c. I

S D. I

1f you would
thos

A.

N

willing to take courses on the weekend again?

Better on
weekends
Friday night
or Saturday

No difference
between the
weekdays or
nights and,
the weekends

Make one check (V’) for -

Better during
the regular
weekdays or
weeknights

as counseli

, activities, food service, etc.,

* Check (V) each row. ’

-

Definitely Not worth the
*needed on No opinion money to offer
weekends not sure on weekends n
= ;-
R S—

——

S S

would never take a weekend course again.
might take a weekend course again.

will probably take one course .at a time on a weekend.
would be willing to take more than one course on a ‘weekend,

be willing to take further courses on weekénds, check W)
e times you would most likely enroll. b

Friday evening

G. Sunday evening

B. Saturday morping 1
C. Saturdgy aftérnoon '
D. Satud ayevening

E. Sunday morning

F. Sunday afternoon

Check (v/) one.




L OUESTIONNAIRE FOR THOSE RECEIVING CREDIT , .
FROM A 7:00 AM GOURSE

- L

Why did you take this course at the time you did at 7:00 AM? " Check (/) onme.

A. Because of my schedule it was the only time I could have taken
the course. - .

B, I would have preferred to take the course at another time but
thode sections were closed.

C. I could have taken the course another time but this time was the
most convenient for me. .

D, Other ‘(specify) :

—_—

~-

. Have you_thken other courses at Harper? Check (V) those appropriate.

¢ This is the first course I have taken at Harper.
# B. I have taken other courses at 7 AM,
C. I have taken other courses on weeknights at Harper.
D. I have'taken other courses on weekdays at Harpger.

7

)

1 [ . . -
If you have taken other courses at Harper during regular weekdays or‘ﬁgg;nights,
please compare this course with those.

No difference Better during

l ,/ - between 7-AM the regular
Better at and regular weekday hours
1 _AM weekday hours than at 7 AM

Ability ‘to concgntrgge
on courses

Quality of the instructor
Quality of thé\ student body

Level of support facilities .
such as computer useage,
*  library materials and &
media (movies, TV, slides .

audio tapes) ° ) ‘Z .




oy

4.  Would you

A,
'B.
C.

5. How would

A.
4 B
"ﬂ
C.
D.
v

- I have ever taken.

.
-~ ¥ ~
’

be willing to’ take courses at 7 AM again? \ Lheck (p/s one.

I would never take a 7 AM course again. v d

I might take a 7 EM course again. ,
P will probably take a course at 7 AM again.- - \

you rate how bedeficial this course was to you? -Check‘(b/s one.

It was extremely benficial to me, It was one of the best courses

Tt was beneficial to me, meeting almost all of my expectations of
the course: \

Igywas somewhat beneficial to me, meeting some of my_expectatiQ$§
of the course. '

It was of little benefit to me.. It failed to meet the €xpectations
I held for the course.

-t
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